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TI-IE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STA'TES, 
TO 
THE T'\VO HOUSES OF CONGRESS, 
AT TH£ 
COMMENCEMENT OF THE THIRD SESSION 
OP 
THE TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
DECEMBER 4, 1838. 
Prmted by order of the Senate of the United States. 
WASHINGTON: · 
BLAIR ANrJ RIVES, PRINTERS. 
1838. 
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1\IESSAGE. 
Fellow-citizens ~~the Senate 
and House of Representatives: 
I congratulate you on the favorable circumstances in the condition of 
our country, under which you reassP-mble for the performance of your 
ofilcial duties. 'rhongh the anticipatious of an abundant harvest have not 
every where been realized, yet, on the whole, the labors of the husbandman 
are rewarded with a bountiful return; industry prospers in its various 
channels of business and enterprise; general healta again prevails thronrrh 
our vast diversity of climate; nothing threatens, from abroad, the contin~l· 
ance of external peace; nor has. any thing at home impaired the strength 
of those fraternal and domestic ties which constitute the only guaranty to 
the snccess and permanency of our happy Union, and which, formed in 
the hour of peril, have hitherto beeh honorably sustained through every 
vicissitude in our national affairs. 'l,~wse blessings, which evince the care 
and beneficence of Providence, c:1.ll for our devout and fervent gratitude. 
We have not \ess reason to be gratefn1 for other bounties bestowed by 
the same munificent hand, and more exclusively onr own. 
The present year closes the first half century of our federal institbltions; 
nnd our system-differing from all others in the acknowledged, practical, 
and unlimited operation which it has for so long a period given to the sove-
reignty of the people-has now been fully tested by experience. 
'rhe constitution devised by onr forefathers as the frame-work and bond 
of that system, then untried, has become a settled form of governm~nt; not 
only preserving and protecting the great principles upon which it was 
founded, hut wonderfully promoting individual happiness and private inte-
rests. 'rhongh subject .to change and entire revocation, whenever deemed 
inadequate to all these purposes, yet such is the wisdom of its construction, 
and so stable has been the public sentiment, that it remains unaltered, ex· 
cept in matters of detail, comparatively unimportant. It has proved amply 
sufficient for the various emergencies incident to our condition as a nation. 
A formidable foreign war ; agitating collisions between domestic and, in 
some respects, rival sovereignties; temptations to interfere in the intestine 
commotions of neighboring countries; the dangerous influences that arise 
in period5 of excessive prosperity; and the anti-repubiican tendencies of 
associated wealth-these, with other trials not less formidable, have all 
been encounteted, and thus far successfully resisted. 
It was reserved for the American Union to test the advantages of a Gov. 
ernment entirely dependant on the continual exercise of the popular will; 
and our E>xperience has shown that it is as beneficent in practice as it is 
just in theory. Each successive chang·e made in our local institutions has 
contributed tG extend the right of suffrage, has increased the direct influ· 
ence of tlie mass of the community, given greater freedom to individual 
exertion, and restricted, more and more, the powers of Government j yet 
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the intelligence, prudence, _p,ml patriotism of the people have kept pace 
with this: augmented responsibility. In no country has education been so 
widely diffnsed. Domestic peace has nowhere so largely reigned. The 
close bonds of social intercourse have in n0 instance prevailed with such 
harmony over a spacP. so vast. All forms of religion have united, for the 
first time, to diffuse charity and piety, because, for the first time in the history 
of nations, all have been totally untrammelled, and absolutely free. 'I,he 
deepest recesses of the wilJerness have been penetrated; yet, instead of the 
rudeness in the social condition consequent upon ~mch adventures else-
where, numerous communities have sprung up, already unrivalled in pros-
perity, general intelligence, internal tranquillity, and the wisdom of their 
political institutions. Internal improvement, the fruit of individual enter-
prise, fostered hy the protection of the States, has added new links t0 the 
confederation, and fresh rewards to provident industry. Doubtful questions 
of domestic policy have been quietly settled by mutual forbearance; and 
agriculture, commerce, and manufactures, minister to each other. Taxa-
tion and public debt, the burdens which bear so heavily uy>On all other 
countries, have pressed with comparative lightness npon us. "Tithout one 
entangling alliance, our friendship is prized by every nation ; and the rights 
of our citizens are every where respected, because they nre known to be 
guarded by a united, sensitive, and watchful people. 
'To thi~ practical operation of our institutions, so evident and sHccessful, 
we owe that increased attachment to them which is among the most cheer-
ing exhibitions of popular sentiment, aud will prove their best security, 
in time to come, l\O'ainst foreign or domestic assault. 
This review of the results of our institutions, for half a centnry, without 
excitinO' a spirit of vain exultatian, should serve to impress upon us the 
great pc;.inciples from which they have sprung; constant and direct super-
vision by the people over every pnb1ic measure; strict forbearasce on the 
part of the Government from exercising any d0ubtful or disputed powers; 
and a cautious abstinence from all interference with concerns which 
properly belong, and are best left to State regulations and individual enter-
prise. 
Full information of the state of our foreign affairs having been recently, 
on different occasions, submitted to Congress, I deem it necessary now 
to bring to your notice only such events as have subsequently occurred, 
or are of snch importance as to require particular attention. 
'rhe most amicable dispositions continue to be exhibited by all the 
nations with whom the Government and citizens of the United States have 
an habitual intercourse. At the date of my last annual message, Mexico 
was the only nation which could not be included in so gratifying a refer-
ence to our foreign relations. 
I am happy to be now able to inform you that an ndvance has been made 
towards the adjustment of our difficulties with that Republic, and the res-
toration of the customary good feeling between the two nations. This im-
portan~ change has b~en effected by conciliatory n€gvtiations, that have re· 
suited m the conclusiOn of a treaty between the two Governments, which, 
~vhen ratified, will refer to the arbitrament of a friendly power all the sub-
Jects of controversy between us growing out of injuries to indi\riduaJs. 
There is, at present, nlso, reason to believe that an equitable settlement of 
.all disputed points will be attained without further difficulty or unnecessary 
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delay, and thus authorize the free resumption of diplomatic intercourse 
with our sister Republic. 
\Vith respect to the northeastern boundary of the United States, no 
official correspondence between this Government and that of Great Britain has 
passed since that communicated to Congress towards the cl9se of their last 
session. The offer to negotiate a convention for the appointment of a joint 
commission of survey and exploration, I am, however, assured will be 
met by Her Majesty's Government in a conciliatory and friend[ y spirit, and 
instructions to enable the British l\Iinister here to conclude snch an arrange-
ment will be transmitted to him without needless delay. It is hoped and 
expected that these instructions will be of a liberal character, and that this 
negotiation, if successfnl, will prove to be an important step towards the 
satisfactory and final adjustment of the controversy. 
I had hoped that the respect for the laws and regard for the peace and 
honor of their own country, wh-ich has ever characterized the citizens of 
the United States, would have prevented anyportion of them from nsing any 
111eans to promote insurrection in the territory of a power with which we 
are at peace, aud with which the United States are desirous of maintaining 
the most friendly relations. I regret deeply, however, to be obliged to in-
form yon that this has n(;)t been the case. Information has been given to 
me, derived from official and other sources, that many citizens of the 
United States h3. ve associated to~ether to make hostile incnrsions from our 
territory into Canada, and to aid and abet insurrection there, in violation 
of the obligations 3.lld laws of the United States, and in open disregard of 
their own duties as citizens. This information has been in part confirmed, 
by a hostile invasion actually made by ci-tizens of the United States, in 
conjunction with Canadians and others, and accompanied by a forcible 
seizure of the propnrty of eur citizens, and an application thereof to the 
prosecution of miltary operations against the authorities and people of 
Can <tdn. 
The results of these criminal assaults npon the peace and order of a 
neighboriHg country have been, a~ was to be expected, fatally destrnctivc 
to t!Je misguidl'd or delnded persons engaged in them, and higllly injurious 
to those in whose behalf they are professed to ha vc been undertaken. 
Tlw authorities in C .-tnada, from intelligence received of such intended 
movemcuts among our citizens, have felt themselves obliged to take pre-
cautionary measures ngaiust them; have actnally embodied the militia, 
and assumed an attitude to repel the in vas ion to which they believed the 
Colonies were exposed from the United States. A state of feeling on both 
sides of the fronti er has thus been produced, which called for prompt and 
vi~orons interference. If nn insurrection existed in Canada, the amicnble 
dispositions of the United States towards Grcilt Britain, us well us their dnty 
to themselves, w.ould lead them to maintain a strict neutrality, and to re-
strain their citizens from all violations of the laws which bnve been passed 
for its cnforccmeet. But this Government recognizes a still higher obli-
gatinn to repress all ilttempts on the part of its citizens to disturb the pence 
of a country where order prevails, or !Jas been re-establishPd. Depreda-
tions by our citizens upon nations at peace with the United States, or com-
binations for committing them, have ilt all times been regarded by the 
American Government ni1d people with the g-reatest abhorrence. Military 
iucn rsions by on r citizens into conntries so situated, al'ld the commission of 
act.s of violence on the members thereof, in order to effect u. cha11ge in its 
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government, or under any pretext whatever, have, from the commence-
ment of our Governm<mt, been held equally criminal on the part of those 
engnged in them, and us much d~serving of punishment as would be the 
dist.urbance of the public peace by the perpetration of similar acts within 
our own territory. 
By no country or persons have these invaluable principles of interna-
tional law-principles, the strict observance of which is so indispensable 
to the preservation of social order in the world-been more earnestly 
cherished or sacredly respected than by those g1eat and good men who first 
declared, and finally establi~hed, the independence of onr own COlHJtry. 
They promulgated and m:1intained them at an early and critical period in 
our history; they were subsequently embodied in legislative enactments of 
a highly penal character, the faithful enforcement of which has hitherto been, 
and will, I trnst, always continue to be, regarded as a duty inseparably asso-
ciated with the maintenance of our national honor. 'l'hat the people of the 
United States should feel an interest in the spread of politicul institutions as 
free as they regard their own to be, is 11atural; nor can a sincere solici-
tude for the success of all those who are, at any time, in good faith strug-
gliug for their acquisiton, be impnted to our citizens as a crime. \Vith the 
entire freedom of opinion, and an undisguised expression thereof, on tl>Jeir 
part, the Government bas neither the right, nor, I trust, the disposition to 
interfere. Dnt whether the interest or the honor of the Uuited Stutes 
require, that they should be made a party to auy such struggle, nnd, 
by inevitable consequence, to the war which is waged in its sn pport, 
is a que~tiou which, by our coustitution, is wisely lert to Congress 
alone to decide. It is, by the laws, already made criminn.l in our citizens 
to embarrass or nuticipate that decision, by unanthorized military opera-
tions on their part. Offences of this character, in addition to tLeir crim-
inality as violations nf the laws of our country, have n direct teudeney to 
draw down npon our own citizens at large the multiplied evils of a foreign 
Wi1r, and expose to iujurions irnputatious the good faith nnd honor of tile 
couutry. As such they deserve to be put dow-n with prompti!llde a.t1d de-
cision. I cannot be mistaken, I am confident, in conutiug on the cm·dinl 
and general coucnrrence of our fellow-citizens in this scutilljCJlt. A copy 
of the proclamation which I have felt it my duty to i~sue, is herewith 
communicated. I cannot but hope that the good sense and patriotism, the 
regard for the honor and reputation of their connt1y, the respect for tbc 
laws which they have themselves e11actcd for their own govcrnme11t, and 
the love of order for ''rhich the umss of onr people have been so long atH1 
so justly distingnishcd, will deter the comparatively few who are engaged 
in them from a further prosecution of such desperate enterprises. In tho 
mean time, the existing laws have been, and will contirme to be, faithfully 
executed ; nud every effort will be made to carry them out in their full 
extent. \Vhetller they are s11fficient or not, to meet the actaal state of 
things on the Canadian frontier, it is for Congress to decide. 
It will appear from the correspondence herewith submitted, that the 
Government of Russia declines a r~newal of the fourth article of the con-
vention of April, 1824, between the United States and His Imperial I\lnje~ty, 
hy the third article of which it is agreed that "here<,tfter there shall uot be 
formed by the citizens of the United States, or under the n.nthori ty of the 
said States, any establishment upon the north west coast of America, nor in 
any of the islands adjacent, to the north of 54° 40' of north L1titude; and 
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that in the same manner there shall be none formed by Russian subjects, 
or under the authority of Russia, south of the same parallel;" and by the 
fourth article, "that, dnring a term of ten years, counting from the signa-
ture of the prcs~nt convention, the ships of both powers, or which b~long 
to their citizens or subjects respectively, may reciprocally frequent, without 
any hiudrancc whatever, the interior seas, gulfs, harbors, and creeks upon 
the coast mentioned in the preceding article, for the purpose of fishing and 
trading with the natives of the country." The reasons assigned for de-
clining to renew the provisions of this article, are, briefly, that the only nse 
made by our citizens of the privilege it secnres· to them: has been to supply 
the Indians with spirituous liquors, ammunition, and fire-arms ; that this 
traffic has been excluded from the Russian trade; and as the supplies fur-
nished from the United States are injurious to the Hussian establishments 
on the northwest coast, and calculated to prodnce complaints between the 
two Governments, His Imperial Majesty thinks it for the interest of both 
countries not to accede to the proposition made by tile Ameriean Gov-
ernment for the re11ewal of the article last referrt>ei to. 
The correspondence herewith communicated will show the grounds upon 
whic.1 we coutend tbat the citizens of the United States have, independent 
of the provisions of the convention of 1824, a right to trade with the natives 
llpon the coast in question, at unoccupied places, liable, however, it is ad-
mitted, to be at any time extinguished by the creation of Rnssinn estabJish-
rnents at such points. This right is denied by the Russian Government, 
which asserts that, by tl1e operation of the treaty of 1824, each party ngreed 
to \Vaive the general right to land on the vacnnt coasts on the respective 
sides of the degree of latitude referred to, and accepted, in lieu thereof, the 
mntual privileges mentioned in the fourth article. rrbe capital and tonnage 
employed by onr cirizens in their trade with the northwest coast of 
America, will, perhaps, ou adverting to tile o!licial statements of the com-
merce and navjg-atiou of the United States for the lnst few years, be deemed 
too inconsidr~rable in amount to attract much attention ; yet the subject 
may, i11 other respects, desen'e the careful consideration of Congress. 
I regret to state that the Llockade of the principal ports on the eastern 
coast of Mexico, which, in const>qnence of differences between that Repnb-
lic and France, was instituted in May last, nufortnnately still continues, 
enforced by a competent French naval force, and is necessarily embar-
rassing to onr own trade in the gnlf, in common with that of other 
nntiot1s. Every disposition, ho\vever, is belie.ved to exist on the part of the 
French Gm·ernment, to render this measure as little onerous as prneticable 
to the interest£ of the citize11s of the United States, and to tbose of neutral 
ccmmerce; and it is to he hoped that an eatly settlcme11t of the difficulties 
bct·.veen F'rancc and Mexico, will soon re establish the hnrmouious relations 
formerly subsisting between them, and again open the ports of that Republic 
to the vessels of all fri endly nn.tions. 
A convention for marking that part of the boundary between the United 
States aud the H.epu blic of Texas, which extends from the mouth of tl1c 
Sabine to the Red river, was concluded alld sigued nt this city on the 25th 
of April last. It hn.s since been ratified by both Governments; and sea-
sonable men:mres will be taken to carry it into effect on the part of the 
United Stn.tes. 
The application of that Republic for ndmission into this Union, mnde in 
A ngnst, 1831: and which was declined for reas-ons already made known to 
• 
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you, has been formally withdrawn, as will appear from the accon1panying 
copy of the note of the Minister Plenipotentiary of Texas, which was f.Jre-
sented to the Secretary of State on the occasion of the exchange of the 
ratifications of the convention above mentioned. 
Copies of the convention with Texas, of a commercial treaty conclnded 
with the King of Greece, and of a similar treaty with tlte Peru-Bo1ivian 
Confederation, the ratifications 0f whid1 have been recently exchangcd 7 
accompany this message for the information of Congress, and for snch leg-
islative enactments as mtty be found necessary or expedie11t, in relation to 
either of them. 
To watch over and foster the interests of a grndunlly incrcasiug and 
widely extended commerce; to gun.rd tbe ri~hts of American citizens, 
whom business, ur pleasure, or other motives may tempt into distant climes, 
and at the same time to cultivate those sentiments of rnntual respect ar1d 
good will which experience has proved so beneficial in juternational inter-
course, the Government of the United States has deemed it exprdient, from 
time to time, to establish diplomatic connections with different foreign 
States, by the appointment of representatives to reside within their respec-
tive territories. I am gratified to be enabled to announce to you that, since 
the close of your last session, these relations have been opened under the 
happiest auspices with Austria and the Two Sicilies; that new uominations 
have been mnde in tbe respectiv~ missions of Rnssia: Brazil, Belgium, and 
Sweden and Norway, in this country; and that a Minister Extraordinary 
hns been received, accredited to this Government from the Argentine Con-
federatiol,J. 
An exposition of the fiscal affairs of the Government, and of their condi-
tion for the past year, will be mn.de to you by the S ecretary of the Treasury. 
The nvailablc bn.1ance ia the Tren.sury, on the 1st of January next, is 
estimated at $2,765,342. 'The receipts of the year, from customs and 
lands, will probably amount to $20,615,598. rrhcse nsual sources of rev-
enue have been inc reused l)y an is:-ue of Trcasn ry notes; of \vhich less 
than eight millions of dollars, includin,?" interc~t nHd prin!3ipni, will be 
outstanding at the end of tl!e year, nnd by the 8:tle of one of the bonds of 
the Bank of the United States, for $2,254,871. Tlle aggregate of means 
from these and other sources, with the balance on hand on the 1st of Jan-
uary last, hns been applied to the payment of nppropriations by Congress. 
'The whole expenditure for the year on their aCC(.}l1Ut, iucludin~· the 
redemption of more thnu eig·ht millions of Treasury notes, COllstitntcs an 
ap:gregate of about forty millions of dollars, and will still leave in the 
Treasury the babnce before stated. 
Nearly eight millious of dollars of Treasury notes nre to be paid during-
tho comiug yGn.r: in addition to the ordinary npproprintions for tile support 
of Government. For both these purposes, the resources of tlle Trcusnry 
will undoubtedly be snfficicnt, if the charges upon it arc uot in creaseJ 
beyond the nnnnal estimates. No excess, however, is likely to exist; nor 
can the postponed instalment of tba surplus revctme be deposited \Vith the 
States. nor a.ny considern.ule nppropriatious beyond the c~timate~ uc made, 
withont cansing a deficicuc.y in the Treasury. The grc<~t cnution, advisa-
ble at all times, of limitiug npproprintious to the wallt::; of the public service, 
is rendered nccessnry at present by the prospective nnd rnpid rcdnction of 
the tnriiT; while the vigilant jealousy, c\"iclently excited anung tl1e pco;,le 
by the occurrences of t~1e last few 7carR, a:osnrcs ~ts tlmL they expec t 
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from their representatives, and will sustain them in the exercise of, the 
most rigid economy. Much can be effected by postponing npproprin.-
tions not immedi•1tely required for the ordinary public service, or for any 
pres$ing emergency; and much by reducing the expenditures where the 
entire and immediate accomplishment of the objects in view is not indispens-
able. 
vVhen we call to mind the recent and extreme embarrassments proclnceu 
hy excessive issues of bank paper, aggnu.rated by the unforeseen withdmwal 
of much foreign capital, and the i11cvitable derangement arising from the 
distrilmtion of the surplus revenue among the States as required by Con-
gress; and consider the heavy expenses incurred by the removal of Indian 
tribes; by the military operations in Florida; and on account of the un-
usually large appropriations made at the last two annual sessions of Con-
gress for other objects; \Ve have striking eviden<>e, in the present efficient 
state of our finances, of the abundant resources of the country to fulfil alt 
its ol~ligations. Nor is it less gratifying to find that the gene1 al business 
of the community, deeply nffected as it has b~en, is revivin~ with additional 
vigor) chastened by the lessons of the past, and animated by the bores of 
the furure. By the curtailment of paper issues; by cnrbing the sanguine 
and ad vcnt11rous spirit of specnlation; and by the h0norable application of 
all avail able means to the fulfilment of obligations, confidence has been 
restored both at home and abroad, and ease and facility secured to all d e 
operations of trade. 
rnlC agency of the Government in prodncing these results hns been [IS 
efficient as its powers and means permitted. By withholding from the 
StLttcs the deposite of the fourth instalment, and l~avin~ seYeralmi!lions nt 
long credits ~.rith the banks, principally in one section of the conntry, and 
more immediately beneficial to it; and, at the same time: aiding the banks 
nnd com'n ercial communities in other sections, by postponing the payment 
ofbonJs for dnties tu the amount of between four and five millions of dol--
lars; by nn issue of Treasury notes as a means to enable the Government to 
tt-~cet the consequences of their iodulQ.·eucies, but offordiug-, at tbe same 
time, facilities for remittance nnd cxcliang-e; and by skndlly declining te 
employ as general depositories of the public re\'enucs, or receive the notes 
of nll hanks which refnscd to redeem them with specie: by these mea:s-
lll'es, aided by the filvorable action of s0nw of the bn.nks, and by~ the sup-
port aud co-operation of a large portion of the community, we have wit~ 
nesscd an Citrly resumption of specie payments in our great commercial 
capit;1l, promptly ff.>llo\ved in almost every part of the United States. 'This 
result has been alike sa1ntary to the tmc interests of agr1cnlturc, commerce, 
nnd maunfnctures; to pnhlic moral~, respect for the laws, nnd thnt confi· 
clence betwee n man and man which is so essential in all onr scciul rda~ 
tions. 
Tile contr:1.st between the suspension of 1814 and that of 1837 is most 
striking. The short duration of the latter; the prompt rcstomtion of 
business; the evident benefits resulting from an adherence by the Govern-
ment to the constitutional standard of value, instead of sanctioning the 
suspension by the receipt of irredeemable paper; and tllC advantages de-
rivul from the large amount ot spcrie introduced into the country previous 
to 1837, afford a valuable illustration of the trne poltcy of the Govern-
ment in such a crisis. Nor can the comp[trison fuil to rc1nove tl!C impre;;:. 
sion that a nattona.l bauk is necessary in such emergc!lcics. l'\ot only 
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werP !'-.pecie payments resnmcd without its aid, but exchanges hn.vr. also 
be(:;)Jl more rnpiclly I:168trrred than when it existed; thereby showing that 
private capital, enterprise, and prudence are fully adequate to these ends. 
On all these points experience ~eem~ to ha\re confirmed the views hereto-
fore snbmitted to Congress. 'Ve have been saved the mortification of see-
in{]' the distresses of the coinmnnity fi-»r the third time seized on to fasten 
u~m the country so dangerous an institution; nnd we may also hope that 
the business of individuals will hereafter be relieved from the injnrious 
effects of a continued ngitation of thnt disturbing subject. The limited 
inflncnce of a national Lank in averting derangement in the exchanges of 
the ccnntry, or in compelling the resumption of specie payments, is now 11ot 
lEss apparent than its tendency to increase inordiuate spec11lation by sud-
den expansions and contractions; its disposition to creatn panic and em-
barrassmeut for the promotion of its own designs; its interference with 
politics; and its fi.u greater power for evil than for good, either in regard to· 
tLe local instittations or the operations of Government itself. vVhat \'VUS in 
tlwsc rc::-::pects but apprehension or OjCJinion when a national bank was first 
cstntJlishcd, now stands cor;Jfirmed by humiliating experience. The scenrs 
through which we have pussf"d Gonclnsi\'ely prove bow little our com-
merce, ag1 i':ulture, m.: nfartures, or finance~, require such an institution, 
and ,rlJat dangers are attendant on its power-a power, I trust, never to be 
coufe1 red by the A me cnn people upon their Governmr.nt, and still less 
r:pon indi\'idnals not responsible to them for its unavoidable abuses. 
My conviction of the necessity of fmther legisln.tive provisions -for the t 
safe keeping and disbursement of the public moneys, and my opinion in re-
g ;trd to the measures best adaptrd to tbc acc:omplishment of those objects, 
hi.we becu already submitted to you. These bave been strengthened by 
recent e\rents; and, in the full conviction that time and experience mu st still 
further demonstrate their propriety, I feel it my duty, with respectful defer-
ence to the conflicting views of others, agnin to invite yonr attention to 
them. 
"\"\.,.ith the exception of limite9. sums deposited in the few Lanks still em-
p1oyed nnder the act of 1836, the amounts received for duties, and, with 
very inconsid:erable exceptions, those accruing from lands also, hn.v<>, since 
the gcnern.l suspension of specie payments by tlw deposite banks, been kept 
a~1d disbursed by the Treasurer, under his general legal powers, subject to 
the snpcrintendence of the Secretary of the Trl'n5nry. The propdcty of 
defilling more specifically, and of regnlnting by law, the exerci se of this 
wid " sr.ope of Executive discretion; has been already submitted to Cougrrss. 
A change in tile otfice of collector at 011c of onr principal ports, has 
bronght to light a defalcation of the gravest character, the particulars of 
which will be !aiel !ore yon in a special report from the Secretary of the 
Trcasn ry. By his; report and the accompnuying documents, it will be sectt 
that the weekly returns of the defaulting ofllcer npparcntly exhibited, 
throughout, a faithful administration of the affairs intrusted to l-1is mau-
agemrnt. It, however, now n.ppears tl1at he commencrd abstrncting the 
pnLlic moneys shmtly after his appointment, and co1Jtinnrd to do so, pro-
g-ressively incrensing the nmount, for the term of more thntl sevr.n years, 
embraciug a portion of the period dnring which the public m oneys were 
deposited in tbe Bank of the Unit€d St[.ltes, the whole of that of the Stnte 
Lank deposite system, and concluding only on his retirement ftorn office, 
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after that system had substnntia!Iy failed, in consequence of the SUSPJension 
of specie pnymer·Jts. • 
The way in wiJich this defalcation was so long concealed, and the steps 
taken to indemnify the United States_, us far as practicable, agrdnst loss, 
will al~o be presented to yon. The case is one which imperatively claims 
the attention of Congress, and furnishes the strongest motive for the estab-
lishment of a more severe and secure system for tile safe keeping and dis-
bursement of the public moneys thn.n any that has heretofore existed. 
It seems proper, at all events, tlmt by an early enactment, similar to that 
of other cotwtries, the application of public money by an officer of Govern-
ment to private uses, should be made n fi>lony, and visited with severe and 
ignominious punishment. This is already, in eifcct: the law in respect to 
the mint, and bas been productive of tbe rnost salutary results. \Vhntevcr 
sy&tcm is adopted, such an enactment would be vvise as an indcpende11 t 
measure, since much of the pnblic moneys must, in their coilection and 
ultimate disbursement, pass twice through the hnnds of public officers, in 
whatever manner they are intermediately kept. 'The Government, it. must 
be admitted, has beeu from its conm1e11cement comparatively fortnnute in 
this respect. But the appointing power annot always be well advised in 
its selectious, and the experience of every country h~ , shown that public 
ofli.cers are 110t at a1l times proof against temptation. It is a dnty, therefore, 
which the Gover11mentowes. as well to the interests c mmitted to its care as 
to tllC officers tbem~elves, to' pnvide every gnard a~aiust transgressions of 
this chnractcr, that is consistent with reason and humanity. Congress ean-
not he too jealous of the conduct of those who are intrnsted with the pnb!ic 
money, and I shall at all times be disposed to en con rage a watchful discharge 
of this duty. Jf a more dirAct co operation on the part of Congress, in tho 
supervision of the conduct of the officers intrusted with the custody and 
application of the public nw!ley is deemed de irable, it will give me pleas-
me to as;,ist in the esta!)lishwe4f'Jt of any judicious and constitutional plan 
lly which that object may be accomplished. You will, in yonr wisdom, 
dPtermine upon tf.lo propriety of adopting such a plan, and npon the 
measnrc nece~sary to its effectual execution. When the late Bank of 
the United States was incorporated, nnd made the depository of the 
pnblic mot"f.ys, a right was reserved to Congress to inspect, at its pleasure, 
bra eomillittee of that body, the books and the proceedings of the bank. 
In one of the States whose bunking institutions are supposed to rank 
amongst the first in point of stability, they are snbjected to c nstant exrun-
inatiou by commissiot.crs app;1inted for that purpose, and much of the 
success of its l.mnking system is attributed to this watchful supervision. 
The S<nne coune has also, in view of its beneficial operation, been adopted 
by an adjoining State, favorably known for the care it h~ nlway~ bestow_ed 
upon whatever relates to it s financial concerns. I stf mit to yon r ~onsJd­
eration ·whether a committee of Congre~s might not be profitably employed 
in iuspectiug-, at snell intervals as mig·ht Lc deemed proper, the affairs and 
acconnts of offircrs intrn~ted with the custody of the pnblic moueys. The 
freqt1cut performance of this duty might be made obligatory ou the con:-
mittcc in respect to those officers who have large , um3 in their possession, 
and left clif.cretionnry in respect to others. 1'liey might report to the Ex-
ecutive sncb defalcations as were fonnd to exist: with a view to a prompt 
removal from office n:1less the default wns satisfactorily accounted tor; and 
report, nlso, to Congres~, nt the commencement of each session, the result of 
.. 
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their examinations and proceedings. It does appear to me that, with a 
subjection of this class of pnblic officers to the gener:.tl supervision of the 
Execn ti ve, to examinations by a committee of Cong-ress at periods of which 
they should have n.) previous notice, and to prosecution and punishment 
as for felony for every breach of trnst, the safe keeping of the public moneys, 
under the system proposed, might be placed on a surer foundation than it 
has ever occunied since the establishment of the Go\rernment. 
The S(.~cret[u·y of the Treasnry will lay before yon additional informa-
tion containing new detnils on this interesting subject. To these I ask 
yonr early attention. That it should have givea rise to grent diversity of 
opinion cannot be a subject of surprise. After the collection and custody 
of the public moneys had been for so many years connected with, and made 
subsidiary to, the ad vance men t of private interests, a return to the simple and 
sclf-denywg ordinances of the constitution could not but be difficult. But 
time and free di3cussion eliciting the sentiments of tbe people, and aieled 
by thnt conciliatory spirit which has ever chnractcrized their course on 
great emergencies, were relied upon for a satisfactory settlement of the 
question. Already has this anticipation on one important point at least-the 
impropriety of diverting pnblic money to private purpose~-been fully re-
alized. 'There is no reason to suppose that legislation upon that branch of 
tbe suhject would now be embarrassed by a difference of opinion, or fail 
tl) receive tile cordial snpport of a large majority of onr constitucuts. The 
connection which formerly existed bet\Yeen the Government and banks 
'vas in reality injurious to both, as well as to the general interests of the 
community n.t large. It aggravated the disasters of tmde and the derange-
ments of commcrcinl intercourse, and administered tJCW excitement awl 
additional means to wild and reckless speculations, the disappointments of 
which thre\v the country into convulsions of panic, and all but prodneed 
violence aud bloodshed. 'I'he imprudent expansion of bank credits, which 
was the natural rc~ult of the command of the revenues of the State, fur-
nished tbe resources for unbounded license in every species of ad\rentnre, 
sr.dnced iuclustry from its rcgnlar and snlntary occupations by the hope of 
abundance withont labor, and deranged the social sta~e by tempting all 
trades and profe~:sions into the vortex of spcculatioll oJ.ol remote coutingelJcies. 
'J'he s~me wide-spre;1ding influence impeded also the resources of tbe 
Government, curtailed its nsefnl operations, embarrassed the fulfilment of 
it.-; obligations, and seriously interfered with the execution of tile Jaws. 
L~r.ge npproprin.tions and oppressive tnxcs are the lliltnml conseqneuccs of 
~uch a COlHlection, since they i:-,creuse the profits of those wbo n.re allowed 
to usc the pnblic funds, <Jnd make it their iutcre:5t that money should he 
accnmulatl'd nud expcnditnres multiplied. lt is thns thut a concentrated 
moucy power is tempted to becom<' an ncti\Te ngcnt in political affairs, and 
all p~lst expcricuc~~ has sbown on which side that i!lflueuce will be arrayed. 
\Ve deceive ourselw~s if we supr,os,~ that it will ever be fonnd asserting-
and supportina- the rights of the CO!Jl!lmuity al large, in opposition to tbe 
claims of tbc fe\v. 
In a Govemment whose distinguishing chnmcteristic should he a ditru-
sion atJd equalization of its beuefit::> and lmrdcns, the advuntng·e of itJdi-
vidnals will be augmented at tbe expcuse of tllC mass of tbe people. Nor is 
it the nature of combiuatinns for the acc1t1isition of leg-islative inflnenco to 
confine their iuterferrucc to the sillgle ol~jt'cl for whicl~ th .. 7 were originally 
formed. The temptation to c~:teud it to crtbcr matters, is, on the con· 
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trary, not unfreqnently too strong to be resisted. The inflto1ence, in the 
direction of public affairs, of the commnnity at large, is, therefore, in 
no slight danger of being sensihly and injuriously affected by giving to 
a comparatively small, bnt veTy efficient class, a direct and exclusive per· 
sonal interest in so important a portion of the legislation of Congress as 
that which relates to the custody of the public moneys. If laws acting-
upon private interests caunot always be avoided, they should be confined 
within the narrowest limits, and left, wherever possible, to the Legislatures 
of the States. When not thus restricted, they lead to comhinations of 
powerful associations, foster an inflnence necessarily selfish, and turn the 
fair course of legislation to s;inistcr ends, rather than to objects that ad-
vance public liberty, and promote the geneml good. 
The whole subject now rests with you, aHd I cannot but express a hope 
thRt some definite measure will be adopted at the present session. 
It will not, I am sure, be deemed out of place for me here to remark, that 
the declaration of my views in opposition to the policy of employing bank~ 
as depositories of the Government fnnds, cnnnot justly be construed as in-
dicative of hostility, official or personal, to those institutions; or to repeat, 
in this form, and in connection with this subject, epinions which 1 have 
uniformly entertained, and on all proper occasions expressed. rrhough 
always opposed to their creation in fhe form of exclusive privileges, and, as 
a State magistrate, aiming by appropriate legislntien to secure the commu-
nity against the consequences of their occasional mismanngement, I have 
yet ever wished to see them protected in the exercise of rights conferred by 
law, and have never doubted their utility, when prope'rly -mauaged, in pro-
moting the interests oftrade, and, through that chilnncl, the other interests 
of the community. 'ro the General Government they present themselves 
merely as State institutions, having no necessary conuection with its legis-
lation or its administration. Like other State estahlishments, they may be 
used or not in conducting- the affairs of the Government, as pnblic policy and 
the general interestsofthe Union may seem to require. 'fheonlysafe or proper 
principle 11pon which their intercourse with the Government can be regu-
lated: is that which regulates their intercourse with the tJrivate citizen-
the conferring of mutnal benefits. When the Governm~nt cnn accomplish 
a financial operation better with the aid of the banks than without, it 
shonld be at liberty to saek that aid as it would the services of a private 
banker, or other capitalists or agents, giving the preference to those who 
will serve it on the best terms. Nor ct:~.n there ever exist an interest in the 
officers of the General Government, as such, inducing- them to embarrass or 
annoy the State banks any more than to inGur the hGstility of any other 
class of State institutions, or of privat~ citizens. It is not in the nature of 
things that hostility to those institutions can sp:>ring from this sourc~, or any 
opposition to their course of business, except when they themselves dep:trt 
from the objects of their creation, and atternpt to usurp powers not conferred 
upon them, or to subvert the standard of value established by the constitu-
tion. ~Vhile opposition to their regular operations cannot exist in this 
quarter, resistance t0 any attempt to make the Government dependant Npon 
them for the successful administration of public affairs, is a mrttter of dnty, 
as I trust it ever will be of inclination, no matter from what motive or con. 
sideration the attempt may originate. 
It is no more than just to the bi.tnks to say, that, in the Jate emergency, 
mest Qf them firmly resisted the strongest temptl!-tions tG extend their paper 
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issues, when appll.rent[y sustained in a suspension of specie payments by 
public opinion, even though in some cases invited by legislative enact-
ments. 'T'o this twnorahle course, aided by the resistance of the Gen-
eral Government, acting in obedience to the constitution and laws 
of the United States, to the introduction of an irredeemable paper medium, 
may be attributed, in a great degree, the speedy restoration of our curreBcy 
to a sound state, and the business of the country to its wonted prosperity. 
The banks have but to continue in the same safe course, atJd be content 
in their appropriate sphere, to avoid all interference from the Gene.ral Gov-
ernment, and to derive fron·l it all the protection and benefits which it 
bestows on other State establishments, on the people of the States, and on 
the States themselves. In this, their true position, they cannot but secure 
the confidence and good will of the people and the Government, which 
they can only lose when, leaping from thPir legitimate sphere, they attempt 
to control the legislation of the country, und pervert the operations of the 
Government to their own purposes. 
Our experience under the act passed at the last session, to grant pre-
emption rights to settlers on the public lands, has as yet been too limited to 
enable us to pronounce with saf~ty upon the efficacy of its provisions to 
carry out the wise and liberal policy of the Government in that respect. 
There is, however, the best reason to anticipate favorable resn·lts from its 
operation. The recommendations formerly submitted to you, in respect to 
a graduation of the price of the public lands, remain to be finally acted 
upoN. Having found no reason to change the views then expressed, your 
attention to them is again respectfully requested. 
Every proper exertion has been made, and will be continued, to carry 
o.ut the wishes of Congress in relation to the tobacco trade, as indicated in 
the several resolutions of the House of Representatives and the legislation 
of the two branches. A favorable impression has, I trust, been made in the 
different foreign countries to which particular attention has been directed, 
and 01.lthough we cannct hope for an early change in their policy, as in 
many of them a convenient and large revenue is derived from monopolies 
in the fabrication and sale of this article, yet, as these monopolies are really 
injurious to the people where they are estu.blished, and the revenue derived 
·from them ml'ly be less injnriomlly and with equal facility obtained from 
another and a liberal system of administration, we cannot doubt that our 
efforts will be eventNally crowned with :mccess, if persisted in with temper-
ate firmness, and snstaiued by prudent legislation. 
In recommending to Congress the adoption of the necessary provisions 
at this session for taking the next census, or enumeration of the inhabitants 
of the United States, the suggestion pmsents itself whether the scope of the 
measure might not be usefully extended by causing it to embrace authentic 
statistical returns of the great interests specially intrusted to, or necessarily 
affected by, the legislation of Congress. 
The accompanying repfJrt of the Secretary of War presents a satisfac-
tory account of the state of the army and of the several branches of the 
public service confided to the superintendence of that officer. 
The law increasing and organizing the military establishment of the 
United States has been nearly carried into effect, and the army has been 
extensively and usefully employed during the past season. 
I would again call to your notice the subjects connected with and essen-
tial to the military defences of the country, which were submitted to you 
15 [ 1 J 
at the last session; but which were not acted upon, as is supposed, for want 
of time. The most important of them is the organization of the militia on 
the maritime and inland frontiers. 'rhis measure is deemed important, as 
it is believed tl1at it will furnish an eifecti ve volunteer force in aid of the 
regular army, and may form the basis for a general system of organization 
for the entire militia of the United States. 'l"'he erection of a national foun-
dry and gunpowder manufactory, and one for making small arms, the latter 
to be situated at some point west of the Alleghany mountains, all appear to 
be of ~ufficient importance to be again urged npon your attention. 
The plan proposed by the Secretary of War for the distribution of the 
forces of the United States in time of peace, is well calculated to promote 
regularity and economy in the fiscal administration of the service, ' to pre-
serve the discipline of the troops, and to render them available for the main-
tenance of tile peace and tranquillity of the country. With this view, like-
wise, I recommend the adoption of the plan presented by that officer for the 
defence of the western frontier. The preservation of the lives and property 
of onr fellow-citizens who are settled upon that border country, as well as 
the existence of the Indian population, which might be tempted by our want 
of preparation to rush on their own destruction and attack the white settle-
ments, all s;eem to require that this subject should be acted upon without 
delay, and the "\Var Department authorized to place that country in a state 
of complete defence against any assault from the numerous and warlike 
tribes which are congregated on that border. 
It affords me sincere pleasure to be able to apprize you of the entire re-
moval of the Cherokee nation of Indians to their new homes west of the 
Mississippi. The measures authorized by Congress at its last session with 
a view to the long-standing controversy with them, have had the happiest 
effects. By an agreement concluded with them by the commanding gen-
eral in that country, who has performed the duties assigned to him on the 
occasion with commendable energy and humanity, their removal has been 
principally under the conduct of their own chiefs, and they have emigrated 
without any apparent reluctance. 
The successful accomplishment of this important object; the removal, 
also, of the entire Creek nation, with the exception of a small number of 
fugitives amongst the Seminoles in Florida; the progress already made 
towards a speedy completion of the removal of the Chickasaws, the Oboe-
taws, the Pottawatamies, the Otawas, and the Chippewas, with the exten-
sive purchases of Indian lands during the present year, have rendered the 
speedy and successful result of the long-established policy of the Govern-
ment upon the subject of Indian affairs entirely certain. The occasion is, 
therefore, deemed a proper one to place this policy in such a point of view 
as will exonerate the Government of the United States from the undeserved 
reproach which has been cast upon it through several successive adminis-
trations. That a mixed occupancy of the same territory, by the white and 
red man, is incompatible with the safety or happiness of either, is a position 
in respect to which there has long since ceased to be room for a difference 
of opinion. Reason and experience have alike demonstrated its impracti-
(!ability. The bitter fruits of every attempt heretofore to overcome the bar-
riers interposed by nature, have only been destruction, both physical and 
mora1, to the Indian ; dangerous conflicts of authority between the Federal 
and State Governments; and detriment to the individual prosperity of the 
citizen, as well as to the general improvement of the country. The reme· 
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dial policy, the principles of which were settled more than thirty ye~rs ago, 
under the administration of Mr. Jefferson, consists in an extinction, for a 
fair consideration, of the title to all the lands still occnpied by the Indians 
within the States and Territories of the United States; their removal to a 
country west of the .Mississippi, much more extensive, and better adapted 
to their condition than that on which they then resided ; the guaranty to 
them, by the United States, of their exclusive possession of that country 
forever, exempt from all intrusions by white men, with ample provisions 
for their secnrity against external violence and intern•1l dissensions, and the 
extension to them of suitable facilities for their advancement in civilization. 
This has not been the policy of particular administrations only, but of each 
in succession siuce the first ath~mpt to carry it out under that of Mr. Mon. 
roe. All have labored for its accomy>lishment, only with different degrees 
of success. The manner of its execution has, it is true, from time to time, 
given rise to conflicts of opinion and unjust imputations; but in respect to 
the wisdom and necessity of the policy itself, there has not, from the be· 
ginning, existed a doubt in the mind of any calm, judicious, disinterested 
friend of the Indian race, accustomed to reflection aud enlightened by ex· 
perience. 
Occupying the double character of contractor on its own account, and 
guardian for the parties contracted with, it was hardly to be expected that 
the dealings of the Federal Government with the Indian tribes would escape 
misrepresentation. That there occurred in the early settlement of this 
country, as in all others where the civilized race has succeeded to the pos-
sessions of the savage, instances of oppression and frand on the part of 
the former, there is too much reason to believe. No such offences can, how· 
ever, be justly charged upon this Government since it became free to pur· 
sue its own conrse. Its dealings with the Indian tribes have been just and 
friendly throughout; its efforts for their civilization constant, and directed 
by the best feelings of humanity; its watchfulness in protecting thenrfrom 
individual frauds nnremitting; its forbearance under the keenest provoca-
tions, the deepest injuries, and the most flagrant outrnges, may challenge 
at least a comparison with any nation, ancient or modern; in similar circnm· 
stances; and if in future times a powerful, civilized, and happy nation of 
lndians shall be found to exist within the limits of this northern continent, 
it will be owing to the consummation of that policy which has been so 
unjustly assailed. Only a very brief reference to facts in confirmation of 
this assertion can in this form be given, and yon are, therefore, necP-ssarily 
referred to the report of the Secretary of \Yar for further details. To the 
Cherokees, whose case has perhaps excited the greatest share of attention 
and sympathy, the United States have granted in fee, with a perpetual 
guaranty of exclusive and peaceable possession, 13,554,135 acres of land, 
on the west side of the Mississippi, eligibly sitnnted, in a healthy climate, 
and in all respects better suited to their condition than the country they 
have left, in exchange for only 9,492,160 acres on the east side of the same 
river. The Unite1 States have in addition stipulated to pay them five 
million six hundred thousand dollars for their interest in, and improvements 
on, the lands thus relinquished, and one million one hundred and sixty 
thousand dollars for subsistence and other beneficial purposes; thereby 
putting it in their power to become one of the most wealthy and indepen. 
dent separate communities, of the same extent, in the world. 
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By the treaties made and ratified with the 1\tiamies, the Chippewas, the 
Sioux, the S,lcs and Foxes, and the Winnebagoes, during the last year, the 
ndian title to eighteen million four hundred and fifty· 1 ·ght thousand acres 
J1as been extinguished. 1.,hese purchases have been much more extensive 
than those of any previous year, and have, with other Indian expenses, 
borne very heavily upon the Treasury. They leave, however, but :t 
mall quantity of unbought Indian lands within t:1e St·1tes and ~rerrito­
ries; and the Legislature and Executive were eqnaily sensible of the pro-
priety of a final and more speedy extinction of Indian titles within those 
limits. The treaties which were, with a single exception, made in pursu-
ance of previous appropriations for defrayin~ the expenses, have subse-
quently been ratified by the Senate, and received the sanction of Congress 
by the appropriations necessary to carry them into effect. Of the terms 
upon which these important negotiations were concluded, I can speak from 
direct knowledge ; and I feel no difficulty in affirming that the interest of 
the Indians in the extensive territory embraced by them, is to be paid for at 
its fair value, and that no more favorable terms lu ve been granted to the 
United States than woulc have been reasonably xpected in a. negotiation 
with civilized men, fully capable of appreciating and protecting their own 
rights. For the Indian title to 116,349,897 acres acquired since the 4th of 
March, 1829, the United Stutes have paid 872,560,056, in permanent annui-
ties, lands, reservations for Indians, expenses of removal and subsistence, 
merchandise, mechanical and agricultural establishments, and implements. 
When the heavy e.rpenses incurred by the United States, and the circum-
s ance that so large a portion of the entire territory will be forever unsale-
able, are considered, and this price is compared with that for which the 
United States sell their own lands, no one can doubt that just cc has been 
done to the India 1S in thesG purchases also. Certain it is, that the m lS-
actions of the F ederal Gover.1ment with the Indians ~~ave bee·n uniformly 
c 1aracterized by a sincere and paramount desire to promote their wel£.1.re; 
and it must be a source of the highest gratification to every friend to justice 
and humanity to learn that, notwithstanding the obstructions from time to 
time thrown in its way, and the difficulties which have arisen from the 
peculiar and impracticable nature of the Indian character, the wise, humane, 
and undeviating policy of the Government in this, the most difficult of all 
our relations, foreign or domestic, has at leng(h been justified to the world 
in its near approach to a happy and certain consummation. 
1.,he condition of the tribes which occupy the country set apart for them 
in the west, is highly prosperous, and encourages the hope of their early-
civiliz:.ttion. They have, for the most part, abandoned the hunter state, 
and turned their attention to agricultural p usuits . . All those who have 
been established for any length of time in that fertile region, maintain 
themselves by their own indt~stry. There are arr:ong them traders of no 
inconsiderable capital, and planters exporting cotton to some extent; but 
the greater 1 umber are small agriculturists, living in comfort upon the 
prodnce of their farms. The recent emigrants, although they have in 
some instances removed reluctantly, have readily acquiesced in their un-
avoidable destiny. 'rhcy have found at once a recompense for past suffer-
in as and an incentive to industrious habits in the abundance and comforts 
around them. There is reason to believe that all the'.le tribes are friendly 
in their feelings towards the United States; and it is to be hoped that the 
acquisition of individual wealth, the pursuits of agriculture, and habits of 
2 
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industry, will gradually subdue their warlike propensities, and incline them 
to maintain peace among themselves. To effect this desirable object, the 
attention of Congress is solicited to the measures recommended by the 
Secretary of War for their future government and protection, as well from 
each other as from the hostility of the warlike tribes around them, and the 
intrusions of the whites. 'rhe policy of the Government has given them 
a permanent home, and guarantied to them its peaceful and undisturbed 
possession. It only remains to give them a government and laws which 
will encourage industry, and secure to them the rewards of their exertions. 
The importance of some form of government cannot be too much insisted 
upon. The earliest effects will be to diminish the causes and occasions 
for hostilities among the tribes, to inspire an interest in the observance of 
laws to which they will have themselves assented, and to multiply the securi-
ties of property, and the motives for self-improvement. Intimately con-
nected with this subject, is the establishment of the military defences re-
commended by the Secretary of War, which have been alreadv referred to. 
Without them, the Government will be powerless to redeem its pledges of 
protection to the emigrating Indians against th~ numerous warlike tribes 
that surround them, and to provide for the safety of the frontier settlers of 
the bordering States. 
The case of the Seminoles constitutes at present the only exception to 
the successful efforts of the Government to remove the Indians to the 
homes assigned them west of the Mississippi. Four hundred of this tribe 
emigrated in 1836, and fifteen hundred in 1837 and 1838, leaving in the 
country, it is supposed, about 2,000 Indians. The continued treacherous 
·Conduct of these people.; the savage and unprovoked murders they have 
lately committed, butchering whole families of the settlers of the Territory, 
without distinction of age or sex, and makin~ their way into the very centre 
and heart of the country, so that no part of it is free from their ravages ; 
tbeir frequent attacks on the light-houses along that dangerous coast ; and 
the barbarity with which they have murdered the passengers and crews of 
such vessels as have been wrecked upon the reefs and keys which border 
the gulf, leave the Government no alternative but to continue the military 
operations against them until they are totally expelled from Florida. 
There are other motives which would urge the Government to pursue 
this course towards the Seminoles. ,.fhe United States have fulfilled in 
good faith all their treaty stipulations with the Indian tribes, and have, in 
every other instance, insisted upon a like performance of their obligations. 
To relax from this salutary rule because the Seminoles have maintained 
themselves so long in the Territory they had relinquished, and, in defiance 
of their frequent and solemn engagements, still continue to wage a ruthless 
war against the United States, would not only evince a want of constancy 
on our part, but be of evil exam.ple ~n our int.ercourse with other trib~s. 
Experience has shown that but httle IS to be gamed by the march of armies 
through a country so intersected with inacce~sible swamp~ and marshes, 
and which, from the fatal character of the chmate, must be abandoned at 
the end of the winter. I recommend, therefore, to your attention the plan 
submitted by the Secretary of War in the accompanying report, for the 
permanent occupation o.f the porti~n of the Territory free~ from the I~­
dians, and the more effictent protectwn of the people of Flonda from their 
inhuman warfare. 
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From the report of the Secretary of the Navy, herewith transmitted, it 
·will appear that a large portion of the disposable naval force is either actively 
employed, or in a state of preparation for the purposes of experience and 
discipline, and the protection of our commerce. So effectual has been this 
protection, that, so far as the information of Government extends, not a. 
single outrage has been attempted on a vessel carrying the flag of tha 
Umted States, within the present year, in any quarter, however distant or 
exposed. 
The exploring expedition sailed from Norfolk on the 19th of August 
last; and information has been received of its safe arrival at the island of 
Madeira. The best spirit animates the officers and crews, and there is every 
reason to anticipate, from its efforts, results beneficial to commerce and 
honorable to the nation. 
It will also be seen that no reduction of the force now in commission 
is contemplated. The unsettled state of a portion of South America. 
renders it indispensable that our commerce should receive protection in 
that quarter ; the vast and increasing interests embarked in the trade of the 
Indian and China sells, in the whale fisheries of the Pacific ocean, and in 
the Gulf of Mexico, require equal attention to their safety; and a small 
squadron may be employed to great advantage on our Atlantic coast, in 
meeting sudden demands for the reinforcement of other stations, in aiding 
merchant vessels in distress, in affording active service to an additional 
number of officers, and in visiting the different ports of the United States, 
.an accurate knowledge of which is obviously of the highest importance. 
The attention of Congress is respectfully called to that portion of the re-
-port recommending an increase in the number of smaller vessels, and t() 
other suggestions contained in that document. The rapid increase and. 
wide expansion of our commerce, which is every day seeking new avenues 
of profitable adventure; the absolute necessity of a naval force for its pro-
tection precisely in the degree of its extension; a due regard to the national 
rights and honor; the recollection of its former exploits, and the anticipa-
tion of its future triumphs whenever opportunity presents itself, which wEt· 
may rightfully indulge from the experience of the past; all seem to point 
to the navy as a most efficient arm of our national defence, and a proper-
object of legislative encouragement. 
The progress and condition of the Post Office Department will be seen 
by reference to the report of the Postmaster General. The extent of post 
roads, covered by mail contracts, is stated to be 134,818 miles, and the an-
nual transportation upon them 34,580,202 miles. The number of post 
offices in the United States is 12,553, and rapidly increasing. The gros~ 
revenue for the year ending on the 30th day of June last, was $4,262,145 00. 
The accruing expenditures, $4,680,068 00 ; excess of expenditures, $417,-
923 00. This has been made up out of the surplus previously on hand. 
The cash on hand on the first instant, was $314,068 00. The revenu6 
for the year ending June 30, 1838, was $161,540 more than that for the 
year ending June 30, 1837. The expenditures of the department had 
been graduated upon the anticipation of a largely increased revenue. A 
moderate curtailment of mail service consequently became necessary, and. 
has been effected, to shield the department against the danger of embarrass-
ment. Its revenue is now improving, and it will soon resume its onward. 
course in the mar<;h of improvement. · 
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·vour particular attention is requested to so much of the Postmaster 
General's report as relates to the transportation of the mails upon railroads. 
The law on that subject do not seem adequnte to secure that service, now 
become almost essential to the public interests, and at the same time protect 
the department from combinations and unreasonable demands. 
Nor can I too earnestly request your attention to the necessity of provid-
ing a more secure building for this department. The danger of destruc-
tion to which its important books and papers are continually exposed, as 
well from the highly combustible character of the building occupied as 
from that of others in the vicinity, calls loudly for prompt action. 
Your attention is again earnestly invited to the suggestions and recom~ 
mendations submitted at the last session in respect to the District of Colum-
bia. 
I feel it my duty, also, to bring to your notice certain proceedings at law 
which have recently been prosecuted in this District, in the name of the 
United States, on the relation of Messrs. Stockton and Stokes, of the State 
()f Maryland, ag-ainst the Postmaster General, and which have resulted in 
the payment of money out of the national Treasury, for the first time 
since the establi hment of the Government, by judicial compulsion exer-
cised by the common law writ of mandamus, issued by the circuit court of 
this District. 
The facts of the case, and the grounds of the proceedings, will be found 
fully stated in the report of the decision ; and any additional informati0n 
which you may desire will be snpplied by the proper department. No 
interference in the particular case is contemplated. 'l"'he money has been 
_paid ; the claim of the prosecutors have been satisfied; and the whole 
subject, so far as they are concerned, is fin n1ly di~posed of; but it is on the 
.supposition that the case may be regarded as an authoritative exposition of 
the law as it now stands, that I have thought it nece.~sary to present it 
to your consideration. 
The object of the application to the circuit court was to compel the Post-
nmster Geneml to carry into effect an award made by the Solicitor of the 
•rreasury, under a special act of Congress for the settlement of certain 
claims of the relators on the Post Office Department, which award the Post-
1!laster General declined to execute in full, until he should receive further 
legislative direction on the subject. If the duty imposed on the Post-
master General, by that law, was to be regarded as one of an official na-
ture, belonging to his office as a brai1ch of the Executive, then it is obvious 
:th .. t the constitutional competency of the Judiciary to direct and con-
trol him in its discharge, was necessarily drawn in questiqn. And if 
ihe duty so imposed on the Postmaster General was to be considered 
as merely ministerial, and not executive, it yet remained to be shown 
that the circuit court of this district had authority to interfere by man-
:Uamus-such a power having never before been asserted or claimed 
by that conrt. \Vith a view to the settlement of these important ques-
1ions, the judgment of the circuit court was carried, by a writ of error, 
to the Supreme Court of the United States. In the opinion of that tribunal, 
,the. duty imposed on the Postmaster General was not un official, executive 
n' ty, but one of a merely ministerial nature. The grave constitutional 
questions which had been discussed, were, therefore, excluded from the de-
cklion of the case; the court, indeed, expressly admitting that, with powers 
und duties properly belongitJg to the Executive, no other department can 
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interfere by the writ of mandamus; and the question, therefore, resolved itself 
into this: Has Congress conferred upon the circuit onrt of this District the 
power to issue such a writ to an officer of the General Government, com-
manding him to perform a ministerial act? A majority of the court have 
decided that it has, but have founded their decision upon a pro~ess of 
reasoning which, in my judgment, renders further legislative provision in-
·dispensable to the public interests and the equal administration of justice. 
It has loug since been decided by the Supreme Court, that neither that 
tribunal nor the circuit courts of the United States held within the re pec-
tive States, possess the power in question; but it is now held that this power, 
denied to both of these high tribunals, (to the former by the constitution, 
and to the latter by Congress,) has been, by its legislation, vested in the' 
circuit court of this District. No such direct grant of power to the circuit 
court of this District is claimed; but it has been held to result, by necessary 
implication, from several sections of the 1aw' establishing the court. One 
of these sections declares, that the laws of Maryland, as they existed at the 
time of the cession, should be in force in that part of the District ceded by 
that State; and, by this provision, the common law, in civil and criminal . 
cases, as it prevailed in Maryland in 1801, was established in that part of 
the District. 
In England, the Court of King's Bench,-because the Sovereign, who,-
according to the theory of the constitution, is the fountain of justice, ori-
ginally sat there in person, and is still deemed to be present, in construction. 
of law,-alotH~ possesses the high power of issuing the writ of mandamus,. 
not only to inferior jurisdictions and corporations, but also to magistrates-
and others, commanding them, in the King's name, to do what their duty-
requires, in cases where there is a vested right, and no other specific rem-
edy. It has been held, in the case referred to, that, as the Supreme Court 
of the United States is, by the constitution, rendered incompetent to exer-
cise this power, and as the circuit court of this District is a court of general 
jurisdiction in cases at common law, and the highest court of original 
jurisdiction in the District, the right to issue the writ of mandamus iS" 
incident to its common law powers. Another ground relied upon to main .. 
tain the power in question, is, that it was included, hy fair construction, 
in the power it granted to the circuit courts of the United States, by the act 
"to provide for the more convenient organization of the courts of the 
United States," passed 13th of Febru· ry, 1801; that the act establishing 
the circuit court of this Distnct, passed the 27th day of February, 1801, 
conferred upon that court and the judges / thereof the same po vers as were 
by law vested in the circuit courts of ihe United States and in the judges 
of the said courts; that the repeal of the first mentioned act, which took 
place in the next year, did not divest the circuit court of this District of 
the authoTity in dispute, but left it still clothed with the pO\vers over the 
subject which, it is conceded, were taken away from the circuit courts of 
the United States by the repeal of the act of 13th Febrnary, 1801. 
Admitting- that the adoption of the laws of Maryland for a portion of this 
District confers on the circuit court thereof, in that portion, the tram;c~nd· 
ent extra-judicial prerogative powers of the Court of King's Bench, in 
England, or that either of the acts of Congress, by necessary implication, 
authorizes the former court to issue a writ of mandamus to an officer of the 
United States, to compel him to perform a ministerial duty, the conse-
quences are, in one respect, the same. The result in either case is, that the 
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.c:fficers of the United States, stationed in different parts of the United~ States, 
are, in respect to the performance of their official duties, subject to different 
laws and a different supervision; those in the States to one rule, and those· 
in the District of Columbia to another and a very different one. In the Dis--
trict their official conduct is subject to a judicial control, from which in the 
,Btates they are exempt. 
Whatever difference of opinion may exist as to the expediency of vesting 
::;uch a power in the judiciary, in a system of Government constituted like 
1hat of the United States, all must agree that these disparaging discrepan-
·Cies in the law and in the adminisflration of justice ought not to be permit-
ted to continue ; and as Congress alone can provide the remedy, the sub-
ject is unavoidably presented to your copsideration. 
. W .ASIIINGTON, December 3, 1838. 
.M. VAN BUREN ... 
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DOCUMENTS 
CCOMP.ANYING THE .MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED ST.AT.£8 TO THE TWO. 
HOUSES OP CONGRESS, .AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF' THE THIRD SESSION 
OJ' THE TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
A PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas, there is too much reason to believe that citizens of the United 
States, in disregard of the solemn warning heretofore given to them by the· 
proclamations, issued by the Executive of the General Government and by 
some of the Governors of the States, have combined to disturb the peace 
of the dominions of a neighboring and friendly nation: And whereas, in~ 
formation has been given to me, derived from official and other sources, that 
many citizens, in different parts of the United States, are associated or asso· 
ciating for the same purpose: And whereas, disturbances have actually 
broken out anew in different parts of the two Canadas: And whereas, a 
hostile invasion has been made by citizens of the United States in con· 
junction with Canadians and others, who, after forcibly seizing upon the 
property of their peaceful neighbors, for the purpose of effecting their un-
lawful designs, are now in arms against the authorities of Canada, in per. 
feet disregard of their own obligations as American citizens, and of the obli-
gations of the Government of their country to foreign nations : 
Now, therefore, I have thought it necessary and proper to issue this pro· 
clamation, calling upon every citizen of the United States, neither to give 
countenance nor encouragement, of any kind, to those who have thus for-
feited their claim to the protection of their country; upon those misguided 
or deluded persons who are eno-aged in them, to abandon projects danger-
ous to their own country, fatai to those whom they profess a desire to re-
lieve, impracticable of execution without foreign aid, which they cannot 
rationally expect to obtain, and giving rise to imputations (however un. 
founded) upon the honor and good faith of their own Government; upon 
every officer, civil and military, and upon every citizen, by the veneration 
due by all freemen to the laws which they have assisted to enact for their 
own government: by his regard for the honor and reputation of his country, 
by his love of order and respect for that sacred code of laws by which na-
tional intercourse is regulated, to use every effort in his power to arrest, for 
trial and punishment, every offender against the laws providing for the per. 
formance of our obligations to the other powers of the world : And I here· 
by warn all those who have engaged in these criminal enterprises, if per-
sisted in, that whatever may be the condition to which they may be reduced, 
they must not expect the interference of this Government, in any form, on 
their behalf, but will be left, reproached by every virtuous fellow-citizen, to 
be dealt with according to the policy aHd justice of that Government whose 
dominions they have, in defiance of the known wishes and efforts of their 
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own Government, and without the shadow of justification or excuse, nefa-
riously invaded. 
Given under my hand, at the city of Washington, the twenty-first day of 
November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-eight, and the sixty-third of the Independence of the United 
States. · 
By the President: 
JoHN FoRsYTH, 
Secretm·y of State. 
M. VAN BURE J. 
CORRESPONDENCE WirrH THE RUSSIAN LEGATION. 
Baron Krudener to the Acting Secretary of State. 
WASHINGTON, le 19, (31,) 1Vfai1 1835. 
Le soussigne, Envoye 8xtraordinaire et Ministre Plenipotentiare de sa 
Majeste l'Emperenr de toutes les Russies a l'honneur d'adresser a Monsieur 
Dickins, charge pendant l'absenee de Monsieur le Secretaire d'Etat, de la. 
direction du Departement des Relations Exterieures, la communiGation 
sujvante. 
La convention conclue entre la Russie et les Etats-Unis d'Amerique, le 
5eme ( 17 erne) Avril, 1824, a regie divers points relatiss au commerce et a la 
navigation des batimens, respectifs le long de la cote nord ouest d' Amerique. 
Entre autre Particle rv. -de cette convention, accordait aux navires Ameri-
. cains le droit de frequenter sans entrave quelconqne pendant un tenne de 
dix ans a dater du jour de la signature de la dite convention,les mers interi-
eurs, les golfes, hftvres et eriques compris dans les limites des possessions 
Russes sur la cote mentionee, et nommement, au nord du1 541 degre ee 40 
minutes de latitude. 
C t~rme, de dix ans, venait d'expirer le 5th (17th) Avril de l'annee der. 
niere cependent les capitaines America ins, Snow et Allen, qui se trouvaient 
d_ans le ort de Novo Archangelsk, n'en ont pas moins an nonce !'intention 
d'aller visiter, comme par le passe les mouillages du eittoral appurtenant a 
la Russie en pretextant que la cessation du privilege dont leur concitoyens 
avaient joui jusqu' alors, ne leur avait pas ete notifiee par leur Government 
atte deposition engagea le Capitaine Baron de Wrangel, Gouverneur des 
colonies Russic Americaines, a declarer formellement aux sieurs Snow et 
Allen, par nne circulaire, qu'illeur adressa sons la date du 27th Avril, qu' 
aux terms de la convention de 1824, les navires Americains n'avaient plus 
dorenavant, Je droit d'uborder indistinctement a toutes les mouillages: com-
P.r~s dans les limites des dites posses::;ions en Amerique. 
E conseguence de ce qui vient d'etre expose, le Ministere de sa Majeste 
l'Bmpereur qe tontes les Russies am·donne au soussigne d'appeler !'attention 
dp. Gouv~rnment des Rtats-Unis sur l'expiration, qui a eu lieu l'anne~ der-
niere, de Particle IV. du traite du 5th (17 Avril,) 1824, en vertu duqnel une 
liberte indefinie et indistinct etait accordee aux batimens des deux nations, 
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de frequenter les possessions respectives de l'une et de l'autre a la cote' 
nord ouest. Le nouvel etat de choses survenu en vertu du traite, apres 
!'expiration des premieres dix annees n'ayant pas ete suffi.sament apprecie 
par les navigateurs des Etats-Unis, qui ont frequente en dernier lieu, les pos. 
sessions de la Russie au nord ouest de !'Amerique Septentrionate, il parait 
necessaire que le public Americain soit informe de l'etat actuel des rehttians 
subsi tantes a cet egard et le soussig-ne a en ordre d'inviter le Gouvernment 
des Etats-Unis a prendre a cet etfet, les measures les plus convenables. 
Le soussigne saisit avec empressement cette occasion de faire agreer a. 




7'o A. Di~kins, Esq., Acting Secretary of State. 
WASHINGTON, ]Jlay 19, (31,) '1835. 
The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
his Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias, has the honor to address the 
following communication to Mr. Dickins, who has charge of the Depart-
ment of Foreign Relations, dnring the absence of the Secretary of State. 
'rhe convention concluded between Russia and the United States, on 
the 5th (17th) nf April, 1824, regulated various points respecting the com-
mere& and navigation of the vessels of each nation, along the uerthwest 
coast of America. The fourth article of this convention grants to .American 
vessels for ten years after the date of the signature, the right of frequenting, 
without any hindrance whatever, the interior seas, gulfs, harbors, and creeks, 
comprised within the limits of the Russian possegsions on the aforesaid coast, 
and especially northward of 54°40' norlh latitude. 
This period of ten years expired on the 5th (17th) of April, 1834; not-
withstanding which two American captains, Snow and Allen, who were 
then in the port of Novo Archangelsk, declared their intention to visit the 
anchoring places on the coast, belonging to Russia, a before, on the plea 
that they had received no notice of the cessation of this privilege from their 
Government. 
This declaration induced Captain Baron de W rangel, Governor of the 
Russian American colonies, to state formaliy to Captains Snow and Allen, 
by a circular addressed to them under date of April 27, that, by the terms 
of the convention of April, 1824, American vessel had no longer the right 
of landing at their discretion, in all the landing places of the said possessions 
in America. 
In consequence of what is here exposed, the ministry of his 'Majesty tha 
Emperor of all the Russias has ordered the undersi~ned to call the atten-
tion of the American Government to the fact, that the fourth article of the 
t!eaty of 5th (17th) of April, 1824, by which indefinite and indiscriminate 
ltberty, (liberte indefinie et indistinct1) of frequenting the respective pos· 
sessions of each party Oil the northwest coast, was granted to the vessels of 
each, ha expired. The new state of things broug~t on by the terms of 
the treaty, since the expiration of the said ten years, not having been suffi.· 
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ciently appreciated by the navigators of the United States, who have latterly 
frequented the Russian possessions on the northwest coast of North America, 
it appear£ to be necessary that the American public should be informed of 
the actual state of the relations on this subject; and the undersigned has been 
ordered to invite the Government of the United States to take the most 
suitable measures with regard to it. 
'rhe undersigned embraces this opportunity to assure Mr. Dickins of 
his most distinguished consideration. 
BARON DB KRUDENER. 
MR. DICKINS. 
Acting Secretary of State to Baron Krudener. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
washington, June a, 1835. 
The undersigned, acting Secretary of State of the United States, has 
the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note addressed to him ou the 
19th (31st) ultimo, by Baron Krudener, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary of his Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias, reminding 
this Government of ~e expiration of the fourth article of the treaty of t»e 
5th (17th) April, 1824, between the United States and Russia, which se-
cured to American and Russian vessels the privilege of frequenting the 
respective possessions of the two powers on the northwestern coast, and 
suggesting the propriety of the adoption of proper measures to notify this 
fact to the people of the United States. 
The undersigned has the honor to inform Baron Krudener that he will 
take an early opportunity to submit his communication to the President ; 
and he avails himself of the occasion to renew to the Baron the assurance 
of his distinguished cotlsideration. 
ASBllRY DICKINS. 
BARON KaunENER, &c. &c. &c. 
Mr. Forsyth to Baron Krudenm·. 
DEPAR'l'MENT OF STATE, 
Washington, June 24, 1835. 
SIR: I have the honor to inform you that your note of the 19th (31st)' 
ultimo, calling the attention of this Government to the fact that the fourth 
article of the convention of April, 1824, between the United States and 
Russia, had expired by its own limitation, during the year 1834, and sug-
gesting the propriety of making this event known to the American public, 
has been laid before the President for his consideration. As, however, the 
motives which led to, and rendered expedient, the adoption of that article 
of the treaty of 1824, exist new in equal force ; and as the arrangement 
has been found mutually beneficial to the interests of the citizens and 
subjects respectively of the contracting parties, without inconvenience to 
either, I am instructed to apprize you that the President would prefer not 
to take any ac.tive measures to interrupt the commercial intercourse between 
the United States and the Russian settlements on the northwe~t coast of 
!7 [ 1 ] 
America, ut1less, in yaur opinion, there is reason to belie'9'e that a proposi-
tion on the part of this Government, for the rer~ewal of the article referred 
to, would not be met ia a favorable spirit by the Government of his Im-
perial Majesty at St. Petersburg. 
An early answer to this communication, if you are not aware of any 
difficulty on the part of your Government, in the way of such a negotia-
tion, will enable me, without unnece3sary delay, to transmit the requisite 
instructions on the subject to the diplomatic representative of the United 
States in Russia. 
I pray you, £ir, to accept the assurance of my distinguished considera-
tiOR. 
JOHN FORSY'rH. 
BARON KnunENER, &c. &c. &c. 
Baron lf.rudeneJ to Mr. Forsyth. 
PHILADELPHIE, le 29 Juin, (11 Juillet,) 1835. 
Le soussigne, Envoye Extra.ordinaire et Ministre Plenipotentiare de sa 
M.ajeste l'Empersur de toutes les Russies, a re~u la note datee du 24 Juin,. 
que lui a addressee Monsieur Forsyth, Secretaire du Department d' Btat des 
Etats-Unis. 11 se serait fait un devoir d'y repondre plus immediatement,. 
si le mauvais etat de sa sante le lui avait permis. 
Le sousssig:ne regrette qu'il soit entierement hors de son pouvoir d'ar-
ticuler une opinion quelconque sur Je resultat dont seraient snivies des 
demarches, de la part du cabinet des Etats Unis, faites en vue d'engager le 
Gouvernment de la Majeste imperiale a stipuler Ull renouvellement del' 
article IV. du traite du 5 (17) Avril, 1824, qui depuis l'annee passee, a cesse· 
d'etre en vigueur. Dans cette impossibilite ou se trouve le soussigne de 
prejuger les intentions de l'Empereur, il ne lui reste qu' a perseverer dans· 
l'accomplissement des ordres, qui lui ont ete transmis par le Ministere, et 
qu' a reiterer sa demande qui a fait l'objet de sa note du 19 (31) Mai. Le 
devoir est d'autant plus indispensable pour le soussigne, que les instructions 
dont il est muni ace sujet, sont positives et n'expriment aucun doute sur 
le juste empressement avec leq\Iel le Gouvernment des Etats-Unis procooe-
rait a sa publication demandee. 
. Le soussigne saisi cette occasion d'offrir a Monsieur Forsyth ]'assurance 
de sa haute consideration. 
B. KRUDENER. 
A Monsieur FoRSYTH, &c. &c. &c. 
(TRANSLATION.] 
PHILADELPHIA, June 29, (July 11,) 1835. 
The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
his Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias, has received the note of June 
(I] 28 
24 which was addressed to him by Mr. Forsyth, Secretary of State of the 
United State$. 
He would have made it a duty to answer it immediately, had the state of 
his health permitted. 
The undersigned regrets that it is entirely out of his power to give any 
distinct opinion as to the result which might attend any steps, on the part of 
the cabinet of the United States, to engage the Government of his Imperial 
Majesty to stipulate a renewal of the 4th article of the treaty of April 5, ( 17,) 
1824, which ceased to be in force last year. It being thus impossible for 
the undersigned to foresee tl"le intentions of the Emperor, he can only perse-
vere in compliance with the orders transmitted to him by the ministry, and 
in repeating the demand which formed the subject of his note of the 19th 
(31st) of May. 
The undersigned is the more obliged to comply with this duty as the 
instructions with which he is furnished on this subject are positive, and 
-express no doubt as to the readiness of the American Government to pro-
ceed to the publication requested. 
The undersigned seizes this occasion to offer to Mr. Forsyth the assu-
rance of his high consideration. · 
To the Hon. JoHN FoRSYTH, 
B. KRUDENER. 
Secretary of State. 
Mr. Forsyth to Baron Krudener. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, July 21, 1835. 
SIR: l l>1ave received your note of the 2~th June, (11th July,) declining 
to express an opinion as to the probable result of an application on the part 
of this Government to that of his Imperial Majesty for the renewal of the 
4th article of the convention of 1824. between the United States and Russia, 
~nd reiterating the request contained in your communication of the 19th 
(31st) May last, thnt the fact of the expiration ofthe term lim~ted in the ar-
ticle referred to should be in some form brought into notice for the infor-
mation of the American public. I have, in answer, the honor to state that 
a formal notice from the Government is not deemed necessary. 
All the citizens of the United States are bound to know existing laws, and 
their rights and obligations under existing treaties. Still, however, as his 
Imperia:! Majesty's Government has especially invited the attentio 1 0f this 
Government to the subject, au informal notice will be given through the 
public journals of Baron de Wrangel's warning t0'the captains of the vessels 
on the northwest coast of the continent. 
I will be happy to receive from yon, as early as practicable; precise infor-
mation of the measures his Imperial Majesty's Government has adopted, or 
pro~oses to adopt, in relation to the subjeGt, as corresponding regulations 
may be deemed necessary by the United States in regard to Russian sub-
jects, in the event of the non-renewal of the treaty stipulation. 
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I pray you to accept the renewed assurance of my distinguished con111 
sideration. 
JOHN FORSYTH. 
BARON KRUDENER, &c. &c. 
Baron Krudener to Jlir. Forsyth. 
NEw YoRK, le 14 (26) de Juillet, 1835. 
Le soussigne, Envoye Rxtraordinaire et Ministre Plenipotentiare de sa 
Majeste l'Emperenr de toutesles Russies, a eu l'honneur de recevoir la note, 
datee du 21 Juillet, par la quelle Monsieur Forsyth, le Secretaire du De-
partement d'Etat des Etats-Unis L'informe, en reponse,a la communication 
qu'illui avait adressee le 29 Juin (11 Juillet) dernier, de !'intent" on dn Gou-
vernement des Etats-Unis de faire paraitre dans les journaux publics, une 
notification non officiel e de l'avertissement don nee par le capitaine Bl'lron de 
Wrangel aux commandans des batimensAmericains sur la cote nord-ouest de 
ce continent, concernant !'expiration du4th art.clc du traite du 5eme (17eme) 
Avril, lcl2L1; ct exprime le desir de recevoir du soussigne au3sitot qn'il sera 
possible, des informations precises sur les mesures que le Gouvernement 
Imperial a adopties, ou qu'il se propose d'adopter, relativement a ce sujet, 
comme des reglemens correspondans peuvent etre juges necessaires pour 
les Etats-Unis a l'i~Jard des sujets Russes, dans le cas ou la stipulation du 
traite ne sera.it pas renouve1le. 
Le soussigne a porte sans delai, ala connaissance de son Gouvernement 
1a note ci-dessus mentionee de Monsieur le Secretaire du Departement 
d'Etat des Etats-Unis et s'empressera des qu'il aura re_9u les instructions 
du .Ministere Imperial de communiquer a Monsieur Forsyth le resultat de 
cettc demarche. 
Le soussigne saisit cette occasion d'offrir a Monsieur Forsyth le Secre-
taire du Departement d'Etat des Etats-Unis, !'assurance de sa haute con-
sideration. B. DE KRUDENER. 
M. PoRSYTH, Secretaire, ~·c. 
(TRANSLATION.] 
NEw YoRK, 14th, (26th) July, 1835. 
The undersio-ned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary: 
of his .Majesty the Emperor of all the Rnssias, had the honor to rec?ive 
the note, dated July 21st, in which Mr. Forsyth, Secretary of Stat~ oi the 
United States, in reply to his communnication o~ June 29,_(Ju1y ~1,) mfon~lS 
him that the Government of the United States mtend to msert m the pubhc 
newspapers an unofficial notice of the warning given by Baron. Wran~el to 
the captains of .American vessels on the north west coast of this c.ontment1 . 
iespectino- the expiration of the 4th article of the treaty .of Apnl 5, (17,) 
1824; expressing, also, a desire to receive from the undersigned~ as soon as 
P,ossible, precise information with regard· to the mea~ures :vluch the Im-
perial Government has adopted, or may a~opt, on. th1s subJect, as ~orres­
ponding regulations wi.th regard to Russian subJects, ma.y be cons1dered 
necessary in case t}1e stipulation of the treaty be not renewed. 
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The undersigned has, without delay, submitted to this Government the 
said note of the Secretary of State, and will communicate to him the results 
as soon as they are received. 
The undersigned embraces this occasion, &c. 
B. KRUDENER. 
Hon. Mr. FoRSYTH, 
Secretary, o/c. 
Mr. Forsvth to Mr. Wilkins. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, July 30, 1835. 
SIR: 1 transmit to you, enclosed, the copy of a recent correspondence 
with Baron Krudener, the diplomatic representative of his Majesty the 
Emperor of Russia at Washington, regarding the 4th article of the conven-
tion of April, 1824, between the United States and that Empire. It will 
be perceived from these papers, that the Baron has taken occasion to re-
mind this Government of the expiration of the term limited in that article, 
and to request that a notification of this fact may be given for the informa· 
tion of the American public. An informal notice has been accordingly 
published in the "Globe" of the 22d instant, of Baron de Wrangel's warn-
ing to the captains of certain American vessels trading with the Russian 
.settlements on the northwest coast of America. It will also be seen, that, 
in answer to an inquiry from this department, Baron Krudener has declin-
ed to express an opinion as to the probable result of a proposition to his 
Imperial Majesty's Government, for a renewal of the article referred to. 
It therefore becomes necessary, and you are now authorized by the Pre-
sident's direction, to enter immediately upon a negotiation with the Gov-
ernment of his Imperial Maje~ty, if it shall be found willing to entertain 
the proposition, for the renewal of the stipulations of the 4th article of the 
-convention of the 5th (17th) April, 1824, for an indefinite period, or, if this 
cannot be had, for a term of years. 
There is reason to believe that the course pursued by the Captain Baron 
de Wrangel, Governor of the Russian American colonies, incidentally 
mentioned in the Baron de Krudener's letter of the 31st May last, has been 
investigated by the Russian American Fur Company; and it is not impro-
bable that representations of a character similar to those made to the Gov-
·ernor, and from the same source, have been transmitted to St. Petersburg. 
If prejudices exist of the nature apprehended, and tending to defeat the 
·object now in view, they will be easily discoverable in your intercourse 
with the Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs, and you will take an early 
opportunity to discredit them, by showing that representations growing out 
of private interests are always to be received with great caution, and should 
not be suffered to influence the decision of a question which may be pro-
ductive of injury to the citizens and subjects, respectively, of the contract-
in~ parties. 
The motives that prompted the adoption of the fourth article of the treaty 
of 1824, by the parties to that convention, exist now in equal, if not super-
added force ; since it will not be d<mied, that it has been mutually beneficial 
to the citizens and subjects of both, without being inconvenient to either. 
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Serious objections on the part of Russia, therefore, to the renewal of the 
3tipulatiens contained in it, can hardly be anticipated. Should this reason· 
able expectation, however, be disappointed, it is the wish of the President 
that you should, without unnecessary delay, obtain from his Imperial Ma· 
jesty's Government precise information in regard to the measures adopted, 
or proposed to be arl.opted, on its part, in relatiOn to the admission ot Ameri· 
can vessels into the ports, harbors, bays, and rivers of the Russian settle. 
ments, on the northwest coast of this continent, in order that corresponding 
regulations, if deemed necessary, may be made by this Government. 
I am,. sir, with respect, your obedient servant, 
JOHN FORSYTH. 
W M. W ILKINS7 Esq., ~·c. <J•c. <foe. 
P. S.-An extract from a despatch of lVlr. Middleton to the Secretary of 
State, dated 7th (19th) April, 1824, relating to the fourth article of the treaty 
of 1824, is also sent herewith: that you may understand the construction put 
upon it by the negotiator, which is undoubtedly correct, in the judgment of 
this department. 
(Prom the Globe of 22d of July, 1835.] 
It will be recollected that a convention was concluded between the Unit-
ed States and Russia in April, 1824, regulating various matters connected 
with the commerce and navigation of the two nations, on the northwest 
coast of America. By the 4th article it was stipulated that the ships of 
both nations might, during a term of ten years, frequent, without hindrance, 
the interior seas, gulfs, harbors, and creeks of each nation on that coast, for 
the purpose of fishing and trading with the natives of the country. The 
ten years expired in April, 1834 ; and we understand that formal notice has 
been given by the Governor of the Russian colonies, to the masters of the 
American ships then trading there, that they could no longer claim, under 
the convention, the right of landing, at all the landing places, without dis-
tinction, belonging to Russia on that coast. Those interested in the trade 
will not fail to observe that, under the 2d article of the convention, it is 
necessary for all American vessels, resorting to any point on that coast, 
where there is a Russian establishment, to obtain the permission of the 
Governor or commander. 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. DalltJ,s. 
(EXTRACT.] 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
lVashington, April 19, 1837. 
SIR: I am directed by the President to invite your early attention to the 
subject of the 4th article of the convention of April, 11::-24, with Hussia. 
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This article secured to the vessels of the contracting parties the reciproc 1 
right of frequenting, for the purpose of fishing and of trading· with the na-
tives, the interior seas, gulfs, havens, and creeks upon the northwest coast 
of this continent. Its stipulations were limited to the term of ten years, 
and expired in 1834. In the following year this Government having been 
reminded by the Russian minister here of the expiration of the term lir e 
in the article, instructions were given to Mr. Wilkins in July, 1835, to 
which you are particular I y referred, to offer a proposition to the Govern-
nlent of his Imperial Majesty, for a renewal of its stipulations, either for an 
indefinite period or for a term of years; and, if serious objections were en-
tertained on the part of the Russian Government to entering on such ne-
gotiation, Mr. \Vilkins was requested to obtain precise information in re-
gard to the measures adopted, or proposed to be adopted, by his Imperial 
Majesty, in regard to the admission of vessels of the United Sta es into the 
harbors, bays, and rivers of the Russian settlements on the northwest coast o 
America, in order that corresponding regulations, if deemed necessary, 
might be adopted by this Government. Under these instructions, the sub-
ject was accordingly presented to Connt Nesselrode in Novemb ,r of the 
same year, and in December following a note was received from him ac-
quainting Mr. \Vilkins that the Imperial Government thought it expedient 
to postpone a decisive answer to the proposal of the United States, to revive 
the stipulations of the 4th article of the convention of 1824, until the arrival 
of some of its officers fro n the northwest coast, who would be able to fnrmsh 
such information on the subject as would authorize an opinion upon the 
propriety of the measure. Since the receipt of the note last referred to, no 
further step has been taken by this Government, or its diplomatic repre-
sentative at St. Petersburg, in relation to the matter in qnestion. The ar-
rival at that capital, during the Jast summer, of the Baron Wrangel, form-
erly Governor of the Russian possessions in North Americn, will ha 'e af-
forded the Government ofhis Imperial Majesty an opportunity of obtaining 
the information desired. It is, therefore, the wish of the President that, as 
soon as con vonient after yonr arrival at your post, yon should remind the 
Count deNesselrode that no definitive answer has yet been given to the com-
munications of l~r. Wilkins on the subject of the renewal of the 4th article 
of the convention of 1824; that a decision is anxiously looked for, and that 
the hope is entertained that his Imperial 1YIDjesty's Government is now pre .. 
pared to take a favorable view of the proposition. In executing this duty, 
however, it will not be necessary to repeat the call for information as to the 
regulations which, in the event of a refusal to renew the 4th article of the 
convention, his Imperial Majesty's Government may propose to apply to 
the vessels of the United States frequenting the Russian settlements on the 
northwest coast. Such official inquiry may very properly be suspended 
until you shall have ascertained that some measures affecting our inter-
cour..,e with those possessions have actually been adopted by the Ru~sian 
Government, in consequence of the expiration of the 4th article of the con-
vention. 
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ltfr. Forsyth toM·. Dallas. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, May 4, 1837. 
SIR: I regret to have occasion so soon to advert to a subject connected 
with the claims of the United States to the right of trading with the natives 
of the country, and of fishing, on the northwest coast of this continent. 
You will perceive from a perusal of the accompanying papers, that the 
expiration of the 4th article of the convention of 1824 with Russia, is not 
unlikely to he attended with difficulties to our citizens frequenting that 
coast in pursuit of lawful objects. The leading features of the case to 
which your attention is now invited,-the particulars of which are more 
fully detailed in the enclosed copies of a letter dated 24th November last, 
from J. C. Jones, consul of the United States Rt the Sandwich islands, to 
this department, and of the protest to which it refers,-are as follows : 
The American brig "Loriot," Blinn, master, sailed from the port of 
Oahn on the 22d of August last, bound to the northwest coas• of America, 
for the purpose of procuring provisions, and also Indians to hunt 1or sea 
otter on the said coast. It appears that she made the land called Forrester's 
island on. the 14th of September following, and on the 15th anchored in 
the harbor of Tuckessan, latitude 54° 55' n9rth, and longitude 132° 30' 
west; that on the 18th a Russian armed brig arrived in the harbor of 
'rateskey, latitude 54° 45' north, and longitude 132° 55' west; that on the 
succeeding day the "Loriot" was boarded by officers from the Russian 
brig, who ordered tLe captain of the American vessel to leave the domin-
ions of his Maj3sty the Emperor of Russia ; that Captain Blinn then 
repaired on board the Rnssian brig, where the sah1e orders were repeated to 
him by the commander; thnt on the 20th and 23d days of the same m01~th 
these orders were reiterated; thnt on the 25th the "Loriot'1 was boarded 
by two armed boats from the Rnssian brig, and directed to get under weigh 
and proceed to the harhor of r:rateskey; that on the 27th the armed boats 
again boarded the American hrig, and compelled the captain to proceed to 
'rateskey ; that when off that place, the weather being threatening, per-
mission was asked of the Russian commander to enter the harbor with the 
Loriot, which request was denied, and Captain Blinn was again ordered to 
leave the waters of his Imperial Majesty; and that Captain Blinn, being 
prevented from procuring supplie'3 or necessaries for his vessel, and from 
obtaining any Indians (for the purpose of hunting sea otter) was finally 
obliged to abandon his voyage and return to the Sandwich islands, where 
he arrived on the 1st of November of the same year. 
The harbors designated in Captain Blinn's protest by the names of 
Tuckessan and Tateskey are not laid down in any map to which l have 
referred, and the department has no knowledge of any Russian establish-
ments having been formed ou the northwest coast or adjacent islands, in or 
about tLe latitnde given for these places. It will, therefore, be proper to 
ascertain whether there are, in fact, Russian settlements at the points desi~· 
nated, nnd, if so, you are authorized to make a representation of the whole· 
subject to his Imperial Majesty's Government, complaining of the pro-
C€edin~s in relation to the "Loriot," which are supposed to have been 
unauthorizedly instigated by the Russian American Fur Company, and 
sf· tin.o- that the President cannot but regard this act as one of a most un• 
friendly character, as the United States has had no official or other notice 
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of the existence of such establishments, and have not, although an applica.· 
tion has long since been made for them, ever been furnished by the Rus-
sian Government with the regulations consequent on the expiration of the 
4th article of the convention proposed to be applied to American vessels 
resorting to Russian settlements on that coast. 
On the other hand, should there prove to be no Russian establishments 
at the places mentioned, this outrage on the "Loriot" assumes a still graver 
aspect. It is a violation of the right of the citizens of the United States, 
immemorially exercised, and secured to them as well by the law of nations 
as by the stipulations of the first article of the convention of 1824, to fish 
in these seas, and to resort to the coast, for the prosecution of their lawful 
commerce upon points not already occupied. As such, it is the President's 
wish that you should remonstrate, in an earnest but respectful tone, against 
this groundless assumption of the Russian Fur Company, and claim from 
his Imperial Majesty's Government for the owners of the brig "Loriot," 
for their losses and for the damages they have sustained, such indemnifica-
tion as may, on an investigation of the case, be found to be justly due to 
them. I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN FORSYTH. 
GEoRGE M. DALLAs, Esq. 
P. S.-CopiP.s of the papers referred to in Mr. Middleton's despatch No. 
35, dated 7th (19th) April, I 824, are herewith transmitted to you, lest these 
documents should not be on file in the legation at St. Petersburg. 
UNITED STATES CoNSULATE, SANDWICH IsLANDs, 
Honululu, Oahu, November 30, 1836. 
SIR: I feel that' it is an official duty incumbent on this consulate to make 
known to the Department of State that the Northwest American Company 
are continuing to claim the exclusive privilege to the west coast of America 
as far south as fifty.four degrees in north latitude, and are enforcing their 
assumed right to that extent of coast by armed cruisers, commanded by offi-
cers of the Imperial navy. All intercourse or trade with the natives of that 
coast, within that specified limit, by citizens of tlte United States, is in 
consequence prevented, and thereby a profitable and long enjoyed com-
merce brought to a termination. 
Enclosed wil1 be foand a copy of protest, made by the commander of the 
American brig LGrint, in consequence of having been driven from that 
coast by an armed Russian brig, and his voyage thereby entirely ruined. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN C. JONES. 
To the Hon. JOHN FoRsYTH, 
Secretar·y of State, Washington. 
UNITED S'!'ATES CoNSULATE, 2 
8andwich Islands. ~ 
Ry this public instrument of declaration and protest, be it known that on 
this seventh day of Novembsr, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-six, personally came and appeared before me, at the office of this con-
sulate, Richard D. Blinn, master of the American brig or vessel called the 
Loriot, of the burden of ninety-two and twenty-ninety-fifth tons, or therea-
35 [ I J 
bouts, who did make oath and say, that he, the said Richard D. Bhnn, sailed 
from the port of Oahu, Sandwich Islands, in the said brig Loriot, OR the twen-
ty-second day of August in the said year, bound to the northwest coast of 
America, for the purpose of procuring provisions, and also Indians to hunt 
for sea otter on the west coast of America; that nothing material occurred on 
board till the fourteenth day of September, when he made the land called 
Forrester's island ; that on the fifteenth day of said month he anchored in 
the harbor of Tuckessan, in the latitude of 54° 55' north, and longitude 
132° 32' west: that on the eighteenth day of said month, a Russian armed 
brig-, with the Emperor's pennant flying, arrived in the harbor of 'Tatesky, 
in the latitude of 54° 45' north and longitude 132° 55' west; that on the 
sucee~tding day the Loriot was boarded by officers from said Russian brig, 
~nd the deponent ordered to leave the dominions of his Majesty the Empe-
ror of Russia ; that he, the said deponent, then repaired on board the said 
Russian brig, where he received the same orders from the commander, (an 
officer in the Russian navy;) that on the twentieth and twenty-third days 
of said month, the Loriot was again boarded by the aforesaid officers 1i·om the 
Russian brig-, and the deponent ordered to leave the port immediately; that 
on the twenty-fifth day of same month the Loriot was boarded by two armed 
boats from the Russian brig, and himself, the deponent, ordered to get under 
weigh, and proceed to the harbor at Tatesky; that on the twenty-seventh 
day of said month the aforesaid armed boats from the Russian brig- again 
boarded the Loriot and compe11ed him, the deponent, to weigh anchor and 
proceed to r-ratesky ; that when off the harbor of Tatesky the Loriot was 
hove to: and he, the deponent, went on board the said Russian brig to 
obtain permission of the commander to enter the harbor with the Loriot, 
the weather then being thick and threatening a storm. And the said ap-
pearer did further declare, that he could not obtain permission to enter said 
harbor, but \Vas ordered to leave the waters of his Majesty the Emperor of 
Russia1 in consequence of which his voyage was abandoned, and he pro-
ceeeded direct to the Sandwich Islands; where he anchored on the first day 
of November, in the same year. 
And the said appearer did further declare, that he was prevented by the 
commander of the aforesaid Russian armed brig, whilst in the port of 
Tuckessan, from procuring supplie~ or necessaries for his vessel, and from 
obtaiuing any Indians (for the purpose of hunting sea otter) the main object 
of his voyage; that, in consequence, the voyage on which he had embarked 
was entirely ruined, and himself compelled to abandon an expedition pro-
mising the most lucrative termination. 
And, therefore, the said Richard D. Blinn, for himself and the O\v ners of 
the aid brig Lo ·iot , or whomsoever it may concern, did declare to protest, 
as 1e dot11 by these presents most solemnly protest, against the commander 
or the at · _aid Russian armed brig, or against whomsoever else it shall or 
may concern: that all losses, damages, and detriments that have happened to 
said brig Loriot, or the voyage for which she was fitted out, ought to be 
borne by the commander of the said Russian armed brig, by those under 
whose orders he acted, or by whomsoever else it shall or may concern, and 
not by himself, the owners, or those interested in the said brig Loriot. 
[n witness whereof, I have given this certificate, under my hand and seal 
l ] of office, this seventh day of November~ in the year eighteen 
L. s. hundred and thirty-six. 
)OHN C. JONES. 
HoNULULu, OAHU; November 7, 1836. 
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HONULULU, OAHU, 
November 7, 1836. 
We, Richard D. Blinn, master, Owen Jones, :first mate, and Joshua L. 
:Uamb, second mate, of the brig or vessel called the f .1oriot, being severally 
duly sworn, do severally make oath and say, .that the instrument of protest 
hereunto annexed, hath beea clearly and distinctly read over to them, 
these deponf'nts, and that the several matters and things therein contained 
are right and true, in all respects, as the same are therein particularly 
alleged, declared, and set forth. 
R. D. BLINN, 
OWEN JONES, 
JOSHUA L. LAMB. 
Sworn to before m~ this 7th day of November, in the year 1836, at. 
Honululu, Oahu, Sandwich Islands. 
JOHN C. JONES. 
Th~ a~ve is a trqe copy of the origiu.a) protest. 
In. testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed the 
[L ] seal of ~is consulate, this 7tq. day of November, in . the year . s. 1836. 
JOHN C. JONES. 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Dallas. 
DEP.ARTMENT OF S·rATE, 
Washington, November 3, 1837. 
Snf: Y.our despatches, Nos. 6 ai1d 7, of the 16th of August and 8th of 
~eptember, respectively, have been duly received, and submitted to the 
P~esideqt, by whom I am directed to make the following observations, with 
:reference to your remarks regarding the proper construction of the conven-
ti()Jl of (April, 1824, between the United States and Russin. 
'I'b~ first article of that instrument is only declaratory of a right which 
tbttt partie~ to it possessed, under the law of nations, without conventional 
st~ulations, to w~t: To navigate and fish in the ocean upon an unoccu-
pi~ coast, and to resort to such coast for the purpose of trading with the 
na$-jfes. 
The second article prohibits the one party from resorting to points occu-
pi~ by the other, without permission. 
The third article prevents each party from occupying new points within 
~er~in limitB. 
The fourth article grants permission to either party to frequent, for a . 
S~J::ified term, the interior sea~, gulfa, harbors, and creeks, upon the whole 
llOJ;thwest coast of America, withdut regard to limits or occupation, for the 
J>Urposes of fi~hing and of trading with the natives of the country. 
'I1he question is as to the meaning and object of this last mentioned 
:article. Is it to be inte.rpreted as an agreement by either of the parties to 
abandon, after a spe~ified term, the right to resort to any part of the coast 
'Which is unoccupied? 
If the fourth article is to be considem as applicable to parts of the 
coast unoccnpi~, then it merely provides for the temporary enJoyment of 
a privilege which existed in perpetuity, nder the law of nations, and 
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which has been expressly declared so to exist by a previous article of the· 
convention. Containing no provision, therefore, not embraced in the pre--
ceding article, it would be useless, and of no effect. But the rule in regard 
to the construction of an instrument, of whatever kind, is, that it shall be . 
so construed, if possible, as that every part may stand. 
If the article be construed to include points of the coast already occupied, 
it then takes effect, thus far, as a t~mporary exception to a perpetual pro-
hibition, and the only consequence of an expiration of the terll't to which 
it is limited would be the immediate and continued operation of tae pro-
hibition. 
It is still more reasonable to understand it, however, as intended to grant 
permission to enter interior bays, &c., at the mouths of which there might 
be establishments, or the shores of which might be in part, but not wholly, 
occupied by such establishments; thus providing for a case which would 
otherwise admit ·of doubt, as without the 4th article it would be questionable 
whether the bays, &c., described in it belonged to the first or second articl~. 
ln no sense can it be understood as implying an acknowledgment on the . 
part of the United States of the right of Russia to the possession of the 
coast above the latitude of 54° 401 north. It must be taken in connexion 
with the other articles of the convention, which have, in fact, no reference 
whatever to the question of the right of possession of the unoccupied 
parts of the coast. In a spirit of compromise, and to prevent future coL-
lisions or difficulties, it was agreed that no new establishments should be 
formed by the respective parties to the north or south of a certain parallel 
of latitude, after the conclusion of the agreement; but the question of the 
right of possession beyond the existing establishments, as it subsisted 
previously to, or at the time of, the conclusion of the convention, was 
left untouched. The United States, in agreeing not to form new establish .. 
ments to the north of latitude 54° 401 north, made no acknowledgment 
of the right of Russia to the territory above that line. If such an admis· 
sion had been made, Russia, by the same construction of the article refer-
ted to, must have acknowledged the right of the United States to the terri-
tory south of the designated line. But that Russia did not so understand 
the article, is conclusively proved by her having entered into a similar 
~reement in a subsequent treaty (1825) with Great Britain; and having, 
in fact, ncknowledged in that instrument the right of possession of the 
same territory by Great Britain. The United States can only be considered 
as acknowledging the right of Russia to acquire, by actuaL occupntion, u. 
just claim to unoccupied lands above the latitude 54° 40' north, and even 
this is mere matter of inference, as the conveation of 1824 contains no· 
thing more than a negation of the right of the United States to occupy new 
points within that limit. 
Admittting that this inference is just, and was in contemplation of the 
parties to the convention, it cannot follow that the United States ever in-
tended to abandon the just right acknowledged by the first article to belong 
to them under the law of nations, i. e. , to frequer~t any part of the unoccu-
pied coast of North America for the purpose of fishing or trading with the 
natives. AU that the convention admits is an inference of the right of 
Russia to acquire possession by settlement north of 54° 401 north. Until 
that actual possession is taken, the first article of the conventio!l acknow-
led~es the right of the United States to fish and trade as · prior to its nego-
tiatiOn. This is not only the just construction, but it is the one both parties 
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are interested in putting upon the instrument, as the benefits are equal and 
mutual, and the object of the convention, to avoid converting the exercise 
of a common right into a dispute about exclusive privilege, is secured by it. 
~ I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN FORSYTH. 
GEORGE M. DALLAs, Esq., &c. 
M1·. Wilkins to Mr. Forsyth. 
[EXTRACT.] 
LEGATION o~· THE UNITED STATEs, 
St. Pete1·sburg, September 7, 1835. 
' S 1 R : The steamboat of the day before yesterday brought me your des-
patch No.4, dated on the 30th July last, accompanied by a copy of a recent 
correspondence with Baron Krudener n~garding the 4th article of the con-
vention of April, 1824, between the United States and Russia; a copy, alsa, 
of an informal notice published in the "Globe" of the 22d of July last1 
touching American vessels trading with the Russian settlements on the 
northwest coust of America ; and an extract from a despatch of MF. Mid-
dleton, dated 7th (19th) April, 1824, relating to the 4th articl~·of the treaty 
above mentioned. ' 
I have already had the honor of apprizing you of the absence of his Im-
perial Majesty and his Minister of Foreign Affairs. Prince Lieven, left in 
the temporary occupation of Count Nesselrode's office, is unwilling to in-
cur responsibility by taking up any matter of business which can be post-
poned until the return of the minister. Immediately upon the return to the 
capital of that officer I shall not fail to call his attention to the fact of the 
expiration, by its own limitation, of the 4th article of the treaty of April,. 
1824, between the United States and the Imperial Government, to submit 
to him the proposition, and to endeavor to fulfil the instructions and meet 
the views of the President contained in the despatch which I have just re-
ceived. I observed, shortly after my arrival in this city, that the term of 
ten years stipulated in the 4th article of the treaty had expired, and men-
, tioned the circumstance in my despatch No. 3~ of the date of the 27th of 
December last. I have not made allusion to it, upon any occasion, here,. 
"because I presumed (and ~o it has occurred) that the subject would engage· 
_your attention at Washington . 
... 11- * * * * * * :If 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
WM. WILKINS. 
To the Hon. JoHN FoRSYTH, 
Secretary of State. 
Mr. Wilkins to Mr. Forsyth. 
[EXTRACT.] 
LEGATION 01<' THE UNITED STATES, 
[ 1 J 
. St. Petersburg, November 23, 1835. 
SIR: In the la~t despatch which I had the honor to address to you, on 
the 26th of September last, I informed you it was likely you would not 
again hear from me until after the return of the Bmperor and Count Nes-
selrode to this capital. · 
His Majesty returned on the 1st instant, having been preceded a few days 
by his Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
Immediately upon receiviag from Count Nesselrode the usual written 
notice ef his having resumed the duties of his official station, I addressed 
him a note and requested him to name a day when I mighr have the honor 
of a personal conference. He mentioned the 4th il}stant. I waited upon 
him accordingly at the foreign office, and disclosed to him the wishes of the 
American Goverr>lment in reference to the renewal of the 4th article of the 
treaty of April, 182L1, and held with him such conversation, and placed the 
matter in that light which seemed to me the most proper and in accordance 
with my instructions. Upon the close of our conversation, I handed to him, 
in writing, a memorandum of the proposal you authorized me to submit. 
The view in which I placed the matter, and the substance of the conversa-
tion, will appear (and, therefoue, need not be more particularly detailed) by 
reference to the copies of the notes which I addressed to him immediately 
after the conference, simply noting two observations which fell from him. 
His .first remark was, that he was under the impression we had never 
made any use of the privilege since the adoption of the treaty of 1824. This 
erroneous idea I corrected, by informing him that our ships were annually 
upon that coast, and that their visits were found to be very convenient to 
the Russian settlements by furnishing them with supplies ; and, at times, reliev-
ing them when pressed by a scarcity of necessaries. I also referred him to 
the recent warning given by Governor Wrangel himself to two American 
vessels upon the coast, at the very time of the expiration of the term of ten 
years, and as high up as New Archangel. . 
The Count's other remark was, that he felt himself obliged to consult the 
Russian American Fur Company, whose interests were immediately in-
volved in the question. The substance of my answer to this will be found 
in my note of the 13th instant. He has since, as you will see by his note 
to me, turned the matter over to Count Cancrine, the Minister of Finance. 
I enclose you copies of my memorandum delivered by me to Count Nes-
selrode, at the close of our personal conference, dated the 4th instant, of my 
notes of the 5th instant, the 13th instant, and the 21st instant, and of his 
note to me of the 8th (20th) instant. 
Yon will perceive that in my note of the 13th in~tant, I called the attention 
ofthe Imperial Minister to the 1st and 11th articles of our commercial treaty 
with Russia, of the 18th of December, 1832, intimating that those articles 
hnd a hearing upon the question, and presenting them for his consideration 
when he took up the subject. Will you refer to them and decide what 
weight they ought to have when taken in connexion with the fact men-
tioned to me by Count Nesselrode himself, that Russia had a treaty with 
England: granting the privileges of trade on the northwest coast to the sub-
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jects of the latter Government, similar to those secured by our treaty of 
1824, to the citizens of the United States 1 I have never seen the treaty 
with Great Britain, but I think it may be likely that the privilege there is 
abo limited to ten years. If so, this must be about the time of its expira-
tion; for, I believe the treaty was entered into in 1825. 
* * * * * * * * 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient and humble 
servant, 
To the Hon. JoHN FoRSYTH, 
Secretary of State. 
fM EMORANDUM.) 
WM. WILKINS. 
ST. PETERSBURG, Oct. 23, (Nov. 4,) 1835. 
The undersigned, Bnvoy Extraordinary and Minister Pienipotentiary of 
the United States of America, in reference to the subject upon which he has 
this day had the honor of a personal conference with his excellency Count 
Nesselrode, Vice Chancellor of the Empire, submits to the Imperial .Minis-
try the following distinct proposition in behalf of the American Govern· 
ment: 'ro renew the stipulations of the 4.th article of the convention of the 
5th (17th) of April, 1824, between his Imperial Majesty the Emperor 
of all the Russias, and the United States of America, either for another term 
of ten years, or for an indefinite period. 
WM. WILKINS. 
~Jr. Wilkins to Count Nesselrode. 
ST. PETERSBURG, November 5, 1835. 
Mr. Wilkins, Envoy Extraordinary, and Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of AmQrica, presents his respects to his excellency Count Nes-
selrode, and has the honor to enclose to him the extracts spoken of yester. 
day, from the conventions of the United States of America with Great 
Britain, dated on the 20th of October, 1818, and the 6th of August, 1827. 
Mr. Wilkins al3o, as it affords a satisfactory reply to an observation which 
fell from his excellency yesterday, transmits a copy of a law of Congress, 
passed on the 19th of May, 1828, providing for the punishr-nent of contra-
ventions of the fifth article of the treaty of April, 1824. Tae attention of 
the Imperial Ministry is called to this law, because it affords manifest proof 
of the integrity of purpose on the part of the Government of the United 
State~, and its disposition to secure the fulfilment of its stipulations with 
Russia. 
Mr. Wilkins prays his excellency Count Nesselrode to accept the assur-
ance of his high consideration and respect. 
* 
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ST. PETERSBURG, November l, (13,) 1835 . 
* * * • 
Notwithstanding his very recent conversation with Count Nesselrode in 
reference to the proposition of the American Government to renew the 
expired 4th article of the treaty of April, 1824, the tmdersigned will em-
brace the present occasion to repeat what may then have been, in a very 
trief manner, verbally represented, and to add a few remarks immediately 
bearing upon that question. 
'rhe diplomatic representative of his Imperial Majesty at Washington 
city having taken occasion to remind the United States of the expiration 
of the ten years stipulated in the 4th article of the treaty of 1824, and to 
desire thereon, the action of their chief magistrate, is indicative of the 
necessity that the two Governments should, as early as convenient, 
come to a decision upon the policy hereafter to control their citizens and 
subjects, respectively, upon the northwest coast. Hence it is that, under 
express instructions, the undersigned had the honor, immediately upon 
the return of his excellency Count Nesselrode to the capital, to call his 
attention to the question, and to submit to him his proposal of October 
23, (November 4,) of which the undersigned delivered at the time a memo-
randum in writing. 
The motives which influence the Government of the United States in 
submitting that proposition to the Imperial ministry, will be found to 
arise out of a consideration of the following circumstances : 
1st. The desire to avoid any difficulty, and apprehension of collision, 
between the inhabitants, traders, and fishermen upon that wild coast, so 
remotely situated, with but very few and widely separated posts of civiliza-
tion, and the entire country almost so exclusively occupied by savage 
tribes as to render restraint and• proper responsibility to the law, well nigh 
out of the question with either Government. 
2d. The proposed arrangement would render definite and precise the 
rights and duties of the subjects and citizens of the contracting parties 
respectively, and would obviate all nPcessity to resort to a ~onstruction of 
the remaining articles of the treaty of April, 1824, and would likewise avoid 
any chance of conflicting interpretations of that instrument. 
3d. Since the undersigned had the honor, in their personal conference the 
other day, to be informed by his excellency Count Nesselrode of the arrange-
ment relative to the trade and intercourse upon the northwest coast of 
America, subsisting at present between the Governments of Russia and 
Great Britain, he has turned to the 1st and 11th articles of the commer-
cial treaty of the 6th (18th) of December, 1832, between Russia and the 
United States, and begs leave to call the attention of the Imperial Minis-
ter to the same articles, who will, upon their perusal, see for himself 
how far their provisions bear upon the present subject, and whether they: 
may not give ri"e to an inquiry, which may be rendered unnecessary . 
by an acquiescence in the proposed arrangement. 
4th. Touching the especial matter in question, the proposed arrange-
ment would, it is believed, place the three nations, Russia, England, 
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and the United States, upon the same fair footing, and upon the same 
equality, in the enjoyment of a community of privileges. 
In the personal interview of the 4th instant, (N. S.,) his excellency 
Count Nesselrode mentioned two circumstances to which the undersigned 
will now refer for a moment. One was, the objection entertained by the 
Imperial Government to all traffic in fire· arms and spirituous liquors, by 
American citizens, with the native Indians. To this the unders1gned now 
replies, as he did then very succinctly, that it is believed the treaty ofl824, 
containing a stipulation against that traffic, immediately put an end to it ; 
that there have been no infractions since its adoption-certainly none 
complained of in representations to the Government at Washington ; that, 
as a farther assurance against infringements upon that humane stipulatio~, 
and as an evidence of the sincere desire of his Government to enforce It, 
the undersigned, immediately after their conference, enclosed to his excel-
lency a copy of a law passed by Congress, declaring certain prosecutions 
and penalties against those who should offend against that provision of the 
treaty. And the undersigned will, on this point, content himself by adding 
that the above traffic is now discountenanced and prohibited by the present 
well known and benevolent course of policy pursued by the American 
Government towards the wild and uncultivated aborigines of the country. 
The other circumstance mentioned by his excellency was, that, as the 
.Russian American Fur Company were particularly interested in the de-
cision of the question, he conceived it to be his duty to consult its directors 
before he could give a final al'lswer. 
It is not often that those who enjoy a monopoly under a liberal grant 
from an indulgent sovereign will be willing even to modify, or permit others 
to participate in, any portion of their privileges. But, in the present in-
stance, it must be recollected that such a concession is not embraced in the 
proposition submitted without a fair equivalent ; for the privilege to fish 
and traffic north and south of the latitude of 54° 40' would rest upon the 
just principles of reciprocity. 
Whether any prejudices or individual il'Herests exist, having a tendency 
to disincline his Imperial Majesty to assent to a renewal of the expired 
article of the treaty of 1824, or how far such prejudices or interests, if 
they do manifest themselves on the part of individual gentlemen of the 
first respectability, ought to influence the nction of Governments upon a 
question of general import and affecting national and amicable intercourse, 
is not for the undersigned alone to determine. It is enough for him to 
know that the views in 1824, which produced the provision contained in 
' the 4th article, have been tested by experien':!e, and the results, being mu-
tually beneficial and convenient, prove their propriety. 
To justify the presumption that the annual visits of American ships, in 
the prosecution of their adventures upon the northwest coast, are sometimes 
very convenient and must be beneficial to the Russian settlements and ports. 
in that distant and not productive climate, the undersigned takes leave to 
refer to a contract made within a few days by the Russian American Fur 
Company with an American citizen for supplies to their agents and ports for: 
the ensuing year. 
Should the undersigned, however, be disappointed in the reasonable ex-
pectation he has formed, and the Imperial Government be unwilling to en-
tertain the proposal to renew, either indefinitely or for another term of 
years, the provisions of the articla of the treaty referred to, he requests that 
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his excellency Count Nesselrode will do him the favor to inform him in re-
gard to the measures adopted, or proposed to be adopted, on the part ofRJlS· 
sia in relation to the admission of American vessels into the harbors, bays, 
and rivers of the Russian settlements on the northwest coast of the Amer-
ican continent. The happy' understanding which prevails between the 
two Governments, the desire to avoid any casual difference, and the proba-
ble necessity for corresponding measures, will readily indicate the motives 
which prompt this request. 
The under~igned cannot close this note without repeating, very earnestly, 
his wish to be put in possession of the answer of the Imperial Ministry 
upon the two subjects to which their attention is directed. 
The undersigned embraces, with pleasure, the present opportunity to as-
sure his excellency Count Nesselrode of his highest consideration and re-
spect. 
WM. WILKINS. 
Count Nesselrode to Mr. Wilkins. 
ST. PETERSBOURG, le 8 Nm,embre, 1835. 
Ainsi qu'il a eu l'honneur dele lui annoncer, le soussigne n'a pas manque 
de porter a la connaissance du Ministre des Finances l'objet du memoran- . 
dum que Monsieur Wilkins, Envoye Extraordinaire et Ministre Plenipo-
tentiaire des Etats-Unis d' Amerique, a bien voulu lui addresser en date du 
23 Octobre (4 Novembre,) au sujet du renouvellement de !'article IV. du 
traite du mois d'Avril, 1824. 
Des qu'il aura recueilli l'opinion des autorites competentes sur cet objet 
et pris les ordres de l'Empereur, le soussigne s'empressera de faire part a 
Monsieur Wilkins du point de vue sous Iequella proposition de son Gouv-
ernement est envisagee ici. Il le prie toutefois d'etre persuade d'avance 
qu'en examinant cette proposition le Gouvernement Imperial ne saurait 
perdre de vue aucune des considerations qui doivent lui faire attacher du 
prix a cimenter de ptns en plus les relations amicales qui existent entre les 
deux Gouvernemens . 
.En se bornant pour le moment a faire cette reponse prealable a la note de-
Monsieur Wilkins, du 1 (13) Novembre, le soussigne saisit avec emprese-




ST. PETERSBURG, November 8,1835. 
The undersigned, as he had the honor to announce, did not fail to sub· 
mit t(:) tb.e Department of Finance the subject of the memorandum ad-
dressed to him on the 23d October, (4th November,) by Mr. Wilkins, Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of Amer-
ica, 1~especting the renewal of the fourth article of the treaty of April, 1824. 
The undersigned, as soon as he has obtained the opinion of the proper 
authorities and received the orders of the Emperor, will immedialely com-
• 
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municate to Mr. Wilkins the point of view under which the proposition of 
his Government is regarded here. He, however, requests Mr. Wilkins to, 
bear in mind that the Imperial Government, in examining this proposition, 
will lose sight of none of tho~e considerations which should induce it more 
strongly to cement the two Governments. 
. Contenting himself, for the pres~nt, with this answer to the note of Mr. 
Wilkins of the 1st (13th) o£ November, the undersigned seizes this occasion 
to renew to him the assurances of his most distinguished consideration. 
To WILLIAM WILKINs, o/c., <j-·c. 
Mr. Wilkins to Count Nesselrode. 
[EXTRACT.] 
NESSELRODE. 
The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
the note bearing date yesterday, addressed to him by Count Nesselrode, 
Vice Chancellor of the Empire, by which he observes that his excellency 
has submitted to the Minister of Finance the proposition .of the American 
Government for the renewal of the fourth article of the treaty of April, 1824. 
However forcibly impressed the undersigned may be with the necessity 
of as early a decision of this question as may be practicable with the Im-
perial Ministry, he will await, with pleasure, the final result of the course 
adopted by Count Nesselrode. 
.. • ff * if ff if * * 
Mr. Wilkins to Mr. Forsytlt. 
(EXTRACTS.] 
WM. WILKINS. 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
St. Petersburg, December 11, 1 835. 
SIR : ... .. if * * * * * 
As I anticipated, when I last wrote, I held with Count Nesselrode, at the 
.. foreign office, on Monday last, the 7th instant, a personal conference upon 
my proposition to renew, either indefinitely or for a term of years, the 
fourth article of the treaty of April, 1824; and I regret to be compelled 
to say that, in this effort, at all events for the present, I have been un-
successful; and I presume the overture will be finally altogether rejected, 
unless some new and, to me, unforeseen circumstances turn up. 
I was well aware that I should have to encounter the decided oppo-
sition of the Russian American Fur Company; and in presenting the sub-
ject to the Vice Chancellor, in the various lights in which it struck my 
mind, I took the ground that it was not a mere interested and selfish 
question of gain in the traffic upon the northwest coast, but one of a 
higher character, involving political and national considerations; that, 
whilst I was very willing to admit the more active commercial enter-
prise and superior shipping of the citizens of the United States, yet 
this was a question not to be decided by such circumstances, but should 
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turn upon the consideration of our national good-will and our amicable 
and disinterested reciprocal intercourse. This, the Minister readily ad-
mitted; and he acknowledged that those reflections inclined him, individ· 
ually, and when looking at the question politically, in favor of a continua· 
t10n of the expired regulation ; but alleged that the Russian Ah-Ierican 
Fur Company, composed of thf' subjects of the Imperial Government, and 
having embarked their capital and invested large 1unds, upon a monopoly 
and grant of privileges from their Emperor, it was impossible to disregard 
their inierests, representations, and wi~hes, and to throw aside all idea of 
protecting them in the fur tra<le, which yielded a high amount of du· 
ties to the Government, and was almost the only object worthy of no-
tice in th,eir occupation of the northwest coast of America. The Impe-
rial Ministry, therefore, deemed it advisable, and had come to the con-
clusion, to postpone their decisive answer upon the proposal of the American 
Government until the arrival, next season, of Governor Wrangel, who· 
was an able and experienced officer, confided in by his Government, and 
possessed, and would bring with him, and disclose, all the information 
necessary to a correct understanding of the subject, and of the interests of 
Russia as well as of the Fnr Company. 
Inasmuch as it seemed to me, by the language of your instructions, 
that you preferred an indefinite revival of the fourth article, I drew up, 
to that effect, the fona of a treaty, following, as a precedent, the articles 
of our convention with England of the 6th of August, 1827; which I 
submitt.•d to, and, at his desue, left in the possession of Count Nesselrode. 
A copy is herewith transmitted. 
At the clo~e of the conference, I requested Count Nesselrode to give me 
his reply in writing. He acquiesced, and accordingly sent me his official 
note, dated on the 28th ultimo, (old style,) and a copy of which I have, 
also: the honor to enclose to you. 
During our conference, I did not feel myself authorized to call the 
attention of the Imperial Minister to what might, or probably would be, 
the construction by the Government of the United States, upon the treaty 
with the fourth article extinct; nor what rule of the law of nations 
would be considered as aiJplicable to the case, and controlling the trade 
upon a wild and extensive American coast, of a great and open ocean, 
and still, with the exception of a very few posts, at a vast distance from 
each other, in the rightful occupancy ot the natives, and to which, I be· 
lieve, the sovereignty of Russia has not yet, in any treaty or convention, 
been admitted. 
I fonad, also, npon turning to the treaty of lti25, between Russia and 
Great Britain: subsequent to writing my note of the lst (13th) of last month,. 
to Count Nesselrode, that my reference therein to the first and eleventh 
articles of our treaty of the 6th ( lSth) December, 1832, with this country, had 
no bearing npon and was inapplicable to the question I was then dis· 
cussing ; because the stipulations in their treaty with Great Britain, sim-
ilar to that contained in our fourth article, were likewise limited to ten 
years, ttnd had expired in February last. At the interview on Monday 
lnst, I gave this explanation to Count Nesselrode, who answered my 
observatiOns by saying that England had not yet applied for a revival of 
the mutnul privil ge, and if it should be agreed to with that power, 
wonld, of .conrse, and of right by treaty stipulation, be immediately given 
to the Umted States. 
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As the answer I have received is of a positive character, and cannot be 
.evaded by me, it in reality postpones this questbri. until late in 11ext ~urn­
mer, in all probability until the autumn, because the voyage is one of 
several months, and Governor Wrangel will not leave the northwest coast 
until the opening of the navigation next season. * ~ ... 
~ 1f 1f 1f * * * * * 
Yon will remark that Count Nesselrode, in his answer to me of the 
28th ultimo, (old style,) also postpones the adoption of any new regulations 
· for the northwest coast, which you supposed might be issued in consequence 
of the expiration of the fourth article, until the acquisition, by the Ministry 
of Finance, of the information expected to be derived from Governor 
Wrangel. 
Altliongh I lwow uot what policy may be pursused, or whether any new 
regulations will be adopted by the Govm·nment of the United States, yet I 
deem it to be my duty to communicate to you whatever little information I 
may have obtained in regard to this subject. * * * 
* * * * 1f * 1f * * 
I have obtained and enclose to you the two following documents : 
The one, a copy in Russian, with an English translation, of the prolon-
gation of the charter (originally granted in 1799) of the Russian American 
Fur Company, dated on the 13th of September, 1821, and marked A. 
The other, a copy, also in Russian, with an English translation, of the 
by-laws of that company, allowed by the Directing Senate, and dated on 
the 19th of September, 1821, marked B. 
I have not thought it necessary to send you a copy of the edict which 
preceded those two papers issued on the 4th of September, 1821, by the late 
Emperor Alexander, establishing the boundaries and regulating the commer-
cial navigation on the northwest coast, and which gave rise, in 1822, to th12 
correspondence between Mr. Adams and Mr. Poletica, because I find it pub-
lished in volume eight of State papers, first session of the 17th Congress. 
You will, sir, readily perceive that the Russian American Fur Company. 
are not likely to be governed by high political considerations or disinter-
., ested national views. The objects which alone exercise an influence over 
their proceedings, are exclusive privileges, gain in the traffic upon the 
coast, and a prevention of all commercial competition. Their claim to 
these favors from their Government rests upon the assumption of the many 
advantages to Russia derived from the trade with the north of China; the 
introduc-tion of a great amount of the n~cessary article of fur into this 
Empire ; the duties paid thereon into the Imperial Treasury ; and the profits 
upon the stock held entirely by Russians, at the head of whom stands the 
Emperor himself as a shareholder. 
~· Tl1e company are resolved upon the exclusive monopoly; and upon the 
trial of the issue whether they shall retain it or not, you will find Governor · 
Wrangel a very partial witness, whose interested testimony will strengthen 
and increase the indisposition of the company, at all events, to a revival 
of the stipulations of the fourth article. He is a captain in the Rus-
sian navy, but holds his appointment of Governor upon the northwest 
coast, and receives his salary of thirty thousand roubles, from the Fur 
Company ; and he will be disposed to view the matter as his employers 
view it, merely as a question of which party shall have the greater ad-
vantage in the trade of the country. 
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In a political point of view, the Russian possessions upon the Ameri-
can coast are not considered, in this capital, as of any importance. rrhe 
only way in which you can avert collision and difficulties there, will be 
to throw the entire coast open to the fair commercial competition of 
the three powers, the United States, England, and Russia. Each strives 
for the trade, and each is jealous of the other. Let the most enterpris-
ing and intelligent carry off the profits. 
The Russians are not at all liked by the native Imlinns ; the Amer-
icans are greatly preferred. 
I am informea that our vessels generally trade between latitudes 50° 
and 57°, and, occasionally, go still further north. The English are al-
ways to be found on the coast, have trading posts established along it, 
some of which are soutli of latitude 54° 40'. 
The principal establishments of the Russians are called Sitkha and 
New Archangel, towns situated upon adjr.cent islands of tliteir respective 
names, off Norfolk sound, and in latitude 57° north. Archangel is their 
.chief place, where they keep up a garrison, established in 1800, of about 
seven hundred men. They have other trailing ports, and two or three 
small garrisons between Behring's straits and Sitkha. In the winter sea-
son, when their people are all collected at the posts upon the coast, they 
amount to about two thousand. They now build vessels upon the coast, 
and are increasing the number. Last year they had four or five ships of 
a burden from one hundred and seventy-five to two hundred and fifty 
tons, and seven or eight sloops, or smaller vessels, of about one hundred 
tons each. * * * * * * * 
Your obedient servant, 
Hon. JoHN FoRsYTH, 
Secretary of State. 
WILLIAM \VILKINS. 
DOCUMENTS ANNEXED TO DESPATCH NO. 16. 
No.1. 
A convention reneu;ing indefinitely the fourth article of the treaty of the 
5th (17th) of April, 1824, between the United States of Amel'ica and 
the Emperor of all the Russias. 
In the name of tlte nPst Holy and Indivisible Trinity. 
The United St, tf', of America and his Imperial Majesty the Emperor 
of all thu u:s · , l emg equally desirous to prevent, as far as possible, all 
hazan.l of ;j,n1 1msunderstanding in the intercourse between their respective 
citizens and subjects, upon the northwest coast of America; and also with 
a view to reneF the amicable and mutually beneficial privileges se~ured 
by the fourth article of the treaty of the 5th (17th) of April, 1824, whilst it 
was in force, have, for these purposes, respectively named their plenipoten-
tiaries, to wit : the President 0f the United States of America _._ _ , and his 
Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias ---,who, after having communi-
cated to each other their respective full powers, found in good and dl'e form, 
have agreed upon and concluded the following articles: 
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ART. 1. "'Phe provisions of the fourth article of the convention, con-
cluded between the United States of America and his Imperial Majesty the 
Emperor of all the Russias, on the 5th (17th) of April, 1824: shall be, and 
they are hereby, renewed and indefinitely extended and continued in force, 
in the same manner as if all the provisions of the said article were herein 
specifically recited. 
ART. 2. It shall be competent, however, to either of the high contract-· 
ing parties, in case either should think fit, at any time after the lst day of 
January, 1837, on giving due notice of twelve months to the other party, 
to annul and abrogate this convention, and it shall, in such case, be. accord-
ingly entirely annulled and abrogated, after the expiration of the said term 
of notice. 
ART. 3. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to impair, or, in 
any manner affect, further than is expressly declared above, any of the pro-
visions or stipulations contained in the aforesaid convention of the 5th 
(17th) of April, 1824. ' 
ART. 4. This present convention shall be ratified by the President of 
the United States, by and with the advice and con~ent of the Senate of the said 
States, and by his Imperial Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias, and 
the ratifiations shall be exchanged at the city of Washington within six 
months from the date hereof, or sooner, if possible. 
In faith :vhereof we, the respective plenipotentiaries, have signed tlie 
same, and have thereto affixed the seals of our arms. 
Done at the city of St. Petersburg, the ---, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-five. 
No.2. 
Count Ne&selrode to il1r. Wilkins. 
ST. PETERSBOURG, 
le 28 Novembre, 1835. 
Le Gouvernement Imperial ayant pris en consideration Ja proposition de 
celui des Etats·Unis de renouveler !'article 4, de la convention du 5 (17) 
Avril, 1.824, a du se convaincre qu'illui serait impossible de SP. prononcer a 
cet egard, avant d'avoir receuilli sur les lieux memes, ou il s'agirait de 
remettre en vigueur le dit article 4, des renscignemens qui lui permettent 
de juger de l'opportunite d'une semblable mesure. Mnis ce n'est que 
vers te printems prochain que le Gouvernement Imperial peut esperer 
d'obtenir ces renseignemens par le restaur de quclques-uns de ses fonction..~ 
naires, qu'un long sejour sur la cote nord-ouest de !'Amerique a mis a 
meme de connaitre les interets et les besoins des etablissemens de la Russi~ 
dans ces contrees, ainsi que l'infiucnce qu'a exc.ercee jusqn'a present sur 
leur prosperite l'etat de chases consacre par l'art. 4. Le soussigmS a done 
l'honunenr d'informer Monsieur lViikins, Envoye Extraordinaire et 
Ministre Plenipotentiarie des Etas-Unis d'Amerique, que le Gouvernement 
Imperia1 croit devoir agourner jnsqu'ii la meme epoque l'examen ulterieur 
de sa proposition, et il se flatte que ce delai pam.itra suffisamment just' fie par 
le desir de ne decider qu'avec une entiere connaissance de cause, des ques-
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tions, qui sont, par leur objet, si intimement liees aux relations de bonne 
intelligence subsistantes entre les deux Gouvernemens. 
Ce n'est aussi qu'au printems prochain que le Mini;:.~ere des Finances 
pourra avoir une connaissance exacte de mesures qui peuvcmt avoir ete 
adoptees par les autorites Jocales dans les colonies de la cote nord-ouest ou 
qu'il sera necessaire d'y prendre a la suite de i' expiration del' article 4, 
et le soussigne s'empressera alors d' en faire part a Mr. Wilkins. 
Ille prie de recevoir !'assurance de sa consideration tres distinguee. 
NESSELRODE. 
( THANSLATION.] 
ST. PETERSBURG, November 28, 1835. 
The Imperial Government having taken into consideration the proposi-
tion made by that of the United States, to renew the fourth article of the 
convention of 5th (17th) of April, 1824, has been convinced that it was 
impossible to pronounce upon that subject until information had been re-
ceived from the places where the said article would be enforced, sufficient 
to authorize an opinion upon the propriety of such a measure. The Im-
perial Government cannot, however, expect to receive such information 
until towards next spring, when it may be obtained from some of its officers, 
whom a long residence on the northwest coast of America has enabled to 
become well acquainted with the interests and wants of the Russian estab-
lishments in those countries, as well as the influence already exercised 
upon their prosperity by the provisions of the said fourth article. 
The undersigned has, therefore, the honor to inform Mr. Wilkins, the 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States 
of America, that the Imperial Government thinks it proper to defer ,until 
that period, the ulterior examination of his proposition, and he flatters him-
self that this delay will appear to be sufficientiy justified by the desire of 
giving no decision until the questions at issue, which are so intimately 
connected with the relations of good understanding between the two 
countries, have been completely investigated. 
Neither can the Minister of Finance obtain, before next spring, exact 
knowledge of the measures which may have been adopted by the local 
authorities in the colonies on the northwest coast, or which it may be ne· 
cessary to adopt, in consequence of the expiration of the 4th article. 
The undersigned will then hasten to inform Mr. Wilkins respecting them. 
He, in the mean time, begs him to accept the assurance of his most distin-
tinguished consideration. 
NESSELRODE. 
To WILL! AM WILKINs, 




Mr. Clay to Mr. Forsyth. 
(EXTRACT.] 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
St. Petersburg, August 21, (September 2,) 1836. , .. * * * 
You wiH perhaps recollect, sir, that Count Nesselrode: in his note to Mr. 
Wilkins of the 28th November, (11th December,) informs him that the 
Imperial Government thought it ought to adjourn the examination of the 
proposal made by the United States, to renew the 4th article of the treaty 
of the 5th (17th) April, 1824, until the return of some of its officers from 
the northwest coast of America. Baron W ran gel, who has filled the office 
of Governor of the Russian possessions in ~orth America, arrived in St. 
Petersburg a few weeks ago, but I do not feel myself authorized to say a 
word to Count Nessel rode upon the subject of the renewal of the article, as 
I have received no instructions from the Department of State to eontinu~ 
the negotiation, and, particularly, as the receipt of my despatch No. 3, in 
which I mentioned the subject, and stated the difficulties that attend it; 
was acknowled~d without comment by the department, or any instructions 
in reference to Its contents. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
To the Hon. JoHN FoRsYTH, 
Secretary of /State. 
J. RANDOLPH CLAY. 
Mr. Dallas to Mr. Forsyth. 
(EXTRACT.] 
LoNDON: June 27, 1837. 
12, Devonshi1·e street, Portland Place. 
SIR : On the 23d instant, I had the honor to receive, through the office 
of the American Legation here, your despatch No.3, with its accompanying 
documents, relating to the interference of certain Russian authorities on the 
northwest coast of America, with the voyage of Captain Blinn, comma~ding 
the brig " Loriot." , 
~vailing myself of the opportunity furnished by my visit to this city, I 
have anxiously searched for charts, maps, or books, delineating Forrester's 
island, and the other places to which our consul in the Sandwich isles, and 
Captain Blinn, in his protest, have particularly referred. My inquiries are 
as yet unsuccessful. The described latitude and longitude would desig-
nate, with adequate precision, a small island, traced, though without a 
name, on one of the maps I have purchased, as about one hundred and 
:fifty miles west of the continental coast, directly east of Dixon's channel, 
and more than three hundred miles northeast of the Queen Charlotte's isles. 
I yet hope to obtain the means of certain and precise information. 
* * * * * * if ... '(//! 
Dear sir, your most obedient servant, 
• G. M. DALLAS. 
To the Hon. JoHN FoRSYTH, 
· Secretary of State. 
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Mr. Dallas to Mr. Forsyth. 
(EXTRACT.] 
[Il 
ST. PETERSBURG, Augu:Jt 16,1837. 
Among the special duties assigned to me in the instructions from the 
--department, are those relating to the renewal of the 4th article of the treaty 
of 1824, by your despatch No. 2, and those arising out of the case of tl e 
American brig Loriot, Richard D. Blinn, master, by your despatc 1 No. 3. 
I have been anxious to address myself to the Imperial Ministry on both 
these topics. the mutual connexion of which is apparent; b1:t antiri 1,ating, 
at the out.~et, much difficulty in accomplishing any purpose oppos.;d to the 
Fur Company, prudence impels me to acquire, if possible, with more accu..: 
racy than I now possess it, information as to the extent of the Russian estab-
lishments on the northwestern coast, and the periods of their respe .... tivc 
commencements. My efforts in London to ascertain the positions f the 
two harbors referred to by Captain Blinn, Tuckes~nn and 'r<~te.skcy: nnd 
their real character, were abortive; the geographer on whom I pnncipally 
relied writing to me, the evening before I left the British mP.tropolis, that 
his searches proved unproductive. An inquiry, to be cautiously conducted, 
has been set on foot since my arrival here, in the hope that some of the 
officers of the Russian navy, or some communicative memb~r of he Fur 
Company itself, rn,ay possess the facts I want, and may enable me to n.ove 
with less doubt and less danger of mistake. Although, from the langnage 
of Captain Blinn's protest, I am led to believe that Hussian establishments 
have been made at the places where he experienced the interference of 
which be complains, it would Bot seem politic to begin the uegoti~-:.ti a by 
an admission, which, though it might leave the unfriendliness of the pro-
ceeding for comment, must weaken, if not wholly destroy, his chi n for 
redress. As soon as the inquiry instituted shall either succeed or fail, tha. 
subject will be opened to Count Nesselrode, and I cannot anticipate mor~ 
than one or two weeks of additional delay. 
Permit me, while on this topic, to remark, that I cannot help foreseeing 
some perplexity from the construction which will be urged hy the Russir.n 
Ministry for the treaty of 17th April, 1824. 'l,he ·first article a:sertsfor 
both countries general and permanent right.:: of navigation, fi:-.nit1g, and 
tradiug with the natives upon points not occupied Ly either, north or sontl1 
of the ag-reed parallel of latitude, subject to enumerated resl:rictio.ns, among 
which i~ the fourth article, limiting, as it would seem, the e~·crcisc of cer-
tain of these very rights to a term of ~n years. Our negotiator, l\Ir. Mid-
dleton, as he explained in a subsequent despatch to tbe Dep:utment of 
State, contemplated no abandonment of these rights either in principle or 
as a compromise, in the present or future time, bnt on the ccntrary repellea 
a clause proposed to him expressly for that purpose, and regarded the fourtlt 
article ns elllilrging, not restricting, the privilei~f'S provided for in thn first. 
My conviction, however, arising from the lan:g-nage of the Rus::;i::m p:ecau-
tionary record or protocol, (which Mr. Middleton rather avcitled 1llJ::1 re-
jected,) is that Connt Nesselrode will deem himself and ?vTr. Polctict. to have 
attained hy this fourth article, though with the nse of other wolds, the 
substance of the clause to which :Mr. Middleton objected, and tlw. he will 
considPr both Governments to tlave buried all controversy about the rights 
incident to the prior discovery of savage and unoccupied lands, and to have 
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cons~nted. that, at the expiration of the ten years, the United States should · 
be esteemed to possess in full domain the coast and islands to the south, and 
Russia the coast and islands to the north, of 54° 40' north latitude. He 
may ask, and with some plausibility, with what other object the fourth 
article was framed? it uses no phraseology tantamount to" establishments" 
or "settlements," or "points already occupied/' but protects from any hin-
drance for ten years only the power to frequent the interior seas, gulfs, har-
bors, and creeks upon the coast, for the purpose of fishing and trading with· 
the natives; a power already duly enunciated without limit of ttme, for 
both countries, by the first article ; and, if it was not intended mutually to 
yield the power in relation to the sections divided by the parallel of latitude 
at the expiration of the term, '\vhy disturb tQe operation of the first article 
at all? A close analysis of tho negotiation of 1824 may possibly dispel 
these ~ugg-estions; or it will give me pleasure to find my apprehensions re-
moved by the candor of the Vice Chancellor; and, at all events, I shall 
never acquiesce, until instructed to do so by you, in a construction so op-
posite to the intentions of Mr, Middleton, and so conclusive as to all further 
claim of the United States. 
Mr. Dalle,s to J.l1r. Forsyth. 
(EXTRACT.] 
ST. PETERSBURG, Septernber 8, 1837. 
Since my last, dated the 16th of August, 1837, and sent by the courier of 
the English legation, I have addressed to Count Nesselrode the commu--
_nication of which a copy is annexed. 
'l'he result of my inquiries on the :mbject was a confident assurance, 
from a sonrce entitled to reliance, that no Russian settlements had yet 
J.:>een made at the harbors of 'ruckessan and Tateskey on the northwestern 
eoast of America, mentioned by Captain Blinn as the points where his voyage 
was impeded und finally frustrated. If this information prove correct, the 
eond.uct of the R'!ssian officers towa~ds th_e :\meri_can brig Loriot indicates a 
foregone conclusion; and the Impenal Mmtstry, Impelled by the Fur Com-
_pany, may be expected to assert an exclusive territ0rial jurisdiction north 
.of the parallel of latitude fixed by the treaty of 1824. Hence I deemed it 
right, in the letter to the Vice Chancellor, briefly to recapitulate the sub· 
:itance of that treaty, to characterize the different natures of its :first and. 
fourth articles, and to regard the treatment experienced by Captain Blinn, 
.not merely as unfriendly, but as so obviously inconsistent with our na-
tional rights as to render it impossible for me to suppose it warmnted or 
t;anctioned by this Government. By such a course, I hoped to convey, in 
the plainest and strongest manner, our sense of the construction of the 
treaty, without intimating the possibility of any other, and to leave no mode 
<>f avoiding the claim for redress except by a resort to whZJ.t I cannot antici-
}Jate-the allegation of the existence of Russian establishments at 'l'uck-
essan and Tateskey. Even under that condition of things, the orders to 
Captain Blinn were harsh and inhospitable, may be made matter of scrions 
remonstrat:J.CC, and will present just the sort of occasion heretofore wanted 
for pressing the expediency of renewing the fourth article of the treaty. 
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AMERICAN LEGATION, August 15, (27,) 1837. 
The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary· 
·of the Uaited States of America, has the honor very respectfully to invite 
.the attention of his excellency the Vice Chancellor of the Empire to the · 
following subject, specially given to him in charge as calling for an early: 
submission to the consideration of the Imperial Government. 
It will doubtless be remembered that by the perpetual convention of the . 
5th (17th) of April, 1824, signed by his e~cellency Count Nesselrode and 
Mr. Poletica on behalf of Russia, and by Mr. Henry Middleton on behalf ~ 
of the United States, it was agreed that in any part of the great ocean . 
commonly called the Pacific ocean, or South sea, the respective citizens or 
subjects of the high contracting powers should be neither disturbed nor · 
restrained, either in navigation or in fishing, or in the power of resorting to · 
the coasts, upon points which may not already have been occupied, for the 
purpose of trading with the natives; that, to prevent the rights of navi- -
gation and of fishing, exercised upon the great ocean, from becoming the . 
pretext for an illicit trade, the citizens or subjects of either country should 
not resort, without permission, to any establishment of the other ; and that . 
there not should be formed to the north of fifty-four degrees and forty minutes . 
of north latitude by the citizens of the United States, nor south of that 
parallel by Russian subjects, any establishment upon the northwest coast 
of America. It was declared by the fourth a11ticle to be understood that 
during a term of ten years, counting from the signature of the convention, . 
the ships of both countries respectively might reciprocally frequent, with- . 
out any hindrance whatever, the interior seas, gulfs, harbors, and creeks . 
11pon the said coast, for the purpose of fishing and trading with the nnt.ives • . 
The permanent powers to navigate, to fish, and to resort to the coasts upon 
unoccupied points, in order to trade with the natives, thus mutually recog-
nised in a spirit of forecasting friendship, which removes, hy explicit as-
surances; every possible cause of collision or jealousy, and has always char- . 
acterized the relations and intercourse of the two Governments, would seem 
to be unequivocally distinct and precise. It is to a vague and perverted 
condition of things, consequent, in a great degree, upon the expiration of 
the temporary provision of the fourth article, much rather than to any inim-
ical national policy, that the undersigned imputes the incident, su detrimen-
tal to the interest of an American citizen and so incompatible with the 
ri&hts of his country, which is now submitted to the just and candid con .. 
siaeration of his excellency Count Nesselrode. 
On the 22d of August, 1836, (N. S.,) the American brig "Loriot," of 
ninety-two tons, Richard D. Blinn master, sailed from the port of Oahu, in 
the Sandwich islands, bound to the north west coast of America, to procure 
provisions and Indians for hunting sea-otter. She made the land called 
Forrester's island on the 14th of September, and anchored in the harbor of 
Tuckessan, yet distinguished by no establishment, in latitude 54° 55' north, 
and longitude 132° 30' west. 
About four days afterwards, an armed brig of his Imperial Majesty's navy 
went into a neighboring harbor, also unoccupied, called Tateskey, latitude 
54° 45' north, and longitude 132° 55' west, and on the succeeding day of-
ficers from that vessel boarded the Loriot, and ordered Captain Blinn to 
leave the alleged dominions of Russia. 
The American master, to explain and to remonstrate, repaired to the Rus-
sian brig ; but the same orders were then peremptorily repeated to him by 
its commander, and reiterated on two subsequent days. 
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Armed boats were sent to the Loriot on the 25th of September, and she 
was then rlirected to get under "'leigh and sail for the harbor of Tateskey. 
Captain Blinn,how_eYer,still remaining, with the hope of being ultimately 
-allowed to prosecute ·his voyage, on the 27th of September the same Rus-
sian armed boats again boarded and compelled his vessel to proceed as indi-
cated. 
While hove to off the harbor of '"rateskey, the weather becoming threat~ 
-ening, the American master asked permissiOn· to enter the haven, which 
was refused by the Russian commander, with a renewal of orders to quit 
the waters of his Imperial Majesty. 
Finally, Captain Blinn, prevented by this interference of Russian force 
from procuring necessary supplies for his vessel, and from obtaini11g natives 
for hunting sea otter, was obliged to abandon a Yoyage from which he had 
anticipated the 'most lucrative results, and return to the Sandwich Islands, 
where h J arrived on the first of November following. 
The. undersigned is wnvil ling to make to his excellency Count Nesselrode 
1he remarks naturally suggested by tlus brief statement of £.'1cts, (whose au-
thenticity be cannot doubt,) nntil every reasonable and just opportunity 
shall have been given to the Rnssian officers implicated to temper, if 
possible, their harshness by explanation. His firm confidence in the dis-
positions heretofore expres.jed and manifested towards his country precludes 
11is supposing, for one moment, that a proceeding so unfriendly in its nature 
and circr:ms1ances, and so inconsistent with the rights of American citizens, 
immemorially exercised and secured by the laws of nations, as well as by 
the stipulations of the first article of the treaty of 1824, was authorized by 
his Imperial Maj0sty's Government, or can receive its sanction. 
Nevertheless, it is made the duty of the undersigned earnestly and most 
respectfully to remonstrate against such an unwarranted aggression by per-
sons enjoying the character and using the means of agents in the Russian 
service, and to claim, as he now does, from his Imperial Majesty's Govern-
ment, for the losses and damages sustained by the owner of the brig Loriot, 
such indemnification as may, on an inve~tigation of the case, be found 
justly their due. 
In the sincere hope that an early and happy adjustment of this business 
may arrest its tendency to excite unkindness of feeling between the citizens 
and subjects of the two countries, the undersigned avails himself of the occa-
sion to renew to his excellency Count Nesselrode the assurances of his 
most distinguished consideration. 
His Excellency Count NEssELRODE, 
Vice Chancellor of tht- Empire, o/c. 
Mr. Dallas to Mr. Forsyth. 
[EXTRAC'r.] 
G. M. DALLAS. 
ST. PE'l'ERSBURG, December 25, 1837. 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt your despatch No. 4, dated 
3d of November, 1837, which reached n1~ by the ordinary post from Ham-
burg, through Berlin, on the 12th m:sta!!t. Its clear and impressive views , 
of the convention of 1824 will of course fix my attention, and guide what-
ever it may hereafter be my duty to say in relation to the construction or 
:renewal of the expired article. 
/ 
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Mr. Dallas to Mr. Forsyth. 
[EXTRACT.] 
[I] 
ST. PETERSBURG, January 14, 1838. 
On the 27th of December last, I received an official notification from 
Count Nesselrode of his having respmed the burean of foreign affairs, 
and of his desiring to renew his intercourse with the diplomatic body. 
On the following morning I sent him a communication, formally propos-
ing to renew, for an indefinite period, the fourth article of the convention 
of April, 1824, intimating, at its commencement, my anxiety for an an-
swer to the claim of Captain Richard D. Blinn, made in August. A copy 
of this communication is annexed. 
On the night of the 29th of December, the justly celebrated winter 
palace ef -the Emperor took fire7 and was wholly destroyed i and, pre-
suming that this disastrous event might cause some extra bustle and em-
barrassment among all the high officers, I waited impatiently until the 
9th of January, when, being still without any sort of reply from the 
vice-chancellor, I addressed him a short note, requesting a personal in-
terview at as early a period as would be convenient to him. On the 
next day he apprised me that he should be pleased to receive me at 
half past two o'clock on Friday, the 12th. I accordingly waited upon 
him at tho time appointed, and although my own object was single and 
obvious, to press for early answers to my communications ; and though, 
strictly speaking, our conversation had an official character tha far only, 
it may be useful, as it will not be tedious, to repeat all that occurred. 
The count welcomed me to his chancery with the kindness for which 
his manners are distinguished. When the ordinary salutations and in-
quiries about personal health were concluded, I told him that my sole ,.. 
purpose in asking the interview was to request him to inform me whether 
I might hope to have, in a short time, his replies to my two letters. I 
observed that I had now been in Russia six months, and, owing to his 
· protracted absence during five of those months from his office, had been 
unable to transact any of the busines5 confided to my attention by my 
Government; that I wished to transmit to the United States, with as 
little farth~r delay as possible, some satisfactory account of the intentions 
and views of the Imperial Ministry upon the two matters I had submitted 
for consideration, and especially upon the topic of the expired fourth artide 
of the convention; that our National Legislature was in session, but might 
not remain so long as usual, perhaps not beyond the month of .Apnlnext, 
and that it was an object with me to communicate to the President, on a 
point esteemed of so much interest to the commerce and amity of the two 
countries, whatever might emanate from the lmp~rial Cabinet, early enough 
to enable him, if deemed necessary and proper, to lay the matter before 
Congress; and this the more especially, as he may have noticed that the 
Chief Magistrate, in his message of the 5th of December last, anticipated 
an early as well as a. iust decision on the few subjects pending between 
Russia and America. The count assured me that he appreciated my solici-
tude, and would relieve it a'S early as he possibly could ; that my first com-
munication, relating to the complaint of Captain Blinn, having been received 
at the department during his absence in attendance upon the Emperor at 
Wosnesensk, Mr. Rodofinickine had immediately undertaken to procure 
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information as to the facts ; and when that was obtained, which he hoped 
would be before long, he would hasten to write to me on' the subject; that 
to my second communication, relating to the fourth article of the conven-
tion, he could, with some certainty, promise an early answer, and had no 
doubt ef being able to send one in the course of all January. 'rhe vice-
chancellor avoided conveying any idea as to what might be the nature of 
his reply in either case, and it was na part of my purpose to press any 
such sudden disclosure. 
Mr. Dallas to Count Nesselrode. 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
St. Petersburg, December 16, (28,) 1837. 
'rhe undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America, while anxiously awaiting the notice which it 
may please his excellency the vice-chancellor of the empire to give to his 
communication of the 15th (27th) of August, respecting the interference of 
certain Russian officers on the northwest coast of America, with the voyage 
of Captain Richard D. Blinn, respectfully invites the renewed attention of 
the Imperial Government to a kindred subject heretofore partially dis-
cussed. 
It will doubtless be recollected that Baron Krudener, then representing 
his Imperial Majesty at Washington, under date of the 19th (31st) of May, 
1835, reminded the American Executive of the expiration of the 4th article 
of the convention of the 5th (17th) of April, 1824, and at the same time 
adverted, as to a step immediately consequent upon that expiration, to a 
proceeding of Captain Baron de Wrangel, Governor of the Russian Ameri-
can colonies, towards some trading vessels belonging to citizens of the 
United States. 
'rhe predecessor of the undersigned, Mr. Wilkins, was at once instructed 
by his Government to make to the Government of his Imperial Majesty an 
overture for a renewal of the stipulation referred to ; and accordingly that 
gentleman, after verbal conference with his excellency the vice~chancellor, 
submittedj the projet of a short treaty for this purpose. The subject, first 
referred to the Minister of Finance, was finally postponed to the ensuing 
spring-, with a view to obtain, as is stated in the communication of his 
excellency Count Nesselrode, of the 28th of November, 1835, on the arrival 
of agents expected from the northwest coast of America, exact information 
as to the interests and concerns of the Russian establishments there, and 
the influence on them attributable to the operation of the 4th article of the 
convention. Since that period the agitation of this topic, although esteemed 
of leading moment in the relations between the two countries, has been 
entirely suspended. 
The undersigned is now impelled by an apprehensive sense of the con-
dition in which the expiration of the 4th article has left the intercourse 
between the subjects and citizens of Russia and of the United States in 
those remote regions; and he cannot forbear expressing a sincere hope that 
it may enter into the purposes of the Imperial Ministry, on whose enlight-
ened disposition to forestall and prevent all· causes of collisicm or contro-
versy he feels an unlimited reliance, to establish, with<?ut further delay and 
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without limitation of time, a guarantee so beneficial to the great ends of 
mutual commerce, hospitality, and peace. 
The undersigned renews to his excellency Count Nesselrode the assur· 
ance of his high consideration. 
Mr. Dallas to Mr. Forsyth. 
[EXTRACT.) 
G. M. DALLAS. 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
St. Petersburg, March 19, 1838. 
SIR : The departure of a courier from the British Legation to-morrow, 
enables me to forward to you copies of two notes which have recently pas-
sed between Count Nesselrode and myself. They originate in the claim 
advanced on behalf of the owners of the " Loriot?.:., agreeably to your in-
structions of the 4th of May, 1~37. Their interest, however, is far more 
extensive; the demand for private indemnity being merged in a question 
of national right, and the interpretation of the treaty negotiated in 1824 
by my predecessor, Mr. Middleton. 
Count Nesselrode to Mr. Dallas. 
ST. PETERSBOURG, le 23 Fevrier, 1838. 
Par sa note du 15 (27) Aoiit dernier, Monsieur Dallas, Envoy~ Ex-
traordinaire et Ministre Plenipotentiaire des Etats~Unis d'-4-merique, a 
bien voulu intervenir en faveur des reclamations que forme le Sr. Richard 
Blinn, citoyen de l'Union, commandant le brick marchand "Loriot." II 
resulte de la note sus-mentionee qu'en 1836, ce navire ayant fait voile pour 
la cote nord-ouest de I' ,Amerique aborda a l'ile de Forrester au 54° 55' de 
latitude Septentrionale, dans !'intention d'engager des indigenes pour la 
chasse aux coutres de mer, et qu'il fut renvoye peu de jours apres son 
arrivee, par un brick de la Compagnie Russie-Americaine, sans avoir pu 
donner suite a son projet. Invoquant ~n sa faveur les stipulations de la 
convention du 5 (17) Avril, 1824, et particulierement !'article 1, de 
cette convention, le Sieur Blinn eleve aujourd' hui des plaintes contre la 
conduite du brick Russe a son egard, et demande un dedomma~ement 
pour les pertes que les proprietaires du " Loriot" ont essnyees de ce chef. 
Une reclamation de ce genre appuyee par le representant d'une puissance 
avec laquelle la Russie tient a couer de cultiver les relations les plus ami-
cales, avait droit a !'attention serieuse du Ministere Imperial. Aussi s'est il 
empressee de demander a la direction de la Compagnie Russe-Americaine 
des renseignemens detailles sur toutes les circonstances qui ont accompagne 
le fait precise afin de pouvoir l'examiner avec une entiere connaissance de 
cause. Ces renseignemens ne sont point encore parvenus au Ministere 
Imperial, la Compagnie Russe-Americaine n'ayant re~u jusqu'a present 
aucun rapport special concernant le renvoi du "Loriot." 'routefois, il 
resulte des circonstances memes que Monsieur Dallas a rapportees dans sa 
note, ainsi que d'une deposition de l'un des officiers recemment rcvenus 
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de ces con trees, qu'en signifi.ant au Sr. Richard Blinn, de quitter les parages 
ou il se trouvnit, le commandant du brick Russe n'a fait que se conformer 
aux instructinns dont il a ete muni a la suite de !'expiration de !'article 4 
de la convention. .~ 
En examinant les stipulations de cette convention dans cet esprit 
d;equite qui ]e distingue, Monsieur Dallas voudra bien se convaincre que 
le Gouvernement Imperial ne saurait rli!connaitre la justesse des plaintes du 
Sr. Blinn. 
ll ef.lt vrai que l'article 1 de la convention de 1824, invoquee par les 
proprietaires du "Loriot," stipulait en faveur des citoyens de !'Union une 
entiere liberte de navigation dans l'ocean Pacifique, ainsi que le drmt 
d'aborder sans entraves a tons les points de la cote nord-ouest de l'Ameri-
qne qui n'auraient pas deja ete occupes, et d'y faire le commerce avec les 
indigenes. Mais cette liberte de navigation est soumise a certaines condi-
tions et restrictions; et l'une de ces restrictions est celle qui stipule !'article 
4 qui a nomement limite a Ul'l terme cle dix annees pour Jes citoyens de 
l'Union le droit de frequenter san~ entraves les mers interieures, les golfes, 
havres, et cr!ques, au nord du 54C 4.0' de latitude. Or ce terme etait 
expire de puis plus de deux ans a l'epoque ou le "Loriot," vint jeter l'ancre 
dans le havre du Tt ckessan. En 1835, le Ministre de l'~mpereur aux Etats 
Unis avait re~n 'ordre d'appeler expressement !'attention du Cabinet de 
Washington, sur }'expiration de ce terme, et par suite de Ia note officielle 
que le Baron De Krudener avait adressee a ce sujet au Secretaire d'Etat, 
le Gouvernement des Etats-Unis fit faire dans le Journal de Washington, 
une publication portant, que le terme de dix ans etant expire au mois 
d' Avri1, 1834, " le Gouverneur des colonies Russes, avait formellement 
averti les commandans des batimens Americains qui se trouvaient dans ces 
parages, qu'ils ne pourraient plus reclamer par suite de la convention 
le droit d' abord er sans distinction, dans tous les havres appartenants a la 
Ru:~sie sur cette cote." 
Si done, malgre un avertissement aussi formel et que le Gouvernement 
des Etats-Unis a bien voulu concourir lui meme a porter a la connaissance 
des citoyens de l'Union, les proprietaires du "Loriot" ont tente une expedi-
tion vers des cotes ou depuis deux ans il lui etait interdit d'aborder, il 
semble qu'ils ne peuvent s'attribuer qu'a eux-memes le mauvais succes 
de cette entreprise, et que ]e Gouvernement Imperial ne saurait admettre 
leurs reclamations ni leur reconnaitre des tirres a un dedommagement. 
En communiquant ces observations a Monsieur Dallas, le soussigne 
aime a croire qu'il voudra bien en reconnaitre la justesse et les; faire appre-
cier de meme par son Gouvernement. C'est dans cet espoir qu'il prie 
Monsieur l'Envoye des Etats-Unis d'agreer !'assurance de sa consideration 
tres distinguee. • 
NESSELRODE. 
(TRANSLATION.] 
PE'l'ERSBURG, February 23, 1838. 
Mr. Dallas, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America, by his note of the 15th (27th) of Angu~t last, 
has thought proper to interpose in behalf of the claims prefered by. R1ch~rd 
Blinn,a citizen of the United States, and master of the merchant brig Lonot. 
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It appears 1rom the above mentioned note, that in 1836, this vessel having· 
sailed for the northwest coast of America, arrived at Forrester's island, in 
latitude of 54 degrees 55 minutes north, whh the intention of employing 
the natives in hunting for sea ottm·s, and that a few days after his arrival, 
he was ordered off hy a brig of the Russian American Company, without 
having been able to pursue his project. Mr. Blinn, in virtue of the stipu-
lations of the conver1tion of the 5th (17th) of April, 1824, and especially 
of the 1st article of that convention, now prefers complaints against the 
conduct of the Russian brig towards him ; and asks indemnification for the 
losses sustained in consequence, by the proprietors of the Loriot. 
A claim of this nature, presented, too, by the representative of a power 
with which Russia is anxious to cultivate the most friendly relations, de-
manded the most serious attention on the part of the Imperial Ministry. 
The Russian American Company was accordingly asked, without delay, for 
minute information respecting all the circumstances connected with the 
above mentioned fact, in order that it might be examined with an entire 
knowledge of the affair. This information has not yet reached the Impe-
rial Ministry, as the Russian American Company has not to this moment 
teceived any special report concerning the ordering off of the Loriot. It 
appears, however, from the circumstances as stated in the very note of Mr. 
Dallas, as well as from a deposition made by one of the officers recently 
returned from those countries, that in notifying Mr. Richard Blinn to quit 
the shores where he wa~, the commander of the Russian brig did nothing 
more than conform with the instructions given to him, at the expiration of 
the 4th article of the convention. 
By examining the stipulations of that convention, with the spirit of equity 
which marks the character of Mr. Dalla~, he will be convinced that the 
Imperial Government cannot acknowledge the justice of the complaints of 
Mr. Blinn. 
It is true, indeed, that the 1st article of the convention of 1824, to which 
the proprietors of the Loriot appeal, secures to the citizens of the United 
States entire liberty of navigation in the Pacific ocean, as well as the right 
of landing without disturbance, upon all points on the northwest co:!st of 
America, not already occupied, and to trade with the natives. But this 
liberty of navigation is subject to certain conditions and restrictions, and 
one of these restrictions is that stipulated by the 4th article, which has spe-
cially limited to the period of ten years the right on the part of the citizens 
of the United States to frequent, without disturbance, the interior seas, the 
gulfs, harbors, and creeks, north of the latitude of 54 degrees 40 minutes. 
Now this period had expired more than two years before the Loriot anchor-
ed in the harbor of Tukessan. 
In 1835, the Emperor's minister in the United States had received orders 
to call the attention of the cabinet at Washington expressly to the circum-
stance of the expiration of this period ; and in consequence of the official 
note addressed on this subject by Baron de Krudener to the Secretary of 
State, the Government of the United States caused to be published, irr the 
Washington newspaper, a statement that, as the period of ten years had ex-
, pired on the 4th of April, 1834, "the Governor of the Russian colonies had 
formally notified the commanders of American vessels in that quarter that 
they could no longf.r claim, under the convention, the right of landing with-
out distinction, at all the harbors belonging to Russia, 01~ this coast." 
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If, then, notwithstanding so formal a warning which the Government 
of the United States had itself aided in conveying to the knowledge of the 
-citizens of the Union, the owners of the Loriot ventured upon an expedi-
·tion to coasts where they had for two years been interdicted from landing, 
it appears that they should attribute only to themselves the ill success of 
this enterprise, and that the Imperial Government cannot admit their 
claims, nor aeknowledge their titles to indemnification. In communicating 
these observations to Mr. Dallas, the undersigned flatters himself with the 
belief that he will admit the justice of them, and cause them to be viewed 
in the same light by his Government. 
In this hope he prays the Envoy to accept the assurance of his very dis-
tinguished consideration. 
NESSELRODE. 
To G. M. DALLAs, 
Envoy Extraordinary, ~·c. 
Mr. Dallas to Count Nesselrode. 
ST. PETERSBURG, 5th (17th) Marclt, 1838. 
The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America, had the honor to receive the answer of 
his excellency Count Nesselrode, Vice Chancellor of the empire, dated 
the 23d February, 1838, to the communication which the undersigned, 
conformably to the special charge of his Government, addressed to his 
excellency on the 15th (27th) of August, 1837, in relation to the inter-
ference of certain of his Imperial Majesty's armed forces with the mer-
chant brig " Loriot," owned and commanded by citizens of the United 
States, and prosecuting a trading voyage to the northwest coast of America. 
The remoteness of the regions where the incidents occurred, which 
constitute the foundation of the reclamation on behalf of the parties in-
jured, and the known difficulty of obtaining circumstantial details of any 
' event in that quarter, connected with the assurance of his excellency 
that the Imperial Ministry had given to the subject its serious attention, 
must have engaged the undersigned to protracted silence, under the con-
viction that every thing which the justice of the case required, would 
ultimately be attained. The note, however, of his excellency, if accn· 
rately understood, dispen-ses with the necessity of additional information, 
and, adopting the 5tatement of facts derived by the American Govern-
ment from its citizens, would seem to remove all motive for further delay. 
An early notice, therefore, of the grounds upon which a recognition of 
the claim has been declined, is impelled alike by a profound respect for the 
source whence they emanate, and by a sense of the peculiar importance 
with .which they bear upon the relations and interests of the two coun-
tries. 
The light in which the President of the United States regarded the 
treatment of Captain Blinn, precluded the possibility of his supposing it 
warranted by the public authorities of Russia. He will hear, with painful 
surprise, that the subordinate, by whom that treatment was inflicted, did but 
obey the instructions with which he had been furnished in consequence of 
the expiration of the fourth article of the convention of 1824. It will 
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be recollected that more than two and a half years ago, the American 
Secretary of State, Mr. Forsyth, in a letter of the 21st of July, 1835, ad-
dressed to his Imperial Majesty's Minister, then at Washington, the Baron 
de Krudener, expressed a wish to receive, as early as practicable, precise 
information of the measures his Imperial Majesty's Government had 
adopted or proposed to adopt in relation to the admission of American 
ves-sels into the harbors, bays, and rivers of the Russian settlements on the 
northwest coast of the continent; that this request was reiterated by Mr. 
Wilkins, the predecessor of the undersigned, in a communication of the 1st 
of November, 1835; and that his excellency Count Nesselrode, in answer 
thereto, referring to the spring of 1836 as the earliest period at which an 
exact knowledge could be obtained of the measures which the local authori-
ties had adopted, or which it would be necessary to adopt, left no room to 
doubt that they would then, or as soon as digested, be made known to the. 
American Government. 'rhis information, so desirable as a basis for any 
corresponding measures to which the United States would have been urged 
by their uniform dispositions of amity towards Russia, as well as by a provi" 
dent attention to the regularity and security of their own commerce, has 
never been imparted. Had the . purport of the instruction, under which 
the" Loriot" was violently seized and driven from her voyage, been commu· 
nicated, it could not have been allowed to work injury and loss to unoffend-
ing persons, without at least being first made the object of candid remon-
strance, or of precautionary notice. And the President of the United States,. 
unapprized of these regulations: or of the particular points of the northwest 
coast on which Russian establishm~nts were newly formed, could not but 
view the abrupt proceeding to which Captain Blinn was subjected, as an act,. 
under any aspect, of the most unfriendly character. How fiu this sentiment 
will bechangedorqualified by unexpectedly finding the slight on the Amer-
ican flag, and the armed opposition to American tradP, to have been ordered,. 
and to be now sanctioned, by the Government of his Imperial Majesty, upon 
the principles stated, the undersigned cannot venture to foresee. 
Nor is the "informal notice" (lying before the undersigned) published 
at the repeated request of Baron de Krudener, in the Washing~.:m "Globe" 
of the 22d of Angnst, 1835, to which his excellency has referred, suscep-
tible, in the estimation of the undersigned, of a eonstruc.ion which can 
ascribe to the American Government, or any of its citizens, the knowledge 
that a voyage like the one contemplated by Captain Bliun was inconsistent 
with any colonial interdict or general pretension of the lmpe t ·al authori-
ties. Far from it. That publication, while characteristic of the frank and 
confiding readiness with which the American Executive proceeded to exe-
cute a wish expressed by a power whose intercourse <md relations inspire 
no distrust, compels, as is conceived, with unfeigned deference, the opposite 
construction, and imports a recognition of the entire lawfulness of such a 
voyage. In this spirit, and in this only, was it origina1ly framed, and Has 
ever since, without a question, been understood by the Government and 
people of the United States. True, it ad verts to a notice issued by the 
Governor of the Russian colonies after the expiration of the 4th article of 
the convention, to the effect that the master's of Ame.rican vessels could no 
longer claim the right they enjoyed under that 4th article of landing, at all 
the landing places, without distinction, belonging to Russia on the north-
west coast; and it further proceeds to observe to all interested in the trade 
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that, under the 2d article of the same convention, it is necessary for all 
American vessels resorting to any point where there is a L!.ussian establish-
ment, to obtain the permission of the governor or commander. To the 
scope or phraseology of this " informal notice," it is l>elieved Baron de 
Krudener never, orally or in writing, took the slightest exception. It will 
surely be perceived by his excellency Count Nesselrode, to contain no in-
hibition of trading voyages generally to the northwest coast of America; 
but, on the contrary, to confine its admonition expressly and precisely to 
"landing places belonging to Russia," and to ': any point on t!te coast 
where there is a Russian establishment." Such landing places, and. such 
points were alone supposed to be embraced in the notice of Governor 
Wrangel, and were alone designated in the pnblicntiou. Arne1ican voy-
1-lges to them were no lon~er _as unembarrassed as dnriug· the operation of 
the 4th article of the convention ; hut to all other points of that vast and 
wild territory, the freedom of American navigation and trade remained 
unimpaired. It formed no part of the purpose of Captain Blinn to visit, 
with or without permission, any landing place or point distinguished by 
Russian occupancy or establishment; and it is, therefore, submitted that, 
even supposing him to have read the paragraph adduced, he could, at least, 
deduce from it nothing adverse to his voyage. 
The decision of the Imperial Ministry -is stated by his excellency the 
Vice Chancellor to result from the very circumstances set forth in the note 
of the undersigned, as well as from an affidavit of an ofiicer recently re-
turned from the Russian colonies, and to be founded upon the convention 
of 1824. As the contents of the affidavit are not mentioned, they are pre-
sumed not to affect materially the narrative of the note, and certainly not to 
introduce any substantive assertion or denial adequate to give the case a 
totally new character, and to exact by its own force merely a judgment 
which could not be reached without it. The remarks, therefore, which the 
undersigned proposes to subjoin, are necessarily restricted to the admitted 
allegations on behalf of Captain Blinn, in connexion with the stipulatiens 
of the treaty. 
If, in pursuing this course, any injustice be done to the reasoning or 
views of the Imperial Ministry, he will, on the slighest intimation, hasten 
to rectify it with the frankness which he esteems indispensable to the faith-
ful discharge of his representative dnty. 
Avoiding a repetition of details heretofore enumerated, as well as their 
aggravating features, the leading facts of reclamation are, that the brig 
" J.Joriot," owned and commanded by American citizens, sailed from the 
Sandwich Jslands on the 22d of August, 1836, bound to the north west 
coast, to procure provisions and Indians for hunting sea otter; that-having 
made Forrester's island, she anchored in the harbor of Tnckessan, in lati-
tude 54° 55' north; that no Russian establishment existed in that harbor; 
that four days afterwards, an armed brig of his Imperial £1ajesty's navy 
went into a neighboring harbor, called Tateskey, in latitude 54.0 45' north; 
that no Russian establishment existed in this latter harbor ; that she was 
boarded by officers from the armed brig, by whom her captain was first 
ordered to leave the dominions of Russia, and sub:seqnently compelled t() 
get mJder way and sail for the harbor of Tateskey ; that when oft the har-
bor of Tateskey she was, in threatening weather, refused permission to 
enter, and peremptorily again commanded to quit the waters of his Impe-
riall\iajesty; and, finally, that, owing exclusively to this interference of 
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armed force, her voyage was abandoned, and she returned to the Sandwich 
Islands on the 1st of November. It is this plain and brief story, which the 
undersigned, by instruction of his Government, has termed incon~istent 
with the rights of American citizens, immemorially exercised and secured 
by the laws of nations, as well as by the stipulations of the first article of 
the convention of 1824, and entitling the parties injured to such indemni-
fication as might on an investigation be found justly their due. 
The nght of the citizens of the United States to navigate the Pacific 
ocean, and their right to trade with the aboriginal natives of the northwest 
coast of America, without the jurisdiction of other nations, are rights which 
constituted a part of their independence as soon as they declared it. They 
are rights founded in the law of nations, enjoyed in common with all other 
independent sovereignties, and incapable of being abridged or extillguished, 
except with their own consent. It is unknown to the undersigned that 
they have voluntarily conceded these rights, or either of them1 at any time, 
througH the agency of their Government, by treaty or other form of obli-
gation, in favor of any community. Yet he duduces from the communi-
cation of his excellency, after hs.ving given it the careful considertion to 
which every act from such a source lays claim, as the only ground upon 
which the reclamation on behalf of Captain Blinn is resisted, the proposi-
tion that the United States, by the convention of 1824, yielded to his Im-
perial Majesty their right to hold commerce, on the expiration of te 1 years, 
with the aboriginal natives on the northwest coast beyond the degree of 
54° 40' north latitnde. This proposition, if established, is unquestionably 
fatal to the pretensions of the master and owners of the " Loriot." It bears, 
however, an aspect so detrimental to the interests of his countrymen, and 
to their attributes as an independent power, is so inconsistent with the past 
policy and principles of the American cabinets, and is withal of such minor 
importance to the prosperity and greatness of Russia, that the undersigned 
trusts its want of solid foundation will, on further reflection, be apparent 
and confessed. 
The avowed objects of the convention between the United States and 
his Imperial Majesty, were "to cement the bonds of amity which unite 
them, and to secure between them the invariable maintenance of a perfect 
concord." The means of attaining these invaluable ends were embodied 
in its artJCles. 'l'here is first a mutual and permanent agreement, declara-
tory of their respective rights, without di&turbance or restraint, to navigate 
and fish in any part of the Pacific ocean,and to resort to its eoasts upon 
1 
oints 
which nwynot already have been occupied, in order to trade with the natives. 
These rights pre-existed in each, and were not fresh liberties resulting from 
the stipulation. 'ro navigate, to fish, and to coa..c:;t, as described, were righs 
of equal certainty, springing from the same source, and attached to the 
same quality of nationality. Their exercise, ho\~lever, was subjected to 
certain res,rictions and conditions, to the etlcct. t~1at L1e citizens and sub-
jects of t 13 contracting sovereignties should not resort to point.;: w!1ere 
establisl11nen1s existed without obtaining permission; thnt no future cstab-
lishment:3 should be formed by one party north, nor by the other party 
south, of 01!0 40' north latitude ; but that: nevertheless, both might J'or a 
term of ten yenrs, without regard to \\~hether an establishE1cnt existed or 
not, withow obtnining permission, without any hindrnncn wlwtev2r, fre-
quent the it) I ·rior seas, gulfs, harbors and creeks, to fish r..nd tradt:! '· ;~· 1 the 
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natives. This short analysis leaves, on the question at issue, no room for 
construction. 
The view taken by his excellency Count Nesselrode, rests upon the 
provision last referred to, contained in the fourth article of the convention. 
Of this it is essential to fix the true character. Does its limitation of ten 
years apply to the broad national right of resorting to unoccupied points of 
the coa.."t 'J If it do not, the position taken is untenable. rrhat it does nott 
would seem to be a conclusion of the gravest, as of the lightest scrutiny. 
The renunciation of a prerogative so high and important, if designed, 
would not have been left to mere inference from a disjointed paragraph, but 
would have been distinctly expressed in immediate connexion with its first 
statement. No. motive can possibly be assigned for permitting an intended 
abandonment of such a right, .lormally declared in the first article, to lurk 
unseen in the varied langmge of the fourth article. 
The power of resorti 1g to unoccupied points of the coast existed in per-
petuity by the laws of nations, and is so enunciated in the first article. To 
declare it afterwards t0 exist for ten years would be to insert a clause idle 
and without eCect, nrov1ding for the temporary enjoyment of what had 
been previously pronounced permanent. But the interpretation of every 
instrument must be such as will, if possible, give substance and utility to 
each of its parts. Applied to points of the coast already occupied, the fourth 
article takes effect as a temporary exception to the perpetual prohibition of 
the second ~rticle; and the only consequence of the expiration of the term 
to which it is limited, is the revived and continued operation of that prohi-
bition. 
In employing, in the fourth article, the descriptive words "interior seas,. 
gulfs, harbors, and creeks," there is a departure from the comprehensive 
phraseology of the first article, which is only to be explained by the fact that 
another idea was to be expressed. Nor is it difficult to understand what 
was really meant. The bonds of amity and perfect concord, which it was 
so desirable to cement and invariably maintain, would have been endan-
gered, in peculiar localities, as to which doubts might naturally arise 
whether they were embraced in the first or the second article. If, however, 
at their openings, or upon their commanding highlands, or on their shores, 
an occupied point or establishment existed, it was thought expedient to let 
them take character from that incident, without any nice measurement of 
its range or influence, at the expiration of ten years ; and, accordingly, the 
fourth article, avoiding too sudden a check of the actual current of trade, 
put a limit of time upon the liberty to frequent such places. 
The undersigned submits that in no sense can the fourth article be un-
derstood as implying an acknowledgement, on the part of the United States, 
of the right of Russia. to the possession of the coast above the latitude of 
54° 40' north. It must, of course, be taken in connexion with the other ar. 
ticles, and they have, in fact, no reference whatever to the question of the 
right of possession of the unoccupied parts. To prevent future collisions 
it wns agreed that no new establishment should be formed by the respective 
parties to the north or south of the parallel mentioned; but the question of 
the right of possession heyond the existing establishments, as it stood pre-
vious to, or at the time oi~ the convention, was left untouched. 
By agreeing not to form new establishlllents north of latituae 64° 40', the 
United States made no acknowledgment of the right of Russia. to the ter-
ritory above that line. If such an admission had been made, Russia, by the 
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same construction of the article referred to, must have equally acknow-
ledged the right of the United States to the territory south of the parallel. 
But that Russia did not so understand the article is conclusively proved by 
her having entered into a similar agreement in her fuhsequent treaty of 
1825, with Great Britain, and having: in that instrument, acknowledged the 
right of possession of the same territory by Great Britaw. '""' 
The United States can only be considered inferentially as having ac-
knowledged the right of Russia to acquire, above the designated meridian, 
by actual occupation, a just claim to unoccupied lands. Unt] that actual 
occupation be talmn, the first article of the convention recognises the Amer-
ican right to navigate, fish, and trade, as prior to its negotiation. Such is 
esteemed the true construction of the convention; the construction which 
both nations are interested in affixing, as the benefits are equal and mutual, 
and the great object is secured of removing the exercise of a common right 
from the danger of becoming :t dispute about exclusive privileges. 
At the hazard of proving tedious, the undersigned has thus endeavored 
to convey to his excellency Count Nesselrode the views suggested by his 
recent communication. 
The Government of the United States is ardent and uniform in its anxi-
ety to cherish with that of Russia the most friendly reJations ; in the recip-
rocation of this sentiment the fnllest confidence is felt. The citizeus and 
subjects of the two countries, meeting only with feelings of coraiality and 
for purposes of mutual advantage, are rapidly reaping the fruits of a wise 
and beneficent international policy. Every year enlargl3s the sphere of their 
commercial intercourse, discloses the identity of their interests, and strength-
ens their ties of amity. In the persuasion that the enlightened conucils of 
his Imperial Majesty will join with the American authorities in every effort 
·Consistent with the honor and rights of their respective nations, to rescue 
this condition of things from all danger of interruption, the undersigned 
earnestly invites a reconsideration of the ground upon which the claim of 
the owners of the Loriot has been dismissed. · 
With a consoling hope as to the result, he begs his excellency the Vice 
Chancellor to accept the renewed assurances of his highest consideration. 
G. M. DALLAS. 
Mr. Dallas to Mr. Forsyth. 
LEGA'l'ION OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES 0)"" AMERICA, 
St. Petersburg, April 16, 1838. 
SrR: On the 21st of last month, I received the answer of Count Nessel. 
·rode to the proposal made to him in my communication of the 28th of 
December, 1837, for the renewal of the fourth article of the convention of 
1824; and I accompanied my acknowledgment of its receipt with a re-
quest for information as to the measures adopted or proposed to be adopted, 
by his Imperial M,ajesty, respecting the admission of American vessels into 
the Rus~ian establishments on the northwest coast. Copies of these two docu-
ments are annexed to this despatch. Every act of an official character is 
preceded by so much deliberation and delay, that I may no~ hope to hear 
further on this subject for some weeks to come. 
. 5 
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The refilsnl to renew the article was far from unexpected. Althougl1 
there may be much truth in the statements upon which that refusal is 
explained, it was foreseen that the grasping policy of the Fur CompEWy 
would, in itself, be quite adequate to this result. I am unable to say how 
far the representation as to the extremely limited character of the American 
trade under the article be correct, nor how far my countrymen may be 
implicated in the sale of spiritt;wus liquors, powder, n.nd fire-arms to the 
natives, in violation of the fifth article of the convention; nor whether 
complaints on the latter subject have or have not been made by the Russian 
authorities to those of the United States, invoking in designated cases the 
penalties prescribed by act of Congress. On none of these points do the 
archives of this legation furnish sources of information. 
Nor would it, indeed, seem expedient, under any circumstances, to criti-
cise the alleged motives for declining a revival of the expired stipulation. 
No consequence could follow but disagreement in relation to details, when 
the main point is one exclusively of discretion, is obviously decided beyond 
the probability of change, and that decision is communicated in the most 
friendly terms. 
By the expiration, in April, 1834, of the ten years limited in the fourth 
article of the convention, and by the definitive refusal to renew it, the 
Imperial Government would seem to attain an important object in their 
northwestern colonial policy, while the Uaited States forego, in fact, nothing 
but a series of vague claims calculated only to embroil and complicate the 
relations of the two countries. My predecessor, Mr. Middleton, by whmn~ 
the convention was negotiated, conceived the article to be n mutual grant, 
temporary in its duration, extending to specific and particular privileges, 
which the traders of neither nation would enjoy as general rights. 
He regarded the liberty to carry on commerce, without any hindrance 
whatever, with the natives in the interior seas, gulfs, harbors, and creeks 
of the Russian settlements, as so much added to the range of our trade 
beyond its natural boundaries; nnd he anticipated that, before the lapse of 
the term proposed, the .Russian settlers wonld perceive the importance of 
our unshackled intercourse, as a sure and economical means for obtaining 
SUJ!plies, and would ultimately prolong it indefinitely. With these views 
and impressions, during the pendency of the negotiation, he originated the 
fourth article, which formed no part either of the projet of a treaty sent to 
bim by Mr. Adams, then Secretary of State, or of the projet he submitted to 
Count Nesselrode at their first conference on the 9th of February, 1824. 
· The adoption of the article suspended for ten years the necessity of 
practically discriminating between such places on the northwest ~oast as 
w~re open to a common trade, in consequence of being savage and unoc-
cupjed, and those accessible only by permission from a locul authority. In 
other words, there was no immediate call for agreeing and defining what 
sho1,1ld constitute an " establishment," an " occupancy," or a '~ settlement," 
so as to redeem a given spot, with its contiguous territory, from a wild 
state, and subject them to an exclusive jurisdiction~ During the prescribed 
perio(\, in this particular, every thing was left at large as before ; and here 
lies, in my opinion, the chief, if not the only important incident of the 
:refusal to renew the article. It will become necessary nov to have some 
distinct understanding as to the nature and range of the act of colonizing, 
which shall permanently vest the dominion in either nation. Without this, 
.<>ur commerce in that interesting quarter must be impeded and. narrowed, 
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and probably s~on entirely destroyed, by the absurd pretensions of the Rus· 
sian Fur Company. 
The stipulated freedom to trade unmolested within the interior seas, bays, 
creeks, and harbors of the northwest coast, being regarded, under our con-
struction of the treaty, as solely applicable to occupied places, and having 
ceased upon the expiration of the ten years, it becomes essential to the 
safe prosecution of American enterprise and traffic in these rremote re-
gions, that we should ascertain, if possible, which of the interior seas, bays, 
creeks, and harbors fall, by actual Russian settlement, under exclusive 
Russian dominion. Although the facts be extremely difficult to reach, 
and a powerful monopoly be interested and at work to misrepresent them, 
still something may be effected by furnishing to our citizens a rule by 
which to test the character and extent of any occupation whose existence 
is alleged as an impediment to an intended voyage. And if we cannot 
spare one or two of our vessels of war to make a thorough examination of 
that coast, as well as to assert, in defiance of petty obstacles, the national 
right to trade freely upon unoccupied points, we must be content, however 
reluctantly, to take just such statements for information as it may please 
the Fur Company's officers an~ agents to give. Supposing, then, what I 
do not expect, that the Imperial Government will abandon. the ground it 
has taken in the case of Captain Blinn, and admit that we still possess the 
liberty of holding commerce with the natives north of the line of delimita-
tion, I shall be anxious to have your instructions as to the suggested ex· 
pe<..liency of calling frankly for an enumeration of the points on the coast 
at which Russian settlements are alleged to exist, and of inviting the ad 
justment of some definite rule by which the reality of a settlement, an a 
the extent of its adjacent operation, may at any time be peaceably detr~r· 
mined. If, however, the position taken in reference to Captain Blinn's cla-'ml 
be adhered to, these inferior inquiries cannot be made; for that position,, as 
will be remembered, excludes our commerce, except by Russian per.t::·nis· 
sion, from the whole coast beyond the degree of 54° 40' north. 
I should perhaps feel warranted in pursuing measures for this prupose 
without delay. The request for information as to the regulations to, be en-
forced in relation to American vessels, made in my last note to~ Count 
Nesselrode, may be esteemed a fair preliminary. But I am anxians to 
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have treated the claim to exclusive dominion, in the affair of the "LO-
riot," be approved or not; and whether the right by the laws of nations 
to trade with the natives on unoccupied parts of the coast be esteemed 
so certain and so important, that it will be insisted on, even at the 
hazard of interrupting the amicable relations of the two countries. I wish 
to shape my progress so as to harmonize in every movement, as nearly as 
possible, with whichever alternative, inflexibility or concession, the Presi-
dent may esteem the highest and truest policy. 
'If * ... * * * * * ... 
... .. I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G~ M. DALLAS. 
Hon. JoHN FoRSYTH, 
Secretary of State. 
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Count Nesselrode ro Mr. Dallas. 
ST. PETERSBOURG, le 9 Mars, 1838. 
Le soussigne a en l'honneur de recevoir la note que Monsieur Dallas, 
Envoye Extraordinaire des Etats-Unis d' Amerique, a bien voulu lui ad-
dresser en date dn 16 (28) Decembre, relativement a Ia proposition emise 
anterieurement par M. "\Vilkins, de renouveler l'art. 4, de la convention du 
5 (17) Avril, 1824, dont l'effet avait ete limite a un terme de 10 ans, et qui 
a du par consequent expirer en 1834. 
Le desir de ne decider qu'avec uue enteire connaissance de cause une 
question de cette importance ne per.nettait pas au Gou vernement Imperial 
de Re prononcer a cet egard avant d'avoir recueilli des renseignemens de-
tailles tant sur les besoins des etahlis5ernens Rnsses en Amerique que sur 
}'influence que l'etat des choses con~acre par l'art. 4, y avait exercee. En 
exposant cette consideration a .M. Wilkins, le soussigne se re:serva dans sa 
note dtl 28 Novembre, 1835, de faire conaitre en son terns a la Legation 
-des Etats-Unis les determinations qui seraicnt adoptees a ce sujet par le 
Gouvernement Russe. 
Les renseignemens qui etaient attendus alors lui sont parvenus depuis. · 
11 en resulte que !'execution des dispositions temporaires contenues dans 
l'art. 4, n'a pas ete exempte de graves inconveniens, et qu'elle a meme ete 
d'un prejudice reel pour la prosperite des etablissemens Russes sur Ja cote 
nord-ouest. La plupart des navires etrangers qui abordaient a cette cote, 
-en vertn des dites stipulations, ne se sont prevalus de la faculte de faire le 
commerce avec les indigenes, que pour leur vendre des liqueurs spiritueu-
sttes, des armes a fe~, et de Ia poudre a canon. D'apres Ia teneur de l'art. 5 
da,\} la convention, ces objets se trouvent nommement exclus du com-
m~ ~rce, mCJi:s !'experience a prouve que cette exclusion, ainsi que Ies mesures 
l~~islatives par lesquelles le Gouvernement des Etats-Unis avait cherche a 
en . assurer l'effet, etaient demenrees illusoires : puisque par le meme 
articlr]e les parties contractantes s'etaient privees de tout moyen de controle 
a l'eg< ard des batimens qui visiteraient ces parages, de sorte que des cargai-
sons emtieres de rhum, d'armes a feu et de munitions out pu etre apportees 
sans er traves dans les possessions Russes, et vend•1es aux indigenes, ce qui 
a n' .-essairement dii com~romettre les elemens d'ordre et de civilisation 
qu les agens de la Compagnie Russe-Americaine ont deja reussi a intro-
Ire p~rmi ces peuplades. 
11 est a observer d'ailleurs, que les articles qui font l'objet de ce commerce 
frauduleux, etaient les seuls dotlt le debit put y offrir, des benefices, puisque 
1a Compagnie Russe-Americaine les ayant une fois pour toutes exclus de 
son propre trafic avec les indigenes, ceux-ci ne pouvaient se les procurer 
qu'a bord des navires etrangers. 
Cet etat de chases ne pouvant que donner lieu a des plaintes eta des 
reclamations dont le Gouvernement Imperial doit a voir a-creur de preserver 
a jamais ses relations avec le Gotnernement des Etats-Unis, serait a lui 
.seul deja un motif suffisant pour lui faire desirer que les stipulations de. 
l'art. 4, ne fussent pas renouvele3s. .Mais une autre consideration non 
lnoins decisive se presente ici: cest !'obligation ou se trouve le Gouverne-
ment Imperial de proteger le commerce et la navigation des colonies Russes 
et de leur assurer desormais la jouissance paisible des advantages qu'a la 
faveur de. leurs privileges, elles sont appelee~ a. r~cueillir de l'exploitation 
~e la peche, ainsi que du commerce avec le~ md1genes. 
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Il ne fallait pas moins de ces considerations reunies pour mettre le 
Gouvernement Imperittl dans l'impossibi1ite d'adherer a la proposition qui 
lui a ete faite de renouveler Jes stipulations de l'art. 4. Ce qui diminue 
au reste les regrets qu'il en eprouve, c'est la conviction que le commerce 
des Etats-Unis ne retirerait lui-meme aucun avanta~e notable du maintien 
ulterieur de ces stipulations, puisq~1'il resulte du releve de la navigation 
dans ces parages, que meme pendant le terns ou l'art. 4, etait encore en 
vigueur, il n'y est jamais arri-.e au de la de 4 navires Americains dans le 
cours d'une annee entiere, et que ce nombre meme, qui ne saurait quere 
entrer en comparaison avec l'etat florissant de la marine marchande de 
l'Union, allait en diminuant, de meme que les entreprises sur la cote nord-
ouest offraient moins de chances de succes. 
Il parait evident d'apies cela que la remise en vigueur de l'art. 4, ne 
saurait guere contribuer a etendre d'une maniere reciproquement utile les 
relations commerciales entre la Russie et les Etats-Unis d'.Amerique, ni par 
consequent repondre ala constante sollicitude du Gouvernement Imperial 
a cimenter de plus en plus et dans un mutuel interet les ~apports d'amitie 
qu'il se felicitera toujours de cultiver avec le Gouvernement de l'Union. 
Le SOtlssigne a l'honneur de reiterer a Monsieur l'Envoye des Etats· 
Unis !'assurance de sa consideration tres distinguee. 
NESSELRODE~ 
(TRANSLATION.) 
ST. PETERSBURG, March 9, 1838. 
The undersigned has had the honor to receive the note that Mr. Dallas, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Unit€d States of 
America, was pleased to address him on the 16th (28th) of December, rela-
tiTe to the proposition previously broqght forward by Mr. Wiikins, to renew 
the fourth article of the convention of April 5, (17,) 1824, of which the 
effect had been limited to a term of ten years, and which had, consequently, 
expired in 1834. 
The desire not to decide a question of this importance without a thor-
' ongh knowledge of the subject, did not permit the Imperial Government to 
give an opinion in relation to it until detailed information had been col-
lected, as ~vell in regard to the wants of the Russian establishments in 
America as to the influence that the state of things secured by the fourth 
article had exercised there. In setting forth this consideration to Mr. 
Wilkins, the undersigned intimated, in his note of the 28th of November, 
1835, that he would give timely notice to the legation of the United States, 
of the determinations adopted on this subject by the Russian Government. 
The information then expected has since reached the undersigned, and 
it appears that the execution of the temporary provisions contained in the 
fourth article had not been unattended with serious inconveniences, and 
that it has been really injurious to the prosperity of the Russian establish-
ments on the northwest coast. r.rhe greater part of the foreign vessels 
which resort to this coast, in virtue of the said stipulations, have only made 
use of the right of trading with the natives, in order to seU them spirituous 
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liquors, fire-arms, and gunpowder. According to the tenor of the fifth 
article, these articles were expressly excluded from die trade ; but experi~ 
ence has proven that this exclusion, and also the legislative measures by 
which the Government of the United States sought to carry it into effect, 
were illusory; since, by the same article, the contracting parties had de-
prived themselves of all means of controlling the vessels which should 
visit these latitudes, so that entire cargoes of rum, of fire- arms, and amuni-
tion, have been carri~d, without hindrance, into the Russian possessions, 
and sold to the tlatives, thus necessarily endangering the germs of order 
and civilization which the agents of the Russian American Company 
have already succeeded in introducing among these tribes. 
It is, moreover, to be observed, that the articles comprised in this fraudu-
lent trade, were expressly those of which the sale there offered most advan-
tages, because the Russian American Company having once for all exclud-
ed them from its own traffic with the natives, the latter could only procure 
them on board foreign vessels. 
This state of things could not fail to occasion complaints and remon-
strances, which, the Imperial Government being ever anxious for the pres-
ervation of its relations with the United States, would alone, from that 
time, be an adequate motive to induce it to desire that the stipulations of 
the fourth article should not be renewed. But another consideration, not 
less decisive, here presents itself: this is the ebligation under which the 
Imperial Government is placed to protect the commerce and navigation of 
the Russian colonies, and to secure to them, henceforth, the peaceable en-
joyment of the advantages which, by virtue of their privileges, they are 
destined to gather from the improvement (exploitation) of the fisheries as 
well as from the trade with the natives. 
rrhese considerations, taken together, render it impossible for the Impe-
rial Government to accede to the proposition which has been made to it to 
renew the stipulations of the fourth article. The regret experienced by it 
on the occasion is, however, diminished by the conviction that the United 
States would not themselves derive any especial advantage from tlie longer 
continuance of these stipulations; since, according to a statement of the 
navigation in the~e places, even whilst the fourth article was yet in force, 
there were never more than four American vessels arrived in the course of 
a whole year, and that even this number, hardly to bP- taken into account 
in the flourishing state of the mercantile marine of the Union, was dimin-
ishing in proportion as enterprises on the northwest coast offered fewer 
chances of success. It appears evident from this, that the renewal of the 
fourth article could hardly contribute to extend, in a reciprocally useful 
manner, the commercial relations between Russ:;ia and the United States of 
America; or, by consequence, answer the constant solicitude of the Impe-
rial Government, to cement more and more, and in a mutual interest, the 
friendly intelligence which it is always happy to cultivate with the Gov-
ernment of the Union. 
The undersigned has the honor to repeat to the Envoy of the United 
Stutes, the assurance of his very distinguished considP-ration. 
NESSELRODE. 
~ ----- -- &~ -
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IJrfr. Dallas to Count Nesselrode. 
ST. PETERSBURG, JI!Iarch 14, (26,) 1838. 
[n acknowledging the honor of having received the note addressed to 
him by his excellency Count Nesselrode, Vice Chancellor of the empire, 
dated the 9th of March, 1838, the undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of America, cannot refrain 
from expressing a regret that the proposal to revive the expired article of 
the convention of April, 1824, should have failed to recommend itself to 
the adoption of his Imperial Majesty's Government. • 
Esteeming, however, the conclusion attained by the Imperial Ministry 
upon this interesting and important subject as a result of fnll inquiry and 
of mature reflection, he sincerely hopes that its wisdom may be illustrated 
in the augmented prosperity of the Russian establishments on the north-. 
west coast of America. 
The cabinet at Washington, with a view to such corrpsponding regula-
tions as may be thought useful to preserve uninterrupted the happy rela-
tions subsisting between the two countries, will now feel fresh anxiety to 
know the measures adopted, or proposed to be adopted, by his Imperial 
Majesty, with regard to the admission of American vessels into the harbors, 
bays, and rivers of the Russian settlements on that coast; and the under-
signed, therefore, deems it to be his duty most respectfully and earnestly to 
renew to his excellency Count Nesselrode, the request heretofore made for 
such information. In the hope that he may be early enabled to communi-
cate it to his Government, he begs his 6Xcellency to accept the assurances 
of his highest consideration. 
G. M. DALLAS. 
JJfr. Dallas to Mr. F'orsyth. 
lEX'l'RACT.] 
LEGATION OF THE UNI'l'ED STATES OF AMERICA, 
St. Petersburg, May 13, 1838. 
SIR: On the 9th instant, the commttnicatioa of which I annex a copy, 
was received from Count Nesselrode, in reply to my request, under date of 
the 26th of March last, to be furnished with information as to the measures 
adopted, or proposed to be adopted, by this Government respecting the ad~ 
mission of American vessels into the Russian establishments on the north-
west coast. 
It will be perceived that the substance of Connt Nesselrode's note is dis-
tinct and definitive : and that the single and simple mensnre adopted in 
relation to our vessels, is their absolute exclusion from what are deemed 
the Russian possessions. 'rhe published order of Governor Wrangel, to 
which Baron Krudener, in 1835, called your attention, is confirmed unquali-
fiedly in principle and practice ; and the cabinet at V'-l ashington is invited 
to repeat the warning heretofore given by it to the citizens of the United 
States not to contravene that prohibitory notice, so hat they may avoid 
exposing themselves to the consequences of misunderstanding or collision. 
{1] 
Although my request for information was expressly limited to Russian 
€Stablishments, and Count Nesselrode's reply to it may not strictly be ex-
tended beyond that limit, I cannot help thinking that the prefatory and 
peculiar r~ference he has made to the expiration of the fourth article of the 
convention is meant as a reiteratio:a of the position assumed in the case of 
the " Loriot," Captain Blinn, to wit: that since April, 1831, our right to 
frequent the interior seas, gnlfs, harbors, and creeks north of 54° 401 north 
latitude, whether actually occupied or not, has ceased. The consistent bre-
vity, indeed, with which the effect of the ten years limitation is uniformly in-
voked, satisfies me that it is esteemed a "point d'appui," in relation to our 
rights and pretensions on the northwest coast, too conclusive to be omitted 
or argued. 1\Iy letter, in answer to the first assumption of that position, 
dated the 17th of March, 1838, and forwarded to you with despatch No. 
15, has not been noticed. 
The Emperor will leave this capital, on his way to Berlin, in the course 
of a week. The Empress ha~ already gone. Count Nesselrode follows 
them in about a month. They may remain absent until next October or 
November. In the mean time, I shall confidently and anxiously expect 
such replies from you to my last despatches, a~ will warrant me in making 
known to the Russian ministry the settled views and purposes of the Amer- -
< n cabinet, as regards the Northern Pacific trade. * * 
* * * * * * • * 
Very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
G. M. DALLAS. 
To the Hon. JoHN FoRSYTH, 
Secretary of State. 
Count Nesselrode to Mr. Dr1llas. 
ST. PETERSBOURG, le 27 Avril, 1838. 
Monsieur Dallas, Envoye Extraordinaire et Ministre Pl€mipotentaire 
des Etats-Unis d'Amerique, a bien voulu, par sa note du 14 (26) Mars, 
exprimer le desir de connaitre les mesures qui auront ete adoptees, a Ia 
suite de !'expiration de Particle 4 de la convention de 1824; a l'egard de 
!'admission des navires Americains dans les havres, baies, et rivieres des 
etablissemens Russes sur la cote nord-ouest. Cette demande est motivOO. 
sur 1'intention du cabinet de Washington d'adopter de son cote des regie-
mens analogues a cet etat de choses, et propres tout a la fois a garantir de . 
toute atteinte les relations si heureusement existantes entre les deux Etats. 
S'empressant de repondre a une ouvertnre qui est accompagnee d'nne 
assurance aussi satisfaisante pour le Gouvernement Imperial, le soussigne 
se fait un devoir d'observer a Monsieur Dallas, que, comme !'article 4 de 
la convention dn 5 (17) Avril, 1824, n'a accorde que pour une espace de 
dix ans aux vaisseaux des deux puissances, ou qui appartiendraient a leurs 
citoyens ou snjets respectifs, le droit de frequenter reciproquement, sans 
entrave quelcongue, les mers interieures, les golfes, havres, et criques sur 
la cotes mentionnee a !'article 3, de la meme convention, afin d'y faire la 
peche et la commerce avec les naturels du pays, et comme ce terme de dix 
aus expire depuis le mois d' Avril, 1834, les autorites des etablissemens Rus -
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ses sur la dite cote sont appelees a veiller a ce que les batimens Americains 
ne puissent plus freqnentAr les mers interieures, golfes, havres, et criques,. 
situees au nord du 54° 40' de latitude septentrionale, tout comme il est 
interdit aux batimens Russes de visiter les parages de meme nature au 
sud de la parallele de 30° 40', et que, pour maintenir cette defense, il est 
du devoir des dites autorites d'adopter les mesures necessaires, dans !'inte-
ret du maintien des relations de bonne harmonie entre les deux Gouverne-
mens. 
Le Gouverneur des colonies Russes sur la cote nord ouest ayant fait 
dans le terns une publication a ce sujet, laquelle a ete portee a la connais-
~ance du Gouvernement des Etats-Unis, et le Ministre de l'Empereur a. 
Washington ayant des lors invite ce Gouvernement a ne point laisser ig-
norer nux citoyens de l'Union le nouvel ordre de choses que devait amener 
!'expiration de !'article 4 le soussigne aime a croire que, donnant suite a la 
resolution qu'il annonce d'adopter de son cote des reglemens analo~ues, le 
cabinet de Washington jugera necessaire dans sa sagesse d'avertir iterative-
ment les citoyens des Etats-Unis de ne point contrevenir a la defense dont 
il s'agit, afin de ne pas s'exposer aux consequences d'un malentendn 011 
d'une collision, que le Gouvernement Imperial serait le premier a deplorer. 
De son cote le Gouvernement Imperial ne cesse de recommander a ses 
autorites sur la cote nord-ouest, les precautions necessaires, afin que tout 
en maintenant les droits qui resultent pour la Russie de !'expiration de 
l'article 4. Mais ne perdant point de vue les egards dus aux liens d'amitie 
qui unissent les deux Gouvernemens, et que le cabinet Imperial aura. 
toujours a cceur de preserver de plus en plus et de cimenter dans }'interet 
mutuel des sujets et citoyens respectifs. 
Le soussigne saisit cette occasion de renouveller a Monsieur Dallas,. 
!'assurance de sa consideration tres distinguee. 
NESSELRODE. 
(TRANSLATION.] 
ST. PETERSBURG, April 27, 1838. 
Mr. Dallas, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America, has been pleased in his note of the 14th (26th) 
of March, to express a desire to know what measures have been adopted 
in consequence of the expiration of the 4th article of the convention of 
1824, respecting the admission of American vessels into the harbors, bays, 
and rivers of the Russian establishments on the northwest coast. This re-
quest is made on account of the intention on the part of the cabinet at 
Washington, to adopt similar regulations, and such as may tend to pre-
vent a~y injury to the relations now so fortunately existing betwen the two 
countries. 
The undersigned, hastening to reply to an overture, accompanied by an· 
assurance so Siitisfactory for the Imperial Government, makes it his duty 
to observe to Mr. Dallas, that, as the 4th article of the convention of the 
5th (17th) of April, 1824, has only granted for ten. years to the vesse]s of 
the two powers, or those belonging to their citizens or subjects, respectively, 
the right of frequenting- reciprocally, the interior seas, gulfs, harbors, and 
creeks on the coast mentioned in the 3d article of the same convention, for 
the purpose of fishing and trading with the natives of the country; and: 
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as this term of ten years expired in the month of Apri1, 1834, the authori-
ties of the Russian establishments on the sa!d coast, are required to see that 
American vessels no longer frequent the interior seas, gulfs, harbors, and 
creeks, situated north of the latitude of 54 degrees 40 minutes north, as 
Russian vessels are, in like manner, forbidden to visit places of the same 
sort south of that parallel ; and to maintain this prohibition, it is the duty of 
the said authorities t0 adopt the necessary measures with the view of 
keeping up relations of harmony between the two Governments. 
The Governor of the Russian colonies on the northwest coast, having 
made upon this subject a publication which has been submitted to the 
lfuowledge of the Government of the United States, and the Emperor's 
Minister at Washington having immedia.tely afterwards invited that Gov-
ernment to make known to the citizens of the United States the new order 
of things consequent upon the expiration of the 4th article, the under-
signed flatters himself with the belief that the cabinet at \V ashington, in 
executing its announced resolution to adopt on its part, similar measures, 
will think proper likewise to repeat its waring to the citizens of the United 
States, not to contravene the prohibition in question, and thns to avoid ex-
posing themselves to the consequences of a misunderstanding or collision, 
which the Imperial Government would be the first to deplore. 
On its part, the Imperial Government will not cease to recommend to its 
authorities on the northwest coast, the necessary precautions, so that, while 
maintaining the rights acquired by Russia at the expiration of the 4th ar-
ticle, they should not lose sight of the respect due to the bonds of amity 
which unite the two Governments, and which the Imperial Cabinet will 
always desire to strengthen and render more close for the mutual in-
terests of their respective citizens and subjects. 
The undersigned seizes this opportunity to renew to Mr. Dallas the as-
.surances of his high consideration. 
NESSELRODE. 
TEXAS. 
Convention between the United States of America and the Republic of 
Texas for .. marking the boundary between t!tem. 
Whereas the treaty of limits made and concluded on the twelfth day of 
January, in the year of our Lord one tliousand eight hundred and twenty-
eight, between the United States of America on the one part and the United 
Mexican. States on the other, is binding upon the Republic of Texas, the 
same having been entered into at a time when Texas formed a part of the 
said United Mexican States: 
And whereas it is deemed proper and expedient, in order to prevent future 
disputes and collisions between the United States and Texas in regard to 
the boundary between the two countries as designated by the said treaty, 
that a portion of the same should be run and marked without unnecessary 
delay: 
The President of the United States has appointed John Forsyth their 
plenipotentiary, and the President of the Republic of Texas has appointed 
Memucan Hunt its plenipotentiary : 
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And the Said plenipotentiaries liaving exchanged their full powers, have 
agreed. upon and concluded the following articles: 
:ART. 1. Each of the contracting parties shall appoint a commissioner 
and surveyor, who shall meet before the termination of twelve months from 
the exchange of the ratifications of this convention, at New Orleans, and 
proceed to run and mark that portion of the sa1d boundary which extends 
from the month of the Sabine, where that river enters the Gulf of Mexico, 
to the Red river. They shall make out plans and keep journals of their 
proceedings, and the result agreed upon by them shall be considered as 
pal't of this convention, and shall have the same force as if it were inserted 
therein. The two Governments will amicably agree respecting the neces-
sary articles to be furnished to those persons, and also as to their respective 
escorts, should such be deemed necessary. 
ART. 2. And it is agreed that until this line shall be marked out, as i£ 
provided for in the foregoing article, each of the contracting parties shall 
continue to exercise jurisdiction in all ter itory over which its jurisdiction 
has hitherto been exercised, and that the remaining portion of the said 
boundary line shall be run and marked at such time liereafter as may suit 
the conv~nience of both the contracting parties, until which time each of 
the said parties shall exercise, without the interference of the other: within 
the territory of which the boundary shall not have been so marked and 
run, jurisdiction to the same extent to which it has been heretofore usually 
. exercised. 
ART. 3. The present convention shall be ratified, and the ratifications 
shall be exchanged at Washington, within the term of six months from the 
date hereof, or sooner if possible. 
In witness whereof, we, the respeotive plenipotentiaries, have ·signed the 
same, and have hereunto affixed our respective seals. Done at Washing-
ton, this twenty-fifth day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-eight, in the sixty seaond year of the independence 









Wa$ltington, October 12, 1838. 
SIR: Since the date of Mr. Forsyth7s correspondence with General Hunt, 
on the subject of the proposition to annex Texas to the United States, 
altheugh that proposition was then considered by this Government as 
finally disposed of, Texas has, nevertheless, continued to be generally re-
garded by the people of both countries as in the attitude of an applicant for 
admission into this Union. 
ln order to prevent future misunderstanding upon this subject, and be-
lieving that an explicit avowal of its present policy in reference to this 
measure would conduce mntually to the interest of both countries, the 
Government of Texas has directed the undersigned respectfully, but un-
eonditionally, to' withdraw the proposition above mentioned. 
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The undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Texas, 
therefore, in accordance with his instructions, has the honor to announce. 
to the Secretary of State of the United States, the formal and absolute 
withdrawal of the proposition for the annexation of Texas to the United 
States. 
The undersigned embraces this occasion to tender to Mr. Vail renewed 
assurances of his distinguished consider!tion. 
A. VAIL, Esq., 
ANSON JONES. 
Acting Secretary of State. 
Mr. Vail to Mr. Jones. 
DEPAR'.rMENT OF STATE, 
·washington, October 13, 1838. 
The undersigned, acting Secretary of State of the United States, has the 
honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note addressed to him yesterday, 
by Mr. Anson Jones, Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Texas, 
announcing, under instructions from the Texan Goyernment, the formal 
and absolute withdrawal of its proposition for the annexation of Texas to 
the United States, and to state that Mr. Jones's note has been laid before 
the President. 
The undersi~ned takes this opportunity to offer to Mr. Jones the as-
surance of his distinguished consideration. 
A. VAIL. 
ANSON JoNEs, Esq., 
Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Texas. 
GREECE. 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMElUCA. 
A PROCLAMATION; 
WHEREAs a treaty of commerce and navigation between the United 
States of America and his Majesty the King of Greece, was concluded 
and signed at London, on the tenth (twenty-second) day of December, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred nnd thirty-seven; which 
treaty is word for word as follows : 
Treaty of commerce and ntlvigation 
between the United States of 
America and his Majesty the 
King of Greece. 
Traite de commerce et de naviga-
tion entre les Etats- Unis d' Amer-
ique at sa Majeste le Roi de la 
Grece. 
The United States of America and Les Etats-Unis d'Amerique et sa 
his Majesty the I\ing of Greece, Majeste le Roi de la Grece, egalement 
equally animated with the sineere animes du desir sincere de maintenir 
.- . 
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desire of maintaining the relations 
of good understanding which have 
hitherto so happily subsisted between 
their respective States; of extending 
also, and consolidating the commer-
cial intercourse between them ; and 
convinced that this object cannot 
better be accompli">hed that by adopt-
ing the system of an entire freedom 
of navigation, and a perfect recipro-
city, based upon principles of equity, 
equally beneficial to both countries; 
have, in consequence, agreed to 
enter into negotiations for the con-
clusion of a treaty of commerce and 
navigation, and for that purpose 
have appointed Plenipotentiaries : 
The President of the United States 
of America, Andrew Stevenson, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the United States, 
near the court of her Britannic 
Majesty, and his Majesty the King 
of Greece, Spiridion Tricoupi, Coun-
sellor of State on special service, his 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary, near the same court, 
Grand Commander of the Royal 
Order of the Saviour, Grand Cross 
of the American order of Isabella, 
the catholic, who, after having ex-
changed their full powers, found in 
good and due form, have agreed up-
on the following articles: 
ARTICLE I. 
The citizens and subjects of each 
of the two high contracting parties, 
may, with all security for their per-
sons, vessels, and cargoes, freely en-
ter the ports, places, and rivers of the 
territories of the other, wherever for-
eign commerce ii permitted. They 
shall be at liberty to sojourn and re-
side in all parts whatsoever of said 
territories; to rent and occupy houses 
and warehouses for their commerce ; 
and they ~hall enjoy, generally, the 
most entire security and protection 
in their mercantile transactions, on 
tondition of their submitting to the 
les rapports de bonne in~elligence qui 
ont si heureusement subsiste jusqu'-
ici, entre leurs etats respec•ifs, et d'en 
etendre et consolidcr les relations 
commerciales, et convaincus que cet 
objet ne sauraitl etre mieux rempli 
qu'en adoptant le systeme d'une en-
tiere liberte de navigation et d'une 
parfaite reciprocite, basee, sur des 
principes d'equite egalement avanta-
geux aux deux pays; sont en con-
sequence convenus d'entrer en nego-
ciation pour conclurc un traite de 
commerce et de navigation, et ont 
• nomme a cet effet des plimipotenti-
aires; le President des Etats-Unis 
d'Amerique, Andrew Stevenson, 
Envoye Extraordinaire et Ministre 
Plimipotentiaire des Etats Unis pres 
la cour de sa Majeste Britannique ; 
et sa .1\iajeste le Roi de la Grece le 
Sieur Spiridion Tricoupi, son Con-
seiHer d'Etat en service Extraordi-
naire, son Envoye Extraordinaire et 
Ministre Pl enipotentiaire, pres la 
meme Cour, Grand Commandeur 
de l'Ordre Royal du Sauveur, grand 
Croix de l'ordre Americain d' Isabelle 
la catholique, les quels apres avoir 
echange leurs pleins pouvoirs, trou-
ves en bonne et due forme, on arrete 
les articles suivants: 
ARTICLE I. 
Les citoyens et sujets de chacune 
des deux hautes parties contractan. 
tes, pourront avec toute surete pour 
leurs personnes, vaisseaux et cargai-
sons, aborder librement dans les 
ports, places, et rivieres, des terri-
toires de l'autre, partout on le com-
merce etranger est permis, ils pour-
rout s'y arreter resider dans quelque 
partie que ce soit, des dits territoires; 
y louer et occuper des maisons et des 
magazins pour leurs commerce, et 
joniront generalement de la plus en-
tiere securite et protection pour les 
aflaires de leur negoce, a charge de 
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laws and ordinances of the respective se soumettre aux lois et ordonnanees 
countries. de:s pays respectifs. 
ARTICLE II. 
Greek vessels, arriving either laden 
or in ballast, into the ports of the 
United States ef America, from what-
ever place they may come, shall be 
treated, on their entrance, during 
their stay, and at their departure, 
upon the same footing as nation-
al vessels coming from the same 
place, with respect to the duties of 
tonnage, light-houses, pilotage, and 
port charges, as well as to the per-
quisites of public officers, and all 
other duties or charges, of whatever 
kind or denomination, levied in the 
name or to the profit of the Govern-
ment, the local authorities, or any 
private establishment whatsoever; 
and, reciprocally, the vessels of the 
United States of America arriving 
either laden, or in ballast, into the 
ports of the Kingdom of Greece, 
from whatever place they may come, 
shall be treated, on their entrance, 
during their stay, and at their depar-
ture, upon the same footing as na-
tional vessels coming from the same 
place, with respect to the duties of 
tonnage, light-houses, pilotage, and 
port charges, as well as to the per-
quisites of public officers, and all 
other duties or charges, of whatever 
kind or denomination, levied in the 
name, or to the profit of the Govern-
ment, the local authorities, or of any 
private establishments whatsoever. 
ARTICLE III. 
All that may be lawfully imported 
into the Kingdom of Greece, in 
Greek vessels, may also be therein 
imported in vessels of the United 
States of America. fmm whatev~r 
place they may come, without pay-
ing other or higher duties or charges, 
of whatever kind or denomination, 
levied in the name, or to the profit of 
ARTICLE 11. 
Les batimens G.r:ecs qui arriv.eront 
sur leur lest, ou charges dans les 
ports .des Etats-Unis d'Ameriqne, de 
quelque lien qu'ils viennent, seront 
tro.i~es a leUI: entree, pendant leur: 
sejour, et a leur sortie, sur le meme 
pied que les batimens nationaux 
venant de meme lieu, par rapport 
aux droits de tm1nage, de fanaux, de 
pilotage et de port, ainsi qu'aux va-
cations des officiers publics, at a tout 
autre droit on charge, de que que 
espece ou denomination que ce soit, 
per~us au nom ou au profit du Gou-
vernement, des administrations lo-
cales, on d'etablissements particuliers 
quelconques. 
Et reciproquement les batimens 
des Etats Unis d'Amerique qui arri .. . 
veront sur leur lest ou charges dans 
les ports du Royaume de la Grece, 
de quelque lieu qu'ils viennent, 
seront traites a leur entree, pendant 
leur sejour, et a leur sortie, sur le 
rneme pied que les batimens nation-
aux venant du meme lieu, par rap-
port aux droits de tonnage, de fanaux, 
de pilotage, et de port; ninsi qu'aux 
vacations des otficiers publics, at a 
tout autre droit ou charge de quelque 
espece ou denomination que ce soit, 
per~us au nom, ou au profit du Gou-
vernement, des administrations 
locales, ou d'etabli~s2men~ particu-
liers quelconques. 
ARTICLE lflo 
Tout ce qui pourra legalement 
etre importe dans 1 Etuts- Unis 
d'Am~rique, par batimens des dits 
Etatspourra egalement y etre im. 
porte par batimens Grecs, de quelque 
lieu qn'ils viennent, sans payer 
d'autres ou plus hauts droits 9U 
charges de quelque espec0 ou de-
nomination_ que ce soit, t-· r~us au · 
the Government, the local authori-
ties, or of any private establishments 
whatsoever, than if imported in na-
tional vessels. 
And reciprocally, all that may be 
lawfully imported into the United 
States of America, in vessels of the 
said States, may also be thereinto 
imported in Greek vessels, from 
whatever place they may come, with-
out paying other or higher duties or 
charges, of whatever kind or denomi-
nation, levied in the name, or to the 
profit of the Government, the local 
authorities, or of any private estab-
lishments whatsoever, than if im-
ported in national vessels. 
ARTICLE IV. 
All that may be lawfully exported 
from the Kingdom of Greece, in 
Greek vessels, may also be exported 
therefrom in vessels of the United 
States of America) without paying 
other or higher duties or charges of 
whatever kind or denomination, 
levied in the name or to the profit of 
the Government, the 1 cal authori-
ties, or of any private establishments 
whatsoever, than if exported in na-
tional vessels. 
And reciprocally, all that may be 
lawfully exported from the United 
States of America, in vessels of the 
said States, may also be exported 
therefrom in Greek vessels, without 
paying other or higher dnties or 
charges of whatever kind or denomi-
nation, levied in the name, or in the 
profit of the Government, the local 
authorities, or of any private estab-
lishments whatsoever, than if ex-
ported in national vessels. 
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nom, ou au profit du Gouvernement, 
des administrations locales, ou d'etab-
lissemens particuliers quelconques, 
que si !'importation avait lieu en ba-
timeus nationaux. 
Et reciproquement tout ce qui 
pourra legalement etre importe dans 
le Royaume de la Gn~ce par batimens 
Grecs: pourra legalement y etre im· 
porte par batimens des Etats Unis 
d' Amerique de quelque lieu qu'ils 
viennent, sans payer d'autres ou plus 
hauts droits ou charges, de quelque 
espece on denomination que ce soit, 
per~us au nom ou au profit du Gouv-
ernement, des administrations loca-
les, ou d'etablissemens particuliers 
quelconques, que si !'importation 
avait lieu en batimens nationaux. 
ARTICLE IV. 
Tout ce qui pourra legalement 
etre exporte des Etats Unis d' Amer-
ique par batimen:s des dits Etats, 
pourra egalement en etre exporte par 
batimens Grecs sans payer d'autres 
on plus haut droits ou charge de 
quelque espece ou denomination que 
ce soit, per~us au nom ou au profit 
du Gou veruement, des administra-
tions locales, on d'etablissemens par-
ticuliers quelconques, que si !'expor-
tation avait lieu en batimens na-
tionanx. 
Et reciproquement, tout ce qui 
pourra legalement etre exporte du 
Royaume de la Grece par batimens 
Grer:s, pourra egalement en etre ex-
porte par batimens des Etats- Unis 
d'Ameriqne, sans payer d'autres ou 
p1us hauts droits ou charges de 
qnelque espece ou dimomination que 
ce soit, per~us au nom on au profit 
dn Gouvernement; des administra-
tions locales, ou d'e~ablissemens par .. 
ticuliers, qnelconques, que si !'expor-
tation avait lieu en batimens na-
tionaux. 
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ARTICLE V. 
It is expressly understood, that the 
foregoing second, third, and fourth 
articles, -arc not applicable to the 
coastwise navigation from one port 
of the Kingdom of Greece, to another 
port of the said Kingdom, nor to the 
navigation from one port of the 
United States of Americr.., to another 
port of the said States; wh"eh navi-
gation each of the two }'igh con-
tracting parties reserves to itself. 
ARTICLE VI. 
Each of the two high contr:wting 
parties, engages not to grant in its 
purchases, or m those wilich might 
be made by companies or agents, act-
ing in its name, or under its au-
thority, any preference to importa-
tions made in its own vessels, or in 
those of a third power, over those 
made in the vessels of the other con-
tracting party. 
ARTICLE VII. 
The two high contracting parties 
engage not to impose upon the navi-
gation bet\veen their respective ter-
ritories in the vessels of either, any 
tonnage or other duties of any kind, 
or denomination, which shall be 
higher or other than those which 
shall be imposed on every other nav-
igation, except that which they have 
· reserved to themselves, respectively, 
by the fifth article of the present 
treaty. 
ARTICLE VIII. 
There shall not be established in 
the Kingdom of Greece, upon the 
products of the soil, or industry of 
the United States of Amenca, any 
prohibition, or restriction, of impor-
tation or exportation, nor any duties 
of any kind or denomination what-
soever, unless such prohibitions, re-
ARTICLE V. 
Ill est expres~ement enteudu que 
les articles precooens, deux, trois et 
quatre, ne sont point applicables a la. 
navigation de ¢ote, ou de cabotage 
d'un port des Etat-Unis d'Amerique 
a un autre port des dits Etats, ni a la 
navigation d'un port du Royaume 
de la Grece a un. autre port du 
mcme Royaume, navigation que 
chacune des deux hautes parties con-
tractantes se reserve. 
ARTICLE VI. 
Chacune des deux hautes parties 
GOntractantes s'engage a ne donner 
dans ses achats, ou dans ceux qui 
seraient faits par des compagnies ou 
des agens agissant en son nom, ou 
sous son autorite aucune preference 
aux importations faits par scs bati-
mens, ou par ceux d'une nation 
tierce, sur celle faites dans les bati-
mens de l'autre partie contractante. 
ARTICLE VII. 
Les deux hautes parties contrac-
tantes s'engagent a ne pas etablir sur 
la navigation entre leurs territoires 
respectrf~, par les batimens de l'une 
ou de !'autre des droits de tonnage 
ou autres de quelque espece ou de-
nomination que ce soit, plus hauts 
ou autres que ceux qui seront etablis 
sur toute autre navigation, excepte 
celle qu'elles se sont .respectivement 
reservee par l'article cinque du 
present traite 
ARTICLE VIII, 
Il ne pourra pas etre etabli dans 
les Etats~Unis d'Ameriqne, sur les 
productions du sol on de l'industrie 
de la Grece, aucune prohibition ou 
restriction d'importation on d'expor-
tation, ni aucuns droits de quelque 
espece ou dimomination que ce soit, 
qu'autant que ces prohibitions, ces 
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strictions, and duties shall likewise 
be established upon articles of a like 
nature, the growth of any other 
country. 
And, reciprocally, there shall not 
be established in the United States 
of America, on the products of th€ 
soil, or industry of the Kingdom of 
Greece, any prohibition, or restric-
tion, of importation or exportation, 
nor any duties of any kind or de-
nomination whatsoever, unless such 
prohibitions, restrictions, and duties, 
be likewise established upon articles 
of like nature, the growth of any 
other country. 
ARTICLE IX. 
All privileges of tram;it, and all 
bounties and drawbacks which may 
be allowed within the territories of 
one of the high contracting parties, 
upon the importation or exportation 
of any article whatsoever, shall like-
wise be allowed on the articles of 
like nature, the products of the soil, 
or industry of the other contracting 
party, and on the importations and 
exportations made in its vessels. 
ARTICLE X. 
,-rhe subjects or citizens of one of 
the high contracting parties, arriving 
with their vessels on the coasts be-
longing to the other, but not wishing to 
enter the port; or, after having en-
tered therein, not wishing to unload 
any part of their cargo, shall be at 
liberty to depart and continue their 
voyage without paying any other 
duties, imposts, or charges whatso-
ever, for the vessel and cargo, than 
those of pilotage, wharfage, and for 
the support of light-houses, when 
such duties shall be levied on nation-
al vessels in similar cases. It is un-
derstood, however, that they shall 
always conform to such regulations 
6 
restnctwns, et ces droits sentient 
egalement etablis sur les objets de 
meme nature provenant de toute 
autre contree. 
Et reciproquement, il ne ponrra 
pas etre etabli dans le Royaume de 
la Grece, sur les productions du sol 
ou de l'industrie des Etats-Unis 
d'Amerique aucune prohibition ou 
restriction d'importation ou d'ex. 
portation, ni a.ucuns droits de quelque 
espece on denomination que ce soit, 
qu'autant que ces prohibitions, ces 
restrictions, et ces droits seraient 
egalement etablis sur les objets de 
meme nature, provenant de toute 
autre contree. 
ARTICLE IX. 
Toute faculte d'entrepot et toute 
prime et remboursement de droits 
qui seraient uccordes dans les ter-
ritoires d'une des hantes parties 
contractantes, a !'importation ou 
a !'exportation de quelque objet que 
ce soit, seront egalement accordes 
aux objets de meme nature, produits 
du sol on de l'industrie de l'autre 
partie contractante, et aux impor-
tations et exportations faites dans 
ses batimens. 
ARTICLE X. 
Les citoyens ou sujets de l'une 
des hautes parties contractantes 
arrivant avec leur batimens a l'une 
des cotes appartenant a J'autre, mais 
ne voulant pas entrer dans le port, 
ou, apres y etre entres ne voulant 
decharge aucune partie de leur 
cargaison, auront la liberte de partir 
et de poursuivre leur voyage, sans 
payer d'autres droits, jmpots ou 
charges quelconques, pour · le bati4 
ment ou la cargaison que les droits 
de pilotage, <;le quayage, et d'entretien 
de fanaux quand ces droits sont 
per_sms sur les batimens nationaux 
dans les meme cas. Bien entendu, 
cependant qu'ils se conformeront 
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and ordinances concerning naviga-
tion, and the places and ports which 
they may enter, as are, or shall be, 
in force with regard to national ves-
sels, and that the custom-house ofii. 
cers shall be permitted to visit them, 
to remain on board, and to take all 
such precations as may be twcessary 
to prevent all unlawful commerce, 
as long us the vessels shall remain 
within the limits of their jurisdic-
tion. 
.ARTICLE XI. 
lt is further agreed, that the ves-
sels of one of the high contracting 
parties, having entered into the ports 
of the other, will be permitted to 
confine themselves to unloading such 
part only of their cargoes as the cap-
tain or owner may wish, and that 
they may freely depart with the re-
mainder, without paying any duties, 
imposts, or charges whatsoever, ex-
cept for that part which shall have 
been landed, and which shall be 
marked upon and erased from the 
manifest exhibiting the enumeration 
of the articles with which the vessel 
was laden; which manifest shall be 
presented entire at the custom house 
of the place where the vessel shall 
have entered. ~othing shall be paid 
on that part of the cargo which the 
vessel shall carry away, and with 
which it may continue its voyage to 
one or several other ports of the 
same country, there to dispose of the 
remainder of its cargo, it composed 
of articles whose importation is per-
mitted on paying the duties charge-
able upon it, or it may proceed to 
any other country. It is understood, 
however, that all duties, imposts, or 
charges whatsoever, which are or 
may become charQ"eable upon the 
-vessels themselves, ~must be paid at 
the first port where they shall break 
bulk, or unlade part of their cargoes; 
but that no duties, imposts, or charges 
toujour~ aux reglemens et ordon-
nances concernant la navigation et 
les places ou ports dans les qncls ils 
pourront aborder, qui sont, ou seront 
en viguenr pour les batimens na-
tionnux, et qu'il sera permis aux 
officieurs des douanes de les visiter, 
de rester a bord, et de prendre telles 
precautions qui pourraient etre 
necessaires pour prevenir toute 
commerce illicite, pendant que les 
batimens resteront dans !'enceinte 
de leur jurisdiction. 
ARTICLE XI • 
H est aussi convenu que Ies 
batimens de l'une des haute::; parties 
contractantes, etant entre dans les 
ports de l'autre pourront se borner 
a ne decharger qu'une partie de leur 
cargaison, selon que le capitaine ou 
proprietaire Ie desirera, et qu'ils 
pourront s'en aller librement avec 
le reste, sans payer de droits, 
impots on charges quelconqnes, que 
pour la partie qui anra ete mise a 
terre et qui sera marquee et biffee 
sur le manifeste, qui contiendra 
!'enumeration des effets dont le bati. 
ment etait charge lequel manifeste 
devra etre presente en entier a la 
douane du lieu, ou le batiment aura 
aborde. Il ne sera rien paye pour 
la partie de la cargaison que le bati-
ment remportera et avec laquelle il 
pourra continuer sa route pour un 
ou plusiers nutres ports du meme 
pays, et y disposer du reste de sa 
cargaison, si elle est composee 
d'objets dont !'importation est 
permise, en payant les droits qni y 
sont applicables, ou bien il pourra 
s'en aller dans tout autre pays. ll 
est cependant entendu qui les droits, 
impots ou charges quelconques, qui 
sont ou seront payables pour les 
batimens memes, doi vent etre ac-
quittes au premier port au ils rom-
peraient le chargement ou en 
dechargeraient une partie, mais 
qu'aucuns droits, impots, ou charges 
of the same description shall be de-
manded anew in the ports of the 
same country, which such vessels 
might afterwards wish to enter, un-
less national vessels be, in similar 
cases, subject to the same ulterior 
duties. 
ARTICLE XII. 
Each of the high contracting par-
ties grants to the other the privilege 
of appointing in its commercial ports 
and places, consuls, vice-consuls, and 
commercial agents, who shall enjoy 
the full protection and receive every 
assistance necessary for the due ex-
ercise of their functions ; but it is ex-
pressly declared that in case of ille-
gal or improper conduct with respect 
to the laws or government of the 
country in which said consuls, vice-
consuls, or commercial agents, shall 
reside, they may be prosecn ted and 
punished conformably to the laws, 
and deprived of the exercise of their 
functions by the offended Govern-
ment, which shall acquaint the other 
with its motives for having thus act-
ed; it being understood, however, 
that the archives and documents rel-
ative to the affairs of the consulate 
shall be exempt from all search, and 
shall be carefully preserved under 
the seals of the consuls, vice-consuls, 
or commercial agents, and of the 
authority of the ~lace where they 
mav reside. 
The consuls, vice-consu Is, or com-
mercial agents, or the persons duly 
authorized to supply their places, 
shall have the right as such, to sit as 
judges and arbitrators in such differ-
ences as may arise between the cap-
tains and crews of the vessels belong-
ing to the nation whose interests are 
committed to their charge, without 
the interference of the local authori-
ties, unless the conduct of the crews, 
or of the captain, should disturb the 
order or tranquillity of the country; 
or the said consuls, vice-consuls, or 
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pareils, ne seront demandes de 
nouveau, dans les ports du meme 
pays, on les dits batimens pourraient 
vouloir entrer, apres, a moins que 
les batimens nationaux ne soient 
sujets a quelques droits ulteireurs 
dans le meme cas. 
ARTICLE XII. 
Chacune des hautes parties con-
tractan tes, accorde a l'autre la fa-
culte d'entretenir dans ses ports et 
places de commerce, des consuls, 
vice-consuls, ou agens de com-
merce, qui jouiront de toute la pro-
tection, et re~evront toute !'assistance 
necessaire pour remplir duement 
leur fonctions ; mais il est ex-
pressement declare que dans le cas 
d'une conduite illegale ou impropre 
envers les lois ou le Gouvernement 
du pays dans lequelles dits consuls, 
vice·consuls, ou agens du com-
merce resicl.eraient, ils pourront etre 
poursui vis et pun is conformement 
aux lois, et pri ves de !'exercise de 
leurs fonctions, par le Gou vernement 
offense, qui fera connnitre a l'autre 
ses motifs pour avoir agi ainsi, bien 
entendu, cependant, que les archives 
et documens relatifs aux affaires du 
consulat seront, a l'abri de toutc 
recherche et devront etre soigneuse-
ment conserves sous le scelle des 
consuls, vice-consuls, ou agens 
commerciaux, et de l'autorite de 
l'endroit ou ils resideraient. 
Les consuls, vice-consuls, et 
agens commerciaux, ou ceux qui 
seraient duement autorises a Ies 
supleer, auront le droit comme tels 
de servir de juges et d'arbitres dans 
les differens qui pourraient s'elever 
entre les capitaines et les equipages 
des batimens de Ja nation dont ils 
soignent les interets, sans que les 
antorites locales puissent y entre-
venir, a moins que la conduite des 
equipages ou du capitaine ne 
troublat l'ordre ou Ia tranquilite du 
pays, on que les dits consuls, vice-
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commercial agents, should require 
their assistance to cause their deci-
sions to be carried into effect or sup-
ported. It is, however, understood 
that this species of judgment or arbi-
tration shall not deprive the contend-
ing parties of the right they have to 
resort, on their return, to the judicial 
authority of their conn try. 
ARTICLE XIII. 
The said consuls: vice-consuls, or 
commercial agents, are authorized 
to require the assistance of the local 
authorities for the arrest, detention, 
and imprisonment of the deserters 
from the ships of war and merchant 
vessels of their country, and for this 
purpose they shall apply to the com-
petent tribunals, judges, and officers, 
and shall, in writing, demand said 
deserters, proving by the exhibition 
of the registers of the vessels, the 
rolls of the crews, or by other official 
documents, that such individuals 
formed part of the crews, and on 
this reclamation being thus substan-
tiated, the surrender shall not be re-
fused. Such deserters, when arrest-
ed, shall be placed at the disposal of 
the said consuls, vice-consuls, or com-
mercial agents, and may be confined 
in the public prisons at the request 
and cost o{ those who claim them, in 
order to be sent to the vessels to 
which they belonged, or to others of 
the same country. But if not sent 
back within the space of two months, 
reckoning from the day ~f their ar-
rest, they shall be set at liberty, and 
shall not be again arrested for the 
same cause. 
It is understood, however, that if 
the deserter should be found to have 
committed any crime or offence, his 
surrender may be delayed until the 
tribunal before which the case shall 
be depending, shall have pronounced 
it~ sentence, and such sentence shall 
have been carried into effect. 
consuls, ou agens commerciaux ne 
requissent leur intervention pour 
faire executer ou maintenir leurs 
decisions. Bien entendu que cette 
espece de jt1gement ou d'arbitrage 
ne sourait pourtant priver les parties 
contendantes du droits qn'elles ont a 
leur retour de reconrir aux autorites 
judiciaires de leurs patrie. 
ARTICLE XIII. 
Les dits consuls, vice-consuls, 
on agens commerciaux seront 
autorises a requerir !'assistance des 
autorites locales pour !'arrestation, 
la detention, et l'imprisonnement de 
deserteurs des navires de guerre et 
marchands de leur pays, et ils s'a-
dresseront pour cet objet aux tri-
bunaux juges, et officiers competens 
et reclameront par ecrit les deserteurs 
sus mentionnes, en pronvant par la 
communication des registres des 
navires, ou roles de l'equipage, ou 
par d'autres documens offic1els que 
de tels individus ont fait partie des 
dits equipages, et cette reclamation 
ainsi prouvee, !'extradition ne sera 
point refusee. 
De tels deserteurs, lorsqu'ils auront 
ete arretes, seront mis a la disposition 
des dits consuls, vice-consuls, ou 
agens commerciaux, et pourront 
etre en fermes dans les prisons 
publiques a la requisition et aux frais 
de ceux qui les reclament, pour etre 
envoyes aux navires aux quels ils 
appartenaient ou a d'autres de la 
meme nation. Mais s'ils ne sont pas 
renvoyes dans l'espace de deux mois, 
a compter du jour de leur arrestation, 
ils seront mis en liberte, et ne seront 
plus arretes pour la meme cause. 
II est entendu toute fois que si le 
deserteur se trouvait avoir commis 
quelque crime ou delit, il pourra etre 
sursis a son extradition, jusqu'a ce 
que le tribunal nanti de !'affaire, aura 
rendu sa sentence, et que ccll-ci ait 
re~u son execution. 
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ARTICLE XIV. 
In case any vessel of one of the 
high contracting parties shall have 
been stranded or shipwrecked, or 
shall have suffered any other damage 
on the coasts of the dominions of the 
other, every aid and assistance shall 
be given to the persons shipwrecked, 
or in danger, and passports shall be 
granted to them to return to their 
country. The shipwrecked vessels 
and merchandise, or their proceeds, 
if the same shall have been sold, 
shall be restored to their owners, or 
to those entitled thereto, if claimed 
within a year and a day, upon pay-
ing snch costs of salvage as would 
be paid by national vessels, in the 
same circumstances, and the salvage 
companies shall not compel the ac-
ceptance of their services, except in 
the same cases, and after the same 
delays as shall be granted to the cap-
taies and crews of nationCt.l vessels. 
Moreover, the respective Govern-
ments will take care that these com-
panies do not commit any vexatious 
or arbitrary acts. 
ARTICLE XV. 
It is agreerl that vessels arriving 
directly from the Kingdom of Greece 
at a port of the United States of 
America, or from the United States, 
at a port within the dominions of his 
Majesty the King of Greece, and 
provided with a bill of health, grant-
ed by an officer having competent 
power to that effect, at the port 
whence such vessels shall have 
sailed, setting forth that no malig-
naut or contagious diset1ses prevail-
ed in that port, shall be subjected to 
no other quarantine than such as 
may he necessary for the visit of 
the health officer of tbe port where 
snch vessels shall have arrived, after 
which, said vessels shall be allowed 
immediately to cuter and unload 
their cargoes; provided, ahvnys, that 
ARTICLE XIY. 
Dans le cas ou qnelque batiment 
de l'une des hantes parties contrac-
tantes aura echoue, fait naufrage Oll 
sonffert qnelque autre dommage sur 
les cotes de la domination de l'autre, 
il sera donne tout aide et assistance 
nux personnes naufrages on qui se 
trouveraient en danger, et illeur sera 
accorde des passe ports pour retourner 
dans leur patrie. Les batimens et 
les marchandises nanfrages, ou leurs 
prodnits s'ils ont ete vendus, seront 
restituees a leur proprietaires ou ayan t 
cause, s'ils sont reclames dans l'an et 
jour, en payant les frais de sauvetage 
que payeraient les batimens nation-
nux dans les meme cas, et les com-
pagnies de san vet age ne pourront 
faire accepter leurs services, que dans 
les memes cas, et apres les memes 
delats qni seraient accordes aux capi-
taines et aux equipages nationaux. 
Les Gouvernement respectifs veille-
ront d'ailleu rs a ce que ces compag-
nies ne se permettent point de vexa-
tions on d'actes arbitraires. 
ARTICLE XV. 
Il est convenn qne les batimens 
qui arriveront directemcnt des Etats-
Unis d'Amer~qne, a un port de 1a 
domination de Sa Mnjeste le Roi de 
la Grcce, on dn Rovanme de la Grece 
ann port det~ Etats-Unis d'Amerique, 
et qui seraient pourvns d'un certificat 
de sante donne par l'officier compe-
tent a cet egard dn port d'ou les bati-
menssontsortis, et nssnrantqu'aucune 
maladie maligne on contagienx n'ex-
istait dans ce port, ne seront soumis 
a aucune autre qnarantaine qne cellc 
qui sera necessaire pour la visite de 
l'officier de saute du port on les bati-
mens seraient arrives, apres la quellc 
il sera permis a ces batimens d'entrer 
immediatement et de decharger leurs 
cargaisons; hieu entendn, toute fois, 
qu'il u'y nit en personne a leur bard 
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there shall be on board no person 
who during the voyage, shall have 
been attacked with any malignant 
or contagious diseases; that such ves-
sels shall not during their passage 
have communicated with any ves-
sel liable itself to undergo a quar-
antine, and that the country whence 
they came, shall not at that time 
he so far infected or suspected, that 
before their arrival, an ordinance 
had been issued, in consequence of 
which, all vessels coming from that 
country should be considered as 
suspected, and consequently subject 
to quarantine. 
ARTICLE XVI. 
Considering the remoteness of the 
respective countries of the two high 
contracting parties, and the uncer· 
tainty resulting therefrom, with res-
pect to the various events which 
may take place ; it is agreed, that a 
merchant vessel belonging to either 
of them, which may be bound to a 
port supposed nt the time of its de-
parture to be blockaded, shall not, 
however, be captured or condemned, 
for having attempted a first time to 
enter said port, unless it can be 
proved that said vessel could and 
ought to have learned during its 
voyage, that the blockade of the 
place in question still continued. 
But all vessels which after having 
been warned off oncP. shnll during 
the same voyage attempt a second 
time to enter the same blockaded 
port, during the continnance of said 
blockade, shall then snhject them-
selves to be detained and condemned. 
ARTICLE XVII. 
The present treaty shall continue 
in force for ten years, counting from 
the day of the exchange of the 
ratifications, and if, before the ex pi-
ration of the first nine years, neither 
of the high contracting parties shall 
have announced by an official notifi-
qui ait ete attaque pendant lc voyage 
d'une maladie maligne, ou conta-
gieux; que les batimens n'aient point 
communique dans leur traversee avec 
un batiment qui serait lui meme dans 
le cas de subir nne quarantaine, et 
que lacon tree d'ou ils viendraient ne 
fnt pas a cette epoque si gimeralement 
infectee on suspectee qu'en ait rendu 
avant leur arrivee, une ordonnan,·e 
d'apres la queUe tous les batimens 
venant de cette contree seraient re-
gardes comme suspects, et, en conEc-
qllfmce, assujettes a une qnarantaine. 
ARTICLE XVI. 
Vu l'eloignementdes paysr€spectifs 
des deux hautes parties contractantes, 
et !'incertitude qui en resnlte sur les 
divers evenemens qui peuvent avoir 
lieu, il est con venu, qu'un batiment 
marchand appartenant a 1'une d'elles 
qui se tronverait destine pour un port 
suppose bloque au moment du depart 
de ce batimeP.t, ne sera cependant pas 
capture ou condamne ponr avoir 
essaye une premiere fois d'entrerdans 
le dit port, a moins qu'il ne puisse 
etre p.rouve que le dit batiment avait 
pu et du appreudre en route que 
1' Etat de blocus de Ia place en ques-
tion durait encore; rnais les bati-
ments qui apres avuir ere renvoye 
u ne fois essuyeraien t, pendant Je 
meme voyage d'entrer nne seconde 
fois dans le meme port bloque, du-
rnut la continuation de ce blocus se 
trouveront alors sujet a etre detenns 
et condamnes. 
ARTICLE XVII. 
Le present traite sera en vigueur 
pendant dix nunees a partir du jour 
de l'echange des ratifications; et si 
avant !'expirations des neufs pre-
mieres annecs l'uue on l'autre des 
hautcs parties contractantes n'avait 
pas annoncee a l'autre, par une noti-
cation to the other its intention to ar-
rest the operation of said treaty, it 
shall remain binding for one year 
beyond tbat time, and so on, until the 
expiration of the twelve months 
which will follow a similar notifica-
tion, whatever the time at which it 
may take place. 
ARTICLE XVIII. 
The present treaty shall he ratified 
by his Majesty the King of Greece, 
and by the President of the United 
States of America, by and wit!1 the 
advice and consent of the Senate, 
and the ratifications to be exchanged 
at London, within thespace of twelve 
months, from thesignatnre:or sooner, 
if possible. 
ln faith whereof, the respective 
Plenipot~ntiaries of the high con-
tracting, parties, have signed the 
presen treaty, both in French and 
>English, and have affixed thereto 
their seals. 
Done in duplicate at London, the 
tenth (twenty-second) of December, 
in the year of our Lord, one thousand 
eight hundr;cMtnd thirty-seven. 
A. S l~VENSON. [L. s.] 
SP. TRICOUPI. l L. s., 
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fication officielle, son intention d'en 
faire cesser l'efft, ce traite restera 
obligatoire nne annee au dela, et 
ainsi de suite jusqu'a !'expiration des 
douze mois, qni suivront nne scm-
blade notification a quelqu'eroque 
qn'elle ait lieu. 
.ARTICLE XVIII. 
Le present traite sera ratifie par le 
President des Etats-Unis d' Amerique, 
par et avec l'avis et le consentement 
du Senat, et par sa Majeste le Roi de 
la Grece, et les ratifications en scront 
echanges a Londres dans l'espace de 
douze mois, ou plutot, si faire se peut. 
En fois de quoi les Plenipoten-
tiaires respectifs des deux hautes par-
ties contractantes ont signe le present 
traite en Anglais et Fran~ais, et y 
ont appose leurs SCeJ.UX. 
Fait en duplicata a Londres le 
dix (vingt-deux) de Decembre, l'an 
de Grace mil hnit cent trentc sept. 
S. TRIOOUPI, [L. s.] 
A. STEVENSON. [L. s.J 
And whereas the said treaty has been duly ratified on both parts, and 
the respective ratifications of the same were exchanged at London, on the 
thirteenth (twenty fifth) duy of June last, by Andrew StP-venson: Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Pleuipott~ntiary of the United States nt London, 
and Prince Michel Soutzo: Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten-
tiary of his Majesty the King of Greece, on the part of their respective 
Governments: 
Now: tlJCrefore, be it known, that. I, Martjn Van Buren, President of the 
United Stares of America, have causrd the said treaty to be made public, 
to the end that the same, and every clause and article thereof, may be ob-
served and fulfilled with good faith by the United Stntes and the citizen.-:; 
thereof. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal 
of the United Stales to be affixed. 
Done at the city of Washington, the thirtieth day of August, in the year 
[r.... s.] of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, and of 
the:, independence of the United States the sixty-third. 
M. VAN BUREN. 
Dy the President: 
JonN FoRSYTH, 
Secretary of State. 
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PERU-BOLIVIAN CONJ:.,EDERATION. 
Convention between the United States of America and the Peru-Bolivian 
Confederation. 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
A PROCLAMATION. 
'Vhercas, a general convention of peace, fl'iendship, comme1·ce, and na-
vigation, between the United States of America aml the Pei'u-Bolivian 
confederation, was concluded and signed at Lima, on the thirtieth day of 
N ovembm·. one thousand eight hu)ldred atid thirty-six; which conyention 
is word for word as fo1lows : . 
General con't·ention of peace, friendship, conunerce. and na"Digation, between 
the United States qf .america and the Perzt-Boli'Vian confederation. 
rrhe United States of America and tlw Peru-Bolivian confederation, 
desiring to make firm and pm·manent the peace and friendship \Vhich hap-
pily subsist between them, have resolved to fix, in a clear, distinct, aud 
positive manner, the rules which shall, in future, be religiously obsel'Yed 
between the fme and the other, by means of a treaty, or general conven-
tion of peace, friendship, commerce, and navigation. 
For this desirable purpose, the !-:> resident of the United States of Ame-
rica has conferred full powers on Samuel Larned, Chat·ge d' Affai1·rs of 
the said States, near the Government of Peru; and the Supreme Protector· 
of the North and South Peravian States, President of the ReJlubJic of Bo-
livia, encharged with the direction of the fol'eign J'elations of the Vel'tt-
Bolivian confederation, has conf(wred Iii- , powe1·s on John Garcia del Rio. 
l\iinister of State in the Depar·tment of Finance of the N m·th Peruvian 
State; who, after having exhibited to each other theit· respective full 
powers, found to be in clue and pt·oper form, and exchanged cet·tified copies 
thereof, have agreed to the following at·ticles to wit: 
ARTICLE I. There shall be a }Jerfect, firm, and inviolable peace, and 
sincere friendship, between the United States of America and the Per·u-llo-
livian confederation, in all the extent of their respccti\'e teJTitoJ·ics and 
possessions, and between their· people and citizens, J'especti\'ely, without 
distinction of persons OJ' places. 
ARTICLE 2. The United States of America and the l)ei·u-llolivian 
confederation, desi1-ing to live in peace and harmony, as well with each 
other as with all the nations of the earth, by means of a policy frank, and 
equally friendly with a1J, engage, mutually, not to concede any par·ticulat• 
favor to other nations, in respect of commerce and navigation, which shall 
not immediately become common to the other party to this treaty ; who 
shall enjoy the same freely, if the concession \Vas freely 1 1adc, 01 on allow-
ing the same compensation~ if the concession was condition a]. 
ARTICLE S. The two high contracting parties being likewise desirous 
of placing the commerce and naYigatioa of their resllective counb'ics on 
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the liberal basis of perfect equality with the most favored nation, mutually 
agt'ee that the citizens of each may frequent with their vessels, all the 
coasts and countries of the other, and may reside and trade there in all 
kinds of vroduce, manufactures, and met·chandise, not prohibited to all; 
and shall pay no other or higher duties, charges, or fees, whatsoever, 
either on their vessels or capgoes, than the citizens or subjects of the most 
favored nation are, or shall be, obliged to pay on their vessels or cargoes; 
and they shall enjoy, respectively, all the r·ights. privileges, and exemp-
tions, in navigation and commet·ce, \Vhich the citizens or subjects of the 
most favored nation do or shall enjoy; they submitting themselves to the 
laws, decrees, and usages there established, to which such citizens or sub-
jects are, of right, subjected. . 
But it is understood that the stipulations contained in this article do 
not include the coasting trade of either of the two countries; the regu-
lation of this trade being reserved by the parties, respectively, according 
to their own separate laws. 
ARTICLE 4. It is likewise agreed, that it shall be wholly free for all 
merchants, ctlmmanders of ships, and other citizens of both countries, to 
manage, themselves, their own business in all the ports and places subject 
to the jurisdiction of each Nther·, as well with respect to the consignment 
and sale of their goods and merchamlisc, as to the pu1·chasa of theit• rc-
hu·ns, unloadi11g, loading, and sending off of their vessels. The citizens of 
n~ither of the contracting parties shall be liable to any embargo, not· to be 
detained with their vessels, cat·goes, mct·chandise, and effects, for any 
military expedition. nor for any public or private purpose wltattwet·, with-
out being allowed therefor a sufficient indemnification. Neither shall they 
be called upon for· any forced IoaH, or occasional contributions; nor be 
subject to military service by land or sea. 
ARTICLE 5. Whenever the citizens of either of the contracting par-
tics shall be forced to seek refuge, shelter, ®r relief, in the rivers, bays, 
por·ts, and dl'>minions of the other, with their ycsscls, whether of war, (pub-
lic or priYate,) (,f trade, <'lr employed in th~ fisheries, tlu·ough stt·ess of 
weather, want of water or provisions, llm·snit of pirates or enemies, they 
shaH be received and treated with humanity; and all favor ami pretcction 
shall be giYcn to them, in the r·epairing of their vessels, procuring of sup-
plie..,, and placing of themselves in a condition to pursue their· voyage, 
\vithout obsb.de OI' hindr·ance. 
ARTICLE 6. All ships, merchandise, and effects, belonging to citizens 
of one of the contracting l'>:trties, which may be captured by pil'ates, whe-
thet· on the high seas, or within the limits of its jul'isdiction, and may be 
carried or foum1 in the rivet·s, roads, bays, ports, or dominions of the 
other, shaH be delivered up to the owners, they proving, in due and proper 
form, their rights before the competent tribunals; it being understood that 
the claim should be made within the term of two years, by the parties 
thcmsehcs, their attorneys, or the agents of their respective Governments. 
ARTICLE 7. 'Vhcnever any vessel belonging to the citizens of either 
ot' the contr·acting parties shall be wrecked, founder, or suffer damage on 
the coasts, or within the dominions of the other, all assistance and protec-
tion shall be given to the s· id vessel, hct· crew, and the merchandise on 
board, in the same manner as is usual and customary with vessels of the 
nation whcl'e the accideut l.lallpcns, in like cas~s ; and it shall be permitted 
90 
to her, if necessary, to unload the merchandise and effects on uoar·cl, with 
the }Woper pt·ecautions to pr·e,"cnt their illicit intr·ouuc.tiou, without exact-
ing, in this case, any duty, imJJOst, or contribution whatever, provided the 
same be expor·ted. 
ARTICLE 8. The citizens of each of the contracting parties sl1all haYe 
JlOWet· to dispose of their personal effects within the jm·isdiction of the other, 
by sale, donation, testament, or otherwise; and. their representatives, be-
ing citizens of the other party, sliall succeed to theit· said pet·sonal effects, 
whether by testament or ab intestato, and may take possession thereof, 
either them sci res, 01• by others acting for thel1'1, and dispose of the same 
at theil' will, paying such dues only as the inhabitants of the count1·y, 
wherein said effects ar·e, shall be subject to pay in like cases. And if, in 
the case of real estate, the said heirs should be prevented from entering 
into possession of the inheritance on account of theit· character as aliens, 
there shall be granted to them the tet·m ofthree years in which to dispose 
of the same as they may think proper, and to withd1·aw the proceeds, 
which they may do without obstacle, and exempt f1·om all charges. saye 
those which are imposed by the Jaws of the count1·y. 
ARTICLE 9. Both the contt·acting parties solemnly promise and engage 
to give their special pr·otection to the persons and propm·ty of the citizens 
of each other, of all classes and occupations, who may be in the territories 
subject to the jurisdiction of the one o1· the othCl', transient or dwe1ling 
thm ein, Jca,·ing open and free to them the tribunals of justice tor tl~eit· ju-
dicial recourse, on the same terms as are usual and customary with the 
natin~s or citizens of the count.·y in which they may be; for which pur-
pose they may employ, in defence of tl1eir rights, such ad \'ocates, solici-
tors, nota1·ies, ageuts, and factors as they may juugc proper, in all their 
tl'ials at law; ami such citizens or agents shall have free OJ)portunity to 
be pl'esent at the decisions and sentences of the tr·iuunals, in all cases that 
may concern them, ancl likewise at the taking of all evidence and exami-
nations that may be exhibited in the said trials. 
And to render more explicit, a11d make more effectual the solemn pro-
mise and e11gagement herein before mentionecl, undrr cit·cumstances to 
which one of the parties thereto has her·etofore been exposed, it is het·euy 
further stipulated and declare<l, tl1at aU the rights and vrh·ileges which 
are now enjoyed by, or may hereafter be confcl'red on the citizens of one 
of the contracting pm·ties, by or in vil'tue of the constitution and Jaws of 
the other, respectively, shall be deemed and lwlcl to belong to, and adhere 
in them, until such l'ights and pdvileges shall have been abt·ogated 01' 
withdrawn by an authority constitutionally ot·la wfuiJy competent thereto. 
ARTICLE 10. It is likewise ag1·eed, that pet-feet and eutire liberty of 
conscience shall be enjoyed hy the citizens of both the contt·acting parties, 
in the countries subject to the jurisdiction of the onr and tlt~ other, with-
out thei1· being liable to be disturbed or moleste(l on account of their reli-
gious IJelief, so long as they respect the law~; and established usages of 
the countt·y. 
Moreover, the bodies of the citizens of one of the contracting pat'ties, 
who may die in the territories of the other·, shall be buried in the usual 
bm·ying-gt·mmds, or in other decent and suitable places, aud shall be pro-
tected from violation or disturbance.. 
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ARTICLE 11. It shall be lawful for the citizens of the United States 
of America and of the Peru-llolivian confederation to sail with their ships~ 
with all mannee of libcr·ty and secudty; no distinction being to be made 
who are the pr·oprietors of .the merchaudise laden therein, f1·om any 
port or pl~1ces whatever, to the ports and places of those who are now, or 
hereaftet· sltall be, at enmity with either of the contracting p~eties. It 
shall likewise be lawful for the citizens aforesaid to sail with the ships and 
met·chandisc before mentioned, and to trade, with the same liberty and se-
curity, from the places, ports, and havens of those who are enemies of 
both, or· of either pal'ty, without any opposition or disturbance whatso-
enr; not only directly fr·om the 11laces of the enemy befot·e mentioned to 
neutral places, but also from one place belonging to an enemy to another· 
place belonging to an enemy, whether they be under the jm·isdiction of 
one powe1·, or under that of several. And it is het·rby stipulated, that fr·ee 
ships shall give freedom to goods; and that every thing shall be deemed 
to be fr·ee and exempt which shall be found on board of the ships belong-
ing to the citizens of either of the contr·acting parties, although the whole 
lading, or any part thereof, should appertain to the enemies of either; 
goods contraband of wat• being always excepted. It is also agr·ced, in 
like man net·, that the same liberty shall be extended to persons who are 
on board of a free ship, with this effect, that, although they be enemies to 
b()th or either of the parties, they shall not be taken out of that free ship, 
unless they arc officers or soldiers, and in the actual service of the enemy : 
I,t·ovided, however, and it is hereby further agt'Ccd, that the stipulations 
in this article containccl, (.leclariug that the flag shall CO\rer the 1woperty, 
shall be understood as applying to those powers only who 1·ecognise t!1is 
}Jrinciple; but if citiH'J' of the contracting pm·ties shall be at war· with a 
third, and tlw other be neutral, the flag of the ne4-tral shall cover the pl'o-
pcrty of those enemies whose Governments acknowledge this principle, and 
not that of othet·s. 
ARTICJ,J<~ 12. It is likewise agt·ecd, that in cases where the neutral flag of 
one of the contracting parties shall protect the pt·opcrty of t!1e enemies of 
the other, in vir·tue of the above stipulation, it shall always be undcrstoo1l 
that the neutral property found on board of such enemy's vessel shall he 
held and consider~d as enemy's property, and, as such, shall be liable to 
detention and confiscation, except such pl'operty as was put on board such 
vessels before the declaration of war, or even after·wards, if it were done 
without the knowledge of such declaration : but the contracting parties 
agl'ec, that :six months having elapsed a{hw the declaration, their citizens 
shall not be allowed to plt>ad ignot·ance ther·cof. On the contrar·y, if the 
flag of the neutral docs not pl'Otect the enemy's property on board; in 
this case, the goods and merchandise of the neutral, embarked in such 
enemy's ship, shall be fr·ee. 
ARTICLE 13. 'rhis liberty of naYigation and commerce shall extend to 
all kinds of merchandise, excepting on]y those which are distinguished by 
the name conhaband, or pr·ohibited goods; under which name shall be com-
JWehenlle<l, 1st. cannons, mcn·tars, howitzers, swivels, blunderbusses, mus-
kets, fusees, rifles. carbines, pistols, pikes, swords, sabr·es, lauces, spcat·s, 
halberds, gl'amules, m d bombs ; po ;vdcr, matches, balls, and all other 
things belonging to the use of these arms; 2dly, bucklers, helmets, br·east-
p1ates, coats of mail, infantry belb3, and clothes made up in a military 
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form, and for a military use; sdly, cavalry be1ts, ancl horses with their 
furniture; 4thly, and generally, all kinds of arms and instruments of 
iron, steel, hrass. and copper, or of any other materials, manufactuJ'ed, pre-
pared, and formed expressly for the purposes of war, either by sea or 
land. 
ARTICLE 14. All other merchandise and things not compreliended in 
the articles of contraband, explicitly enumerated and classified as abo\·e, 
shall be held and considered as free, and subjects of free and lawful com-
merce ; so that they may be carried and transported in the freest manner 
by both the contractir-tg parties, even to places belonging to a-n enemy, 
excepting only those places which are, at that time, besieged or blockad-
ed; and to avoid all doubt in this particular, it is declared, that those 
places only are besieged m· blockaded, which are actually attacked by a 
force capable of preventing the entry of the neutr·al. 
ARTICI.E 15. The articles of couh·aband, or· those before enume•·ated 
and classified, which may be found in a vessel bonud fot· an enemy's pod, 
shall be subject to detention and confiscati(m; but the rest of the cargo 
and the ship shall be left free, that the ownet·s may dispose of them as 
they see proper. No vessel of either of the contracting parties shall be 
detained on the high seas, on account of having on bmn·d articles of con-
trabaml, whenever the rnaste1·, captain, or snpci·cargo Qf said vessel 'vill 
delive1· up the articles of contraband to the captm·, unless, indeed. the· 
quantity of such articles be so g1·eat, and of so large a bulk, that tlJCy 
cannot be recei,·ed on board the capturing vessel without grcrrt inconveni-
ence ; but in this, and all other cases of just detention, the vessel l.etained 
shall be sent to the nearest convenient ami safe port, for trial and judg-
ment accor·ding to la\v. 
ARTICLE 16. And whereas it freqnr.ntly happens that vessels sail for a 
port or ]Jlace belonging to an enemy, without knowing that the same is 
besieged, blockaded. or inYested, it is agt·ced that eve1·y vessel so cit·cum-
stanced may be turned. away feom such pm·t or pln.cc, but shall not be de-
tained; nor shall any pat·t of het> ca1·go. if not contl'aband, be confiscated, 
unless, after being w:u·ned of such blockade oe inn~stment, by the com-
mawling oflicer· of a vessel forming part of the blockading forces, she 
shall again attempt to enter; but she shall be permitted to go to ally other 
port or place the master or supercargo shall think pl'oper. Nm· shall 
any vessel of eithe•· pat·ty, that may have entere<l iuto such port ot· place, 
before the same was actually besieged, blockaded, or hwested by the othct·, 
be restrained from quitting it. with her cargo; nor, · f found therein be-
fore or after the reduction and sm·rendcr·, shall such Yessel, m· her ca1·go, 
be liable to seizure, confiscatiou, Ol' any demand on the score of redemp-
tion or restitution; but the owners thereof shall be allowed to remain in 
the undisturbed possession of their property. Aml if any ,·esscl, having 
thus entered the port befot·c the blockade tool· place, shall tale on board a 
cargo after the blockade IJe established, aml attempt to depat't, she shall 
be subject to being wal'ned by the blockading forccH to rctuJ'll to the port 
blocl·aded, a ul discharge the s,tid cat·go; and if, after· receiving said 
·\~arning, the Yessel shaJl persist in going out with the cargo, she shall be 
hable to the same consequences to which a Yes~el attempting to ente1· a 
blockaded port, after being wm·ned off by tlte blockading forces, would 
be liable. 
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ARTICLE 17. To prevent all kinds of uisorder and irregularity in the 
visiting and examining of the ships and cargoes of both the contracting 
parties on the high soas, they have agreed, mutually, that whenever aves-
sel of war, public or private, shall meet with a neutral of the other con-
tracting party, the first shall remain at the greatest distance compatible 
with the 11ossibility and safety of making the visit, under the circum-
stances of wind and sea, and the degree of suspicion attending the vessel 
to be visited, and shall send one of her small boats, with no more men 
than those necessary to man it, for the purpose of executing the said ex-
amination of the papers concerning the ownershi:r> and cargo of the vessel, 
'''ithout causing the least extortion, violence, or ill-treatment; in respect 
of which, the commanders of said armed vessels shall be responsible, with 
their persons and property ; for which purpose, the commanders of said 
private armed vessels shall, before receiving their commissions, give ouf-
ticient security to answer for all the injuries and damages they may com· 
mit. And it is expressly agreed, that the neutral pat·ty shall in no case 
be required to go on board of the examining vessel, for the purpose of ex-
hibiting the ship's papers, nor for any other purpose whatever. 
ARTICLE 18. To avoid aU vexation and abuses in the examination of 
the papers relating to the ownership of the vessels belonging to the citi-
zens of the contracting parties, they have agreed, and do agree, t!'lat, in 
case one of them should be engaged in war, the ships and vessels of the 
other must be furnished with sea-letters, or 11assports, expressing the 
name, pro11crty, and burden of the ship, as also the name and place of 
residence of the master or commander thereof, in order that it may there-
by appear that the said shi11 really and truly b€longs t0 the citizens of one 
of the parties. They have likewise agreed, that such ships, being laden, 
besides the said sea-letters or passports, shall be provided with certificates, 
containing the several particulars of the cargo, and the place whence the 
ship sailed; so that it may be known whether any contraband or prohib-
ited goods are on board of the same : which certificates shall be made out 
by the officers of the place whence the ship sailed, in the accustomed form ; 
without which requisites the saill vessel may be detained, to be adjudge(l 
by the competent tribunals, and may be declared legal prize, unless the 
said defect shall be proved to be owing to accident, or be satisfied or sup-
plied by testimony entirely equi valent, in the opinion of said tribunals ; to 
which ends, there shall be allowed a sufficient term of time for its pro-
curement. 
ARTICLE I 9. And it is further agreed, that the stipulations above ex-
pressed, relative to the visiting and examining of vessels, shall apply to 
those only which sail without convoy; and when said vessels shall be mt-
der convoy, the verbal declaration of the commander of the convoy, on 
l1is word of honor, that the vessels under his protection belong to the na-
tion whose flag he carries, ami, when [they are bound to an enemy's port, 
that they have no contraband goods on board, shall be sufficient. 
ARTICLE 20. It is moreover agreed, that, in all cases, the established 
courts for prize causes, in the country to which the prize may be con-
ducted, shall alone take cognizance of them. And whenever such tribunal 
or c~urt, of either party, shall pronounce judgment again5)t any vessel, 
goods, or property, claimed by citizens of the other party, the sentence or 
decree shall mention the reasons or motives in which the same shall have 
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been founded; and an authenticated copy of the sentence or decree, and 
of all the proceedings in the case; shall, if demanded, be delivered to the 
commander or agent of said yessel or property, without any excuse or de-
lay, he paying the legal fees for the same. 
ARTICJ,E 21. '" henever one of the cont1·acting parties shall be engaged 
in war with another State, no citizen of the other contracting party shall 
accept a commission or letter of marque, for the purpose of assisting or 
co-operating hostily with the said enemy against the said party so at war, 
under pain of being tt•eated as a pit·ate. 
ARTICLE 22. If, at any time, a rupture should take place between the 
two contt·acting nations, and (which God forbid) they should become en-
gaged in war with each other, they have agreed, ancl do agt·ee now, for 
then, that the merchants, tt·adet·s, and other citizens of all occupations, of 
each of the two parties residing in the cities, ports, and dominions of the 
other, shall have the privilege of remaining and continuing their trade 
and business therein; and shall be respected and. maintained in the full 
and undisturbed enjoyment of their personal liberty and JU'Operty, so long 
as they behare peaceably and properly, and commit no offence agaiust 
the laws. And in case their conduct should render them suspected of 
malpractices, and, having thus forfeited this privilege, the respective Gov-
ernments should think proper to order them to depart, the term of twelve 
months, from the publication or intimation of this order therefor, shall be 
alJowed them, in which to arrange and settle their affairs, and remove 
with their families, effects, and property ; to which end, the necessary safe-
conduct slmll be giren to them, and which shall serve as a sufficient pro-
tection until they arrive at the designated port, and there embark. But 
this favor shall not be extended to those who shall act contrary to the 
established laws. 1t is, nevertheless, to be understood, that the persons 
so suspected may be ordered, by the respective Governments, to remove 
forthwith into the interior, to such places as they shall think fit to desig-
nate. 
ARTICLE 23. Neither the debts due from individuals of the one nation, 
to the individuals of the other, nor shares, nor money, which they may 
have in public funds, nor in public or private banks, shall ever, in any 
event of war or national diffet·ence, be sequestered or confiscated. 
ARTICLE 24. Both the contracting parties being desirous of avoiding 
all inequality in relation to their public communications and official inter-
course, they have agreed, and do agree, to grant to their envoys, ministers, 
and other public agents, the same favors, immunities, and exemptions, as 
those of the most favored nation do or shall enjoy ; it being understood, 
that whatever favors, immunities, or privileges the United States of 
Amet•ica, or the Peru-Bolivian confederation, may find it rpruper to grant 
to the envoys, ministers, and public agents of any other power, shall, by 
the same act, be grantetl aud extended to those of the contracting parties, 
respectively. 
ARTICLE 25. To make more effectual the protection which the United 
States of Amet•ica, and the Peru-Bolivian confederation, shall afford in 
future to the navigation and commerce of the citizens of each other, they 
agree to receive and admit consuls and vice-cansuls, in all the ports open 
to foreign commerce; who shall enjoy, within their respective consular 
districts, all the rights, prerogatives, and immunities of the consuls and 
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vice-con&uls of the most favored nation; each contracting party, however, 
remaining at liiJet>ty to excrpt those ports and places in which the ad-
mission and residence of such functionaries may not seem convenient. 
ARTICLE 26. In order that the consuls and Yice-consuls of the two 
contracting parties may enjoy the rights, }Jrero:;atives, aml immunities 
which belong to them IJy their public character, they shall, before enter-
ing on the exercise of their functions, exhibit their commission, or patent, 
in due form, to the Government to which they are accredited; and, hav-
ing received their exequatUI·, they shall be held and considered as such 
consuls or vice-consuls, by all the authorities, magistrates, and inhabitants 
in the consular district in which thev reside. 
ARTICLE 27. It is likewise agreed, that the consuls, vice-consuls, their 
secretaries, officers, and persons attached to theie service, (they not being 
citizens of the country in which the consul or· vice-consul resiues,) shall 
be exempt fJ·om all public service, and also from all kinds of taxes, im-
posts, and contributions, except those which they shall be obliged to pay 
on account of commerce~ m· their property, and from which the citizens 
of their respective countries, resident in the other, are not exempt, in 
virtue of the stipulations contained in this treaty; they being, in every 
thing besides, subject to the laws of the respective States. The archives 
and papers of the consulates shall be respected inviolably, and, under no 
pretext whatever, shall any magistrate, or other person, seize, or in any 
way interfere 'vith them. 
ARTICLE 28. The said consuls anll vice-consuls shall ha,'e powet• to 
require the assistance of the aHthot·ities of the country for the arrest, de-
tention, and custody of deserters from the 1)ublic and private vessels of 
their countty ; and for this purpose they shall address themselves to the 
courts, judges, or officers competent~ and shall demand the said deserters 
in writing, proving, by an exhibition of the ship's roll, or other public 
document, that the men so demanded a1·e a part of the crew of the vessel 
from which it is alleged they have deserted; and on this demand, so 
proved, (saving, however, where the contrary is more conclusively proved,) 
the uelh·ery shall not be refused. Such deserters, when arrested, shall be 
put at the disposal of the said consuls ot• vice-consuls, and may be put in 
the public prisons, at the request and expense of those who reclaim.them, 
to be sent to the ships to which they belong, or to others of the same na-
tion; but if they should not be so sent within two months, to be counted 
from the day of their arrest, they shall be set at liberty, and shall be no 
more arrested for the same cause. 
ARTICLE 29. For the pt~~·pose of more effectually protecting their com-
merce and navigation, the two contracting parties do hereby agree to 
form, as soon hereafter as may be mutually convenient, a consular conven-
tion, which shall declare, specialJy, the powers and immunities of the con-
suls and vice-consuls of the respective parties. 
ARTICLE SO. The U nitr.d States of America and the Peru-Bolivian 
Confederation, desiring to make as durable as circumstances will permit 
the relations which arc establishell between the two parties in virtue of 
this treaty, or general convention of peace, friendship, commerce, and 
navigation, have declared solemnly, and do agree, as follows : 
1st. The present treaty shall be in force for twelve yeaes feom the day 
of the exchange of the ratifications thereof; and, furthee, until the end of 
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one year after either of the cJntracting parties shall have given notice to 
the other of its intention to terminate the same ; each of them reserving to 
itself the right of giving such notice to the other, at the end of said term 
of twelve years. Anc..l it is het·eby agreed between the parties, that on the 
expiration of one year after such notice shall have been received by either 
of them from the other, as above mentioned, this treaty shall, in all the 
points relating to commerce and navigation, altogether cease and deter-
mine; an<l in all those pat·ts which relate to peace aml friendship, it shall 
be permanently and perpetually binding on both llowers. 
2dly. If any one or more of the citizens of either Jlarty shall infringe 
any of the articles of this treaty, such citizen or citizens shall be held 
personaJly reSJlonsihle therefor, and the harmony and good cm·respondCJilCC 
between the two nations shall not be interrupted thereby ; each party en-
gaging, in no way, to protect the offender ot· offenders, or to sanction such 
violence, under pain of rendering itself liable for the consequences thereof. 
sdly. If, (which, indeed, cannot be expected,) unfortunately, any 6f the 
stipulations contained in the pl'esent treaty shall be violated or infringed 
in any other way whatever, it is expressly covenanted and agreed, that 
neither of the contracting parties will order, or authorize, any act of re-
prisals, nor declar·e or make war against the other, on complaint of inju-
ries or damages resulting therefrom, until the 1mrty considering itself 
aggrieved shall first have presented to the other a statement or represen-
tation of such injuries or damages, verified by competent vroofs, and have 
demanded redt·ess and satisfaction, and the same shall have been either 
refused or unreasonably delayed. 
4thly. Nothing in this treaty contained, shall, however, be construed to 
operate contrary to former and existing public treaties with other States 
or sovereigns. 
The present treaty of l>eace, friendshifl, commerce, and navigation, 
shall be appt·oved and ratified by the President of the United States of 
America, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate thereof, and 
by the Supreme Protector of theN orth and South Peruvian States, Presi-
dent of the Republic of BoJivia, encharged with the direction of the for-
eign relations of the Peru-Bolivian Confederation ; and the ratifications 
shall be exchanged within eighteen months from the date of the signature 
hereof, or sooner, if possible. 
In faith whereof, we~ the plenipotentiaries of the United States of Amer-
ica, and the Peru-Bolivian Confederation, have signed and sealed these 
presents. 
Done in the city of Lima, on the thirtieth day of November, in the year 
pf our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six. 
SAMUEL LARNED, [sEAL.] 
J. GARCIA DEL RIO, [sEAL·l 
And whereas, the said convention has been duly ratified on both 
parts, and the respective ratifications of the same were exchanged at Lima 
on the twenty-eighth day of May, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-
eight, by Edwin Bartlett~ Consul of the United States in that city, and 
J nan Garcia del Rio, Minister of Finance of the State of North Peru, on 
the part of their respective Governments : 
Now, therefore, be it known, that I, Martin Van Buren, President 
of the United States of America, have caused the said convention to be 
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made ymblic, to the end that the same, ami every clause and article thereof, 
may be obser,·ed and fulfilled with good faith by the United States and 
the citizens thereof. 
In -.;t'itness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal 
of the United States to be affixed. 
Done at the City of 'Vashington, this third day of October, in the year 
[L. s.J of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-tight, and 
of the independence of the United States the sixty -third. 
By the President : 
JOHN FoRSYTH, 
Secretary of State. 
7 
M. VAN BUREN. 
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REPORT 
OF 
'rHE SECRETARY OF WAR. 
. "V'f-AR DEPARTMENT, November 28, 1838. 
SIR: I have the honor to submit to you the following report upon the 
several branches of the public service confided to the superinteudence of 
the War Department. 
The provisions of Congress for the increase and organization of the army 
have been carried into execution, as {ar as the limited time since the passage 
of the act, and the circumstances of the country, would permit. The 
eighth regiment of infantry, authorized by law, has been raised, officered, 
and equipped for the field, as have four additional companies of artillery. 
The staff' of the army has been completed in every department, according 
to the intentions of Congress, and will form a most efficient branch of the 
service. In execution of the law of March 2, 1821, which says, "That 
each regiment of artillery shall consist of one colonel, one lieutenant colo-
nel, one major, one sergeant major, one quartermaster sergeant, and nine 
companies, one of which shall bP. designated and equipped as light artillery," 
I have caused one company of artillery to be mounted, and armed with their 
appropriate arm. It is very desirable that the intentions of this provision 
of the law, which have been so long postponed, should be carried into effect 
without further delay; and I would recommend that this description of 
force, so important in the composition of an army, and so efficient in the 
field, be increased by separating two companies from each regiment of ar-
tillery, and forming with them two battalions of tight artillery, one to be 
stationed in the western, and the other in the eastern division of the army. 
The only additional increase of the army attending this arrangement: 
which is calculated to add very considerably to its effective strength, will be 
that of the field officers of the battalions. 
The army has been actively and usefully employed, as will be seen from 
the report of the Commanding General, partly on the southwestern and 
northern frontit!rs, and partly in the Cherokee country. With a view to ren-
der it more efficient, I would recommend that the places and manner of 
quartering and stationing the troops in time of peace be changed. Scat-
tered in small detachments and distant posts, it would be impracticable to 
unite any part of it in sufficient strength to make an effective resistance upon 
any one point of either frontier; and equally so to impart to them that dis-
cipline and skill in military manamvres which they will have to practise in 
time of war, and which will enable them to meet an enemy in the field on 
equal terms. The object of our fortresses is to defend our harbors, and to 
arrest the first progress of an enemy's arms ; and this may be effected by 
small garrisons of regular troops, aided by a well trained militia. Our mili-
tia, covered by works and fortifications, have proved themselves, from their 
dexterity in firing, to be superior to the best European troops; but it cannot 
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stand against them in the field, from its want of instruction and military 
organization. If, therefore, the army is to remain shnt up in fortresses, and 
militia to be depended upon to march to their relief, in case of invasion, w 
fail to avail ourselves of the advantages that may be derived from the differ-
ent qualities of these troops. In the present state of the art of war, no for-
tress is impregnable, and each in its turn would be forced to yield, if attack-
ed, unless there 'Vas an army ready to march to its relief; for the militia, al-
though perfectly competent to defend the forts, would be found iacapable of 
contending with disciplined troops in the field, or of storming an intrenched 
camp. My object would be, therefore, so to station the troops, that they 
should form a centre around which the militia mRy rally, and the comhined 
forces march to the relief of any point that may be menaced or attacked. 
The points which appear to me best calculated for such stations as are here 
inuicated, are, in the State of New York, on Lake Champlain, whence troops 
may be moved with facility towards the northern or eastern frontier, and to 
protect the seaboard. In Pennsylvania, at Carlisle, where exist already 
good barracks, and from whence troops may be moved rapidly upon any 
point of the coast north of the Chesapeake. In the State of South Caro-
lina or Georgia, not far from the head waters of the Savannah river, a com-
manding position may be occupied, from whence troops might be transport-
ed to any point between the Chesapeake and Florida, with nearly equal ex-
pedition. 'l'he fourth station I would recommend is Jefferson barracks, a 
central post as regards the southwestern frontier, Louisiana, and all the 
western States; presenting extensive lines of water communication, which 
greatly facilitate the movements of troops upon any point of the western 
division. These stations, supplied with a competent regular force, and, 
when the occasion requires it, augmented by the hardy militia collected from 
the neighboring States, would be able to contend successfully with any force 
that could be sent against this country; whilst small garrisons of regulars, 
aided by the volunteers and militia of the maritime and inland frontiers, 
might occupy the forts and defend them until the corps d'armee nearest the 
point attacked could march to their relief. In no other way can an exten-
sive line of frontier, like that of the United States, be defended by a small 
army such as ours. To carry this measure into effect, it will be necessary 
to ask of Congress an appropriation for the purpose of erecting and extend-
ing the accommodations for the troops at the points indicated. 
The sparse population of the western frontier, and the number, charac-
ter, and proximity of the enemy we have to guard against in that quarter, 
will require that the garrisons of the several posts should be stronger than 
on the maritime or northern and eastern frontiers; and it is respectfully 
recommended that the measures proposed by the department for the defence 
of that frontier, the last year, should be persisted in. It is to be regretted 
that those measures were not sanctioned by Congress at its last session. 
'fhe law of the 2d July, 1836, is in progress of execution, and every 
exertion has been made to meet the wishes of the framers of it. The 
survey of the whole line of road has been made, and part of it put under 
contract. I should not, however, discharge my duty as the officer charged 
with this branch of the public service, if I refrained from reiterating my 
opinion, that the plan proposed by that law would not only be inefficient, 
but, if carried out to its full extent, would produce immediate hostilities with 
the Indian tribes on that frontier. So confident am I that the withdrawal 
of the garrison from Fort Gibson would be the signal of an outbreak on 
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the part of the Indians, that I lmve ventured to snE:pend the execution of 
tl at part of the law until au opportunity ~auld be gi vcn to Congress to re-
consider that order; and would respec!fully suggest that the position of 
he posts, the direction of the lines of communication, and all the details 
_ relating to the defences of the front1ers should be left to that department of. 
the Government which is responsible for the peace and defence of the 
country. I will briefly recapitulate the plan of defence proposed by me, in 
order to bring it again to the notice of Congress, with un expr~ssion of my 
conviction that, if adopted, it will rrove effi~ctual for the protection of the 
settlements on that fi·ontier, and will impose such a restraint upon the In-
dians as to keep them quiet and peaceable, :1s well as enable the authorities 
of the United States fully to comply with their treaty stipulations with 
those tribes, and protect them against intrusion from the whites. 
I propose that the existing fortresses within the Indian territory should 
be enlarged and strengthened, and others erected at the Illinois river, near 
the line of the State of Arkansas; nt Table creek: near the Missouri river, 
below the Platte; and at the upper forks of the Des Moines; these sta-
tions to be connected by good roads perpendicular to the line of defence: 
and connecting it with an interior line of posts to be estn.blislled at con-
venient points, to serve as places of refuge for the inhabitants in periods of 
alarm or danger, where they could remain in safety until relieved by tbe 
regular troops. This, with some additional depots of arms at points ju-
diciously selected, nnd a good organization of the neighboring militiu, 
would furnish amp1e security and protection to the bordering States. 'l.,ht· 
works on the exterior line, especially: should be built of permanent mute-
rials, and in a man11er to insure the health and comfort of the soldier, and 
to be defended by a small garrison. 
In order to maintain these remote. posts at the least possible expense, as 
well as to secure permanent and seasonable supplies, I would recommend 
that a farm be attached to each of them, to be worked by a given number 
of laborers under a competent superintendent, with the assistance of the 
soldiers at seed time and harvest. For this purpose it will be necessary to 
have tbe authority of Congre~s to hire the necessary number of laborers, it 
having been fouud by experience that the constant employment of soldiers 
in the cultivation of the soil is incompatible with discipline or the acquisi-
tion of military skill. 'I'hAy may, however, be made very useful at par-
ticular seasons of the year, without any detriment to the service. 
I h< Ye seen no reason to change my views as to the proper organiza-
tiOn of a militia or volunteer force to serve as auxiliaries to the system plO-
posed for the defence of the maritime and inland fiontiers. It would, 
doubtless, be desirable to adopt some uniform system of organization 1 which 
would render effective the wbole militia of the United States; but no plan 
has yet been suggested that can be carried into etlect throughout the whole 
of our extensive country. That which appears to present the greatest ad-
vantages, and has been freqnentlypressed upon the attention of Congress by 
my predecessors in office, appears to me to be only applicable to the thickly 
settled portions of our conntry: for if it were attempted to divide the militia 
into classes in some parts of our southern country alld on our borders7 
where their services are most likely to be required, it \vould be found diffi-
cult to assemble a single cumpany of the junior class within a space of one 
hundred miles. It is to be feared that the whole militia of the United 
States will be found too unwieldly a body to be successfully organU;ed at 
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<nee hy any plan that ra11 be de\:ised, and for some ti~1::; t1, come it had 
hctter be left to the direction of t:IC scverL l StatPs, adoptin~ oaly a uni-
form arrnarnent and uniform drill, nntil a systP.m he introduced on the 
frontiers; vhich may b9 gradually ex:t,.,nded over the whole country. A 
commencement may be made by enrollin~ 20.000 men, t:tken from aawnrr 
t 1c inhabitnnts and se tiers of the frontier~ and' the coni1try around th.; pe{~ 
manent stations in t 1e interior. Six consecutive days in the year wot ld b;J 
snfficic.1t for their drill, provided the commissioned and non-commission d 
officers be assembled for instruction at the nearest military post for th ·-, 
term of thirty days in the year. During the time the pri vatcs and officers 
are in service, they shonld receive the pay and rations of soldiers and offi-
cers of the army of t 1e same grade rcspecti rely. These ft)rccs ¥rould not 
he withdrawn from the States where they are raised, and may be cn1kd 
into service by the govP,raors, up~n the requisition of the President. L1 
this munner wonld be f<Hmed a well disciplined body of militia, cap'lbL! 
of acting as an auxiliary force both to the re£_{nlars stationed in the fonr posts 
above designated, and to tae garrisons stationed in the maritime and fron-
tier fortresses, and a system commenced, which, it it work well, may grad-
ually be extended so as to embrace the whole militia of the United Stutes. 
A considernble portio 1 of the tronDs have been employed in Florida un-
der that indefatigable and zealons btficer, Gew~ral Taylor. Engag1~d in a 
harrassing service during the sickly season of that unhealthy clim;tte, they 
have displayed a spirit of enduring courage and perseverance highly cred-
itable to the American soldier. 'The theatre of this war is a country of 
c cnse forests, swamps, a.nd mornsses; the enemy active, snbtlc, cruel: and 
invisible; and the mode of war are one of pursnit, by following the track 
of an unseen f(x'. It is, in short, a cnntest entirely devoid of all the incen-
trves whic. nsnally repay the soldier for the toils, privations, and dangers 
to \Vllicll his duty exposes bim. But the Governme11t has no alternnti ll'. 
rrhe Indinns mnst be expelled from Florida, and the army will make any 
sn.criflce th<1t is required to protect the inhabitants of that Territory from 
t 1ese ruthless sarages, and to mLt;ntRin; nntarnished, t 3 honor of their 
arms. Dnring the past snmmcr, profiting by the nnhenlthiness of the sea-
son, the lndi<1ns made several incursions i11to the settlements, committing 
the most crncl mnrders, and, as is nsunl with them, sparing neither age nor 
sex. They attacked the lig!lt-houses, and murdered the cre\vs of the ves-
sels \Vhich were nnfortnnately driven on shore and wrecked on tbatdanger-
ons coast. 'rhe necessary protection due by the Government to the com-
merce of the country and to the citiztms of Florida, demands th<1t the ntmm;t 
exertions be made to drive these merciless savages from a conntry vilic:1 
they have so cruelly afflicted. 1\1 pains will bJ spaied to effect this object; 
bnt it do3s not nppcarthat tbe means hitherto adopted are calc 1latcd to do so. 
A vigorons effiHt was met de tb9 last yeu.r \vith a formidable force of regu tar 
troors <md mountrd volunteer . Everv schema was tried that a skilful and 
vigilant commander could devise, a11d ·that brave and active so!disr cou d 
execute. Tbe momsses were traversed; the forests and swamps penetrated 
in cv~ry direction ; the Indians beaten whenever thBy con1d be overtaken, 
rmd many of t 1em forced to snrrcnder who were afterwards s8nt ont of the 
co1mtry; hnt ~till, as sor:> 1 as the sickly season set in, it was found th:1.t 
~5>me of these snv·\ges haJ eluded the vigilance of our troops, gained their 
rear, and penetrated into the haart of t 1e settlements, where their presrnr.o 
~. ,\s fir.st l ; ... covc-r~d )y tlle murdcr3 t\v~:l co:11mitted a:1d t~13 b1.rba;--on.s crtt-
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Pities they perpetrated upon the aged and helpless. They \\·ere enabled to 
effect their bloody purposes only by the unsettled state of the country 
through which they passed. 'VIlen this war first broke out, the Indians 
destroyed all the frontier settlements, and the itJhabitallts beyond them in the 
jnterior abandoned their homes, and were either received illto the service 
or supported at the expense of the Government. A valuable nnd fertile por-
tion of the Territory became a ,,·ilderness, through which the Indicms wan-
dered like w1ld beasts seeking their prey. Had these people been compelled 
to remain; to picket their honses; to arm themselves and form associations 
for the mntnal protection of their firesides; we should have been spared 
the recital of Indian murders and devastations. This is wbnt is now pro-
posed to be done. General Taylor has been directed to invite the settlers 
to return to their homes; to receive them, when there, into the service; to 
cause them to surround their houses w1th stont pickets; to organize them 
into baHnlions for mutual defence; a part of them to be kept under arms, 
while others are employed in cultivating their farms. No doubt this ar-
:r :mgement will aid in protecting the country from the inroads of the SctVn-
o-es : ;Jut the farms "·hicb will be so occn pied will be too sparse to form an 
impenetrable barrier to the Indians; and it is respectfully recommended that 
a portion of land, selected by the officers of Go1·ernment, should be granted 
to snch settlers as will bind themselves to settle on it, and to cultivate and 
defend it under such regulations ns shall be made by the Executive. 
That portion of the army employed in the very important and delicate 
operation of removing the Cherokees, has acted throBghout with the 
activity and zeal which distinguish this branch of the public service . 
... ,he generous and enlightened policy evinced in the measures adopted by 
Congress towards that people, dnrinf! the last srs ion , was ::. bly and 
judiciously carried into effect by the General nppointed to conduct their 
remo\'al, and his orders were executed both by the regular troops and the 
YoluntPers, in every instance, with promptness and praise-worthy humanity. 
,he reluctance of the Indians to relinquish the land of their birth in the ea~t , 
a 1d remove to their new homes in the west, was entirely overcome by the 
j udicious conduct of that officer, and they departed with alacrity under the 
g uidance of their own chiefs. The arrangements for this purpose, made 
by General Scott, in compliance with his previous instructions, although 
. omewhat costly to the Indians themselve~, met the entire approbation of 
the department, as it was deemed of the last importance that tbe Cherokees 
should remove to the \vest voluntarily, and that, on their arrival at the 
place of their nltimate de'3tinn.tion, they should recur to the manner in 
w hich they had been treated with kind and grateful feelings. Humanity, 
n o less than sound policy, dictated this course towards these children of the 
forest; and in canying out, in this instance, with an unwavering hand 7 
the measures resolved upon by the Government in the hope of preserving 
the Indians, and of maintaining the peace and tranquillity of the whites, it 
will always be gratifying to reflect that this has been effected, not only 
\vitbout violence, but with every proper regard for the feelings and iuteresls 
of that people. The unprecedented drought which afflicted that part of 
the country during the past season compelled the General to postpone the 
r eriod of departure of the Indians nntil very lately; but since they have 
been on their march, the most satisfitctory intelligeuce has reached the 
department of their progress, nnd of the good order with which 1 under tl.e 
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direction of their own chiefs, the parties nre advancing towards their per-
manent homes. 
The peaceful execution of the removal of the Cherokees has heen inter-
rupted by the treacherous conduct of a few warriors, who had fled to the 
monntains of North Carolina. A small party of Indians, while m<.uching 
under escort to the rendezvous, took advantage of the kindness and hu-
manity of our men who had lent their horses to convey their children 
more conveniently, and murdered them while walking heedlessly hy their 
side. The officer only escaped by the speed and activity of his horse. A-
detachment of troops bas been sent in pursuit of the murderers, and, from 
the character of the officer commanding it, no doubt is entertained that the 
fi1giti ve Cherokees will be promptly arrested. 'l'his cruel and treacherous 
net is much to be lamented, and forms a strong contrast to the orderly con-
duct of the rest of the nation. The General commanding there represents 
the Cherokees as equally indignant with the whites, and anxious, them-
selves, to be allowed to march against their countrymen, and punish them 
for this wanton and crud murder. 
The Government: on its part, has taken every precautionary measure to 
comply fully with its treaty stipulations towards these Indians, and to ren-
der their new home comfortable and acceptable to them. 
As soon as a proper regard for the peaco of that portion of the country, and 
the probability of the successful execution of the measures of Government, 
would admit, a part of the troops were removed to the northern fi·ontier, and 
stationed by the Commanding General of the army in a manner to afford 
protection to that p Jrt of the country. It was hoped that the good sense and 
respeet for the laws which characterize the American people would have 
rendered unnecessary auy coercive measures to restrain them from taking 
part in the disturbances of Lower Canada. But I regret to say that not 
only have the citizens of the United States living on that frontier aided the 
feeble efforts of the Canadians, which can terminate only in their misery 
aud destruction, but others bordering on Upper Carmda, where no dispo-
sition to revolt is known to P.Xist, are banded together in secret societies for 
the express purpose of invading the province of a friendly power, which, 
but for this unjustifiable interference, would remain in peace and tran-
quillity. '1'he means used are as reprehensible as the end proposed is nefa-
rious; and it is a subject of regret with this department that it has not at 
its disposal a sufficient number of regular troops effectively to guard this 
extensive frontier from all attempts, on the part of our fellow-citizeus, tend-
ing either to disturb the peace of Upper Canada, or to succor the insurgents 
in the lower province-attempts which can ouly lead to the discomfiture 
and death of the parties immediately engaged in their execution, and to the 
shame and sorrow of those who, by thoughtlessly encouraging these acts, 
have pro::luced such fearful consequences. 
In compliance with the expressed wish of Congress, the northern and 
northwestern frontiers have been reconnoitred by two able and experienced 
officers of engineers, and the result of their observations will be laid before 
Congress as soon as the report of the proceedings is received. 
It will be seen, from the accompanying report oftbe Chief Engineer, that 
the delay attending the appropriations for the military and civil works under 
the superintendence of that department until the close of the last session of 
Congress, occasioned the temporary suspension of those works durjng a great 
part of the season for efficient operations. 
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By my direction, the board of engineers proceeded to examine the works 
at Fort Delaware. Their report is herewith submitted. 'rhe purchase of 
the island on which this important work is situated, is again earnestly re-
commended to the attention of the Government. 
'l1he operations at Fort .Monroe have been commenced according to the 
intention of Congress, and will be prosecuted without interruption nntil the 
worl:s are completed. Measures have been taken to obtain the title to the 
land on which this fort is situated, and to effect the purchase of the bridge 
connecting it with the mainland, as authorized by Congress. 
In compliance with the recommendation of the board of engineers, by 
whom an examination of Fort Calhoun was made in September, 1837, the 
mass of materials which had been heaped upon the foundation to produce 
a settlement, and afterwards removed, is in the course of being replaced. It 
is proposed now to postpone the erection of the superstructure until these 
foundations have attained their final subsidence. 
'fhe appropriation for Charleston harbor was intended exclusively for the 
protection of Sullivan's island, and measures have been taken by the officer 
of engineers, under whose general superintendence it is, to apply the funds to 
that purpose. As soon as the services of an officer of experience can be 
made avaliable, there will be one stationed permanently in this harbor. 
By direction of this department, several of the civil works, formerly under 
the superintendence of the military, have bten transferred to the topographi-
cal engineers. 
Since the last report, the great task of removing the raft in the Red river 
has been completed. 'T'he formation of a new raft, <"n the site of the old 
one, has been a serious ineonvenience, but it is hoped the navigation will 
be re-opened very soon after the commencement of the working season; the 
boats for this purpose have been already despatched to tbe river. The for-
mation of this new obstruction supports the views expressed in the last an-
nual report, and shows the necessity of keeping a boat constantly at work 
upon the river for several seasons to come. 
The detailed survey of the mouths d the Mississippi, referred to in the 
last report, is now nearly completed, and will be submitted, at an early day, 
to the board of engineers. Their plan of amelioration, if sanctioned by the 
department, will then be carried into immediate execution. 
On the Upper Mississippi, the water has been so high as to prevent all 
work. 
By the increase of the corps of engineers at the lust session of Congress, 
the several works of the department will soon be more immediately under 
the control of the Government officers; the change cannot, however, take 
place immediateLy, as, in conformity with my views: explained in my report 
of last year, an addition of five young officers only has as yet been made: 
and the remaining vacancies it is proposed to fill annual! y by selections 
from the highest graduates ofthe Military Academy. 
The officer of engineers in charge of the Military Aeademy having ap-
plied to be relie,'ed, Major Delafield, of the corps, has l.;ccn ordered in his 
place. 
The necessity of horses and instruction in the cavalry exercise, now that 
the cavalry has become a component arm of the service, is evident; and 
until regular provision for this purpose can be made by law, it is proposed 
to replace the nrtillery detachment, now there, by one of dragoon privates, 
which \vould procure for the cadets tLe use of the horses. I would 
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urgently recommend that the instruc.tor of o.rtillery and the assistant pro-
fesf;or of history, geography, and ethics, be placed by law upon the same 
footing as other assistant professors at the academy. 'I'he French classes 
are very much in need of instructors, ancl none are known in the line of 
the army qualified for the task. I therefore recommend that authority be 
given to appoint two citizens with moderate salaries for that purpose. 
The large building, containing an exercise hall, recitation rooms, and 
quarters for unmarried officers, so long wanted at the academy, is finished, 
and now jn use. Since the last report the building containing the library, 
chemical laboratory, and philosophical and engineering rooms, has been 
destroyed by fire. 1.'he appropriation of the last session to replace this, 
would have been applied sooner; but before determining on sites for the 
n v buildings it is proposed to adopt the suggestion of the boarg of visiters 
of 1837, viz: to appoint a board of competent engineers to determine, in 
conjunction with the superintendent: a general plan for thp, public build-
ings at the academy. Many of the present bnildings are entirely unfit for 
the pnrposes to which they are applied, and must, eventually, come down; 
and the position of each new one authorized should have reference to the 
system of future constructions. 
\Vhile treating this subject it becomes my duty to bring to your notice 
the dilapidated condition of oue of the barracks. This building js literally 
worn out, and in so decayed and corrupted a state as seriously to endanger 
the safety and health of the cadets. Its removal and re-construction will 
enter into the plan to be presented by 1he board for the arrangement of the 
public buildings at \Vest Point. 'rhe system here snggested, of presenting, 
before any public works are commenced, a well digested plan for such 
enlargements and improvements as the increase of our population and the 
fnture wants of the country may require, has been generally adopted and 
will be hereafter persevered in, so that the present constructions will all be 
erected jn conformity with, and in furtherance of, a general plan. At the 
same time the department has adopted regulations to govern the engineer, 
quartermaster's, and ordnance departments in the construction of the build-
ings under their superintendence, so as to avoid all unnecessary extrava-
g<1nce, and at the same time sec:ure solidity, uniformity, and durability. 
For the more efficient and economical administration of the Engineer De-
partment, iu many respects the most important branch of the military service, 
I beg leave respectfully to snggest that an inspector of fortifications ought to be 
appointed, with such additional rank and emoluments as will immre respect 
to the officer of engineers who shnll be selected to perform that duty, and 
defray the additional expenses which must necessarily be incurred during 
the extensive tours of duty he would be ca1led npon to make. Experience 
bas proved that this duty can only be discharged by an officer of this corps, 
and the important nature of the works, on the solidity and durability of 
which so much of the safety and honor of the country may depend, re-
qnires a vigilant and frequent inspection of them, during the progress of 
their construction, and recommends tbis measure to the favorable conside-
ration of the Legislature. 
The ordnance corps has been increased agreeably to the provisions of the 
late law. 
'rhe opern.tions of that branch of the service have been conducted with 
intelligence and activity, and some progress has been made in digesting a 
general system by which they will hereafter be regulated: a series of ex~ 
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periments have been ordered, which will determine the precise character of 
the field and heavy artillery, and it is then proposed to arm the artillery re · 
giments, which fmve hitherto acted as infantry, when in the field, with their 
prope·r arm. There is not at presc:nt a complete train of artillery for a sin-
gle one of the four regitnents in the service; and I beg leave to suggest the 
necessity of an appropriation ior the pu~pose of furni&lling the number of 
pieces requireq to arm the existing regit ents properly, as well as to furnish 
batteries for two battalions of light artillery. I wonld respectfully reco'm-
mend the establishment of a rocket brigade. These projectiles have lately 
been brought to great perfection ·n Europe, and are now regarded as a for-
midable addition the efficiency of their armies. That of the United States, 
~ although comparatively so small, should not be entirely deficient in any 
one of the elements which go to make up the power and efficiency of the 
best consfituted armies of·Enrope. \Vith four regiments of artillery, we 
are nearly without field pieces and trains; we are without light artillery" 
altognther, and have yet to learn its management; m1d we are entirely ig--
norant of the use of so formidable a weapon as the rocket. These deficien-
cies in an arm which, in modern warfare, produces the most decisive results, 
ought to be remedied without delay. 
It is obviously of the first importance that the artillery and munitions 
of war furnished to the troops should be fabricated and p ·epared on 
uniform system, according to established patterns; and the first step to-
wards this object is to prepare drawings of all the parts of such a system in 
the utmost detail. To accomplish this, it is intended to detail for this espel'ial . 
duty three competent officers, with the requisite number of draughtsmen, 
the result of whose labors, aft r due revision and approval by the Secretary 
of 'N ar, shall be conformed to in the Ordnance Department; the atterns 
thus established not to be changed, without the sanction of the same au-
thority by which they were approved. 
An estimate for the small sum required to cover the expense incidental 
to such an arrangement, is embraced in the general estimate of this depart-
ment for the ensuing year. 
I cannot forbear to repeat the recommendations made in my last annual 
report, for the establishment of a national foundry and powder rpanufactory, 
and the erection of a manufactory of small arms west of the Alleghany 
mountains, upon the plan therein proposed. 'rhe armory and nwnnfac-
tory at H~rper's Ferry, which is conducted with great ability by its prP-sent 
superintendent, Colonel Lucas, requires considerable alterations and re-
pairs. The temporary work shops erected there are altogether insufficient, 
and now that the usefulness of this establishment is placed beyond doubt, 
permanent buildings ought to be substituted, agreeably to some well digest· 
ed plan, both as to their construction and position. Permission has been 
granted by the department to the Baltimore ancl"Obio Railroad Company 
to run their road through the lands belonging to the United States at this 
place: passing aloQ.g the line of the workshops, from whence the company 
have the option of choosing either of two routes, the one leading along the 
wall of the canal, and the other by the hill side. The former would have 
been the most advantageous to the United States, as the company's works 
would have strengthened the wall, which is very defective, and requires 
such extensive repairs that it will probably be necessary to re -build it alto-
gether; but the difference of expense to the company was represented by 
the estimates of the cost of both routes to be so great, upwards of $50,000, 
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that the river route conld not 'be i{}sisted upon withont the United States 
paying a part or the whole of it. The department had no authority 
to make such an arrangement without the previous consent of Congre~s, 
and therefore granted the option to the company. It is understood, how-
ever, by the parties to the contract, that upon Congres~ desiring that the 
river line should be adopted, it may be done on Government agreeing to 
pay the difference of ~xpense bet we n the two routes. 
Reflection anu experience confirm the view taken in the last annual re-
port from this department, on the policy of selling the mineral lands be-
longing to the United States. rrheir ret ntion in the hands of Government 
presents an insuperable obstacle to the exploration of the mines, and im-
pedes the natural progress of that portion of the country. 
The corps of topographical engineers has been increased, agreeably to 
the act of the last session, with the exception of the officers whose no min a-
tious were not acted n pon by the Senate, and whose places could not, there-
fore, be ~upplied. "\Vith few exceptions, the civil works under the charge 
of the military engineers have been transferred to this corps, and a system 
has been adopted which, when fully carried in effect, cannot fail to pro-
duce the most salutary results. The ~veral portions of the country where 
these works are being carried on, are divided into districts of limited ex-
tent, and officers are permanently assigned to them; by this method time 
is saved: and much useless expense av01ded, as well as better information 
acquired. Over these limited commands a system of snpervision and in-
spectorship is exercised by the older officers, by means of which their supe-
rior h-r10wledge and experience are brought in aid of all the plaNs, estimates, 
and constructions. 
rrhe officers of the corps wh() are employed in the snpet:intendence of 
works carried on by corporations and States, of which there are but four, 
are gradually being withdrawn, according to the provisions of thP. law reg-
ulating the establishment of the army, aud they will all be placed on na-
tional works as soon as it can be done without injury to those they are now 
conducting. 
~"'he duties enjoined upon the department by resolutions of Congress, _or-
dermg certa~n surveys, have not been performed for want of means to de-
fray the necessary expenses. 'l"'hese are paid invariably from special appro-
priations applicable to each object, or out of the usual annual appropriation 
of thirty thousand dollars for military surveys, which was withheld this 
year. Uwiug to this cause the following surveys have been omitted: 1.,11at 
of the rrennessee river from its mouth to the highest point of steamlt>at 
navigation; of Elizabeth river, from the outlet of the Dismal Swamp ca-
nal to Sewall' . point; of Annapolis harbor; that from the harbor of Nor-
folk, Virgin~(~to Charleston, South Carolina, in reference to inland steam-
boat navi~· .. ~ion. Partial appropriations were made for a survey of the Des 
.Moines n.~d Iowa rivers, and it is intended to commence the work early 
in ths ttring. These appropriations are, however, quite inadequate, and I 
would respectfully suggest that they be, in all such cases, based upon esti-
mateS' furnished by this department. Great delay and expense would be 
a oi ;led by this procedure, for it not unfreqnently happens that the appro-
i tion is exhausted, just as the I?en and materials .are collected on the 
• .... pot to proceed to work, and the former have to be discharged for want of 
funds to continue them in the service. 
It is deemed very important that tbe annual appropriation for military 
surveys should be made. We are still lamentably ignorant of the geography 
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and resources of our country; and it is essential to its defence, as well as 
to its improvement, that the boundaries, the course of the rivers, the size 
and form and obstacles to navigation of the lakes, and the direction and 
height of the mountains should be accurately determined and delineated. 
Much has been done during the last two years towards the attainment of 
this important branch of knowledge; at least one hundred points of lati-
tude, and eighty of longitude, have been accurately established, and the 
whole country west of the Mississippi, and north of the Missouri, has been 
surveyed and delineated. The military reconnaissances made in Florida 
have enabled the department to present a tolerably accurate map of the 
interior of that Territory, whicb has been engraved by order of Congress. 
An accurate map was made of the country lately occupiecl by the Chero-
kees, when it was supposed that it might become the theatre of military 
operations; and there exist in the Topographical Bureau all the materials 
collected by its officers in the military and other surveys ordered by Oon-
~ress. I earnestly recommend, therefore, that the usual nnnunJ appropria-
tions for the military and other surveys be continued, in order that these 
usefnl operations may be proeeeded with, and especially that complete 
hydrographical surveys may be made of the lakes. 
The singular and important discrepancies which have been brought to 
my noticiJ in existing charts of Delaware bay, wonld seem to call for im-
mediate attention to that important estuary. Its survey may be considered 
as belonging to the survey of the const, now being made under Mr. 
Hassler. But it would probably facilitate his operations, and the sooner 
give to commerce the advantages of a correct chart of this bay, if it were 
immediately attended to under a special appropriation. There being an 
officer of the corps of topographical engineers already on duty in that 
quarter, with a proper understanding between the Topographical Bureau 
and Mr. Hassler, the work might be done the earlier under the former, and 
with all reqnisite connexion with the great and highly interesting opern.-
twns of the latter. 
I would recommend, likewise, that a survey be made of the country be-
tween the Neenah or Fox: and the ""\Visconsin rivers, wlth a view of estab-
lishing a water communication from Lake Michigan to the Mississippi 
river, which would be in the highest degree important to this department 
in time of war, and useful for the transportation of supplies irr time of peace. 
'rhe· report of the Surgeon General sbows the extent of usefulness and 
the great efficiency of the department under his immediate superintendence. 
The severe examination to which applicants for admission to the medical 
staff of the army are subjected, has secured the services of men of a high 
order of talents and attainments; while the method introdn ~d i uto the ad-
ministration of all it.s operations has produced great econo?1· y ~s well as 
activity and fidelity in the discharge of the duties of this brancl:'Sf the ser-
vice. The great e'(tent to whici1 these duties have lately been enlarged, by 
the increase of the army and its operations in the field, the emplo:,rrnent of 
militia, and the augmentation oft le number of permanent posts, renders it 
necessary that au additional clerk should be employed in the office of the 
Surgeon General, in order to aid in the settlement of its accounts; t).f..d I 
respectfullv recommend that the addition be made. 
'fhe Quartermaster's Department, and that of the Commissary of Sub-
sistence, have been increased agreeably to the net of Co:~gress, and the 
duties of both these branches of the public service have been discharged 
with intelligence and activity. 
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rrhe duties of the Paymaster's Department have been discharged with 
sino-ular fidelity, and, in justice to the officers engaged in their performance, 
I b~g leave to suggest the propriety and usefulness of creating an inter-
veniug grade between the Paymaster General and the paymasters; that of 
assistant Paymaster General, with the pay and emoluments of lieutenant 
colonel. 'rhe good of this valuable branch of the public service would be 
much promoted by such a measure. A provision was struck out of the 
bill for the increase and organization of the army, for giving a small percent-
age on disbursements to officers engaged in paying the militia. The pecu-
liar and embarrassing nature of this service, which occasions unavoidable 
losses, would seem to render such a provision just and proper. 
It will be seen by the report of the Commissioner of Pensions, that the 
number of persons on the pension rolls amounts to forty-one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy; that there have been fourteen hundred and 
sixty-one deaths during the year ending the 30th of September last, and the 
addition to the pension rolls in the same year has been two thousand th'ree 
hundred and fifty-four. The addition to the list of widows' pensions, will 
iucrease the expenditure about $1,372,000, and to meet payments now due, 
the sum of$245,000 will be immediately required, as no appropriation has 
yet been made for paying the pensions granted by the act of July 7, 1838. 
Arrears are, therefore, due all such pensioners as have been entered on the 
rolls under this act. These arrears will be due on the 31st of December 
next, and justice to the claimants requires that an early appropriation should 
be made for their payment. 
I respectfully recommend that the early attention of Congress should be 
called to the compensation to be granted to pension agents for discharging 
the duties of their office. The performance of these duties is attended 
with labor and expense and very considerable responsibility, and it is unjust 
to exact it from any one without remuneration. The agents have been in-
duced to continue to pay the pensioners in the expectation that an act would 
be passed for their relief. If this is not done, this department will find it 
utterly impracticable any longer to execute the pension laws. 
Connected with this subject is the inconvenience which has been expe- l ., 
rienced in carrying into effect the provisions of the law passed at the last 
session, providing that the amounts of pensions unclaimed for a certain pe-
riod after becoming due aad payable, shall be paid only at the Treasury. 
rrhe operation of this law has proved very harrassing to the accounting 
officers charged with the duty it enjoins, and very inconvenient to the pen-
sioner. The period of eight months fixed by it for the unclaimed pension 
funds to be returned to the Treasury and to be claimed here and drawn out 
through the Pension Office and that of the 'rhird Auditor, is too short. 
Small pensioners living at a distance from the agency were in the habit of 
going there not oftener than once a year, whereas they are now obliged to 
go there more frequently, to their great inconvenience, or to employ an 
agent to receive their pensions either at the nearest agency or at Washing· 
ton. The great burden thrown upon the office of the Third Auditor by 
that law, w1ll be better understood by the letter of that officer herewith 
submitted. 
I beg leave again to call your attention to the subject of frauds and im-
positions practised both upon the Government and the ignorant and unwary 
pensioners, whereby the benevolent intentions of Cono-ress towards the vet-
erans of the revolution and the sufferers by the late ~ar, are frustrated by 
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unprincipled and designing meB. The 1aw passed July 7, 1838, will occa-
sion an expenditure of about a million and a half of dollars in the year 
1839, and it is to be feared that not more than one--half of that sum will 
reach the objects whose distresses it was intended to relieve; the rest will, 
too probably, be swallowed up by usurious agents, or wrested from the de-
partment by fraudulent applications. These practices ought to be checken 
by a law imposing a severe penalty upon persons who are found guilty of 
them. 
Independently of the removal of the Cherokees, the operations of the 
Indian Department within the last year have been extensive and important. 
The entire Creek nation, with the exception of a small number of fugitives 
among the Cherokees and Seminoles, has emigrated and formed perrnanent 
sett]ements beyond the 1\iissouri river. Of the Chickasaws, not more 
than two hundred remain east of the Mississippi. It is estimated that 
about three thousand Choctaws still live in their old country: and they wHl 
probably continue there, until the titles set up by them to reserves under the 
treaty of 1830, are satisfactorily adjusted. By the interposition of the au-
thorities of the State of Indiana, nearly all the Pottawatamies residing 
within its limits have recently been removed. 'rhe emigration of the Otta-
was, Chippewas, and Pottawatamies in Illinois, has progressed slowly; near-
ly fifteen hundred yet remain there. A small band of Appalachicolas has 
been removed. About four hundred Seminoles emigrateLt in 1836, and fif-
teen hundred in 1837 and 1838 ; the military movements for the removal of 
the residue still continue to be vigorously prosecuted, as has already been 
explained. At the close of the present season, there will be in the States 
and Territories about twenty-two thousand Indians, who, it is desirable, 
should be removed a~ early as practicable to the west. They are the New 
York Indians, the Wyandots in Ohio, the Miamies in Indiana, the Ottawa~, 
Chippewas, andPottawatamiesinillinois; the Winnebagoesand Menomonies 
in Wisconsin, the Ottawas and Chippewas in Michigan, and the Seminoles 
in Florida. in compliance with the resolution of the Senate, conditionally 
ratifying the treaty with the New York Indians, that instrument and the 
amendments to it have been submitted to them for their assent, and that of 
all the bands, except the Senecas: has been obtained ; and it is believed that 
these will not withhold their assent eventually. There is reason to believe 
that a treaty of cession and removal may soon be effected with the .Miamies, 
which will relieve the State of Indiana from the incumbrance of'its Indian 
population. An exploring party of Winnebagoes has been authorized to 
visit the region beyond the Missouri, and but little doubt is entertained that 
they will there find a tract of country suited to their habits and wants. 
Similar parties of Ottawas and Chippewas, and of the Chippewas of 
Saginaw, have examined the same section of country, and found locations 
with which they believe their people will be satisfied. There are conflicting 
parties among the Wyandots, which render the completion of any thing 
more than an arrangement for partial removal improbable at present. 'rhe 
information received from the Menomonies holds out the prospect that a treaty 
might be made with them for the relinquishment of their possessions in 
Wisconsin, should Congress authorize the measure. · 
Commissioners have been appointed to examine claims, for the payment 
of which provision was made in the treaties with the Miamies, the Chip-
pewas, the Sioux, the Sacs and Foxes, and the "\'Vinnebagoes, ratified at the 
last session1 and instructions i"s t.ed for the execution of other stipulations 
, 
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in them. The commissiOners intrusted with the duties of carrying into 
effect the treaty with the Cherokees of 1835, have steadily pursued their 
labors. It is supposed that all the claims, except those for reservations, 
have been investigated. .M.ore than one million of dollars have been paid 
to them and their creditor5 in the ceded ,country, and upwards of one mil-
lion have been remitted, to be paid to them on th~ir arrival west, on account 
of claims allowed in their favor. In conformity with the treaty, a patent 
has been issued, and will be shortly transmitted to them, for the thirteen 
million six hundred thousand acres set apart for them, and they wili have 
individual and national wealth sufficient to insure their prosperity. The 
commissioners who were selected to examine claims to reserves under the 
14th article of the treaty with the Choctaws of 1830, had made considerable 
progress, when their appointments were terminated by the expiration t>f the 
law on the 1st of August last. 'rhe final adjustment of these claims is 
important to the inhabitants of the State of Mississippi, and to the Indians 
who remain among them; to the former as a measure essential to the settle-
ment of land titles, and to the latter as conducive to their removal and 
union with their countrymen, who are making rapid advances in wealth 
and improvement. It is, therefore, respectfully re<:ommended that the com-
mission be renewed at an early day. rrhe stipulations in the treaty with the 
Chickasaws, which were to be executed east of the Mississippi, have b~n 
nearly fulfilled. About two hundred reserves are yet to be located, and, 
of those located, about two hundred to be sold. It is estimated that the 
proceeds of future sales will be sufficient to pay their debts, and to de-
fray the expenses of their removal and subsistence. They will then have 
a national fund of two millions of do!Iars, yieldir~g them an annual 
income of one huHdred thousand dollars, a sum adequate to all their possible 
wants. 
Of the emigrated tribes, all the accounts that have been received are en-
corraging. The recently emigrated Creeks have formed agricultural and 
traling establishments, and found, in the comfort around them, and the pros· 
pet of individual wealth before them, the strongest inducement to cultivate 
frmdly relations with their brethren, with other tribes, and with the United 
Sttes. The council convened by the Cherokees had no object unfriendly 
tcour people or Government. This belief originated from a misapprehen-
sjn of the condition and temper of these Indians. It is not probable that 
tbse who emigrated many years since, and from whom the call of the 
onncil proceeded, would jeopard their whole property, the farms, the stock, 
ncl merchandise they possess, and the large annuities they receive from 
e United States, for the gratification of commencing a war which they could 
ot be ignorant must terminate in their utter destruction. It appears,41rom 
ubsequent information, that the Cherokees hold an annual council for the 
purposes of legislation, and that in order to revive an ancient association of 
the tribes, formed for the preservation of peace among themselves, they in-
vited, in 1837, the Creeks, Senecas, and others to meet them, m~d in 1838 
renewed their invitations, and extended them to mote distant nations. They 
applied, in some instances, to the United States officers to write letters of 
invitation, and their request was complied with : and where the wampum 
was sent: that symbol contained no red beads or other warlike tokens. Not-
withstanding, however, the peaceful appearances which characterized these 
preliminaries, some of the more northern tribes suspected the object €Jf the 
council to be hostile to the whites, and refused to attend : the same opinion 
• 
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might naturally have been entertained by the officers of Government at dis-
tant posts, but it would have been imprudent to have acted upon such sus-
picions, To preserve our influence over the Indians we must abstain from 
all unnecessary interference in their local affairs. To disturb their councils, 
or to attempt to overawe their proceedings by an armed force, might excite 
unfriendly feelings, and tend to produce the very evil the Government is so 
anxious to avoid. Nor could such an interposition have led to the discovery 
of the designs of the counciL If the views of that body had been hostile, 
and the occasion of the representatives of so many tribes being assembled 
had been deemed a fitting one to consult on warlike measures, those consul-
tations would haVf~ been secret, and the presence of our troops would have 
only led them to conceal their designs still more deeply. 
Sinoe this event the department has again been called upon by the 
Commanding General of the western division of the army to furnish ad-
ditional troops to guard the southwestern frontier from apprehended attaeks 
from the Indians inhabiting Texas ; circumstances having led to the belief 
that these Indians had been excited by the Mexican authorities to attack 
the Texans. This call increased the vigilance of the department, and in-
quirit>s were instituted which did not elicit any information that would have 
justified me in recommending such a draught of militia as was proposed, to 
aid the regular force on that frontier. 'rhe Indians within the territory 
of dte United States have been warned that they will not be permitted to 
take part in any contest between Mexico and 'l..,exas, or to pass into the 
territory of the latter with hostile intent; and that the amount of their 
annuitie.s will be stopped if they disobey this order, without prejudice to 
other measures which will be taken to enforce its observance. 
Upon the first receipt of the intelligence of the appearance of the 
small pox among the tribes on the Missouri river, supplies of money 
and of vaccine matter were liberally furnished; the employment of phy-
sicians was authorized, and instructions given for the immediate and 
thorough vaccination of the Indians. The reports, thus far, do not show 
satisfactorily to what extent this duty has been performed. 
The subject of our Indian affairs, confessedly the most difficult and 
complicated under the supervision of this department, being the last 
year entirely new to me, I forbore to suggest any changes in their man-
agement; but subsequent experience and reflection have convinced me 
that the present system is defective, and that the evils which spring 
from it will not be remedied by the measures heretofore recommended, 
nor by the bill which, at the last session of Congress, received the sanction 
of one branch of the Legislature. It is unnecessary, however, to discuss 
the d cts or merits of this bill, because the preliminary condition to its 
being carried into execution-the previous consent of the tribes-cannot 
be complied with. The Choctaws and Cherokees have expressed their 
unwillingness to enter into the confederation, or to adopt the form of gov-
ernment th~ bill proposes. If even the most insignificant changes in the 
settled forms of government require to be considered with great care, how 
much more ,cautious ought we to be in any attempts to introduce those 
forms among a people who have hitherto lived with scarcely any knowledge 
of them ! I would recommend, as the first step, that the tribes should be 
encouraged to adopt a system of self-government adapted to their wants 
and co~ditiop, with which there should be as little interference on our part 
as possible ; and that their chiefs be invited to attend an annual council, at 
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which the agents of Government and the commanding officer of the nearest 
station should he present. In this manner the Government would exercise 
a salutmy influence over them, become acquainted with their wants, and 
heal their differences with each other. It appears to me, likewise, that the 
Indian agents should not be attached to any one tribe, as experience proves 
that they become so identified with those whose peculiar interests are con-
fided to th eir care, that they imbibe their prejudices and espouse their quar-
rels. It 011ght to be in the power of Government to change their residP,nce 
from time to time, and by assembling them once a year in general council 
with the chiefs of all the tribes, they will understabd and seek to promote 
the general interests of the red men. 
I \vouJd recommend that the system hitherto pursued for the education 
of the lndians1 by ·which alone their civilization can be effected, be changed. 
At present the Indian youth receives an education which is altogether use-
less to him when he retnrns to his home in the western wilds. He can 
read, write, and cipher, nnd in his native village there are no books to read, 
no writing-s required, and none but the most simple accounts kept; such 
as are reckoned on the fingers and notched on a stick. He has acquired 
no knowledge which can be nsefnlly applied for his own benefit or for that 
of his people; and be has forgotten how to trap and hunt. As a matter of 
course, then, he and his acquisitions are despised, and the half educated 
savage too often becomes a profligate and drunk<1n vagabond. The remedy 
for this evil appears to me to be the introduction of manual labor schools, 
where the Indian, at the same time that he receives the rudiments of edu-
cation and is taught the christian faith, \Vill acquire some knowledge of 
farming and of the useful arts, which will secure to him the admiration 
and gratitude of his countrymen on his return among them, and enable 
him, not only to n~IJder them th e most essential services, but to teach them 
by his example the vast advantages to be derived from knowledae, and in-
duce them to become a civilized community. 
0 
The important interests involved in the proper administration of Indian 
afii.tirs; and the g reat distance of the theatre of their management from the 
supervisory power at 'Vashington, reqnire, in my opinion, that there 
should be nttached to the office of tbe commissioner an inspector charged 
to visit, from time to time, the stations of the disbursing officers and Indian 
agents; inspect their books, examine into their proceedings, view the con-
dition of tl:e different tribes, and furnish such a report as will enable the 
department to correct abuses, to understand and provide for the wants of • 
the Iudians: ~nd generally, to extend over the whole matter a more com-
plete supervision than has heretofore been found practicable. By stu:h 
means, in conjnnction with u more liberal- policy towards the interpreters, 
who exercise great influence over the Indians; by a proper attent:i\)n to the 
chiefs, through whom alone the people can be approached, and who ought, 
by every fair means, to be conciliated and attached to the United States; and 
by the co-operation of the traders, whom I have always found ready to lend 
their aid to the Government, reasonable hopes mny be entertained of ex-
tending the blessings aud advantages of christianity and civilization to the 
Indian race. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
J. R. POINSETT. 
To the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
8 
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No. 1. 
UEPORT OF THE MAJOR GENERAL OF THE AR.vlY. 
HEAD QuARTERs OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, November 2~, 1838. 
81 R: In conformity with instructions received from the \Vat· Depart-
ment, dated on the 25th of September, 1838, I have the honor to present 
the following statements and retnrns : 
1st. A statement showing the organization of the army, marked Ll\. 
2d. A general return of the army, marked B. 
3d. Oistribnrion of the troops in the eastern divis.on, marked C. 
4th. Distribution of the troops in the western division, marked D. 
5th. A return showing the number of troops nnder the comma.Id of 
Brigadier General Taylor, serving in I,,lorida against the Seminole Indians, 
marked I. 
6th. A statement showing the number of recruits enlisted in the army 
from the 1st Jannary, 183S, marked E. 
Since my last annual report the army has been actively employed, in 
various quarters, and in various ways. Although it is not in my pmver to 
state thnt the war in Florida, against the Seminole Indians, has been 
brought to a close, there is every probability, frum the extreme misery to 
which the Indians have bren reduced, and the indications they have mani-
fested to surrender, that the war will not be of long continuance. A report 
of the operations in Florida, np to the close of the command of Major Gen-
eral Jesup, has been made to yon by that officer, nnd was laid before Con-
gress at its last session, and printed by the authority of that body. 
Previously to his withdrawal from the command in Florida, General 
Jesup reported that active operations would necessarily cease by the 30th 
of April, in consequence of the climate, and that a portion of the troops 
would be available, duriug the unhealihy season, for service elsewhere; 
orders were therefore given for the four regiments of artillery~ acting as 
infimtry, and one regiment of infantry, to march into the Cherokee country 
and report to Major General Scott, to be employed, if necessary, in obliging 
the Cherolmes to fulfil their treaty stipulations in reference to their removal 
to the country allotted to them, west of the Mississippi. 
Upon the retii·ng of General Jesup from Florid&, Brigadier General 
Taylor, the officer next in rank there, was assigned to the command. At 
the close of the campaig-n, nearly all the volunteer force in !<...,lorida wai:) 
discharged, leaving in that Territory the whole of the 2d regiment of 
dragoons, the 1st and 6th regiments of infantry, a 1d some Florida volun-
teers. This force v,ras distribnted among the principal depots, aud tne 
stations along the borders of the settlements, to guard the supplies and 
afford protection to the inhabitants, most of the interior posts being aban·. 
d01 ed; experience having shown that they could not be occupied curipg 
the summer and p::trt of the autumn, without great sacrifice of life. 0u rii1g 
the past summer, although the troops were kept in cantinual motion, the 
[ 1 ] 116 
enemy, scattered in small bands, succeeded in committing several murders, 
which, on a line of frontier so extensive, could scarcely have been pre-
vented. 
In the month of April, a battalion of the 6th regiment of infantry was 
sent from Tampa to St. Marks) to preVfmt a junction between some Creek 
Indians, who had crossed the Appalachicola, and the Seminoles, and to 
emigrate the Creeks, if possible. A few of these Creeks are in our pos-
session, but the most of them are still in the swamps of the Appalachicola 
and Ocklockonne rivers. 
On the 6th of June General Taylor shipped from Tampa, for their new 
homes, 3t)2 Indians and negroes, retaining 46 for runners and guides. 
'I'he General reports the mtuder of Hallee Hadjo and four other Semi-
noles, by the Nlickasukees, to whom they were sent by General Jesnp. In 
the same month 38 Seminoles delivered themselves to the commanding 
officer at Fort King. In the middle of the month: General Taylor re-
ports the war with the Seminoles as drawing to a close; but that the 1\iick-
asukee and Tallahassee bands, with the refngec Creeks, are more hostile 
than ever. They number between 400 and 500 warriors, and are dis-
persed in small parties over an immense country. In the beginning of 
June it was ascertained that a party of Indians had entered the Ockefino-
kee swamp, in Georgin, and had committed some murders in that State. 
Five companies of regular troops and one of Georgia volunteers were 
marched to that quarter, to afford protection to the inhabitants, and, if pos-
sible, to dislodge the enemy; besides which, the Governor of Georgia, at 
his suggestion, was authorized by the \Var Department to call into ser-
vice a regiment of militia, for the better protection of the exposed settle-
ments. On the 21st of September, the General was visited at Tampa by 
the principal chiefs of the 'l'allahassees, with several sub-chiefs, who pro-
fessed to be anxious for peace, and pledged themselves to come in for emi-
gration by the 20th of October, and to bring in with them their people, and 
to send runners to the Ockufinokee swamp to get the fugitive Creeks, said 
to be 22 in number, to join them. It was the opinio~ of the General at 
thut time, that there was decidedly a better feeling among the Indians, as 
re.gards emigration, than had been manifested since his arrivnl in Florida. 
Early in October, the General repaired to the Appalachicola river, with a 
view of obliging the Appalachicola Indians to fnlfil their promise of re-
mm:ing to the west; and also to take measures to get in the fugitive Creeks 
secreted in that section of the country. On the 20th of the month, the 
day stipnlatecl, he succeeded in embarking the whole of the Appalachicola 
Indians on board of a steamboat, for their new homes. He, however1 
gained uo intelligence respecting the fugitive Creeks. On the 30th of Oc-
tober, the General reports from Fort Harlee, on his way to Tampa Bay, 
that he had received letters from that place which he could rely on, of the 
most satisfactory character, as to a portion of the hostile Indians coming in 
for emigration. This information did not prevent the contemplated move-
ments of the troops into the country, and the occupancy of such positions 
us would tend to hasten the surrender of the Indians still remaining there. 
Two of the regiments of artillery, and one regiment and one battalion of 
infantry have been ordered to reinforce the army in Florida, and two 
hundred and forty-seven recruits are now on the way to Tampa, by the 
Mississippi route. The force in Florida may, therefore, be computed at 
about 3,240 regulars, and 370 militia. (See table marked I.) 
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Colonel Lindsay, of the $econcl regiment of artillery, who was in com. 
mand of the forces assembled in the Cherokee country at the dttte of my 
last report, continued on that duty until early in April, when .Major General 
Scott assumed, by order of the \Var Department, the direction of aff:.tirs in 
that quarter. 
1'he Cherokees were required, by their treaty stipubtions, to commence 
emigrating to the west of tho Mississippi on the 23d of l\lay; but it being 
apprehended that they wonld not commence their removal at the time 
stipulated, unless compelled to do so, a strong regular force was assembled 
in their conn try and placed at the disposal of General Scott, who was also 
authorized to call on the Governors of the States interested in the removal 
of the Cheroh:ees, for such militia force as he mi~ht deem necessary, not 
exceeding four thousand men. The disposition which the General made of 
his troops was such as to convince the Indiaus of his determination to en-
force the terms of the treaty; and relying on the dispo::-ition of the General 
to oblige thern to yield to those terms, as well as on his disposition to protect 
them in their persons and property, the Cherokees submitted to his di-
rection, and peaceatly departed for the country allotte<.l to them ie the \vest, 
as fast as circumstances would permit. 
In the mouth of Janllary, information was received that unlawful combi-
nations of persons on onr northern froutiers were forming for the purpose 
of interfering with the Government of Canada, and joining with the disaf-
fected in that couutry in endeavoring to subvert the existiug Govemm nt, 
in violation of the treaty of peace between the United States and Great Bri-
tain. It being deemed necessary, on account of these combinations, to seud 
a military force to the frontier to g11ard against an infraction of thn treaty, 
.'Major General Scott was directed to proceed to Buffalo, and to take the di-
rection of afl~1irs along the frontier ; and there being no other disposable 
regular troops, the recmits in depot were formed into lletacb ments and forth-
with despatched to the frontiers. On General Scott's arrival on the Niagara, 
he found the line guarded by abont sixteen hundred militia of the State of 
New York, called out l1y order of the Governor, a thousand of which vcrc 
received into the United States service; bnt subsequently, with the exception 
of a few companies, discharged. \Vith Brigadier General Brady on the 
Detroit frontier and Brigadier General 'Vool on the Champlain and Ver-
mont frontiers, and with tbe assistance of the r.ivil authorities and the offi. 
cers of the revenue, General Scott, aided by Colonel VVorth and ·Major 
Young, was enabled to fmstrate every open attempt to violate our frieudl j 
relations on the border. Too much praise cannot be bestowed upon the 
officers and soldiers, and others .engaged in this service, for their zeal 
and acti vily at that particular jnnctnre, and in the midst of the rigor~ of a 
northern winter, in the effectual performance of so arduous a duty. 
Order being restored ahont tlte middle of March, and the milltia discharg-
ed, General Scott, as before stated, was ordered to take the direction of 
affairs in the Cherokee country. The n'gular troops, however, remained 
on the frontier, in order to check any renewed attempts at crossing the line. 
ln the mot1th of J nne, it was reported that the combinations referred to 
were still existing, and daily gaiuing strength, I.Jy rcfngees from Canada 
joining them, and that they were organizing themselves along the whole 
line of frontier, aud makiug preparations for further attempts npon Cnnada; 
and that a gang of desperadoes had burned tile British steamboat Sir Robert 
Peel iu our aa.ters. 
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On the 12th of June, I was directed by the President to repair to tl1e 
frontier, there to examine into the state of things, aud to use every possible 
e:'ertion to defeat the purposes of the combinations allllded to. Having or-
dered such troops as could be collected to proceed to Sackttt's Harbor and 
tlw ChamJ1laiu frontier, I SP.t out on the same dny, taking Albany alld 
Oswego in my route, and arrived at Sackett's Harbor on the night of the 
1'7th. Immediately after my arrival, I took measures to cause to be pub-
lishEd, and widely circulated for general informatiop, copies of the laws uf 
the United St( tcs under wh1ch I was authorized to adopt measures to re-
press all hostile acts originating within otu borders, ngaiust the territory 
of a friendly po\\rer, and to preserve our friendly relations with Great 
Britain ; and to carry into effi:ct these objects, I issued a general order 
dividing the frouticr iuto ii.mr districts, to the comrnand of which, oflicers 
of experience were dnly as::igncd. I fonnd Brigadier Gcue1 al Brady 
aud Lieutenant Colonel Cummings at Sackett's Harbor, but none of 
of the troops which had I et'n ordered thither had yet arrived. I ordered 
Ge11eral Bracly lo proceed to the Detroit frat tier: where I deemed his 
presence n:ost important. A detachment of about one hundred recruits 
reached Sackett's lbrbor a day or t\Yo after my arrival. There was a 
:--;mall detachment of Ne:w Yo1 k militia statioued at French creek, called out 
Ly order of the Governor, which I cansed to be relieved by the regulat 
troors as soon as a sufficient body of them had arrived, when rhe militia 
were mustered, paid, awl discharged. The commandino- officer at French 
creek was fmnished with boats to enable l1im to cruise iuound the islauds 
in the St. Lawrence. On the 20th of June, an additional number of re-
cruits having nrriYed at Sackett's Harbor, the steamboat Telegraph Vi.ras 
t;.l\t:n into the service of the Uuitt:d States, an.d a detachment placed on 
Lonrd under tbe command of Cuptnin Gwynne, of the infantry, who was 
itlso ordered to crnise an:ong the "Thousand [s]nnds/' in search of tbe 
gang a.L,oYc alluded to. On the 2<Jth of Jnnc, I despatched an aid-de -camp, 
with a letter to Sir John Colborne, or the oitlc<'l' comrnandi1Jg the Briti::,h 
forces at Kingston, Lipper Cauada, acquainting; him with the pnrpose of the 
above mcntio11ed exp2ditiou. .Jl_v aid-de.camp WJ.s directed, at the 
, , me tiu1e, to state tn tlle commanding officer nt Kingston thnt, jf he were 
disposed to fit out n similar expedition, we would co operate in making a 
gcner<.l search among the "']'honsand Islands,'' for the gang of pirates iu-
ii:sting them, which hnd been engaged in bnrniug- the British steamboat Sir 
Robert Peel. AlJou l a week afterwards, the Hon. Colonel Dundas: of the 
Lriti~h army, commaLdant at King·ston, and Captaill Laudom, of tho Royal 
Ila''Y, crossed over to sec me on the subject of the proposed co-operation, 
wbeu it 'ras agreed that a similar expedition would be fitted out 011 their 
part: and the 2d cJ .T u1y fixed as the day of mf'cting of the l nrties. After a 
senrch of some days the bannt of tho pirates was discovered, b 1t in the o.t-
t .'mpt to take the pirates they all maclc their escape except two, who were 
seized. 'rhe gnng, it appeared: consistrd of bnt eight men at that time, 
among whom was the notorious Bill Johnston, their leader; tlH'Y were well 
supplied \Vitb arms and ammunition, nnd hnd a fast rm ring boat. 'The 
two men talcen, \\·ith the arms of tlJc gnng and the bont: were sent to Sack-
ett's Harbo,, and placed in the hands of the proper authority, to be disposed 
of according to 1aw. 
On my arrival at Sackett's Harbor, I wa' informed that great excitement 
prevailed in consequence of the approaching trinl of some pri~oners ut Wa-
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tertown, charged with the burning of the Sir Robert Peel, and that the 
sheriff of the county had written to Lieutenant Colonel Cummings, the 
commanding officer at Sackett's Harbor, ior a guard to prevent a rescue of 
the prisoners. As soon as the troops arrived, a guard, commanded by an 
officer, was Bent to Watertowr., as the sheriff had requested. 
Haviug made all the necessary arrangements at Sackett's Harbor, I visited 
all the important points on the frontier from that place to Ogdensburg, 
and erossed tbe country thence to Plattsburg and Vermont. I found 
Colonel Cutler with a detachment of recruits, equal to about a company, 
at Plattsburg, and Major Churchill in Vermont with about an equal force 
stationed at Swanton. Every thing appearing to be perfectly quiet at 
that time on the border, after giving the necessary directions, I proceeded 
to Buffalo, where I was advised by tbe \Var Department that three regi· 
ments of artillery would be withdrawn from the Cherokee country, and 
would be disposable for service on the northern. frontier; in consequence 
of which, I issued a general order directing that the first regiment of artil-
lery sflould occupy the Champlain frontier, the second regiment of artillery 
the Niagara and Detroit frontiers, und that the recruits mentioned as hav-
ing arrived on the frontier in the early part of the season shl)uld be relieved 
by those regiments and repair to Sackett's Harbor, there to join the head 
quarters of the eighth regiment of infantry, to which they had been as· 
signed; which regiment was to occupy that part of the frontier from 
O,gden!ihurg to Rochester, and General Brady to command the troops west 
of Rochester, within the eastern division, and General Eustis all the troops 
on the frontier east of Rochester. The remaining reg-iment of artillery 
(the f()Urth) was intended to be left in position in New York harbor: as a 
reserve, to reinforce such portions of the frontier as might reqnire to be 
strengthened; but, owing to the want of troops in Florida, that regiment 
was ordered thither. 
After inspecting the Ningara frontier, I went to Detroit and examined 
the military establishm(mts in that quarter; and, on satisfying myself as to 
the :state of things there, I returned to Buffalo, touching at the intermediate 
points, and proceeded along the frontier to Sackett's Harbor, and inspected 
the new regiment under Colol'lel Worth, with the progress of which, in 
discipline and a_l!)pearance, I was highly gratified. After which, I visited 
the whole line to Plattsburg, and thus having seen that the troops were 
well posted, and that the officers and men were zealous in the performance 
of the duty assigned them on the frontiers, I returned to the seat of Gov-
ernment to prepare my annual report. 
Since my return to the seat of Government, reports have been received 
of unlawful enterprises having been mrrde from our border by armed per-
sons who entered Lower Canada, on the Ghamplain frontier, in the early 
part of November, who were, however, met and driven back by the British 
forces, and ou their retreat the fugitives threw away their arms, which 
were collected by our guard stationed near the line ; and, also, that another 
party, which went down the St. Lawrence in boats, had effected a landing 
ncar Prescott, Upper Canada; Lut after a ::~hort time they were attacked by 
the British forces and cornpletely destroyed or captured. Colonel Worth, 
of the tlth regiment, commanding at Sackett's Harbor, hearing of these in-
fractions of the law, promptly proceeded, in the steamboat Telegraph, to 
Ogdensburg-, with a body of troopf'; taking with him the marshal of the 
district and other civil officers1 and seized the vessels employed in the en-
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terprise, and so interposed as to prevent any further attempts at crossing 
into that part of Canada. 
During the summer it was reporte<..l to General Gaines that the Chero-
kees settled in the vicinity of Fort Gibson had sent runners to the other 
tribe~ settled on the western frontier, inviting them to n general council for 
purposes of a hostile character; and, in consequence, the General: consid-
ering it proper to be prepared against any emergency £,"rowing ont of the 
council, took the incipient measnres for obtaining a monnted force of ten 
thousand men, and immediately put in motion the Government troops sta-
tioned at Fort Leave11worth and Jefferson balfacks, towards tbc place of 
meeting designated by tbe Cherokees; but beiug informed, while on the 
way thither, that the object of the meeting was of a pacific cllaracter, he 
ordered the troops back to their stations. 
I cannot conclude withont renewing the recommendation made in my 
last annual report: in reference to the advantage of having the several regi-
ments and corps effective in officers as well as in men. From age and ex-
posure officers are liable to become unfit for active service, or; iudeed, for 
any service at all; and, consequently, tbe officers next in rank to them are 
obliged to do their dnty. I would respectfully submit, that officers thus un-
fitted for service shonld retire on their pay proper without emolnnJeuts, as 
rations, forage, &c., and that the officer next in rank to the officer thus re-
tired be promoted to fill his place, with the grade and emolnmcn ts of the retired 
officer, but only the pay of the grade from w·hich the promoted officer was 
advanced; thus the officer promoted in this manner, who "tvonld perform a 
higher duty, would, during the life time of the retired officer, or while he 
filled his place and performed his duties, altho11gh with the pny of a 
rank below, be compen~ated by the earlier advanced rank which he would 
thereby gain, and the superior emoluments attached to that mule This 
nrrang-ement would cost the Government not one ce11t mort~ than the 
prese11t one; the only difference would be, that the places of the non-
effective officers would be supplied uy the effective officers doiug their 
duty; and the brevet officers, at the foot of the list, would be sooner ad-
vanced. And thus, by the increased efficiency of the sevPrtll regiments 
and corps, there would actually a benefit result to the pnblic; and I feel 
assured that the arrangement wonld be acceptable aud gratifying to many 
meritorious officers. 
ALEXANDER MACOMB, 
lYiajor Genaal Commandi ng in Chir:f. 
To the Hon. J. R. PoiNSETT, 




THE ARlVIY OF 1.'1-IE UNI1'ED S'l\t\. TES, 
1838. 





Corps (Jf Engineers 
Corp.' of Topographical E11gn'rs 
Ordnance Department -
Fir~t regiment of rlragvons 
Second regiment 









First regimt"nt of artillery 
Second 1egnnent of attillc:ry 
Th1rd regiment of artillery 
F'vurth regiment of artillery 
Aggregate of artillery 
Fir,;t regiment of infantry 
s~cond regnnent of infantry 
Third regiment of inf:intry 
Fourth rPgiment of infantry 
FifLh n:giment of infaEtry 
Sixth regiment of infantry 
Seventh regiment of infantry -
Eighth regiment of infint1y 









*General staff officers of these grades being taken from the line of the arm_'i', and accounted 
thorizes the appointment of an unlimited number of assistant commis~:aries of sub.~ist:n~e 
ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE, 
lVashington, November, 1838. 
R. JOKES, 
Adjntant General. 
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1 l 1 
I 1 1 
1 lb 10 101 1 1 40 40 1 2 ~0 - 10 600 3! 715 74!:1 
~~-~~r~-~ 40 12~-=-~- -- -600-~-:5_'749 
2 20 20 :w: 2 2 so s:J 2 4 w _ 2r· _ 1 , 200 68 1 , 4:1c 1 , 4HS 
I 
-- -- - - - - - - -- - -- - --·· -- -- - --
l 1 10 ~0 10 40 40 ~0 30 5SO 43 712 755 
1 1 101 ~() 10 ·10 40 - 20 :io 580 13 71:21 , 755 
1 1 - 10 20 10 40 40 - 20 - 30 - 580 4:{ 71:2 755 
1 1 - 10 20 10 40 40 - 20 - 30 - 580 43 712 755 . 
~---- - - ---- - --- - -- - · ---- --- --
~~~~ 
- 40 80 40 4. 4 1GO 160 - 80 - 120 - :::1,320 172 2,84P 3,0~0 
- ------ ---- --· 
~ 10 10 10 1 1 40 40 2 20 800 33 904 937 
1 1 1 - 111 10 10 I l 40 40 2 20 800 33 904 9:37 
1 1 1 - 10 10 10 1 I 40 40 2 20 HOO 33 904 937 
l 1 1 - 10 10 10 1 1 40 40 2 20 800 33 904 9:37 
1 1 1 - 10 10 10 1 1 40 40 2 20 800 33 !)04 93i 
1 1 l - 10 10 10 1 1 40 40 2 20 - 800 3:~ 904 93i 
1 l 1 10 10 10 1 1 40 40 2 2'- 800 33 904 937 
1 1 1 - 10 10 10 1 1 40 40 2 20 - 800 33 904 937 
~ ~~~ _:: __s_o _so __s_o ~ ~ 320 320 ~~ _:: -= ~ _:: -=- _-_ 6, 4oo ~~ :_, 232 7, 4% 
1 i 18[26 2 112 2os 1 csJ uu 601 55o 18 4 ·10 24o
1
2o 120 25ol 9; 920 735 11, SO·H2, 539 
for in their respective rP.g-iment~, are not includeLt in the aggregate of 12,53!). The law au-
from the snbalterns of the line. 
HE\D QuAnnns OF THE AnMY, 
Washington, No7)cml.Jc?·, 1838. 
A. MAC0:\1B, 
lrlajor General Commanding in Chief. 
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Corps of Engineers -
Corps of Topographical Engn'rs 
Ordnance Department -
Aggregate 
First regiment of dragoons 
Second regiment of dragoons 
Aggregate of dragoons -
First regiment of artillery 
Second regiment of artillery 
Third reg-iment of artillery 
Fourth regiment of artillery 
Aggregate of artillery -
First reg-iment of infantry 
Second regiment of in fan try 
Third regiment of infantry 
Fourth rPgiment of infantry 
Fifth regiment of infantry 
Sixth regiment of infantry 
Seventh regiment of infantry 
Eighth regiment of infantry 




1 2 1 - - 2 1 2 2 4 1 1 2 - 1 ~2 57 1 ] 7 1 2 
Recruits and unattached soldiers -=-=--= -=1-= -::- -=--=-=-=--=- --=-=-=-=-=-=-=-= ~ --= --= 
Aggregate 1212J421224281.1231~57]1712 
*The staff officers of these grades being taken from the line of the army, ann accounted 
The law authorizes the appointment of an unlimited number of a: ::,i,;tant commig:oaries of sub-
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latest returns, corrected at the Acljutant Generats Office. 
1 2 4 - 12 8 
I 1 4 - 7 7 
I 1 4 - 10 G 










1 1 _ _ G 7 8 _ _ 25 13 1 - 9 _ 8 - 174 
1 - 1 1 8 6 10 1 - 35 32 2 - - 4 6 - 466 
· 2 1 1 1 14 13 18 1 _ GO 45 3 - 9 414 - G40 
SICK. 




l - 7 9 5 1 1 26 2ti 10 - 11 307 19 
1 1 1 - 4 11 8 1 - 23 21 - - - 13 - lO 231 32 
- 1 1 - 6 14 4 1 1 25 18 - - - 9 - 16 27() - - - 52 
- 1 1 - 6 13 8 1 1 21 27 - - - l'i - 14 373 - - - 46 
1~~~ 23 47 25~~ 96 92 ~~~~-4!}~~ 1,187--- - - - 149 
- 1 - - 8 4 10 1
1 
- 20 20 2 - - 5 - - 208 - - - 49 
_ I 1 _ 5 !:l 10 _ _ 24 31 2 Hi 372 ' 35 
1 1 7 1 4 I 25 2G 2 - 2 12 242 26 
- 1 3 3 7 1 23 30 3 9 244 28 
1 _ 1 _ 8 7 4 I _ 25 29 2 - 1 13 _ _ 237 18 
_ 1 1 _ (i 7 I 0 1 _ 20 20 _ 7 237 53 
1 _ G 5 2 1 1 21 26 2 _ 4 13 _ _ 2G3 _ _ _ 54 
l 1 - - 8 6 8 J 1 24 22 - - 1 1:-. - - 311 - - - 33 
~~~~ 51 . 44 ssJ~ 182 204~~~ 93~~ 2,114 __ - _ _ - 2~ 
~~~;i~i;~is~l~-i!3~~~~~~~~~-=--~~ -~ 
f~r in their respective regiments, are not included in the- aggregate 209, and grand aggregate. 
s1stence. 
[ 1-J 1.26 
B-Continued. 
PRESENT. 
0~ EXTRA C'lR DAILY IN ARREST OR CON- 6·.!. 
DUTY. FINEMENT. s~ 
fg 
t.c:·.c ~·;j <Zi 
C,) ~ 
""' ..... 
0 ~ ~ .... ~ 0 ~ ~ Q) om-
"d -~ "d -~ 
C,) "0 .... 
<l)(J)l> Cll (/) l> tS Q) ~ 
§ ~·~ >:: ~·;::: 0 I:::<Q 
·;n'C) p. ·~·G P. "d .s ';j en ~ Q) if) .... .... .~ ':;jrQ -~ ·~-g >:: .~ ~ Q) !li sr=s=: Q) !li ·~ s C,) en .. ~ R ~ <:.> en ~ - 0 ~ s '/)-tS .... g ~ ... 'I; cB .... s .... " (/) 0 >:: <!) 0 >:: ~ 8 ~r~ 'i§ 8 ~ ~ ::::l ·a :a ~~~ ::::l ·~ -;; ~:§~ ~ ~ 'vo s <!) ..0 0 <:.>'->:i <!) ..0 §<:.><Q 0 Qrlli> 
~ 8 ::l ~ ~ ::::5 z w. z 0 w. Zi 0 --------------- -- -- ---- -- ---- --- --- ---
General staff - - - - - - - - - - - 56 -
Medical staff - - - - - - - - - - - 80 -
Pay Department - - - - - - - - - - 1~ -
Purchasing Department - - - - - - - - - 3 -
Corps of Engineers - - - - - - - - - - 32 -
Corps of Topographical Eng'nrs - - - - - - - - 20 -
Ordnance Department - - - - - - - - - - 28 280 -- ------- --------- --- ----
Aggregate - - - - - - - - - - - 209 280 -- -- -- --- -- ------- -------
Fir~t regiment of dragoons M - - - 70 - - - 35 23 411 
Second regiment of dragoons - - - - 20 - - 1 8 28 G27 -- ---- --- --------- --- ----
Aggregate of dragoons - - - - - 90 - - 1 43 51 1,038 ---- -- --- --------- -------
First regiment of artillery - - - - 24 - - - 11 22 436 
Second regiment of artillery - - - - 13 - - - 19 26 363 
Third regiment of artillery - - - - 12 - - - 14 26 424 
Fourth regiment of artillery - - - - 28 - - - 28 29 559 -- ---- --- -- ------- --- ----
Aggregate of artillery - - - - - n - - - 7~ 103 1,782 -- ---- --- -- -- -- --- -------
First regiment of infantry - - - - 40 - - - 14 23 -s 
SeconJ regiment ofinfantry - - - - 40 - - - 21 25 544 
Third regin1ent of infantry - - - - 60 - - - 35 17 432 
Fourth regiment of infantry - - - - 9 - - - 47 H 395 
Fifth regiment of infantry - - - - 49 - - - 26 21 401 
Sixth regiment of infantry - - - - 19 - - - 2 25 359 
Seventh regiment of infantry - - - - 71 - - - 21 14 477 
Eighth regiment of infantry - - - - 50 - - - 28 2i 489 -- -- ----- -- ------- -------
Aggregate of infantry - - - - - 338 - - - 196 1G3 3,455 ------ --- -- ------- ------
Recruits and unattached soldiers - - - - - - - - - 834 --·--- --- --------- --- ----
Aggregate - - - - - - 505 - - I 311 526 7,389 
> • 
*The staff officers of these grades being totken from the line of the army, and accounted 
The law authorizes the appointment of an uniimited number of assistant commissaries of sub-
t Of this number, twenty-three are new appointments, and on their way to join their regi-
ADJUTANT GENER-AL's 0.FFICE, 
fVashington, November, 1838. 
R. JONES, 
.Adj1ttant General. 
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B-Continned. 
ABSENT. PRESENT & ABSENT. 
DETACHED SERVICE. I W<TH LEAVE, OR ON FURLOUGH, OR 'ICK. 
tS ·ti .n tS·~ .n tS 0~ <1> 0~ <1> 0 
~ £~ '"d -~ '"d <1)(1)> <1> 
~ 8· ..... ~ ~ ...... §~ 
·~·G ~ 0t1:S~'-< ·~-~ yj .n ·w·G o. 
1'-< ·§"@] 1'-< ·§"@] "§ -.f <1> <13 <1> .n u 
1=::1 s s c;;_ <:.> ~ s s c;;_ !E .n ,... !E .s 1'-< so;; 0 1=::1 _g 8 £~ 0 2 ? ~-~ 0 (/)-'"d "8 ~ ~ c;j ~ <:.> .... C) 0. .0 §~,g 0... .0 ~Cl.)<:..J ~ <1> c;j ., <1> c;j = ou~ 0 <:.> ~ 0 rn 7-; ~ 0 rn z z --------------- ·--.----;- ---
- - - - - - - - - - 56 
- - - - - - - - - - 80 - - - - - - - - - - 18 
- - - - - - - - - - 3 
- - - - - - - - - - 32 
- - - - - - - - - 29 
- - - - - - - - - 280 308 ----~-------------------------
- - - - - · - - - - 280 489 --------------------·------------
1 3 6 4 - 1 - 1 416 450 299 
- 1 2 41 1 1 1 1 22 691 725 2·1 ---------- -------------- --------
1 4 8 45 1 2 1 2 22 1,107 1,175 323 
----------------------------------
2 1 10 34 - *2 - 7 15 492 529 220 
- 5 10 12 - *1 - 7 41 423 465 289 
l 4 7 5 - 1 4 42 475 514 237 
1 4 7 7 - - *1 12 4 582 624 130 --------------------------- ---------
4 H 34 58 - 4 1 30 102 1,972 2,132 876 -----------------------------------
2 2 4 42 - - 2 6 55 461 494 443 
1 3 2 4 - 2 - 5 17 570 60:3 334 
1 6 10 1 2 6 4 1 447 480 457 
'3 7 6 11 - - 4 11 27 444 477 460 1 2 3 20 - - 6 5 426 459 478 
1 4 2 29 - - 1 6 34 428 161 476 
1 4 7 9 1 - 6 1 - 487 520 417 
1 1 6 4 - - 1 2 1 496 529 408 --------------------------------- ---
9 21 36 129 2 4 t26 40 135 3,759 4,023 3,472 
831 834 
14 42 78 232 3 10 28 72 259 7,952 8,653 2,838 
for in their respective regiments, are not included in the aggregate 209, and grand aggregate. 
sistence. 
ments, and two are absent without leave. 
HEAD QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, Novembe1·, 1838. 
A. MACOMB, . 
Major General Cornrnanding in Cldef 
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P:: z ------------ -------- --I Fort ·winnebago . Portage, Fox and Wiscon-
:sin river, Wis. Major "\V. Cobbs - 5th in f. 2 2 Fort Howard - Green Bay, Wis. Captain Merrill - 5th in I: I 3 Fort Dearborn - Cl1icago, Illinois 4 Fort Mackinac - MichiJimackinac, MICh. 5 Port Brady . Sault St. Marie, do. Captain Johnson - 5th inf. I Detroit frontier, 
f ~ 
Gen. Brady, Col. Bank-F't Niagara, Buf. - - head: Lt. Col. Crane, falo, Rochester -
Major Payne - 2d an'y 10 Oswego, Big So- I dus Bay, Sackett's 
l ( Gen. Eustis, CoL Worth, Harbor, F't Cov- I Lt. Col. Clarke - 8th inf. IO ington,Plattsburg, - - l Bvt. Lt. Col. Pierce, frontier of Ver- I mont, Hancock Bvt. Major Kirby - 1st art'y 10 barracks- • J 
6 *Fort Sullivan - Eastport, Maine 7 *Fort Preble - Portland, do. 8 *Fort Independence Boston, Mass. 9 *Fort Constitution Portsmouth, N.H. 10 *Fort Wolcott - Newport, R.I. 11 *Fort Trumbull - New London, Conn. 12 \Vest Point - West Point, N. Y. Major Delafield - Detac'tar. -13 *Fort Columbus -
; New York Harbor, N.Y. and band. 
14 *Fon Hamilton -
Bvt. Major Erving - 4th art'y 15 *Fort La Fayette -16 *Fort McHenry - Baltimore, Md. -11 v.Fort Severn - Annapolis, do. Bvt. Col. Walbach - 1st art'y IS ~ Fnrt "\Vashington Left bank of Potomac:, do. 
B vt. Major Saunders - 1st art'y 19 *Fort Monroe - Old Point Comfort, Va. 20 *Fort Johnston - Near Smithville, N.C. 21 *Fort Caswell - On Oak i"land, do. 22 *Fort Macon - Near Beaufort, do. 23 *Fort Moultrie - t Charleston Harb., s. c. 24 *Castle Pinckney -
25 *Oglethorpe Barr'ks Savannah, Georgia 26 tFort Marion - St. Augustine, Florida 27 *Key West - Key West, do. 28 tFort Brooke - Tampa Bay, do. 29 tFort King - Alachua, do. 30 *Fort Pickens . On St. Rosa island, do. 81 *Fort Morgan . Mobile Point, Alabama 32 *New Orleans . New Orleans, Louisiana 33 *Fort Pike - Petite Coquille, do. 34 *Fort \Vood - Chief Menteur, do. 35 -~<Baton Rouge . Baton Rouge, do. 36 Fort Cass and de- Near Calhonn, Tennessee, - - . - 10 pendencies. Cherokee nation. 
-
Aggreg'e 44 
REMARKs,-I. The garrison~ have been withdrawn fl'Om the posts, marked(',) and are now serving in Florida or 
2. The troops at posts, marked (t,) although regarded as permanent stations, vary in number so often, 
3. There is an Orunance Sergeant atelch post, whozs not removed ?I hen the ganisons are Withdrawn. 
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under the comnwnd of Bre'Vet Major General Win field Scott. 
- - 1 - -1 :·_ -
- - - - -1 :- -
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2 3 3 - 4 9 26 62 l ,941 109 2,050 5 - - 18 37 180 60 940 
on the northern fronller. 
ibat they are omitted in tho labia. 
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9 'GlJ s Q) ~ z P:: z 
--------- ------------ ·---------------
1 Fort Winnebago - Portage, Fox and Wisron-
sin river, Wis. Major W. Cobbs - 5th inf. 2 
2 Fort Howard - Green Bay, Wis. Captain Merrill - 5th inf. 1 
3 Fort Dearborn - Chicago, Illinois - - - -4 Fort Mackinac - Michilimackinac, Mich. - - -5 Fort Brady - Sault St. Marie, do. Captain Johnson - 5th inf. 1 
Detroit frontier, } 
~ 
Gen. Brady, Col. Bank-
F't .Niagara, Buf- - - head, Lt. Col. Crane, 
falo, Rochester - Major Payne - 2d art'y 10 
Oswego, Big So- I 
dus Bay, Sackett's I r Gen. Eustis, Col. Worth, Harbor, F't Cov-
ington,Plattl"burg, > t Lt. Col. Clarke - 8th inf. 10 - - Bvt. Lt. Col. Pierce, frontier of Ver- I mont, Hancock Bvt. Major Kirby - 1st art'y 10 
barracks- - J 
Maine 6 Fort Sullivan - Eastport, - - - -7 Fort Preble - Portland, do. - - - -
8 Fort Independence Boston, Mass. - - - -
9 Fort Constitution Portsmouth, N.H. - - - -
10 Fort Wolcott - Newport, R.I. - - - -
11 Fort Trumbull - New London, Conn. - - -
12 West Point - West Point, N.Y. Major Delafield • Detac'tar. -
13 Fort Columbus -
} New York Harbor, N.Y. 
and band. 
14 Fort Hamilton - Bvt. Major Erving - 4thart'y -
15 Fort La Fayette -
16 Fort McHenry - Baltimore, Md. - - -
17 Fort Severn - Annapolis, do. Bvt. Col. Walbach - 1st art'y -
18 'Fort Washington Left bank of Potomac, do. Bvt. Major Saunders • 1st art'y -
19 !Fort Monroe - Old Point Comfort, Va. - - - -
20 Wort Johnston - Near Smithville, N.C. - - - -
21 Fort Caswell - On Oak island, do. 
22 Fort Macon - Near Beaufort, do. - - - -
23 Fort Moultrie - } Charleston Harb., S. C. ~ - - - -
24 Castle Pinckney - - - - -
25 Oglethorpe Barr'ks Savannah, Georgia - ~ - -
26 Fort Marion - St. Augustine, Florida 
27 Key West - KE:y West, do. - - - -
28 Fort Brooke - Tampa Bay, do. 
29 Fort King - Alachua, do. 
30 Fort Pickens - On St. Rosa Island, do. - - - -
31 ,Fort Morgan - Mobile Point, Alabama - - - -
3'J New Orleans - New Orleans, Louisiana I - - - -
33 Fort Pike - Petite Coquille, do. 
34 Fort Wood - Chief Menteur, do. - - - -
:l5 Raton Rouge - Baton Rouge, do. - - - -
36 Fort Cass and de- Near Calhoun, Tennessee, - - - -pendencies. Cherokee nation. --
' 44 
~ 
A'»JUTANT GENERAL's 0FFICE1 Wash~ngton, November, 1838. 
R. JONES, Adjutant GemraL oftltl Army. 
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C-Continued. 
PRESENT AND .ADSENT. 
i'g 
Q)"" c.:> 




tE OJ.,... Remarks. 
0 ~ ...... o~-< 
r"d ..... "" 
Q) en 
s::l -~ v;"' 
-~ s ~ . q) c<:l en en f;!·-< Q) td Vl u ... be ·g o-~"" 1-c.:>'"> Q) 
s I :::l•.-< 1-< 
0 5 s s.. ~ 
0 z < -----
7 101 108 
3 38 41 
- - - Abandoned-garrison withdrawn, 29th December, 1836. Abandoned-garrison withdrawn, lOth June, 1837. 
4 52 56 
45 423 468 
34 496 530 
40 492 532 
- - - Garrison withdrawn, July, 1836. - - - Garrison withdrawn, May, 1836. 
- - - Garrison withdrawn, May, 1836. - - - Garrison withdrawn, May, 1836. - - - Garrison withdrawn, May, 1836. 
- Garrison withdrawn, May, 1836. - 75 75 
- - - Garrison withdrawn, May and June, 1836. 
- - - Garrison withdrawn, Ma.y, 1836. 
- - - Garrison withdrawn, February, 1836. - - - Garrison withdrawn, January, 183~ - - - Garrison withdrawn, and fort turne over to Engineers for repairs. General order No. 49.-5th November~ 1838:' 
- - k - Garrison withdrawn, February, 1836. 
" Garrison withdrawn, February, 1836. - - -- - - Garrison withdrawn, January and February, 1836. \ - - - Garrison withdrawn, January and February, 1836. - - - Garrison withdrawn, January, 1836. 
- - - Garrison withd1awn, September, 1836. 
~ 
- - - Garrison withdrawn, November, 1835. - - - Garrison withdrawn, November, 1835. - - - Garrison withdrawn, February, 1836. 
- - - Garrison withdrawn, December, 1835. Garrison withdrawn, June, 1836. 
36 444 480 On the route to Fort Gibson. 
----- ----
169 2,121 2,290 
HEAD QUARTERS OF TH.& ARMY, Waslt.ington, Novembcr;-1838. . 
ALEX. MACOMB, Major Gen.eraZ Com11&4?Jd.int m Ciief. 
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1 Fort Snelling - Upper Mississippi - -
2 Fort Crawford - Prairie du Chif:'n - -
3 •Fort Leavenworth- Right bank of Missouri -
4 ~Jefferson Barracks- NPar St. Louis, Missouri -
5 Fort Gibson - Arkansas - - -
6 ~Fort Coffee - - Arkansas - . -
7 ~Fort Smith - - Arlransas - - -
8 Fort Towsou . On the Kiamche, Arkansas 
9 
10 
l<'ort J esnp - - Near Natchitoches, La. 
IIFort Jackson - Near New Orleans, La. 
Aggregate . - -
•99 recruits on march. 
tGarrison withdrawn October 1, 1837. 
lAbandoned-October, 1838. 
- -
ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE, 












Brevet Maj. Plympton 5th inf. 
Bv't B_ Gen. G. Brooke 5th inf. 
Col. S. ·w . Kearn ey -
Bv't B. Gen. Atkinson 
1st drag. 
Bv't B. G~n. Arbuckle ~ 1st dr'g. 7th inf. . - - -
Captain Bonnevil!e - ~7th inf. 3d inf. 
Lieut. Col. J. Vose - 3d inf. 
Colonel J . B. Many - 3d inf. 
- - - - - -
- - - - 1- _ -
R. JONES, 
Adjutant General cif the Army. 
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D. 
under the command of Brevet Mafor General Edmund P. Gaines. 
PRESENT. .ABSENT. 
PRESENT AND .AB· 
SENT. 
---- - ---------------.----- - ---------
4 - - - _ - _ _ _ _ I 3 6 
2 1 - - 1 - _ _ _ I _ 1 ~ 
6JJ_] __ 1_112!"1 
4 - - 1 4 5 
9 1 - 1 1 --1-1174 
1 - - - - - 1 - - - 1 1 1 
2 - - - - - - 1 - - - 1 2 4 _ I _ _ - _ _ _ _ 2 2 2 







I8!J 10 199 
437 17 454 
41 4 45 
G2 4 66 
199 7 206 
173 9 18:2 
_ I 2 17 
_ - _ I 1 _ 
320 13 
2 2 8 
7ll 24 1 - - 3 3 4 
- - - 3 
1 - 1 210 
4 3 7 13 
2 1416 31 
I -
__ 18195 
- 1 1 8 210 6 
- 2 5 4 711 14. 



















-- - --·------ -- ----- ------------------
36 4 2 1 4 - ] 3 - 3 824341,620 841,704 3 - 111 ~8 51 4394 127 1,671 1,796 
I 
§Re-occupied-July 27, 1838. 
II Garrison withdrawn May 11, 1835. 
HEAD QuARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
fVashington, November, 1838. 
A. MACOMB, 
Major General Commanding in Cll:iej. 
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Return of the army employed in Florida against the Seminole Indians, 
REGIMENTS AND CORPS. 
General staff -
Second regiment of dragoons -
ffhird regiment of artillery -
Fourth regime 1t of artillery 
Aggregate of artillery 
First regiment of infantry -
Second regiment of infantry 
Sixth regiment of infantry 
Aggregate of infantry -
PRESENT. 
- 1 1 1 1 1 9 1 - 723 5 2 
- 10 - - - - - - - - _ - - - 1 _ 1 1 E 
9 - - - - - - - - 1 1 - 6 
- 10 - - - - • - _ - _ - _ - _ 1 1 _ G 




- 30 - - - - - - - - -
1 - - 8 
1 1 - 5 
1 1 - 6 
3 2 -19 
Recruits in march for, and 1'0on expected to) 
join the Florida army • - 5 - - - - - - - - - -
Aggregate of regulars 
Georgia militia 
Florida militia 
Aggregate of milhia -
Grand aggregate 




- - - - - - - - - - 1 - 2 
- - - - - - - - - - - - 3 
- 64 1 1 1 1 1 9 1 - 723 5 2 l 5 6 1 4-4 
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SICK. ON EXTRA OR DAILY DUTY. 
-------------- ·- -------------- -------
! 
------------ -- ·- ----------------
16 35 32 2 4 G 466 _ _ _ 7 _ 45 3 16 





39 2 2 49 45 
9 16 24G _ _ _ 6 _ 3 43 
17 14 373 - - - 6 - 2 38 








14 - 20 20 2 5 208 - - - 3 - 46 2 38 
18 - 2,1 31 2 16 372 - - - 2 - 33 6 34 
17 1 - 20 20 7 237 - - - 4 1 48 5 2 12 
----- - ·-------- __j -------------
49 - 64 71 4 28 817 - - - 9 1 - 127 - - - 13 2 84 
-------- - --------------------------










IN ARREST OR CONFINEMENT. 
REGIMENTS AND CORPS. 
"' Q) ·a 




"-' CJ 0 ~ .... 
Q) 0 
.D 
s '"d Q) ::i 
~ ~ 
--
General staff - - - - - -
-- --
Second regiment of dragoons - - 10 -
----
Third regiment of artillery - - 9 -
Fourth regiment of artillery - - 10 -
----
Aggregate of artillery - - - 19 -
-- -
First regiment of infantry - - 10 -
Second regiment of infantry - - 10 -
Sixth regiment of infantry - - 10 -
-- - -
Aggregate of infantry - - - 30 -
-- --
Recruits in march for~ and soon expected l 
to join the Florida army - - -
- --
Aggregate of regulars - - - 59 -
-- --
Georgia militia - - - - 2 -
Florida militia - - - - 3 -
- --
Aggregate of militia - - - 5 -
-- --
Grand aggregate - - - - 61 -
ADJUTANT GENERAI}s OFFICE, 







































~ -~ .s ~ 
~ .... 
~ ·s rl. rJi .:: .:: Vl .... 8 "" .... vi Q) 0 ·;:; Q) Q) 
~ <:.J 
CJ (d 
~ ·u; ~ .D ;::l -~ ::l 0 ~ .... w. z ::E ~ 
---- ------
- - - - -
-------- --
1 - - - 8 
\ 
-- ·- -- - -· 
- 2 - 1 11 
- 1 - - 27 
-- - ---- --
- 3 - 1 38 
-- - ------
- - 1 - 12 
- 1 - - 23 
- 1 - - 1 
-- - · - - ----
- 2 1 - 36 
-- - - · -- --
- - - - -
-- - - - · - · 
1 5 1 l R2 
-- - -- - --
- - - - -
- - - - -
- - - - --
- - - - -
-- - - ------
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Adjutant General of the Army. 
DETACHED SERVICE. 
2 41 
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- - - - - ------ --- --- ---- P. g. 
22 1 6!)1 725 24 ~ .: 
~g 
















3 445 484 267 w (tj 
582 G~4 133 -~ ~ 
ro..c 
~~ 
-- -- -- - ------ --- --- --- § 'f;-
3 1,027 1,108 400 ~ g l1 46 2 
·-;.... 
Q)_, 




























4 443 -5.::; 
~63 334 -~:; 
1(il 476 .,.., ~ 
~ ~ - - ----- ---- ---------- --- ~-:;: 
2 2 lOG 15 2 
0..~ _ I ,459 1 ,558 l ,253 ~ 'h 
~~ 
---- ------- ---1,677 ~~0 
Q)c: .......... 
247 247 247 {~ 
Q) ... 
----~-------- --------------------- ~_g 
G 18 21 128 4 3 17 2 4 3 '424 3' 68 1 1 '430 ..:: ;,-
,S.~ 
c:-:= -- - - - --------------- s~ 
136 143 'b'.c~ 
219 ::.2:28 t ~ 





as...: --------- ----------------------- Jj~ ~ 
6 18 24 128 4 3 13 174 19 2 4 3,779 4,055 1,430 §~ 
HEAD QuARTERs oF THE ARMY, 
H'7 ashington, November, 1838. 
ALEXANDER MACOMB, 
Major General Commanding-in-Chief. 
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E. 
ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Washington, November 20, 1838. 
Statement showing the whole number of recruits enlisted in the army 
from the 1st of October, 1837, to the 30th S eptember, 1838, inclusive, 
according to tlte last return received. 
GENERAL RECRUITING SERVICE. 
Lieutenant Colonel 8. Burbank, 5th Infantry, General Superintendent, 
stationed at New York, N. Y. 






New York, N. Y. -
Fort vV ood, " 
Brooklyn, " 


























.l\1ew Orleans, La. 
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RECRUITING SERVICE FOR THE DRAGOONS. 
Car)t. E. V. Sumner, 1st dragoons, Superintendent, station-
ed at Carlisle, Pa. 









1st regiment of Dragoons 
2d " " 
1st " Artillery 
2d " " 
3d " " 
4th " II 
1st " Infantry 
2d " " 
3d " " 
4th " " 
5th " " 
6th " " 
7th " " 
8th " " 
Detachment at West Point 
Band at 'iV est Point 






























Total number enlisted from the 1st of October, 1837, to the 31st 
of September, 1838 - 4,247 
Amount of recruiting funds advanced to officers of the army from the 1st 
of October, 1837, to the 30th of September, 1838 - $33,785 94 
Amount of those funds accounted for within the same period 22,957 05 
Balance in the hands of recruiting officers on the 30th of Sep-
tember, 1838 - $10,828 89 
Respectfully submitted: 
Mnj. Gen. ALEXANDER MAcOMB, 







REPORT 01" THE ACTING QUARTERMASTER GENERAL. 
-
QuARTERMASTER GENERAL's OFFICE, 
fVashington City, November 28, 1838. 
Sra: fn obedience to your instructions, I have no1v the honor to report 
the operations of tl1e Quartermaster's Department during the fiscal year 
endiug on the the 30th of September last. 
The annual report from this office of 1837, exhibits the ex-
penditures, in part, of the third quarter of thnt yenr, as 
well as the aggregate balance remaining in the bands of 
the officers and agents of the department at the close of 
that quarter, amounting to $605,042 19 
To which is to be added the remittances 
made to those officers and agents in the 
fourth quarter of 1837 - - - I, 162,783 83 
In the Jirst quarter of 1838 609,2!4 93 
In the second quarter of 1838 - 2,152,594 35 
In !he third quarter of 1838 988,943 21 
-- 4,913,536 32 And also the funds derived from sales of public property, 
which became unfit for service or no longer required for 
public use, nnd from rents of public grounds and build-
iJJgs not occupied for military purposes - 87,760 11 
1\IakinQ' the snm to Ue aceotlnted for of 5,605,338 62 I<~rom which is to be deducted the sums dis-
bursed in the fourth quarter of 1836, and 
second and third quarters of 1837, the ac-
---
countsfi)r which were received subsequent 
to the 30th of September, 1837 - - $362,641 03 
In the foruth quarter of 1837 - 1,261,277 49 
In tire Jirst quarter of 1838 - - 1,139,794 22 
fn the second quarter of 1838 - 1,460,839 25 
In the third quarter of 1838, so fc.1r as the 
accounts have been received at this date - 560,243 91 
And by the several payments into the Treas-
ury, and warrants rendered unavailable - 624 23 
.Makin.z the whole amount accounted for dur-
ing the :fiscal year -
4,785,420 13 
And leaving in the hands of the officers and agents of the 
department, to be hereafter accounted for $820,918 49 ---
==-====== 
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The general ~orrectness and punctnCllity with which the officers of the 
department, as we11 as those of the line of the army, acting in the depart-
ment, have heretofore rendered their accounts, justifies the belief that the 
several balances in their hands will, in due time, be satisfactorily accounted 
for. 
,..rhe assignment, to the rropographicn.l Department, of the duties connected 
with surveying- and opening the several roads authorized by Congress, 
(except such as are strictly of a military character,) which have hitherto 
devolved upon the Quartermaster's Department, enables me to confine my 
remarks relative to this branch of the public service, to the operations con-
nected with the "western frontier military road." 
Measures were taken, early in the season, for completing the surveys 
and for opening portio11S of this road, which was, with the view- of facilita-
ting operations, divided into three sections. That part of it commencing 
at Fort Towson, its southern extremity, and extending to Fort Smith, 
constituting the southern ; from Fort Smith to Fort Leavenworth, the 
middle; and from the last mentioned point to Fort Snelling, at the mouth 
of the Saint Peters, the northern section. 
Tile surveys of the middle section were completed in the autumn of last 
year; and that part of it extending from li.,ort Leavenworth south, to the 
.Marais de Cygne, has been put tmder contract, and the work of opening 
and grading has been commenced by the contractors. 
From the commissioners appointed to locate the other section~, final 
reports have not yet been received. No douht, however, is entertained that 
the work intrusteu to them will be completed before the close of the present 
season. 
The site selected for the new military post to be established near old 
Fort Smith, on the Arkansas, has been purchased, agreeably to a resolution 
of Cong-ress of the 4th of April bst; and, in that month, Major Thomas, 
of the Quartermaster's Department, was charged with the construction of 
the contemplated work, and proceeded immediately to the scene of opera-
tions, accompanied by a corps of mechanic.s and laborers, and provided 
with ample supplies for its rapid prosecution. Owing, however, to nnusual 
difficulties in the uavigation of the Arkansas, caused by the low stage of 
its water~, it was not until a considerable part of the season for active 
operations had elapsed, that his party and supplies arrived at their destina-
tion; since which he has been actively engaged in collecting and preparing 
materials, and in making other necessary arrangements for executing the 
duties which have been assigned to him. 
The progress made, during the past season, in the work of enlarging 
and repairing the qnarters at Fort Leavenworth, and in the erection of 
stables rendered indispensably necessary by the incren.se of the dragoon 
force stationed at that post, has been er1tirely satisfactory; hut the further 
prosecution of it must be suspended, uuless Congress shall think proper to 
make the appropriation regnired for its completion. 
The measures directed by the War Department, during the last summer, 
for the preservation of our neutral relations and the security of our northern 
borders, have necessarily involved heavy expenditures connected with the 
movement of troops and transportation of supplies, and for the indispensa-
ble rPpairs of the lately unoccupied and dilapidated works along the Cana-
dian line, as well as for the constrnction and rent of barracks and quarters 
at the several newly established posts on that frontier. 
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Although the operations and · responsibilities of the department have 
been greatly extended by the recent augmentation of the military forces of 
the country, and the multiplication of posts along our extensive inland 
frontier, it is believed that, with the late increase of its numerical strength, 
the department will be found adequate, provided its officers be confined to 
their appropriate functions, to the efficient discharge of its numeroug obli-
gations. 
1 have the honor to be, with perfect respect, your obedient servant, 
HENRY STANTON, 
Colonel, Acting Quartermaster General. Hon. J. R. PoiNSETT, 
Secretary of J.Y ar, Washington. 
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REPORT OF THE SURGEON GENERAL. 
SuRGEON GENERAL's OFFICE, 
November 10, 1838. 
SrR: In obedience to your instructions, that I should make a statement 
of the fiscal tra11sactions and other operations of the Medical Department 
of the army, I have the honor to present to you the following report. 
'rhe medical and hospital supplies required for the military service 
within the past year, were furnished in due time, in good order, and of the 
best quality; and they have been very generally accounted for in a satis-
factory manner by the returns of the surgeons and assistant surgeons 
of the army proper, and by the returns or statements of the private physi-
cians, temporarily employed in the military service of the United States. 
The amount of the appropriation for the med-
ical and hospital department remaining in 
the Treasury on the 30th September, l837, 
was - $28,615 07 
In thP. hands of disbursing agents - - 8,110 94 
And the sum nppropriated by the act of the 
6th of April, of the present year, was 39,225 00 
Making a gross amount of -
Of this sum, there has been paid during the 
fourth quarter of 1837, and the first, sec-
ond, and third quarters of the present year, 
at the Treasury : 
On account of the pay and other claims of 
private physicians 
On account of medical and hospital supplies -
And by disbursing agents for medical and hos-
pital supplies, during the same period 
Amounting, in all, to -
Leaving a balance, on the 30th September, 
1838, in the hands of disbursing 3gents -









There has also been drawn within the past 
year, by special requisitions on the 'l.,reas- . 
ury, the following sums: 
, From the appropriation for preventing and 
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Of this amonnt, there has heen e.·pended in 
the purchase of extra medical and hospital 
snpplies for the troops in the field - 9,629 54 
Leaving a balance in the hands of disbnrsing 
ageuts, of -
From the appropriation for the protection of 
the northern frbnt1er $1,000 00 
Of this amotu1t: there has been expended in 
the purchase of extra medical and hospital 
supplies for the militia in the service of the 
United States 826 74 
Leaving a balance, which was replaced in the 
Trensury, of 
From the appropriation for erecting hospitals 
at the military posts 11,078 62 
Of this amount, there has been expended in 
the erection of a hospital at Fort McHenry 7,532 12 
Leaving a balance in the hands of disbursing 
agellts, of -
And from the appropriation for the purchase 
ot site~ for mariue hospital~ on the western 
waters, &c. 
Oi this anwunt, there has been expended in 
the pnymcut of the accounts of the agents 
employed in selecting and contracting for 
sites upon which to erect the hospitals -
2,168 75 
2.168 75 
----· - - -The whole amonnt of money received, then; 
dnriug the last fiscal year, being on acconnt 
of the appropriation for the medical and hds 
pita! department - $75,951 IJl . 
On accollllt of the appropriation for prevent-
inz and sunnressi!lg Iudian hostilities 10,900 00 
On nccou u t ~['the appropnution for the protec-
tion of the northern froutier - -
On nccount of the appropriation for erecting 
hospitals at military posts - - - 11,078 62 
On accouut of the appropriation for the pur-






'rotal $10l,098 38 
And the sum of all expenditures, together with 
the money replaced in the 'rreasury, during 
the same period, being-
Under the appropriation for the medical and 
hospital department 31,874 77 
Under the appropriation fot· preventing and 
sn ppressing Indinn hostilities - - 9,629 54 
Under the appropriation for the protection of 
tbe northern frontier - .. - 1,000 00 
Under the appropriation for the erection of 
hospitals at military posts - 7,532 12 
145 
Under the appropnatwn for the purchase of 
sites for marine hospitals on . the western 
waters 
Total 
'rhere remained, on the 30th September, 1838, 
in the hands of disbursing agents and in the 
Treasury of the United States, applicable to 
future disbursements, the unexpended sum 
of-




The nnmber of cases of indisposition which have been under treatment 
by the officers of the medical staff of the army, during the last twelve 
months, was 26,053; 24,618 of which occurred within the past year; 
J ,434 being cases that remained of the preceding year. 
Of the whole number of persons reported sick, 24,212 have been restored 
to duty; 473 have been discharged the service; 29 have deserted; 311 
have died; leaving, on the 30th of September, 1838, 1,028 still on the 
sick report. 
r-rhe accompanying statement, marked C, however, being an abstract of 
the detailed reports from the different surgeons in each quarter, will give 
a better understanding of this subject than I can do by description. 
The proportion of sick to the number of persons in the military service 
cannot be ascertained, as that number varied so fi·equently in the year, 
by the discharge of one body of troops, and the admission into service of 
new levies of militia and of volunteers j nor is the proportion of deaths to 
the number of sick so absolutely known as might be desired, for the 
reason, that during active operations in the field, many of the cases of 
indispositions were not recorded, while it is to be presumed that the deaths 
have been accurately stated. Enough, however, has been ascertained 
from the returns to show that not more than one in eighty-three of the 
cases reported: (a fraction less than one and a quarter per cent.) terminated 
fatally; and thus to prove, that the success of the military surgeons, in the 
treatment of diseases, bears a favorable comparison with the results of the 
practice of medicine in civil life. , 
The law requiring an examination of all candidates for appointment 
in the medical staff, before admission into the army, has been rigidly car':" 
ried out, and the samA useful results as heretofore have been realized. 
During the current year, forty-three persons;, who had been strongly 
recommended for appointment, were invited to present themselves for 
examination before the army medical board, lately in session in this city; 
twenty-one of whom declined or failed to attend, and twenty-two were 
examined ; and of these last, twelve were rejected, and ten passed with . 
credit. From this it will appear that the proportion of successful cansi- · 
dates was larger than formerly ; and as it is known that the standard of 
merit reared by the medical board has not been lowered, but perhaps of 
late somewhat elevated, we cannot but attribute the comparative increased 
number of approved candidates to the fact that of late more highly quali-
fied aspirants alone are willing to meet the trial. 
The present organization of the medical staff is WP.ll calculated to insure 
efficiency, and, under ordinary circumstances, the number of officers would 
10 
• 
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l:>e sufficient to meet all the requirements of the service. While a portion 
of the army is in the field, however, and the remainder distributed among 
the posts along a vast extent of country, we mnst continue to call into 
requisition the services of many private physicians. 
Delicacy, perhaps, forbids my saying much in commendation of the 
members of the medical staff of the army ; yet I may be permitted to ex-
press the confident belief that (with two or three exceptions) no officers 
of the Government, whether in the civil or military departments, are more 
zealous in the cause of their country, more prompt to obey orders, or more 
faithful in the discharge of their various duties. 'rhis opinion, I am 
happy to state, is in accordance with that very generally expressed by 
their associates-in-arms 0f the line of the army. In truth, we have now 
an efficient corps of talented and experienced medical officers ; and as the 
inducements to enter the army are much greater than heretofore, and the 
bar to admission into the service without merit is, through the action of 
the medical boards, complete, we may reasonably calculate on introducing 
into the army, in each succeeding year, a portion of the very elite of the. 
p:rofe~sion. 
It becomes my duty now to state to you, that the clerical duties apper-
taining to the Surgeon General's office cannot be performed by one in-
dividual. When the office was first created, and one clerk awarded to it, 
we had a small army, with the troops more concentrated than now, a few 
medical officers, and a still less number of hired physicians . . Now, our 
army is larger, and the troops are much more dispersed over the conn try; 
a great accession has been made to the strength of the medical staff; and 
from the necessities of the service, growing ont of the state of war, a still 
~renter increase of hired physicians is required. 'l'he correspondence, 
simply, of the department with these numerous physicians, and with the 
officers of the line of the army, not to mention that on public business 
with many persons in civil life, will give ample employment to the force 
now in the office. And if we take into con£ideration the various reports 
required from the office, aud also the numerous returns, reports, &c. from 
the surgeons, assistant surgeons, and other physicians employed at the 
military posts, arsenals, recruiting rendezvous, &c., extended all over the 
Inn~ which have to be examined and prepared for further action ; and 
superadd to these duties the labor of scrutmizing, adjusting-, and finally 
~;ettling the multiplicity of complex and perplex acconnts which are con-
atantly coming in upon the department, it will be evident that, with the 
pr~sent fc)rce the business of the office cannot be well done, if it is done 
nt alt. I am willing, rmd so is the clerk, to do all that other men can do. 
I am ready to undertake whatever man can accomplish; but I cannot 
perform impracticabilities, and one of these is, to keep pace, with one 
clerk, with t.he continuously increasing business of the Medical Department 
of the army. 
Alt of which is respectfully submitted. 
TH. LAWSON, Surgeon General. 
Hon. J. R. PoiNSETT, 
Secretary of War, Washington. 
STATEMENTS 
OP 
THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 
A. 
Statement shO'wing the am(Junt applicllble to expenditure, and the amount e:cp.ended it' the service of the Medical JJ,epa1·t-
ment, during the year ending 30th September, 1838. 
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Medical and hospital depart-
ment of the army - -
Preventir~g and suppressing In-
dian hostilities - -
Protection of northern frontier 
Erecting hospitals at military 
pos~ - - - -
Purchase of sites for marine 
hospitals on western waters 
$28,615 07 $8,110 94 l$39,200 00 
15,000 00 
$25 oo I $75,951 01 
10,900 00 
1,000 00 


















Amount disbur~erl in 2d Amonnt disbursed in 3d 
quarter of 1838. quarter of 1838. 
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"' '+-<~ ..... "" !;() ~:: s-£ 1:>.00 _>-. bD >=j.._.O.O .s .f:! ·.::: c::: -o -~ §;;;1$ <n pCll"dQ) ~ ..... 
g ~~,g oS~'d ::i p .0 .0 0 >,>:::; -d rn <.)ttl Q).,... oJJ <.) ~ Cl.l.,... ;o ~ p.,~ g. ;s g p.,~ g. 
" 
>-. >..S p...;..:::: ;>.. >-.8 S..:.::: 
p::) p::) c.:l ~ 
------ ------ ------
Medical and hospital department of the army $2,593 18 $3,629 73 $3 ,823 73 
$5,494 27 
Preventing and suhpressing Indian hostilities 780 59 - - -
Protection of nort ern frontier - - 200 97 - -
Erecting hospitals at military po~ts - - 3,620 52 - 3,911 60 -
Purchase of sites for marine hospitals on 
western waters - - - - - - - -
..----.---- ------ ------ ------
7,195 26 3,G29 73 7,735 33 5,4()4 27 


























Zl6.. ~ §'g;3~~ 




1:1 oo- g__g.S 
<+-<0 "dM >< rn -5~ ~~Q)"g~ CM s ~-
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ClJ 0 • 
,.c:.-oOO ~~s~~ ~ Q) _, CIJM .... en grn Q) _g·;::: 
:;:-o~ 1l-s S,.o::O '"'~ ...... >=l 
<l) <l) t-.- ::io ~0 e 0_~ <.) P- <l) <l)M 
>=jX.O <.l>, _.C'fZI~ ifJ p.. 
~Q)s Q .... ~ QJ o..::: ~ 
t:j:::QJ ~~ o..c:: P...p :;: , p::i .... 
~ 
E-1 ..... ~_,pi 
------ ---·-- -----
$3,308 20 $40,768 04 $44,076 
1,270 46 - 1,270 
3,546 50 - 3,546 
- 12,831 25 12,831 
------ ------ -----














Sia!Jemrmt slto:wing the a'ln{1Unt r(!m(l,ining in tk !l(Znds pf f(Uh (Jj tM dislntrsing agents of the l'lfedical DMJartmtmt, pmd 111nttatYu:nted for, em tM 1st ~o!xr, I....J 
1837; t_he amount re:mitted to ett~h f~om_ the Trettsury, or turned over to him tJtj other agent or agents, mUl those which came into the hands of eack from sales 
of publzc property, rent of publzc butldtngs or grounds, o1· from other S()ll.trces. dfu?"ing the last quarter of 1837, and eae.l£ of tiLe first three quarte1·s of 1838; 
tlte amount accounted and 'tf-naccounted for by each in P.ach of the quarters, by accounts and 'Voucke_rs of expenditures, or by evidences of transfers to otl£er 
agents, fJr of replacements tn the Treasury; and tiLe balanGe unaccounted for by each, at tlte end of each quarter. 
~r;; s"d s .... I 
.s~~ ,.: 0~ C) <8 
::s,.;:l 0 Q) 
(1:$ 
"gs ¢;=!1 .;;"t .... ::s "d Q) ~] ~ ,.: Q) ~ 0 .... d "C"d ..a -d <8 E .-d"¢; "C'"OQ) s ot~:S'-< ~§~ Q) d Q) "d J-c "d ::s Names of agents. d'-< .::: ~ "d 
~ 
0 
Remarks. ~<£ ·s 6~ "d d Q)(l)cu C) ~ .'!J- dr-: Q) E~-s § CJ d"d Q)::s..Q _gc8 0.. (1:$ '""'~o "dd ~ EMs:: 0 s::l ·: * ~ ~~en Q) CJ ::s .... Q)>, c~ ~ ~ -- ~·,...... CJ cu c..>:::~ d'-<.0 §vrB ::~ §~~ ~ CJ d 0 .... ::s~ .... ::s -; s::l ~ CJ ~ s~ ~ 0~ ::s ~::s 0 O..c: ti:S C':! -u::s s (1:$ 0 .... 0 s s .... - 0 -; ti:St~:$0' ~CJ CQ ~ .... ~ellen ~ ~OA. ~ CQ ----------- ------ ----- ------ ------ ------
FOURTH QUAR'l'ER-1837. 
Surgeon Thos. G. Mower - $8.022 10 $6,000 00 - $14,022 10 $6,006 04 - $6,006 04 $8,016 06 Disbursing. Surgeon '\Vm. Beaumont - 88 84 GOO 00 - 6A8 84 516 27 - 516 27 172 57 Disbursing. Assistant surg. Benj. King - - 2,168 75 - 2,168 75 2,168 75 - 2,168 75 
478 25 
Disbursing. Major Th. F. Hunt, q'r m'r - - 600 00 - 600 00 121 75 - 121 75 Disbursing. ---- ---------- ------ ------ ------ ----- ------
Total - - 8,110 94 9,368 75 - 17,479 69 8,812 81 - 8,819 81 8,666 88 ---------- ------------ ------ ----------- ------.FIRST QUAR'l'ER-1838. 
Surgeon Thos. G. Mower 8,016 06 10 ,000 00 25 00 18,041 06 8,760 73 - 8,760 73 9,2AO 33 Disbursing. Surgeon Wm. Beaumont 172 57 172 57 88 84 - 88 84 83 73 Disbursing. f\.ss1slant surg. Benj. King - - 4,000 00 78 62 4,078 62 - 4,078 62 Disbursing. 1\ssist. surg. H. L . Heiskell - 1,000 00 - 1 ,000 00 625 77 - 625 77 374 23 Disbursing. \iajor Th. F. Hunt, q'r m'r • 478 25 2,700 00 - 3,178 25 3,958 84 - 3,958 84 - Disbursing. ---- ------ ---~ ---- ------ ------ ------ ------









SECOND Q.U.\!tTE ·~-1838. 9,280 33 9,280 33 rgeon Thos. G. ,J.lower - -
rueon 'Vm. Beaum<!lnt - 83 73 500 00 - 583 13 
si:,tant surg. lJer,j. King - 4,078 ti<2 - - 4,0/H li~ 
sist. ~urg H. L. Heiskell - :n± :.>-3 - - 3/4 23 
1jor Th. F. Hunt, q'r m'r - - - - -
------ ------ --------
Total 13,816 01 500 00 
. 14,316 91 - - -- ----- -------- ------
THIRD Q.UARTER-1838. 
lrgeoP Thos. G. Mower - 6,76'3 6-2 - - 6,768 G~ 
lrgeon 'VVm. Beaumont - 4~8 44 - - 493 4-l 
>sistant surg. Benj. King 458 10 7,000 00 - 7,45f3 10 
ajor Th. F. Hunt - - - 1,000 00 - 1,000 00 
------ ---- ----- ------
Total - - 7,725 16 8,000 00 - 15,725 16 




200 97 173 26 
780 5~ -
----- ----








Disbursing. 13,511 71 G,7G8 62 
R5 29 4!l8 44 Di:::.bursing. 
8,620 52 458 10 Disbursing. 
- Disbursing. -
----- ----
If) ,217 52 7,725 16 
--------
2,ROG 26 3,962 36 Disbursing. 
185 28 3L3 16 Di..;bursing. 
3.911 60 3,546 50 D1sbursing. 
790 59 219 41 Disbursing. 
---- ----











Report of sick and wounded of the army, and a portion of the 'militia and volunteers in the service of tlte United States, L.--1 
for tlte year ending 30th September, Ul38. 
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Taken sick or received in hospital during the quaner. 
Fevers. 
v 
t- :~ i:1 '- ~ ~ 0 .~ cu ~ d :5 ·a ~ ·s C1J ct5 s ...z:l cu 0 ::;; s o:J 0 s '- ·g ..q >::: !:: :;:l p., C':$ cu ;::... o;:l 0 t/l Cl.l -;:; cu 
E-1 .5 '- C':$ >::: - ~ A:l C!J ~ - - ---- -- --- --- --- ---
981 318 43 66 27 22 44 793 14:3 15 168 45 37 88 787 138 3 78 34 39 62 1,077 300 1 40 7 <14 30 
---· -------- --- --- ---
3,G4l 898 62 352 113 142 224 
--- ----- --- ---- --- ·---





































onrth qn:Arter, 1837 
irst quarter, 1838 
econd quarter, 1838 








December 31, 1837 
March 31, 1838 
June 30, 1838 





















Taken sick or received in hospitnl during the quarter. 
~ ·- ~ l'<i ;;... o.i 
:~ 
-~ 
~ ,..q '§ E:l ~ 
r-. '-' s ~ ~ 'lJ ~ Ctl ~ 
0 cd -B 
~ 'lJ 
~ ~ 'lJ cd 
rJ) 
,..q >. 0.. 
,..q 0 
>. 
u u 0 lil cC Q 
---· --- --- ---- ------ ----
18 77 61 67 209 9GO 707 
24 llO 9~ 41 354 728 558 
37 ~~ (;5 30 261 795 619 
67 19 92 3-2 193 1,127 1,005 
--- ---- --- --- ---- - -- ---
- 146 285 310 170 1,017 3,610 2,889 
---- --- ---- --- --- ---~ 
















































Year. Month. 0 
"0 
cr. cr. s:l ro 
:E 
I 
en s:l ~ "0 
~ 
.::: :;:l CJ) cd s:l ~ s:l • ·o :.c: c:; ·- CJ) :;:l (1.) :><; roo .... ~ 0 0 (<;! s-.0 
>-. ~ s :;:l ~ o.;- Q,) w. ~ wen til 
-------- ------ - --- - ·-- ·--- --- --- --- ---
Fourth quarter, 1837 - December 31, 1 8~7 51 393 110 18 20 - IG 
First quarter, 1838 - March 31, 1838 43 447 131 11 19 - 38 
Second quarter, 1838 - June 30, 1838 59 297 10:.1 8 18 3~ 
Third quarter, m:38 - September 30, 1838 26 4ti0 261 4 14 300 ~1 
------- ---- ----- -------- --- ---
Total li9 1,507 611 41 71 300 107 
Dea ths 2 20 3 3 5 
en :>, 
B :><; 
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irst quarter, l83d 
econd qn::trler, 1838 






Taken sick or received in hospital 





Ch !=::: a) 8 
r-.8 d '"d Q)_. QJ 
,.C"ii) bJJ I=: -o ~ 
Q) I'-< 
Oo., ,._, :::: _ en 0 
bO Q) 
~;c bJJ E--1 ~ ~ 
------------- ---
December 31, 1837 1,063 6,007 7,451 -
March 31, 1838 1,000 G,088 6,088 -
June 30, 183~ 1,013 5,480 5,4 0 -
September 30, 1838 l' 183 7,03-! 7,034 -
------- --- ---- ----- ----
Total - 4,25!) 24,G09 2G,053 24,212 
--------- --- ----- ----- ----
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29 311 473 555 1,028 
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No.4. 
REPORT OF THE PAYMASTER GENERAL. 
PAYMASTER GENERAL's OFFICE, 
November 29, 1838. 
S1 R: I have the honor, herewith, to submit a statement of funds advanced 
o paymasters witbin the fiscal year ending the 30th day of September, 1838, 
showing the amount expended and accounted for, and the balance to be ac-
counted br, on that dny, by each paymaster. 
It will be recollected that the Pay Department is almost the only bntnch 
of service that remains as it was organized beft>re the passage of the late 
nets increasing the army. As yet I have not fonnd that additional paymas-
ters are required; but experience has convinced n1e tnat an interrnediate 
grade of officers: between the head of the depn.rtment and paymasters, 
would be highly beneficial to the service. Concert and harmony are neces-
sary hetween officers who act together in paying large bodies of troops in 
the field: and it is important that the dnty should be properly distributed 
between them, and that they should be immediately responsible to a head 
tor the performance of it. It is also important that the commanding officer 
should have with him a person well acquninted with tho duty of paymasters 
· nd the resources of the department, to give him information, and to be 
responsible for the· p,nyment of the troops. I would, therefore, respectfully 
recommend an application to Congress to authorize the President to appoint 
two of the paymasters now provided for by law assistant paymasters gen-
eral, with the pay and emolnments of a lieutenant colonel ca~h, who, io 
nddit;on to their present duties, shall perf(nm such other service as may oe 
assigned to them. 
In the bill' for in .. creasing the army, as reported by the Military Committee 
0f the Honse of Representatives at the last session of Congress, provision 
was made to authorize the Secretary of War to allow paymasccrs employed 
in paying volunteers ::tnd militia such compensation as he should think just, 
not to exceed one per cent. on the amount of their disbursement~, to cover 
the losses they sustain in making such pnymeuts, and in the settlement of 
their accounts. This provision was stricken out in the Honse; mainly on 
the ground, it is believed, that it shonld not he included in that bill, but be 
provj.ded for in a separate act. In support cf the justice and equity of the 
provision, I respectfully submit the following extract from a statement 
mad: by the Comptroller and Auditor, who settle the accounts of paymas-
ters, and who are, therefore, well qualified to give an opinion on the subject: 
"In the course of the examination and settlement of paymasters' ac-
connts, I could not fail to observe the very heavy responsibilities thrown 
on those officers iu consequence of the war in Florida. Some of the mo~t 
inteUigent and correct officers in the Paymaster's Department have been 
employed in that ~crvice, and yet, such is the e.'treme difficulty attending 
t o payment of milllia and volunteers, that: in a] most every account that has 
passed under my examination, disallowances have been made, many of 
157 [I J 
which must ultimate1y fall on the disbursing officers . . In the payment of 
the militia the paymaster has to make himself acquainted with the varid'ns 
militia laws, so far as they relate to organizatiou, all varying from each other 
and from the laws for the organization of the regular arrriy. He must, also 
rely upon rolls and other evidence, in many cases made out irregularly, ifL 
consequence of the inexperience of militia officers; and if, in the pressure 
usually attending the discharge and payment of large bodies of troops, a 
mistake is made, arising either from erroneous construction of laws or re 
ulations, or from miscalculation of amount, the paymaster must bear the 
loss. 
"Considering the very hazardous responsibility resting upon those pay-
masters who are required to make disbursements in Florida and tbe vicinity7 
I have been surprised that responsible officers could be found who would 
be willing to perform the service. 
" ALBION K. PARRIS." 
"I have read the above statement, and entirely concur in the views :md 
opinions expressed by Mr. Parris. 
'~ W. B. LEWIS." 
Under such circumstances I owe it to the officers, who will suffer se-
verely if relief is not granted, to request you to present the subject again to 
Congress, in a way most likely to obtain for it a favorable consideration. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
The Hon. JoEL R. PoiNSETT, 
Secretary of War. 
N. 'rOWSON, 
Paymaster General. 
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A. 
Statement showing the amount applicaUle to expenditure, and the amount 
the 30th of .. 
Cs ~ I b.O Ill 
td 0 ·c . 
Q) 
bO t:S!:3 ... 
E-4 .s "C;;CIJ 
Q) 
rn ~b'o 
,.q p~ .... l=l .... ,_.: .OM t~:!O 
SM .~00 
·;:;o 
oOO 'C~ P.,_. ........ ..... ... ~ 2 o, 
<;...; -
Names of appropriation~. s:=iu 
0 a.> P-s:= 
~-s P-o ~s 
co·~ 
Q ~ sfa ... a.> '" P.. 'C ~ ,..c:::CIJ p !ll 
s::O.. r::UJ !ll bO t:Sa.> ,.....~::: 
Vlrn ...... ,..c::: ll:l';::l rn ... 
I 
a.>,..C::: QJO §Cil 
(.)~ CJM ·- s:= s::O l=lv; -~ <lJ e<jM C<l>-. 'Ca.> 
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Pay of the army - - - $896,!>73 (j!) $296,235 14 $1,470,193 00 
Subsistence of officers - - 171,372 :n 65,499 00 34i,749 00 
Forage - - - - 91,629 31 B,932 00 70,987 00 
Clothing of officers' servants - 2-!,46~ 76 2,565 00 26,550 00 
Payments in lieu of clothing - 1,797 85 17,211 00 30)000 00 
------ -------------
1,186,235 98 4.05,4!2 14 1,945,4i9 00 
-------- ------ --.------
Pay of officers and cadets, W. r. 42,414 00 13,939 47 56,012 00 
Subsistence of officer.;; and cadets 25,416 80 6,000 00 39,5fifi 00 
Forage of officers' horses, W. P. 76Fl 00 100 00 1,152 00 
Clothing of officers' servants, W. P. 37 53 50 00 330 00 
------- ------ -------
G8,G66 33 20,039 47 97,0GO 00 
-- ----- ----- -- - -------
Pay of 4,000 volunteers for 1838, &c. - •742,785 35 1,416,250 32 
Correcting an error in paying In-
dians . - - - - - 7,775 53 
• 
I ; . 
-------
Total - . - l,1G8,316 96 -
•This balance arises from aprropriations pnor to 18 8, which were applicable Lo paymenw 
in all the departments of. the army. 
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A. 
e.-cpended in the service of the Pay Department, duriug the year ending 
/:!,~eptem,ber, 1838 . 
.... 0 
~- Amount disbursed. OJ 
~;3_; 





~ td.?4 1€ ...... 0'0 s::·c...c: EEJ0-'(1) 
::::s p.,- 0 0 i::a:; ~ 
C:::l bD ~ i:: :-s ~ H•M ~ 
Q P..Q) !=: c c <1) :;j c 0..~ 'Vi ..... "'"'Vl cr' 'i::~Q):.::; 0"" :;j r-. 
!!:'-<·-;::; :;j 5 ~s.ti s o:lC"d ..0 
Q rn (.)·~ if.J- <lJ 
.-'"Q Q) ;.aw (.) ~ s <+=: .c d(dO. 1-4 td ~ -~"'d ~ ~Q)~ 
~,.CQ) »OJ »OJ.-~:>. P=l(.) I=Q (.) (.) o:l,.Cl 
------
$2,663,401 R3 $221,860 11 -
604,620 37 74,412 27 -
166,518 31 14,197 !)3 -
53,577 7fi 5,517 17 -
49,008 85 13,080 15 -
-------- ------ ------
3,537,157 12 332,076 63 -
------- ------- ------
ll2,3G5 47 20,206 15 -
71,012 8n 13,83ti 40 -
2,0~0 00 480 00 -
417 53 132 50 -
--------------- ------
185,815 80 31,705 05 -
----- - - ------ - ------
_ 1 337,409 81 1,280 45 
-------
- 704,1!)1 52 1,280 45 
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Names of appropriations. 
Pay of the army - -
Subsistence of officers • 
Forao-e - - -
Clotl:'ing of officers' servants 





Po.y af officers and cadets, W. P. 
Subsistence of officers and radets 
Forage of otficers' horses, W. P. 
Clothing of officers' servanL'>, W. P. 
Pay of 4,000 volunteers for 1A38, &c. 
Correcting an error in paying In-




In second qunr- In third quarter of 1838. 
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Total - 1, 136,221 n 1,216,576 98 957 31 3,758,764 18 
PAYMASTE:! GENERAL's o~'F!CE, Nove?nber 29, 1838. 






































The advances for volunteers and militia in 
the second and third quarters of 1838, were 
greater than were required, and the surplus 
was applied to the payment of the regular 
troops; which will be refunded to the appro-
priations on the settlement of the accounts, 
and will reduce the balance now stated to be 
"undrawn from the Treasury on the 30th 
September, 1838." 
In addition to the appropriations for volun-
teers and militia, which were specially made 
for the pay department, there are other ap-
propriations for 1837 and 1838, which being 
applicable to the disbursements of all the de-
partments, are therefore not noticed in this 
table. They are as follows: 
Repressing Seminole hostili-
ties, balance 30th Sept. 1837 - $8,101 61' 
Preventing and suppressing 
Indian hostilities - - 12,872 IJS 
Rifle rangers, Coosada volun-
unteers, &c. 11,650 00 
Suppression of Indian hostili-
ties per act 16th October 
1837 - - - - 1,600,000 00 
For protection of the northern 
frontier, act 30th January, 
1838 625,500 00 
N. TOWSON, P. M. G. 
[ 1] 16~ 
B. 
Statmnent showing the amount remaining in the hands of each of the 
1st October, 1837; the amount remitted to each from the Treasury, or 
the accounts of each from sales of public property, rent of public buildings 
uf the first three quarters of 1838; the amount accounted and unac 
ea:penditures, or by evidences of transfers to other agents, or of replace 
of each quart~r. 
Names of agents. 
. F. Larned -









. H. Smith -
. A. Massias 
. P. Andrews 
. Kirby -






. A. Forsyth 
. D. Steuart 
. S. Lytle -
. Mapes -
. Muhlenberg 
E . Herring 
W. Rector 
. Andrews c 
D . Fraser 
T. J. Leslie 
w . S. Harney 
-----










J. B. Grayson, (acting) 
R. Bennett, (acting) -
R. D. A. Wade, (acting) 
M. C. Buck, (acting) -
J. C. Casey, (acting) -
E. Van Ness, (acting) 
Total - -
" 
- -- -- -- -
- -- -- -
- -- -





- -- -- -
- -- -- -
- -
Fourth 
e:,cn §8~ cJ 0~ td 
]s 
~ 0 '-> Q) .... bD .0. 
1'dro tdo i=lJ-. 2 'd-~ ....o:~v 
!=IS-< ·§ 6~ 'd ~<8 ~s..: 
!=I'd ~~£ ~<8 .,.-.~ Cl) • 
!=I'd ~§~ 
....,Q)J-, 
~J-,Q) -~ ~ 
l=io'"' gE-1 ~ ....... !=~ tdotd !lg (;it.>O S,%'d ~t.l ~tdo' <Q .... v 
------ ------ ------
$50,500 00 $50,500 00 
$14,285 45 11,506 :33 25,791 78 
15,486 28 10,038 80 25,525 C8 
25,763 44 895 65 26,659 09 
88,540 43 12,000 00 100,540 43 
18,588 23 102,684 52 121,272 75 
15,385 79 15,202 00 30,587 79 
43,657 23 
135,000 00 135,000 00 
173 50 43,R30 73 
66,160 00 . 66,160 00 
25,308 76 50,000 00 75,308 76 
29,614 58 29,614 58 
37,502 31 45,24R 53 82,750 84 
29,406 7i 40,100 00 69,506 77 
34,019 76 34,019 76 
161,624 89 57,872 19 219,497 08 
171,813 41 21,128 55 192,941 96 
31,692 23 22,200 00 53,892 23 
12,392 89 - 12,392 89 
61,884 85 682 96 62,567 81 
22,943 92 25,000 00 47,943 92 
104,930 24 110,000 00 214,930 24 
J ,032 59 30,000 00 31,032 59 
150,296 26 150,296 26 
5,986 65 21,525 57 27,512 22 
------ ------ ------
1,168,316 96 761,758 60 1,930,075 56 
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B. 
disbursing agents of the Pay Department, and unaccounted for on the 
turned over to him by other agent or af?ents, and those which came into 
or grounds, or from other sources, during the last quarter of 1837, and each 
counted for by each in each of those quarters, by accounts and vouchers of 
ments in the Treasury, and tlte balance unaccounted for by each at the end 
. 
quarter, 1837. First quarter, 1838. 
0 I • ~ I.._, 
.... Cl.l>. .s §~ ~~ 
~ :;::5 '"d "dEl 
..0 ~] ~ 
~ Cl.) 
<8 ~ ;;0 
Cl.) otll~ 
"d ~ ~-.;; "d "'d _E-t 0 
::::: Cl.lrnCI.l Cl.) ~ !=II-< 
Cl.) 
~~.s ~ 
~ ~<8 0. :;::5 cd 1>1 0 ~ .s]. Cl.) ..... M~ t) :::::: 
Q 
~ ld•...-4 t) Cl.) ~§~ ~ "'d cd ~ 
~ ~~Cl.) 
~ ~ l=lo~-< 0 oCI.l~ til tll~tll s s.S~ 0 -;.; ~~g. 
~ ~00. ~ ~ I=Q 
------------------------------
$18,896 34 $18,896 34 $31,603 66 $31,603 66 
10,984 46 10,98J 46 14,807 32 14,807 32 
9,690 57 9,690 57 15,834 51 15,834 51 
14,658 08 14-,658 08 12,001 01 12;001 01 
78,472 15 2,000 00 80,472 15 20,068 28 20,068 28 
33,371 85 5,616 72 38,988 57 82,284 18 82,284 18 
11,351 25 11,351 25 19,236 54 19,236 54 
135,000 00 135,000 00 
- 43,830 73 43,830 73 
48,861 44 17,000 00 65,861 44 298 56 298 56 
3,232 07 3,232 07 72,076 69 72,076 69 
29,614 58 29,614 58 
82,750 84 82,750 84 
21,340 63 21,340 63 48,166 14 48,166 14 
3,689 52 3,689 52 30,330 24 30,330 24 
62,472 04 62,472 04 157,025 04 157,025 04 
99,977 76 56,000 00 155,977 76 36,964 20 36,964 20 
51,475 28 51,475 28 2,416 95 2,416 95 
12,392 89 12,392 89 
21,577 78 21,577 78 40,990 03 40,990 03 
8,873 03 8,873 03 39,070 89 39,070 89 
98,009 21 
12,000 00 
98,009 21 116,921 03 116,921 03 
12,000 00 19,032 59 19,032 59 
86,064 09 86,064 09 64,232 17 64,232 17 
21,193 97 21,193 97 6,318 25 6,318 25 
------------ ------------
704,191 52 92,616 72 796,808 24 1,133,267 32 1,133,267 32 
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B-Continued. 
First quarter, 




Names of agents. B 
Q) 
~ cd_ 0) '"d 





...,w .... $:l'"d i:l ~1-IQJ ..... Q) ::lE-i> ...... i:J ;::l 0 0 .5g 0 S~'"d s < ... Q) ~(.) < 
... • Jl _ _ ....,. '. ------- ------
B. F. Larned - - - - $11,049 26 $42,652 92 $21,852 27 
D. S. Townsend - - - 17,400 00 32,207 32 15,607 22 
D. Randall - - - - 140,019 40 155,853 91 11,334 19 
C. H. Smith - - - - 80 12,001 81 5,092 00 
A. A. Massias - - - 70,000 00 90,068 28 9,374 42 
T. P. Andrews - - - 420 68 82,704 86 38,324 88 
E. Kirby - - - - 10,231 3! 29,467 88 -
L. G. De Russy - - - 135,000 00 
R. A. Forsyth - - - 60,000 00 103,830 73 18,665 18 
A. D. Steuart - - - - 257,307 03 257,605 59 
J. S. Lytle - - - - 53 34 72,130 03 31,634 33 
C. Mapes - - - - 29,614 5A 
P. Muhlenberg - - - 10,000 00 92,750 84 56,260 71 
E. Herring - - - - 195 50 48,361 64 27,624 45 
W. Rector - - ~ - 70,560 37 100,890 61 
C. Andrews - - - - 117,150 51 274,175 55 229,304 20 
D. Fraser - - - - 55,506 50 92,470 70 24,296 49 
T. J. Leslie - - - - 47,542 33 49,959 28 20,520 12 
W. S. Harney - - - - 12,392 89 -
13. Walker, (acting) - - - 24,008 43 64,998 46 36,974 01 
1. B. Gray8on, (acting) - - 215,000 00 254,070 89 20,964 63 
R. Bennett, (acting) - - - 10,000 00 126,921 03 117,020 95 
R. D. A. Wade, (acting) - - - 19,032 59 -
M. C. Buck, (acting) - - 64,23;} 17 ' J. C. Casey, (acting) - - - 191,652 04 197,970 29 13,139 62 
E. Van Ness, (acting) - -
------------ ---·---









I, 162 33 
3,300 00 
175,000 00 




















































[ I ] 






















































0 I • u 
..... Q)>-, ~ 
r-.r-. Q) '"' ~ ..0 <U '1::1 rn 




a--= Q) .:: ...... Q) 0. ;:;§-:::: ..c=<£ ~ 
Q) _, OJ) Q >:::'1::1 
~ 
~ ~ ....... ..... (J) 
.::: '1::1 -~ 0 0'-<Q) 
~g 0 O<LlU s s...c: c:l ~Col 
~ ~oP. _I 
------- ------B. F. Lamed - - - - $185' 8,11 87 $163,998 55 $21,843 32 D. S. Townsend - - - 15,66~ 77 15,66~ 77 -D. Randall - - - - 144,618 42 29,839 13 -C. H. Smith - - - - 18,021 90 4,192 64 A. A. Ma. sias . - - 124,093 86 46,978 32 lli,OOO 00 T. P. Andrews - - - 86,349 63 52,034 62 2,000 00 E. Kirby - - - - 69,823 14 27,121 67 7,970 00 
L. G. De Russy - - - 41,000 00 6,409 63 -R. A. Forsyth . - - 85,370 94 
-A. D. Steuart - - - - 2!19,749 28 242,048 56 19,000 00 J. S. Lytle - - - - 110,019 51 101,220 88 6,465 00 C. Mapes - . - - 122,275 46 122,275 46 -P. Muhlenberg - - - 286,490 13 10,360 27 E. Herring - - - - 59,658 82 20,736 52 3,177 10 W. Rector - - - - 150,890 61 96,035 88 -C. Andrews - - - - 90,482 05 40,093 62 D. Fraser - - - - 110,420 04 21,657 19 40,100 00 T. J. Leslie - - - - 55,149 32 43,079 77 12~ 00 W. S. Harney - - - 12,392 89 - -
B. Walker, (acting) - - - 28,194 14 - -
J. B. Grayson, (acting) - - 80,5119 24 11,126 34 5,400 00 R. Bennett, (acting) - - - 164,900 08 20,000 00 R. D. A. Wade, (acting) - - 50,150 45 30,582 50 -M. C. Buck, (acting) - - 9,049 67 J. C. Casey, ~acting) - . - 88,383 39 50,773 40 20,000 00 E. VanNess, (acting) - - - - -
------ ------------
Total . - . - - 2,489,506 61 1,136,227 72 162,084 42 
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B-CoBtinued. 
1838. Third quarter, 1838. 
...: ~en Si:tJ 0 cS ~~ • 0'-<s:::: c:l I 
..... 
"d "ds 
<!:: ;=j C1) C1) 
C1) ...., bO 
cS ~ § 0 '"d"dc;l 
.0 
'0 ~ '"0-<!::: Q)S::J-< .9 
C1) 0 .; td~1: "0-t.l S::'-< 
~ t.l _g<-8 s >-,-.. ;J...: p c:l ~~~ 0 s:: s::'"d ,.c::;<-8 
t.l ;=j -~ ~ ~ 
c;j.O 
s::"d c.;. C1) ....,Q)J-< 
(';! t.l Up~ S:: ..... C1l ...... ~ 
-;;; s:: S::o'-< g~ ~ .-s:: <13 <13 t.l c:l !lg 
0 ~ 'Cd~g. SQ)"d 
~ p::j lXI <1:1-:SQ.) 
~t.l 
------------------ ------ -----
$18fJ,841 87 - - $194,440 27 $191,440 27 
15,662 77 21,847 88 21,847 88 
29,839 13 $114,779 29 $114,779 29 10,019 51 124,798 80 
4,192 64 13,829 26 13,829 26 106,220 69 120,049 95 
62,978 32 61,115 54 61 '115 54 7,775 53 68,891 Oi 
54,034 62 32,315 01 32,315 01 43,0!)1 43 75,406 44 
35,091 67 34,731 47 34,731 47 91,937 58 126,669 05 
6,409 63 34,590 37 34,590 37 - 34,590 37 
85,370 94 85,370 94 85,370 94 
2G1,048 56 38,700 72 38,700 72 8,500 00 47,200 72 
107,685 88 2,333 63 2,333 63 2,333 63 
122,275 46 56,498 76 56,498 76 
10,360 27 276,129 86 2ifl, 129 iil6 276,129 86 
23,913 62 35,745 20 35,745 20 70,077 37 105,822 57 
96,035 88 54,854 73 54,854 73 41,876 03 96,730 76 
40,093 62 50,388 43 50,388 43 47,231 74 97,620 17 
61 '757 19 48,662 85 48,662 85 188 42 48,851 27 
43,208 77 11,940 55 11,940 55 40,808 81 52,749 36 
- 12,392 89 12,392 89 - 12,392 89 
- 28,194 14 28,194 14 31,907 87 60,102 01 
16,526 34 63,991 90 63,991 90 63,991 90 
20,000 00 144,900 08 144,900 08 330,000 00 47'1,900 08 
30,582 50 19 567 95 19,567 95 7,700 00 27,267 95 
9:049 67 9,049 67 74,511 48 83,561 15 
70,773 40 17,609 99 17,609 99 10,012 17 27,622 16 
- - - 86,075 97 86,0i5 97 
------ ------ -----
1,298,312 14 1,1!H, 194 47 1,191,194 47 1,280,721 51 2,471,915 98 
[ 1 ] 
Names of agents. 
B. F. Larned -
D. S. Townsend 
D. Randall 
C. H. Smith 
A. A. Massias -
T. P. Andrews 
E. Kirby 
L. G. De Russy 
R. A. Forsyth 
A. D. Steuart 







T. J. Leslie 
W. S. Harney 
B. Walker, (acting) -
J. B. Grayson, (acting) 
R. Bennett, (acting) -
R. D. A. Wade, (acting) 
M. C. Buck, (acting) -
J. C. Casey, t,.acting) -





























































The form used in making this statement was prepared for departments that disburse and 
ticable, and the accounts to be rendered immediately thereafter, it is impossible for paymasters 
September, have been reported with the balances unaccounted for at the dates of tiLe 1·eports. 
close of the third quarter of each year. These include advance~ for payments that be-
that quarter. This will explain why the balances stated to be unaccounted for in last year's 
belongs to the present year was deducted, as heretofore, there would remain but $4-2,959 80 
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H-Continued. 
Remarks. 
Balance reduced to $1,363 82, since 3d quarter of 1838. 
This balance was not received by the Paymaster till fourth quarter, 1838. 
Balance reduced to $4,844 91, by accounts receivea since third quarter. 
Balance reduced to $42,030 92, by accounts received since third quarter. 
Balance disbursed since third quarter. 
Balanr.e reduced to $72,598 47, since 3d quarter; $60,000 received by Pay-
master since the 3d quarter. 
Balance reduced to $34,373 04, by accounts received since third qn;,.rter. 
B21.lance disbursed ~ince third quarter. 
Balance reduced to $4,261 97, by accounts received since third quarter. 
Balance disbursed since third quarter. 
$41,786 37, did Bot reach the Paymaster till the fourth quarter. 
Balance reduced to $1,394 36, since third quarter. 
Disbursing his balance in !<,lorida. 
Balance reduced to $6,844 17, since third quarter. 
Balance reduced to $8,:369 43. Resigned as Paymaster, and appointed Lieu-
tenant Colonel second dragoons. 
Balance reduced to $35,891 70-$31,900 of his remittances did not reach him 
till fourth qnnrter. 
Balance reduced to $8,156 05, by accounts received since third quarter. 
Di~bursing his balance to Tennessee volunteers. 
Balanee reduced to $3,154 66, by accounts received since third quarter. 
Balance reduced to $7,776 23, by accounts received since third qnarter. 
Balance reduced to $7,914 77, by accounts received since third quarter. 
Balanee re(luced to $61,262 29-$60,000 of his remittance did not reach him 
till fourth quarter. 
account quarterly; but as the law requires the troops to be paid every two months, if prac-
to setLle quarterly. Heretofore, the fonds advanced within the ftst::al ye1.r ending on the 30th 
In using this form, I have betm compelled to state the balances on the books ot this office at the 
come due in the fourth quarter, and of course cannot be accounted for until near the end of 
report differ from the balances of that year taken up in this. If the amount that properly 
unaccounted for. 
N. TOWSON, P. M. G. 
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No.5. 
REPORT OF 1,HE COMMISSARY GENERAL OF PURCHASES. 
CoMMISSARY GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Philadelphia, 1Vovember 30, 1838. 
SIR: In obedience to the regulation of the 2d November, 1837, and the 
instructions from the War Department, I have the honor to transmit here-
with two statements, marked A and B, exhibiting the fiscal operations uf 
this department during the fourth quarter of the year, 1837, and the first 
three quarters of 1838. 
Also two other statements, viz: 
No. l. Comparative statement of the cost of clothing, &c. for the United 
States army during the years 1837, 1838, and 1839. 
No. 2. Statement of the cost of clothing, &c., provided for issue to the 
United States army during the years 1838 and 1839. 
With great respect, J hnve the honor to be, sir, your most obedient 
servant, 
Bon. JOEL R. PoiNSETT, 
Secretary of War. 
C. IRVIKE, 
Com. Gen. of Purchases. 
A. 
Statement s/zowinq the amount applicable to e.7:penditure and the amount expended in the service of the Department 
of the Commissary General of Purchases during the year ending 30th September, 1838. 
K\MES OF APPROPRIATIONS. 
Clothing, &c. for army -
Preventing and suppressing In-
dian hostilities - -
Tents, knapsacks, &c. -
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By disbuning agent. 
I 
By accounting officer~ in pay-
ment uf claims pre5ented to I and first iiquidate.d by them. I 
By disbursing agent. 
By accounting officers in pay-
.ment of claims pn·sentedto 



































Aggregate 1:1.mount rlisbursed between 1he 
30th September, 1837, and 30th Septem-
ber, 1838. 
Balance unrlrawn from the Treasnry on 
the 30th September, 1838, per memoran-
dum furnished by Second Auditor's office, 
received through the Clothing Bureau of 
the War Department. 
Balance in the hands of the Commissary 
General of Purchases unexpended on the 
30th September, 1838. 
Total amount unexpended on the 30th Sep-
tember, 1838, applicable to futnre expen-
diture, or to be restored to the unappro-
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B. 
Statement showing the amount remaining in the hands of the Commissary General of Purchases and unaccounted 
for on the 1st October, 1837; the amount remitted from the Treasury or turned ove1· to him by other agent or agents, 
and those which came into his hands from the sale of public property, rent of public buildings or grounds, m· from 
other sources, durin%' the last quarter of 1837, and each of the first three quar_ters of 1838; th_e amount expended 
and accounted for ~n each of those quarters by accounts and vouch~rs of expend'ttures, or by ev·~dences of transje1·s 
to other agents, or of replacements in the Treasury, and the balance unaccounted for at the end of each quarter. 
NAMES OF AGENTS, 
'"0'-' §'@E 
,.q 0 >=! 
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C. Irvine, Commis-~ $14,5-28 58 132,000 00 
1 
sary Gen. Pur. 
NAMES OF AGENTS. 
C. Irvine, Commis-
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-l ~~ ed for from last 00 
~ -l 01 quarter. 
t-:.1 01-.t 
.... .... Amount remit-c.c (.0 
>1>- >1>- ted from the 
00 I~ Treasury and (.0 
(.C (.0 turned over by 
~ ..,. other agents. <:.0 (.0 Tl Amount deriv-
ed from sales, 
rents, and other 
sources. 
~ ~ a; Total in hand 0"> 
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Balance in hand 
and unaccount-
ed for from last 
quarter. 
Amount remit· 
ted from the 
Treasury and 
turned over by 
other agents. 
Amount deriv-
ed from sales, 
rents, and oLher 
8ources. 
Total in hanrl 
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No.1. 
Comparative statement of the cost of clothing, cy.c. for the United States 
army, during the years 1837, 1838, and 1839. 
GARMENTS, &c. 
Prices in Prices in Prices iu 
1837. 1838. 1839. 
---- ---
Forage-caps, artillery and infan~ry - - - - $0 75 $0 75 $0 6~ 
Forage-caps, dragoon - - - - - - 1:!5 !:!5 75 
Uniform caps, with metal equipments, artillery and infantry - 2 05 2 05 1 89 
Uniform cap~, with metal equipments, dragoon - - 2 46 2 20 2 08 
Epauletts for non-commissioned staff, pairs - - - 237! 2 50 2 50 
Epauletts for sergeants, pairs - - - - - 1 00 1 00 1 00 
Epauletts for corporals, pairs - - - - - 1 00 1 00 94 
Shoulder straps, pairs - - - - - - 50 50 48 
Aiguilletes - - - - - - - 1 25 1 75 1 75 
Sashes, crimson - - - - - - - I 95 2 25 2 25 
Sashe~, yellow - - - - - - 1 70 1 95 1 95 
Pompons for non-commissioned staff - - - - 37! 37! 37! 
Pompon· for artillery - - - - - - 22 20 20 
Pompons for infantry - - - - - - 20 18 16 
Woollen overalls, sergeiints', infantry - - - - 3 36t 3 39t 3 03! 
Woollen overalls, sergeants', artillery - - - - 3 36t 3 35 3 06t 
Woollen overalls, privates' - - - - - 3 02 3 05! 2 76t 
Drilling overalls, privates' - - - - - 68! 69! 63! 
Drilling overalls, ::;ergeants' - - - - - 81! 80! 72 
Infantry sergeants' drilling jackets, with sleeves - - 96 98! 90 
Infantry privates' drilling jackets, with sleeves - - 81 84! 79 
Artillery privates' drilling jackets, vrith sleeves - - 86 8!)! 83i 
Artillery sergeants' dnlling jackets, with sleeves - - I 01 1 03i 94t 
Artillery sky blue cloth Jackets, with sleeves - - - 3 41 3 51 3 2Ii 
Infantry sky blue cloth jotckets, with sleeves - - - 3 29 3 44 3 16 
Cotton shirts, privates' - - - - - - 48! 56! 56! 
Cotton shirts, sergeants' - - - - - 67! 66~ 59 
Flannel ::;hirts - - - - - - 1 18! 1 12t 1 06 
C'lnton flannel drawers - - - - - 53 56 47t 
Laced bootees, pairs - - - - - - 1 46 1 62! 1 50 
Stockings, pairs - - - - - - 35 35t 32t 
Blankets - - - - - - - 3 00 3 00 2 87! 
Great coats - - - - - - - 8 31 9 59 8 60! 
Leather stocks - - - - - - - 13 13 13 
Knapsacks - - - - - - - 1 55 1 42 1 34t 
Haversacks - - - - - - - 25t 26 24! 
Infautry sergeants' coats - - - - - 6 71 6 40t 6 42t 
Infantry privates' coats - - - - - 671 6 38 6 40 
Infantry 1nnsicians' coats - - - - - 8 23 7 96 8 06 
Infantry principal musicians' coat - - - - 10 on 10 07 10 17 
Infantry serjeant major and quartermaster sergeants' coats - 8 48 8 49 8 51 
Artillery sergeants' coats - - - - - 7 02 6 Rfl 6 67 
Artillery privates' coats - - - - - 7 02 6 82 6 64 
Artillery musicians' coats - - - - - 8 38 8IH 81n 
Artillery serjeant major and quartermaster sergeants' coats - 9 97 9 29t 9 15 
Dragoon privates' woollen overalls - - - - 4 34 4 4n 4 09! 
Dragoon sergeants' woollen overalls - - - - 4 61 47U 4 34 
Dragoon privates' cotton overalls - - - - 1 Of)f 1 14 1 05i 
Dragoon sergeants' cotton overalls - - - - 1 30 1 29} 1 16! 
Dragoon privates' cloth jacket~ . - - - - 5 03 5 02t 4 '79t 
Dragoon serjeants' cloth jackets - - - - 511 5 06i 4 84t 
Dragoon private~' cotton jackets - - - - 94 99! 93i 
Drago~m sergeants' cotton jackets - - - - 1 11! 1 11 1 02 
Dragoon sergeant majors' ('Oats . - - - 737! 7 56! 7 23t 
Dragoon corporal~ and privates' coats - - - - 6 72 6 07! 5 74t 
Dragoon musicians' coats - - - - - 8 24 7 51 7 44 
Dragoon principal musician's coat - - - - 8 89 9 00 8 93 
Dragoon sergeants' coats - - - - - 672 6 13 580 
[ 1 ] 176 
No. 1--Continued. 
Prices in Pnces in Prices in 
1837. 1838. 1839. GARMENTA, &c. 
- ---·------------------- -------- ----
Dragoon shoulder straps, brass, pair -
Dragoon great coats 
Dragoon hair plumes -
Dragoon bands and tassels 
Of dnance sergeants' coats 
Ordnanca privates' coats 
Ordnance sergeants' woollen overalls -
Fatigue frock -
CoMMISSARY GENERAL's OFFICE, 
























Commissary General of Purchases. 
No. 2. 
Statement of the cost of clothin{f eye. provided for issue to the United 
States army during the year 1838-'39. 
Dragoon uniform cap " 
Dragoon tulip -
Dragoon cap plate 
Dragoon band and tassel 
Dragoon hair plume 
Dragoon forage cap 
Dragoon sergeant major and quartermaster sergeants' coat 
Dragoon chief musician's coat - - -· 
Dragoon sergeants' coat 
Dragoon musicians' coat 
Dragoo.n corporals and privates' coat -
Dragoon shoulder straps, brass, pair 
Dragoon sash - - -
Dragoon sergeants' cloth jacket 
Dragoon privates' cloth jacket -
Dragoon sergeants' cotton jacket 
Dragoon privates' cotton jacket 
Dragoon sergeants' woollen overalls 
Dragoon privates woollen overalls 
Dragoon sergeants' cotton overalls 
Dragoon privates' cotton overalls 

























Artillery uniform cap -
Artillery tulip -
Artiller.y cap plate 
Artillery number 
Artillery cannon 
Artillery pompon - - - -
Artillery pompon for non-commissioned staff 
Artillery forage cap - - - - -
Artillery sergeant major and quartermaster sergeants' coat 
Artillery sergeants' coat 
Artillery musicians' coat 
Artillery corporals and privates' coat 
Artillery shoulder straps, pair<:; - - -
Artillery epaulettes for non-commissioned staff -
Artillery epanlettes for sergeants 
Artillery epaulettes for corporals 
Artillery aiguillette 
Artillery sash -
Artillery woollen jacket 
Artillery sergeants' cotton jacket 
Artillery privates' cotton jacket 
Artillery sergeants' woollen overalls 
Infantry uniform cap -
Infantry tulip -




Infantry pompon for non-commissioned staff 
Infantry forage cap 
Infautry sergeant major and quartermaster sergeants' coat 
Infantry chief musicians' coat -
Infantry sergeants' coat 
Infantry musicians' coat 
Infantry corporals and privates' coat 
Infantry shoulder straps, pair -
Infantry epaulettes for non-commissioned staff -
Infantry epaulettes for sergeants 
Infantry epaulettes for corporals 
Infantry aiguilette 
Infantry St1sh -
Infantry woollen jacket 
Infantry sergeants' cotton jacket 
Infantry privates' cotton jacket 
Infantry sergeants' woollen overalls 
Sergeants' cotton overalls 
Privates' cotton overalls 
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Canton flannel drawers 
Sergeauts' cotton shirt -
Privates' cotton shirt -



















Halh <~ rds, set, (average 10 pounds, at 37! cents per pound) 
Rt crniting flag 
RegiLneutal ar1d battalion colors, set 
Guidon 
Drum complctfl 
Drum head batter 
Drum head snare 
Drum sling 
Drnm sticks, pairs 
Drum cord 
Drum snares, set 
F 1h 
Bugle, with extra mouth piece 
TrumJJet 
lrm1 pot 
V\ all tent 
'vall tell t fly -
Hospital tent -
Common tent -
\Vallteut poles, set 
Hospltal poles, set 
































































Saddle bags - - - -
Pad and coat straps, (pad 62!, straps 37!) 
Bridle -
Martingale - - - - -
Neck strap and chain, (strap 25 cents, chain $1 25) 




CoMMISSARY GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Philadelphia, November 16, 1838. 
C. IRVINE. 













Commissary General of Pu~chases. 
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No.6. 
REPORT FROM 'rHE ENGINEER DEPARTMENT. 
ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, 
»' ashington, December 1, 1838. 
Snt: In conformity with instructions, I have the honor to submit, here-
with, a report of the operations of this department for the year ending 
September 30th last, accompanied with the two usual annual statements 
relating to its :fiscal concerns. 
FORTIFICA'l' IONS. 
Fort Warren, Boston harbor, Massachusetts.-In addition to the work 
as per last annual report, there will be completed this season-
The scarp of bastion B, together with all the arches and piers connected 
therewith, except five of the arches on the right face and flank. 
A part, 96 feet in length, of the scarp of curtain, front No. 2, adjoining 
bastion B. The whole length of scarp completed and coped will then be 
540 feet. 
Fort Independence, Boston harbor, Massachusetts.-At the close of 
operations in the month of Oetoher, this work will show-
1,000 feet in length of scarp wan, completed and coped, embracing the 
two channel fronts and part of another, including 24 embrasures. 
The casemate and gallery piers connected therewith, completed. 
The scarp of the curtain on front No. 3 about half completed. 
62 feet of the scarp, left face of front No. 5, carried up 23 feet. 
And the flank casemates of Nos. 1 and 2, and the right flank casemates 
of No. 3, nearly completed, with stone arches. 
Port Adams, Narragansett roads, Rhode Island.-This work is nearly 
finished; the principal excavations and embankments, and the main parts 
of the masonry being completed. 
A great economy would ensue from a liberal appropriation, sufficient to 
complete the work at once; but, in compliance with your directions, an 
estimate is snbmitted: for such an amount as is absolutely essential, in the 
opinion of the department, to prosecute the work with advantage. 
Fortifications in New London harbor, Connecticut.-'rhe works pro1:osed 
by the board of engineers, for the defence of this harbor, are Fort 'rrum-
buU, on the right bank of the River 'l'hames, and Fort Griswold, on the left. 
Colonel Totten, to whose general superintendence the works have been 
assigned, being of opinion that Fort Trumbull should be first built, as 
occupying the best position for defence, it is proposed to apply the appro-
priation of the last session (the first for these works) to its immediate 
erection; a detailed survey of the ground is now in progress, on the com-
pletion of which the plan of the board of engineers will be adapted to it, 
the details of the fort determined, and a revised estimate submitted. 
Fort Schuyler, Throg's neck, East river, New York.-'l'he laying of the 
foundations commenced last year, was completed before the clos~ ~f opera: 
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tions. Nearly all the work of the present season has been upon the cover~ 
face. Part of the scarp has been raised to its full height, and most of the 
remainder to half this height; the arches of the casemates and magazines 
of the reverse front, of the right flank of the land front, and of the con~ 
necting galleries, have been tu-rned, and the roofs of some of them formed. 
All the embrasures and loopholes have been finished, except those of the 
left flank of the land front. 'rhe counterscarp has been raised along its 
whole extent, and in parts nearly to the full height. 
Fort Lafayette, New York harbor.-During the season the sea-wall 
l1as been thoroughly repaired. 
FfJrt E-Iarnilton, New York harbor.-The sea--wall has been repaired; 
a portion of the coping of this wall, originally laid with a projection over 
the face, has been taken up and re-set with its outer face flush with the 
wall. It was found that the surf striking the projection had gradually 
loosened the stones! and entirely displaced some of them. Other repairs 
to remedy the dampness of the casemates, are in progress. 
Repairs of-
~Port Columbus and Castle Williams, New York.-There was no ap~ 
propriation for this work at the last session. The small huilding at the 
back of the main gateway has, however, been completed, as well as the 
stone flagging. To pay arrearages and complete the repairs and improve-
ments mentioned in the last annual report, an estimate will be submitted. 
Fort Delaware, Delaware river.-All the piles have been driven for the 
main foundation of the work, and the grillage on a part of the east front 1s 
ready to receive the masonry. During the present quarter it is proposed to 
continue and finish the grillage on that front, and if possible to continue it 
on the faces of the bastions. 'l'he estimate submitted by the officer in charge 
contemplates the laying of all the masonry below the level of the parad-e, 
to place the work at once beyond the reach of tide water. · 
The report of the board of engineers, appointed to inspect this work la~t 
August, has not yet been received, their multifarious other duties pro-
hibiting it. 
Fort JJfijflin, Delmonre river, Pennsylvania.~The repairs of this work 
are now completed, and it is ready to receive its garrison. 
Fort Mc.Henry, Baltimore harbor.-The parapet of the work has this 
.season been formed and sodded; the traverses laid for ten guns in the main 
work; the banquette for the infantry half finished. 
'l'he breast height wall and interior slope of the parapet, of the exterior 
battery, are finished :tnd its glacis formed; the sodding of the exterior slope 
was prevented by the excessive drought. 
'l'he sea-wall is now completed to a length of 950 feet, and 1,550 feet 
more are four and a half feet high. 
The boundary brick wall is completed, with the exception of the gate-
way. 
Portress ltlonroe, Ilmnpton roads, Virginia.-The officer who ha .. 
lately taken charge of this work, is mo.king preparations to commence, upon 
an extended scale, the repairs recommended by the board of engineers; 
a wharf hns already been commenced, a large mnnber of laborer~ engaged, 
and agreements entered into for an ample supply of the materials required. 
F'ort Calhoun, Hwnpton roads, Vir~inia.-In compliance with the in-
structions referred to in my last nunual report, the operations at Fort Cal ~ 
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honn have been confined to re-placing tbe weights upon the foundation 1 
designed to produce the ultimate subsidence before bnilding. 
~Port Caswell, Oak island, 1\'m·th Carolina.- \Vithin the last year, the 
counterforts and relieving arches intended to strengtl1en the scarp walls, 
have been completed; the earth of the rampart which had been removed has 
been replaced, and the parapet formed ; the breast height walls of both the 
covert-way and parapet have been built; a row of eight inch sheet piles has 
been driven around all the capounieres; and the thickness of the piers of 
the southeast capannieres has been increased. 
This nearly completes the repairs of the work. There are still some 
roofs to be re·-laid, magazines re-ceiled, gun traverses to be laid, and some 
miscellaneous worl-, the whole of which will cost about $5,000, for which 
an estimate will be submitted. 
Fort~fications in Charleston harbor, and preservation of tlte site of 
~Po7't lJ1oultrie, S. C.-rrhe appropriation of la:"t session has been destined 
entirely to the preservation of tbe site of Fort Moultrie, that being of press:ng 
necessity. In execution of the plnn for effecting this, approved by the de-
partment, a large contract for stone has been made at J\ew York, which 
will consume the greater part of the n vail able funds, and another nppropri-
ation will be required immediately. ' 
J!ort Pulaski, Cockspur island, Georgia.-The operations of the past 
season have been confiued to the masonry of the rampart of the enciente, 
and a breakwater and catchsund, necessary for the preservation of 1 he 
is! au d. Most of the scarp wall has been completed to about the tops of the 
cas1~mate arches, most of the piers and abutments of the gorge eompleted, 
the casemate and communication arches of thr~e fronts turned, and a per-
manent head of cut granite been constructed for the wharf on the north 
channel. 
Repairs of Fort Marion, and of the sea-wall at St. Allgustine~ 
Florida.-The appropriation of last session has been applied entirely to 
the sea-wall; 2)UUO running feet nrc now completed, with the exception 
of a granite coping-, for wbich a contract has been made. 
1'l:ie agent report that, should the amount of his estimate for 1839 be 
mnde available in season, the 'vall can be finished by the 1st of January, 
1'340. He also reports, "that the work, though· partially completed, has 
been fonnd to answer effectually the purpose for which it was originally 
deigned, that of protecting the city from inundation during the violcu t 
autumnal gales common in this region." 
Fort Liviugston, GraNde Terre, Lvuisiana.-The que~tion whether 
to prosecute or abandon this work, will be laid before the board of engiueers 
as soon as their numerous duties will enable tbern to devote time to its 
consideratiun. 
Repairs of Fort Baran cas, Pensacola, Flo1'ida.-The plan for the 
improvPm8nt and repnir of this fort bus not yet been matured by the board 
of engineers. Immediate measures will be taken to make the preparatory 
survey, determine the plan, and commence operations. 
~Port Pickens, Pensacola harbor, Plorida.-The quarters at this work 
arc fiuislled, and it is ready to rect:ive a garrison. 
Fort on, Poster's bauk, Peusacola harbor~ Pl01·ida.-This work is com-
pleted, with the exception of a few details about the officers and soldiers" 
quarters, which wilt be finished probably in the present quarter. 
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In addition to the remninder of the appropriation of 1.838, which becomes 
avmlable in 1839, a sum of $5,000 will be necessary for the payment of ar-
rears, and some small exper1ses to he incurred. 
Sites for fortifications on La!.-e Champlain, and for a fort on thr' gulf 
const of lVJississippi.-No reports have been yet received of the surveys 
for determiuing: eltber of these sites: when received, the project of def(mce 
will be determined, and submitted. 
HARBO!lS, IUVERS, &C. 
Harbors on the south shore of Lake Erie.-For the condition of such 
ot' these harbors as remain in charge of this department, reference is re-
sp~ctfnlly made to the accompanying report of the general superintendent, 
marked A. · 
Harbors on the south shore of Lake Ontnrio.--The repurt of tbe gen-
eral superintendent of these harbors is also appended: marked Q. 
Hudson river.-For the progress in the improvement of this river, I 
would respectfully refer to the report of the officer iu charge, marked B. 
Buoys 'fl.ear the 1nonwrnent on ~-._\'ter:l's leclge, Belfast, M11ine.-Most 
of the appropriation for this purpose has been expended in laying and 
securinf~ buoys, as directed by the act. 
Breakwater at Stanford's led~e, Portland hrtrbor, ft1(tine.-Tlle ope-
rations of the season have been confined, principally, to the completion of 
the lower wall of the breakwater, under former contracts, ~nd in quarry-
ing stone, a..nd depositing it. on the line of the work. The agent reports 
that the effect of the bre-akwater, as observed so far, has been of the most 
benrficial character. 
Vier at Kennebunk-port, Maine.-,-The pier-head, and about 140 feet 
of the pier, are completed, and are reported to "anS\\rer every purpose in-
tended." 
Coeheco branrh of the Piscrrtaqua river, J.Vew Hamps!tire.-'1.,he bal-
ance of former appropriations for this work was expended during the 
sea::;on, in blasting and removing rocks from the channel. The agent re-
ports that an additional sum of $l0,0UO is necessary to obtain an easy and 
safe navigation for vessels of considerable burden into the harbor of Dover. 
JJ1rrrh'ftac river, lVlassachusetts.-The agent reports that "tbe break-
water remains in a tglerable good state, with the exception of a small break 
on \iVoodbridge's island," which is now under repair. The smallunex-
pend:d balance of appropriatioris will be left in his hands for such contin-
gencies. 
Breakwater at Sandy bay, iV.lassachusetts.--Two hundred feet of this 
breakwater are finished, 430 feet more nearly so, and the remaining 160 
feet raised to a height of about 17 feet. 
Rainsford island, Boston harbrJ1·.-As the senson had become consid-
erably advanced, before sufficient funds were nvailable for c0mpleting the 
work, before the weather would become so severe as to prevent its progress, 
it was concluded to do no more than was necessary for the proteetion of 
the work already dotJe ; which wus to repair the embfinkment, and place 
a qnantity of stone upon the wall which is to he thrown over seaward, on 
commencin~ the work the next season, and which will then form part of 
the breakwater. 'The work will be finished the next season. 
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Du.rlmry, Jllassachuselts.-The agent reports that "the beach hns 
been hedged with two rows of hedges, agreeable to the direction of the en-
gineer, Col. Totten; the distance is nbont six miles, which is completed, 
except the filling np with sea weed, to collect the sand: nud keep the snme 
from blowing off the beach. For this it will require the sum of $450,to be 
expended immediately; and for the year 1839, a further snm of Sl,OOO, t 
continue the hedging, which is absolntely neces~MY to preserve the beach, to 
keep the sea from breaking through, and coming- into the harbor ofDnxlmry" 
Plyrnouth beach.-The appropriation of the last session has been ex· 
pended in the constrnction of a grauite wall outside a portion of tbe wooden 
breakwater, and laying- an additional course of heavy stone upon the 
whole wall. 'rhis is deemed by the agent sufficient to preserve the l..Jreak-
water, should the worms destroy the wooden sills. 
'rhe condition ,of the beach, the a_sent reports, as "constantly improv-
ing." A small annual sum will be necessnry for securing and placing sea 
weed. and for settiug beach-grass. For this purpose au estinjate willl..Je 
submitted. 
Provincetown harbor, JYlassaclwsrtts.-Owing to the lute dnte of the 
last appropriation, nothing has been done this season upou this work. 'The 
gra~s already planted looks well. 
Hymmis bre2kwater.-Nothing has been done upon this work dnring 
the past season, as the appropriation was mnde at so 1n.te a date that the op-
erations could hnrdly have been commenced before the antumnnl storms 
would have interrupted them. The agent reports a violent gale and very 
high tide in September, when the breakwater was entirely ~ubmergrd, ~!Jut 
"not a stone stn.rted/' 
Breakwater at Bass Ti·ver.-One hundred and h\renty-two feet rf this 
breakwater are completed. Less was accomplished than anticipated,_in con-
:-:equence of the lateness of the approprjution. The agent reports that so fiu 
it has stood firm. 
Breaktcater at C/wrc!t:s co·IJe, Little Compton, Rhode Is·laud.- 'rhe 
agent reports, "1hat as the season was so far ad vnnced when the appropria-
tion was obtaiued, the work has not been carried on as vigorously as was 
anticipat~d." The work has also been retarded by frequent and severe 
storms; 120 feet of it are, hO\vever, completed. 
For the safety of the harbor, which it is the object of this breakwater to 
create, it will be nr.cessary to remove two rocks, aud cover a third with a 
small beacon-pier, to be seen at high water. An estimate to cover this will 
be snbmitted. 
lee-breaker at Staten island.-The cut-stone piers for this work have 
been laid, and the piles occupying the two spaces between the three series 
of piers have been driven, having been previonsly thoroughly satnrate<l with 
corrosive sublimate. 
lmprovernt'nt of the harboT nf NAw Bn,,s·1.cick, ~New .Jersey.-:' The 
dredgiug of the bar near the town of New Brnnswick \Vas prosecuted until 
the depth became snfficir~nt to pnss vessels dra win~ six feet of water, when 
the tide was one fonrtl1 above low-water marie 'l-,lle navigation being thus 
relieved, the dredging-machine wtts retumed to the Delaware, whence it 
had been obtained, and where it was needed for work tbnt had been delayed 
nntil it should be returned. When the machine can be got again, the 
dredging of the bar at New Brunswick will be continued until the depth 
shall be sufficient to pass six feet at low water. l3nt, in (he first instance, it 
-- -- - - - --~- -
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must be applied to· the removal of a bar at the mouth of Redroot creek, 
\Vhich is now the most serious obstruction to the navigation." 
To accomplish this work, aud the removal of a rock ub('trnction just above 
Sonth river, will require another appropriation, for which an estimate is 
submitted. 
Little Egg harbor, New .Jersey.-The report of the officer in charge of 
this work is appended, marked D. 
Harbor of Chester, Pennsylvania.-The repairs of the piers are com-
pleted. 
Tlflilmin{fton harbor, Delaware.-rrhe dredging of Christiana creek has 
been coutiimed this season to obtain a channel into Wilmington. 'rhe 
funds now on hand are sutlicient to carry on operations the next season. 
flew Castle hw·bor, lJelaware.-rrhe piers in frout of New Castle are 
not yet completed; the stones are, however, mostly cnt and placed upon 
the foundations of their respective piers, for the purpose of bedding them 
should the weight cause them in any way to yield. The old piers between 
these and the shore bave been removed to the depth of fifteen feet below low 
water. This work having become tedious and expensive, (as it could be at-
tended to only at certain times of the tides,) has lately been stopped by 
direction of the officer in charge. 
Port Penn, Delaware.-rrhe agent in charge of this harbor represents 
the piers built by Government to be in so ruinous a condition, that "they 
will produce a material injury to the harbor, by lessening the depth of water 
and obstructing the current throngh the sluice-ways, if not prevented by 
timely attention." It is proposed to replace the decayed wood-work with 
stone, as at New Castle, and for this purpose an estimate is: su hmitted. 
DLlaware breakwater.-2S,550 tons of stone have been deposited this 
season ppon the hreakwater, exhausting the available funds. 
A series of soundings was ordered, sometime since, upon the shoals within 
the breakwater, but the continued gales which have occurred since the or-
der was given, have thus far retarded its execution, and prevented the pos-
sibility of preparing a drawing of them in time for this report. 
lir.J.'rbor of Baltimore.-The amounts appropriated for this harbor have 
beeu expended in dredging. 73,172 tons had been excavated this season, 
at the date of the agent's report, October 1. 
Debouches of the Dismal Swamp canal, Virginia. -At the southern 
outlet, Joyce's crc8k has been dredged to the same depth of water that the 
canal has. A few stnmps have to be removed, when the improvement of 
the creek will be completed. 
At the northern outlet, by a change in the loc.ation of the canal, its de-
bouche will be brought within four miles of the navy-yard at Norfolk, into 
twenty-five feet water. 
The agent reports that "the business of the canal increases every year, 
particularly in the quantily of timber which pusses through for the navy-
yard. Tlw large sn pplies of water for the navy are drawn from the canal, 
for which they now have to go ten miles, three of which are shoal. 
Whetl this work is completed, they can be supplied by going only four 
miles, and can c:nry from twelve to fifteen feet water." 
Ocracoke 'inlet, North Carolintt.-In accordance with the intention ex-
pressed in the last annual report, nothing further has been attempted for 
t he improvf'ment of this inlet. 
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Co·re sound, lYf'w rivr'T, Pnmlico river, and Cape Ftar river, North Car-
olino.-For illformntion in respect to these works: the re1 ort of the ofilcer 
in clmrge is annexcJ, marked E. 
Savannah riv(r.-The following- extract from the report of the officer of 
engi leers, in charge of this improvement, is rc~pectfully snbmittcd: 
"Helative to tbe contemplated o strncti~1n between Hutchinsou's and 
Argyle i!-']ands, as tbe pnncipal featn , nud the key to the plan for the im-
provtment of this uavigation from the city, and the only one that would 
insure a permanent improvement, the uodersig ued r rgre1s to be obliged to 
state that the commissioners on the pnrt of the State of Sonth Caroliua 
have decided against grnuting the autlwrity to proceed with the same. 
After such a derision by the ronjmission ers, it is clear that uotbing can be 
done for the permanent improvemeut of this river, from the city of SavaJJ-
nah to its mouth. The result of dred~"'ing, thns f~u, shows that a great 
improvement can be effected by the cm1st<~nt operations of power to remo\·e 
the deposites of sand and mud which are collstautly accumulating from 
11ntu ral causes in this channel of the river, and therefore an annnal expen-
diture 011 this acconnt seems Qf.Ccssary tiH a right to make the said obstruc-
tion shall be understood." 
The funds llOW aYailable ·will be sufficient for tl]e drPdging in 1 S39. 
Brunswick harbor, GeoTgia, our/ inland pas. ·age between St. ll!ary's 
and St. John:s, Plorida.-Tbe report of the officer in charge of these works 
has not been received, he having been absent on duty. It will be subn1itted 
inm1ediately upon its reception. 
At Brunswick nothing has yet been done: no officer being dispo~nble to 
make the necessary exnmiuations and project of improvement. 
Appalachicola bay, Florida.-The amount of $10,0UO, a.ppropriatcd for 
removing a shoal called the "Bulkhead in the harbor of Appalacbicola/' 
was transferred, by act of Cot 'gress, at the last sesc;ion, ~to "the deepening 
of the straight cbamwl in the same harbor." The intendent and council 
of Appnlachicola, to whom tbe work was intrnstcd, \Ycre informed of the 
transfer, but no report from tbem has yet been received. 
Choctaw pass and Doi.; 1·iver bar, JIJobile h_arbor, Alabama.-Owing to 
the difiieulty of procuring machinery, and want of mcal1R on tho part ~f 
the contractor, operations were not commenced at tho Choctaw pn.ss until 
early it1 September, and since then much less has bcu1 accompli hed than 
wns anticipated. The contract for excavating the Dng ri vcr bn.r was 
awarded to the contractor for tbe othf'r work: but nothiug has bee11 done 
upon it, and it is probable that it \vii! be nf'ressary to annul it. 
lncreasi11g the depth (1 wattT rrt t!u'! rnolllh of thl' JJiississippi river.-
'1'he report f the ngent in charge of the survey of the several passes nt 
the month of the Mississippi, uud of the observations to be made there, is 
appended, murJ~ed f'"'. 
Red river, Arkansas river, and Ohio and 1Yli8sis.-:ippi Tivers, between 
Louisville and New Orleans.-rrhe several reports of the superintendent 
of the improvements of these rivers, are appended, marked H, S, and T, 
and that of the inspecting officer for the Obio and Mississippi, marked G. 
On the reception of unofficial information at the office, that the naviga-
tion of the Rf'd river was impeded hy a recently formed bar at the mouth, 
he was ordered to proceed thither, forthwith, and take such measures as 
were in his power to remove it. No notice has yet been received of his 
187 [ 1 J 
arri~:al there, bnt it is probable he is now engnged in operations for se.cnr-
ing a free passage, if a personal inspection has shown such to be expedient. 
Ultio river above the falls.-The report for this improvement has not 
yet been received. 
Cumberland river, above IV ashville.-The work performed this season 
is shown in the report of the agent, annexed, mnrln'd H . The a:r:nount of 
his estimate, he believes, "will com lete all and every necessary Improve-
ment above Nashville." 
Cnrnberland river below Nashville.-The report of the agent for this 
portion of the river, is also annexed, marked I. 
Harbor of 0't. Louis, Missouri, mzd ftlississippi river, above the mouth 
of tl1e Ohio and the Missouri river.-For information respeeting these im-
provements, respectful reference is- made to the report of the officer in charge, 
marked J. 
TRANSFERS. 
In compliance with you.r directions, the following named works, formerly 
under the charge of the Enaine~r Departm nt, were, on the 23d of August , 
transferr~d to the Topographical Bureau. 
Improvement of the harbor of Chicago, Illinois. 
Do. do.· Presque Isle, Penn. 
Do. do. Dunkirk, N. Y. 
Do. do. Bnffalo, N. Y. 
Do. do. Black Rock, N. Y. 
Do. ri\rer Thames, Conn. 
no. harbor of Saybrook, Conn. 
Do. do. vVestport, " 
Do. do. J3lnckrock, " 
Uo. do. Bridgeport ': 
Securing public works at Southport, " 
Removiug saud bur occasioned by wreck, at New Bedford: Mass. 
ROADS. 
Cumberland 1·oarl ea~t nf the Ohio.-The only work remaining to be 
done upon this part of the Cumberland road, is the completion of the cast-
iron bridge over Dunlap's creek, at Brownsville, Penusyl van in. 
'The arches, spandrels, nnd flooring, are put together in place, and the 
whole superstructure will be completed within the month of November. 
rrhe bridge, it is expected, will be finished in every part next spring. 
In consequence of the loss o' half the season, before the work of com-
pletion conld be commenced, the small amount of money to be applied, and 
the consequent want of inducement to workmen, and the difficulty of pro-
curing them under such circumstanct>s, except at the highest wages, it is 
possible the amount appropriated at the last session may not be sufficient 
for its completion ; t.he additional amount that may be required will, how-
ever, in any event, he srwtll. 
Cumberland road in Ohio, Indiana, and lllinois.-The reports of the 
officer~ in charge of this road, are annexed, marked M and N. 
Road fron"t JIJemphis, Tennessee, to the St. Francis river.-The report 
of the officer in charge of this road is annexed, marked 0. 
Roads commenced in Michigan by the Government.- T he estimate 
submitted at the last session to complete and to put in repair these roads, 
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are again renewed, as it is not supposed that the failure to appropriate last 
year amounted to a positive rejection. 
rrhe report of the agent in charge of the Laplaisance road is appended, 
marked P, from which it will be perceived that arrearages are now due 
upon the work ; these arrearages having accrued by a remission of pen-
alties on contracts. 
LIGHT-HOUSES, &c. 
Light-house on Flynn's knoll, New York harbor.-The report of the 
officer to whom the construction of this light-house has been committed, 
with his project in detail, is appended, marked C, to which reference is 
respectfully made. 
Pier, dike, and light-house, at Nfwport, Rhode Island.-" The walls of 
the pier above water have been finished, coped, and pointed ; the paving of 
the pier has been laid, and also the grillage for the foundation of the light-
house: the above being all the parts of the work not done by contract. 
"Agreeably to the intentions expressed in the last annual report, materials 
were collected last winter sufficient for the construction of the light-house. 
The construction was commenced early in the spring, and the ma:-;onry 
thereof is now entirely completed. The lantern is yet to be put on, and 
some of the wood and iron work of the interior to be finished. 
"The underwater openwork of the dike, for a length of 590 feet from 
the pier, was laid with the diving bell, in the early part of the season, and 
filled in shortly after; the solid masonry wall was immediately commenced 
above it, and has been entirely completed, and coped for a length of 550 
feet; and it is expected that all the stone work of the dike, for a length 
of 590 feet, will be finished in the course of a few weeks." 
MILITARY ACADEMY. 
The report of the Board of Visiters, marked K, and the annual estimates 
in detail for the service of 1839, marked L, are annexed. 
All which is respectfully su brnitted. 
HoN. J. R. PoiNSE'l'T, 
Secretary of TVar. 
C. GRATIOT, 
Chief Eugineer. 
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DOCUMENTS 
ACCOMPANYING THE REPORT OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER. 
A. 
Annual Report.-Harbots on Lake Erie. 
OFFICE oF GENERAL SuPERINTENDENT, &c. &c., 
Monroe, Michigan, October 18, 1838. 
S m: I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations 
at the several works of impmvement on Lake Erie, under my supervision, , 
since my annual report of 1837. 
I. RIVER RAISIN HARBOR, MICHIGAN. 
It is greatly to be regretted that the appropriation for the service of the 
present year was not sufficient to have completed the canal into the river 
Raisin. Had this been the case, this work would have been, to a certain 
extent, available for the purposes of commerce, the demands of which, 
under the system of internal improvement of the State of Michigan, are 
very pressing. The termination of the Southern State railroad across the 
peninsula, at the head of navigation of the river Raisin, renders the com-
pletion of this harbor of vast importance to this State, and to the naviga-
tion of Lake Erie. 
During the past season, twenty-seven thousand two hundred and seventy-
eiglit yards of earth have been excavated and n~moved from the body of 
the canal, and between tl'le piers in the lake, leaving still to be excavated 
about nineteen thousand yards, exclusive of the portion of the clay dams 
remaining, which are to be removed by the dredging-machine. Three 
cribs, two on the north and one on the south side of the entrance, have 
been sunk and completed, extending the piers on one side sixty feet, and 
on the other thirty feet. The exceedingly high water of the lake rendered 
the protection of the beach of the 1ake, on the north side of the canal, abso-
lutely necessary, as it 'was evident that great danger existed of the work 
being filled by the sand. 'l,.,o prevent this, six cribs were placed, well 
loaded with stone and secured by piles, along the shore of the lake, and have 
been found to answer the purpose perfectly. The same cause (the high water) 
has also rendered it necessary, in May and June last, to raise the timber 
walls of the canal, by placing a range of timber one foot square thereon, well 
trunnelled and secured by land-ties. Without this, the constant washing 
of the embankments threatf!ned serious injury to the work. The walls, 
which were in some places pressed laterally into the canal by the unusual 
head of water, have been repaired, and measures taken to prevent the 
recurrence of the injury. In these several repairs, and in the extension of 
the work named above, about one hundred piles, thirty feet in length each, 
have been driven, and njne thousand one hundred and eighty feet of hewed 
[ 1 J 190 
timber placed, eight thousand feet of plank driven in the walls, and about 
five hundred and fifty cords of stone deposited. Four hundred and fifty 
feet of the length of the canal remains yet to be dug, ·exclusive of the 
portion in which the dredge is uow laboring, and the de1ms to be removed. 
This, with some dredging between the piers and in the river, which it is 
believed will be completed this fall, will complete the operations now in 
progress. For this, estimate marked A l is submitted, in which is also 
included the amount necessary to excavate the cut across the point in the 
river, and to widen the river above sufficiently to allow steamboats to wind; 
also is included the sum necessary to complete the piers. A sufficient 
appropriation, and an early one, is respectfully and most urgently recom-
·mended. 
II. HURON HARBOR, OHIO. 
The labors on this work: thus far, have consisted of, 1st, repairs, rendered 
absolutely necessary to preserve the present work in an available condition, 
until the permanent work shall have been constructed ; and, 2d, prepara-
tions for the erection of the permanent piers. For the first of these objects, 
forty-one feet of the east pier, in a state of decay, has been removed, and 
new timber work substituted, well filled with stone. Ninety feet of the old 
work on the west pier has been in a similar manner replaced by new work, 
which will stand until replaced by stone work. The old work has been 
elsewhere filled anew with stone, when that material had settled into the 
sand so as to enC:anger the secunty of the work in the fall storms. Piles 
have been driven along the inner side of the west pier for its protecti~n, 
and for the convenience of vessels, otherwise liable to injury from the con-
tact with the piers. A pile machine of cheap construction is now being 
erected. A quantity of stone has been engaged, and will be depo~ited 
during the fall on the outside of the piers for the f'Jtmdation of the masonry, 
to be hereafter laid. This will absorb the whole of the appropriation for 
the present year. For the continuation of the permanent work, the next 
season, estimate marked A 2 is herewith submitted. 
I! I • BLACK '"IVER H RBOR, OHIO. 
Labor was commenced on this work on the 1st of A gust, that being the 
earliest day at which the appropriation could be realized. The ftmndation 
for the permanent work has been carried on diligently whenever the weather 
would allow. A row of piles has been commenced on the outside of the 
east (and most exposed) pier, and these have been driven along a distance 
of about one hundred and eighty feet, contiguous to each other, and thirty 
feet from the pier. The entire space between the old pier and these piles 
is nearly filled with stone, for the foundation of the permanent work, while 
it most efficiently serves as present protection for the old work against the 
violent gales of the season. One hundred and thirty cords of stone have 
been thus deposited, and two hundred cords more have been quarried and 
will be deposited during the present month. A new crane scow is in 
progress and nearly completed. The whole amount of the appropriation of 
1838 will be beneficially expended, during this fall, in the foundation of 
the permanent work. The I all of water in the lake will render the employ-
ment of the steam-dredge on this work, a short time, necessary the coming 
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year. Estimate marked A 3 is submitted for prosecuting this improvement 
in 1839. 
IV. CLEVELAND HARBOR, OHIO. 
This work, under the liberal appropriation of Congress, has been rapidly 
and thoroughly advanced dnring the season. Piles have been driven 
(agreeably to the plan heretofore submitted) around the heads of both piers, 
at the proper distance, and then extending parallel to the piers, towC\rds the 
shore, four hundred n.nd fifty in number; and the space between these piles 
and the old work filled with rough stone, of which eleven thousand six 
hundred and forty-six perches have been thus far deposited. Seven 
hundred and twenty-nine perches of rectangnb.r blocks of stone are 
dressed, deposited on the old pier, and nearly ready to be laid in solid ma-
sonry. The rapid fall of the water of the iake renders it desirable that the 
placing these permanently should be postponed until the next season. In 
addition to the foregoing, the west pier has been thoroughly repaired, so as 
to last until substituted by the durable work. Contracts have been entered 
into for the further delivery of stone blocks and rough stone to the amount 
of the entire appropriation by the last session of Congress. These con-
tracts will be fulfilled in January, 1839, at whiCh time payment is tn be 
made. It is confidently believed, that if the amount required he appro· 
priated, this very important work may be nearly completed in 18 {9 : to 
which end l submit the estimare of the local agent, marked A 4; and 
respectfully recommend the entire appropriation. 
V. GRAND RIVER HARBOR, OHIO. 
Repairs were commenced during the months of March and April, on 
the west pier, injured somewhat by the storms late last season : a piece of 
the timber had been torn out below the surface of the water, and mnch of 
the stone carried out by the waves. This was thoronghly repaired, and is 
now in good condition. The west pier, at its comme11cement from the 
shore, has been rebuilt from two feet below the surface of the water, for the 
distance of six hundred and fifty feet, in the best possible m mner, <'>f timber 
and filled "Tith stone. Its dihpidatcd and rapidly d1· ... :rrin~ conditt P rendered 
this repair ab3olntely necessary. To remedy the evil meutioued in my last 
annual rep'1rt-the inclination of the east pier of this work inwards, cansed 
by the undermining operation of the current on the sandy fonndation-a 
large body of rougn stone has been deposited under the edgl~ and ngainst 
the inner side of this pier. This is not only with a view to the present 
danger, but to the foundation for the permanent work. rrhe piers have 
been well filled throughout, and the decayed planking replaced by new 
plank covering. The pier-head, on which was placed the beacon-light, 
has (in view of the permanent foundation) had a compact row of piles 
driven around it, at thirty feet distance, and the space well filled \Vith 
stone. This will be done also on the west pier-head immedmtely, and the 
driving piles will iben be. continued towards the shore, and the space filled 
with stone, until the appropriation (after any further necessary repntrs) shaH 
be exhausted. It may be found necessary to raise a bank of stoue along 
the bank of the river: on the west side, for a short distance, to prevent the 
river, during the spring freshet, bursting through the beach of the lake, 
and thus forming a new mouth. 
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A small bar is forming just without the entrance of Grand river harbor, 
as is ascertained by soundings carefully taken. ,.-rhe sand forming this bar 
has been washed from the beach, around the west pier, and is deposited in 
the channel. 'I'he evident remedy for this is an extension of the WESt pier 
into the lake; for which purpose it is proposed to sink ten cribs, each thirty 
feet in length, the coming summer. ,.fhe spring freshet in Grand river 
will remove the bar, and the additional pier prevent its recurrence. Ac. 
companying this is i'l. map, made by the local superintendent: showing the 
position of the bar. Estimate marked A 5 is enclosed, and its adoption 
by the department respectfully recommended. 
VI. CU:KNINGHAM CREEK, OHIO. 
'rhe west pier, which had been considerably injured by the ice, operated 
on by the very high water and s~:;vere storms, has been repaired, about 
ninety feet in length of the work. 'rhe residue of the operations on this 
work have been confined to finishing the eastern (or new) pier, and to the 
construction of some necessary machinery. On the east pier, one hundred 
and seventy-five feet of new work has been sunk, thus completing the 
continuous line of pier from the shore to the outer end. The whole east 
pier has also been raised four feet in height, in conseqnence of the high 
water of the lake; thus rendering the cribs twenty-four feet high from the 
bottom, instead of twenty. 'rhe stone for the whole of this additional height 
has not been filled in, the appropriation not being sufficient; and the plank-
ing will not be placed until the next season. The appropriation of 1838 will 
be exhausted, in the works above described, by the close of the month of 
October. I should have mentioned that one very good large double-crane 
scow has been constructed this season ; it was found nearly impossible to 
advance the work without it. 
It is proposed to prosecute the erection of the breakwater with as much 
diligence as is possible the coming year: without it, the works already con-
structed are of but little comparative utility. By reference to the original 
plan of Major Maurice, and to that last year forwarded, it will be seen that 
that structure is indispensable. I herewith submit an estimate, marked 
A 6, for the completion of the east pier, and for the sum necessary to con-
struct the breakwater. 
VII. ASHTABULA HARBOR, OHIO. 
The operations on this work of improvement, as on all the others, have 
consisted, mainly, in prosecuting the advance of the originally planned work, 
and, at the same time, keeping in repair the work already done. In prose· 
cuting the deepening of the channel of Ashtabula river, this season, 3,8UO 
cubic feet ofrock have been broken up by blasting, and removed by the 
dredge; and about 600 cubic yards of sand and gravel have been removed 
at another point within the harbor. 152 feet of the old work, in a decayed 
condition, and originally badly placed, has been removed, and replaced by 
new work. 550 feet of the outer end of the east pier, and 200 feet of the west 
pier, have been raised from 2 to 4 feet, and filled anew with stone. 'l'his im-
provernent was rendered absolutely necessary by the high water of the lake. 
17,050.feet, running measure, of timber, and 204 cords of stone, have been 
expended in raising these piers. Estimate A 7, of the sum necessary to be 
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appropriated for this work for the year 1839, is herewith submitted, und 
its adoption respectfully recommended. The object embraced therein, it 
will be perceived, is mainly the construction of the permanent work of 
masonry, agreeably to the plan adopted by the Government. 
VIII. CONJ. EAUT HARBOR, OHIO. 
rrhc excavation of the necessary space within this harbor to allow of 
t 1e turniug of ste:tmboats has been steadily carried on during the short 
portion of the season since the receipt of the appropriation. 7,19-3 cubic 
yards of earth have been removed below the surface of the water by 
means of the dredging-machine; and this labor will be prosecuted during 
the remainder of the season, until the exhaustion of the appropriation. 
The very neces;sary and important repair of the west pier, mentioned in 
my last annual report, will be completed this season. The timber for 
the new pier-head is framed, a~)d the work will be snnk and filled the very 
first favorable weather. Some repairs of the decayed plank covering of the 
piers have been made; and some other similar repairs will be made. Esti-
mate marked A 8. 
IX. LAPLAISANCE PIER, l\'IICHIGAN. 
This work, which, until the completion of the ship canal at the mouth of 
the river Raisin, affords the only harbor in this immediate district, and shel-
ters the landing point for a large amount of commerce and travel, was 
somewhat injured by the storms and ice of the winter of 1837 and the 
spring of 1838, and without some repairs will speedily be entirely destroyed 
by the elements. A small appropriation for repairs, at this time, would 
doubtless save the whole work heretofore constructed. I therefore submit 
estimate marked A 9, and respectfully beg leave to urge that an appropria-
tion for this object would be well bestowed. 
The several beacon-light houses.-These useful structures all continue 
in good repair, and admirably serve the purpose for which they were erected. 
A beacon-light will be required, during the coming season, at the River 
Raisin harbor, for which I had the honor to submit an estimate with my 
report of last year. The appropriation, according to that estimate, is again 
respectfully recommended. 
The steam dredging-machine for Lake Erie.-Since my last annual 
report, the steam· dredging-machine for the works on this lake has been 
completed, and found to answer the purpose. It is now employed at the 
River Raisin harbor, the place of its construction, and will, the comino- sea-
son, be moved to the harbors requiring its aid, in succession. A very ~nate­
rial difference of opinion between the agent of the department and the 
contractors for the construction of this machine, as to the true intent and 
meaning of the contract, will, it is apprehended, render necessary a refer-
encG of the subject to the department at the proper time. 
GENERAL REMARKS. 
The generul superintendent takes the liberty, once more, of respect-
fully stating the great necessity for making the appropriations for the several 
works of improvement on Lake Erie available early in each year. The 
13 
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months of April, May, June, July, and, occasionally, August, constitute the 
season for labor, whether in reference to rapid progress or to economy; 
and February and March are, in general, the months in which to procure 
materials, particularly timber of the best quality, in the fittest condition for 
framing, and at the smallest expense. If the annual appropriations be 
rr.-ade in the month of January, at least thirty per centum greater amount of 
labor and materials will be procured for the same amount than is done with 
the present late appropriations; and greater difficulties, risks, and lo,ses 
from the storms on the lake avoided. Until the present wooden structures, 
forming the harbors on the lakes, are replaced by masonry, and the neces-
sity of the aunual appropriations thus obviated, the above suggestion is 
believed to be one of importance. 
The water of Lake Erie, which has been rising for many years, and had 
attained a height unequalled in the memory of man, seems to have attained 
its maximum, and to have commenced its reflux. Since the first day of 
June last, as I have ascertained by means of graduated rods at different 
points along the coast of Lake Erie, the water has fallen, perpendicularly, 
19 inches, and is still falling. The meteorological charaoter of the present 
season, as compared with that of several previous seasons, already shows the 
cause of the rise and fall of the lakes, not periodical, as it has been heretofore 
asserted, but entirely accidental. For several years the summers have been 
cloudy and cold, with a prevalence of easterly winds and rainy weather. 
,. he last summer has been exceedingly warm for the whole season, and of 
uncommon drought. When it is remembered that the amount of water evap-
orated over the surface of these vast bodies of water during a period of 
warm and sunny weather greatly exceeds that which passes the outlet of 
one of these lakes, Niagara river, for example, the cause of the phenomenon 
is apparent. 
Accompanying this report, besides the estimates and the map already 
mentioned, are sundry reports, statements, and tables, relating to the differ-
ent works named herein. 
All of which are respectfully submitted by, sir, with the highest respect, 
your obedient servant, 
HENRY SMITH, 
General Superintendent, o/c., o/c., Lake Erie. 
Brig. Gen. GRATIOT, 
Chief Engineer, Washington, D. C. 
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A 1. 
Estimate of funds required fm· the co~npletion of the harbor at the 
' molltlt of tile river Raisin, in the State of Michigan. 
Objects to w-hich it is propGsed to apply 
the required appropriation for the year 
1839. 
1. In completion of the entrance 
into the 1·iver. (Immediately ne· 
cessary.) 
For 18 cribs of timber and stot'!e to 
lengthen the piers in the lake, 
each 
For excavation with the spade in 
the body of the canal, 450 feet -
For dredging dams in the lake 
For dredging bars in the river 
2. In cutting across the ?Joint in 
the river, ( 1,320 feet in length.) 
For labor and mate~ials for walls, 
~xtElnt. Amount. 
$550 00 $9,900 00 
18,911 feet. 5,000 00 
2,000 00 
5,000 00 
piles, timber, and sheet-piling - 2,640 feet in 
length. 6,000 00 
For excavation and removal of 
58,080 cubic yards earth, includ-
ing dams and machinery - 25 cents per 
yard. 14,520 00 
Aggregate. 
$21,900 00 
--- 20,520 00 
3. In widening the river to enable 
boats to turn. 
For dredging 50,000 cubic yards - 25 cents per 
ya-=1. 12,500 00 
54,920 00 
The foregoing estimate includes every item of expense necessary to 
make the harbor of the river Raisin one of the most convenient, accessible, 
and capacious of the artificial harbors on Lake Brie. The estimate con-
templates the entire expenditure of the appropriation for the present year, 
the whole of which is pledged for contracts now in process of fulfilment, 
and which will be completed by the 5th of January, 1839. 
All the required labor, it is believed, may, in the event of an early appro-
priation, be completed during the year 1839. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
MoNROE HARBOR, October 17,1838. 
HENRY SMITH, 
Superintendent, Lj-c. 
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A 2. 
Estimate of funds for continlling the i'lnprovements at the month of the 
Huron river, Ohio, during the year 1839. 
Nature of workmanship, contingencies, &c., embracing the intended ap-
plication of funds required for the year 183!). 
1,200 piles, average length 20 feet, to be dri vcn 12 feet 
outside the west pier, at $1 25 -
800 cords of stone, to fill in between said piles and the 
pier, to form an inclined plane, at $6 -
For dredging 
For laborers and mechanics, including contingent cx-







The present appropriation ~rill be nearly all expended this fall in re-
pairs of the old piers. 
The above funds are intended for commencing permanent works, agree-
able to directions of the general snpcrintendent of public works on 
Lake Erie. 
JOHN B. vVILBOR, Superintendent. 
HuROK, 0Hro, September 30, 1838. 
Approved, and the appropriation for the whole amount of the within 
est~mate respectfully recommended. 
HENRY SMITH, Gen'l 8up't, o/c., Lake .Erie. 
To Brig. Gen. GRATIOT, Chief Engineer. 
A3. 
Estimate of funds 1'equired for the public works at Black river, Ohio, 
in the year 1839, for the purpose of widenin.sr the foundation of tlze 
old work, by drivin{{ piles 30 feet from the piers and filling the space 
'with stone, so as to form an inclined plane. 
For i,200 piles, driven, at $3 each -
3,000 cords of stone, at $6 per cord -









CONRAD REID, Superintendent. 
BLACK RIVER, Or-flo, October 1, 1838. 
Approved and respectfully submitted, 
HENRY SMITH, Gen'l Sup't, o/c. 
To Brig. Gen. GRATIOT, Chief Engineer. 
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A 4. 
Estimate of (unds required for se~11ring and rebuilding the public 
works forming the harbor of Cleveland, in the State of Ohio, fur the 
service nf the year 1839. 
Nature of workmanship, materials, ::tnd contingencies embraced 
in the intended application of the funds required for Cleve- Extent. Cosr. 
land harbor, for the year 1839. 
Perches of stone blocks, at $3 
Perches of stone, rough, at 80 cents 
Hydraulic lime, at $3 per bbl. -
Quick lime, at $1 per bbl. 
Cast iron dowels - -
\Vrought iron cramps -
Stone posts for pier, at $12 
Mechanics and laborers 
Snperiutendence -
Contingencies 




















The f6regoing contemplates the entire expenditure of the appropnatwn 
of 1838, inasmuch as contracts are ma.de wbich will be completed by the 
5th of January, 1839, and will absorb the entire amount of the last appro-
priation, including that portion thereof which is to be expended in 18:·39. 
It is believed the snms contained herein will be sufficient to complete 
these Vi~orks permanently. 
HENRY H. DODGE, Local Agent, '.5'-c. 
, MoNROE, MICHIGAN, October 18, 1838. 
Approved and respectfully submitted. 
HENRY SMITH, General Superintendent. 
A 5. 
Estimate of funds required fur the service of Grand River harbor, · 
Ohio, for the year 1839. 
lst. The repairs absolutely necessary on the 
west pier will require-
378 sticks oak timber, 30 feet long, 11,340 
feet, at 6 cts. per foot - - -
900 · ties, 14 feet long, 12,600 feet, at 3 ct.;:. 
per foot - - - - -
95 cords of stone, at $7 50 per cord 
13,000 feet of plank, nt $14 per M. 
Lnbor of men and carpentry 






] ,500 00 
__ 500 oo I 
$3,952 90 
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A 5--Continued. 
2d. For extending the west pier in the man-
ner proposed, by sinking ten additional 
cribs of 30 feet each, wilr be reqnired-
400 sticks of timber, 30 feet long, 12,000 feet, 
at 6 cts. per foot -
1,000 ties, 20 feet long, 20,000 feet, at 3 cts. 
per foot - - - - -
40 ties, 24 feet long, 960 feet, at 6 cts. per foot 
60 piles,32 feet long, 1,920 feet, at 10 cts. pr. ft. 
600 feet of cap timber, 14 inch sq. at 10 cts. 
per foot -
540 cords of stone, at $7 50 per cord 
1,500 lbs. iron, for bolts 
300 lbs. spikes 
8,000 feet of oak plank, at $14 perM. 
Carpentry and labor of men 
Boarding, smithry, forage, and other con-
tingencies - -
3d. For continuing- the embankment inside 
the east pier, will be required-
200 cords of stone, at $7 50 per cord 
Labor in depositing the same 
4th. For working the steam dredging-rna-
chine in removing the sand bar at the 
mouth of the river 
5th. The commencing permanent work 
agreeably with the directions of Captain 
Henry Smith, United States agent, Lake 
Erie, it will reqnire-
2,500 cords of stone, at $7 50 per cord 
900 piles,l9feetlong, 17·, lOOfeet,at (j cts. pr. ft. 
Labor of men in driving piles and depositing 
stone 
Forage, srnithry, board, and other contin-
gencies -
Superintendent's commission of 2~ per cent. 
for disbursing the sum of $37,926 50 -
Respectfully submitted. 























J. A. POTTER, Superintendent. 
PuBLrc WonKs, MOUTH of GRAND RIVER, OHIO, 
September 30, 1838. 
Approved and respectfully submitted. 
HENRY S3HTH, General S uperintendent. 
To Brig. Gen. GRATIOT, Chief Engineer. 
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A 6. 
Esti·male of funds 1'equired for prosecuting the improvement at the mouth 
of Cunningham creek, Ohio, during the year 1839. 
Objects to which it is proposed to apply the required 
appropriation for the year 1839. 
lst, For finishing the eastern pier. 
For 75 cords of stone, at $6 50 
J~,or iron and spikes, 1 ton 
Por labor: and board of hands, superinten-
dence, &c. 
2d. For construction of breakwater. 
For 30,720 feet of flat timber, at 4 cts. 
For 5,520 feet durable square timber, at 8 cts. 
For 72 posts, 24 feet long, 16 by 16, 1,728 
feet, at 8 cts. - - - -
For 32 sills, 48 feet long, 20 by 20, 1,620 feet, 
at 8 cts. -
For 8,500 feet flat fl0oring, at 2 ets. 
For 800 brads. at 4 cts. 
For 2,138 cords of stone, at $6 50 -
For 10,040 feet 2! inch plank, at $16 per 
thousand - - - -
For 1,200 pounds spikes, at 12 cts.-
For 4 tons iron, at $l20 
For 1 large crane scow 
For blacksmith's bill 
For labor, board of hands, superinten-
dence, &c. 























Supt. eye., Cannin.~ham creek, Ohio. 
MoNROE, MICHIGAN} October 18, 1838. 
Approved, and respectfully submitted. 
HENRY SMITH, 




E,stimatc of funds req11.ired for the service of the public works at Ashtabula, Ohio, during the year 1839. 
l 
Nature ofworkrr,anship, conting-encies, &c., em- CosT. 
braeed in the intended application sf f•mds re- Extent. Reqnired for Remark~. 
qnired for the service of the year 1839. the year 1830. 
Amount. Aggregate. 
-
For permanent 1cotk. 
For timber - - . . 53,980 feet . $5,398 00 
For stone- - - - - - I , 300 con.ls .. 6,500 00 
For iron - - - - - - 1,000 ponnds - 70 00 
For carpenters - - - - . l, 100 days ,- 1,650 00 
For common laborers - - - ~. 700 dn ys . ] ,687 5!) 
For boarding - . - - . 3,ROO days - 1,4:25 00 For crane scow - - - - - 200 00 
For team work - . . . . - GO days . 100 00 
--·---- $17,030 50 
Removing obstructions. 
For blasting rock in channel ' - - - • I - ' 3,!J80 00 For removing rock and clay obstructions - - 1,G75 00 ------ 8,255 00 
For for::tge - - - - - - ~RO 00 For smith work . - . - - - 1G5 00 - - Connected with abo\:e objects. For rigging - - - - - - . 180 00 
- I 
For superintendence . - . - - 5·30 (;0 
For contingencies - . - - - 600 0:1 ------ 1,845 00 
--- $27,130 50 
MATTHEW HUBBARD, Agent, lf-c. 
Approved, and respectfully submitted. MoNROE, JJ.Jictligan, October 18, 1838. 
l3rign.dier General GRA'l'IO'I', C!Lief Engineer. 






A 8.-Estimate of f~~nds 1·equirerl for tlte ope·ralions at Conneant r_it·er, O?iio, fur t!te year 1839? exliihiting, in detail, thri nature, extent, and probable cost 
oftlte several objec-ts contemplated tn tke expendtt·ure. 
Nature of\\·orkmanship, materials, 
and conLingencies embracetl in 
the intended application of the 








·r1e p1eceF> - -
Square oak timber - feet 
Plank - - - feet 
Spikes - - pounds 
Piles - - -
Horses for working pile driver 
Subsistence and forage -
Contingencies - -
Compensation for disbursing 
Laborers - - -
Horses for working pile driver 
Piles - - -
Logs - - - -
Ties - - - -
Stone - - - cords 
Subsistence and forage - -
Facing side of wall next the chan· 
ne1, and paving the top - -
Contingencies - - -






















Gcncr:tl JesignaUon of the parts of the 
constructwn to which it 1s prOJ1C~i'ed 
to apply the objects contemplated 














I Repairs for pier head on the 
~ east line of the worlr, and 
I 
for raismg the wood work 
adjacent. 










5,208 00 I 
200 00 1?-
300 00 
200 oo 1 
172 00 __ ) 
Permanent works on the 
west line of works com· 
mencing at the waters' 
edge, and extending to the 














THrRD QUARTER OF 183!.). 
c;;; 
8 
Gonera l uesig-nation of I he parts of the 
construction to which it. is pmpo~ed 
to apply tlte obj ects con templated 
in th e eXJJ0ncliture antidpated, 
$195 oo 1 
78 oo I 
180 00 




























Repairing ancl securing, by 
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A 9. 
Estimate of funds required for the repair of Laplaisance pier, 
Michigan. 
Objects to which it is proposed to apply the required 
appropnation for Laplaisance pier, in 1839. 
For repairing the pier. 
For hewed timber, 1 foot square, for re-
Extent. 
placing- sides of pier - - 4,320feet,at8 cts. 
For ties 'of round timber 288 at 50 cts. 
piles, 25 feet long - 48 at $1 
plank 4,800 ft. at $l2 
mechanics and laborers 
commission on disbursements 
contingencies 
Amount reqnired 
MoNRoE, MICHIGAN, October 19, 1838. 










$ 1,222 57 
General Superintendent, eye. Lake Erie. 
Brig. Gen. GRATIOT, Chief Engineer. 
B. 
E~GINEER OFFICE, HunsoN RIVER IMPROVEMENT, 
Troy, New York, Octobe1· 26, 1838. 
Sm.: In conformity with the instructions contained in the circular of the 
department under date of the 6th ultimo, I have the honor to submit a re-
port of the progress made in the improvement of the navigation of the 
Hudson river, New York, during the year ending on the 30th September, 
1838, with a project for the further prosecution of the improvement during 
the year 1839. 
Progress of the 'lom·k.-The late day at which the appropriation was 
voted by Congress, together with the restriction imposed in regard to the 
expenditure during the present year, of only fifty per cent. of the amount 
granted, rendered it necessary to devote the whole of the appropriation 
available towards the prosecution of the improvement on the lower section, 
as being first in importance to the general interests of the river trade: as 
well as from the magnjtude of the obstructions required to be removed, and 
the unfinished state in which the works on this section were left at the 
close of operations last year. No progress has, therefore, been made this 
year, in the dike intended to guard the channel of the upper section of the 
river against extraneous deposites of gravel. 
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On the middle section, the work was continued until the 25th of Novem· 
ber. At that period, as was anticipated ie my last annual report, the dike 
at Port SchnyJer was completed, us well as the revetment of a portion of 
the chaunel shore of Hart's island. 
One of the Government steam-dredges continued to operate on \Vashing· 
ton and Van Bnren's bars until the 9th of November, when she was laid up 
for the season. 
The quantity of sand and gravel removed from these bars during the 
mouth of October, and for the short period the dred~e was employed in 
November, was 5,202.18 cubic yards, makiog the whole quantity exca-
vated from the bars before mentioned 106,444.53 cubic yards; ull of which, 
with the exception of 6,20:i cubic yards, as previously reported, has been 
used in the forma.tion of the dike at Port Schuyler. The opening left in 
this dike for the passage of vessels to the old wharf, is believed to be un-
necessary for any useful purpose, or for the accommodation of the trade to 
Port Schuyler and its vicinity; not a single vessel having made use of it, to 
my knowledge, the present season. Besides diminishing the velocity of 
the water along the dike: and thus impairing the effect this work was in-
tended to produce upon the channel of the river at this point, it endan· 
gered, as was apprehended, the safety of the dike itself. Jn order to guard 
against immediate damage, it was found necessary to secure the bottom of 
the opening from further ahrasion~ by a covering of brush and stones, of 
such thickness as to resist the action of the water, until the opening itself 
could be closed. During the month of February last, the former work was 
accomplished, it being intended in the course of the year to complete the 
latter. 'rhe importance, however, of placing the several structures, now in 
progress on the lower section, in a state of safety before the termination of 
the working season, compelled a relinquishment of this design to another 
year. 
On the lower ~ection operations were brought to a close on the 24th of 
November: at which period the readjustment of the crest of dike No. 1 
was completed: and this structure further strengthened Ly the addition of a 
stone apron along the foot of the channel slope. Dike No. 2, at the lower 
Overslaugh bar, was extended 350 feet, and the termination secured by a 
slope of s1tfficient length to insure its safety against the nction of the ice 
and floods, during- the suspension of operations. 'rhe whole length of this 
dike, completed the past season, was 2,050 feet. Three of the Government 
steam-dredges were employed on this section until nearly tbe clo3e of the 
working season ; one having been withdrawn and placed in the Albany 
basin for safe -keeping, on the 16th of' November, and the two others on the 
24th and 26th of the same month. 'l..,he quantity of sand removed from 
the Overslaugh bars by these machines, between the 30th of September and 
the period of their withdrawCll, was 33,370.65 cubic yards; all which was 
employed in the construction of dikes Nos. 1 and 2. 
The ice in the river broke up and left the vicinity of Troy and Albany 
this year on the 19th of March, without doing any damage to the works. 
For ten days or a fortnight previous, the weather had been unusually mild 
f\1r this latitude, which, together with the prevalence of a slight freshet 
tlnring the same period, reduced the ice to less than six inches in thick· 
ness before it moved. rrhe freshet did not reach within one foot of the 
crest of the dikes, and that but for a few hours' duration. The gradual 
melting away of the snow in this neighborhood having caused but a com-
-~--- -- --
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paratively small rise of \Vnter for the seuson of the year, the action on the 
!Jed of the river was, in consequence, very lin1ited. 
,.rhe corporations of the cities of Troy and Albany havjug plnced at my 
disposal $15;000, in anticipation of the annual appropriation grauted by 
Congress, enabled an early recommencement of cperalions on this section 
in tbe spriug. Of this sum 89,999 was drawn by me from the nutborities 
of the two cities and applied to the service ot the improvement; which 
amount wus repaid out of the availabl , appropriation, as soon as the JJeces-
sary fnuds were received from the rrreasurer of the United States. 'Vith-
ont this advance from the two cities, bnt comparatively little could have 
been effected this season in the improvement of the navigation of the river. 
This aid was the more necessary, as, from the very partial freshets of this 
year and their short duration, the obstrnctions on the lower Overslaugh bar 
were increased to such an extent as to threnten serious difiiculty to the fldl 
trade, but which an early recommencement of the wo1 k enabled ns to 
overcome. 
On the 12th of April, dredge No. 1 commenced excavating on the lower 
Overslaugh, and on the 4th of :May, dredge No. 3 was also put in operution 
on the same bar. The ·sand raised by those mnchines was placed in the 
line of dike No. 2, and went towards its formation. On the 7th of .May, a 
freshet occurred, which suspended operations until the 15th of l.he same 
month, aud caused some injnry to dam No. 1. 'l'he greatest rise of water, 
this year, occurred on the 26th of May, at which time the water rose from 
six inehes to one foot above the crest of tbe dike at Port Schuyler: and 
just flowing over the lower dike at the Overslaugh. The freshet com-
menc8d on the 24th, reached its maximum elevation on the 26th, and on 
the lst of Juue had subsided to within 18 inches of ordinary low \Yater. 
The dike at Port Schuyler, in the middle section, received no injnry ex-
cept at the bulk-heads, where some settlement of the revetment took place 
in consequence of the great rush of water through the opening. Nothing 
but the means made use of last winter to secure this part of the work, pre-
vented the destruction of a considerable portion ofthe dike. Dike No. 3, 
in the lower section, connecting vVesterloo island with the main, was par-
tially destroyed in consequence of the great head of water produced by 
closing np all the avenues to the passage of the water in tbe chnunel west 
of Westerloo island; excepting at the termination of dike No. 2, heiug a 
distance of about three and a half miles to the head of this channd way. 
Fortunately, two dredges in the employment of Mr. llnrt, of Albany, Wf're 
operating near the railroad depot: the sand rRised by these machines was 
employed in strengthening the work, by which menns the greater part of 
the dike was secnred. Dike No. 1, at tile Overslaugh, was injnred in 
two or three places hy the depression of the superior snrface. The dam 
between Bogart and vr.r esterloo islauds also sustained considerable injury. 
The head of water at the darn produced by the early spring freshet was 
3! feet. The distance the water had to pass downwards in the channel 
way after leaving the dam, until it could flow backwards in tho basin to 
the same point, is 10:000 feet. Supposing the planes of desceut of the 
downward and upward flow of water to be the same, which is not the caEe 1 
there wonld result a fall of water at the partial stage of the flood referred 
to, of more than ton inches to tbe mile. This seemed to establish one 
important fact, viz: that it would be hazardous to constrnct con tin nons 
dikes of such length as to create too great a disparity in time of a freshet 
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between the level of the ·water in th.e channel way and that in the interior 
basin formed by the dikes. The water in its downward passage being 
excluded frorn this basin so long as the freshet is below the crest of the 
works, can only flow into it after it reaches the foot of the dike. The 
difference in level, therefore, of the water on the channel side, and in the 
basin at any point, say at the head of the dike, would be cqnal to the sum 
of the height of the planes of descent of the downward and upward flow ot 
water between this point and the foot of the work. There might be several 
controlling circumstances which would serve to increase or decrense this 
head of w~tter: such as one or more tributary streams debonching into the 
basin; and, on the other hand, when the rise of water is very rapid on the 
channel side. 'rile conclusion was therefore drawn that, by a judicious 
arrangement of the dikes and dams, the former having openings of such 
dimensions as t<:> permit the ready equalization of the level of the water on 
each side of the works, their stability would not only be secured, but the 
basins thus formed would serve as receptacles for a po~·tion of the sand 
removed by the abrading force of the current; at the same time the dams 
themselves would prevent any corroding action on the side of the river on 
which they are placed, thns relieving the river from a considerable amount 
of matter which might otherwise be carried down and deposited on the 
shoals below. 
In the application of these views to the lower section, it was determined 
to construct a dam between Beacon island and the west shore, and make a 
sufficient opening in dike No. 1 to allow the easy ingress and egress of the 
water into the basin during the period of a freshet. This opening was 
calculated for a mean velocity of one mile per hour. It was also con-
sidered prudent, as an additional measure of security again~t any sudden 
rise of water, whereby the equality of level would be too much disturbed, 
to puddle along their whole extent the works most exposed in such an 
event. This precaution was used in the rebuilding of dike No. 3, the re-
pair of dam No. 1, and the construction of dam No. 2, between Beacon 
island and the west shore. Dike No. 3 has been considerably extended 
beyond its former limits, in order to afford greater security to the head of 
'Vesterloo island, and thus guard against a breach being made across it at 
this point, which the formation of the ground is rather favorable to. 'rhe 
form o.f its profile has also been modified for the better, allowing a more 
easy flow of the water over it. This dike was completed early in the 
month of August; its length is now 594 feet, being an extension of 197 
feet. Dam No. I, in addition to the ordinary puddling, has had its supe-
rior surface and a portwn of its down stream slope covered with clay for 
a depth of four inches. The modification of its profile is similar to that of 
dike No. 3. This work was finished on the 6th ultimo. In a few days after 
the notification was received of the passage of the appropriation by Congress 
for this improvement, as large a force of men as could be collected at that 
-advanced period of the year, was employed on dike No. 2. Dredge No. 4 
commenced excavating on the lower Overslaugh bar on the 16th of July, 
and dredge No. 2 on the 13th of August. The latter machine, however, 
remained but a few days at this position, being removed on the 18th of the 
same month to the site of dam No. 2, for the purpose of excavating sand 
for the formation of that work. Dred<re No. 3 was removed on the 17th 
ultimo for the same purpose. 
0 
[ 1 J 206 
During the present season, to include the 30th of September, the grading 
of dike No. 2 has baen extended 3l000 running feet, and the revetment of 
the slopes brought up to wi~hin a few feet of the cres;t. About 400 running 
feet of the latter have been finished; 650 running feet of this dike, togetber 
with a terminating slope of 180 feet, remained to be graded on the 30th ul-
timo, which it is expected to accomplish this year, should the weather prove 
favorable the coming month. Dam No. 2 was commenced the 20th of 
August, and on the 30th ultimo the embankment was brought up about 
three {eet above the plane of ordinary low water for two-thirds of its length. 
It is intended to complete this work the present year. Its length will be 
693 feet, exclusive of its extension over Beacon island, which will require 
to be puddled and revetted on its top surface for about 200 feet in length, 
so as to conform with the crest of the dam. This is necessary in order to 
retard the force of the floods, which would otherwise destroy the islands by 
the rapid flow of the water over its surface. The profile of this work is 
similar to that of dam No. 1, and will be constrncted in the same manner. 
'The quantity of sand excavated by the Government dredges on this sec-
tion the present season, to include the 30th of September, and placed in 
the several works under construction, was 144.,357.26 cubic yards, of 
which 120,515.3L1 cubic yards were dredged from the lower Overslaugh 
bar and placed in dike No. 2, and ~3,841.92 cubic yards taken from the 
basin, between Beacon island and the west shore, and formed into dam No. 
2. The latter excavation, being of no benefit to the channel, is properly 
chargeable to the construction of the work Itself. The whole quantity of 
sand dredged on the lower section, to include the 30th ultimo, and placed 
in dikes and dams, is 356,417.28 cubic yards; of which 317,458.21 -cubic 
yards were removed from the Overslaugh bars, and 38,959.07 cnbic yards 
taken from three other points on the river, not immediately benefitting the 
navigation. Before the close of the season it is intended to finish the open-
ing in dike No. 1, and secure the lower part of Bogart island, which is in 
danger of being breached from the small width of the island just above its 
junction with the dike, and from the descending character of the ground. 
lt was also contemplated to construct the clam, closing up Papscannee 
creek, had sufficient time been left for that purpose, but the advanced state 
of the season will not permit the commencement of this work, which must 
therefore be deferred. until next spring. 
The result of the operations this year cannot but restore confidence, and 
convince the most :sceptical of the entire success of the system adopted for 
overcoming the obstructions to the free navigation of the Hudson. For the 
last two months scarcely any difficulty has been experienced by vessels in 
passing the Overslaugh: notwithstanding the water, during that period, was 
as low as it has been at any time the past summer. The upper Overslaugh 
bar, although not entirely removed, has been gradually wearing away; at 
the present time it has not less than seven feet water over it at the ordinary 
low stage, or nearly six feet at the lowest stage of water. The great body 
of this shoal has, within the la::::t year, moved downwards about 1,200 feet, 
and should the freshets of the next year equal those of the last, it is probable 
the greater part of this shoal will have been carried into the deep water at 
Van Wie's point. 
Project of operations for the year 1839.--0n the upper section it is 
not contemplated to perform any work, unless circumstances should render 
it necessary-such as the the obstruction of any portion of the channel way 
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by !he accumulation of gravel upon the breaking up of the ice in the 
sprmg. 
The greater weight of the deposites on the middle section, when compared 
with those on the 'lower, will render the removal of a considerable portion 
of the obstructions, by dredging, necessary, in addition to the quantity re-
quired to form the works entering into the scheme of improvement. But 
were these deposites of less gravity, it is believed that the larg~ amount of 
matter left to the action of the floods on this section would be injurious to 
many portions of the river below, where the intensity of the current is less 
than that generated by the artificial works. The most formidable of the 
obstructions existing between Troy and Albany being at W ashiugton and 
Van Buren's bars, and at Round and Fishhouse shoals, it is proposed to ex-
cavate 50,000 cubic yards on the two first named bars, in addition to 
3,500 cubic yards which will be required to fill up the opening in the 
dike at Port Schuyler, previous to closing which, however, the greater part 
of the excavated matter will be deposited in the basin formed by this dike 
and the west shore, so as to be out of reach of the floods, and thus prevent 
its disturbing the channel in future. On the Round shoal it is contemplated 
to excavate 10,000 cubic yards, and on Fishhouse shoal 116,910 cubic 
yards, the latter being the quantity requisite to form the dike running be· 
tween Upper and Lower Patroon islands. This work was estimated for in 
my report of last year, and was the1"1 proposed to be continuous; but from 
the results obtained this year, and in conformity with the views expressed 
in a former part of this report, an opening will be required similar to that 
contemplated in dike No. 1, at the Overslaugh. In connexion with this 
modification of the dike, tbe construction of a dam 150 feet in length be. 
tween Upper Patroon's island and the west shore, and another between 
Lower Patroon's island and the same shore, of 750 feet in length, will be ne-
cessary; both of which works are included in the estimnte of the Board of 
Engineer.s, but which w~uld have been dispensed with had the security of 
the dike permitted its construction being continuous. The protection of 
650 feet of the channel shore of Hart's island, and of 630 feet of the east 
shore above, extending to near the bend, together with 350 feet of Hillhouse 
~sland, are estimated fori the two former works were included in my pro-
Ject of last year. 
On the lower section, the estimate includes a balance of $3,741 12 for 
the completion of dike No. 2, at the Overslaugh; which, as previously 
stated, it is proposed to finish, if practicable, this season. The dike run-
ning from the main, near the railroc1d depot at Albany, to Bogart island, 
as described in my last annual report, is again estimated for this year, with 
the necessary modification of an opening for the passage of the water into 
the basin formed by the dike with W esterloo island and the several works 
in connexion therewith. In addition to 78,600 cubic yards of sand re-
quired for the formation of this dike, it is proposed to excavate 20,000 cubic 
yards from the neighborhood of Cuyler's lmr, making in all 98,600 cubic 
yards to be taken from the site of the new channel. In connexion with the 
Overslaugh improvement, the estimate of this year includes the shutting up 
of Papscannee creek ; straightening and revetting anew the channel shores 
of Bogart and Beacon islands ; protecting 3,000 feet of the channel shore of 
the lower part of Papscannee island, and removing 800 feet of the old 
Overslaugh dam, and 150 feet of VanWie's pier; all which works, with the 
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exception of protecting a portion of the shore of Papscannee island, were 
embraced in my project of last year. Preparatory to the construction of the 
works for improving the bed of the river in the neighborhood of Castlaton, 
it will be necessary to remove 700 feet of \Vinnie's pier, which has ac-
cordingly been estimated for this year. The construction of two additional 
steam dredging.machir=ws and sixteen lighters is again embraced in the esti-
mate for the year 1839, together with the thorough repair of the machinery 
now in use. 
General remarks.-A re·survey of the river, under the direction of Lieut. 
1 .eadbetter, of the corps of engineers, was commenced the beginning of April 
last, and will be prosecuted whenever the supervisory duties of the works 
under constructiotl will permit. It is i;:.1tended to be very accurate as to de-
tails, and will, in addition to its importance in locating the several works in-
tended for the improvement of the navigation of the river, be interesting as a 
map of comparison, exhibiting the changes which have taken place in the 
outline of the ~hores since the survey of .Mr. Randal, in the year 1819, which 
is believed to be the only detailed map of this portion of the rivAr which 
can be relied upon as to accuracy. In connexion with this survey, a 
hydrometic one is contemplated during the winter, after the river is closed 
with ice ; this period will also afford an opportunity of examining more satis-
factorily the composition of the shoals to be operated upon, than can be 
obtained at any other time. During the last two winters partial surveys of 
this character have been made: the first, in the winter of 1836-1837, of 
the upper Overslaugh bar, opposite dike No. 1. For this purpose the au-
face of the river was divided into equal squares of ).00 feet side, and the 
ice perforated at the intersection of the lines thus formed. Through these 
openings the soundings were made by rods graduated to feet and tenths of 
feet, after which they were reduced to the plane of ordinary low water at the 
Overs]augh. In the course of the past winter a more comprehensive sur-
vey of this kind was made, commencing at the city of Troy, and extend-
ing to Van Wie's point, embracing a distance of tO miles. The surface of 
the river in this survey was divided into equal sq11are~, of two chains of 
4 poles each, or 132 feet side, the modus operandi in other respects being 
the same as before detailed, reference being made to the planes of ordi· 
nary low water, botlil at Port Schuyler and the Overslaugh. The whole 
extent of soundings was npwards of ninety miles. 
I consider it my duty again to call the attention of the department to the 
several matters referred to in my last annual report, as requiring the inter-
position of Congress, and beg leave respectfully to urge the passage of a 
law on the subject. Very considerable deposites of mnd, it is said, haYe 
been made in the channel of the river, by persons in the employment of the 
contractors for the excavation of the basin at Albany. To such an extent 
has this been carried that much excitement was produced among those 
immediately interested in the river navigation, in consequence of the ac-
cumulation of these deposites in the neighborhood of Cuyler's bar. The 
contractors have be~n notified by me at various times, that the deposites of 
mud or other matter from the basin, in any part of the river where it 
would be liable to flow off, or impede the navigation in any way, could not 
be permitted. It is evident the improvement of the navigation of the tiver 
will be of little avail, unless a cnntrolling influence can be exercised over 
this matter. 
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Some of the islands which have been revetted, as we11 as dike No. 1, at 
the Overslaugh, have been denuded of stone in two or three places ; the 
former by fishermen, for the purpose of hauling the seine, the latter by 
some evil disposed persons. Unless these depredations are checked, the 
safety of the works at some future day will be jeopardized, if not eventually 
.'destroyed. 
The damage done to the machinery this year by steamboats and other 
·vessels, coming in contact with it whilst employed at the Overslaugh, has 
been considerable. ln addition to many minor injuries, the frame of 
dredge No. 1 was destroyed, and at as subequent period this dredge was 
sunk in the channel way, in twelve feet water. This occurred soon after 
the steamboat Swallow passed the dredge in her downward trip, and in 
about 15 minutes after the first discovery of the leak, which rendered inef-
fectual the efforts made to get her into shoal water. Whether the steamboat 
was the cause of the accident is not known, although the reckless man-
ner with which she was propelled past the dredge renders this supposition 
not improbable. The cost of raising and repairing this dredge, together 
with the wages of the crew and loss of her services, amounted to about 
$700. Representations have been repeatedly made by me to the agents 
and directors of the passenger boats, as to the injury which we daily sus-
tain from the speed at which they are propelled ; but in most cases these 
representations have been ineffectual in producing any change in the manner 
in which the boats are conducted. The strife and excitement of a race 
seem to break down all barriers ; and unless Congress interferes in the mat-
ter, we shall be constantly liable·to damage from this cause. The Govern-
ment already have sustained losses in the injury done to the machinery, 
&c., which can fall little short of $5,000, without reckoning the loss of 
time by detention, and the consequent injury to the work itself. 
The annual statement of the amount expended and funds available to 
include the year ending on the 30th of September, 1838, together with the 
general statement of appropriations, &c. of each year up to the same period, 
as also the estimate of the amount required to complete the project of ope-
rations for the year 1839, are herewith transmitted. 
'l'he annual drawings, exhibiting the work completed and under con-
struction, with those propost1d t.o be built next year, .together with a table 
showing the comparative cost of the, different descriptions of work on the 
several sections, for each year since the commencement of the improve-
ment, and to include the 31st of December, 1838, will be forwarded to the 
department as soon as they can be prepared. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
HENRY BREWERTON, 
To Brig. Gen. CHARLES GRATIOT, 
Captain Corps of' l!..,ngineers. 
Chief Engineer, Washington . 
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Estimate of funds requisite for the operations in the improvement 
of the navigation of the Hudson river, New York, during the year 
1.839, ex!tibitin{( the nature, extent, and cost of the several objects of 
contemplated expenditure. 
Nature of materials, 'vorkmanship, and contingencie~, 
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Captain Corps of E11gine(rs. 
Hudson River lmp1·ovemant, 
Troy, N. Y. Sept. 20, 1838. 
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c. 
Lig!tt-lzcu.se for Flynn's knoll, 1Vtw '[ork. 
GovEru;on.'s IsLAND, N. Y., 
Octolier 20, 1838. 
SIR: The site selected for this work is on a shoal of sand, impregnated 
with mud, at the distance of a mile from Sandy Hook, in a northerly direc-
tion. It is open to the ocean. There is a swell upon it at all times, com-
monly cnl1ed a ground-roller, whicb is of moderate height and force in calm 
weather, but of great force and magnitude in boisterons weather. The 
velocity of the neap tides is estimated at nearly three miles an hour, and 
that of the spring tides at four miles an hour. The depth of water on the 
site is 14 to 15 feet at low water, and 18 to 20 feet at high water. In a 
westerly direction from the site, the depth gradually diminishes; in every 
other direction it gradually increases; but it does not exceed 20 feet at 
low water in any direction within the distance of 500 feet from the site. 
The usual mode of preparing the foundation of a heavy structure, for 
flnch a site, is to form a mole, of large stones, (deposited promiscuously,) 
with an exterior slope, having a base of four or :five times the height. It 
was the mode recommended in the plan upon which the appropriation for 
building the light-house was obtained from Congress. It seemed to be 
generally expected it would form a part of the plan to be submitted by me, 
and surprise was expressed that any other could be thought of; some per-
sons still retain these impressions. 
Those who, from habit, continue to be advocates of this mode of con-
struction, would, probably, give up their preference, upon be-ing apprized 
of the objections to it. I will state some of the objections. 
It is attended with great delay, while the utmost despatch would be 
desirable, on account of the accidents and interruptions to which it would 
be constantly exposed, and especially in stormy weather. To form a suit-
able mole at Flynn's knoll, the stone could not be furnished in less than 
three years, if ten vessels of 60 to 80 tons burden were employed> and 
each vessel made 30 to 4.0 trips a year i and to allow the mass to settle and 
acquire solidity, three years more, at least, would be reqnircd ; whether the 
requisite solidity would be attained in th<tt time, or a much longer time, 
would be uncertain. If it should not be, a large mass might be displaced 
by the slipping of one stone, or by the crushing of a small stone interposed 
between two liu·ger ones. The liability to snch accidents would be greater 
as the superincumbent weight should be increased by the building of the 
superstructure, and the injury they would produce . might render useless 
the work that had been done. The stones lying loosely on the surface of 
the slope of the mole~ would be liable to displacement by floating ice. The 
stones at the base of the slope would be liable to be undermined by ~h.9 
action of the tide upon the sand in contact with them. 'I'bi~ would be 
likely to happen at the sides of the mole, when the tides would have 
increased velocity in pn.ssing the obstruction presented. by the body of the 
mole. At Flynn's knoll, the direction of the tide chanO'es to every point 
of the compass in the course of each flood and ebb, and therefore all parts 
of the base of the mole w u1d be liable to be undermined. The weight of 
the stone facilitates, if it does not cause the undermining. If the weight 
were less than that of sand, it could not settle if it were undermined1 and 
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therefore it is probable it would not he undermined. If the weight were 
a little greater than that of sand, the undermining and settling would 
extend to the depth that would establish the equilibrium between the 
respective weights. Thus, a vessel stranded upon a sand-shoall will be 
undermined, and will settle in the sand until this equilibrium takes place, 
and then, when no farther undermining can go on, the sand will accumu-
late about her. Even brush, which, of all things, is that most relied on for 
accumulating sand, will be undermined, if it be ballasted until the 
weight exceeds that of sand, and will continue to settle until the sand 
becomes incorporated with it by filling up the void spaces. The uncer-
tainty about the solidity of the mass cannot be obviated, but the undermin-
ing might be prevented by interposing an apron or platform of brush 
between the sand and the stones at the base of the slope, of the width of 
20 to 30 feet, and having two or three feet of the width outside of the base 
of the slope. 
Instead of the mole, it wa~ proposed in the plan first submitted, to prepare 
the foundation by driving piles, nnd to establish upon it the masonry regu-
larly laid. These objects had been effected with entire success and with 
but little difficulty, in constructing stone piers for the wharf at Fort Schuy-
ler, and all the operations were conducted from a platform above high 
water. The depth, at the end of the wharf, was about 16 feet at spring 
tides. The details of the plan and the manner of carrying on the opera-
tions are fully explained in the memoir of last year. • 
The plan consisted of the 1 ight-house, and 33 piers of cut stone to be 
placed around it, and as near to it as practicable, in two complete rows, 
each having 14 piers, and part of a third row, on the side next the ocean , 
having 5 piers. The piers were to be 10 feet square at the base, 4 feet at 
the top, and 24 feet high, and the tops were to be connected by an iron 
grating. These piers were intended us a permanent breakwater to shelter 
the light-house. It was expected, also, the eddies they would occasion 
would produce an embankment of sand against the light-house and around 
the piers. There were to be temporary breakwaters, also, to shelter the 
operations and the vessels employed in supplying materials for them. 
These were to consist of two fixed and four floating and moveable break-
waters. The principal fixed breakwater was to afford shelter from the 
ocean, and to mask the operations from the space between Sandy Hook on 
one side, and a point on Long island, west of Rockaway, on the other. 
It was to be built of piles driven five or six feet into the sand, and having 
their tops six feet above high water. These piles were to be four feet 
apart, and there were to be six of them in the width, except at the extremi-
ties, where there were to be eight. The length was 310 feet, and from the 
centre a bridge, or gangway, forty feet long, extended to the stone piers. 
The other fixed breakwater was to afford shelter on the land side from 
floating ice and heavy northwesters. It was to be 100 feet long, and to 
have five piles in the width. The floating breakwaters were to afford 
shelter at the sides, by being secured to buoys anchored there in the proper 
positions. It was thought the whole of them might be moved from one 
side to the other in less than half an hour. 'rhey have been built. 'Their 
length are sixty feet; greatest width at the upper side, four feet, tapering to 
one foot at each end; their depth six feet. They are built of loas crossed 
at right angles and strongly bolted together, with open spaces, presenting 
the appearance of lattice work. 
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This abstract of a description of the plan explained in the memoir of 
last year, with the descriptions proposed to be given of modifications and 
alterations of the plan not heretofore explained, will afford a connected 
view of all that relates to the plans. Before the modifications and altera-
tions of the plan are described, a few remarks will be made to complete 
what remains to be stated respecting the plan first prepared. 
A general sketch of it, without details, was prepared and submitted early 
in May of last year, shortly after the subject was committed to me, and 
before a report in favor of the site had been made by the Navy Commis-
sioners, as the law required that it should be prior to the building of the 
light-house. This report was made in August, and the details and expla-
nation of the ~Ian were prepared and submitted in October. In the mean 
time, the plan being favorably regarded, arrangements for the procurement 
of the cut stone required for the light-house and piers were authorized, and 
satisfactory proposals for furnishing it were received and accepted. Before 
any contract was concluded, it was determined that the plan should be 
thoroughly examined by a board of engineers; and, with the consent of all 
parties, the accepted proposals were withdrawn, and the acceptance of them 
annulled. Of the four engineers composing the board, one could not attend, 
and the other three, myself being one of them, assembled on the 1st of 
December. On the adjournment of the board, some days after, one of the 
members declined expressing an opinion respecting the ·plans, and the 
other, who had formed an opinion decidedly unfavorable to them, made a 
report, some time after, in which he sated that opinion, and also his own 
views on the subject. 
A modification of the plan was prepared a short time before the board 
assembled, and was presented for its consideration. It differed from the 
plan .first prepared in no other respect than in having a wall of brush, to 
enclose the space to be occupied by the light-house and the stone piers. by 
means of which their construction might be carried on without interrup· 
tion from the waves and the tides; and it dispensed with the landward 
fixed breakwater, as its object would be better fulfilled by the brush wall. 
Early in January last, a plan was prepared, differing essentially, in some 
respects, from the first plan, and the modification of it just described. It 
retained the temporary breakwaters and the wall of brush enclosing the 
space within which the constructions of masonry were to be conducted, and, 
dispensing with the stone piers, proposed a coffer -dam of concrete, to be 
three feet thick at the bottom and six feet at the sides, within which, after 
pumping the water out of it, the body of the light-house was to be regularly 
built, in the same manner as it might be upon dry land. The concrete 
case was to reach to the height of six feet above high water; and to be 
retained permanently as a part of the structure. After the completion of 
the lig-ht-house, the brush wall was to be cut down to low water or below 
it, and the brush removed was to be spread npon the bottom to the thick-
ness of two feet over the space next the sea, to be occupied by a breakwater 
formed of large stones, deposited promiscuously, so as to form a platform 
that would be interposed between the stones and the sand, and would. 
prevent the former from being undermined by the tides. 
Drawings of this plan were handed in to the Engineer Department in 
May last, and verbally explained. Shortly after, other drawings were 
prepared, containing a slight modification of the plan. At the close of last 
July, the engineer who had not attended the meeting of the board that 
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assembled in December was required to examine and report upon the plans, 
and this was furnished and explained to him with the others. It was 
among the other plans that were returned to the Engineer Department when 
the report of this officer was forwarded. As it was not formally submitted, 
it may have escaped the notice of the Engineer Department. 
It is now presented in the drawing that accompanies this: which contains, 
also, a plan of the temporary fixed breakwater, as altered, enlarged, and 
secured against undermining, and the alteration of the permanent stone 
breakwater, by extending its base to the temporary breakwater just men· 
tioned. The plan as thus presented, and the several parts of it, will be 
described and explained: after stating the conditions they should fulfil, 
which may be referred to as a test of their fitness. 
These condition" are, 1st, ,...rhe plan of the light-house, to have suitable 
dimensions and proportions, and the building of it to be done in the most 
substantial manner and with the most durable materials. 2d, The natural 
foundation at the site bemg of doubtful solidity and stability, the most 
approved means for making it compact and unchangeable to be applied. 
3d, Suitable arrangements for overcoming or lessening, as far as practi-
cable, the difficulty of carrying on submarine operations, exp0sed to the 
effects of a heavy sea and strong tides, and for aftording shelter from and 
security against such exposure. 4th, The adaptation of these arrange-
ments to the permanent preservation of the site, by their tendency to pre-
vent the abrasion of sand in contact with .and contiguous to the works, and 
to promote its accumulation ; or, if they cannot be made to answer that 
purpose, the adoption of such as can be. 5th, Deliberate preparation and 
vigorous application of the means requisite to insure the speedy comple-
tion of the work, in the most durable manner. 
The plan: as has been already stated, consists of the light-house and a 
concrete coffer-dam within which it is to be built, together with the pre-
paration, by means of piles to be driven, of the foundation upon which 
they are to be established; also, a brush wall to enclose the space to be 
occupied by the coffer-dam and three stone piers; a permanent stone break-
water, to occupy the space between the brush wall and the temporary fixed 
breakwater ; this fixed breakwater to cover the works from the space next 
the ocean, and form fiont.ing breakwaters, moveable with ease. ,...rhese 
several parts, (except the floating breakwaters,) and their relative positions, 
are shown in the drawing. Two vertical sections are also shown in the 
drawing. 
A view will be afforded of the manner of conducting the operations pro-
posed to be followed, by describing and explaining the parts of the plan, in 
the order their construction is intended to be commenced ; and this arrange-
ment will be followed, except in relation to the floating breakwaters, which 
have been already described and explained. 
The temporary fixed breakwater will be first attended to, as it will form 
an artificial harbor, affording shelter from the ocean to the operations behind 
it. Its form will be a crescent, a segment of about 109 degrees, with a 
mean radius of 200 feet. Its width will be 28 feet, except at each extrem-
ity, where it will be 40 feet. Its mean length will be 375 feet, and its 
greatest length, at the exterior of the curve, 400 feet. It is to be built of 
piles, driven eight or nine feet into the sand, and having their tops, which 
are to be six feet above high water, properly secured by ties and cross ties, 
spiked on edgewise, besides diagonal ties laid fiat on the top. There will 
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be ten in the width, at the distance of three feet from centre to centre. At 
the exterior of the curve, there will be 13 of them in each 40 feet, which will 
make the distance from centre to centre a little over three feet. Their di-. 
.rection across the width will be on the radial lines, and, therefore, their dis-
tance apart will be less in each successive curve towards the interior. The 
whole number of piles in this breakwater will be 1,300. As the operations 
may be extended through two seasons, the piles should be saturated with 
corrosive sublimate, to protect them from the salt-water worm. To prevent 
. the piles from being undermined by the action of the tide, layers of brush, 
to the depth of three feet, should be arrlnged at the surface and ballasted, 
so that they would settle to the bottom and remain there. '"fhe layers, of 
the thickness of four to six inches, should be placed diagonally, and suc-
cessively crossed at right angles. A bar · of wood, about three feet long, 
nailed across each pile at or a few inches above its point of contact with 
the surface of the bottom, would, when the floor of brush is laid over it, 
serve as an anchor to prevent the pile from being floated up. The number 
of piles in the width will be sufficient, it is supposed, to break the con tin-
• uity of the \vaves and reduce their level, and thereby weaken their force •. 
If greater resistance to the waves than is presented by the naked piles be 
required to produce the desired effect, the obstruction may be gradually in-
creased, until it becomes sufficient, hy additions of brush along the whole 
length or at regular intervals. rrhe brush, by being insufficiently bal-
lasted; would have the stability requisite to resist the force of the wave, and 
being elastic, would recover from shocks that would probably materially 
injure and perhaps destroy structures of more solid materials. '"rhe driving 
of the piles may be accomplished without risk of interrnption from the 
waves, by conducting the operation upon temporary platforms, that may be 
easily and quickly established, and moved wheiJ required, by using, as sup-
ports for the beams, triangular benches: such as have been lately applied in the. 
same manner, in establishing the platform at Flynn'slmoll, on which the ope-
ration of boring was performed, to ascertaiu the character of the bottom. 
These benches are made of three poles, eac.h 30 feet long, the small ends. 
at the top secured b.Y a bolt passing through them, and the large ends at. 
the bottom confined at the proper opening by braces, and loaded with· 
kentledge. The tide at Flynn's knoll, althot1gh very strong, does not over-
turn them, and yet they are easily raised and moved about. 'ren pile en-
gines being used, the 1,300 piles in the breakwater ought to be driven in 
less than two weeks. The top of the breakwater will have a large surfnce, 
which may be advantageously used as a wharf, for receiving materials and 
retaining them until required to Le used. . 'The bridge between the break-
water and the brush wall will answer as a gangway, along which the. 
materials deposited on the former may be transported to the latter. Its 
length is 60 feet. 
'The brush wall follows the breakwater just described, in the order of 
construction. Its object, as has been stated, is to exclude the waves and 
the tide from the space to be occupied by the constructions of masonry. It 
is to consist of a frame of piles driven and secured as already described 
and filled with brushwork from the bottom to the top. The frame will 
prevent lateral displacement of the brush when laid in the manner de-
scribed, and the ballast upon it will counteract its buoyancy. The top of 
the frame is to be six feet above high water. The piles are to be three feet 
apart from centre to centre. In the part of the wall most exposed, there 
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-.are to be six piles in the width, which would make it nearly sixteen feet ; 
and as the brush must project about eighteen inches beyond the side of the 
jrame, the width of the wall would be eighteen or nineteen feet at those 
]>laces. In other parts, less exposed, the number of piles in the width is 
:reduced, first to five, and afterwards to four. Ballast will be required at 
~very five or six feet of the depth. To prevent its from falling out at the 
sides, cases to contain it should be laid on the brush, between the outside 
:rows of piles and the rows next to them. Hurdles would answer the pur-
]JOSe as well as cases, and perhaps better. In the space between the cases, 
1he ballast might be laid upon the brush, without risk of its falling through. 
Very good brush may be procured in New Jersey, abont 10 or 12 miles 
from Flynn's knoll. The quantity required for the breakwater and the 
"brush wall could be furnished in about three months. The laying is easily 
and quickly done. At the breakwater it might be completed in a day, and 
-at the brush wall in two days, if as many men as could work at it should 
.be employed. The brush wall might be finished in eight or ten days. 
There would be no risk and very little interruption in conducting either 
of these works. • 
The next operation is to drive thf~ row of sheet piling that is to confine 
the exterior of the coffer dam. Its distance from the brush wall will be 
three feet from the frame, and about eighteen inches from the brush, except 
where the wall is extended to enclose the three piers. Its form will be cir-
cular, with a radius of thirty-two feet in the clear, except at the stairs, where it 
is some\vhat greater. The piles are to be six inches thick. They are to be 
driven to the depth of six feet; and their tops, at the height of three feet above 
high water, are to be secured together by a cap. To insure precision, they 
are to be driven through a frame, traversing upon a pivot at the centre, and 
having bearing points as ]ow down as practicable to keep the pile in there-
quired direction. 
The preparation of the foundation, by driving piles within the area of the 
sheet p1ling, is the next operation. The piles are to be driven at the dis· 
tance from each other of about two feet from centre to centre. They are 
to be driven AS deep as possible, which will probably be nine or ten feet. 
The depth to which they may be driven having been ascertained, they are 
to be cut off at lengths corresponding thereto before they are driven. The 
'Process of driving them is to put the pile, cut off to the required length, as 
has been stated, into a case which has been previously placed exactly over 
the spot to be qccupied by the pile, then to put a follower or block pile also 
into the case, and, of course, over the pile, then to drive this follower until . 
1he top of it reaches a mark on the pile engine which is jntended to indi-
c~ate that the lower end of the follower, and, of course, the top of the pile 
jmmediately under it, is then at the desired level. Piles driven by this 
process must be uniformly level at their tops, if the level be preserved of 
the platform upon which the pile engine used for driving them is operated. 
lt is not proposed to excavate the bottom for the purpose of establishing the 
foundation below the natural surface of the sand. It is not necessary to 
inquire whether the foundation, at a level below the natural surface, would 
be more secure from undermining than it would be at the level of the 
natural surface, becn.nse any tendency to undermining would be sufficiently 
l'estrained by the brush wall enclosing the foundation, the lower part of 
which is not to be removed. 
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The coffer dam is now to be built of concrete, prepared with hydraulic 
cement mortar, and smaH fragments of stone or brick. 'rhis compositiom 
sets readily under water, either fresh or salt, and in time becomes almost 
as hard and tough as stone. \iVith these qualities in view, it was proposed 
in the first plan to limit the thickness of the floor of the coffer dam to three 
feet, and it is still believed that thickness would be sufficient to resist the 
pressure at the bottom after the water should be pumped out of the inside. 
But as the composition would have but little time to set before the pump-
ing ofthe water from the inside would expose the floor to the pressure of 
the head of water on the outer side, it was determined, as an extra precau-
tion, to increase its thickness to fonr and a half feet. When three and a 
half feet of the thickness of the floor have been laid, the row of sheet piling 
which is to confine the inner side of the coffer dam, the piles to be four 
inr.hes thick, is to be driven six inches into it. This depth will be suf-
ficient to keep the lower ends of the piles in place until the remaining foot 
of the thickness of the floor is laid. Before this is done, the tops of the piles 
will be capped and otherwise secured by suitable ties and braces. The 
space between the two rows of piles will form the sides of the coffer dam, of 
the thickness of eight feet ; it is to be filled with concrete to the height of 
eight feet above the floor. Another row of sheet piling, three inches thick, 
is now to be driven into it to the depth of six inches, and then six inches 
more of concrete is to be laid in, which will raise the sides to the height of 
eight and a half feet above the floor, and thirteen feet above the bottom. 
The last row of sheet piling is to be twelve inches in the clear from the 
outside row, and this space is to be filled with concrete to the height of one 
foot above high water. The water is then to be pumped out until its level 
shall be eight feet above the floor, and the interior row of sheet piling is t() 
be removed. The water will be six inches below the level of the surface 
of the concrete forming the sides of the coffer dam. This surface is to be 
made uniformly level at the height of thirteen feet above the bottom. 'rhe 
~ow of sheet piling supporting the interior of the wall of concrete, of twelve 
mches thickness, and the height of one foot above high water, is to be l'e-
moved as soon as the concrete is hard enough to do without its support. 
But whether it be removed or not, the stone worK. which is to form the re-
mainder of the height of the coffer dam, viz. twelve ieet, should be begun 
and completed without delay. This stone work should be of the most sub-
stantial kind ; the stone should be cut and laid with perfect accuracy, and 
every stone should be secured ·by keys or bolts, so that the wall may have 
the strength and solidity requisite to resist any shock to which it may 
be exposed. 'rhe exterior line of this wall will be retired sixteen inches 
wit~in the exterior line of its base of concrete, and the interior line will 
proJect fonr inches over the concrete base, which will make the width at 
the base seven feet. The wall is to consist of seven courses of stone, viz: 
Six of them twenty inches, and the top course twenty-four inches thick. 
The face of this wall is to be concave. The vertical section, from the base 
to with_]n one foot of the top, would exhibit a segment with a versed sine of 
se~e~1 mche.s. This form is intended to give a direction to the wave 
str~lnng agamst the face of the wall, which will cause it, or the greater part 
of It, to fall on the outside of the wall. The stairs for landing from boats 
are to be built in the wall, or rather to be cut out of the stones, for each 
stone in the wall is to extend through its entire thickness. There will be 
twelve of them, beginl'ling at eighteen inches above low water, and rising to 
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the top of the wall ; their position will be on the west side of the wall. 
The top of the wall should have a slope of an inch to the yard, to allow any 
water. falling upon it to pass off rapidly. On the completion of the wall, 
the thm wall of concrete, on the outside of it, may be removed. The water 
remaining within the coffer dam may also be removed. · 
There will be near 300 piles in the exterior row of sheet·piling, about 
260 in the interior, and nearly 400 in the intermediate row of short piles. 
The number of piles in the foundation will be about 800. The exterior 
row of sheet piling must be driven with much precision, and 10 or 12 days 
may be required to do it properly: but the driving of the piles in the foun-
datiOn may be carried on and completed within the same time. The other 
r_ows of sheet piling may be driven with but little difficulty and in a short 
·time. The masonry in the coffer dam will consist of a little over 1,000 
cubic yards of concrete, and between 500 and 600 cubic yards of cut stone-
worl~. 'l'he concrete may be laid very rapidly, and the cut stone will not 
· reqmre fitting, as its accuracy in that respect will be ascertained before it is 
brought there; but the setting of the stones must unavoidably be slow, as 
each stone will weigh at least 5 tous ; and, moreover, every stone is to be 
sec_ured with keys, and some ~of them with bolts also. It would be safe to 
estimate: however, that the work may be carried throngh the several stages 
described in less than three months from the commencement of operations. 
On the completion of the coffer dam, the principal difficulties of the con-
struction may be considered to have been surmounted. If the operations 
~an be advanced to that state by the 1st of August, they may be completed 
In three or four months after that time, provided the arrangements for carry-
ing them on are commenced without delay, and prosecuted withdue intelli-
gence and assiduity. · 
,.I,he three stone piers that are to shelter the stairs and to serve as an ice-
breaker, and also as a wharf, may be built while the operations for the con-
struction of the coffer dam are going on, and without any interruption to 
them. 'l,hey are to be built in the same manner as those lately built for the 
ice-breaker at Staten island, and each of them will be supported by 40 piles. 
'I, he diameter of the floor of the coffer dam will be 48 feet. It must be 
made uniformly level at the height of 4! feet from the bottom, in order that 
the base of the light-house which is to be established upon it may be laid 
with }i>erfect accuracy. The diameter of the base is 47 feet, being the 
same as is laid down in the other plans submitted, at the corresponding 
height of 4! feet from the bottom. The stones of the lower course are to 
be fitted to each other with dovetails, and to be firmly secured to the floor. 
Those of the two courses next above it are also to be dovetailed, and to be 
well ~ecured to the courses below them. The face stones of aU the other 
courses are to be secured by keys to each other, and to the courses below 
.and auove them. The courses are to be 18 inches thick. The smallest 
stone will weigh nearly a ton, and the largest about 5 tons. 'rhe batter of 
the face is to be 4 inches to the foot, and straight for the first 7 courses. 
Above that point the wall is to be, in all respects, the same as was described 
in the memoir of last year, except that there will be no dovetailing, the se-
curing by keys being deemed sufficient. The lower part of the space be-
tween the coffer dam and. the light house should be filled with concrete, to 
the height of 11 feet above the floor. The upper part may be filled in like 
manner, or it may be fitted as tanks for oil, or for water, or as cellars for 
storing fuel or provisions. In the latter case, the roof must be made strong 
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~nough to resist any shock to which it might be exposed, and, also, per-
fectly tight. 
As soon as the coffer dam is finished, the removal of the brush from the 
brush-wall enclosing it, and its application to the formation of a platform to 
support the base of the permanent breakwater of stone, may he commenced 
and carried on, whenever it can be without interruption of the accommoda-
tion required for vessels employed in supplying materials. 
This platform, to be about t\VO feet thick, is to occupy the space between the 
foot of the brush-wall and the interior curve of the temporary breakwater. 
It should be formed with layers four or five il~ches thick,successivelycrossing 
each other at right angles. The brush to be used in forming it might be 
removed from the wall to the depth of two feet below low water. After the 
completion of the platform, the stones might be deposited upon it whenever 
it would be convenient to do so. It will have an easy, descending slope 
from the coffer dam, when it will be level with low water. It is not to ex-
tend around the stairs and the stone piers that shelter them. But the brush-
wall around the piers is not to be entirely removed ; at least three feet of its 
height must be left at the bottom to prevent undermining, and the frame 
should be sawed off to that height. But that should be one of the last ope-
rations, as it would be convenient to retain the frame as a wharf after the 
brush was removed from it. The brushwork at the bottom of the tempo-
rary breakwater, that in the platforrn occupying the space between that and 
the brush-wall, and that in the brush-wall, are believed to be the most effec-
tual means of preserving the site permanently that could be provided. 
Tl e examination of the bottom at Flynn's knoll, which was completed 
on the 1 Rth ultimo, showed that the sand was coarser, more compact, and 
less intermixed with mud at the surface and near it, than it was lower down. 
'"J.lhe examination was carried to the depth of 27 feet below the surface of 
the sand, with the aid of an iron pipe of 8 inches interior diameter, which 
gradually settled as the sand was excavated from within by means of acyl-
indrical bucket, with a valve at the bottom. Every bucket-full raised, ex-
cept the first, which contained the surface crust, indicated the dissemination 
of mnd through the sand, though not to such a degree as to authorize the 
impression that a stratum exclusively of mud had: in any instance, been 
passed through. Nor was the appearance different from what is usual in 
the formation of shoals of sand in positions contiguous to a mud bottom, 
uch as that in the vicinity of Flynn's knoll is represented to be. 
Respectfully sn bmitted. 
General C. GRATIOT, 
JOHN L. SMITH, 
Major Corps of Engineers. 
Chief Engineer, o/c., Washington, D. C. 
D. 
Protection and improvement of L1:ttle Egg Harbor. 
GovERNoR's IsLAND, N. Y., 
October 31, 1838. 
SIR: This communication has been delayed until an answer should be 
received to a letter requiring the superintendent of the work to report its 
[ 1] 
condition. The letter, although sent in time, \Yas not received by him until 
three days ago, and the answer arrived to-day. It furnishes a very unfavora. 
ble view of the state of the work, as regards the progress made in the fulfil-
ment of the contract for executing it that was entered into on the 22d of 
August last, but attributes the backwardness of the work, for the most part, 
to interruptions that could not be guarded against by the contractors. 
These interruptions are severely felt by the contractor and his partner, who 
hire their men by the month, and have to pay them and feed them whether 
they work or not. My own observation had apprized me of the difficulties 
they had encountered from the prevalence of bad weather, almost without 
intermission. The account I had received of the disastrous effects of the 
gale of the 12th of last month, induced me to visit Egg Harbor at the close 
of the month ; and while I was at Tucker's islan{j, another gale came on, 
and continued during five successive days with great violence, though far 
Jess so, as I was informed, than that referred to as having occurred on the 
12th of the month. This I could readily perceive by the comparative effects 
of the two. 
On my arrival, I was told the beach had recovered in some degree from 
the effects of the first gale, and yet I could perceive that it had been washed 
away very much since my previous visit, which happened only three weeks 
before the occurrence of that gale. Nearly 100 feet of the beach had been 
washed a way in that short interval ; the southern breakwater had been en-
tirely destroyed, and! the two next north of it had been rendered almost irre-
parable, besides other injuries of minor importance. All this, I was told, 
had been cansed by the gale of the 12th ultimo. This gale, although its 
greatest violence was on the 12th, had continued with great violence for 
five or six days. The gale that happened while I was on Tucker's island 
commenced on the evening of the 24th, and continued without intermission 
until the evening of the 29th ultimo. Much damage had been done by it, 
but it was trifling in comparison with what had heen done by the previous 
gale. 
The contract concluded on the 22d of August last, provided for the 
building of a bulkhead of brush work at the seaward extremity of each of 
the breakwaters, and the repairing of the other end next the island, by 
filling the upper parts that had become vacant by the settling of the brush ; 
and also for building six or seven thousand feet of brush fence of a large 
size, and one or two thousand feet of a small size. The breakwaters had 
suffered more injury at the head next to the sea than in the other parts, 
and the bulkheads proposed were to be of larger dimensions, and of greater 
strength than the other parts, that they might the better resist the liability 
to injury, that appeared to appertain to the position they were to occupy. 
'l'he large fence was to occupy the wide gaps on the beach, which were over-
flowed in gales, and sometimes in very high tides. It was to consist of stakes 
three inches thick, and 12 feet long, to be driven six feet into the ground, 
in three rows, 2! feet apart, and the stakes in each row 15 inches apart; the 
lower part, to the height of 18 inches from the ground, to be built up as a 
brush wall, the brush being placed diagonally in layers 5 or 6 inches thick, 
crossing each other successively at right angles, and projecting 18 inches 
beyond each exterior row of stakes, so as to make the thickness of the wall 
eight feet, and the remaining 4! feet of the height to be finished with 
brush wattling of each row. The brush wall at the base of the fence was 
to prevent undermining, and the arrangement at the upper part, of intervals 
- - -~--~ --
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between the three wattled fences, was to facilitate the collection of drifting 
sand. The small fence was to close smaller gaps. It was to be the satne 
as the fences that have been built last year, viz: It was to have two rows 
of stakes, two feet apart, and the stakes of each row a foot apart to be driven 
three feet into the ground, and to have the remaining three feet of their 
length, which would be their height above the ground, wattled with brush. 
'rhe work was to be finished by the lOth of this month. If finished be-
fore that time, five dollars a day was to be paid the contractor for the time 
anticipated, and five dollars was to be deducted for each day the completion 
was delayed beyond that time; but it would be competent to the agent of 
the United States to remit the whole or any part of the penalty if it should 
appear the contractor had made due exertions to fulfil his engagements, 
and had been prevented by causes that could not be guarded against. 
When I was at Tucker's island, at the close of last month, the stakes for 
about 1,500 feet of the large fence had been driven, and the laying of the 
brush wall for the base and the wattling for the top had been commenced. 
An extensive supply of materials had also been collected. 
It appears by the report received to-day, that very little progress has been 
made in the work since that time, in consequence of the general prevalence 
of bad weather. In the main gap the stakes have been driven for 2,500 
feet of the large fence, about 2,200 feet of the brush base has been laid in 
it, and about 1,200 feet of the wattling finished. The stakes for 200 feet 
of large fence have also been driven in the gap at Tucker's cove, and stakes 
for about 800 feet have been driven in two gaps south of it. 
The sand in 'l'ucker's cove was so hard that the ram used for driving 
the stakes, of the weight of 160 pounds, would sometimes rebound at the , 
first blow. The consequence of this unexpected difficulty was, that the 
two pile engines used for driving, were broken, although they had proved. 
to be strong enough fDi" the strain they had to bear in driving the stakes of 
the main gap, to which their strength had been adapted, as being the greatest 
they would have to encounter. 'l'he work was delayed until an engine of 
suitable strength was built. The engines used for driving the stakes of the 
large fence have each of them three rams, arranged in a frame at distances 
corresponding to the intervals between the rows of stakes; with the aid of 
a pair of common wagon wheels, having an axle of sufficient length to allow 
their track to be outside of the exterior rows of stakes, upon which the 
frame is placed, they are moved with great facility. At the main gap, 500 
stakes havs been driven in a day, by one of these engines; but at Tucker's 
cove, not more than one-fourth of that number could be driven in a day. 
The beach is represented to have improved continually since the gales 
of last month ; the gain has been greatest on the north side of the northern 
breakwater. A bank of sand, extending towards the 3ea, is forming there, 
and already has a breadth of thirty feet that can be seen at ordinary high 
water, although there was no trace of it a month ago. A similar bank is 
forming at the southern extremity of the beach. 
The contractor and his partner are men that can be depended on; and, 
although they will probably lose by the contract, they will do the work as 
soon as they can. They will, doubtless, finish it by the end of next 
month, and earlier if the weather shall be favorable. 
I omitted to state that where the brush base has been laid in the fence, 
at the main gap, sand has collected at the inner side to the height of a foot, 
with a base of the width of thirty to forty feet. 
I 
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New inlet is said to be practicable for vessels drawing twelve or fourteen 
feet, and the anchorage behind Tucker's island, to which it leads, is well 
sheltered. It is the only harbor between Gape May and Sandy Hook that 
can be entered with a draught of ten feet. It is, therefore, the only reli-
ance, as a harbor of refuge for vessels of that class, when overtaken by 
storms or head winds between those points. At the mouth of the inletr 
there are three channels by which it may be entered. They are said to be 
easily entered in the day time uy those accust01 ed to the navigation, but 
cannot be approached at night, without great risk, by even the most experi-
enced pilots, in consequence of the distance from the shore to which the 
breakers in the neighbClrhood extend, the general lowness nnd uniformity 
of the appearance of the shore ; and therefore the want of conspicuous 
objects by which the localty may be distinguished. 
For these reasons, those who frequent the harbor are desirous of having 
a light-house established there, believing it would be such a guide to the 
approach, as well to the entrance to the harbor, as to render both safe in the 
night time. 
All those interested in the matter, with whom I have conversed, seem 
to agree that the Point of Sods, as it is called, at the southern extremity of 
Tucker's island, would be an eligible position for such a light-house as· 
would be required. 
A light-house for that position, with the foundation secnred by piles, the 
base built of concrete to the height of ten feet above high water, and the 
superstructure of wood, forty or fifty feet higher, might be built for $15,000. 
Respectfully submitted. 
General C. GRATIOT, (}hief Engineer, 
JOHN L. SMITH, 
Major Corps of E nl(ineers. 
City of Washington. 
E. 
Improvements at Core sound and New river j Pamlico Ti1:er and Cape 
F'ear river. 
W ILMING1'0N, October 20, 1838r 
SIR: The amount appropriated in Jnly, for improving the navigation 
of Core sound and New river, was $25,000 ; but of this only $12,500 was 
to be available during this year. This sum was not more than sufficient 
to pay the amount due for the construction and equipment of the two 
dredging boats, and therefore it became impossible to commence operating 
during the present year. In January, the balance of the appropriation will 
become available, and then the boats which are no v lying at Washington, 
North Carolina, will be moved to Core sound, and set at work. 
'I 'he improvement of Core sound is certainly a work of much impor-
tance, but I doubt whether the objects to be attained by the improvement 
of New river are of sufficient importance to warrant the expenditure of 
the sum which this improvement will require. I therefore recommend that 
the dredging boats be employed in Core sound until the completion of the 
excavation there, when, if it be deemed advisable, they may commence 
operations in New river. 
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To keep the dredging boats at work till June, 1840, will require about 
$35,000. Of this sum about $10,000 will be available in January, so that 
the amount which it will be necessary to appropriate during the ensuing 
session of Congress is $25,000. 
Pamlico river.-'"rhe commencement of the excavation through the sand 
shoal below the town of Washington, was postponed until after the sickly 
season. One of the Core sound boats is now at work there, and in three 
or four months will complete the dredging required. · A cut about fifty 
yards wide was made through this shoal in 1836, and already the amount 
that has been saved in lighterage in consequence of this excavation, ex-
ceeds the cost of the excavation. There is every reason to suppose that it 
will prove permanent, as soundings taken by me a few weeks since corres-
pond almost exactly with soundings taken in December, 1836. 
'J'he Cape Fear.-The operations for this year have been confined 
almost entirely to completing the dike across the western channel of the 
river. This dike is about 800 yards long, and is now completed, with the 
exception of placing some stone, '"'hich as yet I have not been able to pro-
cure. The execution of the plan for continuing the operations on this 
river, which was recommended in my report of last year, has nut yet been. 
commenced, on account of the want of funds; but as soon as information 
was received of the passage of the appropriation bill, advertisements for 
stone and piles were published, and I have since been able to conclude 
contracts for them on terms more favorable than those assumed in my 
estimate. The stone will be procured from the banks of the Cape Fear, 
a few miles above Wilmington. Below I annex an estimate of the sum that 
will be required during the next year. 
5,200 running feet of piling, at $4 per foot 
8,200 perches of rubble stone, at $2 50 per perch 
1,100 blocks of large stone, at $5 per block -
4,600 feet of jctteing to be refitted, at 50 cts. per foot 
Repairs of boats and casualties, say - -
Deduct amount on hand -
Amount required for next year 










ALEX. J. SWIFT, 
General C GRATIOT, Chief Engineer. 
Capt. U. S. Engineers. 
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F. 
Mississippi Improvement. 
NEw BRIGHTON, ST. IsLAND, 
November 15, 1838. 
SIR: In compliance with the general regulations of the Engineer De-
partment, I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations 
-confided to my superintendence, for " Increasing the depth of water at the 
mouth of the Mississippi river," during the year ending the 30th September 
last. 
'Vhen l entered upon this duty in the spring of 1837, the Engineer De-
partment had decided upon trying the effect of dredgin~ the bars, as pro-
mising the most speedy result, if efficacious; involving the least expendi-
ture; and, at the same, time giving an opportunity to the engineer to study 
the character of the obstrnction he had to encounter, with a view to there 
being devised a plan of improvement more permanent, if practicable. 
·At the date of the last report, nothing further had been done, towards this 
improvement, than to commence the construction of the machinery for 
dredging. For this purpose, instead of resorting to dredges of the usual 
construction, the exposed position of the scene of operations rendered it ne-
cessary to place the dredging machinery upon a large and substantial 
steamboat, with sufficient power to make her safe and manageable. It was 
found, on examination, that the power necessary for the boat was vastly 
greater than that required for propelling an ordinary dredging apparatus. 
The alternative was presented of applying the ordinary dredge, or to attempt, 
as far as 1 knew, the untried experiment of adapting the capacity of the 
dredge to the great power of the engine. We had an engine capable of 
raising eight hundred yards per hour, and the ordinary dredge, from the 
size of the buckets, with the m~ximum velocity allowable, could only raise 
two hundred per hour. The experiment was too vitally important to the 
success of }be improvement not to be attempted. I therefore determined to 
enlarge the buckets, as the only means of accomplishing it; for to diminish 
the distance between them would be inefficient, and an increase of velocity 
dangerous to the machinery. The buckets were made to cut five feet wide, 
the capacity of each is twenty-seven feet three inches, and the interval, 
from bucket to bucket is eight feet. These elements, with a velocity of 
forty-eight feet per minute, gives three hundred and sixty yards per hour 
for each, or seven hundred and twenty for the two dredges attached to 
the same bout ; that is, one on each side. The arranging of this machinery, 
as every step was, in a measure, treading on new ground, consumed more 
time than was anticipated, and it was not until late in December that one 
side was ready for trial, and then the ice was running in the Delaware. 
The alternative was presented of allowing the dredge-boat to remain in the 
Delaware until spring, or send her, untried, to the month of the Mississippi. 
I very unfortunatP-ly decided upon the latter-! say unfortunately, for had 
she remained in the Delaware until she had been fully tried, any defective 
point might have been corrected in a short time compared with what was 
required for the same work at the mouth of the Mississippi. The dredge 
sailed from Philadelphia on the 7th January, and arrived at the Balise on 
the 7th March; but it was not until the Gth May ~he was ready to be 
pJaced upon the bar for trial. 
--~ 
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'l'he first experiment resulted in breaking both chains, on her starboard 
side, very soon after she commenced working. 
The chains to which t[Ie buckets are attached are constructed similar to 
the chain of a watch, the links beiug alternately of one and two pieces, cou-
nectcu with rivets, and flexible in one place only. 
In the smaller dredges it has been a common practice to make the centre 
link of cast iron; and the facility of constructing it of this material, and the 
diminished wear of the pins and holes, determined me to use this metal, 
contrary to the advice of the machinists, Messrs. Levi Morris & Co., of 
Phi lade! phia. 
I believed snell a section might be given to it as would insure its stand-
ing, nnd, before deciding upou the dimensions, an experimental section of 
the chain was submitted to a strain of twenty-five tons, by means of an 
hydraulic pre3s, used for proving chain cables. 
As I remarked, the first experiment broke the chains; and the short time 
we operated convinced me that cast iron was unsuitable. J immE~diately, 
therefore, despatched an order for a new set of chains, to be made all of 
wronght iron. From some cause, unknown to me, the order did not reach 
the New Orleans post office ; a duplicate was sent as soon as that fact was 
a~certained, but by this accident about one month was lost in getting the 
chains forwarded. 
The broken chains were rep;:tired by substituting spare links, which we . 
had provided, and she continued to work occasionally, until our supply was 
exhausted; but she never operated long enough at one time to enable me 
to form an opiniou, from actual experiment, of the degree of benefit that 
will be conferred upon the navigation by dredging. 
Oa the 28th July, chain enough for one side was shipped from Philadel-
phia by the Ella Hand. This vessel was wrecl~ed on the Buhama banks, 
and consequently this part of the chain may be considered as lost. Enough 
for one side only was not received until late in September. 
Upon this subject I have to remark, that, uotwithstanding the disappoint· 
ments I have met with in the dredge, I have, as yet, observed nothing in 
her operation to shake my confidence in her ability to do all that I oricrin-
ally estimated her capable of doing. 
0 
The principal r.rror committed, judging from present experience, is in 
the size of the hull o the steamboat; she is found to be quite too small for 
the machjnery; slw should have had from 6 to S feet more beam, and from 
30 to 40 feet more length, for the convenient arrangement of all her ma-
chinery and accommodations. 
The same circumstances that rendered a staunch steamboat necessary 
for the dredge: are equally imperative in requiring something large, strong, 
and seaworthy, for receiving the mud raised by her. Instead of building 
the usnal scows or flats, with trap bottoms, I hove had constructed vessels 
of 120 tons hnrdeu, of the form usually given to sea -going vessels, except 
that they have sharp sterns. They are constructed with two keels nnd 
kclsons, for 40 feet, midships, and an elongated hopper of lOOt yards 
capacity occupies the centre, to rPceive the mud, nnd by five trap doors 
discharge" it at the bottom through apertures twenty inches wide, crossed 
onlsr by nine floor timbers, which \VP-re indispensable to give connexion to 
the double keels and kelsons. 
Four vessels of this description have been constructed in a most substan-
tial mnnner; they are coppcrcd one foot above Jight wutei mark1 and cop· 
15 
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per fastened. For the purpose of sailing them out, they were schooner 
rigged. Two sailed from Philadelphia in November last, and were em-
ployed upon the survey until the middle of August. 'l'wo others were left 
unfinished last winter, and remained on the stocks until June, when they 
were completed, and sailed for the Balize the last of that month. They 
arrived early in August, and, with the first two, were then dismasted, as it 
was found more advantageous to use them as barges than to attempt to use 
them with sails when operating with the dredge. 
In addition to the steam cl rcdge-boat Balize, the four mud barges, called 
the Beaver, Otter, Fox, and Lynx, a steam towboat for general attendance 
on tbe operations, and for towing the barges to the place of diseharge and 
back to the dredge, was indispensable. For this purpose, a low pressure 
steamboat was pnrchased and extensively repaired, and put in operation 
late in June. She is called the Seal, and with her the dredging establish· 
ment may be eonsidered as complete; and had the chains for the dredge 
arrived in season, I would have had some results to communicate, more 
interesting than the bare recital of the preparations. 
The successful application of a dredge on so large a scale, nnd at a point 
so remote from any depot for supplying machinery, is accompanied by 
difficulties and delay that do not appear, and are not appreciated by au 
observer looking only for results. New Orleans cannot be looked to 
as a place for supplying any deficiency in machinery. The machine-shops 
there with difficulty supply the ordinary demands o[ steamboats upon them; 
and when, in August, I wished to get a small order executed in a short 
time, and without regard to cost, they all stated it was impracticable for 
them to execute this order in less than three months; and that even with 
that time allowed, they \Vould not come under any legal obligation to fulfil 
it, as they could make no certain calculation on keeping the necessary 
workmen. I therefore sent the order to Philadelphia, where I had the 
work done and shipped in three weeks from the receipt of it. 
The great iuterest felt by t.he commercial community for the success of 
this improvement, induced the honorable Secretary of \Var, in November 
last, to refer the matter to a special board of engineers, with instructions to 
"determine the best method of deepening the entrance of the Mississippi 
river ;" and. I was directed, by the Chief Engineer, to "report to Colonel 
Totten for instructions, as to the nature, extent, and details of the exam-
ination to be made at the month of the Mississippi, and to lay before the 
board the result of such examinat~ons at as early a period as practicable." 
By appointment, I met Colonel Totten in the city of New York, on the 
11th of November, and received from him the following memoranda: 
" 1. rrhat there should be exact surveys made of all the branches of the 
river, from the point of divergence down to the mouth, including the entire 
shoal at the mouth, out to--- fathoms at least. 
"The latitude at one 0f the mouths should be fixed with the utmost 
possible precision; and a great triangulation should connect the other 
mouths therewith, so that the actual latitudes and relative longitudes may 
be accurately known. 
"2. The actual slopes of the surface of the river, from the point of di-
vergence down to the mouths, at the time of freshets, and at other times, 
should be ascertained. 
"3. The velocities of the river, from the same point far out into the 
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gulf, should be got by actual measurement near the bottom and at mid 
depth, as well as at the surface. 
" 4. Many observations should be made to ascertain the force and direc-
tion of the littoral current, if there be one, and to what extent and in what 
direction it transports, under various circumstances of wind, &c., the mat-
ter derived from the river waters. 
'" 5. The quantities of matter helJ in suspension by the water at different 
seasons of the year, should be determined at many points in the river be-
low the point of divergence, and for many leagues out into the gulf; each 
set of observations being made in different places, as nearly as possible at 
the same time. 
'' 6. Such observations shoulJ be made as will indicate whether there 
has been any change in the bottom or the shores during the progress of 
the operations, and research should be gone into to determine, if practica~ 
ble, the changes that have been wrought in the lapse of years. It will be 
quite important to ascertain whether variations in the depth of the shoals 
at the mouths are owing 1o changes in the bottom or in the level of the 
surface, or in both. 
"7. The specific gravities of the fluids taken at different depths, and in 
many places within, upon, and without the shoals at the mouths, should be 
determined. 
" R In fine, no observation that can be made to bear on the various sug~ 
gestecl, or possible modes of improving the navigation of this portion of the 
Mississippi should be omitted : all such as are not specified, may be left 
to the ingenuity and jwJgment of Captain Talcott. 
"':J.1hese suggestions, together with such as Colonel Thayer may add, 
should be transmitted by Captain Talcott, for the approval of the Engineer 
Department; Ofl receiving which he can proceed to the Bxecntion thereof. 
He should attain any additional instructions that Captain Chase may de. 
sire to give, at the earliest opportunity." • 
The foregoing memoranda 'vas submitted to Colonel Thayer at Boston, 
and approved by him; and to Major Chase, who directed the survey to be 
extended so as to P-mbrace the proposed line of a ship canal, as indicated 
by Major Bresson and himself. To this line I was required to direct my 
attention, so as to obtain a minute knowledge of the advantages and dis-
advantages attendant on the construction of a canal, of the dimensions 
proposed by Major Chase, in his report of lOth Febrnary, 1837. 
On the 27th November I received from the Engineer Department notice 
that the survey of the Mississippi, as contemplated in the instructions of 
Colonels Totten and Thayer, had been sanctioned by the honorable Sec-
retary of 'Var, and directing me to proceed with it without further delay. 
Under this order I proceeded to organize two brigades for the survey 
and observations on the currents, &c., and a sub-brigade for the astronom-
ical observations required to be made. 
To the surveying corps I assigned the two schooners, Beaver and Otter, 
that had been finished at Philadelphia, and were ready to be sent out. 
The necessary instruments, boats, &c., were procured as speedily as pos-
sible. 
These parties, as organized, continued upon field duty until the 20th 
June, when their field labors were closed, and they were ordered to New 
York, for the purpose of preparing maps and reports of their surveys and 
observations. 
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When the brigades closed their field duties, I organized a sub-b.rigade7 
out of such members as volunteered to remain on field duty, for the pur~ 
pose of extending the survey so as to embrace the line of the canal, as 
directed by Major Chase, and also to reexamine the bar of the northeast 
pass. 'fhis sub-brigade continued their field duties until the middle of 
August, when it had most satisfactorily completed them. The members 
thereof were then directed to proceed to New York, to prepare maps, &c. 
of their survey. 
'To the reports of the principal assistants ebarged with the survey and 
observations, marked A, n, C, D, I refer for more minute information in 
relation to this sn bject. 
At this period (15th August) r assigned the general superintendence of 
the dredge, and all the operations connected therewith, to Captain H. Hale, 
an energetic man and a thorough bred seaman, whom I had appointed 
inspector, and then proceeded to New York, to enter upon duties there 
arising out of the survey. 
That part of Colonel 'rotten's instructions which requires that "research 
should be gone into to determine, if practicable, the changes that have been 
wrought in the lapse of years," was assigned to one of the principal assist~ 
ants, Colonel George E. Chnse, whose interesting report, containing much 
valuable information, was received in J nne, and a supplementary one, con-
taining some additional information subsequently collected, was received 
in July. And I hope some further light may yet be thrown on this sub-
ject, by a collection of manuscript mnps and charts, lately discovered in 
Paris by Colonel Wbite, who has very politely offered me the perusal of 
them. 
To the special Board of Engineers, as soon as practicable, I shall sub. 
mit the result of the survey and observations, made under the direction of 
the president and members thereof; but at this time it is impossible to say 
when the office work of the two principal brigades will be completed. 
All of which is respectfully submitted by your obedient servant, 
A. 'rALCOTT, 
Agent of the Engineer Department. 
l\injor vVl\1. H. CHASE, 
Chief Engineer Mississippi Improvement. 
G. 
MEMPHis, October 9, 1838. 
SIR: In obedience to your instructions, I have examined the works 
designed for tbe jmprovement of the Ohio and .ft1ississippi rivers, and 
have the honor to submit the following report: 
The Mississippi, nt the time of my examination in Angust, was low; 
since that period, the water has continued to decline, until it h~ nearly 
reached, if not qnite, the lowest point to which it ever falls, leaving ex· 
posed snags not visible nt higher stages, and increasing the danger of 
navigating at this season. 'rhree boats have been snagged within the last 
two weeks at the same place in the river. Since the loss of these boats, two 
snag-boats have passed this place, and no doubt have removed many snags 
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which the unusual low water has enabled them to di~cover, that had hitherto 
eluded their search. · . 
From the early period at which they comt;}"Ienced their operation, aud 
the favorable stage of the water for prosecuting them, the best results may 
be anticipated from this year's work. 
Nothing nppears to have been done on the Ohio since my last ]nspection. 
. The dam at Cumberland island has given way abmtt the middle of the 
stream; and a very large portion of the ·water passes off throngh the breach. 
'l'his bar changes its shape and~ position so frequent~y as to cause uncer-
tainty aud difficnlty in the navigation. It cannot be doubted, however, 
that the channel will become m01:e permanent and deeper when the darn 
shall have been repaired, and all the water concentrated east of the island. 
The bar at the Sister islands has also chnnged, though not much to the 
prejudice of the navigation. rrhe dam at this place remains in better 
condition than at any other on the river, owing to the accumulation of sand 
and gravel around it. 1'hree Mile island dam is badly broken ; at the 
time of my inspection steamboat:3 passed through the breach, and with 
much ditficnlty were able to make their way over the bars formed below 
the ex!remity of tho dam. The navigation at this point is worse than at 
the time of any previons inspection. 
'I'he dam at Seu:ffletown has not sustained much injury, and the chan-
nel is deeper than at 'l.,hree Mile island. French island dam is broken ; 
and at the time of my visit, boats passed np through the breach there 
being more water through than around the dam. 'l'he bar at the lower 
end of this work is shifting constantly, causing great uilcertninty iu the 
navigation. In its present condition, it answers bnt imperfectly the pur-
pose for which it was constrncted. '"rhe same remark will apply with 
equal force to 'l1hrce Milo aud Cumberland islands. Pnless the wing 
dams are kept in repair, they do not cnnceutratc the water as they were 
designed to do, and become a detriment rather than a benefit to the navi-
gation. 
rl'he system of improvement commenced on the Ohio must be carried 
into fnll cffeet, or what has been done will be of little service. 'l'herc 
are several bars which have not yet been worked upon, that have as little 
water as those which have been improved. 'rhe giving way of the dams 
above referred to should not be reo-arded as militating- in the smallest de-
gree against the utility of dnms g~nerally, or the nltimate success of the 
system. In most cases, there is reason to believe the dams have b.een re-
moved to effect the pnsmge of boats. If properly constructed, and suffered 
to remain until the accnnmlation of sand and gravel shall have strength-
ened them, and prevented the transpiration of water, they must l.Jc higilly 
• beneficial to the nnvigntion. 
I am, sir, very respecfully, your obedient -servant, 
'ro Gen. Cn.-\RLRs GRATIOT, 
Chief Eng1'neer. 
A. H. BOWMAN. 
Captain of Eng:neers. 
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H. 
Second annual report of t!te improvement of the navigation of t!te 
Cumbel'land 1·iver, Kentucky, and Tennessee above Nashville, fr<>rn 
October I, 1837, to August 31, 1838. 
The public improvement of the navigation of the Cumberland river 
above Nashville was continued under the immediate command of Captain 
rr. JH. Hale, with 50 laborers, from October 1 to November 20, 1837, com-
mencing at Walton's ferry and ending at Flinn's creek. They felled and 
cnt np 5,326 trees, 311 logs, and removed 37 snags, when the laborers 
were paid off ut Carthage, Tenn. 
rrhe machine snag-boat No. 1 commenced at Nashville, October 10, and 
w-orked up to November 30, 1837. She removed 3:21 snags, and cut up (on 
the shore and sand bars) 6 L2 logs. The work was then suspended for the 
season. 
On the 14th 1\lay, 1838, the United States stearr~er Laurel left Louisville, 
with stores and machinery for a new :mag-boat then building at the mouth 
of Rock Castle river, in Kentucky, and arrived at Stigall's ferry, near 
Smith's shoals, on 30th May, having been detained at Nashville for water. 
She towed the machine snag-boat No. 1, with her qnarter-boat, and keel, 
and stores, from Nashville to Carthage, and the keel-boat to Stigall's ferry. 
Left n 31st l\'Iay, and removed 102 snags, and cut 406 trees, near Car-
tha~;e, whtm she was laid up for repairs, having worJ~ed all winter at Red 
river raft. 
1 1he machine snag-boat No. 1 commenced work on the 23d June, at 
Carthage, and finished Angust 31. She removed \vithin that time 427 
~mags, and lost 30 days with a broken shaft. The number of trees cut on 
shore a11d sand bars, not reported. She is now laid up at Sanders's island, 
:30 miles above Irashville, and quarter-boat and latorers transferred to the 
imrrovement below. 
'ebe machine snng-boat 1'\o. 2, built at the mouth of Rock Castle riYer, 
and fitted out at Stigall's ferry, commenced at Srnith:s shoals, on the 4th 
July, and from that time to August 31 took np from the channel way 349 
..,nags, and cnt 124 logs, on shore and sand bars. She is now laicl up at 
)arthage, the water being too low to work to advantnge. 
A company of mPn, under the command of \V. rl1 • Heath, commenced at 
Smith's shoals on the 4th July, and finished 31st August, and worked from 
~'aid shoals to Nashville, having felled and cut up 9,784 trees, belted 1,177, 
cut np 1,413 log-s, and retuoved 37 snags; also a number of dangerous 
rocks. This company was transferred to the improvement below, on the 
1st September, 1838. 
The improvement above Nashville was necessarily suspended for want 
of water, aud the large size of our quarter-Loats and snag-boats, but more 
particularly Qll account of the unusual low stage of all water courses. 
I bnve made arrangements to commence this work early in the spring, by 
towing the two machine-boats np to the shoals and over if necessary, and 
commence on the lst April,· although we must lose some time by freshet"' , 
in April, May, and June, but I hope not equal to the time lost in forcing 
our boats over the bars. 
Herewith you have an estimate for continuing the 'vork for 1839; and I 
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believe it will make all that is necessary unless the department concludes 
to construct embankments similar to those below Nashville. 
Below I hand yon a statement of tbe trees felled, snags removed, aud 
logs cut up from October 1, 1837, to Angust 31, 1838. 
l am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. McKNIGHT, 
~uperi1ztendent. 
Statement of trees felled, snags 'removed, and logs cut, from October 1, 
1837, to August 31, 1838. 
Treescul. Belted. Snags. Logs. 
----------------·---- ---- --- --- --
1837. Laborers under Captain Hale - 5,326' 37 311 
Snag-boat No. 1. - - - - - 321 612 
1838. Steam snag-boat - - - 406 - 102 
Snag-boat rTo. 1. - - - - - 427 
Snag-boat No. 2. - - - - - 349 124 
Laborers under "\V. T. Heath - 9,784 1,177 37" 1,413 
------- -----
rroral - - 15:516 1,177 1,273 2,460 
General estimute of f11:nds necessary to continue the improvement of the 
navigation of tlw Cwrtberland river above Nashville, for tlze year 1839. 
1. For removing snags, logs, &c., from and near the 
channel way from the mouth of Laurel river to Nash-
ville -
2. For felling trees, belting and cutting up· trees) logs, 
&c., in and near the channel way, deep bends, points, 
&c., fromthemouth of tbe Laurel river to Nashville -
3. For removing nine fish-traps from the South Fork 
to Carthage, rrenn., and placing the rock on each side 
of the channel-way, at $500 each 
4. For removillg rock from the channel-way above Lilly's 
islaud, and depositing same iu the right hand island 
chute -
5. For removing rock at Caumus shoal and depositing 
sume on ear,b side of the channel way 
6. For removing rock at \Vild Goose shoals 
7. For removing Blidsoe's rock -
8. For removing rocks at Blaxkinslufs bar 
9. For removing rocks below Wells's island 
10. For removin;.; rocks at Kittle creek shoals 
11. For removing· Carson's rocks, and depositing same in 
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ESTIMATE-Continued. 
12. For 668 yards embankment at Simpson's island 
13. For removing- rocks from above and below Shepherds-
ville bar or shoals - - - - -
14. For removing rock at Sand and Rock sho~l ls -
15. For removing rock at Buck's and Beasly's shoals 
16. For removing Hanging rock, and depositing same at 
the head of the island - - - -
17. I·i'or removing rock at Flisking's anu Dixon's creek 
island - - - - - -
18. For removing \Vhitly's rocks, 
19. For removing rock at Double islands, and from there 
to Nashville 
20. rro amount due 100 laborers for 18 days, at $ 20 per 
month $1,200 00 
21. To amount dne 1 steam engineer and 
8laborers, from .l\lay 14 to August 31, 
1838 - 728 00 
Balance in hands of agent 
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NASHVILLE, October 10, 1838. 
W. :McKNIGHT, Superintendent. 
I. 
Si.rcth annual report of the imp1·ovement of the navi[.[at ion of tlte Cumber-
land river, below Nashville, for 1838. 
The improvement of the Cumberland river, in Kentucky and Tcn-
nessef', below Nash ville, was commenced on the 1st September, by trans-
ferring 100 hundred laborers, with quarter boats, tooli, &c., which have 
been employed at the Harpeth shoals, in preparing rock to complete the 
embankment, also excavatmg rock from the channel way. The unusual 
low water has enabled ns to remove from the bottom of the river a great 
number of r1angerous rocks, beginning at the head of Harpeth isbnd; ancl 
ending at Davis's ripple, a distance of sixtee11 miles. 'fhe operations of this 
season will do more general good than those of any previous year. The 
laborers will be continued at the same work until the river rises ; then they 
will be employed in boating rock that is already prepared. 
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. 1\IcKNIGHT, SuperintendeHt, l}•c. 
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General estinu:tte of funds necessary to continue tlze improvements of the 
1w1;igation of the Cumberland river, below Nashville, for· the summer 
and fall of 1S39. 
1. For a wing dam at Nashville island - - -
2. For securing and making permanent the embankments at 
Harpeth island 
3. For a wing dam at Sycamore creek 
4. For removing a ledge of rocks below the mouth ofHarpeth 
river, and 300 yards embankment at the same place 
5. For completing the embankments at Davis's ripple 
6. For a wing dam at Palmyra island 
7. For repairing and extending the embankments at Davis's 
island and shoals below 
8. For removing the obstructions at the Devil's chute, Ken-
tucky 
9. For improviug Shelby's island and bar below 
10. For improving Ingram's shoals -
11. For removing the obstructions at Martin's, \Vild Cat, 
Wells's island shoals, McNabb's bar, Big and Little 
Horse fords, and a reef of rocks below Camp Rowdy -
I )educt appropriation for 1838 


















ST. Louts, October 24, 1838. 
SrR: I have the htmor to hand yon the following report of the operations 
for, 1, " The improvem ent of the JJ1ississippi 1·iver above the mo7lth of 
the Ohio, and for the Jliissonri river j'' and 2, "The erection of a 71ier in 
, the lYlississippi river near St. Louis," for the year ending on the 30th of 
September, 1838 ; together with a project for the prosecution of the works 
during the year 1839. 
I. l\11SSISSIPPI RIVER ABOVE THE MOUTH OF THE OHIO. 
Progress of the work.-Prepnrations were made early in the spring for 
cnmmeucing the pln.n of improvements adopted by the department in 
January last. Towards the end of May, the boats that had been procured 
on the Ohio, with such snpplies of men, materials, and provisions as were 
needed, arrived at the Des Moines rapids. The river was then about five 
feet a.bo1re low w.a,ter, and thoug:h falling, it did not reach a ~tnge low 
enough to admit of commencing operations before the last of July. In 
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anticipation of this event, preparations were made to augm~nt the force 
and place the boats in position, when a sudden and rapid rise took place 
of upwards of six feet above low water, and it was not before the 20th of 
September that we were enabled to get to work. The abject being to 
improve the channel through the Lower C!tain first, we commenced by 
cutting off the middle point on the w0st side of the Illinois chute, (marked 
A B on the map of the survey of 1837,) which had hardly been accom-
plished when operations were suspended by cold weather on the lOth of 
October. The whole quantity of rock l'f')moved from the channel was 408 
perches, or at the rate of 20 perches per day. The process of blasting can 
be carried on witbont difficulty, when the rock is not covered by more than 
5 feet of water; but the effect of the blast is merely to split and lift the rock 
from its bed, and to raise it men are constantly required in the water to pry 
it up and attach it to the grapples. Unless it is removed, the effect of the 
second conrse of blasts is much dimini:::;hed, and the current of sand con-
stantly drifting over the bed of the river soon fills up the crevices, and ren-
ders reblasting necesE"ary. N:o advantage, then, is gained when the removal 
of the stone cannot keep pace with the blasting, which cannot be ~one 
when the water is too high or too cold to admit of men working in it. 
Finding this impracticable, from the latter cause, the main body of the 
force was discharged on the lOth, and a select gang retained till the 20th 
inst., in hopes of continuing operations on a smaller scale. Nothing, how-
ever, could be accomplished. The water became too cold for the men to 
bear it. On the night of the 16th, ice formed nquarter of an inch thick, and 
on the 17th, it snowed all day. \Ve were, therefore, very reluctantly obliged 
to bring all operations to a close, which was the more to be regretted, as 
the river was fast approaching its lowest stage, and the season had been so 
unfavorable as not to have afforded us more than twenty ~working days. 
The bed of the river at the point operated on, is composed of a stratum ot 
blue limestone, varying in thickness from 15 to 24 inches, the surface of 
which is covered with an irregular stratum of flint, from one to two inches 
thick. This rests on a bed of calcareons slate or decayed limestone, from 
two to two and a half feet deep, beneath which there is a second stratum of 
limestone. By removing the first or upper stratum, the calcareous stone is 
exposed to the nbradillg action of tile current: aud the channel deepened from 
three to ft)tH feet. Should a similar formation extend tb roughout the rap-
ids, which, however, cannot be calculated on, the amount of labor will be 
much diminished. Ahhongh the navigation has been but little benefitted 
by the operations this year, still what bas been done has satisfactorily proved 
the practicability of the nudertaking. I now see nothing to prevellt the 
formation of a channel through the rapids, of a depth equal to that existing 
in other parts of the river at low water, but the occurrence of unfavorable 
seasons. At such times the navigation will not be impeded, and when fa-
vorable seasons for operations do occur, the greatest advantage should be 
taken of them. To do this, preparations should be made to work at several 
points at once, so that a large force can be employed during the short time 
the stage of the river will permit. 
Project jot next year.-There must be provided, at each point, quarters 
for the men, a smith's shop: laboratory for preparing and filling the blasting 
cunnisters, a complete apparatus for drilliag and blasting, crane boats for 
raising the stone, and transportation boats for carrying it off. I should 
recommend thut opemtions_be carried on at from four to six points at once; 
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that water-proof dresses be provided for the watermen to enable them to 
work as late iu the fall as po~sible; that, as the most favorable season for 
operations can only be expected at a time when laborers have made their 
engagements on other works, higher than tbe common w11ges be offered to 
induce them to leave their employments. These measures may add some~ 
thing to the cost of a work necessarily expensive, hut I see no other method 
of speedily accomplishing an improvement now loudly culled for by the 
most of the community, and which will be more required every year. The 
Mississippi river, differing, I believe, from every other river in the west, has 
been this year unusually high, and the passe~ge over the rapids for the 
larger class of boats has only be~n interrupted since about the middle of 
September. The lighter draughts and keel~boats can now pass them, but 
should no rise take place before the river is closed by ice, the npper country 
might suffer great inconvenience, as low water has occurred at the season 
of the year when its exports and imports are made. 
I am aware of having entered much in detail in the above account. It is 
not from attaching importance to what has been done, but from a wish to 
give the department particular information on points that I de('m of con~ 
sequence, to enable it the better to carry into effect the wishes of Congress. 
Pl'eJJarations for continuing the work.-Tbe preparations n'>w made 
for coutinuiug the work next season, consist of a steam tow-boat, three 
keels fitted np for quarters, smiths' shops, laboratory, &c.; five transporta-
tion boats, two double crane boats, one single crane boat, without crane, one 
current boat for towing, &c. ; drills and stands sufficient for one hundred 
men, a supply of rigging cables, blastmg cannisters, and powder. 
MISSOURI RIVER. 
The inteution of the department to have employed, in the early part of 
the year, two of the snug-boats belonging to the Lower Mississippi, in re~ 
moving snags from the river, could not be carried into effect. The season 
was so far advanced when I received notice of the appropriation by Con-
gress and your instructions to apply it to this purpose, which was not be-
fore Augnst, that there was not water enough in the Missouri for the boats 
to operate lo advantage. Moreover, Captain Shreve was then making ar-
rang·ements to commence ftis operations in the Lower Mississippi, the Red, 
and Arkansas rivers. It was his opiuion that April next would be as early 
as they could operate beneficially, and as only one-half of the appropria~ 
tion: or SlO,OOO, was available the present year, it would be better to apply 
the whole sum, 820,000, at that time, than _a part of it this season. 
Appropriations. 









In removing snags between the mouth of the Ohio 
and the mouth of the Missouri rivers, in 1836 $5,618 16 
For boats, machinery, and examinations, in 1837 16,67 4 19 
Do. do. and workmanship, in 1838 29,028 32 
--- $51, 320 67 
Balance rerr.aining unexpended 
Sale of sundries - -
Estinwte for 1839. 
For fuilding 4 boats for quarters, workshops, &c. $10:000 00 
For building 4 boats for transporting stone 4,000 00 
For building 4 crane boats for raising stone 5,000 00 
For an addititioual number of drills, stands, rig-
ging, &c. 5.500 00 
For services of overseer - 2;500 00 
For services of 4 smiths and strikers 1,500 00 
For services of 4 tinners - 1,000 00 
For services of L1 carpenters 1,000 00 
For services and subsistence of 300 men - - 72,000 00 
For repairs and preservation of boats during the 





For working two snag--boats in the Missouri river 
For contingencies 2,500 00 
---$130,000 00 
A vail able for next year - 48,971 00 
Required to be appropriated 881,029 00 
IT. TI.IE ERECTION OF A PIER IN THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER, NEAR ST. LOUIS. 
The construction of the pier) running from near the foot of Bloody island, 
parallel tn the St. Louis shore, was commenced early in June. The river 
1 was then eleven feet above low water level, and continued high nntil Sep· 
tember. The pier, though not completed throughout its whole extent, has 
been extended as low do-wn as opposite .Market street. It has been con-
structed in the manner proposed in the plan submitted last year. The piles 
have been driven from 12 to 17 feet into the bed of the river. The brush ex-
tends from 30 to 40 feet from the foot of the piles, and the exterior slope is 
3 to 1. The settlement of the pier has been bnt slight, and there is now 
no indication of its want of permanency. vVithin 1,200 feet of its extrem-
ity it is only raised a .f()ot above low water, and has to be carried 4 feet 
higher. It is yet too soon to speuk of its effects. It has, however, so fur 
served to protect the shoal extending from the foot of Bloody island, and to 
confine the current as far as its extremity to the city shore. About 700 
feet of Duncan's island, estimating from low water mark, has been washed 
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off. The channel across the flat bar, between Bloody and Duncan's is-
lands, has deepened 7 feet, and boats not drawing more than 2 fathoms 
can, at low water, keep a direct course from the mouth of Cahokia creek to 
the foot of Walnut street. On the other or eastern side of the pier, a con-
trary result is perceptible. The water of the western channel being diverted 
by the pier, allows that passing east of the island to spread over a greater 
surface. Its velocity is accordingly diminished, and a deposite has taken 
place. For about half a mile below the foot of lthe pier, the former chan-
nel along- the Illinois shore has filled up"; and where last fall there were 
18 feet at low water, there are now bnt 6 feet. A greater body of water 
than formerly is also thrown west of Cahokia island, and is wearing away 
the shoal at the foot of Duncan's islaud. 'fhere are now two fathoms at 
low water through that pass, excepting over a narrow bar connecting Dun-
can's and Cahokia island, where there is bnt one fathom. 
These changes in the lower part of the harbor, you wilt perceive, can 
produce but little effect in that above, unless we consider the benefits derived 
from an improved water way west of Bloody island, and consequently' 
a greater draught through that channel. The large shoal extending from 
the head of Bloody island into the bend above the city, and ad vertP-d 
to in my last report, still exists. During the past winter it arrested the 
descending ice, which, forming n barrier across its point, served to turn 
nearly the whole current east of Bloody island. The channel on that side 
has been, consequently, enlarged in depth and width. A similar occurrence 
may be apprehended this winter, and be attended with a similar effect; and 
confirms the necessity of diverting the current from that shore. By throw-
ing tbe dam across from the head of Bloody island, as was proposed last 
year, this may be effected; but from my experience the past season, I appre-
hend greater difficulty in its construction, and have more fears of its per-
manency, than if it was commenced from the point above the dry slough, 
and run directly to the head of Bloody island. It will, in this case, not 
only serve to protect the Illinois shore, and throw a greater body of water 
west of Bloody island, but to contract that section of the river, and produce 
a better channel across the shoal, which, at low water, is becoming- a serious 
impediment to the n:~.vigation, and also tend to diminish any evil that might 
result from the breaking up of the ice during Jow water. 'The construction 
of the dam as first proposed, may, by causing a deposite along the shore 
above, produce the effect anticipated from the rlirection now recommended; 
hut the fall of the river is so considerable, and the velocity of the c.prrent 
so great, that the dead water will not probably extend far above the dam, 
and leaves room to apprehend the continuance of the abrasion of the bank 
above 1 which, in time, would wear a passage around the end of the dam. 
Although the direction now proposed will add greatly to the length of 
the dam, its cost will not be provortionally increased. 1t will extend along 
on the shoal from the head of Bloody island, where the depth of the water 
varies from one to fiv·e feet, except where it crosses the channel, the greatest 
depth of which does not exceed twelve feet, and will avoid the deep water 
cast of Bloody island, which is twenty-two feet at low water. I therefore 
b~g leave to recommend that the plan submitted last year to the department 
may be so modified as to substitute the dam now described for that there 
proposed. 
'rhe accompanying map will show the relative position of these dams, 
as well us the direction and length of the dike at the foot of the island, the 
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extent of the shoals and bars exhibited at low water, the changes in the 
channel, &c. &c. 
Facilities for continlling the work.-The f~cilities for continuing the 
work consist of a steam towboat, fonr transportation boats of 200 tons 
each, a pile.driver, laborers' quarters on Bloody island, and at the quarry a 
supply of drills, tools, &c. &c. 
Commerce, ':Yc. of St. Louis.-From the 30th of September, 1837, to the 
30th of September, 1838, there have been engaged in the trade of the port, 
162 steamboats. Of these, 42 were new. Their aggregate tonnage amounts 
to 24,361 tons, and the whole number of arrivals to 1~364. 'rheir average 
tonnage is 150.37 tons; and supposing them to carry 20 per cent. more than 
they are rated, 246,125 tons will have arrived at St. Louis within the year. 
During the same period, upwards of five hu.ndred houses, according to 
a return made to the mayor of the city, have been erected. From other 
information, it appears that there have been double the quantity of brick 
made and sold this year that there were last, and nearly double the number 
of houses built than in any preceding year. 
Appropriations and expendit1-tres. 
In 1836 there were appropriated 
In 1837 " " 
- $15,000 00 
35,000 00 
----- $50,000 00 
In 1837 there were expended 
In 1838 " " 
296 37 
- 45,471 68 
----- 45,768 00 - -----
Estimate. 
'Total estimate - $158,554 00 
Already appropriated 50,000 00 
-----
$108,554 00 
---- -Required for next year -----
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
R. E. LEE, Captain Engineers. 
General C. GRATIOT, 
Chief Engineer. 
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K. 
UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY. 
Report of the Board of Visiters. 
\VEST PoiNT, June 21, 183S. 
SIR: 'rhe Board of Visiters convened at your request to attend tbe ex-
aminations of the cadets of the .lVIjlitary Academy at West Point, beg leave 
to present the following report : 
That, in order to accomplish more effectually the object of their mis-
sion, namely: to make "a full and free investigation of the military and 
scientific instruction of the cadets, and of the internal policy and discipline, 
and fiscal concerns of the institution," they have arranged themselves into 
committees, instructed to inquire especially into such subjects as would 
most comprehensively embrace all the desired information. The reports of 
the committees containing the result of their observations, and their sug-
gestions, in which the Board of Visiters have concurred, are ~rewith 
transmitted. But the boardi as a body, would submit to your considera-
tion the following engrossed statement of the actual condition of the insti-
tution: 
The course of instruction prescribed by the regulations of the academy, 
is comprised under the following heads: 1st, infantry tactics and military 
police; 2d, mathematics; 3d, the French language; 4.th, drawing; 5th, 
natural philosophy; 6th, chemistry and mineralogy; 7th, artillery tactics, 
the science of gunnery, and the duties of a military laboratory; Rth, en-
gineering and science of war; 9th, rhetoric and moral and political science; 
and lOth, the use of the sword. This course of studies is required to be 
.finished in four years. 
The examinat-ions which the bonrd have witnessed, abundantly prove 
that, in the discharge of their duties, the academic staff of the institution 
}}ave used that zeal and industry which a deep sense of the responsibilities 
of their stations, an honorable and patriotic desire to serve their country, a 
laudable ambition to elevate their profession, and an accurate estimate of 
the value of science must always inspire. The general proficiency of the 
cadets in the several branches of study, testify to the entire competency of 
the professors and their assistants. 
In one important department of science alone, mineralogy, the studies 
have remained incomplete, owing to the insufficient number of assistants 
assigned to the professor of chemistry, whose duty it is to impart instruction 
in this branch also. The importance to a military as well as to a civil 
engineer, of a familiar acquaintance with mineralogy, to which should be 
added the no less useful science of geology, is so obvious, that, in the opin-
ion of the board, no pains nor expense should be spared, to provide the pro-
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fcssor with the most ample means of completing nnd illustrating these por-
tions of his conrse. To enable him to give a fnll course of instruction on 
three branches of the natural sciences, so comprehensive and progressive ns 
chemistry, mineralogy, and geology, it is indispensable that he shonld be 
allowed at least one additional assistant, and that he be provided with ns 
complete a series of mineral and geological specimens1 both foreign and 
domestic, together with drawings of sections, and other means illustrative 
of the cognate branch of geognosy, as can be procured. An appropriation 
to the latter effect has already been asked for, and it is respectfully solicited 
that the grant of it be earnestly reeommended to Congress. r-rhe erection 
of a new building to replace that which was destroyed by fire during the 
last year, the plans of whieh, it is understood, have been approved of by 
the Chief Engineer, will provide a suitable apartment for the mineralogical 
and geological cabinets, which, in the course of a few years, might be 
greatly enlarged, and become extremely valuable, were it enjoined upon the 
snrgeons and officers at the different military posts throughout the Union 
to make some exertions to increase it by collecting specimens. 
Inconnexion with this subject, the present board cheerfully respond to the 
suggestion of a former one, who in their report have recommended, not only 
as an act of strict justice, but as conduciYe to the best interests of the insti-
tution, that the acting professor of chemistry shonld be placed on the same 
rank with his colleagues. The arduousness of his labors, together with 
the zeal and ability with which he has hitherto discharged them, would 
seem fairly to entitle him to this promotion. The board, therefore, recom-
mend that the department of chemistry, mineralogy, and geology, be estab-
listwcl by law, upon the same footing with the other departments, namely: 
with a professor and two assistants, receiving the same emoluments 
respectively that are recP-ived by the professor of mathematics and his 
associates. 
The erection of the bnildinQ' already alluded to, the plan and location of 
which are warmly recommenaed by the Committee on Public Buildings, 
will likewise provide for the ample accommodation of the library, as well 
as the models and apparatus for the departments of engineering and natural 
philosophy. Yearly appropriations to these departments have repeatedly 
1 been asked for and granted, the indispensable necessity of which is evident, 
in order to enable the professors and the cadets to keep pace with the dis-
coveries in science and with the improvements in those arts that form part 
of their military education. 11 be unexpended funds appropriated to the 
departments of philosophy, engineering, drawing, chemistry, mathematics, 
and for the increase of the library, amounted, at the end of the first quarter 
of the present year, to upwards of seven thousand dollars, a large portion 
of which, it is understood, will be forthwith applied, by the superintendent, 
to the engineering department, and the remainder to the other depnrtments, 
so soon as the necessary buildin~:s recommended for their uses shall have 
been erected. In regard to the ._disbursements for the library, it has been 
recommended to place them under the charg-e of a committee of the aca-
demic staff, elected from and by their own bo-dy, whose duty it shall be _to 
select the most useful books app~rtaining to the several branches of _studies 
that are or may be hereafter taught in the institution. rrhe Committee on 
Pnblic Buildings have also called the attention of the board to the insuffi-
ciency of the barracks for the comfortable accommodation of the cadets, 
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and have suggested some important improvements in their interior police. 
They recommend, too, an enlarg-ement of the hospital, which at present 
contains only six rooms, accommodating twelve patients; and although, so 
far, these have fortunately been found sufficient, they could hardly be ex-
pected to be so in case of an epidemic. They, moreover, reeommend the 
erection of an observatory, or a building to accommodate the large telescope, 
transit instrument; and astronomical clock; and the establishment of a 
swimming school ; in all of which the Board of Visiters unanimously 
concur. 
The committee on the internal police of the institution, also remark upon 
the uufitness of the south barracks to the purposes for which they were de-
.signec; and further suggest the propriety of obtaining a legislative enact-
ment from the State of New York, prohibiting the sale of ardent spirits to 
the Cc dets within certain limits of the Military Academy reserve. The 
latter suggestion is highly approved by the board. The investigations <?f 
this committee have resulted in an approval of the rules under which a dis-
tribution of goods at the store is made; though they have regretted to 
find that an impression is very prevalent among the corps of cadets, that 
they are extravagantly charged for them. Your attention is respectfully 
invited to this subject. 
The fiscal committee: after showing that the monetary affairs of the in-
stitution are conducted with system, accnracy, and good faith, propose that 
the < pplicants for admission, who are ordered to report themselves for ex-
amination, be allowed a mileage sufficient to defray the expense of their 
transportation to the post. The object of this is to equalize the facilities of 
admission for the youths of our country, in all condition~, and at the most 
remote distances; adding therehy to the republican character of the 
academy. They also recommend an increase of the salaries of the super-
intendent, professors, and assistant professors, in which the Board ofVisiters 
cone ured. 
The committee appointed to inquire into the course of military instruction 
and tactics at the academy, are~ as will be perceived by their report, quite 
sa.tisfied with the manner in which it has been conducted ; and, in reference 
to the present discipline observed at the post, are of opinion that it is admin-
istered with a proper regard to the necessity of a strict enforcement of the 
prescribed regulations, unaccompanied by any exerc]se of unnecessary 
severity on the part of the officers, in the hope of winning, as wP-ll as with 
a view to secure an entire obedience to them. They recommend the erec-
tion of a building to shelter certain pieces of ordnance that have been de-
posited there for preservation as trophies of the revolutionary and late wars; 
an addition to the pieces now used, of at least one of the other kinds of 
gun now employed in the service; and the substitution of a company of 
mounted dragoons for the detachment of artillery now statio 1ed at the post. 
In these recommendations the board likewise unite; and whilst they feel it 
imperative upon them to add that the excellent discipline of the cadets, and 
the skill displayed in their military evolutions, are due, in a great measure, 
to th •~ inflexible enforcement of the prescribed discipline by the present 
com111andant of the corps, and to his experience and 1 nowledge as a tac-
tician, they regret that, by the regulations of the academy, :vl1ich require, 
in this department, an officer of higher rank, the permanent services of the 
present incumbent may be lost to the institution. 
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In th~ branch of instruction embracing rhetoric and moral and political 
science, the studies have been found deficient. 'I, his subject has been fully 
investigated by the committee on the course of moral and scientific instruc-
tion of the academy, who have in their report suggested certain modifica-
tions of the present course, that are approved of by the board. Should 
these suggestions meet with your approbation and that of Congress, and 
should it be found advisable to grant to the chaplain an additional clerical 
:lssistant, more time would necessarily be had, and more opportunities pre-
.sent themselves, of attending in a more especial manner than is practicable 
under the present arrangements, to the religious instruction of the cadets. 
'l'he board arc far from implying, by this, any deficiency on the part of the 
venerable clergyman now at the head of the ethical department, but, on the 
contrary, were pleased to discover that, on retiring from a situation which 
he has filled so honorably for upwards of ten years, he has received from 
his pupils gratifying testimonials of their respect and affection. 
For further details concerning the actual condition of the academy in its 
various departments, tOe board must refer to the reports of the several com-
mittees, at the same time that they rejoice, as Americans, to have it in their 
power to bear testimony to the signal ability with which it is conducted. 
No one, how inveterate soever his prejudices may have been, can approach 
the institution without a lively admiration of the fitness of its location, and 
will hardly be expected to leave it without a conviction of its utility. Sur-
rounded by so many recollections of the glorious struggle of our forefathers 
in the cause of liberty, in sight of the monuments that commemorate them: 
the American youth cannot fail to imbibe strong fcdings of patriotism, and 
a love of country, which form the best security for tile maintenance of our 
independence. Every one must perceive au order and regularity in the 
serTice of the post, which bespeak the existence of an excellent system, 
faithfully pursued; and in the manly bearing, tbe elastic movement of limb, 
and the neat attire of the cadets, there is seen tlw result of a course of edu-
cation admirably calculated to develop and jmprove alike his moral and 
physical capabilities. Entertaining these views, th} Board of Visiters can-
not hesitate to recommend the Military Acndemy at Vest Point, as an in-
titution v;rell worthy of the fostering patronage of Government. They see 
nothing in its continuance that conflicts with the r publican character which 
all our public institutions should possess. .Adnuttanre to it js opened to 
every condition of fortune and of birth; no [;,. voritist 1 is known to have 
been practised in gaining admission into it ; and the ~reatest impartiality is 
apparent in the administration of its justice, as well as in the award of its 
privileges. 
In a national point of view, it will tend to disseminate over the whole 
country knowledge of a peculiar description, which i dr ily becoming more 
and more required ; will improve the condition of t 1e militia; will elevate 
the moral as well as scientific chamcter of the army; will furnish means 
for the security of our frontiers; and, ahove all, will cement the bond of 
Union betwe12n the States, by establishing a comn nnity of feeJinO' and a 
concert of action among men on whom the nation will ere long have ac-
customed itself to look with pride, as its stu..,st reliaJlCC amidst the diflkulties 
of a war. 
In ?onclusion, the board acknowledge: with nnfe·gned thanks, the polite 
attentiOns of the superintendent a11d military stt ft~ of the academic staff, 
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and the assistant professors, whom they have ever found ready and willing 
to aid them in their necessary investigations. 
J. T. DUCATEL, Maryland, President. 
B. F. MORRIS, Illinois. 
Hon. J. R. PoiNSET'r, 
Secretary of War. 
JOHN C. PLUMMER, Pennsylvania. 
JOHN B. ARD, do. 
H. W. ELLIS, Alabama. 
DECOUDRA Y HOLSTEIN, Naw York. 
JOSEPH D. HOLT, Mississippi. 
C. F. McCOY, Georgia. 
J. E. HOLBROOK, South Carolina. 
JAMES JONES, Kentucky. 
JAMES SHEA, New York. 
EVAN M. JOHNSON, New York. 
FRANCIS LIEBER. 
JOHN E. PAGE, Virginia. 
THOMAS ROSS, Pennsylvania. 
JOHN L. SMITH, 
Major Corps of Engineers. 
J. S. CONWAY, Arkansas. 
THOS. B. McELWEE, Pennsylvania. 
JAS. TAYLOR, Newport, Kentucky. 
J. PAGE. 
D. MURRAY, Maryland. 
WM. R. GRIFFI'rH, Kentucky. 
W. H. RUSSELL, Missouri. 
Z. PITCHER, Michigan~ Secretary. 
I concur in the above report, except so much as commends the system 
of moral instruction; recommends ithat a " company" of dragoons bP sta-
tioned here, and the appointment of an assistant professor, who must be a 
clergyman. J. D. WEsrroN, Ohio. 
Report of the Committee on Public Buildings. 
W:Es·.r PoiNT, June 16, 1638. 
To the PRESIDENT of the Roard of Visiters: 
The Committee on Public Buildings respectfully report : 
That as soon as your committee had informed Col. De Russy, the super-
intendent of the Military Academy, of their organization, he appointed a 
committee consisting of three members of the staff, Professor Bartlett, Sur-
·geon Wheaton, and Lieutenant Swartwout, to accompany your committee 
during their inspection of the public buildings belonging to this post. 
They have attentively examined them, and beg lertve to lay the following 
remarks before your honorable board. 
'rho large building called the exercise hall, and now in the course of 
completion, will be of very great advantage to this important institution. 
'l~he recitation rooms in the same are spacious, and admit full light; the 
walls are so constructed that the transmission of ordinary sound from one 
room to another is effectually prevented: three points of much importance 
in all school architccttire. The same building contains the quarters for 
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unmarried offi.eers attached to the academy. By their removal, and that 
of the recitation rooms, from the barracks, considerable space 1Will be gained 
for the accommodation of the cadets; a matter of moment in the opinion of 
your committee. At present there are four, five, and, at times, even six 
cadets in one room, with the adjacent dormitory; a number inconsistent 
with the proper pursuit of study. There is, like vise, a large drilling hall 
in this building, so that, in future, neither rain, excessive heat, nor the 
_ inclemency of winter, need interrupt the drilling of the cadets. 
Drilling, if thoroughly taught, affords a fine gymnastic exercise, and 
your committee make free in stating that every one must be struck with 
the manly carriage, healthful developments of chest and limb of the cadets, 
and the general fine appearance of their frames, wLch promises we1l to 
support the fatigues of life to which all of them will be more or less 
exposed. Drilling, moreover, is not without its moral effect. The close 
attention to the words of command, and the exactness with which all move-
ments are instantly to be executed, teach a rapidity and promptness of 
volition, a readiness of execution, which can be obtained in an equal degree 
but by few if any other means. 
Your committee recommend the establishment of a swimming school, on 
the plan of those adopted in France, Prussia, and other countries, both for 
the army and for colleges; or on that of a similar establishment formed a 
few years ago in Boston, Massachusetts. The whole expense for the neces-
sary buildir gs would not exeeed one hundred and fifty dollars; and at this 
trifling cost hundreds of youths would acquire a skill which is of equal 
importance to the soldier and to the citizen; an amusemPnt that is always 
greatly relished by the young, and indeed by all who enjoy good health, 
and one that can be practised at a season when ihe prevailing heat hardly 
allows of any other gymnastic exercise. It strengthens the chest, extremi-
ties, and muscular system generally, is eminently healthful, and contributes 
to manliness of character. Swimming might be made to relieve the mo-
notony of life when the cadets are encamped, and perfect safety would be 
insured if the systematic teaching of this art: as introduced eLewhere, 
were ndo1)ted here. The cadets: when commissioned, would introduce it 
into the army, where, it is believed, it would not be without advantnge to 
the health of the soldier. 
Your honorable board are aware of the fact that: in the month of Feb-
ruary last, the building which contained the library, chemical Jnboratory, 
philosophica.l apparatus, and models for engineering, was destroyed by fire. 
Fortunately, the library, apparatus, and models were saved. 'f'he super-
intendent of the academy has submitted to the Secretary of \Var a plan for 
the erection of suitable buildings, to replace that which was df'~troyed. 
Since onr arrival here, this plan has been sen for and placed beforP. your 
committee, who unanimously express the opinion that it combines, m a high 
degree, safety, commodiousness, and unpretending taste. 'l'hEy propose to 
your board to urge with the utmost earnestness upon the honorable Secre-
tary of War the necessity of its prompt execution. 'rhe plnn offers several 
prominent features, and among others that, should it e adopt d, the library 
will be entirely d~tachcd from the chemical laboratory: and in this way 
removec. Ji·om the danger of fire or other injuries ari ing from too close a 
proximity to it. These bnildings, also, provide for a conve ·ent a) artment 
for the library; a matter of much importance in an insti 1tion of the charac-
er of this academy. A library ought not only to be arranged o that it 
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can be ~onsulted with facility, but it should actually invite students, by 
affording what might be termeq a degree of literary comfort. Your com-
mittee b~lieve that all persons acquainted with this subject will readily 
agree with them that this is necessary, not only as affording a literary 
· luxury, but securing the true usefulness of a library. 
The plan of Colonel De Russy also provides that the members of the 
chemical class may be accommodated in the laboratory, so as to be enabled 
to go through its manipulations and perform the necessary experiments, so 
that their study of chemistry shaH not remain a passive reception of verbal 
knowledge, but shall equally consist in practical application, especially and 
undeniably important to the military scholar. rrhe same plan has long 
been adopted in the Polytechnic Sch~ol of Paris. 
The valuable library, which it is supposed could not be replaced for a sum 
less than $50,000, and the fine philosophical apparatus, have been placed 
temporarily in some of the rooms of the hotel, at present, however, unoccu-
pied. It is clear that both the library and apparatus can be of no nse so 
long as they remain in their present position. In adopting the plan of the 
superintendent, the additional advantage would be gained that any changes 
of the old buildings which may become necessary could be made to agree, 
in relative position, with the projected buildings, and that thus the beautiful 
plain in fi·ont of the houses would be greatly improved. 
'rhe committee take this opportunity of expressing their high satisfaction 
at the improvement which has of late taken place in various parts of this 
post. Among the achitectural improvements they consider the erection of 
the chapel the most prominent. It is an edifice which recommends itself 
by its simplicity and taste. 
Your committee recommend, likewise, to urge upon the Government the 
appropriation of a sum sufficient to build an observatory at this place. It 
is believed that one thousand dollars will be adequate for the present; and 
your committee cannot but remind the board that, of the five or six most 
civilized nations of the earth, we are actually the only one destitute of an 
observatory, though really we constitute the second in .commercial impor-
tance. In this particular we are daily receiving the benefits of the.noble 
labors of other nations, without fairly contributing our share to the great 
common stock of knowledge, and without affording to our own people all 
thosp, advantages which can only be obtained and diffused by a domestic 
observatory. Your committee do not hesitate in frankly confessing this is 
a species of true and genuine glory, of which they do not wish to see their 
own beloved country any longer, and, as they conceive, unnecessarily, 
deprived. All civilized nations are but members of one vast community; 
a church uni versa! of civilization ; all stand in need of one another, of free 
and constant interchange of ideas; and it is thus that we, too, have our 
sacred debts to pay on the scorA of knowledge and science. This academy 
is possessed of an excellent telescope, an astronomic clock, and a transit 
instrument. They are costly, and, your committee understand, of high 
order; yet useless, or nearly so, for want of a pr~per place. 
Your committee are decidedly of the opinion that the barracks arc not as 
they well might be. The rooms, especially of the south barrack, are far 
too narrow for the nnmber of cadets occupying them. The want of room 
makes it necessary for the cadets to sleep on mattresses placed on the floor. 
As soon as the cadet rises in the morning, the mattresses are rolled up, 
without time for sufficient airing. The atmosphere of the rooms is tlm 
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perceptibly deprived of that degree of ptu·ity which is frequently observed 
in barracks where from fifteen hundred to two thousand men ate quartered, 
and whose bedsteads are so arranged that, when not in use, they can be 
placed one upon the other, yet so that the mattress of the one does not 
touch those of the others. 
The surgeon of the post has earnestly represented to your committee that 
the basement story of the hospital building, used for the accommodation of 
the matrons and nurses employed in the hospital, is so damp that they 
suffer seriously in consequence of it-an inconvenience which might be 
readily obviated by the erection of an additional story. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
FRANCIS LIEBER, airman. 
Report of the Fiscal Committee. 
1\liLITARY AcADEMY, 
West Point, June, 1838. 
The committee to which was assigned the dnty of extl.mining the fiscal 
concerns of the Military Academy of West Point, beg leave to report : 
rrhat, having been furnished by the superintendent with the necessary 
information as to the departments where the accounts were kept, and a 
deputation of officers assigned to assist them in their investigation, they 
proceeded in the first place to the office of the quartermaster, where the 
general disbursements under the direction of the superintendent are made, 
the books of which department were submitted to their inspection. The 
vouchers for the disbursements in this bureau are receipts taken in dupli-
cate, one of which is filed in this office, and the other forwarded to the 
accounting officer of the Treasury Department of the General Govern-
ment at Washington, thus assuming the responsibility of the disbursing 
officer to the proper authority. The committee take pleasure in certifying 
to the neatness and accuracy manifested in this office~ in all matters of 
account. After such examination as was thought necessary there, the 
committee proceeded to the paymaster's office, where the accounts of the 
cadets arc kept with great accuracy and neatness. It appears manifest to 
the committee that the strictest care is taken of the interest of the cadets, 
and there can be no possible injustice done to them in the expenditure of 
their pay, if the board of officers acting as inspectors do their duty. 
Each cadet is furnished with a check hook, in which must appear the 
sanction 'Of the superintendent before he can receive from the store such 
articles as he may require, and these are charged at a price fixed by a board 
of officers, and which is not to exceed a certain per cent. on the first cost. 
The cadet is thus enabled to keep his own accounts, and learns to econo-
mise his little funds. 
The mess arrangements are made with the strictest regard to economy 
which is compatible with a due supply of plain, wholesome diet. This is 
now done by the employment of a steward, whose duty it is to provide for 
the whole corps, as one mess, and whose bills (as well as the fare provided) 
are inspected and passed upon hy a board of officers appointed for that 
purpose, and by whom the whole amount is then apportioned between the 
cadets equally. This amomats, at present, to about ele,·en dollars per 
month, but must vary with the price ofprovisions. 
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The committee refer to the accompanying tabular statement to show the 
amount of funds required for the use of this institution, for the present 
year, the whole of which is so small in comparison with the amount 
of good resulting from it to the country, that it is hoped the necessary 
appropriation will be cheerfully and promptly made. 
The value of this school is beginning to be known generally through 
the country, in the way best calculated to make it favorably regarded; that 
is, by the sound, practical, useful men who are annually sent abroad from 
it iuto the different States, and enter immediately into active life, in both 
civil and military employment. 'l'hese gentlemen are found to possess a 
thorough knowledge of all they have been taught in this institution, and 
are able instantly to apply it in practice, and are; in a remarkable degree, 
business men; and we know that many are now repaying the country for 
its benificence to them, by their gail an try in the field of battle, where some 
of the best and bravest of the pupils of West Point have fallen covered 
with glory, and where all who are now sharing the hardships and dangers 
of war evince the chivalrous gallantry of youth, tempered with the cool-
ness of veteran discipline. 
Your committee recommend that the applicants for admission into the 
Military Academy, who are ordered to report themselves for examinati0n, 
be allowed by the Government a mileage sufficient to defray the necessary 
expenses of their transportation to West Point. Under the present system, 
each applicant is compelled to report himself at his own expense, which, 
from the extent of our territory, is, in many instances, very great. It 
should continue to be, as it always has been, the object of our Government 
to afford equal facilities for obtaining admission into this institution to the 
sons of all classes of the community. The present regulation, your com-
mittee conceive, does not afford all the facility which is required, because 
it must necessarily exclude from the academy many young men, residing 
in distant sections of the Union, whose parents or friends are unable to 
incur the expense of sending them to West Point. Your committee have 
been informed that when a cadet is dismissed he is allowed the usual mile· 
age for his transportation home, and they can perceive no good reason for 
not allowing the same mileage to the applicant who reports himself at this 
post, in obedience to the orders of the Secretary of War. On the contrary, 
they think it would add still more to the republican character of the 
academy, and extend its usefulness more generally among aU classes of 
citizens residing in remote sections of the Union. 
Your committee have had occasion to observe that the superintendent of 
this institution is, from his official station, subject to very great expense not 
common to other officers of his rank. All public characters and distin-
guished foreigners who visit the post are thrown upon his hospitality, and 
as the representative of his country, bound to sustain its dignity and charac-
ter, he cannot evade this tax upon his purse; and your committee cannot 
but think that he ought to have such increase of pay as will enable him 
suitably to meet it; and they respectfully recommend such increase to the 
consideration of Congress; and your committee further concur in the re-
ports of former boards of visiters, recommending an increase of the sala-
ries of the professors and assistant professors. 
The annexed documents, marked numbers 1, ~,and 3, are those referred 
to in the foregoing report. All which is respectfully submitted. 
D. MURRAY, Chairman. 
No. 1. r-1 
Statement of disbursements on account of the United States Military Academy, in the year 1837, by Lieutenant Colonel 1......1 
R. E. De Russey, of the Corps of Engineers, and Superintendent of the Academy. 
..... 
Overrun of Unexpend'd Appropri- Applicable 
HEADS Qr' APPROPRIATION. formerap- of former ap. ated tor fur 1837. 
propriations. propriations. 1837. 
------------- --·------ ---------
8'or defraying the expenses 
of the Board of Visiters - $7 84 - $~,007 84 $2,000 00 :<'or fuel, forage, stationery, 
printing, transportation, 
and postage - - - $12,390 73 8,000 00 20,390 73 :<'or repairs and improve-
ments - - - - 1, 708 39 10,178 25 11,886 54 ;-or pay of adjutant's and 
quartcrmas'er's clerks - - - 950 00 950 00 <'or the depal'lment of philo-
sophy - - -~ - 1,769 72 300 00 2,069 72 "or the department of engi-
neering - - - - 2,744 69 300 00 3,074 69 i'orthe departments of draw-
ing, chemiMry, and mathe-
matics - - - - 2,253 46 850 00 3,103 46 ~or the purcha:se and repajr 
of jnstruments for the band - 113 64 - 113 64 ~or the department of artil-
lery . - - - - - 300 00 300 00 ~or the incre:1se and expense 
600 00 of the library - - - 1,440 17 2,040 17 'or miscellaneGJus and inci-
dental expenses - - - 380 89 1 '777 50 2,158 39 'or completing the chapel - - 254 17 1,253 35 1,507 52 'or the building for military 
and other exercises - - 2,948 48 30,000 00 32,948 48 'or the department of miner-
alogy and S\vord exercise - 11763 03 ...; 11763 03 .. 
Expended 
in the 1st 
Expended 
in the 2d 
Expended 
in the 3d 
quarter. quarter. quarter. 
------------
- $1,998 04 -
$5,920 41 1, 797 18 $1,577 36 
741 30 2,411 37 1,725 53 
237 50 125 00 237 50 
15 00 - 60 00 
- - -
186 47 124 57 13 80 
61 75 - 4 87 
13 50 24 65 18 80 
21 12 194 40 1,066 07 
62 31 150 17 230 75 
1,507 52 - -
1,494 53 7,627 03 11,526 50 
74 00 33 00 ~ - 11 75 
Expended 




















































'or compensation to acting 300 00 300 00 600 00 
professer of chemistry - -
~or the building to contain 1,500 00 1,500 00 
the public stores - - - -
!'or the preparation of a yard 
and con:struction of artifi- 8,000 00 
cers' shoK~ - - - -
- 8,000 00 
l"or new arracks for the 
Military Academy detach- 4,000 00 4,000 00 . - -rnent - -
For the painting room for 
the teacher of drawing - - -
800 00 800 00 
For grading grounds about ' 
the drill heuse - - - - 300 00 
350 00 
-------- ---- ----





92 92 632 24 -
--- ----------




























No.2. lr=r ,_. 
Statement 'of disbursements on account of the United States Military Academy, in the 1st quarter of 1838, by Lieuten• L-1 
ant Colonel R. E. De Russey, of the Corps of Engineers, and Superintendent of the Academy. 
HEADS OF APPROPRIATION. 
----------------------~-·----------
For defraying the exl'exse5 of the Board of Visiters - - - - - - -
For fuel, forage, statioaery, printing, transportation, and postage - - - - -
For repairs a»d improvements - - - - - - - - - -
For the pay of quartermasters' and adjutants' clerks - - - - - - -
For department of philosophy - - - - - . - - - . 
For department of engineering - - - - - - - - - -
For departments of chemistry, drawing, and mathematics - - - - - -
Foi; department of artillery - - - - - - - - - -
For inarease and expense of library - - - - - - - - -
For miscellaneous and incidental expenses - - - - - - - -
For the buildiBgs for military and other exercises - - - - - - -
For n1ineralogy and the sword exercise - - - - - - - -
For compensation to the acting pr<~fessor of chemistry - - - - - -
For the building to contain the public stores - - • - - - - -
For preparation of yard, anti construction of artificers' shoas - - - - -
For new barracks for the United States Military Academy etachment - - - -
For grading grounds about the building for military and other exercises - - - -
. 
' I 
Unexpended Expended in 




5,763 83 $1,571 58 
3,888 47 1,137 98 
237 50 
1,958 93 30 64 
3,074 69 12 00 
2,580 06 774 66 
209 71 13 50 
716 58 71 50 
1,423 27 63 31 





4,000 00 -350 00 -
--------



































General estimate of funds for the service of the United States Military 
Academy for the year 1838. 
1. Travelling expenses and accommodation of the Board of 
Visiters - • $1,998 04 
2. General repairs 7,257 50 
3. Fuel 7,900 00 
4. Forage for 183i, no appropriation having been 











8. Transportation of discharged cadets, and of officers' bag-
gage 
9. Clerks, quartermaster's 
adjutant's 
10. Miscellaneous and incidental expem~es 
11. Increase and expense of the I ibrary 
$600 00 
500 00 
12. Completion of the building for military and other exercises 
13. Barn and public stables • - - -
14. Compensation to the acting professor of chemistry 
2,100 00 
1,100 00 







Report of the Committee on Internal Police. 
U. S. MILITARY AcADEMY, 
West Point, N. Y., June 18, 1838. 
To the PRESIDENT of the Board of Visiters : 
"fhe Committee on Internal Police, to whom certain duties were as-
signed in the apportionment of labor among the members of the board, re- · 
spectfully report: 
That in the discharge of those duties, they directed their attention espe-
cially to the following subjects : 
To the state of the hospital and the means at the disposal of the medical 
staff for ministering to the wants of the cadets while on the sick report. 
'ro the size and arrangement of the rooms and cl.ormitories occupied by 
the cadets. 
To the bill of fare, the quality of the food~ and the terms on which it is 
furnished. 
'ro the means adopted by the constituted authorities to guard the cadet 
against the effects of that improvidence which is almost always the char-
acteristic of his age; and to secure to him, at a just valuation, such ar-
ticles as are indispensable. With this view the regulations for the govern· 
ment of the Military Academy were carefully examined, and the accounts 
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of the storekeeper, and the proceedings of the board of clothing inspectors 
were made subjects of our inspection. Interrogatories were also put to the 
officers and to the cadets themselves, calculated to inform the committee 011 
the subjects embraced within the scope of their inquiries. 
In the prosectttion of this investigation into the condition of the several 
departments of the institution, the committee have had every facility afforded 
t~em that they desired, both by the superintendent and the officers under 
h1s command. 
The committee have, with much unanimity, arrived at the conclusion 
~hat t~e cadet. is well provided for and kindly treated when sick; that he 
IS furmshed with wholesome food and at a reasonable price ; that the regu-
lations, if duly observed and carried into effect, are well calculated to shield 
the cadet from imposition on the part of those with whom he has to deal ;. 
that they deem it unnecessary to dwell in detail upon these points, severally, 
yet it is due to the cadets to state, that it is a prevalent opinion, throughout 
the whole corps, that the storekeeper charges them an extravagant price for 
t~e articles which they are, by the regulations, compelled to purchase of 
him. 
The committee, however, desire to call the attention of the board to one 
subject, which has repeatedly been made the topic of remark by former 
boards of visiters. They allude to the building called the south barracks. 
This has, on several occasions, been represented to the Secretary of War as 
unfit for the habitation of cadets;. In this opinion the committee fully con-
cur, and beg leave, for particulars, to refer to former reports. Your com-
mittee have been pained to learn that certain of the citizens of the State of 
New York have established, at no great distance from the military reserve, 
and within the jurisdiction of the State, both licensed and unlicensed gro-
ceries for the sale of ardent spirits. With a view to remove from the cadet 
so fatal a source of temptation, they suggest the propriety of recommend-
ing to the Secretary of War to apply to the Legislature of this State for the 
passage of a law which shall, by penal enactments, prohibit the sale of 
ardent spirits to any cadet of the United Stutes Military Academy. 
The discipline of the academy is so nearly a1lied to those subjects which 
it has been the duty of this committee to consider, that they cannot refrain 
from giving their testimony to its permanent importance in the attainment 
of the end for which the Military Academy was established. 
If no extraneous impediments are interposed to prevent it, they feel per-
fectly confident that the authorized agents of the GovernmeNt will rigor-
ously, but justly, administer the laws and regulations of the institution. 
All of which is respectfully submitted by your committee. 
rrHUS. JAMES, Chairman. 
Report of the Committee on Scientific and Moral Instruction. 
"VEsT PoiNT, June 16, 1838. 
To the PRESIDENT of tlte Board of 
Visiters of the United /States Military Academy: 
The Committee on the course of Scientific and Moral Instruction of the 
cadets: beg leave most respectfully to report: 
That, after having attended to the examination of the cadets in the va-
rious subjects which are included under the very general designation give1 
- -,..? ----
253 (IJ 
to the committee, the opinion is deliberately formed, and hereby unanimously 
expressed, that the superintendent, professors, and assistant professors, in 
these departments, have discharged their duties with great fidelity. Unless 
the most careful attention had been given to their instruction and morals, 
the young gentlemen whom we have examined would not have been 
enabled to have exhibited such accuracy and demonstration in mathematics 
and its kindred studies; such correct, and~ in general, well formed opinions 
on moral obligation and constitutional law, and such gentlemanlike and 
manly deportmr . t in their intercourse with the visiters and others, as we 
have great pleasure in reporting to have fallen under our observation. The 
examination ha..;; been conducted with strictness and impartiality, from 
which, and from inquiry and observation, this committee have come to the 
following cone usions: 
That pure mathematics, chemistry, na.t nal and experimental philosophy, 
and engineering have been mo~t ably taught, with special reference to the 
new and improved methods of demonstration, and as applicable to practices 
and use[ul intorm::~.tion connected with the art of war, and with civil engi-
neering. Considering that some of the most valuable of the works on mili-
tary science which have been published of late are written in the French 
language ; that many of the technical terms in use are of French origin ; 
that, in the military service on the northern and southern frontiers, occa-
sions do happen when its knowledge is indispensable; this committee have 
been pleased to find that very respectable progress has been made by the 
cadets in acquiring this almost universal language. 
In pursuance of the wish expressed by the honorable Secretary of War 
in his official notification of our appointment as visiters, and in virtue of our 
selection as members of this committee, we beg leave to suggest, for con-
sideration, what we think to be defects iH the, course of education as here 
conducted. 
Geography: history1 and the practice of composition are wholly omitted. 
If the fi,·~t b0 not made u. regular study, there should therein be such oc-
casional e~~aminations, that the knowledge previously acquired be not lost. 
The reading of history, especially military history, seems to be highly 
important. From no sources is it possible to derive more salutary lessons 
of that inexhaustible perseverance in adversity, boldness of action in mis-
fortune, ·caution in success and victory, and unrelaxing devotedness to 
our country, than from military history, which, at the same time, gives 
practical illustrations of the theories which the cadets learn in the course 
of their studies, or shows the facts from which the rules they learn, as the-
ory, have been derived. Military history, especially that of free countries 
fighting for their independence, such as Greece, the Netherlands, Switzer-
land, &c., has a most powerful and improving moral effect upJn young men 
educating for the defence of their free country. In the French and German 
military schools, this branch is always taught. 
It is: absotutely and indispensably necessary that instruction be given in 
the practice of composition. This, we understand, has hitherto been neg-
leeted. Called upon, as these cadets must necessarily be, to correspond 
with the officers of Government; to draw up reports on the state and con-
dition of public works; to write instructions to others; to give written 
opinions upon the expediency, probable cost, and benefits of railroads, 
canals, and other improvements ; in view of this the committee would urge 
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that it be made, in future, one of the stated exercises of the academy, from 
the very beginning to the end of the whole course of instruction. 
lt may be said, in many inst~nces, these branches of study have received 
attention before admission. 'rhis may be true ; as they are not required 
absolutely, many cases to the contrary do occur. It is possible that an indi-
vidual may pass through this institution with a very complete knowledge of 
mathematics, correct in his deportment as a soldier, ingenious as a draughts-
man, who has little knowledge of the relative positions of the nations of the 
earth; their manners, customs, and institutions, as existing heretofore, or 
at present; and who has little ability to communicate in writing his own 
views of subjects in which he is conversant, with correctness and propriety. 
The committee would suggest whether it would not be well to raise the 
standard for admission, and to establish a school or schools for the instruc-
tion in these primary branches of the children of those, whether officers 
or soldiers, who have died in the service of our common country, andfor 
no others; with a special view to their admis::)ion as cadets, with the 
enlarged acquirements. At all events, the committee recommend that the 
present requirements for admission be most rigidly enforced in the largest 
sense, to wit: "to read and write well, to perform with facility and accu-
racy the various operations of the four ground rules of arithmetic, of 
reduction, of simple and compound proportion, and of vulgar and decimal 
fractions." 
Rhetoric, moral ·and political science, are under the direction of the 
chaplain, who is also, nominally, professor of geography, history, and ethics. 
He is aided in his department by a temporary assistant. 
Under this head, the regulations of the academy prescribe grammar, the 
philosophy of language, compo~ition, elocution, &c., mental and moral 
philosophy, evidences of revelation, and practical ethics, foundation of civil 
society, history of governments, constitution of the United States, and the 
law of nations. 
The present requisitions of the regulations are not carried into effect, as 
already observed ; the only books at present made use of, being Blair's 
Rhetoric, Paley's Moral Philosophy, Kent's Lectmcs on the Law of Nations, 
and Bayard's Exposition of the Constitution. 
This defect is owing to the want of a sufficient number of instructors, 
and to the arrangement of the course of studies. 
The fir~t year of the cadets is exclusiVely occupied with pure mathe-
matics and French. 
The second year embraces only those two studies and drawing. 
In the third year the branches are natu ·al philosophy, chemistry, and 
drawing, exclusively. 
It is only in the fourth year that any time is allotted to rhetoric and 
moral sciences, and of this year but two hours a day to those branches. 
It is recommended by the committee that there be intrcduced, into the 
course of instruction, during the first year of the cadets in the academy-
1st Elementary text books on Engli h g·rammar and rhetoric. 
2d. A compendious text book in geography. 
3d. A compendium of univer~al history; and that a course of reading in 
history, especially military !tistory, be recommended. 
In the second year of the course the committee will introduce-
1st. The study of moral philosophy. 
2d. Some elementary work on logic and the intellectual powers. 
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To effect this change, the committee recommend-
1st. That some portion of the studies in pure mathematics of the first 
and second years be postponed until a later period in the course. 
2d. That the chaplain, in addition to his duties as such, have ch~rge only 
of the department of moral philosophy. 
3d. That a permanent professor and assistant professor of rhetoric, history, 
and political science, be added to the list of instructors. 
The committee think that the literary and moral branches recommended, 
are indispensable to a good and thorough education. They are suited to 
the early age of the younger cadets, while the more severe branches of pure 
mathematics may be studied to better advantage at a later period in the course. 
The committee would further recommend that if time cannot be found, 
during the four years, for these additional studies, without causing neglect 
of branches which are now most thoroughly taught and which seem 
essential, and should it be thought inexpedient to establish a preparatory 
school, and raise the standard of acquirements for admission, that another 
year be added to those already prescribed, in which to complete the course 
of instruction. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
· EVAN M. JOHNSON, Chairman. 
Report t>f the Committee on Milita1·y Instruction. 
WEST PoiNT, June 18, 1838. 
The Military Committee, appointed by the Board of Visiters, beg leave 
to present their report upon engineering, artillery, tactics, and discipline ; 
these being, as has been understood, the subjects usually attended to by the 
Military Committee. 
'rhe courses of instruction in engineering include permanent and field 
fortifications, military communications, and the science of war : besides. 
civil engineering and architecture. The instruction is conveyed by text 
books and lectures, and by models and drawings illustrative of the subjects 
taught. Some of the text books have been compiled and arranged by the 
professor. The courses of instruction are adapted to the progressive de-
velopments of science and the arts, and have been extended, in a slight 
degree, by their introduction. The courses will be further extended and 
the teaching of them facilitated when suitable models and recent publica- • 
tions upon subjects relating to them shall be obtained. The former have 
not been procured heretofore, because there was no building in which they 
could bG placed. This difficulty will shortly be removed, and it is under-
stood they are to be procured without delay. 
The examination in engineering was strict and very thorough, and dis-
played proficiency highly creditable to the professor as well as the class. 
This remark is equally applicable to the examinations in artillery and 
tactics. 
The course of artillery instruction has been gradually extend€d-js now 
as full as the time that may be allowed to it would justify. It may be im-
proved by introducing artillery models, such as are used for illustration in 
the schools of Europe. These models should represent every ~pecies of 
gun and carriaO'e, as well as the various machines used for artillery pur-
poses, nnd also models for congreve rockets. The apparatus requisite for 
preparing these rockets should also be obt1.ined. A text book more simpl~, 
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and practical than that now used, is in the course of preparation by a board 
of officers, including the instructor of artillery and two others, who have 
been selected by the superintendent for that purpose. 
Much expertness was displayed in the field manmuvres, notwithstanding 
the inconvenience arising from the want of horses. This inconvenience 
might be obviated if a company of mounted dragoons were stationed at 
West Point. Flying artillery is peculiarly adapted to the localities of our 
country, and would be more relied on in time of war than the ordinary :field 
service. Horses are indispensable for it, whether for actual service or 
practice. 
Many good shots were made in the targP.t firing. Uniform accuracy was 
not to be expected, as most of the guns were old and out of order. The 
shells were thrown with much accuracy, and generally exploded at the 
proper time. A carcass was lodged within a few feet of the target, from a 
distance of more than -- yards. · 
'rhe duties in the laboratory were performed with skill and intelligence, 
displaying expertness that could not have been obtained without carefnl in-
struction and diligent application. 
A gunhouse, a laboratory, and a magazine, are the buildings proviued 
for ordnance and ordnance stores. The gunhouse is large enough to shelter 
a field battery only. A building of the same size would be required in ad-
dition to it, to afford needful shelter to other pieces of ordnance, including 
the trophies of the revolution and the late war that have been sent to West 
Point for preservation. 
A portion of the ordnance is new and in good order; the remainder is 
old and injured by use; yet still fit for the pnrposes of instruction. There is 
an adequate supply of 10 inch mortar, of ~4-pounder howitzers, and of 24, 
12, and 6-pounder guns. In addition to these it would be advantageous 
to have one at least, of each of the other kinds of guns used in the service. 
The examination in infantry tactics, and the exercises depending upon 
them, was, in all respects, highly interesting. General Scott's Jate work on 
tactics has been the text book for the last year. Questions concerning the 
most difficult manamvres and evolutions were answered with clearnes~ and 
without hesitation. The illustrations on the black-board were also made 
:vith accuracy and explained with much intelligence. But it was the bat-
talion and other exercises of the cadets that afforded the highest degree Gf 
interest. Their appearance, whether on parade, in marching, or in the 
performance of the most difficult evolutions, was, in the highest degree, 
imposing. The accuracy of their movements was striking. They resem-
bled compact masses operated upon by machinery. 
Such precision and rt.ccuracy, the result as it were of simultaneous voli-
tion, indicate a degree of excellence that could hardly be expected from 
mere mechanical training. But it is easily accounted for hy reference to 
the admirable system of discipline which is now established at the :Military 
Academy, and the effect which such a system cannot fail to produce upon 
the character and habits of the cadets. 
The power to control being unquestioned, justice and consistency are 
sufficient to uphold authority-. rl'bis, at least, is the theory of the system 
follO\ red here. A government of fixed rules, appli able alike to the govern-
ing a 1d the gove~·ned, i::s easily administered, and none certainly is more 
mild in its operation, as none can be more just. It is in the 1 ower of those 
in authority to perpetuate the advantages that are daily flowing from this 
system, by a rigid and systematic a~herence to its principles. 
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A detachment of artillery is now stationed at West Point. It perforlllS-
service that cannot be dispensed with. This service could be as well per-
formed by dragoons. The establishment of a company of mounted 
rlragoons at West Point, as has been suggested, would, therefore, involve. 
no material change in the existilig arrangements for securing the services 
of soldiers at the post, while it would afford the advantage of providing 
·horses for flying artillery practice, as has been mentioned, and also provide 
the means of introducing a course of instruction in cavalry tactics, the im-
portance of which is universally admitted. ' 
Respectfully submitted. 
W. H. D. HOLSTEIN, Chairman. 
L. 
General estimate of funds required for the service of the United State~ 
Military Academy, for the year 1839, in addition to funds already ap-
propriated, viz : 
.For travelling expenses and accommodation of Board ofVisiters $2,000 00 
For general repairs, fuel, forage, stationery, printing, postage, 
transportation, clerk hire, and miscellaneous and incidental 
expenses, per detailed estimate marked (A) - 21,484 55 
For the increase and expense of the library - 1.000 00 
·For the department of engineering, (B) · 300 00 
For the department of philosophy, (C) 1,200 48 
For the department of mathematics, (D) 97 54 
For the department of chemistry, (E) 827 50 
For the department of drawing, (F) - 285 00 
·For the department of tactics, (G) - 360 00 
For the department of artillery, (H) - - - - 275 00 
For a reservGir of 136,000 gallons, the present one not furnish-
ing an adequate supply in summer, having entirely failed 
during the past season, (I) - - 3,148 OO· 
For two fire engines with hose, complete 1,900 00. 
For the completion of the buildings for the library, and the en-
gineering, philosophical, ani chemical departments, in addi-
tion to the appropriation of 1838, being the balance of the 
estimate for them of that year - - - - 16,649 i5 
For commencing new barracks for the cadets ; those now in 
use being unfit for their occupancy, and condemned as such 
by several Boards of Visiters, to be commenced only after a 
plan shall have been matured by a competent board, author-
ized by the War Department, for their location and arrange" 
ment in detail, best suited to the object in view .. 15:000 00 
64.,527 6~ 
-----
W EsT P o iNT, October 26, 1838. 
RIOHD. DELAI<,TELD, 
Major Eng., and Supt. U. S. M. A. 
To Brig. Geu. CHARLES GRATIOT, 
Chief Engineer. 
17 
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(A.) 
Estimate of funds required for genenll repairs and improvements of 
academies, barracks, mess-rooms, officers' and professors' quarters,'wharf, 
boats, fences, parade··g7·ound, <_Yc., and for fuel, forage1 stationery, print-
ing, postage, transportation, clerks, and miscellaneous and incidental 
expenses, viz: 
Repairs and improvements. 
37000 common pine boards, at 16 cents 
1,500 hemlock boards, at 13 cents 
800 pine plank, at 25 cents 
3,000 feet clear pine plank, at 3 cents 
500 joists, at 13 cents -
3,000 feet clear pine boards, at 3 cents 
500 feet white wood boards, at 3 cents -
25 M. shingles, at $5! 
20 M. laths, for plastering, at $2-! -
10 M. ch€stnut laths, for fences, at $30 
Oak plank, for drags, scrapers, carts, &c. -
Nails, brads, butts, locks, and screws 
Tin, sheet-lead, sash-cord, and glass 
3,000 pounds ground white lead, at 12! cents 
150 gallons linseed oil, at $1! - • 
50 gallons spirits turpentine, at 62~- cents 
200 pounds yellow ochre, at 5 cents -
Spanish whiting, litharge, paint brushes, &c. 
20 M. bricks, at $6 - - - -
100 casks lime, at $1-! -
20 casks Rhode Island lime, at $3! 
10 casks hydraulic lime, at $3-
600 fire bricks, at 8 cents 
25 soap-stone backs, at $1 
Fire-grates, stoves, stove-pipe, &c. -
2 tons assorted iron -
300 pounds steel - _ ' _ _ 
Virginia coal and charcoal for blacksmiths -
Additional compensation to enlisted men employed 
as mechanics, teamsters, and laborers 
Pay of citizen mechanics employed in repairs 
For the gradual levelling and improvement of the 
plain and parade ground 
Fuel. 
SOO tons of coal, at $7 
4.00 cord5 of wood, at $5 • 






































50 tons of hay, at $20 
500 bushels of corn, at $1 -
500 bushels of oats, at 50 cents 
500 bushels of shorts, at 25 cents -





50 reams printing paper, at $5! 
5 reams folio paper, at $10 
4 reams envelope paper, at $5 
10 M. quills, at $20 
Blank books for adjutant and treasurer 








1 ,200 academic registers - - - 250 00 
Apparatus and materials for lithographic 
press 150 00 
Additional pay of enlisted lithographic 
printer 240 00 
Extra pay of enlisted men employed in 
the lithographic office, at 15 cents 
per day 54 75 
Parchment and printing of diplomas 60 00 
Postage. 
Of letters received and sent by the superintendent and 
other officers on public service -
Transportation. 
Of cadets discharged by order of the 'V ar De-
partment 956 70 
Officers' baggage, materials, &c. 600 00 
Clerks. 
Pay of disbursing officer's clerk 
Pay of adjutant's clerk -
500 00 
450 00 
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(A)-Continued. 
Miscellaneous and incidental expenses. 
130 gallons oil, for lighting halls, at $1! 
Candles for adjutants, paymasters, and other 
officers 
Sand, brooms, brushes, and police-tubs 
Chalk and sponge for recitation rooms 
Fifteen cents per day to three enlisted men, 
employed as police men and keepers of pub-
lic rooms 
Instruments and music for the band -
Additional pay to keeper of philosophical room 
Fifteen cents per day to an enlisted man em-












UNITED STATEs MILITARY AcADEMY, 
West Point, October 11, 1838. 
SIR : In conformity with the request contained in your circular, (9th 
inst.,) the following is respectfully submitted. 
The objects required for my department, as now organized, consist of 
models illustrative of the subjects taught in the courses of military and 
civil engineering. 
I propose, so soon as I can prepare myself for the purpose, to add to the 
present course of study a course of applied mechanics, or the theory, cal-
culation, and description of machines, which will require models of the 
elements of machinery generally, as well as some of the more common ma-
chines themselves. 
To cover the expenses occasioned by a gradual yearly addition of these 
two classes of objects, I think that an annual sum of from $300 to $500 
might be judiciously expended, and I should therefore propose $300 as an 
estimate for this purpose for 1839. 
Respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
D. H. MAHAN, 
Prof. EMgineering. 
To Major R. DELAFIELD, 
U.S. C01]JS of Eng., Sup't U.S. M.A. 
-------
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(C.) 
Estimate of funds 'required for the service of the department of Natural 
and Experimental Philosophy of the Military Jlcademy during the 
year 1839. 
Astronomy. 
1. A transparent planetarium, tellurian, sunarian, and com-
etarium, in frames of 9 square feet, surrounded by paint-
ings of the signs of the zodiac ; the system of wheel 
work being so contrived that a descending weight im-
£ s. d. 
parts motion to the whole 105 00 00 
2. An armillary sphere, composed of a series of circles to 
represent the supposed circles of the system of the world 
put together in their natural order 63 00 00 
Mechanics. 
1. A small carriage, (brass,) with inclined plane and wheels of 
different sizes, &c., to prove experimentally the friction, 




1. An imperial phantasmagoria, with arg11nd lamp, complete, 
including slides of different kinds ... - -
2. Palyscope or multiplying glass 
Repairs of instruments and contingencies 
Respectfully submitted, 
10 10 00 
2 12 00 
6 6 00 
4 00 




W. H. BARTLETT, 
Prof. Nat. and Ex. Philosophy. 
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(D.) 
UNITED STATES MILITARY AcADEMY, 
West Point, October 10, 1838. 
SIR : I have the honor to submit the following estimate of funds required 
for the year 1839, for the wants of the department under my charge, as at 
present organized, viz: 
For 1 surveying cross, best pattern - • 
For 1 gunter's chain, with iron arrows for pattern 
For 2 pocket ·measuring tapes - - - -
For 1 brass circular protractor, with 2 noniusses, and rack work 
adjustment 
For 1 set mahogany levelling staves, 6 feet long, with slide 
For repairs, &c., of mathematical instruments • 








A. E. CHURCH, 
Professor of Mathematics. 
To Major R. DELAFIELD, 
Superint ende1 tl. 
(E.) 
Estimate of e.1penditu1·es for the Department of Chemistry, as now 
organized, for the year 1839. 
Materials for experiments. 
Acid~, acetic, strong, 4. oz. at 50 cts. per oz. 
arsenious, 4 oz. at 12-~ cts. per oz. 
benzoic, 4 oz. at 75 cts. per oz. • 
boracic, 2 oz. at 50 cts. per oz. - . 
hydrochloric, pure, 10 lbs. at $1 25 per lb. 
hydrochloric, common, 20 1bs. at 25 cts. per lb. 
bydrocyannic, 1 oz. 
nitric, pure, 10 lbs. at $1 50 per lb., common, 20 lbs. 
at 37 t cts. per lb. 
nitrous, 2 lbs. at $1 50 per lb. -
oxalic, 4 oz. at 25 cts per oz. 
phosphoric, 1 oz. 
sulphuric, pure, 5 lbs. at $2 per lb. 
sulphuric, common, 4.0 lbs. at 10 cts. per lb. 
tartaric, 2 lbs. at $1 50 per lb. -
Alcohol, pure, 4 gals. at $2 50 per gal. -
common, 10 gals. at $1 per gal. 
Ammonia), concentrated, aqueous, 5 lbs. at $1 50 per lb. 
common, 4 lbs. at 75 cts. per lb. 





















A.mmonial, carbonate, 10 lbs. at 62! cts. per lb. -
hydrousulphate, 2 oz. at 50 cts. per oz. 
nitrate, 2 lbs. at $2 per lb. -
Qxatate, 2 oz. at 50 cts. per oz. 
succeriate, 2 oz. at $5 per oz. 
baryla, hydrochlorate of, 10 gr. at 25 cts. per gr. 
baryla nitrate, 4 oz. at 50 cts. per oz. -
baryla carbonate, 8 oz. at 50 cts. per oz. 
bismuth, 1lb. 
black flux, 2 lbs. at $1 per lb. 
bromine, 2 drams 
calcium, chloride of pisca, 11b. - -
calcium: pho~phunt, 5 los. at $1 50 per lb. 
Cobalt, nitrate of, 2 oz. at 50 cts. per oz. -
Copper, sulphate of, 5 lhs. at 20 cts. per lb. 
Ether, sulphuric, 8 pts. at $1 per pint 
Gold, chloride of, 1 dram -
Iron, various salts of 
I~ead • 
Litmus paper - · 
:Magnesia, various salts of 
Manganese, peroxids of, 10 lbs. at 20 cts. per lb. 
ercury, and various salts of it 
for mercurial trough, 40 lbs. -
Phosphorus, best, 10 oz. at 75 cts. per oz. 
Platinum, wire, foil, and salts -
Potassa, and various salts 
Potassuim, 500 drams -
Sodium, 600 &trams 
Silver, and various salts of it -
Soda. and salts of it 
Stroulia, and salts 
frin, various compounds 
Zinc, various compounds 
Specimens of rare or newly disovered minerals-
Contingencies -
A71paratus. 
Hell glasses, assortment of sizes, average 75 cts. each -
20 blow pipes, at 25 cts. each - - -
Crucibles, various kinds and uses 
Evaporating dishes, assorted sizes 
Funnels, glass, assorted sizes -
Graduated measures, different sizes 
Mattresses 
Retorts, plain, at $1 50 and 25 cts. 
Receivers, plain, &c., at $1 25 and 37!- cts. 
Glass tnhes, green and white - ""-



















































Purchase and trafrlsportation of minerals 
Reference books 
Marble mercurial trough 
Tools for working in brass, iron, and wood 
Amount brought over 
Total 
WEsT PoiNT, October 26, 1838. 
(F.) 






. $827 50 
J. W. BAILEY, 
Professor of Chemistry. 
WEST PoiNT, October 12, 1838. 
SIR: The following items will be required for the use of the drawing 
department of the United States Military Academy, for the year 1839, viz: 
Colored models for the second class - $100 00 
20 topographical casts, in cases with glass tops - - 100 00 
9 frames and glasses, for drawinos made by cadets, andre-
tained for the use of the depart~ent -
50 sheets of strong milled boards 
1 dozen cakes of water colors 
1 dozen sable brushes 








I would suggest the propriety of separating the estimate for the drawing 
department from those of chemistry and mathematics, which have hitherto 
been placed together, and might cause a difficulty to the above departments1 
in ascertaining the amount of unexpended money due to each. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBT. W. WIER. 
To Major R. DELAFIELD, 
Supt. United States Military Academy, eye. 
(G.) 
Estimate of funds required for the depm·trnent of tactics, at tl~eMilitary 
Academy, for the year commencing November 1, 1838. 
60 swords for cadets, at $6 $360 O<J. 
----
C. P. SJ\IIITH, 
To Major R. DELAFIELD, 
Capt. 2d Art., Instructor Tactics, M A. 
Supt. Military Academy. 
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(H.) 
UNITED STATES MILITARY AcADEMY, 
West Point, New York, October 23, 1838. 
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following estimate of funds re-
quired for the department under my charge, for the ensuing year: . 
Fo7' the artillery laboratory. 
For the purchase of oi~ quills, needles, thread, &c. 
For the pay of laborers - - - -
I 
Yours, respectfully, 





Major R. DELAFIELD, 
Lieut. Ist Artillery. 
Supt. U. S. Military Academy. 
(1.) 
Estimate for a reservoir to be constructed at West Point, New York, to con-
tain about 136,000 gallons. 
1,000 cubic yards of excavation, at 25 cents per yard • 
2,400 cubic feet dry walls, at 15 cents per foot -
4,840 cubic feet masonry, at 20 cents per foot -
220 running feet coping, at 50 cents per foot -
150 superficial yards puddling - -
1,800 feet of iron pipe, at 70 cents per foot 
M. 





- 1,260 0(} 
$3,148 00 ----
CuMBERLAND RoAD OFFicE, 
Springfield, Ohio, October 29, 1838. 
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report on the progress of 
the operations on the Cumberland road in Ohio, during the past year: 
Since the 30th September, 1837, the operations on this work have been 
continued, and the various contracts entered into during that year were 
completed and brought to a satisfactory close during the past winter and 
early part of the spring, when a suspension of further operations was ren-
dered necessary, by the exhaustion of the appropriation. Immediately after 
the passage ot the act of May 25th last, appropriating $150,000 for contin-
uing the construction of this work, the requisite public notices were issued, 
inviting p~oposals for the completion of the unfinished part of the road be-
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tween Columbus and Springfield, being the 18 miles included between the 
towns of Jefferson and Vienna, which was divided into five sections, and 
for the grading of four miles, west of Springfield, across the valleys of Mad 
river and Bartlett's run, and the adjacent hills to the 48th mile, requiring 
tnuch deep cutting and heavy embankments ; which work was divided into 
four sections, one including the grading and covering with six inches of 
metal of the 44th mile, lying partly withia the corporate -limits of the town 
of Springfield; and, also, for the continuation of the grubbing beyond the 
Miami and Still Water rivers. 
Contracts for the above work were duly concluded, and the operations 
commenced early in July. A contract was also, at the same time, entered 
into, on satisfactory terms, for the completion of the remaining masonry of 
the bridges over Mad river and Buck creek, and the culverts required to the 
48th mife. 
In the month of August, pursuant to public notice, contracts were entered 
into for building the wooden superstructure of the bridges in the valley of 
Mad river and the construction of a stone !;>ridge over Bartlett's Rocky run. 
The wooden super ructures are framed upon the lattice principle, and the 
Jnmber is to be of the best yellow poplar. 
The grade of the road passes the ravine of Bartlett's run, which is 300 
feet wide, at the maximum inclination, and 40 feet above its bottom. A 
wooden bridge being inapplicable at this point, and building stone abundant 
on the spot, an arched bridge of 30 feet span, with sustaining walls running 
entirely across the ravine and abutting against the rock on each side, was 
adopted, and put under contract for the sum of $30,000. Three wooden 
bridges, of 50 feet span, on stone abutments, for Donald's, Jackson's, and 
!\lad creeks, between Springfield and the Miami river, were put under con-
tract in the early part of this mouth. 
The most satisfactory proposals for the completion of the road between 
Columbus and Springfield, have exceeded in amount the estimate of last 
year, by $5,~62 85, arising, principally, from the uncertainty attending the 
upplies of grave!, the only available material along that division, the diffi-
culty of procuring it increasing rapidly as the road approaches its comple-
tion, and, also, fi·om the advanced state of the season, and the work requir-
ing to be completed this year. The contract price of the work west of 
pringfield, has about averaged that ~stimated as necessary. 
The grading and bridging of the four miles immediately west of this 
place, removes the chief, and almost only obstacle to the extension of the 
travel on the national road to the Miami river, which, with the additional 
steps to be taken this fall in regard to this section, will render it passable 
for the ordinary vehicles of the country. 
The grubbing out of 15 miles of the line to the 76th mile, inclusive, 
west of Columbus, is now under contract; which, when done, will leave 
still 20 miles to grub and clear. 
The road from Columbus to Springfield is now Macadrrmized throughout 
its whole extent, and thus the most serious obstacle to the travel during 
wet weather, on the great mail route from Wheeling to Cincinnati, en-
tirely removed. 
The laying of the last stratum of 3 inches of metal on the Y miles from 
Jefferson to 1 mile beyond Lafayette, has been completed. Six inches 
ere laid upon the 9 miles from thence to the town of Vienna, early in 
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~ 'eptember, and the balance of 3 inches required to complete them, is m 
the course of preparation, and will be put on about the last of the year. 
The 11 miles from Vienna to Springfield are completed, with the 9 inches 
of metal. There remains in addition only the attendance of rakers, and 
some s1i<rht repairs of the drainage to complete the whole division, which 
can be s7urendered to the State early in the ensuing spring. The quan-
tity of stone prepared on this division since the date of last report, is 21,504 
perches, and the quantity put upon the road in the same time, is 30,933 
perches. To the west of Springfield, 1,600 perches of metal have been 
prepared for the 44th mile, and about half of it covered with 6 inches. 
The grading of the 3 miles, in continuation to the 48th, including the cut-
ting and embanking of 67,000 cubic yards of earth, is now nearly com-
pleted. 
,-rhe contract for a portion of the masonry west of Springfield, has been 
atisfactorily closed, and 1,031!- perches laid in bridges and culverts to the 
48th mile. 
Of the grubbing west of this place, about 9 miles have been completed 
during the year. 
The lumber for the wooden bridges is now collecting, and will be all 
got out this winter, and dressed for seasoning. The work will be fitted, 
and the bridge put up late next season. A commencement has been made 
towards laying the foundations of the bridge and walls across Bartlett's 
run and ravine. No payments have yet been made upon the contracts for 
the bridges. 
rrhe available means of the past year have amounted to 
Of which there has been expended to the 30th September -
Leaving on the 30th September, 1838 - - -







"\Vhich will be applied to the continuation of the masonry west of Spring-
field, the preservation of the road during the winter, and contingencies. 
That part of the road in Ohio, now under the control of the United 
States, commences at the town of Jefferson, 14 miles west of Columbus, 
and is 82 miles in length to its termination at the State line. 'l'he 29 
· miles east of Springfield will shortly be completed, and relinquished to the 
State, leaving 50 miles which will then be under construction. It has 
been 0ndt!avored to carry on the work continuously, as far as it could be 
done consistently with the proper construction of the road, so that its 
utility might measurably keep pace with the amount of work performed. 
The grubbing, bridging, and grading should precede the Macadamizing by 
at least one year, in order that the grade may undergo the consolidation 
occasioned by the inclement weather of one winter, and the travel during 
that time ; and another season must be allowed for putting on and consol-
idatin~ the layers of broken stone, so that each mile of the road cannot be 
less than two years under construction before its final relinquishment. 
It is still believed that the cstmmte rendered two years since for the en-
tre completion of the road through this State, will be sufficient for that 
purpose, but this depends so much upon the amount of the annual appro-
priations, and the season at which they become available, as to render it 
uncertain that the ultimate cost of the road will not in the end exceed the 
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amount heretofore estimated as necessary. The subjoined estimate for 
the year 1839, is intended to cover the cost of such work as may, with 
slight exceptions, be finished within the year, although, if the amount were 
increased one-half, the advantages would be proportionally great, as enabling 
a larger amount of work to be put under contract, though the time of its 
completion should be extended beyond the above limit. 
It is proposed for the next year to complete the grubbing and bridging 
through the State, and to grade the road past the Miami and Still Water-
rivers to the 70th mile, inclusive, west of Columbus, for which the follow-
ing is esti!I)ated : 
Grubbing 20 miles - -
Wooden bridges and abutments 
Small arched stone bridges and culverts -









Which is is recommended to be appropriated for the continuation of 
this work during the year 1839. 
Respectfully submitted by your obedient servant, 
GEORGE DUTTON, 
Brig. Gen. C. GRATioT, 
Ckief Engineer. 
N. 
Captain U. S. Engineers. 
Memoir accompanying the annual reports of operations on the Cumber-
land road, in the States of Indiana and lllinois,for tlte year ending the 
30th September, 1838. 
CuMBERLAND RoAD OFFICE, 
Terre Haute, Indiana, October 15, 1838. 
SIR: I have the honor to enclose, herewith, the annual reports of opera-
tions, and the annual statements exhibiting the estimates, appropriations, and 
expenditures on account of the Cumberland road in the States of Indiana 
and Illinois, for the year ending the 30th September, 1838. 
CUMBERLAND ROAD, INDIAN A. 
Since the date of' the last annual report, the operations on this work have, 
with the exception of a short interval, during the last winter, been steadily 
prosecuted ; and have been conducted, principally, under the contract sys-
tem. The operations, under the day-labor system, have been confined, 
mostly, to the collection of materials for the Wabash bridge, and to the 
finishing of such works as had previously been brought near to a state of 
completion. During the fall of 1837, and the early part of the following 
winter, the weather was fine, the country was healthy, and the works were 
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pushed forward with considerable energy and despatch. During the latter 
part of the winter, and succeeding spring, however, the weather \vas less 
favorable to the operations, and but little progress was consequently made. 
On the lOth of June last, information was received of the passage of an 
appropriation of $150,000 for the continuation of the road in this State. 
Had not surveys, drawings, estimates, and specifications been prepared in 
anticipation of an appropriation, the lateness of the period at which it passed 
would have rendered it, small as it was, almost useless and nugatory during 
the present year. These preparations had been made, however, before the 
passage of the appropriation, and contracts were put out at Richmond, 
Indianapolis, and Terre Haute, as soon as the lettings could be advertised, 
and sufficient notice given. 
Of the contracts entered into, in 1837, the following statement is given: 
Near Rich- N(mr Indi- Near Terre 
mond. ana polis. Haute. 
Number of contracts entered into in 1837 12 10 6 
Number of above contracts completed 
and accepted - - - 8 7 4 
JXumber of above contracts forfeited or . 
relinquished - - - 3 3 2 
Number of above contracts existing and 
in process of execution - - 1 
Below is given the number of contracts entered into in 1838, as well as 
some of the more prominent works for which they provide. 
Number of contracts let in 1838 
Number of miles to be graded, about 
Number of miles to be Macadamized, 
about 
Number of bridges to be built 
Number of culverts to be built 
To which should be added repairs 
of bridges and culverts ; keeping 
road in repair, &c., &c. 
Near Rich- Near Indi- Near Terre 
mond. anapolis. Haute. 
2 
Estimated co'>t of above works 
Cost by contract 
- $35,535 95 $25,727 97 $34,967 15 
35,765 06 39,86~ 50 41,692 30 
Excess of contra.cts over estimates - 229 11 4,135 53 6,725 15 
The contracts on the eastern division of the road provide for its entire 
completion from Richmond to a distance of about 2! miles east, and for 
preparing the unfinished parts of the road between Richmond and Centre· 
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ville, for the reception of the metal. 'rhese contracts were taken at an 
advance upon the engineer's estimate of less than one per cent. They are 
all progressing rapidly, and, with some slight exceptions, quite favorably. 
The contracts on the middle division divided for the entire completion 
of the mile west, the mile through town, and the mile and a half imme-
diately east of Indianapolis. These contracts were let on the 2d of July, 
1838, to Messrs. Williams and Flint. From the exalted character of this 
firm as contractors on the Madison and Indianapolis railroad, and from 
their known and supposed resources, the superintendent felt assured that 
this part of the road would have been completed. Of the manner in which 
the work was carried on, reference is made to Lieutenant Welcker's report 
of the state of the road. The contracts were taken at an advance of more 
than 16 per cent. upon the engineer's estimate, and were all relinquished 
on the 6th of September, under the plea that the works were taken too low. 
The superintendent believing that it would prove injurious to the works 
on the road to relet them for completion by contract, directed that the mile 
west, the mile through Indianapolis, and a short distance immediately east 
of town, should be completed, without delay, by hired labor. The work 
is now progressing, and it is believed that, uotwithstanding the lateness of 
the season, it will be prepared to receive the travel by the 1st of December. 
The contracts on the western division provided for the entire completion 
of about one and a fourth mile of the road east of Terre Haute, for bridging 
Middle Lost and Dewee'£ creeks, and for grading about half a mile in the 
vicinity of the former ; Middle Lost creek being about five, and Dewee's 
creek about twenty-five miles enst of Terre Haute. These contracts were 
taken at an advance upon the engineer's estimate of nearly 20 per cent. 
The two contracts for bridging have been relinquished, under the plea that 
the work could not be done for the contract prices ; whilst those for metal-
ling, east of town: are progressing rapidly and favorably, and no doubt is en-
tertained of their final eompletion according- to contract. 
In 1837 a contract was entered into for the delivery of 8,000 perches of 
building stone, for the W ::tbash bridge. These stone were to be delivered at 
a point on the river about 20 miles below 'rerre Haute. During the early 
part of the present season, a steamboat, of shallow draught, and stone 
scows were employed in towing stone from this and another point 8 miles 
below Terre Haute, to the site of the bridge. But the contractor, finding 
that to procure stone of a suitable quality was more difficult than he had 
anticipated, abandoned his contract about the first of June. During the 
remainder of the boating season the boat and scows were employed in de-
livering building and prepared metalling stone to the crossings of the road 
at Terre Haute. These stone were <]Harried, prepared, and delivered by 
day labor. 
For a more particular description of the contracts entered into, and 
for a more minute detail of the works for which they provide, you are 
respectfully referred to a list of contracts euclosed and forwarded herewith. 
271 [I J 
Result of the eperations. 
' I Near Rich- Near Indi- Ne~r Terre 
monel. anapolis. Haute. 
Numberofmilesofroad completed, about 1 2 
Number of miles of grading completed, 
about - - - - 9 2 2! 
Number of perch~s of stone laid Jn 
bridges - - - - 1,169 - 134 
Number of perches of stone laid in cul-
verts - - - - 550 - 93 
Number of yards of earth excavation - : 49,200 - 22,214 
Number of yards of rock excavation - 7,7~0 
Number of yards made into embankment -~ 5l ,786 - 22,214 
Number of perches of metalling delivered t1,560 6,336 3,916 
Number of perches of metalling broken 5,150 7,206 1,500 
Number of rods of metalling laid on - ' 943 640 123 
Numb r of culverts built - - 6 - 2 
Number of bridges completed - - 3 - :· 2 
I 
On the eastern division of the road, bridges have been built over East and 
West Clear creeks. These bridges have stoue ahu tments and wooden su-
perstructures, of thirty feet span. ,-rhese ab 1tments, and an arched 
culvert in their vicinity~ have been built of ro k work. 'rhey have been 
neatly and substantially executed, and are fine pecimens of masonry. 
On the western division of the road the super trnctures of the bridges 
over West Lost and Clear creeks have been c nvleted ; the former is a 
bridge of 100, and the latter a bridge of 80 feet St)an. About 750 perches 
of building stone have been quarried and deliverl'd for the Wabash bridge. 
About 4,000 perches of stone hc..td been p1 cvioudy qnarried for this rridge, 
and the delivery will be commenced as soon as the river is again in naviga· 
-ble order. 
PRESENT CONDJ'riON OF THE WORK. 
For the present condition of the road, yon are respectfully referred to the 
following report of Lieutenant W elcker, of an inspection made in the latter 
part of August and early part of September : 
CuMBERLAND RoAD OFFICE, 
Terr~ Haute, lndiana, September 7, 1838. 
SrR: Agreeably to instructions I left thi'l place in the latter part of A -
gust, for the pnrpose of making an in~pection of he Cumberland road in 
Indiana, and, as the result of that inspection, beg leave to submit the fol. 
lowing report: 
It is believed that more than fonr-fifths of the grade, on the whole line 
of the road, has, at one time, been considered as finished ; but the soil, in 
many places, being light and porous, the water is absorbed and retained by 
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it, which makes it unfav<nable to the construction of a road, and renders it 
difficult to keep the grade in proper repair. At other points, where the road 
is located on the sides of hills, it is difficult to prevent the water falling upon 
the hill-sides from flowing upon the road and washing it to pieces. The 
grade, too, in the earlier construction 0fthe work was badly made; it was 
not raised to a snfficient height above the adjacent ground ; the ditches 
were not made of sufficient width, nor were they so constructed as to carry 
the water into the natural ravines and channels which would drain it away 
from the road. From the above causes, the grade, in many places, has been 
washed and cut to pieces, and is in an almost ruinous condition. Many 
such places occur in the " Beach flats" and " Black slashes," on the eastern 
division of th~ road, in the flat and level country between Indianapolis and 
Belleville, and on the_hill-sides immediately east of Deer creek and the Wal-
nut fork of Eel river, on the western division of the road. 'rhe road at 
the present time is perfectly dry throughout its whole extent, and, so far 
as the grade is concerned, may be passed without difficulty. But as soon 
as a rainy season comes on, the ruts and holes remaining in the grade will 
be filled up with water, and the road, in many places, will become (as it has 
'been) almost impassable. 'ro repair the grade which has thus been in-
jured, would require a very considerable outJay of money, and unless the 
-road was properly sodded and covered wi:th metal, the repairs which were 
made in one season would be washed and worn away before the next. 
Next to the Wabash, and its bottoms on the west, the greatest obstruc-
tions to travel are offered by Deer creek and the Walnut fork of Eel 
river. At ordinary times, these streams offer no serious impediments to the 
travel; but, having no bddges, either of a temporary or permanent charac-
ter, it is with the greatest difficulty that they can be crossed during the 
rainy seasons of the year ; and to bridge them, at as early a day as possi-
ble, seems to be called for by the most urgent necessity. 
Of the many permanent bridges, built during the earlier stages of the 
work, there are few, indeed, which will not, in a short time, require to be 
rebuilt, or to undergo extensive repairs. The same may be said of the old 
culverts, and of the temporary bridges generally along the line of the 
road. 
The bridges requiring immediate attention and repairs, are embraced in 
the following list : 
1st. White river bridge requires keying up; some of the wedges or keys 
have become loose and have fallen out; some of the string timbers under the 
flooring have become loose, and some are moved out of their proper 
·places. 
2d. A temporary bridge near Carthage, on 36th mile west division, is 
impassable; some of the flooring puncheons should be renewed. 
3d. Permanent bridge (uncovered) on 7th mile eastern division; flooring 
plank rotten, and broken into dangerous holes. 
4th. Permanent bridge (uncovered) on 8th mile east division; flooring 
.plank rotten, and broken into dangerous holes. 
5th. Pole bridges on 25th mile east division, in very bad order. 
6th. Temporary bridge on 26th mile east division, dangerous; string 
-:timbers broken. 
7th. Temporary bridge over Blue river, at Knightstown, dangerous, and 
·will be impassable in a short time, if not repaired . . 
- .• ~-~~~~.qr;-iii~--01"! ... -~- ~.... , ..... _ __. ... ~- -··-·· -
" . . 
273 [ I ] 
With the exception of the rock-excavation on the vVhitewater blnffs, the 
work on the eastern division at Richmond, is fast progressing towards its 
completion. 'fhe grading, draining, and bridging between Richmond and 
Centreville (a distance of six miles) was let in 1837, and is nearly com-
pleted. The road through the towns of Richmond and Centreville has 
been graded, paved, and Macadamized, and adds much to the appearance 
and convenience of those places. 
From the town of Richmond, to a distance of about three miles east, the 
grade of the road was completed during the last, and the early part of the 
present season; and nearly the whole of the distance is now under con-
tract for metalling. This work is progressing with considerable despatch; 
but the manner in which it is e.:ecuted is not free from objection. 'rhe 
metal is badly broken ; and in preparing the metal-bed, the whole of the 
hard crust was removed from the top of the grade, and the stone was 
thrown upon the soft earth below, without previously admitting the travel 
upon it. Should the season continue dry, and should the travel be well 
regulated upon the first stratum, which is now laid on, it is possible that 
the metal bed will become consolidated at the same time with the layer of 
stone which covers it.* 
Bnt if, on the contrary, the season should prove wet, the travel must 
either be excluded. from the road or managed with extreme caution ; other-
wise there is great danger that the metal will be buried and lost. The atten-
tion of the assistant engineer was directed, in a particular manner, to theso 
points. The travel bas, also: been excluded from the grade on the greater 
portion of the distanca between Richmond and Centreville; in consequence 
of which the road is unconsolidated. and is in bad condition to stand the 
travel and the rains and frosts of winter. Directions were left to ndmit the 
travel on this part of the road immediately, and to have it well regulated 
with barriers, &c. 
On the middle division, at Indianapolis, the work has progressed slowly 
indeed. The contrnctcq· has not, at any time, employed a sufficient force ; 
nor bas he complied with his contract as to the time of laying on the first 
coat of ffi(!tul. It is true that domestic afflictions have prevented the con. 
tractor from devoting his personal attention to the work; and it is also. 
true, that the almost unparalleled sickness of the country has rendered it 
difficult to procure a sufficient force. But it is not believed that all has 
been done which might have been done. 'fhe contractor is now on the 
ground, however, and, in a few days, his conduct will give sufficient indi-
cation as to whether or not he will complete his contracts within the time 
specified. 
Should he fail to increase his force immediately, and to prosecute the 
work with energy, it is respectfully recommended that his contracts be con-
sidered as forfeited: and, should such a course be deemed admissible, under 
existing laws and regulations, it is further recommended that the work now 
nnder contract at Indianapolis be pushed to a speedy completion under the 
day-labor system. Such a course seems to be urged by weighty considera-
tions: some of the works at that point are now under contract for the third 
time, anu the remainder are under contract a second time ; and yet there i"M 
*The embankments on this portion of the road were completed abont the same time the 
contracts wera made for puttmg on tlw metal; and to guard against any injury that ~i~ht re·1 
sult from the settling of the embankments, the centre of the metal bed was made s1x mches 
higher at this than at any other point on the line of the road. 
18 
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scarcely a prospect that they will, even now, b~ completed. Much of the 
work heretofore done consisted of grading, preparing metal bP-d, &c., all of 
which was lost owing to tbe failure of former contractors; and tbe work 
clone by the present contructor partakes largely of the s:tme character. 
Should, therefore, another failure take place, another loss mnst inevitably 
ensue. It is scarcely possible that sufficient notice could be given, so that 
the contpcts could be relet, aud that two con rses (which are indispeBsably 
necessary) .could be put on during the present season. 'l'he only alterna-
tive, then, seems to be to commence the work, immediately, by the day-labor 
system, and to push it to a speedy completion. 
On the western division, at Terre Hante, the rem:1.ining contracts of 
1837 have just been completed, and the contracts of 1838, for metalling east 
of the town, are progressing favorably, both as regards the time and man-
ner of their execution. The first cotu:5e of metal has been well broken; it 
has been partly laid on, on both sections under contract, and the remainder 
of the course will doubtless be completed in ad\rance of the time specified 
in the contracts. · 
All of which is respectfully submitted by your obedient servant, 
GEO. L. WELCKER, 
Capt. C. A. OGDEN, 
Superintendent, 9•c. 
Lt. U. S. Engineers. 
The state of the road corresponds with the observation of the superin-
tendent in June, with the following exceptions. At that time. from heavy 
and continuous rains, the road was barely passable: from the twelfth to the 
eighteenth, and from the thirty-eighth to the forty-first mile of the eastern 
division, and all the remainder of that division very bad. 
On the western division the road, from the fourth to the eighteenth mile, 
was barely passable ; from the eighteenth to the thi1 tieth, bad; and the re-
maiuder in good travelling order. . 
'l'o the causes gtven in the report of Lieutenant W elcker, for the present 
rninous state of the road, may be added the want of a proper care in pro-
tecting the grade that had been finished, up to the winter of 1835. The 
greater part of this was finished late in the fall: and was mnch injured 
by the winter's travel; still, it could have been repaired and kept in order 
at a comparatively small expense, bad not the superintendent beeu restricted 
in his operations by the act making nppropriations for 1836. In the spring 
of 1837, to have put the entire road in good travelling- order, would have 
absorbed the appropriation for that year ; and the snme remark may be ap-
plied to the present year. Such being the case, combined with the difficulty 
of making disbursements at points remote from the banks, (to whose agency 
he was indebted for the performance of this duty,) the superintendent deter-
mined, in the spring of 1837, as a settled policy, to make no expenditures 
between the points of active operation, at Richmond, Indianapolis, and 
Terre Haute, after completing some unfinished culverts and securing the 
materials, &c. on the road. He has, however, recently found it necessary 
to repair some of the permanent and temporary bridges, lest the travel 
should be turned entirely from the road. 
RESOURCES OF THE COUNTRY ADAPTED TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF ROADS. 
Under the above head the remarks of the last annual report were full and 
·eomplet~ . . Since the date of that report, no important changes have taken 
-- ~- ,_. - -----
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place in the prices of labor• nor have any discoveries of importance been 
made of materials adapted to the construction of the work. It is believed, 
however, that at those points when~ limestone, for metaHing, would be 
most difficult to procure, its place may be fully supplied by the use of 
boalders, and by the round stone and pebbles to be obtain?d from the beds 
of streams, and from the gravel -banks in the vicinity of the road. The 
country is constantly increasing in population and in wealth, and is rapidly 
improving in almost every respect. 
For an account of the increase of population, and of the general growth 
and improvement of the country along the line of the road, I would respect-
fully refer you to a statistical table forwarded herewith. 
FUNDS, ESTIMATES, &c. 
From annual statement No. I, forwarded herewith, it will be seen that 
the available funds amount to the sum of - $108,519 46 
That the sum to be paid on existing contrar.ts 
~mounts to $46,870 31 
That for completing the works at Indianapolis, by 
hired labor: there has been set apart the sum of 29,863 50 
Leaving, for the collection of materials for the 
Wabash bridge; for meeting contingent ex-
penses, and for making such alterations and ad-
ditions to existing contracts as may be found ne-
cessary during the progress of the works, the 
sum of 31,785 65 
---$108,519 46 
Below is given a plan of operations which it is proposed to adopt for the 
continuation of the Cumberland road in Indiana, during the year 1839, 
and upon which is founded the estimate of the amount required for its con-
tinuation during that year. 
"rhe sums given in the following estimates are about such as are be-
lieved to be adequate to defray the expenses of the work. It is more than 
probable, however, that the prices set forth in the contractors' bids would 
exceed those of the engineer's estimate; and, consequently, that the money 
now asked for would necessarily be expended in the completion of a shorter 
division of the road. 
Near Richmond. 
To complete entirely the road between Rich-
mond and Centreville, viz: To 1\lacadamizcl 6 
miles of road, the grading, draining, and 
bridging of which has been finished, and 
which is injuring for want of metallic cover $54,000 00 
To prepare the road between Centreville and 
Dublin for metallic cover, viz: Grading 
11 miles and building culverts - - 33,000 00 
Building large arch cui vert and four bridges 
. of 100, SO, SO, and 30 feet span - - 38,000 00 
'125,000 00 . 
, ' 
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Near Indianapolis. 
To complete entirely 20 miles of the road, 
viz: 10 miles east of town, and 10 miles 
west of the present finished road - • - $200,000 00 
Near Terre Haute. 
To complete entirely 7i miles of road east of 
town, viz: Macadamizing from termination 
of existing contracts to 62d mile board, the 
grading and draining of which is finished, 
and which is injuring for we~.nt of the me-
tallic cover, and to complete two bridges, 
each 60 feet span -
To prepare 5 miles for the metallic cover, viz : 
Grading between 62d and 57th mile boards, 
building culverts and two bridges of60 and 




------ 125,000 00 
Wabash bridge. 
To colkct and prepare materials for this 
bridge 50,000 00 
50,000 00 
Total amount required for 1839 500,000 00 
It is respectfully recommended that the above sum of $500,000 be appro-
priated for the continuation of this work, without dimunition or delay. 
CUMBERLAND ROAD, ILLINOIS. 
The operations on this work have been conducted, during the past year, 
entirely under the contract system, and at no period since the date of the 
last annual report, have they been entirely suspended. They have con-
sisted, principally, of grading, on the eastern and western divisiOns of 
the road ; masonry, quarrying, hauling, cutting, and laying stone in 
bridges and culverts ; carpentry, getting out and preparing timber, 
framing superstructures of bridges, &c., &c. 
The operations in all of the above branches continued, without inter-
ruption, for a period of about six weeks after the date of the last annual re-
port ; and, during the whole of that time, they were pushed forward with 
considerable energy. About the middle of l'ovember the rainy season 
commenced, and the operations of grading were, in consequence, sus-
pended ; the quarry roads became almost impracticable, and the operations 
of hauling were likewise suspended. In the other brunches the operations 
were continued, with but partial succes5, throughout the remainder of the 
fall, and during the following winter and spring. 
In May last, the works which had been previously suspended, were re-
sumed ; and, since that time, they have generally been conducted with as 
much activity, and have been attended with as much success as the many 
causes tending to retard and embarrass them would seem to permit. The 
weather co:atinued wet and cold throughout the whole of the spring. In 
•. 
- -- -- ~~ - - - -- -- -
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June, from heavy and continued rains, the rivers and small streams became 
unusually high; the country was partially inundated by water; the site~ 
of many of the bridges and culverts were overflowed, and the works much 
disturbed and retarded. In July and August, the swarms of flies which in-
feet the prairies were exceedingly numerous, and rendered the employment 
of horses and cattle, for the purposes of grading and hauling, almost im-
prncticahlc. During the months of August and September, and up to the 
present time, the whole country has been visited by sickness to an unusual 
and alarming extent, and has rendered it impossible to employ a sufficient 
force upon the works. 
Most of the above causes have been more seriously felt upon the western 
than upon the eastern division of the road. 
About the lOth of June last, information was received of the passage of 
all appropriation of $150,000 for the continuation of this work. The ne-
cessary snrveys, drnwings, estimates, and specifications, having been pre-
viously mnde, the snperi1itendent was enabled to let out contracts as soon as 
sufficient notice could be given, and thereby greatly to facilitate the opera-
tions during the remainder of the season. 
The following is a statement of the number of contracts entered into in 
the year 1837. 
Number of contracts entered into in 1837 -
Number of above contracts completed and 
accepted 
Number of above contracts relinquished or 
forfeited 
Number of above contracts existing and in 














Below is given Lbe number of contracts let in 1838, together with some 
of the princtpal works for which they provide. 
Number of contracts let in 1838 
Number of miles to be graded, about 
NumbC'r of bridges to be built 
~ nmber of culverts to be buih 
To which should be added repairs of brid_2;es 
and cnl verts, keeping road in repair, &c. 
&c. 
Estimated cost of above works 
Cost by contract -
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From the above statement it will be seen that the contracts on the east-
ern division of the road were taken at an advance upon the engineer's 
estimate of nearly 20 per cent. They have, thus far, progressed favorably, 
and hopes are entertained that the works put under contract this year, as 
well as those under existing contracts of the previous year, will all be com-
pleted according to agreement. 
On the western division of the road the contracts were taken at an ad-
vance upon the engineer's estimate of nearly 40 per cent. The progress 
upon some of these works has not been such as to give entire satisfaction; 
but this, perhaps, hal) been mainly owing to the retarding causes en nmera-
ted above, and it is still believed that most of the works put under contract 
during the present season, as well as most of those under existing con-
tracts of the previous year, will be finished at the time specifiecl. 
Several of the sections put under contract during the present season 
were the relinquished contracts of the previous year; and it is to this 
circnmstallce, perhaps, that is mainly to be attributed the extravagant 
rates at which they were taken. For more particular information, you 
are respectfully referred to a statement of contracts forwarded h~rewith. 
Result of the operatious. 
. 
Number of miles of road completed, about 
Number of culverts completed 
Number of perches of stone laid in bridges 
and culverts 
Number of perches of stone deli vercd in ad. 
dition to that which has been laid 
Nnmber of feet of stone cut 
Ntanber of cnbic -yards of excavation 
Number of cnbic yards made into embauk-
ment 






















With the exception of a few miles on the (Jkstern division of the rond, 
the operatioJJs ha\'e extended from the State line to a distnnce of about 15 
miles west. On thiE; division one mile bas been completed and accepted 
within the year, and several others are nearly finished. Four culverts 
have been completed, and four others nearly finished. 'The foundations 
for the abutments of four hri~s have all been secured, and four of the 
abutments nearly completed. 
Ou the western division of the road the operations have extended from 
Vandalia (its present termination) to a distance of about 17 miles east. 
On this division two miles have been completed and accepted within the 
year, and the grade of five additional miles has been nenrly finishPd One 
culvert bas been completed, and fonr others nearly finished. The founda-
tions for the abutments of the Kaskaskia bridge have been secured; one of 
-------
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the abutments has been raised above the lower" askew back, and the other 
above high water mark. rrhe grade of the Kaskaskia bottom bus been 
raised to such a height that the travel may pass ovE:r it, at all seasons of the 
year, with ease and safety. The timber for the L uperstrncture of the J{a~kns· 
kia bridge has been delivered, and the framing completed. A great portion 
of the timber for large bridges in the Kaskaskia bottom has been delivered, 
and the framing partly done. 
PRESENT CONDITION OF THE ROAD. MATERIALS ADAPTED TO ITS 
CO~S'I'RUCTION. 
For information in relation to the above, I wou1d respectfully refer you 
to the following n~port of Lieut. Welcker, of an inspection made m the 
latter part of September : 
CuMBERLAND RoAD OFFicE, 
Terre Jiaute, lndia.ru:.., September 28, 1838. 
Sm: Having made an inspection of the CnmlJP-rland road ii1 Illinois, 
agreeably to instmctions, and lmving receutly returned to this place, I now 
beg leave to subm:t, as the resnlt of ihat inspection, tile following rPport: 
The conntry through which the road pnsses, is one \vhich offers little 
inducement to the ngricnltnrist, bnt the 5oil, in general, is one \Vhicll is ad-
mirably ndapted to the construction of roads. 
From the State line to a distance of ahout t\venty-five miles west, the 
country is hilly and broken, and is coverf'd by a growth of timber in which 
the different species of oak largly predominate. 'l'he same character of 
country is fonnd in the immediate vicinjty of the forks of the Embarrass, 
and nlso for a few nJiles east and west of d1e LJttle vYabash river. Of the 
remainin-!4 country through which the rond passes, by far the greater por-
tion consisrs of level prairies, many of which are flat, a!JU liable to become 
wet and extreme! y mnddy. Such is not, ho\Vever, the case at present, for as 
the road is now travelled, a carriage wheel \vonld not be soiled l1y mnd, or 
moistened by water, from Big cn•ek to the Kaskaskia river, a distance of 
more than SO miles. 
The soil is generally a dense white or grayish clay, mixed with sand, in 
different proportions, and when thrown -np, consolidates reRdily, becomes 
firm and smooth, and makes a delightful road. Exceptions to the above 
are fimnd, however, m the alluvial soils on the river& and smaller streams, 
and in the hills where deep excavations are made. In the latter is found a 
dem:e red or brovmish clay, mixed with gravel; which, when dry, is ex-
tremely hard and difficl1lt to excavate, but when wet, it retains the nwisture 
for a 9:reat length of time, and works into a deep tenacious mud, through 
which the travel passes with the grcrttest difficulty. Even upon the prairies, 
and in the level timbered lands, the best soi l ft)f the construction of roRds 
is fonnd ne.:~r the surface. After descend in~ some twelve or fourteen inches 
into the earth, a yellow or reddish clay is fnund, \Vhir.b does not cons.olidate 
so ensily: absorhs the water more readily, retains the moisture for a greater 
length of t1 me, works into a sticky clay or tenacious mud, and for the pur-
poses of road constructio11, is in every respect inferior to the whitish clay 
fonnd above. rl'his circumstance plainly iudicntes the propriety of making 
the cuts ands.fills along the line of the road as slight as po"'sible, nlwayn 
taking care: however, that t be other conditions of a go0d road are fnlfilled. 
By pnrsning this course, a better road is obtained, and nt a less expense. 
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'l'he road has been clearetl and grub1Jed throughout its whole extent; 
but, in the hilly and broken sections of country, there are several places 
where (for want of either bridges, culverts, or grading) the travel does not 
pursue the immediate line of the rond, but follows by-ways, which leave the 
road and intersect it again at short intervals. These portions of the rouu 
on which there is no travel, have generally grown ll r with a dense growth 
of small oak and hickory, varying in height from a few inches to twelve or 
fifteen feet, and which must. be removed as the road advances towards its 
completion. 
rrhose portions of tbe road upon which the grading has been considered 
as finished, are generally confined to the level di~tricts of country, whether 
timbered or prairie. The grnding· of the hilly and broken districts haf> gene-
rally been deferred un~il suitable bridges and culverts conld be erected, to 
which the grade must fiwtlly l·e mude to correspond. In nearly all cases, 
however, where bridges or culverts have been constructed, the grade has 
been so inr finished ns to admit the travel to pass freely over them. 
At the present timt>, the hilly and broken portions of the road offer the 
most serious impeditTlcnts to the travel. 'Vhcre the grnde has heeu partially 
made, at points where no grading bas been done, nud in the little by-ways 
which avoid the more difficult j1nrts of the road, there are many plnces 
where the track has been worn by travel, and cut by ht·nvy and washing 
rains, to such a degree thnt they are passed with diilicnlty, if not with danger. 
To pretend to keep all such plncPs in com tant and proper repair, would 
be to scatter the small appropriatiOns btcly made nlm1g the whole line of the 
road, without bringing the vorork any nearer to its completion. The expen-
ditnre would be made for objects which could utford only temporary bene-
fits ; and the little i mprovemelliS th ns attE,mpted \vould be washed nnd \VOrn 
away, from month to month, ns fast as they were rnnde. To adopt such a 
course would be to abandon the constr11ction of the work nnd convert the 
whole matter into a complete system for the repair of a road \V hich had 
never been made. 
In the level districts of country, the road: at the present time, is nearly as 
good where no gradi11g has been done, as wlwrc the grade has l1eeu made. 
'11 he whole country is perfectly dry; and, in these level districts; the whole 
of the road is firm n.ud smooth. 
In most seasons of tbe yenr, howevt~r, the case is entirely differetlt. The 
water falling upon the level ground, where no grnding has beeu done, fillds 
no drain or other means of escape, and n1ust remni11 npon the surface, until 
it passes away by evnroration, or is absorbed i11to the enrtl1; duriug the 
whole of which time tl1e road is exceedingly muddy, nncl alrno~t impns~nhle. 
But wheu the grade has been made: the water i~ drained iuto tbe ditches, nnd 
flows away; the earth thrown into the road raises it above the level of the 
adjacent ground and water, consolidates reudily, aud prrsents a firm snr-
face, over which the travel passes with comparnt i ve ease. 
Although there are still mnny tedions and ditlicuit places, yet the road, 
taken altogether, has never been in better, nor even in as good order as at 
the present. 'l'he mail is transported upon it, tri-weekly, in two -horse post-
coaches, between this place nud Vandalia; and tbe ntnnber of emigrants 
now travelling upon it is belic,·ed to be considerably greater tbnn at any 
former period. 
The wooden superstructures of m0st of the bridges constructed prior to 
the year 1834, are no\v supported upon trestles, where they will probably 
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remain secnre, until new abutments can be placed under them, and until 
the superstructures themselves can undergo such repairs as will render 
them more permanent and secure. 
'I'he masonry of the old hridges and culverts is of the most wretched 
chilracter; the materials are entirely worthless, and even worse than worth-
Jess, for the fragments which 11ow lie scattered around these old structures 
must be removed, at considerable expense, to mnke way for the new. Most 
of these old structures are now in ruins; not a perch of the masonry can 
be considered as permanent, and not a stone can be permitted to remain 
nnturnerl, where it is. 
Bnt few temporary bridges have been constructed on the road within the 
limits of this State, and these few are still in passable condition. There 
is one, however, across the Little "\Vabash river, which will need some 
repairs to render it secure. It is snpported upon pens, filled with stone. 
One of these pens has been partially undermined by the force of the cur-
rent, and if its further undermining is not prevented, it will tumble down, 
and the bridge must fall. It can be secnred, at a slight expense, by filling 
in around its base with brush and heavy stone: and an importallt benefit 
will thns result to the travd. 
The contracts on the eastern div1sion of the road, in the neighborhood 
of Marshall, extend from tlte State line to a distance of about fifteen milef:: 
west, nnd (with the exception of re-building a few old culverts, which will 
stand for a tirne, and of grading the 12th section, about a mile in length, 
and not let fo< want of funds) provide for the grading; draiuing, and 
bridging of this portion of the road. 
The operations under the contracts on this division of the road have 
generally progressed f:tvorably, and with considerable despatclt. Tbe 
country being hilly and broken, deep excavations and heavy embankments 
are to be made; and in ahandm}ing the work at the commencement of 
winter, there is dang-er that the road will be left in a condition unfavorable 
to the travel. \Vhilst ti1e operations are progressing, it is not unusual for 
the excavations to be made concave towards the centre of the road, which 
causes the water to flow in upon it: and render it, at times, nlmost impas-
sable. In abandoning the work fer a season, cnre should always be taken 
to leave the road highest in the ccutre, so that the water may flow off from 
it, and Jea \'e it as firm and dry as possible. 
Instances wrre discovered, in which two of the contractors for masonry 
have been guilty of a departure from their contracts and specifications. 
These were in the masonry of the bridges over Little and Hawks creeks, 
on the eastern division of the road. Whilst making the inspection, such 
parts of the masonry were pickeJ and torn away as \Vere necessary to the 
romplcle detection and exposure of the fraud, and the attention of the con-
tractors and masons was called to the point. Measures have already been 
taken to in~nre the re-laying of the masonry, according to the specifica-
tions; and by wl1ich the contractors will be subjected to the forfeiture, and 
the masons to tlw penalty provided for in the contracts. 
'ebe contraets on the western division of the road extend from Vandalia 
to a distance of a0out seventeen miles east, and, with the exception of the 
lOth section, (about a mile in length, and recently abandoned by the con-
tractor,) they provide for the grading, draining, and bridging of this por-
tion of the road. Owing to the slight popnlation in the vicinity of the 
road, and to the general and almo~t unparalleled sickness of the conntry, 
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the contractors have not been able to employ a sufficient force. The opera-
tions have progressed slowly, but the work has generally been well exe-
cuted. A single exception has occurred. In laying the masonry of a 
culvert, the co11tractors attempted to practise a fraud, which was detected 
by the assistant engineer. 'rhe masonry was re-laid according- to the 
specificatious, and the contractors have already been subjected to the for-
fcitme provided for in their contract. 
The contractors for building the new, and for rebuilding one of the old 
bridges, in the Kaskaskia bottom, have not delivered all the materials. 
The foundations for the abutments have not been laid, nor have the pits 
been opened to receive tsem. Should they not succeed in securing the 
foundations during the short period that now remaius of the present fall, 
it is more than probable that they will not be able to eomple th~work with-
in the time specified, and that their coutracts will be forfeited. 
The portion of the road on the western division, now under contra('t, is 
generally level and easily graded; but the country being open and smooth 
for mi!es in extent, it is almost impossible to confine the travel upon it; 
and there is danger that the new grade will not be well consolidated before 
the commencement of the winter. 
Two qnarries of stone are reported to have been discovered on the west-
ern divisiou of the road, but they have not, as yet, been sufficiently tested 
to judge accurately, either as to the quality or quantity of stone they 
may nfford. 
A qnarry bas recently been opened in the neighborhood of 1\larshall, 
from which stone has been obtained of a supelior quality, and it bids fa.ir 
to prove qnite an acquisition to the works of masonry on the eastern di-
vision of the road. 
Tho masonry of the cuhrerts and bridges recently constrncted, and of 
those now constructing, fornB a striking contrast with that of th e works of 
a f0rrncr period. 'l'he materinl5 have been selected with great care, and 
they are, undoubtedly, the best tbat the country affords. Kor has n less 
important chang-e taken place in the mechanical execution of the works 
than in the m~terials of which they are constructed. rrhe abutrnents of 
the Kaskaskia bridge, as far ns laid, may be cited as specimens of superior 
masonry. Nor is the masonry found in several of the \Vorks on the eastern 
division of tile road far inferior to it, whether as regard s the strength and 
durability of the \Vorks or the neatness of manner in which they have been 
executed. 
No expenditures have been nntborized by law for the purpose of Macad-
amizing the roAd within tbe limits of this State. At the nxptratinn, th ere· 
fore, of <>xisting contracts, the rand, with the exceptions given uhovo, 
will be as far completed as authorized by law, from the State line to a dis-
tance of fifteen miles west, and from Vandalia to a distance of se\·enteen 
mi!Ps east. 
The nhove report is most respectfully submitted by yonr ohcdierlt servant, 
GEO. L. WELCKER, 
Capt. C. J\. 0GDEJ\', 
Su;Jerinteudent, <J·c. 
Lieut. Uuited States Engineer. 
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FUNDS, ESTIMATES, &c . 
. From annual statement No. 1, forwarded 
herewith, it will be seen that the available 
funds amounted, on the 30th of September, to 
That the sum to be paid on existing contracts 
- $268,624 53 
arnonnted to - - - -
Leaving for contingent expenses, and for 
making necessary alterations and additions 




Below is given a plan of operations which it is proposed to adopt for the 
con tin nation .of the Cumberland road in Illinois during the year 1839, and 
upon which is based the estimate of the amount required for that year. 
'rhese estimates are believed to be fair, yet it is by no means certain that 
the work will be executed, by contract, at the engineer's estimates. 
Eastern division of the road. 
To complete entirely 25 miles ofthe road, viz: grading 12th 
mile; grading from 15th to 38th mile, inclnsi ve; con· 
strncting culverts on the same; building large bridges 
over North 1::<-,ork and Main Ernbarrass rivers, and con-
strncting several smaller bridges - - $ 165,000 00 
JiVesteru division of the road. 
To complete entirely 13 miles of the road, viz: grading 85th 
mile; grading hom 73d to 62d mile, inclusive; con-
structing culverts on the sart'\e; buildiug n bridge of 150 
feet span over Little vVabash ri \'er; and constructing 
several smaller bridges 135,000 00 
Total sum required for 1839 - $300,000 00 
REIVIAilKS. APPLICABLE TO THE ROAD IN .EOTH STATES. 
Should the appropriations requested for 1839 be granted, they wilJ, to· 
getber with the parts finished, and those unde'r contract, complete about 
4.3 miles of the rnad in Indi'ana: and abont 67 miles in Illinois ; and tbe 
propriety of making ~llTangements with these States by which the road, as 
fini,hed, may be turned over, in ten mile sections, is respectfully suggested. 
The appropriations recommended are such us are deemed esse11tial to 
the proper progress of the works, and it is hoped that they will be granted 
without abatement or delay. · 
The importance of this road, and its general utility as a work of pnblic 
improvement, are daily becoming more apparent and c:.:e1 tain. 'The travel 
npon it, which hns heretofore been immense, has been almost doubled 
within a single season. 
Emigrants are thronging the road by hundreds and nlmost thousands 
in a body, and the vast portions of travel and emigration, \Vhich ha~;·e 
heretofore diverged from it, and pursued the different north western routes, 
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are constantly diminishing, and are now following this road even to the 
end of its location. 
Bridges and other improvements, of a temporary nature, have been con-
structed with a view of accommodating the travelling public. 'l'hese im-
provements were made with the expectation that, before they would decay 
and cease to be useful, they could be removed, and replaced by others of 
a permanent character. \Vith the small and untimely appropriations which 
have lately been made, and under the many embarrassing circumstances 
which have attended this work, this has been impossible. Many of them 
are already partially decayed, and slight repairs have become necessary. 
To continue to repair and rebnild these works, and to keep the whole line 
of the road in good travelling order, would annually absorb a small nppro-
priation \:vithout bringing the work any nearer to it$ final completion. 
Under these circumstances, and with this view of the case, the superinten-
dent bas resolved, as a general rule, to mnke 110 expenditures except at the 
ditfe1eut points of active operations, and to endeavor to complete the road, 
in continuous portions, \Vith a view of turning it over to the States. By 
pursuiug this course, he will, with the aid of time] y and liberal appropri-
ations, be able to complete the road and turn it over to the States without 
incurring any heavy expenditures in the nature of repairs. Shonld, how-
ever, the appropriations continue small and unseasonable, the operations 
must progress slowly, and, before snffi.cient portions of the road can be 
finished to tnrn over to the States, the parts first completed will reqnire 
additional expenditures in the nature of repairs. 
\Vith timr.ly and liberal appropriations, contractors. of capital and expe-
rience could be induced upon the road': laborers and mechanics, seeing a 
prospect of constant employment, could be brought from a distance, and, 
instead of nncertain and tardy operations, tbe work could be pushed for-
ward with regularity and vigor. 
At the differeut points of active operations the constant employment of 
assistant engineers, and other agents qualified to superintend the different 
works nuder construction, is absolutely necessary. 
'rhe contingeut expenses, thus incnrred, will he the same, whether the 
apprupriations are large or small, and whether the operations are tardy, 
and confined td a few miles, or whether they are active, and extended npon 
many. If this work is to be finished, th!~ sooner it can be done tbe better. 
'This is ti'IH', whether considered in regard to its public and general ntility; 
to the benefits that will result from its construction to the General Govern-
ment; to tbe immense advantages that will flow from it to the immediate 
country through which it passes; or, fina11y, whether considered in regard 
to the cheapness and economy of its construction. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Gen. C. GRATioT, 
Chief Engineer. 
C.A. OGDEN, 
Capt. Corps of Engineers. 
~· ·. 
N 2 . 
.., STATISTICAL TABLE 
OF T HE 
CUMBERLAND ROAD IN INDIANA. 
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N 2- .Statistical table of tlte Cumberlaud Toad in Indiana, e:d~·ibiting 
tion :' population in l R30 and 1 S38; with the gene-
COUNTIES. 
..a 0 <Xi = M 
QJ ~ s N ·;:; .s .s ro 
Names. l:." s:: ~ Face of the country. 
0 .9 .s 
s:: ] ~ Q) ::; ~ ::;1 
~ 0.. 0.. 0 0 
0-4 0-4 -------- ----------------------
(Rolling, undulating, well watered, and fertile; one ofl 
1 the wealthiest counties in the State, possessing a great I 
·wayne - 1810 18,571 31,500 \ quantity of water power and numerous manuractur- )> 
~ ing establishment,, Limestone is found in abund· I 
ance, well adapted w the <-onstruction of roads. J 
Henry - 1821 6,497 13,000 ) Level, fertile, well adapted to grazing, but ill adapted 1 l to the construction of roads. J 
Hancock - 1828 1,436 5,000 ~Level; soil good and heavily timbered. Ill adapted "to~ the construction of roads. 
{Level; populous, fertile; numerous manufacturing es·j 
Marion - 1821 7,192 18,000 tablishments, and exports largely, and is traversed )> 
1 through its whole extent by Whlle river and other J 
l streams; ill adapted to the construction of roads. 
Hendricks- 1823 3,975 8,000 ~Broken; not so flat or fertile as Marion; exports con-~ 
siderable ; ill adapted to the construction of roads. 
(Broken, undulating; well watered, p~ssessiug great 1 
Putnam - 1821 8,262 17,000 ~ mineral resources, inducting iron ore; c0al, lime 1.. • stune, and marble; h ·1s water power in abundance; J 
l well adapted to the construction of roads. . 
~ Rolling, undulating; well watered, but not fertile; bas~ 
Clay - 1825 1,616 5,000 some limestont~ quarries; well adapted to the con-
struction of roads. 
~Level, very fertile; rapidly improving, and is settled by~ 
Vi go - 1816 5,766 15,000 a wealthy population; well adapted to the construe-
tion of roads . 
. 
* A healthy and flourishing post-town, settled principally by Quakers; a branch of the State 
Bank is located here. The imports of Wayne county, during the present year, were $455,000. 
The exports $8LO,OOO. A rapidly improving post-town, and (;OUnty seat of Wayne county. 
t A large and flourishing town; seat of justice of Marion county, and capital of the State. 
The State Bank and one of its branches located here. The Supreme Court of the State, and the 
United States District and Circuit Courts, are holden at this place. Nearly all the railroads 
and Macadamized roads of the State centre in or pass through this place. 
•. 
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the coui~ties and towns tllrouglt wlziclt it passes j time of their organiza-
ral character of the face of thP. country, ~c., o/c. 
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+ A large and flourishing town, the exports of which, in 1837, were $150,000, the imports 
$142,000. The number of steamboat arrivals during the present year were 200. A branch 
of the State Bank i~ located here. . 
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0. 
1\'I..-:r.tPI-ns, October 3, 1838. 
SIR: In obedience to your orders, I have the honor to submit the fol-
lowing report of the operations on the Mt·mp!tis a:nd St. ~F'rancis Road, 
during the year ending September 30th, 18::;8, exhibiting the present con-
dition of that work, and accompanied by an estimate, in detail, of funds 
required to complete it, according to the original plan. 
Since the last report, the work has advanced more rapidly than at any 
previous period. ,..rhe season has been propitious beyond any former yeiilr, 
and laborers abundant. Many parts oi the swamp, which, for two years, 
have been so covered with water as to render it impracticable to embank 
them, are now, owing to the unprecedented drought, perfectly dry. Unfor-
tunately, the limited means now at my disposal render thes~ advautages 
unavailing. 
Progress of the work.- Since the last annual report, the work has ad-
vanced from the end of the 19th, to the middle of the 26th mile, on the 
east end ; and from a point near the 35th mile post to the 37th mile post, 
making an aggregate of 8! miles in the year, and amounting to 290,819 
cubic yards of embankment. 
Eight bridges have been constructed during the same period, between 
the 20th and 26th miles. 
The road is now finished 24-§- miles, from the Mississippi river to Black 
Fish lake, except 400 feet, upon which the laborers are now engaged, and 
which will be completed in aH this month. 
Beyond the lake, one mile is so far embanked as to form an excellent 
road at all seasons, except that of extreme high water, when a portion of this 
last mile will be overfloweu, not having been raised to the required height. 
From the 35th mile to the west end of the road, there remains the fol-
lowing· work to complete the embankment, viz: 660 feet of the east end of 
the 36th mile, 345 feet of the 38th mile, and 943 yards of the same mile 
not raised to the required height. 
There are, also, on this section, 940 feet of bridging. That portion which 
is completed fully meets my expectations; and although, in many places, 
the road passes over an almost bottomless quagmire, it h61.s settled and be-
come a solid and permanent embankment, capable of sustaining, at all sea-
sons, a large amount of travel, and of resisting the action of the water. I 
have had occasion to remark, in a former report, that this work is important, 
less on account of the facilities which it affords the country lying in its 
immediate vicinity, than as constituting the only land route to the interior 
of Arkansas. If left in its present unfinished condition, it will be compa-
ratively of little value to the State; like a bridge finished to the middle of 
a stream and there terminated, it will serve only to tempt travellers to the 
interior of the swamp, the passage of which is, at certain seasons, wholly 
impracticable. 
The general suspension of public works in the west and sonth, has ren-
dered labor abundant, and comparatively cheap. There probably will 
never be a more favorable season than the ensuing one for the completion 
of this work. I would, therefore, respectfully urge the importance df call-
ing for the maximum amount ol the accompanying estimate, which will 
finish the work. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. H. BOWMAN, Captain Engineers. 
To Gen. CHARLES GRATIOT, Chief Engineer. 
' 
Estimate of funds requisite for l(t~ operations on _the Memphis a;td_ St. Fr_ancis road, d'IJ:ring the year 1839, ~~hibiting, in detail, the nature, extent, cost, and pro-
bable applicahO'J'L 'Ln the respecttve qua1·ters wtth:zn the ttme above specified, of the seve1·al obJects of conte1nplated expenditu?·e. 
..... 
<.0 
2D QUARTER OF T~E 3D QUARTER OF THE Nature of workman· }ST QUARTER OF THE YEAR 1839. 
ship, materials, and YEAR 1839. YEAR 1839. 
contingencies em• 
braced in the intend· 
ed applicatioon of the 
funds estimated for. Extent. Cost. Extent. Cost. Extent. Cost. 
---- ------ ------------
Laborers and over- 175 men & 5 over- 30G men& 9 240men & 7 
seers - - seers - - $11,250 00 overs.eers - $19,710 00 overseers - $15,450 00 
Prov. for laborers 180 persons - 6,108 38 315 persons 10,861 88 247 persons 8,152 12 
Clearing site - - - - - 1,250 00 
Bridging - - - - 14,700 00 
(Inspectors - 750 00 - 750 00 - 750 00 I M ed. attendance 300 00 300 00 300 00 - -
Clerk hire - 300 00 - 300 00 - 300 00 
Ferriage - 150 00 150 00 ·' 150 00 - -
Contingencies - ~Forage • 662 25 - 662 25 . - : 662 25 I Postage - 25 00 - 25 00 - 25 00 
Rent - - 60 00 - 60 00 - ,. 60 0() 
Printing - 37 50 - 37 50 - 37 50 
lSta.tionery - 25 00 - 25 00 - 25 00 _ 5 Wagons - 300 00 - - - -- -Teams - ( Oxen & horses G50 00 - - -
(Barrows - 800 00 ,, 800 00 - -
I Shovels - 187 50 312 50 312 50 Implement~ and - -
~ Spades - 62 50 - 62 50 - L 62 50 cooking utensils I Axes - - 46 00 - 46 00 - 46 00 
l Cooking utensils 250 00 - 250 00 - -
Trans~o:tation of 
486 00 859 95 681 72 prOVlSlOnS - - - ----- ----- -----
22,450 13 - -34,412 58 43,764 59 -
The above estimatfl is designed to complete the work. 




Extent. Cost. Cost. Cost. 
----- ---- --------- ' -
334men&9 
overseers - $21,390 00 $67,800 00 $67,800 00 
343 persons 10,383 50 35,505 88 35,505 88 
- - 1,250 00 1,250 00 
- 14,700 00 14,700 00 
- 750 00 3,000 00 3,000 00 .. 
300 00 1,200 00 1,200 00 -
~ - 300 00 1,200 00 1,200 00 
150 eo 600 00 600 00 -
- 662 25 2,649 00 2,649 00 
- ~ 25 00 100 00 100 00 
- 60 00 240 00 240 00 
·- 37 50 150 00 150 00 - 25 00 100 00 100 00 -- " - 300 00 300 00 
-: - 650 00 650 00 .. 1,600 00 1,600 00 - •" 187 50 1,000 00 1,000 00 -
- 62 50 250 00 250 00 
oi. - 46 00 184 00 184 00 - - 500 00 500 00 
- 946 68 2,974 35 2,974 35 -------------
35,325 93 135,953 23 135,953 23 
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P. 
Laplaisance road, L~ichigan. 
OFFICE OF AGENT ENGINEER DEPARTMENT. 
Monroe, Michigan, October 19, '!838. 
SIR: I have the honor to enclose, herewith, an estimate of the funds 
required to complete the construction of Laplaisance road. Nothing, of 
course, has been done on this improvement since my last annual report, for 
want of pecuniary means. 'l1 he first class of items in the estimate embra-
ces sums for which the Government is absolutely and justly debtor to cer-
tain citizens of the United States for services rendered, arid under the 
decision of the late Secretary of War, Governor Cuss. The second class 
is simply an estimate for the completion of the road, as commenced. 
It is an object of vast importance to this portion of the country, (and 
would also appear, in some points of view, to be one of justice,) the com-
pletion of this road. 1. It is desirable from the great and immediate effect 
which it would produce on the country through which it passes, recently 
entirely Government lands, and for the sale of the Government lands to 
which it leads. 2. It would seem to be but justice to the settlers who have 
purchased and now reside on the lands sold by the United States, and who 
considered, at the time they purchased, that the commencement of this 
road by the Government was a tacit engagement to complete it. Antici-
pating a sure avenue to a market, they have improved their farms, and now 
complain that they are disappointed, by the failure to complete this road. 
3. The very unusual circumstance, the Government having commenced a 
necessary work of improvement, to abandon it when two-thin~.s done. 
Under these views of the case, I trust that I shall not be thought exceed-
ing the proper bounds of duty, when I respectfully recommend an appro-
priation for the completion of this road. 
Very respectfully, sir, I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
HENRY SMITH, 
General Superintendent. 
Brig. Gen. GRATIOT, 
Chief Engineer, Washington, D. C. 
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\ 
Estimate of funds required for the completion of the road leading 
from Laplaisance bay, Michigan, to intersect the Detroit and Chicago 
road. 
How to be applied. 
1. For the purpose of refunding to contractors 
the amount of five per cent. heretofore retain-
ed, and now, by the decision of the late Sec-
retary of War, due from the Government to 
Amount. 
said contractors - $1,580 00 
For the purpose of refunding to William H. 
Montgomery the amount by him paid for com-
pleting a portion of Laplaisance road, then 
impassable 100 00 
For commission on disbursing the above, 2! pr.ct. 42 00 
For pay of superintendent one month - - 75 00 
Aggregate. 
2. For completing the unfinished portions of the ----- $1,797 00 
road, agreeably to the plan on which it was 
commenced, · 37 miles at $500 per mile - 18:500 00 
For commission on disbursements in expending 
the above 462 50 
For pay of superintendent; six months, at $75 
per month - 450 00 
Amount of contingencies 1,940 50 
--- 21,353 00 
Amount required to complete the work $23,150 00 
MoNROE, 1\hcHIGAN, October 20, 1838. 
HENRY SMITH, General Superintendent. 
Q. 
Harbors on the south shore of Lake Ontm·io. 
RocHESTER, October 31, 1838. 
SIR: In c~rnpliance with the instructions of the department of the 6th 
ultimo, requiring a report in relation to the condition, upon the 30th Sep-
tember, 1838, of the public works on the southern shore of Lake Ontario, I 
have the honor herewith to submit the following: . 
OAK ORCHARD CREEK. 
Operations were resumed upon the improvement goihg on at the mouth 
of this river as soon after the appropriation had been made as was practi-
cable, and have been steadily continued until the whole amount available 
for the work has nearly been expended. 
The plan adopted for the construction of a harbor at this point is the 
same as that followed in similar improvements. It was first to confine the 
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waters of the creek by transverse piers, leaving between them a space equal 
to the width designed for the channel; and secondly, to build two parallel 
channel piers, extending them out into the lake as far as circumstances 
might render necessary. Previous to this year the western transverse pier, 
or rather wing-dam, was constructed. It began on the west side of the 
mouth of the creek, and, running across the marsh: extended itself towards 
the east side, terminating at a point, distant from it about two hundred feet. 
The whole work completed, during the present season, has been the con-
struction of n small wing-dam on the east side, and six hundred running 
feet of channel pier work. The channel piers extend out equally on both 
sides, with a distance between them of one hundred and eighty feet. They 
have not yet been carried up as high above the surface of the water as is 
designed, because it was considered more important to run them out this 
year as far as possible into the lake, than to finish them completely as the 
work progressed. They have, however, been left in such a condition that 
no danger need be apprehended from the storms to which they may be, 
during the present autumn and coming spring, exposed. 
In consequence of a large quantity of materials being on hand, at the 
beginning 0f the season, the construction of the piers has this year been car-
ried on under very favorable circum~tances~ and more work performed, 
considering- the smallness of the appropriation, than could at first have 
been anticipated. 
No improvement ha~ yet taken place in the channel, since the building 
of the piers, and none could have been expected, for they do not yet extend 
sufficiently far out to prevent the sand from being washed, by the action of 
the waves, into the harbor; nor have the waters of the creek been, at any 
time since their completion, high enough to give such an increased velo-
city to the stream as to remove the sand now lying between them. 
Had it been possible, this season, to have continued both piers three hun-
dred feet farther out, the accumulation of sand, that is still slightly going on, 
would have ceased entirely, and the spring freshets mi~ht have so much 
deepened the channel as to have rendered the entrance into the harbor, after 
that time, of small sized vessels, very easy. 
The depth of water between the piers, as already construc:ed, varies from 
two to four feet. On the inside oftbe bar the water deepens snddeuly from 
two and three to fifteen and sixteen feet; and the river, with a breadth of 
from one hundred and ten to one hundred and twenty yards, preserves 
the latter depth for at least one mile above its mouth. 
Before a depth of twelve feet water can be obtained throughout the chan-
nel, the piers \Vill have to be lengthened d.bout nine hundred -feet; and even 
then it may be necessary to extend them out still further to seoure a 
sufficient depth of water to admit the largest sized vessels. The estimate 
for the c0mpletion of the work is based upon the supposition that the length 
of the piers, on both sides, will have to be but twelve hundred feet, and their 
breadth twenty, and that the channel between them will be opened without 
the aid of dredging. Should it, however, be necessary to increase their 
breadth, as they extend into deeper water, or to open the channel by-
dredging, the expense of the construction would in some measure be in-
creased; what that increase may be will depend almost entirely upon the 
action of the current upon the bar, and can only be ascertained after the 
piers themselves have been constructed. 
The amount required for 1839 is $25,000. With this sum it is contem-
plated to run both piers six hundred feet farther out into the lake ; and could 
~·- ~-
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this be done next year, the use of the harbor, before the expiration of it, 
would not be seen, but felt. It would not only be beneficial to those who 
are living in the immediate vicinity, but likewise to the navigators of the 
lake, who arc frequently obliged to seek a shelter from the severe gales to 
which they are often exposed. 
This part of Lake Ontario is now wholJy destitute of harbors, but it is 
confidently expected that it will remain so but Jittle longer. 
The following is an esti·m !lte of funds for 1839. 
For what expended. 
Large timber, first qualitv, 5 cents per running 
foot 
Timber for ties and flooring, 4-?t cents per run-
uing foot -
Pi.les, for securing cribs, driven, $4 per pile -
Plank for covering piers, $12 per 1,000 feet -
Ruhble stone, for filling cribs, $3 per cord -
·\Vorkmanship on cribs, 6 cents per running 
foot 
'Vorkmanship, covering cribs with plunk, $1 
per d(ly 
Machinery, cranes, scows, &c. 
Iron, worked, 10 cents per pound 
Compensation for agent, g2 per day -
Contingencies 
Amount of estimate 
GENESEE RIVER. 
i Extent. Amount. 
50,752 ft. $2,537 60 
57,174 " 2,572 83 
321 piles 1,284 00 
41,344 ft. 496 12 
2,600 cords 7,800 00 
107,926 ft. 6,,175 56 
500 days 500 00 
750 ou 
8,000 lbs. 800 00 




The extraordinary height of the waters of Lake Ontario this year, and 
the lateness of the season before the appropriations became available, have 
rendered it necessary to confine the operations on the harbor at the mouth 
of this river to repairing a portion of the \Vest pier and to procuring and 
preparing materials. 
Contracts were entered jnto for the delivery of 4,000 tons of limestone; 
a part to be received before the close of navigation, and the remainder in the 
spring. Of the 4,0UO tons contracted for 2,000 Wf're for the outside wall 
stone, 1,000 for backing up, 600 for flagging, and 100 for coping-stone. In 
fulfilment of this contract 1,000 tons have already been delivered, and 2,000 
more will he in the course of the present year. 2,000 su perfic.ial feet of lime-
stone have been dressed ; 3,590 runJ1ing feet of timber received; 3,684 run-
ning feet of workmanship performed; and ninety-four cords of rubble-stone 
delivered. rrhe dressed limestone is for the face stone of the outside wall; 
b~Lt the timber, workmanship, and rnbble -stone, for the repair of the west 
pier. 
As the preparation of materials will be continued during the whole of the 
winter, there will be on hand and ready for use next spr-ing a huge quan-
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tity of cnt limestone. If the water be low enough, a portion of the top 
wood-work can then be removed, the foundatiou prepared, and the masonry 
commenced ; and if a sufficient appropriation be made for the next year's 
operations, the whole work can be carried on with great rapidity as well as 
economy. 
No change has taken place in the condition of the l'larbor since tl;le last 
annual report was submitted, nor have the piers themselves, in the mean 
time, sustained any material injury. Tbe channel still mamtains its usual 
depth, and still affords an easy entrance into the fine harbor which is at the 
mouth of the Genesee river. 
It was reported, not long ago, that the waters of Lake Ontario were this 
year six feet and a half higher than in 1825 ; but from the best information 
that can be obtained on the subject, it seems highly probable that the rise 
of the lake has been very much overrated, and that its greatest height above 
low-water mark has never exceeded four and a half feet. At the month of the 
Genesee river the lake has fallen, within the last two months, about nineteen 
inches, and is now as low as it was last year; and if it continues to fall, it 
will soon be low enough to allow the permanent work to be commenced. 
Could the amount asked for be obtained, more than one-fourth of the 
whole work would be completed before the end of the next season, and at a 
much cheaper rate to the Government, too, than if two years are exhausted 
in performing what might be accomplished in one. The delay in the con-
struction of the masonry, unless it be prevented by the height of the water, 
only increases the expense of the work; for the greater the delay, the greater 
the expense of construction as well as of repairs. It is, therefore, hoped 
that the whole amount of the following estimate will be appropriat,~d. 
Estimate of funds required for 1839. 
For what purpose. 
' 
Large limestone for outside walls of west and 
east piers, $2 50 per ton -
Flagging and coping stone, for both piers, $2 50 
per ton 
Slnall sized limestone for backing up outside 
walls, $2 per ton 
Laying masonry, including tenders, 75 cts. per 
perch 
Large limestone for parapet wall, $2 50 per ton 
Laying masonry of parapet wall, 75 cts. per 
perch 
Dressing f.·we-stone of walls, superficial feet, 
37! cts. per foot 
Dressing coping stone at, per running foot, $1 
Dressing parapet wall stone, per superficial foot 
37! cts. 
Water lime, common lime, sand, &c. - -
Removing old work and replacing rubble-stone, 
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ESTIMATE-Continued. 
For what purpos~. 
Unloading and moving stone, 25 cts. per ton -
Copper bolts and iron for cramps 
Blacksmithing for one year 
Machinery, cranes: and ::;cows 
Additional crib-work -
Compensation for agent, at $2 per day 
Contingencies 
Amount of estimate-
BIG SODUS BAY. 
[ 1 ] 
Extent. Amount. 








As the amonntof arrearages due the contractors fdr the last season's work 
was ne11;rly equal to the w·hole appropriation, nothing has been done this 
ye:tr upon the public works at this place. These arrearages were due on 
the contract for dredging, and why it was so can thus be explained: The 
operation of dredging a channel between the bay and the lake was com-
menced last year, but the funds then on hand were insufficient to complete 
it. It could only be done by the contractors continuing operations, and as 
they were perfectly willing to rnn the risk of receiving or not receiving 
their pay, according as another appropriation was or was not made: they 
were permitted to go on. They continued \vorking until a channel 100 feet 
wide and fifteen feet deep had been opened. 
Afer deducting all demands against the appropriation there was a balance 
left of $1,000. \Vith this sum it was impossible to do any thing except t() 
make repairs . 
.From the accompanying drawing a very correct idea of the present con-
dition of the channel can be obtained. Its breadth is 100 feet, and its depth 
fifteen; and as it is entirely too narrow to allow vessels to pass in and out 
easily, it must be enlarged. For this purpose the operation of dredging can 
1 
next year be resumed and continued nntil the channel has been made as 
wide and as deep as is necessary. The bay itself forms the best and most 
extensive harbor on the wlwle southern shore of Lake Ontario. It extends 
north and soutl1 from two to six miles, and from east to west from two to 
four. It is interspersed with several large islands, has high banks, and is 
surrounded by a beautiful country. It contains an anchorage of many 
sqnare miles in extent, for vessels drawing eighteen and twenty feet of 
water. It is so completely land-locked that the mo.st violent winds agitate 
its snrface but little, anu when the channel to it has been completed, it will 
form as safe, as commodious, and as good a harbor as any that could be de-
sired. '-' · 
The piers have, in some plctces, been injnred by a late gale, but the 
damage done is of but little consequence. The eastern extremity of the 
east transverse pier was, nt one time, supposed to be in danger from the 
lake hav ng almost made a brea~h into the harbor at this point; but the 
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water has fallen so much within the last two months, that this part of the 
pier is probably now in as good a condition as any other. The shore of 
Point Charles, and the long narrow sand beach which separates the bay 
from the lake on its northeast side, will now require no protection, as the 
receding of the water has left the beach large enough to protect itself, as 
well as to prevent the high banks of Point Charles, which were before 
rapidly undermining and washing away, from being reached by the waves. 
The wood work above the surface of the water: as has already been rep-
resented to the department, is extremely defective; the timber so rotten, 
that unless the permanent work be forthwith commenced, larg·e portions of 
the piers will in a short time be swept away. ,-ro keep the work in a 
proper condition, these parts would have to be replaced by wood work, 
which would soon again become rotten, and again and again require re-
placing. It would be studying true economy to begin immediately the 
construction of the permanent work, and prosecute it to completion with 
as little delay as possible. 
Estimate fm· 1839. 
For what purpose. Extent. Amount. 
---------------------------------------1---------- --------
Large limestone for outside walls, $2 25 per ton 3,594 tons 
Limestone for coping and flagging, $2 50 per ton I ,·~78 tous 
Large rough stone for outside of piers, $5 per 
cord 987 cords 
Dressing face stone for walls, 37-~ cents per 
superficial foot - l1, 728 feet 
Dressing coping stone, $1 per running foot 1,956 feet 
Limestone for backing up walls, $2 per ton 400 tons 
Laying masonry, including tenders, 75 cents 
per perch 
"\-Vater lime for outside walls, $3 per barrel 
Common lime, sand, copper bolts, iron cramps -
I. .. imcstone for parapet wallR, $2 25 per ton 
Dressing limestone for parapet wall, 37~ cents 
per superficial foot -
Laying masonry for parapet walls, 75 cents per 
perc-h 






Removing old work and preparing for tww, 2 
cents per cubic foot - - 116,760 feet 
Unloading and moving stone, 25 cents per ton - 5, 100 tons 
Machinery; cranes, scows, &c. - - -
Blacksmithing for one year . - -
Dredging 200,000 cubic feet, $8 per cnbe of 216 
feet -
Compensation for agent, $2 per day 
Contmgencies - - -
365 dnys 
Amount of estimate 
$8:079 00 
3,195 00 
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OSWEGO. 
For reasons which have before been stated to the department, it was 
found necessary to confine the operations upon these works to fini:-hing 
the masonry that was commenced last season; to repairing the wood-work 
where it had decayed most; to putting the mole, which bad been injured 
last year in several places, in a good condition ; to uncovering the sand 
stone quarry near the pif'rs; and to pncuring and preparing miil.teria1s for 
the next season's operations. 
The whole of the masonry that was commenced 1nst year has been com-
pleted, with the exception of 2,000 square feet of flagging: which will be 
laid this autumn. When this is finished, there will have been constructed, 
of permanent work, about 2:10 running feet. Of this, 94 consist in 2 
heavy stone walls, bnilt on both sides of the piers, beginning bel )\V low 
water mark: and risiug 6 feet above it. 'The space between them is filled 
w1th dry masonry, and the whole covered with flagging stone. There-
maining 136 feet is like thiitt ju~t described, except that there is on the out-
side of the pier, or that next the lake, a heavy parapet wall, 12 feet thick 
and 8 feet hig-h. This wall is to prevent the waves from dashing over the 
piers, which they now do, during severe gales, with perfect ease, particn-
larly whMe the mole is; and which they will continue to do until it has 
been constructed throughout their whole extent. 
To secure to the masonry a proper degree of strength, the face stone of 
the walls, both on the luke and harbor side, were dressed with considera-
ble care; their joints made close; and they were laid in hydraulic mortar. 
The mpairs made were principally on the east pier. Some of its rotten 
ties and side sticks have been replaced by good timber ; where the stone 
had settled, the holes have been filled up; and where the covering plank 
had been stripped off, they have again been nailed on. 
The piers will now be able to resist tolerably well, for another year, the 
combined action of wind aud weather, but until the whole wood work nbove 
the surfaee of the water has been replaced by solid masonry, they will an-
uually require more or less repairs. 
During some of the heavy gales of last year, the mole sustained consid-
erable injury, 100 running feet of it having been almost completely destroy-
eel. Besides this, some other pRrts of the paving settled and slid down, 
from not having a sufficient quantity of stone at its base. The damaged 
portions of the mole, with the exception of that which was destroyed, have 
nearly all been repaired, and that too would have been, had time permit-
ted. 77G tons of large r0ngh limestone have already been deposited on the 
mole, to strengthen it at its "'eakest points ; and the whole of it will be 
placed, before the end of the season, in a very safe condition. 
'l'he materials contracted for were 1,000 tons of paving stone, 3,700 of 
wall, 200 of coping, 500 of flagging, and 3,000 of large rough limestone. 
'rhe whole paving stone, 272 tons of wall, 270 of flagging and coping, 
und 776 of rough limestone have been received. A considerable quantity 
more will be brought this autumn, and the remainder in the spring. 
The rongh limestone is to be used in strengthening the mole; the 
stone that has heretofore been used for this purpose being too easily ground 
to pieces by the action of the waves to give to its base the proper degree of 
stability. 
As soon as the unfinished masonry hns been completed, the preparation 
of materials for next year will be commenced. By next spring there will 
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be on hand a large quantity of dressed limestone, which will enable the 
works, when resunwu, to be carried on very rapidly. The whole expen-
ditures up to the 3llllt • d September, including mat~rials, labor, and work-
manship, were $14,609 75. 
If the waters of the lake continue to fi1ll ~s fast as they have recently, 
the shoal which is on the east side of the channel within the piers will, in 
a short time, very seriously interfere with the navigation of the harbor. 
This shoal, if not immediately, must eventually, be removed; and, as it 
cannot be too soon, a provision for that purpose has been inserted in the 
following estimate : 
Esti·mate of funds required for 1839. 
Nature of materials, workman5hip, and contingencies. 
Large limestone for outside of east pier, at 
$5 50 per cord 
Small stone for raising outside of west pier, 
at $2 50 per cord - -
Large paving stone for mole, at $2 per ton -
Large I irnestone for outside walls, at $2 per ton 
Sand stoue for inner side of parapet wall, at 
$5 per cord - - - -
Limestone for coping and flagging, at $2 50 
per ton 
Posts for fastening vessels to, at $25 each 
Length of copper bolting for dowels, at $1 25 
per foot 
Length of iron bars for crarnp8, atl3 cts. per foot 
Lead for securing cramps, at $8 per 100 lbs. 
Small sized stone for backing up, at $4 50 
per cord - - - - -
Water lime for outside walls, $l 50 per barrel 
Common lime, sand, &c., &c. - -
Dressing coping stone, at $1 per running foot 
L:tying masonry, including tenders, at 75 cts. 
per perch -
Dressing face stone of walls, at 37-! cents per 
superficial foot 
ExpetJse of completing mole, at $1 per day -
Removing old work and replaciug rubble stone, 
at 2 cts. per cubic foot 
Unlo~ding vesselsundmovingstoue, 25 cts. prton 
Sm:tll stone for space between parapet walls, 
at $3 per cord 
Machinery, cranes, scows, &c. 
Blacksmithing -
Horse and forage for same 
Dredging- shoals in harbor 
Compensation for agent, at $2 per day 
Contingencies - - - . I 
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Such improvements as these different harbors necessarily effect, and in 
return are effected by, the condition of the country in their immediate 
vicinity. 'rhe state of a particular district can probably be ascertained in 
no better way than Ly referring to the amount of business transacted in 
that place which is its market. If the amount be great, then it may at 
once be inferred that its surrounding country is well settled, fertile, and 
cultivated; if small: thinly inhabited, sterile, and unimproved. This is, 
however, to be understood of agricultural districts, not man ufacturiug, fi)r 
u town in the latter might carry on a great deal of business though the 
region ahout it were exceedingly barren. If the surrou11ding country be 
in a flourishing condition, the importance of a harbor is mncb sooner felt 
than if in u depressed; and if in a depressed, nothing could give such an 
impulse to industry and enterprise as the construction of oue. 
The principal places of business for the country about the harbors at the 
months of the Oak Orchard creek, the Genesse and Oswego rivers, and 
at Big Sodus bay, are Albion, Rochester, Oswego, and Lyons. Albion is a 
small town, situated on the Erie canal, at a distance of about eight miles 
from the Oak Orchard harbor i Rochester is seven miles from the month 
of the Gene-see river; Oswego is on Lake Ontario; and Lyons fourteen 
miles from Big Sodus Bay. 
The f~lce of the country around Albion, Rochester, and Big Sodus bay, 
is either level, undulating, or rolling; the soil is extremely fertile, producing 
wheat and other agricultural products in abundance; and the land is, in 
many places, highly cultivated. The general features of the region around 
Oswego are the same; but its soil i::. better adapted for raising grass than 
\\'heat 
,.rhe almost unlimited water power possessed by Rochester and Oswego, 
has already converted the one, and is rapidly convertino- the other, into a 
large manufacturing place. As they are both supported by manufactures, 
the amount of business done in them cannot be taken altogether as a cri-
terion of the condition of the surronnding country, but us Albion and 
Lyons are not, properly speaking, manufacturing towns, with them it can. 
'Vith these prefatory remarks, the following statistical facts are given: 
OAK ORCHAI{D CREEK. 
Property first cleared and shipped at Albion, on the Erie canal, during 
the ye<tr 1837. 
Products of the forest, 4,718 tons, val ned at -
Agricnltme, 7,579 do. 
Mrtnnfncturcs, 1,075 do. 
Sundries, 228 do. 
Total 13, 600 do. 







Population of Albion said to be 1,400 
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GENESEE RIVER. 
Property first clellred and shipped at Rochester, on the Erie canal, 
during tfte year 1837. 
Products of the forest 9,603 tons, valued 
Agriculture - 30,000 do. 
Manufactures 4,859 do. 
Sundries - 736 do. 
Total - 45,288 do. 
Canal tolJs for 1837 
Tonnage of Genesee distriet, for 1837: 937 tons. 
Population of Rochester supposed to be 20,000. 
at - $199,780 00 






The number oj American. aud foreign 1;essels, with thPir crews and 
tonnage, u;ftich entered and cleared from t!te Genesee district during 
the year 1 837. 
American. Fon~ign. ,, Total. 
Crew~. Crews. Crew~. No. Ton". No. Tons. No. Tons. ---- - - ------
Men. Boys. i\Ien. Boys. Men. Goys. -- -- - - ---- --- -- -- - - --- --- ---
E. 17 1,282 G5 14 194 2~,517 l ,7.55 95 211 30,799 1,820 109 c. 33 4,g55 25t 44 18:; 28,617 1,610 32 :41G 3~~,572 1 ,9J7 76 ---- ------------ --------50 6,~:37 3W 58 377 58,131 3,425 12i 427 61,371 B, 7-17 lf% . ., 
The tonnage e'ntered a:nd cleared from the Genesee district during the 
year ending September 30, 1838. 
Tonnage entered 
Tonnage cleared 
22,037~f I ~nmber of vessels entered - 2L18 
2:3,262~-} Nu:nher of ves1<els clt~ared 245 
Value of exports, $98,239 81. 
BIG SODUS DAY. 
Property first cleat·ed and shipped at Lyons, on the Erie caual, dm·ing 
the year 1837. 
Prodncts of the fore,~t 
Agricnltnre 
.Mann f~wtn res 
Sundries -
'rotal 
- 2,22l tons, valued at 
7,676 do. 
872 do . 
510 do. 
11,279 do. 
C.mal to1ls received at Lyons, for 1837 
$25,446 00 
526,51 ~~ ()() 




- --- ~--~~=---- --=-- --- ~----- -- -
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OSWEGO. 
Propaty shipped at Oswego, on the Oswego canal, during the years 
1835, 1836, and 1837. 
1835. 1836. 1837. 
Description of articles. ---------- ---------
Tons. Tons. Value. Tons. Value. 
--- ---- - ---- ------
Products of the forest - - 16,728 '20,fil4 $393,742 12,928 $326,582 
Agriculture - - - l7,lll ltl,3i4 1,366,583 9,565 88!),508 
Manufactures - - - 697 1,549 202,136 1,801 2:33,801 
Merchandise - - - - 313 403 100,672 ll7 46,046 
Sundries - - - - 249 387 26,0il 943 31,561 
--- ------- --- ----
Total - - - 35,098 41,327 2,087,204 25,357 1,517,478 
Property coming from and going to otlter States, by way of Oswego, 
during the years 1835, 1836, and 1837. 
Coming from. Going to. 
------------- -----------
Description of articles. 1835. 1836. 1837. 1835. 1836. 1837. 
--- --- --- ----- ------
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
---- ------- --- ---
Products of the forest - - 2,020 1,645 533 
Agriculture - - - 2,441 4,7t8 5,929 
Mal'lufactnres - - - 12 13 17 
Merchandise - - - - - - - 4,958 8,019 •3,061 Salt - - - - - - - - 16,459 9tll!l3 12,02A Sundries - - - - 13 49 126 
--- ---------------
Total - - - - 4,496 6,415 6,605 21,447 17,137 15,087 
The number of American and foreign vessels, with their crews and ton-




American. Foreign. Total. 
Crews. Crews. Crews. 
No. Tons. No. Tuns. No. Tons. ------ ------ -------
Men. Boys. Men. Boys. Men. Boys. 
--- --- -- .___ ----------- --- -----
E.118 17,130 1,287 _ I 302 56,939 4,218 420 74,119 5,505 
C.ll6 18,168 1,327 __ -_ ~ 54,65G 3,a84 385 72,824 5,211 --
234 35,298 2,614 _ 1 571 111,641 8,102 _ sos 14.6,943 10,716 
* One of the dams of the Oswego canal gave way on the 24tb. of Octol;ler, and was ~ot 
repaired until after the close of navigation, which prevented a large quantity of merchandise 
from taking this route. 
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A statement, showing the value of imports and exports during the years 
1835, 1836, 1 837, and 1838. 
1m pons. Exports. 
Description. 1835. 1836. 1837. 1838. 1835. 1836. 1937. 1838. 
--- --- -·~-- --- ------ -----
Value. Value. Value. Value. Value. Value. Value. Value. 
------ -- --- --- --- ------ ---· ---
In Amer. vessels- $126,951 $120,746 $16,551 $8,924 ij; l85,344 $84-,790 $134,3~8 $ 175,869 
In foreign vessels 61,935 190,233 182,559 17,626 262,510 170,923 222,267 176,013 
--- --- --- --- --- ------ ---
Total - - 188,886 310,979 19,9,110 26,550 447,854 255,713 356,6l5 351,882 
A statement of the amount of tonnage entered j1·om and cleared to for-
eign and American ports, during 1838. 
Foreign ports. American ports. 
Description. 
Entered from. Cleared to. Entered from. 
---------- ------
In American vessels - 30,02.6 tons. 30,003 tons. 79, 785 tons. 
In foreign vessels - 74,177 C! 73,127 " 
Tonnage of Oswego district in 1837, 7,249 tons. 
Duties collected in 1835, 1836, 1837, and 1838, $94,130. 
Number of schooners built in 1837, 10. 
Canal tolls in 1837, $31,546. 
1838, 30,550. 
Population of Oswego in 1828, 1,310. 
1835, 4,799. 





The property received at these places has not been given, because there 
is always a certain relation existing between exports and imports, by which, 
if one be known, the other can easily be ascertained. 
'rhe harbors on the southern shore of Lake Ontario are important for 
two pnrposes, commercial and military. 
· In regarding them in a commercial point of view, not only must the 
nature of the harbors themselves be considered, bnt likewise their relation 
with the interior of the country, with other States, and with Canada. 
Their relation with the interior of the country is highly important; for 
nearly all the improvements now going on or contemplated within the State 
of New York will be connected, either directly or indirectly, with the waters 
of Lake Ontario. The enlargement of the Erie canRl, which runs parallel 
with, and is but a short distance from, the shore of the lake, has been com-
menced, and will be prosecuted with all the energy possible. "fhe increase 
-~ =- .... -4 .... ' • - -:;;:-;- - • -- - - • • ...,...._ -::::-~-~-:-. -~~ - - - ~--
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to be given to its breadth and depth wiJl m~tke it large enough to receive 
vessels navigating the lakes; and when it has been completed the 
communication between the Atlantic and western States will be greatly 
facilitated. '"fbe construction of the Genesee Valley canal, by which the 
Erie canal at Rochester will be connected with the Alleghany river at 
Olean, will open one of the most extensive and fertile regions in the State 
of New York to this ch~nnel of internal communication. The pine lum-
ber of Alleghany county, the wheat of the Genesee vaHey, and the bitu-
minous coal and iron ore of Pennsylvania, will all seek a market by this 
route, until the New York and Erie railroad has been constructed, or the 
navigation of the Alleghany river improved. The improvement of the 
navigation of the Alleghany river, which is said to be quite feasible, would 
at once open an internal navigable route between the Genesee ' ralley and 
that of the Ohio river, thus facilitating still more the increasing business 
between the eastern and western States. Besides opening the whole 
country south of Rochester to Lake Ontario, the construction of a ship 
canal between Big Sodus bay and the Erie canal at Clyde, to be coutinued 
from thence to Cayuga lake, is contemplated. '"rhe Cayuga, Seneca, and 
Crooked lakes are connected by means of canals, and are surrounded by a 
country well settled and in a high state of cultivation, with a rich soil, pro-
ducing wheat, grass, and fruit in great abundance. The construction of 
such a canal w<!mld not only give great water power near its debouch into 
the lake, but would open the whole of this fine region of country to Lake 
Ontario, thereby forming a line of internal navigation of 600 miles in 
extent, and, when taken in connexion with the Ithaca and Owego railroad 
and the Chemung canal, opening a direct communication between the 
lakes and the Susquehannah river. 
Within the borders of Pennsylvania, and at but a short distance from 
Owego, are extensive coal mines, from which the interior of New York 
will eventually be supplied, and not only the interior, but other parts and 
other States, as well as Canada. In return for the coal thus obtained, 
Pennsylvania will receive the salt, the flour, and other products of New 
York. 
Owego, through which the New York and Erie railroad will pass, is 
situated on the Snsquehannah river. If a communication should be estab-
lished between this place and the line of internal improvements of Pennsyl-
vania, P.ither by the naviJation of the Snsqueharmah or by railroad or canal, 
Philadelphia might become a market for this region as well as New York. 
Lake Ontario is likewise connected with other parts of the interior of 
New York by means of the Oswego canal, which joins the Erie at Syracuse. 
Besides these improvements, there will be a railroad running parallel 
with the Erie canal, extending through the whole of the State of New 
York, beginning at the Atlantic and reaching to the lakes. 
It is thus seen that there will be tl'lfee grand chains of internal commu-
nication, :-;tretching across the whole of New York, traversing regions of 
great fertility of soil, and connecting themselves with Lake 011tario on the 
north, the Hudson river on the east, the Susquehannah on the south, and 
Lake Erie aud the Ohio on the west. "'\Vhen all these contemplated 
improvements have been completed and these connexions established, the 
resources of l'\ew York will be developed with a degree of rapidity hitherto 
unparalleled. 
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The connexion between the interior of the State and the harbors on the 
southern shore of I ,ako Ontario having now been considered, it remains to 
speak of their relation to other States and to Canada. An examination of 
the statistics cant· incld in this report will show the amount of business done 
through them. Part of this is carried on with Canada, and part with other 
States; and hence it is evident that the harbors themselves are not local, 
merely, but of ~oneral importance. From the statement showing the num-
b~r of vessels and amonnt of tonnage that entered and were cleared from 
the Genesee district during the last year, it appears that the greater portion 
of the vessels were foreign, not American; and, consequently, that there 
must have been a considerable degree of Canadian business transacted. 
'"rhe intercourse between this section of country and Upper Canada was 
commenced but a few years ago, was increasing. and would have continued 
to increase, had not a temporary check been pnt to it by the present unfor-
tunate condition of the Canadas. They, however, must soon recover 
from the blow they have received; and when peace and harmony are 
restored, the population of Upper Canada will again increase, and her lands 
be sold and cultivated. But a short time ago, ft was asserted that in eight 
years she had doubled her population: and that the annnal increase was 
about 50,000. \Vith a soil exceedingly fertile, and weU adapted for raising 
wheat, she is rich in mineral productions. Her lumber finds its way now 
to this country in large quantities; aud when she becomes a great wheat 
growing region, her wheat, too, will seek a market here. For thes~ she 
will be supplied in retnrn with salt, and coal both for fuel and smelting, 
and perhaps some merchandise. Besides this trade with Canada, wheat is 
brought from the upper lakes to the port of Rochester through the Weiland 
canal, and flour and other articles are from thence exported. The value of 
the exports during the present year was $98,240. Although the Genesee 
district extends considerably beyond the port of Rochester, but little busi-
ness is done elsewhere. 
With regard to the Oswego district, the information is very full and 
explicit. It appears from the statistical tables before given that a great deal 
of business is transacted through the port of Oswego with the western 
States and Canada. In fact, Oswego now trades with Cleveland, Detroit, 
and Chicago within the United States, and with Niagara, Hamilton, To-
ronto, Coburg, Kingston, Bellville, and Prescott in Upper Canada, and sup-
plies Sackett's Harbor, Ogdensburg, and the counties of Oswego and Jefferson, 
and part of those of Oneida, Lewis, and St. Lawrence. From Cleveland 
and other places on the upper lakes, wheat is sent in considerable quanti-
tities to Oswego, where it is ground, and from thence shipped for New York 
or other markets; and from Canada an abundance of pine lumber is 
received. 
Onondaga salt and heavy- merchandise find, through the same port, a 
cheaper route to the western States than any other, and are accordingly 
carried through in large quantities. Of the merchandise that was left on 
the Oswego canal during the year 1837, more than forty per cent. went to 
other States by way of Oswego, and of salt there were no less than 80,187 
barrels. Coal, likewise, begins to pass through, in increasing quantities, for 
Canada. 
That the business of Oswego should have declined during the period of 
commercial panic, is not to be wondered at ; it would have been strange 
had it been otherwise; but that it will again increase, and go on increasing, 
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cannot admit of doubt. Indeed the quantity of merchandise already ex· 
ported, this year, is larger than that of lq.st year; the travelling between the 
east and west, by this route, is much greater than heretofore; and the busi-
ness on the canal has increased within the last month thirty-three per cent. 
above that of any previous pr.riod. 'rhis increase results from a greater 
quantity of salt having been brought down the canal, and more flour car-
ried up. 
'The depression of business in this place, during the last two years, is 
only another proof of the intimate connexion between it and other places, 
whether near at hand or more distant. Had Oswego merely supplied the 
surrounding connt1'y, the decline in business could not have been so great; 
and this fact, alone, shows most conclusive] y that this harbor is a matter 
of general importance, not lucal wholly. 
Although Oswego has now secured to herself the principal part of the 
lake business, with the exception of that which is done at the port of 
Rochester, which is by no means inconsiderable, it will eventually be shared 
by other harbors. And when the fertile regions of the west, as well as those 
of Upper Canada, ponr forth their superabundance of wheat, they will all 
carry on more or less business with both the western States and Canada. 
To draw a portion of the great western trade through Upper Canada: a 
plan has been projected for the construction of a railroad from the head of 
Lake Ontario to Srmdwich, opposite Detroit. Although the beneficial effects 
of such u road would be felt in Canada sooner than elsewhere, , it would 
not be long before they would be perceived along the whole northwestern 
part of New York. 'rhe construction of this road is, for the present, sus-
pended; but when the Canaaas become settled, and prosperity restored, this 
project will again be revived and earned into effect. Besides this, the build-
ing of another railroad to run from Lake Ontario to Lake Huron, has been 
contemplated. It is asserted that it is the determination of the Governor 
General of the British provinces to recommend to the home government 
the enlargement of the \Velland canal, and the construction of a ship canal 
around the rapids of the St. Lawrence, thus opening the whole chain of 
inland lakes, except Superior, to the Atlantic. The results inevitably follow· 
ing such a work are so important, both in a military and commercial point 
of view, that the British Government, with her far reaching policy, cannot 
long- hesitate to execute a project so truly grand. 
'Vhat effect it would have upon the whole commerce of the lakes, time 
aloue could tell. 
Thus far, all the onsiness ~arried on between Ontario and the upper lakes 
has been through the medium of the Weiland canal, but it is to be hoped 
that the time is not distant, when the United States will have within her own 
jurisdiction a ship communication between Lake Erie and Ontario; espe-
cially, as this will soon be the only unfinished link of that chain of internal 
improvements wholly within the territory of the United States, by which 
Lake Ontario wohld be connected with the Gulf of Mexico. On the im-
portance of such a canal, it is not necessary to dwell. Its merits hav.e fre. 
quently been discussed, and are too well known to require repetition here. 
But, if one would but look forward to what the western country is to be, 
and endeavor to estimate the amount of business that must eventually be 
transacted between the Atlantic and the western Stat~s, he will be led 
to the conviction that the time is coming when such a work must and will 
be eonstructed. With such a communication, and a ship oanul between the 
20 . . -
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waters of Lake Ontario and those of the Hudson river, a route between the 
east and the west would be opened, than which none better could be 
found. 
When the harbor at the mouth of Oak Orchard creek has been finished, 
and the channel at Big Sodus bay suf-ficiently enlarged, there will be on 
the southern shore of Lake Ontario, between the Niagara river and Oswego, 
four excellent harbors, with channels of such depth and so situated. with 
regard to the lake, that they can be entered, with the wind in almost any 
direction. 
The existence of such places of refuge is of great importance to those 
navigating the lake; for where harbors abound, shipwrecks seldom happen; 
but where they do not, they are frequent. The safety thus insured in the 
naviaation of the lakes is one of the greatest benefits that the General 
Gov~rnment could confer, and it is one, too, clearly its duty, as well as its 
interest, to bestow. 
It has been said that these harbors are important for military purposes. 
In the event of a war between the United States and Great Britain, this 
frontier would necessarily become one of the scenes of active operations. 
On the Canada side of Lake Ontario, there are a great number of good 
natural harbors, in which vessPls might Le built, fitted out, and manned; and 
from which, after the Y.l ell and canal has been enlarged, they might be sent 
out to harrass the whole of the northern inland coast; and were it not in 
the power of the United States to meet them with their own weapons dis-
astrous consequences might ensue. 
Moreover, there now exists between Kingston and Montreal an internal 
eommunication confessedly for militarypurposest and when the contemplated 
ship canal around the rapids of the St. Lawrence has been constructed, the 
whole of this same coast might not only be exposed to the mercy of vessels 
from Canadian ports, but likewise to a British fleet from the ocean. Hence, 
again, the necessity of not only opening and preserving these harbors, but 
of constructing a ship canal around the falls of Niagara. 
All the artificial harbors on the southern shore of Lake Ontario will admit, 
when completed, vessels drawing thirteen feet water; and Dig Sodus bay 
is large enough to contain a fleet of any size, and is well adapted for such 
a purpose. Not only, then, will the whole of this coast be amply provided 
with good harbors, but the connexion between them and the interior of the 
eountry is such that, at any one of them, all the munitions of war and 
men necessary for a military expedition, could be concentrated with the 
utmost celerity. The facilities for conducting military movements with 
unusnal rapidity, in this section of the country, are now very great, and 
must in a short time be still greater. For along the whole southern coast 
of Lake Ontario runs the Erie canal; south from Rochester, extending 
across the State of New York, will be the Genesee Valley canal; stretching 
from Birr Sodus bay to the Susquehannah river, another commuuication; 
from Os~vego to the Erie canal is another ; from the same place to Syracuse 
or UticJ, will be a railroad; parallel to the Erie canal the great western 
railway· beginning at the Atlantic and terminating at the lakes, and through 
the southern part of the State, still another, intersecting the t·wo transverse 
communications. 
When these are completed and the harbors on the lake finished, whether 
this frontier is to become the theatre of offensive or defensive operations, 
they will all be equally useful. With one or two points strongly fortified, 
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with such internal navigable routes, and with such harbors, the whole of 
this part of the northern frontier could readily be put in a complete state 
of defence. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM SMITH, 




UNITED STA'rEs SNAG -BOAT HELIPOLis, 
Mississippi river, November 10, 1838. 
SIR: In accordance with your instructions, I have the honor to trans-
mit a report of my operations in Red river during the current year, ending 
the 30th September last, and the present state of the navigation. 
For a detail of my operations up to the 4th of June last, I beg leave to 
refer you to my letter of that date. In August last, I was instructed by the 
dPpartment to make the necessary preparations, and send a boat to the Red 
river to remove a raft that was reported to be lodged near the head of the 
original raft ; in obedience to which, 1 made all the arrangements neces-
sary, and have been detained from getting a boat up Red river which has 
been at an extreme low stage for the last three months; nor is there any 
prospect now of an early rise. The snagboat destined for that service, is 
now at the mouth of the Ohio river, with the necessary stores, tools, &c., 
on board. The crew which has been shipped for the service, are at work 
in the Ohio river, and will proceed to the raft forthwith on the first change 
of weather that will probably cause a rise of water in the Red river. · 
The new formation alluded to extends along the river about one mile 
and a half, and will be removed as soon as practicable after the boats reach 
it, and probably before the navigation opens sufficient for the merchant 
boats to pass through the river below. 
In my letter on the subject, dated the 4th of June last, and above re-
ferred to, I rec·ommended an appropriation of $15,000 to be expended on 
the Red river above the raft. I am now convinced that it is of the utmost 
importance to clear some of the banks, and to remove the snags above the 
former location of the raft, and hope that provision will be made for that 
object. An estimate is herewith respectfully submitted, as is, also, one for 
the continuance of the improvement of the Red river within that part com-
monly called the "great raft," amounting together to $30,000. The latter 
object is of great importance, and is proven by the new formation now in 
that part of the river. I may here also observe, that the balance of funds 
applicable to that v;rork will not be sufficient to carry it on longer than will 
be required to remove the raft now in the river. I hope, therefore, that an 
appropriation will be made for that obJect, which wm be required by the 
close of the next session of Congress. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, 
HENRY M. SHREVE, 
Gen. C. GRATIOT, Chief Engineer. 
Superintendent, i]·c. 
[ 1 J 308 
Estimate of funds required for continuing tlte improvement of the Red 
river, in that part commonly called the Great Raft, for the year 1839. 
1. For repairing and refitting snagboat Eradi-
cator 
2. Wages of her crew 
- $3,000 00 
- 11,000 00 
3. Subsisting men - -
4. Repairing tools and adding new 
3,000 00 
2,000 00 







Wages of 25 men and a craft for six months - 3,600 00 
~ubsistence for same - 1,500 00 
Quarter boat for laborers 600 00 
Tools to work with 300 00 
Contingent expenses - 1,000 00 
--- 7,000 00 
$30,000 00 
----------
MISSISSIPPI RIVER, November 10, 1838. 
R 2. 
HENRY M. SHREVE, 
Superintendent, o/c. 
LoursvrLLE, June 4, 1838. 
SrR: I have the honor to state to the department that, on the 9th of 
December last, the steam snag boat Eradicator, with a keel-boat in to\v, 
left this place f·or the great raft in Red river, for the purpose of completing 
its removal. 'l..,he steamer Pearl, with a keel-boat in tow, left on the 16th 
of that month; and the steamboat Laurel on the 27th of January last, 
destined to the same service. ,-rhe Eradicator arrived at the raft on the 
22d December, the Pearl on the 1st of January, and the Laurel on the 
8th of February. The work of removing the raft was resumed by the 
respective boats on their arrival, and was continued by the Laurel to the 
21st of April, by the Eradicator and Pearl to the lst of May, the pe-
riod for which the laborers were engaged. On the 7th of March last the 
first steamboat was enabled to force her way through the upper section of 
_ the raft; and up to the 29th five merchant boats had passed up quite 
through the raft. On that day the entire remainder of the raft was out, so 
as to leave a clear passage for boats. Still there remained in the channel a 
great number of snags, logs, &c., which have since been taken out by the 
Eradicator. On the 1st of May the navigation through the whole ex-
tent of the raft was cop.sidered safe, and was navigated by the largest class 
of boats trading in that river, with full cargoes, at the rate of seven miles 
an hour up stream, and twelve down, without damage to the boats. There 
were two boats lost near the head of the raft by striking snags: the Black 
Hawk on the 2d, and the Revenue on the 7th April. These accidents 
happened before the Eradicator had worked her way through that part 
of the river, and earlier than it was safe to risk a heavy laden steamer 
I 
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down the stream, by navigators that could not by any means know the river 
in so short a time after its channel had been opened; consequently they 
were exposed to great danger. The snag on which the Black Hawk struck 
was removed two days after the loss of that boat; it was found to be firmly 
fixed in a perpendicular position, with its roots twenty-three feet below the 
bottom of the river. The tree was about four feet in diameter, broken off 
about three feet below the surface of the water, and situated in a current 
of about five milP-s an hour. The steamer Revenue had broken a wheel 
shaft on the passage down the river, some fifty miles above the head of the 
raft, and was stove by running on shore, in consequence of her unmanage-
able condition, having but one wheel at work. However, there is now no 
obstruction of a dangerous character in the raft, that is known. I consider 
the navigatiOn as safe throngl1 that part of the river where the raft was 
formerly located, as at any other part of it, from forty-five miles above its 
mouth to the head of steamboat navigation, a distance estimated at 1)50 
miles. 'rhe former location of the raft occupied 165 miles of that distance. 
Its removal has extended the navigation by steamboats about 750 miles on 
the Red river proper. Its tributaries, from the best information I am in 
possession of, will afford about six hundred miles, with but partial improve-
ment in their channels, and may be f.xtended by improvements on the main 
river and its tributaries some nine hundred miles further, extendiug the 
whole line of navigation by the improvement 2,250 miles, passing through 
as fertile a soil as any on this continent, with a less proportion of land 
which is unfit for cultivation than any tract of the same extent in our coun-
try. The climate is well adapted to the culti\·ation of cotton; the latitude 
ranging from 32° to 35° north,. between the original foot of the raft and 
the head of navigation. The lands on the river bottom from the foot ot 
the raft to one hnndred miles above its head, have been nearly all redeemed 
from inundation by the removal of the timber from its bed ; all of which is 
now settling w1th unprecedent~d rapidity. In that part of the river where 
the raft was located, there was not the trace of a man to be seen from its 
foot np to Rush island, near the Caddo agency, when the work was com-
menced in 1S33, and which is now a continued line of cotton plantations, 
extending to the town of Shreveport, a distance of 115 miles. From that 
place to tile head of the raft there are many large improvements, and pre-
parations now in progress to put in cultivation a large portion of the land 
on that part of the river. The land lying bet\veen the Red and the Sabine 
rivers has also been thickly settled. There is, perhaps, a settler on every 
section of land in that whole district of country, covering a tract of 90 
miles north and south, and 40 east and west, lying within the State of Louis-
iana, which includes the Caddo purchase of the 1st July, 1835. The land 
lying between the Red river and the Ouachita, also, of about equal extent, 
and equal in quality: is settling- with almost as great rapidity. 
'fhe State of Arkansas has its southern boundary at 33° north latitude, 
which crosses the Red river about 15 miles due north, above the head of 
the great raft, and by the meanders of the river about 45 miles; and bas a 
boundary on the river, on the southwest bank, of about 200 miles ; on the 
northeast bauk to its northern boundary some 600 miles; all of which is 
!3ettling with a population that mu~t in a very few years prod nee some two 
lmndred thousand bales of cotton per annum, and an jmmensc amount of 
surplus provisions, bejng a good grain-growing country, <1nd equal to any 
in the United State5 for raising stock of any kind. Texas bus a boundary 
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on the southeast bank of the river of about 400 miles, which is also a 
valuable a tract of country as any within the limits of that Government, a 
great portion of which is settled by an industrious and enterprising popu-
latiou. 
The advantages to be derived from the removal of the great raft cannot 
now be calculated. The Government land on thut river has been enhanced 
in value to an immense amonnt, not less, I shonld judge, than $15,000,000. 
The settlers will reap iuestimable advantages from the same work. 
The expenditure for its removal under my superintendence, including 
the building of the steam snag-boat Eradicator, designed to keep clear 
new accumulations of obstructions in that part of the river called the 
Ilnft, has been $~11,129 50. It will be necessary to expend some $15,000 
a year in that river, to work the snag-boat Eradicator a part of each 
year, for which service she was constructed and is admirably well adapted, 
to remove such snags and logs as will, from time to time, rise from the 
hcd of the river and cave in from its banks; and to widen the stream at 
t:10se points where it has been contracted to so narrow a channel as not 
to afford suflicient room for the drifting trees that float down during the 
high freshets in that river. For that service I hope Congress will make 
provision, from time to time, and in time to admit of the work bemg prose-
cuted at the most advantageous season of the year, which is from the 1st 
of December to the 31st of May. During the snmmer and fall months the 
water is frequently too low to operate with a boat to advantage, and the 
work of too unhealthy a character to labor in that climate during- that part 
of the year when men will be subject to the prevl'liling diseases ot the 
country, and the annoyance from the immense swarms of mosquitoes that 
abonnd in the valley of that river. Four years will, in my opinion, be as 
lo11g as it will be necessary to keP.p np the improvement. In that time 
the channel of the river will probably have returned to its former width, 
by the operation of the current on its bottom and shores, which are both 
wearing- away continually; and by the assistance of the snag-boat tore-
move the Jogs and trees tlwt accnmulate in its bed, and clearing away 
the narrowest points, the navigation will be kept open without interrup-
tion. 'I'here is, also, some work necessary to be done on several of the 
bayous in tl1e upper seetion of the raft, to secure the water in its original 
c wnnel, and prevent the eulargemeut to such an exteut as to endanger 
C1e navigation of the river, by drawing more water from it than could be 
~pared from its volume in a low stage. I beg leave respectfnlly to recom-
mend that J·lrovision be also mnde for removing the snags from the bed of 
the river, above the raft, as high up as Fort Towson. That work is of 
great importance to the navigation of the river, and can be done at a small 
expense by the snng-boat Eradicator. The master of that boat can run 
tlp, from the raft, when the water is at the most favorable stages, and ex-
ecute the necessary work with but small ndditional expense to the opera-
tions in the raft region. There. nre, however, some part~ of that river that 
flow through banks that cave in to some extent, and keep up the supply of 
snags in that river, and large driftiug trees iu its current. The latter are 
liable to lodgB at the narrow points in the raft, nud give much more labor 
to remove them than would be required for felling the timber on the banks 
and cutting it into pieces, that would float down without interrupting- the 
navigation, and at the same time prevent the accumulation of snags at those 
points. For the execution of that \Vork, it will require the labor of 50 men 
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six months, at an expense of $l0,000. For both thes(~ objects, I would 
recommend an appropriation of 815,000, in addition to tbe sum neces-
sary to work the snag -bt)at in the raft. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servnnt, 
Gen. C. GRATIOT, 
HE_ TRY l\1. SHREVE, 
Superintendent. 
Chief b'ngineer, l'Vas!tington. 
s. 
Arkansas river. 
UNITED STATES SNAG·BOAT, HELJPOLIS, 
Jllississippi river, November 10, 1838. 
SrR : In conformity \vith your instructions, I have the honor to transmit 
herewith a report of the continuation of the improvement of the Arkansas 
river, dnriug the current year, ending the 30th of September last, with the 
progress rnade in that work. 
The steam snag-boat Eradicator continued to work in that river during 
the month of October, when she proceeded to Lonisville to fit ont for the 
removal of the g reat raft in Red river. 'rlw steamer Java, with two snag--
boats worked by hand, continued the work from the lst of October to the 
15th of April. The steam snag boat H. M. Shreve commenced opera-
tions in the A rknnsas in December, and continued to work to the 20th of 
April. The steam snag-boat Helipolis worked on that river from the 9th 
to the 22d of February, inclusive, removing in that time 191 snags and 
felling 307 trees from the caving in banks. The H. M. Slll'eve removed 
from the bed of the river 1,211 stwg.s: and felled from its caving in banks 
1,.)72 trees. 
The Javu and hand snng-boats renwved from the bed of the river 229 
snngs, and cnt from off the sand bars and shores 12,068 Jogs and snags, and 
felled from the caving in bauks of the river 68,763 trees. The Eradicator re-
moved from the bed of the river 26 snags, cut fi·om off the bars and shores 
116 snags and logs, and felled from the caving in banks 555 trees. (The 
Eradicator's crew was very unhealthy, and conld not work the boat with 
the part of the cre\v that was not sick, during the greater part of the month 
of Oetober.) By reference to the monthly reports of the captains of boats, 
it will he seen that t-he aggreg<lle number of snags removed by the boats 
was 1,657, the Jogs cut from off the bars and shores were 12,184, and the 
trees felled from the caving in hanks were 71.197. 'rhat work wns con-
fined to the river between Its mouth and Little Rock. The snags removed 
from the bed, and logs aud snags cut away from the bars and shores, pro-
duced a great improvement in the navigation of that river; the trees felled 
from the r-aving in bank~, will be a p1·evcntive of uew accumubtions of 
snags. At a medium stage of water, there were hut few snags to be seen 
when the operations \\·ere closed in the month of April last. Still there 
yet remained much to bo done in that river, to render its navigation safe at 
a low stage of water. The character of the river is different from most of 
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those of the southwest that have alluvial bottoms and caving in bp.nks, its 
depth of water being much less; consequently, every tree that falls into it 
and does not drift off with its current, iorms an obstruction. It will re-
quire great labor to render its navigation sate at low water. S till it has 
been greatly benefitted at low water, and rendered comparatively safe at a 
medium or higher stage. 
It is contemplated this year to work the machine boats which accom-
panied the Java last year, from November to June; the H. M. Shreve from 
the month of December to the 20th of April; the Archimedes from the 1st 
of February to the 30th of May. I would beg- leave to recommend a suf-
ficient appropriation for constructing a snag-boat for the improvement of 
the Arkansas river, to be worked in it at all seasons, when the stnge of 
water and health of crews will admit. By that means, advantage may be 
taken of the different stages of water, and the work carried on to much 
better advantage than by boats belonging to the other rivers that can only 
be spared from the works to which they belong when they are suspended 
for the time. 
To enable the superintendent to prosecute the work in the Arkansas river 
during the year 1839, the accompanying estimate is respectfully submitted, 
which is as small as can be npplied to advantage. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
General C. GRATIOT, 
HENRY M. SHREVE, Sup't, o/c. 
Chiif Engineer, JVashington. 
Estimate of funds 1·equired to continue t!te improvement of tfte nav. 
igation in the Arkansas river during t/~,e year L839, and 1st and 
2d quaTters of 1840. 
For building a sung-boat for tile improvement of the river, 
and fitting out tbe same c:omplete 
Working the same boat ten months -






HENRY ~1:. SHREVE, Sup~t, o/c. 
Ohio and Alississippi, between Louisville and New Orleans. 
UNITED STATES SNAG-BOAT HELIPOLIS, 
Jlrlississippi river, Novembe1· 1 O, 1838. 
SIR : In conformity with your instructions, l have the honor to transmit: 
herewith, a report of the condition of the navigation nf the Ohio and l\'lis-
sissippi rivers~ from Louisville to New Orleans, on the 30th Sept ember last, 
and the progress made in its improvement during the current year. 
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The steam snag-boat Archimedes was rebuilt, and commenced operations 
in the month of Decernber last. She is a very efficient boat, and works to 
the best advantage. 
By reference to the monthly reports of the masters of the snng-boats 
Hclipolis and Archimedes, it will be seen that 3,402 snags have been re-
moved from the bed of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, and that 12,125 
trees have been felled from the caving-in banks of the latter, during the year 
ending the 30th September, 1838. 
The stenm snng-boat Helipolis continued her operations from the 1st of 
October, 1837, to the 4th of May last, excepting a short time necessary to 
refit boat and engines, which was done at Louisville, Kentucky, and was 
laid up nt St. Louis from the 4th of May to the 1st of September, during 
which time all the requisite repairs to boat, boilers, and engines were made. 
'l'he new snag-boat Archimedes worked from December to the 2d of 
l\lay, 1838, and was then laid up at St. Louis, where all the necessary re-
pairs were also made. She left St. Louis, in company with the Helipolis: 
on the 1st of September last, and commenced operations in the Ohio river, 
near the mouth of Tennessee river, the water being too low to admit of her 
workitJg above that point. The two boats have removed during the 
month of September last, from fifty miles of the Ohio river and two hun-
dred miles of the Mississippi, below its confluence with the Ohio, 959 
snags, which has made a great improvement to that part of the Mississippi. 
Still, there are yet many daJfJgerous obstructions at the extreme low stage of 
water that now exists, being from five to six feet below any fall of water 
since the autumn of 1830. The obstructions alluded to, that remain in the 
upper part of the Mississippi, next below the mouth of the Ohio, consist of 
logs and roots lying on the bottom of the river, many of which cannot be 
removed in consequence of the water passing over them, without showing, 
by breakers; where they lie. Very nearly all those that leave a breaker on the 
water can be removed by the snag-boats when in their vicinity. A large num-
ber of the snags removed in September last, were of that character; but the 
water had not fallen to its present low stage by about three feet, until since 
that time, and the number of snags of that character, and snch as will be dan-
gerous at a higher stage, are so numerous in all that part of the river below 
where the boats are now operating, near the mouth of the White river, that 
I deem it of greater importance to the navigation to continue to work down 
the river, removing all snags and logs that can be seen, than to run np to 
remove such as are left behind, which will not be at all dangerous whPn 
the water has risen some six feet, and which, in all probability, will take 
place in a few days hence. I may here observe that, in my opinion, the 
navigation of the Mississippi river will be dangerous at its extreme low 
stages of water for many years yet to come; but when it is some ten feet 
above extreme low water mark, (which is the case in the driest seasons, 
about nine months of the year, and has been throughout the whole year, 
for the last seven years,) there will be no danger .to be apprehended from 
snags unless boats are imprudently run too close along the shores. 
Two snag-boats are capable of clearing out the annual accumulation each 
year, and will, in all probability, get through all that part of the river dur-
mg the present year, where the snags are the most dangerous, before the water 
rises, and will have removed many hundreds of logs that have not been 
seen above water, or by thnir breakers, since the fall of 1830; and should 
the next year's fall of water be as low as this now is, the two boats now at 
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work will be enabled to remove very nearly all thnt can be taken out during 
the season, besides taking away those that accumulate in the next spring 
freshets. 
Last year there were but very fi~w snags to be seen in the river, iu its 
whole course, from New Orleans to the Ohio, nntil after the water had 
fallen some twenty-five or thirty feet, but since it has become low there are 
a great number to be seen. At some points they are numerous ; still, few 
of them are dangerous compared to such as were in the river previous to 
the removal of the old standing sawyers and planters, by the snag-boats, 
and at' the present time there are but very few compared to the number that 
existed ten years ago; and, for the first four hundred miles below tho 
mouth of the Ohio river, where the boats have worked to in the last two 
months, there are none except such as lie very low and were not visible 
when the snag-boats worked in their vicinity. For the whole number of 
snags removed by the snag-boats since the 19th of August, 1829, see annual 
reports from that time to the present. They would be herein stated but 
for want ofthe copies of the reports retained by me, which are in Louis-
ville, and my several duties at this time have made it necessary for me to 
make ont this report on the river. 
There has been no work done in the Ohio river during the last year, 
ending the 30th of September last, except by the snog-boats in the month 
of ApriL All the snags that were visible above water at the stage of the 
river at that time, were removed. 
There still remain many logs lying on its bottom, that are a great dis-
advantage to the navigation at extreme ]ow water, but not in the way 
when the river is a few feet above ]ow water mark 'l'hat rjver has been 
much lower during the present autumn than at any time since 1830, and 
at many bars where there have not been dams thrown up to contract the 
water, it has been as low as eighteen to twenty inches of water iu the best 
channel; but where dams have been built there has not been less than 
three feet, and were the dams repaired and finished to the extent contem-
plated, there would, undoubted~y, be four feet depth of water in the chan-
nel. As a proof of that fact, the dams at the '"rhree Sisters island, fifteen 
miles above the Cumberland river, were finished, and at that place there 
has not been less than four feet at the lowest stt1ge this season. In my 
opinion, the propriety of continuing that work has been thorougllly tested 
by the depth of water found at all of the dams this year. 
Those dams, to wit, at Cumberland, Three Si~ters, 'l'hree Mile island: 
Scuffieton, and French island, were formerly decidedly the shoalest and 
most difficult bars to pass in the Ohio river; now they can all be passed 
with but little loss of time. 
Preparations were made, as fOon as practicable after the approp ·iations 
made by the last session of Congress had passed, to resume the work on 
the dams in the Ohio, but the late period at which they were made rendered 
it impo:::;sible to take advantage of the low water of the summer to execute 
any part of that work, and the force designed for that operation did uot 
get to work until October, when they commenced to complete the work at 
the dam near the head of Cumberland island, and will probably finish that 
dam before the water rises, which, when done, will be a valuable and per-
manent improvement of tne shoals at the head and foot of that island. 
I beg leave to suggest that ample appropriations ba made for the improve-
ment of the Ohio river, by wing dams, from Louisville to the Mississippi, 
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and that the superintendency be placed in charge of the same person who 
may be superintending the improvement of the Ohio river above the falls, 
or that a separate superintendent be appointed to execute that work. I 
would also state that it is not in my power to carry on the works in the 
Mississippi, Red river, and. Arkansas, with the Ohio, and do justice to all 
of those works. I must therefore beg- to be relieved from the Ohio, which 
differs so materially from that of the other rivers that it requires much 
more of my time than can be sp~red tram the other rivers. 
To carry on the several operations to advantage during the year 1839, 
and 1st and 2d quarters of 1840, it will require an appropriation of $145,000; 
an estimate for which is herewith submitted. 
H. M. SHREVE, Superintendent, ~·c. 
Gen. C. GRATIOT, Chief Engineer. 
Estimate of funds required to continue the impr.()vement of the · Ohio 
and Miss,issippi rivers, from Louisville to New Orleans, during the 
year 1839, and the 1st and 2d q~taTlers of 1840. 
1. For safe keeping thG two snag-boats and making 
the necessary repairs to hulls and engi~1es 
. New set of boilers and furnaces for the Helipolis 
3. \Yages of crews, 8 months, $1,000 each~ 
4. Subsistence of crews same time, 80 men, at $10 
per month each -
5. 4,000 cords of wood, at $2 75 per cord -
6. Lumber, iron, engine stores, and cordage for two 
boats same time -
7. Contiugent expenses, my allowance, clerk's wages, 
and transportation 
8. 2 steamboats to transport rock for dams in the 
Ohio river 
9. 8 boats to carry stone, at $1 ,!JOO 
10. 5 quarter boats for laborers, at $600 each 
11. \V ages of 2 assistant superintendents, at $125 per 
month, each 4 months -
12. Wages of 14 overseers cmd mechanics -
13. "'\Vages of 250 men, at $20 per month, 4 months 
14. Subsistence of the whole 
15. 2:000 cords of wood for steamboats, at $2 50 per 
cord 
16. Engine stores for two boats 
17. For iron, steel, and tools, to be added to stock on 
hand 























HENRY M. SHRENE, 
Superintendent, 9-"-c. 
MisSISSIPPI RivER, November 10, 1838. 
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E:r-.GINEER DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, December 6, 1!:538. 
SIR: I have the honor to submit, herewith, the annual report of the officP-r 
in charge of the Ohio river above the fulls, in duplicate, being supplemen-
tal to the annual report of the department already rendered. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, (by order,) 
FRBO. A. SlVll1.,H. · 
l-Ion. J . .R. PoiNSETT, 
Copt. Assistant to Chief .Rngiuecr. 
Secretary of lTar, Washington. 
Ul. 
Improvement of the Ohio river above the falls. 
OFFICE OHIO RIVER IMPROVEMENT, 
Pittsburgh, November 24., 1838. 
SrR: The present season has been highly favorable to the prosecution 
of the works under my charge, the Ohio river having been lowvr than ever 
before known. The late period at which the appropriation was pas~ed pre. 
vented an early resumption of the works. It was about the 1st of August 
that they were got under active progress, which continued until the 1st of 
November. In obedience to the regulation of the department, I have now 
the honor to report the progress and state of the operations for improving 
the navigation oft he Ohio river above the falls on the 30th September, 1838. 
The dam at Brown's island was completed or. the 24th of September, 
there having beea 3,942 adclitional perches of stone built into it since the 
30th September, 1837; it has effected a permanent improvement. The 
advantage is most apparent and beneficial at a three foot stage of water in 
the channel, when the increase it gives to the depth willt~qual a foot; but 
at the lowest stage it will ~1ot exceed eight inches. 
The dam at Captina island was commenced directly after the completion 
of the dam at Brown's island. The expenditure in relation to this darn will 
be embraced in the next yeRr's report. The dam was finished the 1st of 
November. It is 885 feet long, 40 feet wide, and contains about 2,000 
perches of stone. This darn will turn all the water down the right chan-
nel at a three and a half foot stage of water. 
The dam at White's ripple and the trap was commenced on the 23d of 
July; it will not be completed until the next season. On the 30th Septem· 
ber 63!) perches of stone were built into it. The boating of stone was sus-
pended on the 1st November; the quarrying will be continued during the 
winter and spring, until a sufficient quantity of stone is procured to com-
plete it. This dam extends 3,238 feet from the foot of Long island to the 
left wing of the trap. It i~ intended to improve both shoals, and unless the dam 
was continuous the greater quantity of water below White's ripple would 
pass to the left of the trap, and not through the channeL which is now 
straightened and widened. After the improvements at Brown's island, the 
trap was the shoalest and narrowest place on the river. 
There were removed with the hand machine boats, from the 30th Septem-
ber, 1837, to the 30th September, 1838, S8t3 snags, 3,270 rocks, and six 
sunken fiat boats. 
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The steam snag machine boat "H. M. Shreve" removed, during the 
fourth quarter, 1837, 214 snags and two sunken boats; she was then em-
ployed in the Arkansas river during the winter and spring. After her re-
turn, and undergoing the necessary repairs, she commenced at Louisville, 
and on the 1st of August had worked up to Cincinnati, when the river hav-
ing fallen too low for her to pass over the bars, the crew were employed in 
excavating a ledge of rock from the bed of the river in the harbor, and on 
tha 30th September were discharged, having removed 359 snags, eight 
sunken boats, and 310 trees cut from the shore. 
During the months of October and November the captain of the steam-
snag machine boat" H. M. Shreve" has been employed in excavating rocks 
from the falls of the Ohio river, so as to straight~n, deepen, and widen the 
channel. 'rhis boat is in a bad state of repair, owing to the heavy work on 
the Arkansas river. 
The levelling and surveying of the river were continued from Steuben-
ville to Letart's' falls, a distance of 166 miles: being 234 miles from Pitts-
burgh. The fall from Pittsburgh to Letart's falls is 167 14-i-lo feet, being. at 
the rate of mght and six-tenths inches per mile. This survey was made 
with great care and minuteness by my assistant, Mr. Fuller. In addition to 
it I made, in September, an examination of the river from Pittsburgh to Cin-
cinnati, taking the s<mndings of all the bars, and closely observing such 
points as required improvement. 'rhe river at this time being at the lowest 
stage, presented a very different appearance from what it usnally does; nav-
' igation was entirely confined to skiffs and row-boats; the river was so low 
that, while there were eighteen inches of water for my narrow row-boat, a 
keel-boat of the usual width and length could not have found more than 
twelve inches on many bars. 
A memoir: accompanying this report, exhibits the character cf the fixed 
obstructions, with remarks relative to their removal and improvement; also 
a table of the bars, &c., giving the fall, velocity, soundings, and discharge 
of the river at the lowest stage. Both these were drawn up from the sur-
vey as far as extended, and repeated examinations of the part below. 
The inconvenience and loss arising from an interrupted navigation of 
the river has been felt throughout the Union. Large quantities of merchan-
dise destined west were detained, for want of river transportation, at Pitts-
burgh, \¥heeling, and Portsmouth, and the produce of the country at the 
points where grown. Trav~llers had to resort to an expensive land trans-
portation, or await the rising of the river. To give an idea of the length 
of the suspension of navigation, I will mention that steamboats stopped tak-
ing freight about the 20th July, and the lightest draught stopped running on 
the 26th August. Qn the 22d October a few ligh draught boats commenced 
running i on the 8th of November steamboats recommenced freighting; 
so that ~teamboat navigation from this port was entirely suspended for fifty-
seven days, and for three and a half months stramboats carried little or no 
freight. Freight was carried on keel-boats to about the 7th of September, 
when the river became so low that they could barely run light, until about 
the 17th of October, when a slight rise of the river enabled them to carry 
freight again ; so that for forty days there was no freight shipped from this 
port. 
From repeated examinations of the river, and those made during the 
lowest water of this year, I have become quite familiar with the obstruc-
tions. For some time the subject of improving the navigation has re-
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ceived my closest attention ; the result of which is, I am convinced that 
the river can be made navigable for the lightest draught steamboats at the 
lowest water, and in ordinary seasons for boats of three feet draught. By 
reference to the accompanying table, it will be seen that eighteen inches 
was the general depth of water on the shoal bars, but wherever all the 
water of the river passed through one channel, no matter how swift, it was 
always at lea~t twenty-four inches deep, so that the concentration evidently 
increases the depth six inches at the lowest stage. Perfecting this concen-
tration, clearing the bed of all irregularities, and cutting down high lumps, 
the depth can be increased six inches more, thus making the lowest stage 
equal to thirty inches. There are at least twenty boats navigating the river 
which can run in that depth of water. The susceptibility of a river for 
improvement depends very much on the nature of the bed and shores. 
When the bed is uniform and stable, the improvements may be very per-
manent, but if the bottom is composed of quicksand, or any other shifting 
substance, the improvements may be only temporary, and when on the point 
of completion may be found useless. The Ohio river presents almost every 
feature to the study of the engineer. It is, however, only between Ports-
mouth and Cincinnati: thilt the bottom is formed of lo"ose sand and gravel, 
and the ehannelliable to shift its direction. 
The pools of the river at low water are comparatively stagnant, averag-
ing fifteen feet deep, and the length variable. 'l'he quantity of water dis-
charged at the ripples, seems to be influenced by the length and depth of 
the pool above. Near Pittsburgh the discharge is about lUO,OOO cubic feet 
per minute, below Marietta, about 150,000, and I think about 200,000 
passes over the falls in the same time. For convenience in classification, I 
will divide the river between Pittsburgh and the falls of the Ohio into six 
sections, viz : 
First. From Pittsburgh to Wheeling 
Second. From Wheeling to Letart's falls 
Third. From Letart's falls to Guyandotte -
Fourth. From Guyandotte to Portsmouth -
Fifth. From Portsmouth to Cincinnati 







The first and second sections present generally the same character ; both 
have been minutely and carefully surveyed. The bed is generally firm 
and stable. These sections are highly susceptible of permanent improve-
ment. rrhe third section not yet surveyed. Most of the bars have a gravel 
or rock bottom. Some, however, have a shifting sand bottom. There are 
two points on this 5ection which require immediate improvement : .Racoon 
islan~ ·and Green bottom ripple. 'The fourth section is only dangerous on 
account of the great number of detached rocks scattered over the bed of 
the river, and some lumps of pebbles and small stones. The improvements 
on this section wi11 be chiefly confined to the removal of these obstructions. 
The fifth section is of a different character from any other part of the river, 
quicksand predominating on the bars, which are shifting. rrhe channel at 
several places changes its direction as the river rises or falls. The improve-
ment of this section, excepting the removal of snags and rocks and the 
clearing of the shores, is the most doubtful. The only permanent improve· 
ment at present proposed is at Brnsh creek island. . The sixth and last sec-
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tion is certainly the most important, as the commerce of the upper sections 
has to pass it, and as it unites two such important points as Louisville and 
Cincinnati. The river experiences less change than anywhere else, and 
requires less improvement in proportion tb the distance. If Fredericksburg 
bar was improved, it would almost secure an uninterrupted summer naviga-
tion. It is proposed to be effected next year. As the works progress, Gun-
powder, Craig's bar, and the Grassy flats, will also require improvement. 
The part available of the appropriation of this year, the balance unex-
pended on the 30th September, 1837, and the sales of public property, 
amount to $37,647 83; ofthis sum, on the 30th September, 1838,$29,338 83 
had been expended, leaving $8,309 00 available for the fourth quarter of 
1838. The works proposed to be carried on next year, as will be seen by 
the accompanying estimate, are expected to cost $325,000; deducting the 
$25,000 of the appropriation of 1838, available in 1 83~, leaves $300,000. 
I respectfully suggest that the department may request this sum to be 
appropriated for continuing the improvement of the navigation of the Ohio 
river above the falls. 






A rnemoir of the examinations and surveys of the Ohio river, made in 
1837 and J 838. The soundings reduced to the low water of September, 
1838. 
Alleghany, or Stone bar, at the confluence of the two rivers, at high wa. 
ter, but above it at the lowest stage; then the Monongahela, crosses this 
bar, running into the same pool with the Alleghany ; water 1 foot 6 inches 
deep; no improvement contemplated at present; pool to Brunot's island 
10 to 15 feet deep. 
Brunot's island, 2 miles ; the river is here divided into two unequal 
parts, the largest passing down the left side ; channel at present on the 
right; two shoals or bars ; Glass-house ripple at the head, and a gravel bar 
at the foot; the former, gravel bottom ; 1 foot 5 inches water, velocity 2lo 
miles per hour, (discharging about 40,000 cubic feet pP.r minute;) through 
the latter an artificial channel, running down to the foot of the island, was 
formerly cut; 18 inches water. On the left side, there is good water to the 
rock and gravel bar at the mouth of Chartier's creek; over this bar there is 
18 inches water; velocity 1 1 80 mile, (discharging about 60,000 cubic 
feet;) ther~ are a great many detached rocks on the bar, which, being re-
moved, will make a good and safe channel down this side ; then, if all the 
water in the river were concentrated in this channel, it would always be 
deep enough. 
,.-rhe permanent improvement of the channel on the right presents great 
tlifficulty, and can only be effected at a great expense, and some risk to the 
navigation. It will require the detached bar at the head of the island to be 
united, by a dam, with the left shore, so as to deflect all the water of the 
river into the channel. This dam will be quite long, and pass through a 
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part of the pool, from 10 to 15 feet deep. Again, at the foot of the 
island the water will spread over the shore bar, unless prevented, which 
only could be done by the erection of a wing dam, so as to turn a1l the 
water towards the foot of the island; but this would much endanger the 
navigation, when the dam would be submerged. Pool to Long island, 8 
to 9 feet deep. 
Long or Neville's island. No water passes down the left of this island, 
but when the river is at a higher stage. For the general improvement 
of the sho:1ls on the rig-ht side, viz: Horsetail, Lowrie's, Duffis, Merri-
man's, and White's ripples, it would be necessary to build a dam from 
the ]eft shore to the head of Davis's island, and one connecting the two 
islands. 
Horsetail ripple, 3 miles; rock and gravel bottom; 18 inches water; 
velocity 2{ll miles; to be improved by a wing dam on the island bar; 
the removal of the old milldam on the right, and some rocks at the foot 
of the ripple. 
Lowrie's ripple, 2-k miles; rock and gravel bottom; 18 inches water; 
velocity 2/0 miles ; no improvement contemplated at present, excepting the 
removal of some rocks at the head of the ripple, and from the pool be· 
low. 
Duff's bar, -!mile; large gravel; 18 inches water; velocity 2l0 miles; 
to be improved by filling up the artificial channel: by throwing the river 
into its old bed, along the island shore, and by removing detached rocks. 
Merriman's ripple, 2 miles; from Pittsburgh 10 miles; small gravel 
bottom; 18 inches water; velocity 2 miles; to be improved by a dam 
from left shore parallel to right, extending to the head of Dry bar. 
White's ripple, -! mile; gravel bottom; 26 inches water since the im-
provement; dam to be increased and strengthened at the head. 
Wollery's trap, 1 mile; gravel bottom ; 16 inches water ; velocity 2!o-· 
rrhese two ripples have been improved by a continuous dam, from the 
foot of Long island to the left-hand wing of the trap, and the channel 
at the trap to be widened, by saraping from its sides towards the dam, 
and also towards the right shore, and the dam to be increased and 
strengthened. 
Deadman's ripple, 2 miles ; the channel to the right of Dry bar, no 
water passing to the left. At the head there is a small dry bar to th~ right 
of the channel, around which some water passes. 'l1 his should be turned 
into the main channel, which is good and direct. Between the bars there 
are some detached rocks; at the foot, gravel bo.ttom; 18 inches water; cur-
rent swift, velocity 3lo- miles. · To be improved by scraping off the point, 
and 'cutting a channel directly down right shore. Pool to Sewickly, 10 to 
12 feet deep. 
Sewickly bar, 2! miles; rocl{ and gravel bottom; 28 inches \Vater. No 
improvement contemplated at present, except the removal of some detached 
rocks. 
Logtown bar, 2! miles; gravel bottom; 17 inches at head, 18 inchP.s at 
foot. To be improved by a long dam from right shore to Dry bar; thence 
running down the bars parallel to left shore, and by scraping about 1,000 
feet through a bar of small gravel, thereby opening a new channel. Pool 
to Crow island 6 to 7 feet deep. 
Crow island, foot 3-! miles; gravel bottom; 21 inches water. The water 
is well concentrated; some rocks and lumps of rocks and gravel to be 
removed. 
-·- - ~ 
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Waller's r! pple, -~ mile ; rock and gravel bottom ; 2 feet water ; velocity 
3 -{0 miles. Pool to Atcheson's bar, 7 to 8 feet. 
Atcheson's bar, 3 miles; stone and gravel bottom; channel near the 
right shore; 2 L inches water. To be improved by removing detached 
rocks. 
Beaver shoals, head 1 mile; gravel bottom; 2 feet 6 inches water; mid-
dle, rock nnd gr,tvel bottom; 2 feet 6 inches water; foot, rock and gravel 
bottom; 18 inches water; current swift; velocity 3 -{IJ miles; channel 
very crooked and dangerous ; to beimproved by throwing it down the left 
shore, openiug the new channel, and closing up the old one, by a dam from 
the foot of the upper bar to the head of the bar separating the old from the 
contemplated channel. At the head of the shoals, nbout three-fourths of 
the water in the river passes down the ch:tnnel; below the middle bar, it 
begins to waste over towards the left shore, leaving only about one-fourth 
of the water to pass through the channel at the foot. 'rhe proposed chan-
nel will require the excavation of solid rock at the head: for a distance of 
-feet, to the depth of 2 feet, and width of 100 feet. There are, also, a 
great mnny detached ro~ks t0 be removed. There is a small round bar 
of stone and gravel at the foot of the proposed channel, which will have to 
be removed, as it divides the water. Pool to Racoon 6 to 7 feet deep. 
Racoon :shoals, 1! mile; Pittsburgh 29 miles ; rock and gravel bottom ; 
20 inches water. Nearly all the water passes down the channel ; some, 
however, rnns to the left over the bar. To be improved by a wing dam 
from each shore, so as to concentrate the water in the present channel. 
Montgomery's island, 3 miles; Pittsburgh 32 miles; gravel bottom; 2 
feet water. All the water passes down the left side ; some detached rocks 
to be removed. Pool to Phillis's island 6 to 8 feet deep. 
Phillis's island, head, 3 miles; channel to tlie right; gravel bottom ; 22 
inches water; current swift; velocity 3 -f-0 miles ; foot, 23 inches water; 
some rocks at the foot of the island. To be improved by a dam from left 
sid~ to head of island. Pool to Georgetown island 5 to 6 feet deep. 
Georgetown island, 2! miles; channel to the left; gravel bottom; 23 
inches water. All the water passes to the left; a few obstructions to be re-
moved. Pool to Line island 6 to 7 feet deep. 
Line island, 3-~ miles; channel to the left; 110 water passing down 
the right side; rock and gravel bottom; 2 feet \Vater; velocity 4-{0 miles; 
a small bar divides it at the head narrowing the channel to about 80 feet; 
this bar to be removed and the channel made nearer the left shore ; at a 
.3 feet stage, a part of the water in the river flows down the right side of the 
island. The channel for this stage would be improved by stopping up the 
right side. 
Bahb's island; chaJ>lnel to the left; no water passing down the right; 
bar at the foot ; 2 miles ; Pittsburgh 43 miles ; sand and gravel bottom ; 2~ 
inches water. 
Wellsvill's bar, 4 miles; channel close to the left shore; gravel bot-
tom ; 2 feet water; current sluggish. 
Daker's island, 2-! miles; channel to the right; 18 inches water; current 
sluggish ; to be improved. 
Kneasby's cluster, head ~i miles ; gravel bottom ; 2 feet water ; cur-
rent very swift; foot 17 inches water ; to be improved by a dam from left 
shore to head of Right Hand Island bar, removing rocks, &c., and such 
other improvements at the foot as may be suggested on further examination. 
21 
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Black's island, head 2 miles; Pittsburgh 54 miles; channel to the left; 
fiat gravel bar at the head ; 21 inches water; velocitJ 2190 miles ; to be 
improved by a dam from the head of the island running up the dry bar, 
parallel to the Virginia shore, nearly to the channel, thence, parallel to the 
direction, to the Ohio shore. 
King's creek bar, 6! miles ; stone and gravel ; 3 feet water since the 
improvement at Brown's island. 
Brown's island, ! mile; channel to the left; 20 inches water at the head, 
middle, and foot; velocity 21%- miles. 
Since the improvements have been completed no boats have stuck on 
this bar, which was, formerly, so perfect an obstruction to the navigation. 
The improvements are most beneficial at a 3 feet stage. 
Wills's creek island, 4! miles; rock and gravel bottom; 2 feet water; 
velocity 21
8
0 miles; loose rocks to be removed and a large nnmber to be 
taken out of the pool above the bar commonly called Cable's eddy. 
Ferry bar, at the Upper Steubenville ferry; 1! mile; rock and gravel 
bottom; 20 inches water; several rocks to be removed. Pool to Wells's bar, 
9 to 10 feet deep; gravel bottom. 
Wells's bar: 1! mile; Pittsburgh 68! miles; stone and gravel; 2 feet 
water; velocity 1 1~ mile; to be improved by a wing dam (segment of a 
circle) from left shore; tbe improvement for a 3 foot stage, as a large por-
tion of the water passes down the left side at that stage. Pool to Mingo 
island, 12 to 15 feet deep; gravel bettom. 
Mingo island, 1! mile; channel, at present, to the left; gravel bottom; 
18 inches water; velocity 1 17T> mile ; right side 14 inches water; cur-
rent swift; to be improved by closing the left channel with a dam, and re-
moving small rocks from the head of the proposed channel; it may also re-
quire some scraping. Pool to Cross creeks, 9 to 10 feet deep; gravel. 
Cross creeks bar, 2 miles; rock and gravel; 30 inches water; velocity 
21 \y miles. Pool to Cox's bar 10 to 11 feet; gravel bottom. 
Cox's bar: 1 mile; gravel bottom; r20 inches water; velocity 1 1\ ; 
this place may require a 'ving dam from the left shore to concentrate the 
water. Pool to Buffalo creek, 12 to 15 feet deep ; gravel bottom. 
Buffalo creek bar, 1! mile; gravel bottom ; 3 feet water. Pool to Buck-
bottom bar, 9 to 10 feet deep; gravel bottom. 
Buckbottom bar, 2! miles; a dry gravel bar in the middle of the river; 
channel to the right; 17 inches water; velocity 11 30 mile; to be improved 
by a dam from left shore to head of bar, and removing obstructions. Pool 
to Sh0rt creeks, 10 to 1l feet deep; sand and gravel. 
ShNt creek bar, 3! miles; Pittsburgh 80-! miles; gravel bottom; 2 feet 
water; current swift. This place may require a wing dam from the right 
ehore t improve a 3 foot stage. Pool to Pike island, 7 to~ feet deep; gravel 
bottom. 
Pike island, 2! miles; channel to the right; gravel bottom; 3U inches 
water. Pool to Twin islands 6 to 7 feet deep; sand and gravel bottom. 
'rwiu islands, head 1i mile; channel to the right; gravel bottom; 31 
inches water. At the foot of the Upper Twin, the channel is very narrow; 
.fine gravel bottom; 18 inches water; velocity 2io miles. There is a 
small dry bar off the foot of the island, between the channel and the right 
shore ; some water passes around it ; a good deal of water passes to the left 
of the islands. This place must be improved, but it will require most par-
ticular attention in properly locating the dams, their position not being, as 
yet, determined. Pool to Bnrlington, 6 to 7 feet deep; sand and gravel. 
--~- ~ -
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Burlington bar, 1~ mile ; rock and gravel bottom; 22 inches water; 
velocity 2-io miles. The improvement here will be difficult; it may be 
that a better channel may be made down the right shore. Pool to \Vhecl-
ing island 12 to 18 feet deep ; sand and gravel bottom. 
\Vheeling island; channel to the left; head 2! miles; Pittsburgh 88~­
miles; gravel bottom ; 22 inches water; velocity 21
2a miles; foot, 18 inches 
water; velocity 1180 mile. To be improved by dam from right side to 
head of dry bar; some obstructions and bars to be removed, and the water 
prevented from running to right of a small dry bar near the head of the 
island. Pool to Bogg's island, 12 to 13 feet deep; gravel bottom. 
Bogg's island, 4 miles; channel to the left; no water passiDg down the 
right side. At head, gravel bottom, 18 inches water; velocity 2150 miles. 
Pool to McMahon's creek, 10 to 12 feet deep; gravel bottom. 
McMahon's creek bar, 2 miles; rock and gravel bar in the middle of the 
river; channel usually n1ns to the right; 20 inches water ; velocity 21311 
miles; to be imprm·ed by closing the right, opening the left channel, and 
clearing it of obstructions. Pool to Little Grave creek, 12 to 15 feet deep; 
rock and gravel bottnm. 
Little Grave creek bar, 5! miles; Pittsburgh 100-f miles; rock and gravel 
bottom ; 30 inches water ; velocity 21%- miles. All the water passes through 
the channel, which is about 200 feet wide, exhibiting oP.e of the best in-
stances of the advantages arising frorn concentrating the water. Pool to 
Big Grave creek, 14 to 15 feet deep; sand and gravel bottom. 
Big Grave creek bar, lf mile; rock and gravel bar; 30 inches water; 
velocity at a 3 foot stage, 3-f8 0 miles; current much more sluggish at lowest 
water. Pool to Captina is and, 12 to 15 feet deep; rock and gravel bot-
tom. 
Captina island, 4k miles ; rock and gravel bottom; new channel to the 
right; 10 inches water before improvement; 18 inches since; velocity 
2~ 0 miles; improved by a dam from Virginia shore to head of dry bar; 
some rocks still to be rcmorcd. Pool to Cnptina creek, 12 to 14 feet deep; 
sand and gravel. 
Captina creek bar, 2 miles; rock and gravel ; 39 inches water. Pool to 
Fish creek island, 12 to 15 feet deep; gravel bottom. 
Fish Creek island, ~-!- miles; channel to the right; gravel bottom; 18 
inches water; veloctty 2 1 \ miles ; to be improved by a dam from left shore 
to head oflsknd bar. Pool to Johnson's bar, 10 to 11 feet deep; gravel bot-
tom. 
Johnson's bar, 2 miles; gravel bottom; 2 feet water; velocity 2/0 miles. 
Pool to Sunfish creek, L2 to 13 feet deep; sand and gravel b0ttom. 
Sunfish creek bar, 3 miles; Pittsburgh 117l miles; rock and gravel bottom; 
26 inches water; some rocks to be removed. Pool to Oppossum creek, 12 
to 15 feet; rock, sand, and gravel bottom. 
Oppossum creek bar, 2 miles; g-ravel bottom; 18 inches water; velocity 
2-(0 miles. Pool to Rogers's bar, 10 to 11 feet deep; sand and gr-avel bottom. 
Rogers's bar, 1-!- mile; gravel bottom; 38 inches water. Pool to Proctor's 
run bar, 9 to 10 feet deep; gravel bottom. 
Proctor's run bar,! mile; gravel bottom; 2 feet water. Pool to Dry 
run, 12 to 13 feet deep; gravel bottom. 
Dry run bar,-!- mile; gravel bottom; 30 inches water. Pool to Muckle-
downies, 12 to 14 feet ; sand and gravel bottom. 
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1\'lnckledownies bar; rock and gravel bottom ; ~0 inches water. Pool to 
.F'ishing creek, 10 to 11 feet deep; gravel bottorn. 
1--,ishing creek bar, 5-! miles; Pittsburgh 1~8!- miles; a dry gravel bar 
divides the river; right channel 18 inches water; velPcity 3l0 miles; to 
be improved by u dam from the mouth of the creek to head of bar. Pool 
to Pedin's island, 12 to 15 feet deep; gravel bottom. 
Pedin's island, 2! miles; Pittsburgh 131 miles; channel to the right; 
gravel bottom; 7 feet 3 inches water. Pool to ·williamson's island: 12 to 
14 feet deep; gravel bottom. 
\Villiamson's island, 2!- miles; channel to the right; gravel bottom; 4 feet 
3 inches water. 
Whitton's tow head, 1! miles; gravel bottom ; 18 inches water, velocity 
1 1
8n mile. Pool to Wells's island, 12 to 15 feet deep; gravel bottom. 
Wells's island, 3!- miles; channel to the right; gravel bottom; 22 inches 
water; velocity 2 1 '0 miles; requires improvement. Pool to Mill creek 
island, 12 lo 14 feet deep; gravel bottom. 
Mill creek island, 2! miles; channel to the right; gravel bottom; 18 in-
ches water; requires improvement. Pool to Grand View island, 5 to 6 feet 
deep; gravel bottom. 
Grand View island, 1 mile; 141! miles to Pittsburgh ; channel to the 
right; gravel bottom ; 2 feet water; sev6ral rocks to be removed. 
Grand View shoals, 1! mile; gravel bottom; 20 inches water; to be 
improved. Pool to Shifta.il ripple, 6 to 7 feet deep, gravel bottom. 
Shiftail ripple, 2! miles; gravel bottom; 18 inches water; to be improved. 
Pool to Petticoat ripple: 7 to 8 feet deep; gravel bottom. 
Petticoat ripple, 1! mile ; gravel bottom; dry bar in the middle of tbe 
river ; channel to the right; 14 inches water; to be improved by a dam 
from the l.eft shore to head of bar, and by strengthening the bar on the 
right, by n small dam. Pool to Grape and Bat islands, 13 to 15 feet deep; 
gravel bottom. 
Grape and Bat islands, 4 miles ; channel to the right ; gravel bottom ; 20 
inches water; velocity 2160 miles; dischnrges 149,095 cubic feet per minute. 
Pool to Middle island: 9 to 10 feet deep ; gravel bottom. 
Middle island, 1! mile; Pittsburgh 152 miles; gr~vel bottom; 21 inches 
water; reqnires improvement. Pool to Brothers, 14 to 15 feet deep; rock 
and gravel bottom. · 
Row lands race, at foot of 2d Brother, 6!- miles ; rock and gravel bottom ; 
23 inches water; velocity 3130 miles; disehnrging 149,105 cubic feet per 
minute; no improvement proposed at present. Pool to 3d Brother, 7 to 8 
feet water ; gravel bottom. 
3d Brother island, ! mile ; channel lo the right; gravel bottom; :~ feet 
water; no improvement required. Pool to Henderson's tow head, 5 to 6 
feet seep ; gravel bottom. 
Henderson's tow head, lt mile; channel to the right; gravel bo:tom; 
4 feet water. Pool to Bull creek, 6 to 8 feet deep ; gravel bottom. 
Bull creek bar, 3! miles; gravel bottom; 18 inches water; requires im-
provement. Pool to Carpenter's bar, 10 to 11 feet deep; gravel bottom. 
Carpenter's bar, 2 miles; gravel bottom; 18 inches water ; require~ im-
provement. Pool to Marietta island, 7 to 8 feet deep ; gravel bottom. 
Marietta island, head, 2 miles; Pittsburgh 167! miles; channel to the 
right; gravel bottom; 3 feet water; 22 inches water on Duck creek bar; 
16 inches on bar at the foot, composed of shifting sand and gravel; to be 
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improved by a dam from the Virginia shore, to head of the island bar; and 
also a wing dam at the foot, if it be fonnd necessary. Pool to 1\iuskingum 
island, 14 to 15 feet de_.,p, sand and gravel bottom . 
.Muskingnm island, 3! miles; Pittsburgh 17 4 miles; right channel 14 in-
ches water at the head; 27 inches middle; 20 inches foot; left channel 14 
inches water. To be improved by closing the rjght channel with a dam 
from Ohio shore, to head of the island. It is difficult to decide whieh ehan-
nel should be selected for improvement; the only advantage in taking the 
left is, that it will reqnire a less expensive dam to stop np the right side. 
Pool to James island, 9 to 10 feet deep; gravel bottom. 
James island, -! mile ; channel to the left; right side dry gravel bottom; 
2 feet water; no improvement required. Pool to Cole's island, 11 to 12 feet; 
gravel bottom. 
Coles island, 3-~- miles; channel to the right; gravel bottom; 31 inches 
water; velocity 2~\r miles; discharges 153,525 cubic feet per minute ; no 
improvement proposed at present. Pool to Blennerhusset's island, 12 to ] 8 
feet deep; rock and gravel bottom. 
Blennerhasset's island, 4-!- miles; Pittsburgh 184l miles ; channel to the 
right; rock and gravel bottom ; 30 inehes water, head ; 24 inches middle. 
At tov.rhend below, shiftillg snnd and gravel bottom ; 18 inches water; dis. 
charges 133,455 cnhic fe~t per minute; left channel discharges 18,796 cubic 
feet. rro be improved by a dam from left shore to island bar; at head, to 
be made high enough to deflect all the water at a six foot stage, and remov-
ing an old mill-dam from tile channel, about half way down the island; a 
wing dam at the foot may also be found necessary. Pool to Little Hocking, 
11 to 12 feet deep; roclc and gravel bottom. 
Li~tle Hocking bar, 2! miles; rock and gravel bottom ; 27 inches water i 
no improvement required. Pool to Newbury bar, 15 to 16 feet; rock and 
gravel bottom. 
Newbury bar, 2-! rniles; ·a grnvel bnr divides the river into two parts, 
the right discharges 89,4.94. nnd the left 63,161 cubic feet per minute; chan-
nel to tbe right ; gravel bottom ; 22 inches water; velocity 21 %- miles; left 
channel, gravel and shell bottom; 2 feet water; velocity 3 miles. To be 
improved by a dam from ieft shore to head of bar. Pool to Mustapha 
island, 18 to 20 feet deep; sand and rock bottom. 
Mustapba island foot, 1! mile; channel to the right; gravel bottom; 
30 inches water; several large rocks to be removed. Pool to Bellville bar, 
20 to 27 feet deep ; sand and ro:3k bottom. 
Bellville bar, 2 miles; rock and gravel bottom; 18 inches water; velo-
city 2T(\- miles; reqllires a more thorough examination bef(lfe deciding on 
the plan of improvement. Possibly a wing dam from each shore mny 
answer. 
Bellville island, 2! miles; Pittsburgh 202 miles; rock and gravel bottom; 
foot, 18 inches wnter; velocity 2 -hr miles; discharges 162,047 cubic feet 
per minute. At the foot of the island, a small gravel bar divides the right 
hand channel into two nearly equal rortions. 'ro be improved by a short 
dam from the island to this small bar, which is not always dry, so as to 
turn all the water into the channel. Pool to De vVitt's bar, 30 to 39 feet 
deep; rock and sand bottow. 
De \71litt's barJ 7! miles; rock and gravel bottom; 30 i11c.hes water; 
pool to S\van bar lu to 18 feet deep; snr1d alld gravel bottom. 
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Swan bur, 2-i miles; large gravel bottom; 22 inches water; requires 
improvement. 
Gosling bar, 1 mile; sand and gravel; dry bar extends 200 yards from 
the h ft shore. Pool to Buffington's island; 1 (j to 18 feet water ; rock and 
sand bottom. 
Bnfiinztl11l \:;; island, 1 ~ mile ; Pittsburgh 214~ miles; present channel 
right :-id,; ltead, 22 inches \Vater; middle, 14 inches; foot, 18 inches; 
gravel bottom; velocity, 1
1
;- mile; disch< rges 35,27l:J cnbic ft!el ; ldt 
channel rock a!1 d gravel bottom; head, 10 it1chcs water; foot, 18 iuchcs; 
velocity, 1 160 mile; dischnrgcs 126,042 cubic feet; to be impro--red hy a 
dam from ri~ht shore 52() f8et to hencl of island bnr, and a wing dnm on 
the rock bar, starting on the left shore above the bead of island, and rnn-
ning down the bar towards a woody point on the island, leaving sufficient 
\Vir1th fn a channel, and cutting and scraping a channel along the island 
slwre. Pool to Sand creek, 1~ to 14 feet deep; rock and gravel bottom. 
SniJ'i creek bar, 5 miles; rock und gr:wel bottom; 20 inches water; 
·velor.Jty, :3 miles; requires improvement. Pool to Old Town bar 18 to 23 
feet d~ep; sand and gnwel bottom. 
Old 'l1 own bar, 3-;} mile:- ; rock and gravel bottom; 26 inches water. 
Ponl to Old T'own tow headS to 9 feet dt->ep; rock, gravel, and sandy bottom. 
Otd '1\Hvn tow head, foot, 2 miles; channel to the right; 3 feet wnter; 
velocity, 21'~o miles. Pool to Goose island; 12 to 14 feci deep; rock alld 
gravel bottom. 
Goose island, bead 2! miles; channel to tile right; gravel bottom; 3 
feet \Vater; velocity, 3i0 miles; foot, 27 incbes water; requires some itn· 
provcment. Pool to Letart's island, 11 to l3 feet deep; rock, gravel, aud 
sandy bottom. 
Let~rt's islands, bead of the upper 4 miles; chatLjel to the right; ~-nnd 
and gravel bottom; 3 feet water; velocity, 2lo miles; foot~ 17 -inches 
water; velocity, 2-lo miles; loose gravel bottom; may be improved by a 
clam from the foot of the island to the small bar which divides tl1e water. 
Letl!rt's falls, 2 miles; Pittsburgh, 234 miles; rock.bottvm; 2 feet water; 
velocity: 4 miles. This is probably the swiftest currr.nt on the ri VI.. r, aud 
the grea·est fall in the same distl'l.nce. 
rl'he regular survey and levelling only extended thns f< r. The following 
remarl·s are made from a passi~Jg examinatiou during- 1 he lowest water. 
Racoon island. This is one of the worst places below the Kenawlln. 
The island divides the river into parts ne:ul y eq1ral. On the left, at the 
head, there are two channels ; one on each side of a small bar, (t>eldom 
dry.) This side is wide and shoal, and not so su~ceptihle of improvement 
a~ the right side. The clmlmel to the right of the islaucl is deeper and 
narrower than the left. 'ro he improved by turning all the water from t:w 
left. rnw dam to effect this must run from the left sl10re, across the small 
dry bar, to the head of the island. A great many logs to be removed from 
the channel, aud the shore cleared of logs aHd leaning trees. At the fpot 
of the island there is a large deposite of sand which the c•trrent easily cuts 
away. The water, when low, branches off into several clJaunels, bnt as 
soon as the logs are removed the channel will run close to the right shore. 
Greenbottom ripple and bar, below a point on the left side; n stor1c l:ar 
from right shore throws the water around uuder the point. The fall of 
the ripple is great, velocity about 3 miles. The brst method of improving-
this very bad bar and ripple will be by cutting throngh the stone bar i:. to 
::.. , ........ ···~~ ~ . -.-- - ---~-~. --.-~ ~- -
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the deep water on the right shore, which would give it a more natural direc-
tion. 1.,he channel should be so far to the right as not to be under the 
point on the left shore. 
Guyandot, Sandy, Greenupsburg, and Genet's shoals present much the 
same character, having many dangerous rocks scattered over them. These 
are large det:whed rocks, lying on, otherwise, a smooth and gravel bottom, 
and from which they can be easily removed, whenever the water is clear 
enough to discover them. 
Brnsh Creek island divides the water of the river unequal!y, the right 
Leing deeper at the low stages and more susceptible of improvement, which 
will be effected by a dam across the left side; and by removing many logs 
and sna~s ont of the right channel. 
l?rederieksburg bar is decidedly the shoalest place between Cincinnati 
and l ,ouisville, and presents the greatest obstruction to a continuous 
summer navigation. 
'l,he speedy improvement of the channel at this place is urgently called 
for. It will be undertaken next year. 
u 3. ,--, 
,._. 
.A table of the shoals, bat·s, and Tjpples of the Ohio rivet· between Pittsbwgh and the Falls; exhib·iting, as far as sur- L...J 
veyed, the length and fall of the Tipples, width and depth of channel, velocity of current and discharge of 1vater j 
soundings taken in the extreme low water of September, 1838. 
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-~ 2 en~ c:: Cj ~0.. <l) 
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Aileghany river - - - - - - -Monongahela rivPr - - - - - - -Ohio river - - - - - - - -Alleghany or Stone bar- - - - - -3-luss-house ripple, right channel - 2 550 ~.25:3 -
Brunet's island, foot, nght chan-
3 nel - - - - 1 - - -Brunet's island, left channel - - -
Horsetail rir•ple - - 2 5 l,2!:lO 2.4:i4 -
Lowrie's ripple - - - 2! 7! 2,700 2.137 -Duff's bar - - - ! 8 4,130 2.564 -
Merriman's ripple - - 2 10 2,!}00 1.863 -
White's ripple - - - ! 10~ 1,!)38 2.614 -
W oller:v's trap - - 1 11! :!,300 2.·107 -
Dead 1\hn's ripple, head - 2 13 ~ - -
Dead Man's ripple, foot . - - 3,250 1.407 -
'le \vickly bur - - - 2t 15l - -l.ogtown bar, head - - 2t 18 I ,fl::lO 1.945 -
l.ogtown bar, feel - - - - - - -Jrow island, foot - - :~t 21t - - ·-Wallen's ripple - - - ~ 21~ - - -
fif.S Q) ---ten Q) ll,) c:: c::..C ~ <lJ ..... c:: c:: ~ d 
s~ r. ro.S .9 
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- - . 2 2 -
- - 1 4 -
- - 2 -
- - 1 6 -
- 143 2 
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- - 1 G 
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To be improved next season. 
Same. 
Old channel to be opened. 
To be improve(l next season. 
Improvements under progre~s. 
Same. 
To be improved next season. 
Bar to be cut off, and channel 
straightened. 
A new channel to be opened down 
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~::::: P-I iS ss s::..: ;) 
~ . e 0 s <lJ <.::, Ci:i Name. ¢:;~ .s ~ ~.s Q) ..... c.>...C: ...c: .s >:; 0 
8~ "bo ~~ a£ ."0 ..5 s::: ~ <l.J 
~ ......:1 ~ 
---------------- ----- -- ----
Twin island, foot of upper - - :3,400 I. 20G 
Burlington bar - - H 86t l ,!135 .756 
Wheeling island hend - - 2t 88~ 7,7:25 2.(i(i4 
vV neeling island foot - - - 5,700 1. 79:3 
4 92! 3,nli l. !)il Boggs's island - -
McMahon's bar- - - 2 ~H!! 2,500 2.291 
Little Grmre creek bar - - 5~ lOOt :3,900 1.873 
Big Grove creek bar - - lf 102 1,587 1.182 
Captina island, right channel 5t 107} 7,:.!00 3.u.J2 
Captinaisland, right channel - - - -
Captina island, leit cha11nel - - I - - -
Captina creek - - - 2 109t -
Fish c:reek island, ri~ht channel ':>t 112! ;~, 150 2.122 .,. 
Fi~h creek i~land, lett c..:bannel - 2,850 1.52G 
Johnson's bar - - - 2 Il411 2,860 :J.9.i2 
Sunfish cre-ek - -
., 
1 I i~ .;~, liOO 3G2 v 
Opossum creek - - - 2 11n ;;,tiOO 2.4'25 
Roo·ers's bar - · - - u b:q L,!i:JO .:~o:i 
Pr~ctor's run bar .. - ~ i2H :J, 100 .485 
Dry run bar - - " 122,~ - .. - -
JYiuckledownie's b·ar - - -
Fishing creek bar, right channel 5~ 12'lt :J,ooo ~.057 
Fishing creek har, left channel- - - :3,300 1.758 
P enden's island - - 2~ l~l - -
Williamson's island - - 2t 1:m· 
Whitton's tow head - - H 13H 3,4in l. 23G 
Wells's i~land - - - 3t 138 2,015 .76:3 
U 3-Continued. 
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To be improved next season. 
Velocity ofwalerworksat Wheel· 
ing2 7_10. Right channel to be 
stopped by a darn. 
To be improved next season. 
Right side of Captina selected for 
improvement. 
Left side old channel. 
There is a dam from lefL shore to 
island bar. 
To be improved next season. 
To be stopped up. 
I 
To be improved next season. 
To be improved next season. 







~.Till creek j-;hnd - - 2~ JHH- t,350 l.00G I .102 10.8~ - I G - 2 \LlO - To be improved next season. 
Gran<lview i:-;land - ] HI~ i' 100 _!l!JS .tl:li 10..14 - ~ 
C+r:1ndvic\v slloal.> Jl- u~ "';' ,:i25 1. :;rl-t - - - 1 8 - - - To be imprmred next ~~cason. ~ 
Shiftuil ripple 2t 115i 7,280 427 1 G - - - To be improveu next season. 
Petticoat ripple - 1} 1 it)~ t,:3oo 1.::396 .122 l<!.8R 1 3 - To be improved next s~ason. 
Grape :11Ht lJat islands ·1 !50~ t,380 .517 .Hl8 20.90 220 2 G - 2 G_lO 149,0'75 
lV~iddle islands - H 152 ·2,700 .7!)9 - - 1 !) - 1-19,195 To be improved next season. 
l!.oy;\and's mce - - - ci lSdt .?,070 1.6GO .41-3 43.5:3 2,17 1 11 3 :-LlO 1·19' 1% 4 -
Third Brother islaud - t 138! "' - - - - - oJ 
I1P.nderson's to\\r head - - It lliO! - - - - - 4 
Bnll crec·k uar •J\, lt}:-q - - 1 ~I - - - I To he improved next sea!"on. "" Carpenter's bar - :2 lGfl~ :~,530 1.517 .112 7.82 - 1 - - - To ue improved next sea~on. 
l\Iarietlaisland, head, 1 iglit r.hau-
nel 2 1G'i~ 1,650 .G.3i - - - 3 
Duck creek b:cr, right channel - H u;n 8;)0 .535 - - - 1 10 1 - I - - I To he improved next !"eason. 
Foot of is\Hnrl, right channPl - It liO.} - - - - - 1 t! 
Manetta islnncl, left ehanncl - - - - - - - 10 
Hnskingmn i;;!ancl, head, right 
3t .5,0:10 l.38:~ channel !H . 155 1G.3G - 1 2 
l\Tuo;;kingnm island, mictclle, right 
21 I I I To be improvcll next season. 
c-o 
channel - t ti·H - - - - - 2 - - - c-o 
,1\,lu:,kingnm island, foot, right lo-1 
channel )-!. 1 (j 4,750 1.414 .075 7.92 - 1 8  
i.\Jus!\ing-nm island, left, right 
channel - - - - - - .. - 1.8 - I - I - I To bt improved next season. .T am~s's isl:mcl . - ! 1iG:} - 2 
C<'les's island - 3~ 18~)! :i,OOO ~.473 1.067 112.66 135 1 9 310.5 ~ 8_10 1531 52J 
Blannerhassctt':-: island, head, 
right channel - 41. 184~ z, 150 1.189 .14-1 15.21 378 2 6 869.4 -.2 i 
Dlannerha-;setl's islan.t, middle, I 
right channt>l · 1!} 186t - - - 2 - - 133,4551 
Tow hf'rHl, below, right l:hannel H 188 li,55() .271 - - - 1 G - - - ;;; I To be improved next ""on. 
Blann<-'rlwsset~'s island, head, I ~J 
left channel - - - - 7 ,43:{ 3.915 - - - 10 - - _ j:i A clam to be built from left shore 
~ to hea<l of bland bar. 
"Clannerlms3ett's i-.lanll, middle I 
left channel - - 1,430 .GIO .178 18.78 7i 1 100.1 1 8_10 18,7;).) J 
Little Hocking, left channel 2t l!JO~ - - - - - 2 3 
~~ r--1 
Newbury har, ri~ht channel 2~ 193 1,225 l.G8Cl .476 4!'l.!l6 213 1 10 373.4 2 8_10 8~.491l "'·I Newbury har, left channe1 - 5,300 2.606 2 G:>, lGL ( .:~ To be improved next season. lo-1 - - - - - - - ) ";) 1--,j 
?\arne. 
J\1ustaplia island, fdul -
nig lloek!l1g ri,rer 
Belleville bar 
Belleville i-;Jand 
ne IV itt's ba.r 
Swanu bar 
Gosling bar 
Bufiin~Lon island, head, nght 
channel 
Bufli11glon i::;land, middle chan-
nel -
Buffin::?;tnn is:lancl, fnol, ehnnnel 
Lufli.u;;ton i:,hlnd, head, left chan-
nel 
Buffington i'-land, fo,Jt, l•'ftcban-
nel 
R<J ncl's crec k 
Old town bar 
Ohl 'fown to\v hPacl 
GoosP. i"laud, h!;ad 
Goose island, foot 
Letart's island, heacl of upp2r 
Letart's island, l(>ot of urpr.r 
Letart's islunrl, foot of iower 
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61362.1 1-2 5_10 
G 385.4 ~ !LlOI 1G2,017 
2 (j 
l 10 
1 10 1%0.511 G_IOI 35,~70 
2 - -
(i - 1 3_10 
10 I - I _ I 1Gl ,:31:3 
1 
1 
G 1750.211 6_101 12G,O-t;J 
R _ 3 
2 2 
:J, - 1'2 2_10 
3 - 3 2_10 
2 3 









To be improved next season. 
To he improved next season. 
To be stopped up by a dam. 
To be improved by removing rock 
and butlding wing dam. 
Samt' . 










Sliding hill bar -
Leading creek bar 
Eight mile island 
Six m1le i~land -
Great kanawha river 
Gallep<,lis island 
Clarien ripple -
Racoon island, head, right chan-
ncl -
Racoon island, foot, right chan-
nel -
Straight ripple - -
Little Guyandot creek 
Green bottom ripple 
Dog haw bar - -
Big Guyandot bar, head 
Big Guyandot bar, off town 
Big Guyandot bar: foot -
Symmes's creek bar 
Burlington 
Big Sandy river 
Stone's creek shoals 
Ferguson's bar - -
Greenupsburg shoals, head 
Greenupsburg shoals, foot 
Genet's shoal -
Little Scioto river 
Tyger's creek -
Big Scioto river-
Turkey creek - -
Conoconeqna creek bar -
Twin creekos 
Juriks run bar 
Station bar 
Brush creek i:-.land, head 































To be cleared of logs and snags, 
and all the water turned dvwn by 
dams across the left. 
A new channel to be made by cut-
ting through the bar and carrying 
channel nearer right shore. 
Rocks to be removed from Guyan-
dot shoals. 
From Big Sandy shoals. 
From Greenupsburg shoals. 
From Genet's shoals. 
The channels to be clearec'l and 
upened. on right side, and lefLside 










Brooks's run bar 
Charleston bar -





Richmond bar, head 
Richmond bar, middle -
Richmond bar, foot 
Five mile creek bar 
Four mile creek bar 





Great Miami bar 
Deer creek bar -
Laugherty's creek bar -
Laugherty's creek island 
Rising Sun bar -
Gunpowder shoals 
Big Bone Lick creek bar 
Warsaw or Fredericksburg bar 
Vivay bar - - -
Craig bar 
'::icn 
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q 0 
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Eighteen mile island 
Grassy flats 
Twelve mile island 
Six mile island -
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u 4. 
Estimate of funds reqnirud for continuing the operations for improving 
the navigation nf the Ohio river above the falls, dur·i11g the year 1839. 
1st section, from Pittsburgh to WhPeling, is 90 mites. 
Improvements at Bm not's island 
Davis and Long islands 
Horse Tail ripple 
Duff's ripple 
Merriman's ripple 





Line island - - - ( 
Removing rocks,&c. at Montgomery's, Phillis's islands ) 









Total for section 1 
2d section, from Wheeling to Letart's falls, 144 miles. 
Improvements at McMahon's bar 
Captina island 
Fish Creek island 





























































Improvements at Goose island -
Letart's islands and falls 
Total for section 2 
3d section, from Letart's falls to Guyandot1 66 miles. 
Improvements at Racoon island 
Greenbottom ripple -
Removal of logs, snags, and rocks 
Total for section 3 
4th section, from Guyandot to Portsmouth, 50 miles. 
Removal of rocks, &c. at Gnyandot, Sandy, Greenupsburg, and 
Genet's shoals, working three machine boats - - -
5th section, from Portsmouth to Cincinnati, 105 miles. 
Improvements at Bush Creek island -
For steam snag boat'fi ve months, removing rocks, snags, &c. 
Total for section 5 
6th section, from Cincinnati to Louisville,_150 miles. 
Improvements at Fredericksburg bar -
Falls of the Ohio 
rrotal for section 6 
For section 1. -
For section 2 -
For section 3 -
For section 4 -
For section 5 -
For section 6 -
Recapitulation. 
For expenses of light draught steamer tor seven months at $700 
per month . · - - - - -
For continuation of survey, making maps, drawings, &c. 
For office expenses, stationery, &c. 
For contingencies 
Deduct remainder of appropr~ation of 1838, available in 1839 
22 
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No. I. 
Statement showing the amount applicable to expenditure, and the amount 
ending the 30th 
Q)l I "d ..... "'d I o Q) ,.qP. VJ ;a Q)o ~ ~ §--=: _,Q) ~~ rn .._.a) ~ s ...... ~c .s ;a §-S oc;j A.<ll VJ oo cn"d 0 (f, ~i> "5'~ ~...; ~...a: '"d .... 1- Q) 




,.q: ~~ .... o...;.a s 
~ Q) s·~ 
Q)2~ .... 
Names of appropriations. ~..c: 
Q)~ p. ] §;~~ ........, ..c:lrn "d<:.l 
-g~g -'i:i ~~ Q) ' _, _:ro~g< cnQJ .-o::O 
~ooo ~w Q) §'osA • ..., bO '"d~ 
>.- c;! -..c: . roo. 
gs ~ ~--- ~~ 
g~~ 0.-o .... ...., ...... ~ g3;3 ~ <:)VJQ) -~ ~bb ~0 ~~.0 ~- .... ~VJ _..c: ~-.-'/l ;a·;:;§ .;:l~S c;!;... o- ro ubO 
~f-i~ 
~~ ~.go s~ 
..,.J ~ ·~ ,::: 
~.0 < .... ~ v'P.~ 
----------------------- ------- --------- -----
Fortifications. 
Fort Warren, Boston 
$19,600 00 l$8,765 69 harbor - -Transferred from Fort $100,000 00 $4,345 51 $137,711 20 
. Schuyler 5,000 00 
Preservation of Castle 5,500 00 23,934 32 50,000 00 864 50 80,298 82 
Island, and repairs of 
Fort Independence. 
Fort Adams, Newport, 37,000 00 9, 797 91 100,000 00 1,232 04 148,029 95 
Rhode Island. 
Fortifications at New 25,000 00 25,000 00 
London, Conn. 
Fort Schuyler, East river, 
95,000 00 
l 
New York - -
Transferred to Fort War- 5,420 61 100,000 00 195,420 61 
ren 5,000 00 
Repairs at Fort Colum- 1,560 40 1,560 40 
bas and Castle Wil-
Iiams. 
Repairs at Fort Lafayette I, 780 15 1,780 15 
Repairs at Fort Hamilton 1,156 12 1,156 12 




Transferred to" inciden- 40,000 00 390 18 123,323 89 
tal expenses" • 1,200 00 
'Fort McHenry, Redoubt 32,415 00 110 00 32,525 00 
Wood, and Covington 
Battery. 
Fort Monroe, Virginia - 100,000 00 304 22• 100,304 22 
Fort Calhoun - - 12,200 00 3,153 58 30,000 00 201 00 45,554 58 
Fort Caswell, N.Carolina 14,800 00 5,804: 84 8,500 00 1,134 73 30,239 57 
•Refunded. • 
.. -. . ~:-;,-,.~- . -
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No. 1. 
expended in the service of the Engineer Department, during the year 
September, 1838. 
"'d ~ ~ §6... Cl)t d"'d.,!. Cl) Cl) Amount disbursed in the fourth quar- ~~~ ..cP< O§"g-5-5 d <l:l .,...Cl) 
ter of 1837, and first three quarters 1-<..o.a wrn rn ::::! s s 00'+-! S'- 15ro~&E-S of 1838. ,DCl)Cl) ttiO rn ~ ~ 0 0 ]~ ><"'d rn .,..., 0..0.. '+-<..d 
"'d Cl) Cll oc; <!::..c Cl).-. Cl) ~ ~ 
'l5 rnrn WM 0 ~~-<~~ E § :S'SEa:; §'O'S '"del) dM -:::; §-B ~]E[SS Cl) 0 ~"'d- !;l:Cl> 
::::! s <E r-."'d ...: b.O ~<l>ro O~..d ,..c;d cd..d 
Cl) ro ~sc] so~ ~-< ...... ~<l>o<l><l> Cl) 0 • "'ddcxi t:: b.o ttiMO -B15gs d p_.~.a d tti .s ":;:l >..~ cr' Cl>M §o~ 5c1j a> a·;:: • ::::! rn § ~~~ Cl) -B "'d .S]~ t' ...... 0' r-. ~dd S..c:a:g." ::::! 0 P..(ij s Cl) Cl) .... ~ Cl) ::::! ..... ~ 
d o.S rn '-' <l> b.()Cl>tti tti 0 ~ 0 ~~ .a 
~ ; t-~00 
u P..Cl> urn <l> 
..d rn u ~S<+=l..c d><.a d«l..o -M;.:: ~o.,tti 
i3: ~ tti ~·;;;"'d ..... bJl...,MM ro<l>s ~~s ~ Cl) o..~ e:! e 
q :>. :>,<l>- d :>. 0.CCl.JC1JC1J t;j~Cl) ~~E ~.SltE§E-t ,_. o::l o::l u u ro..o ~..a ........... o::l:::l ..... 
---- ----------- -------- ----
4th of 1837 $26,493 66 
lst 1838 5,542 43 
2d 1838 11,273 20 
3d 1833 29,392 37 $7.~,701 G6 $15,009 54 $50,000 00 $65,009 54 
4th 1837 20,788 89 
1st 1838 3,036 56 
2d 1838 10,755 49 
3d 1838 20,717 88 55,298 82 25,000 00 25,000 00 
4th 1R~7 2t,6ll 04 
lst 1838 ·1,G33 21 
2d 1838 4,218 05 
3d 1838 20,770 21 54,232 51 21 '797 44 72,000 00 93,797 44 
3d 1838 50.2 42 502 42 1,497 58 23,000 00 24,497 58 
4th 1837 26,252 91 
lst 1838 12,0.23 78 
2d 1838 33,507 65 
3d 1838 31,503 19 103,287 53 12,133 08 80,000 00 92,133 08 
4th 1837 1,252 97 
1st 1838 
2d 1838 
3d 1838 307 43 1,560 40 
4th 1837 
3d 1838 367 42 367 42 1,412 73 ' 1,412 73 
3d 1838 571 78 571 78 578 34 578 34 
4th 1837 31,847 62 
1st 1838 2,906 10 
2d 1838 22,062 89 
34 1838 24,101 09 80,917 70 14,406 19 28,000 00 4~,406 19 
3d 1838 7,012 85 7,012 85 669 65 24,842 50 25,512 15 
100,304 22 100,304 29 
4th 1837 12,431 50 
1st & 2d '38 104 63 12,536 13 18,018 45 15,000 00 33,018 45 
4th 1837 12,535 29 
1st 1838 6,204 31 
2d 1838 3,001 76 
'3d 1838 1,998 21 23,739 57 6,500 00 6,500' 00 
[ 1 J 340 
No. !-Continued. 
ames of appropriations. 
--------
Fo rtifications in Charles-
ton harbor, and for the 
preservation of the site 
of Fort Moultrie. 
Fo rt Pulaski, Cockspur 
island, Georgia. 
Re pairs of Fort Marion, 
and sea wall at St. Au-
gustine. 
Fo rt Pickens, Pensacola, 
Florida. 




pairs of the old fort at 
he Barancas. 






rt Jackson, Lo u.isiana 
rt at Grand Terre, La. 
pairing Fort Niagara, 
N ew York. 




ight to the bridge 




iden tal expenses at-
ending repairs of for-




urchase of additional 







ad from Detroit 
aginaw bab. 

















































•Transferred to Fort Delaware. 
JJ "0'-
;o Cl.)o d~ 
...... ~ ...... 0 !-. · -oro 
g.~ rn"d 
"0 ... ~rn 
~~ 
~...c: c:l. b.O 
~ ..... t;j .::: ..-...., 
<!Jc:l s ~ _Q<n ... ~ ~e 
.s ~ <IJ 
]~fi g) b.o 
C,)~ 0 b.()~ 
~·- '.:i ~ M ro~ ;s·c § 
~E o-c~o <!j"d 
----- ----
$6,99! 98 $175,000 00 
! 
31,13726 100,000 00 
813 53 29,500 00 
1,928 38 -
- 33,000 00 




- 3,000 00 
- 4,000 00 
14,512 10 1,200 00* 
6,476 50 10,000 00 
----- -----





"d ' 'lll 
Q Jj f;.;:J ro 
;o ci'.S rn 
~.b ~ -~ <l) ~:~a~ t/_ ~ 
£2 
.... h .~ Q) 
~ §--g § 
0.. "d'"'CIJ .... 
'"OC,) ~ o..o..ro 
W' '"" :::0..:-: p., :g:o .,_.c:l<IJC!) Q'- oA 
~s.. go.,_.'"' 
........... s'"d <IJ ClJ 
~0 c:l ~;LJ :g 




$67 58 $211,2' 3 18 
375 89 195,583 74 
1 46 42,953 54 
- 1,928 313 
78 00 33,078 00 
- 75,000 00 
- 789 17 
- 733 71 
- 37,673 79 
- 3,000 00 
- 4,000 00 
339 95 28,917 05 
458 44 20,222 43 
----- -----1 
9,903 50 1,578,037 50 
----------
- 1,629 19 
- 31 88 
- 1,877 20 
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No. !-Continued. 
] ~-~- ~~& v • §]~~~ Amounts disbursed in the fourth quar- .s~ 
ter of 1837, and first three quarters h .. c..o ~I']) rn. 
();l~--'-
::iSS ~'+-< S'--' 13 co- g,s.S of lb38. ..Ovv Cl:l 0 [/) ............ oO "fi5 ~"d ~ ..... p_,p_, ..._.,..q "dQJQ) oc; ~,..q 2...... Q.J v rn.rn 0 p_, - v ... s:: ui 1/>M >< ...... 0 0 
-;5 tB'o£~ $:;'Q'Q "d<l) s:: ~IJ ~15 E ~ S S::,..q !=:' Cl.> Cl) 0$:;1J~ g~,..q tlj~ ::is <E ... ..; b.O ...c:1s;:: Cl:l~ 
Cj ~s~:-s so ...... ... ..... Cl) "d ~ bO t~jMO Cl) c • "ds::ct:i ..,....,o<l)Cl) E»~g, -:5~~ s:: P.._,..O~ tlj . s Cl)M ~OM gJJ~ s·g_ . ::::; if. § ~~=. v-5"0 S::'Voo ::it-~ cr ~ ~'~ ~ 
•r-1 ~,...... .... S..a..o..., o c 
~ 
0 s:: [/J s Q) Cl) ~ Cl) ::i .... - tljo ~ o ~53 ~ <:.J·~ [/J .... Cl) ~ ~ ~--ro 
<:.) >:.ClJ <:.Jr/J<l) 
,..q 
~ ~ [/J-.§:-5 S::::-<..0 
s::tlj..o -~:.::: .... ~~ 
~ .... tlj ~-MM ro<l)s ..::l~S ~~g;~~~ >. ~-·30 §£' i:l.lJ(l)00(1) -;;;s::Cl) ~E-t~ .:: ~ ~,.o ........... ~t:S ...... E-t.,...tlj_.::iE-t 
----- ----- ---- ----- ---- ------ -----
4th of 1837 $11,117 85 
lst 1838 10,865 88 
2d 1838 7,253 63 
3d 1838 9,665 65 $38,903 01 $27,018 o5 $145,332 12 $172,350 17 
4ih 1837 50,210 ~9 
1st 1838 33,207 14 
2d 1838 12,177 75 
3d 1838 22,560 78 118,155 96 5,927 78 71,500 00 77,427 78 
4th 1837 6,319 87 
1st 1838 4,611 40 
2d 1838 2,938 00 
3d 1838 4,625 15 18,494 42 3,711 N 20,748 00 24,459 19 
1,928 38 1,928 38 
4th 1837 1,531 80 
~d & 3d '38 15,0!6 20 16,578 00 16,5CJ 00 16,500 00 
75,000 00 75,000 GO 
'i'89 17 789 17 
733 71 733 7l 
4th 1837 34 G4 3t 64 37,63!) 15 37,639 15 
2,000 00 1,000 00 3,000 00 
4,000 00 4,000 00 
4th 1837 21,032 11 
1st 1838 1,441 94 
2d 1838 127 47 
3d 1H3R 190 58 22,792 10 6,124 95 G, 124 95 
4th 1837 276 00 
lst 1838 1,513 39 
2d & 3d '38 2,451 61 4,241 00 5,792 50 10,188 93 15,981 43 
---- -------- ---~- ----- ----- -----
631,933 92 631,933 92 181' 187 81 764,915 77 !)46, 103 58 
----- ---------. ----- ------ - ---- ---- -----
I 
3Ll of 1838 32G 00 32G 00 1,303 19 1,303 19 
31 88 31 88 
3d 183t1 1, '253 00 1,253 00 6:24 20 624 \20 
[I J 34f2 
No. 1-Continued. 
Names or appropriations. 
Road from Detroit to- $769 06 
wards Chicago. 
Road from Sheldon's, on 374 43 
the Chicago road, to 
St. Joseph's nvcr. 
Road from Clinton, on 504 70 
the Chicago road, to 
the rapids of Grand 
river. · 
Road between Niles and 569 07 
the mouth of St. J o-
seph's river. 
Cumberland road in Il- $161,547 34 40,676 93 $150,000 00 
linois. 
Cumberland road in In- 83,960 00 31 ,":"23 05 150,000 00 
diana. 
Cumberland road in Ohio 50,508 17 10,737 44 150,000 00 
Cumberland road east of 375 95 9,000 00 
the Ohio river. 
Road from opposite Mem- 26,000 00 5~,274 01 
phis, on the Mississippi 
river, to the St. Fran-
cis river. 
322,015 51 141,542 91 459,000 00 
----- ----- -----
Ha1·bors, Hive1·s, cfc. 
Improvement of the har- 4,200 00 7,256 50 30,000 00 
bor of Chicago.* 
Works at the harbor 1,500 00 7,232 76 15,000 00 
near the month of the 
River Raisin. 
Removing obstructions 1,687 73 76 48 5,000 00 
at Huron river. 
Removing obstructions 
at Black river. 







205 04 211,450 65 
9,375 95 
78,274 01 
205 04 922,763 46 
·----- -----
510 00 41 ,S66 50 
23,732 76 
6,764 21 
G:J 50 G,99!J 06 
*These works having been transferred to the Topographical Bureau by order of the Secre-
343 [I] 
No. !-Continued. 
'd 1-<- .... - ff~ Cl)' >::'d.~ Cl) QJ Amount disbursed in the fourth quar- CI)QJCI) ,..dp,. Os::I"'...C::,..d 
~ .0 .0 ~w 
_.(I) 
c:ic::;~.,._j 
ter of 1837, and first three quarters :::~SS w ~ani.g.S bO'- st....o of 1838. .0(1)(1) roo ]&5 ~'d ~ v;_..~ o':l ...... P..O.. '+-o,..d 'dCI)(I) 
~g ¢1-5 Cl) ...... (I) (I) .,; ww 0 ~~~5§ 
~ iS'oB~ §"§'o ]J5 ~M ~15B'@s (I) 
o~~"d 
i::CI) ;:.:s§~~'-:::1 ~ bD sg.s ,..d>:: ro,..q (I) co ~_()s ~:a Cl) 0 • .... - ~P,.g.o~ t:: b.() COMO -51l~ 'ds::a:i c;j .~ -~ >.~ 0" (I)M >::oM :::1 QJ 0' ..... p s::roCI);.::::: Cl)-5 "d .s"d~ :::1 w oW~-~>. o< en ::I P,.'- . >,..-< 1-. ~~@ 1-. S,..q~ r-. o 8 
~ 
:::1 0 s:: 0-tJ s Cl) ~ .... - Cl) :::1 ~-.-
.0 ~· ..... _s~] ~ ~ t---D C'J~CI) C'.)cnCI) "'ou 0 P.rn ..c: en ~~.0 >::ro.o "E':~~-~~ p:: ;.o c;j r;·~"d- b.O_, MM c;j(l)s ~~s 
>. >,<ll-~>. b.()<llWW (;iS:: <I) ~~E ~~ ~B §~ ..s D:l i::Q u u ro .o <tl.O.-<.-< CQ:::I ..... 
----- ------ ·--------- ------ ----- -------
3d of 1838 $436 83 - $·136 83 $332 23 - $332 23 
3d 1838 46 00 - 46 00 328 43 - 328 43 
3d 1838 46 00 - 46 00 458 70 - 458 'i'O 
3d 1838 46 00 - 46 00 523 07 - 523 07 
4th 1837 22,462 88 
ht 1838 10,155 68 
2d 1~38 26,:295 81 
3J 1838 25,458 38 - 83,372 75 34,304 18 $234,547 34 268,851 5 
4th 1837 55,519 37 
2 
1st 1838 15,09!) 67 
2d 1838 37,758 03 
3d 1838 48,263 78 - 156,640 85 29,04:2 20 80,000 00 109,012 20 
4th 1837 } 45,128 40 1st 1838 
2d &3d '38 65,253 84 - 110,382 24 17,068 41 84,000 00 101,068 41 
3d 1838 3,575 05 - 3,575 05 5,800 90 - 5,800 90 
4th 1837 19,969 99 
1st 1838 29,638 89 
2d 1838 15,07fi 75 
3d 18:~8 6,409 25 - 74,093 88 4,180 13 - 4,180 13 
---·----- ---- ----- ----- ----------
- 430,218 60 - 430,218 60 93,997 52 398,547 34 492,544 86 
--------- ---- ----- ------ -----
4th of 1837 11,563 68 
lflt&2d '38 351 13 - 11,914 81 9,051 69 21,000 00 30,051 69 
4th 1837 5,108 ~5 
1st 1838 2,09!.) 31 
2d 1838 
3d 1838 - 7,207 66 9,025 10 7,500 00 16,525 10 
4th 1837 1,712 06 
1st 1838 
~ 2d 1838 1,2i2 15 - 3,014 21 - 3,750 00 3,750 00 3d Hl38 
4th 1837 395 94 
1st 1838 
~ 2d 1838 1,750 17 - 2,146 11 3,512 95 1,340 00 4,852 95 3d 1839 
tary of War, the accmmts for the third quarter of 1838 will be rendered through that Bureau. 




-o'- '"d ~ p_ Q) ..qP.. Q)o 
~ ~~-s '""'Jl '"0 .'§ § C"ll ...... ~ .,..; -~ 
S1) 0~ g.·~ (/) ~-~ ·: ~":'3 (/)'"0 ""'Q) ~i> ~ .~ =~ -o- p.cn Cll ~ 0 ~C<$ 
p..b!J Q) 1-t ."::: Q) ~M ro..C1 >,P.. 
""' g.;d s ..c;...., C"ll~ ,cO i:: Q) 
""' Q) .... ~~Names of appropriations. e-s Q) ro s·g p., '"d o., QJ .... ,.c:w '"d~ § ~~~ ]§" -'-;5 PC Q) ..... Q Q) QJ IFJ Q) .-o-
~..0 "i51)00 p >.S5 c Q) d[ ·~ bJJ ,......Q), 5'"0..., ~ ........... ro ~ -5 [2 ~ ~ ~- ~0.0 _, ..... a ro~ Q) <:.JC 0 b!J~ co C<$ QJ,.o >=I ~d..o $:!"'""' ·c c bo 5E ~..c: C::S"'"""' ..s~s (lj~ :B"C § C<$ .;.>b!J ...... p s~ "'-' ~.,..... ~ ~E-t~ ~..0 <.§o <l:l .... ~ ~P..~ ----------------- --------~-- ------ ----- -----
Improving Cleveland $3,237 09 ~51, 856 00 $55,093 09 harbor. 
Removing obstructions at 
·Grand river. 
1,312 55 10,000 OJ 11,312 55 
Piers at Laplaisance bay 82 12 82 12 
Removing obstructions at 573 GS 5,000 00 $25 62 5,599 30 Cunningham' ere~. 
Removi~g ohstru~tions at 
Ashtabula creeK. 
3,971 44 8,000 00 11,971 44 
Removing obstructions at 
Conneaut creek. 
580 96 8,000 00 C5 00 8,615 9G 
Improving the harbor of 706 82 30,000 00 30,706 82 Presque Isle.* 
bprovemeuts at Dun- I ,867 15 10,000 00 11,867 15 kirk harbor.* 
Works at Buffalo harbor¥o 537 84 20,500 00 21, 037 84 Improvement at Black 304 06 304: 06 Rock harbor.* 
Dredging machine for 
Lake Erie.t 
8,159 85 8,159 85 
!~roving the harbor at 
e mouth of Oak Or-
1,000 00 3,635 19 5,000 9,635 19 
chard creek. 
Works at the mouth of 4,900 00 2,077 96 25,000 00 31,977 96 Genesee river. 
Improvement at Big So-
dus bay. 
2,000 00 1,881 42 10,000 00 13,881 42 
Pier and mole at Oswego 1,200 00 7,060 57 46,067 00 54 ,327 57 
Buoys near mon.lment, 
on Steel's ledge. 
630 78 630 78 
Breakwater at Stanford's 
ledge, Portland harbor. 
ll,092 45 26,3G6 00 37, 458 45 
*These work" having been transferred to the Topographical Bnrcau by order of the Secre-
t For the several works on Lake Erie. 
~45 [ 1 J 
No. 1-Continued. 
·-
Amount disbursed in the fourth quar- '"g ~~ ~~ !3~ ~b. §];81l~ ..;3o; 
./J ,D .D §w w ro.:::~...., ter of 1837, and first three quarters PSS 00<+-< S"-' 
-:::;j ~:).) 0 >= 
of 1838. ,DO)Q) <';10 v 00 p......, ...... if)...,._, oo ·-ggs~~~ ·- 0..0.. .... ..c: '"dCl.>Q) o~ <!::.S Cl.>,...., Q) (.) ww $~ 0 ~~~~s§ rfi t:S'c~~ §'c'Q '-'Q) M ;:: :=:,.q :::: ~,D.e~s 
Q) o~r'd ~ o-B ..c: ~~ ~ Q) ;: 2 <E '"'.-a ~ bJ:J ~~..::l ro..C: 
~ 
o:s bL,...., ~ .;:; EO_. Q) 0 • 
...,..., 
c O..s~ ~ bo ::::>=I 0) :=;j o:sMO ..:::~~ 
'"d:::: • 
cd -~ . E ~~g 
<llM ::::o~ 0 0) ...... 
g. Q)..S'"Cl :=:.-a,...., 0 Q~ oW~_gs_~ .... g ~o..;n s -:::::=: '"':::: S..c:.r>,_.oa 
OJ 
:=;j gbQ)f'l Q) Q) ,...~ Q) ~ r-. .. Q'jo~o5.rn 
~ ~- ..... ~~~Jl ~ ~ l:-~00 <:..> P..<ll <:)ifl<!) ,..<:; ::::><.D pcd,D "§~:ai~~ !:: ;a ro ~·8.-a...., bl)..-MM c::l ().) s ~~s 
h ~~~u ~t· 0..0 a; 00 00 c:;::::Q) pg~~ o..c: >:l-o -=t-t :::: <tl..a ........... P=l::l .... E-t.._:ot\S~::J ...... ~ 
------ ----- --------- -- - ~- ----- ------
4th of 1837 $459 84 
1st & 2<1 '38 161 33 
3d 1838 14,963 30 :$15,584 47 $12,642 62 $26,866 00 $39,508 62 
4th 1837 l ,093 H~ 
1st &2d '38 258 55 




3d 1838 82 12 82 12 
4th 1837 225 91 
1st &2d '38 254 50 
3d 1838 9,7ti2 65 3,243 06 35; 24 2,000 00 2,356 24 
4th 1837 892 22 
1st 1838 516 84 
2d 1838 1,183 tl7 
3d 1838 4,173 22 6,766 15 575 29 4,630 00 5,205 29 
4th 1837 49:3 57 . 
1st &2d '38 35 02 
3d 1838 3,316 63 3,875 22 270 74 4,500 00 4,770 74 
4th 1837 1,006 88 1,006 88 2,G99 94 27,000 00 29,699 94 
4th 1837 1,751 26 
1st 1838 266 13 2,017 39 1,849 76 8,000 00 9,849 76 
4th 1837 9,897 22 9,891 22 8!W 62 10,250 00 11 ' 140 62 
304 06 304 OG 
3d 1838 8,159 95 8,159 95 
4th 1837 3,198 22 
3d 1838 2,339 1G 5,537 38 4,09i 81 4,097 81 
4th 1837 4 '706 10 
3Lt 1838 7,256 83 11,9G2 93 :3,515 03 16,500 00 20,015 03 
4th Hl37 4,116 54 
1st 1838 3,324 21 
2d lt:l38 4,486 03 
3d 1838 11,926 78 1,954 G4 1,95461 
4th li!l37 7,302 94 
lst 1838 10:2 50 
2d 1838 755 45 
3d 1838 10,758 08 18,918 97 1,911 42 33,497 18 35,408 60 
4th 1837 I 
1st 1838 I ts received. 2d 1838 ?-No accoun 
3d 1838 J 
4lh 1837 5,85G 29 
bt 1838 ~04 00 
2cl 1838 165 00 
3d 1838 4,441 60 10,669 89 5,520 56 21,2t8 00 26,788 56 
tury of War, the accounts for the third quarter of 1838 will be renclered through that Bureau. 
[ 1 J 346 
No. !-Continued. 
Names of appropriations. 
Piers at Kennebunk river 
Deepening the channel of $2, 700 00 $1,076 42 
the Cocheco branch of 
the Pi;;cataqua river, 
leading into Dover har-
bor. 
Breakwater at the mouth 3, 985 21 
of Merrimack river. 
$8,000 00 
Breakwater at Sandy bay 'i, 6i7 69 20,000 00 
Preservation of Deer 
island, Boston harbor. 
Preservation of Rains-
ford islan i, Boston 
harbor. 
Preservation of the point 
of land leading to the 
fort and light house at 
the gurnet, in Duxbury. 




Improvement of the har-
bor at the mouth of 
Bass river. 




•RemovingwreckjnNew 7,500 00 
Bedford harbor. 
Breakwater at Church's 3,488 00 
cove. 
*Deepenin~ the channel 4,000 00 
of the River Thames, 
learling into Norwich 
harbor. 
>~-Improving the harbor 20,000 00 













2,532 38 18,000 00 
698 91 10,000 00 
$524 86 $8,524 86 
3,776 42 
3,985 21 
1,529 68 29,207 37 
153 68 
150 00 22,503 00 
2,561 58 
4,591 09 






. These works having been transferred to the Topographical Bureau, by order of the Sec-re 
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No. l-Continued. 
'd ..... - ..... - -· Q.) I ~"1:1 • .!., Q.) Q.) Amount disbursed in the fourth quar- Q)Q)Q.) ~fr ..c:O... Oi::'V...C::..Q ~..a ..a ..,Q.) cdi::~ .... ter of 1837, and first three quarters , Q)C/1 w. ::s s s M-- S"-' -o - Q.) 0 >::: of 1838. ~~~ 1!:: 0 Q) 00 o.., .... •.-< 00 '"CM ><'d 'n ..... 0...0.., '+-;.!:: ~~ Q.) Q) >. '"CIQ;Q.) oc; ¢:::.-3 
.0 
w.w. rJJM 0 ~ ..... -~ 3 ~ 
q::'o£13 §'o'Q '"CIQ) i::M Q.)~ E ~ S q 0-i:: :S:a.l Q) o...,'"CI~ 
o.-3.!:: ro ... §s2.., ~ b.O 0 Q) cO ...Gq ro...G . ~ cO ~8~] so .... ......... ... 2 0 _8] oo roMO Q.) 0 . ]o~ ~ ~13~ ~ P..~ ro ·~ ~ ~~g Q.JM 5J.l~ s-g_:::,. ::s Q.) -5 "0 ::sooo ~ "0 00 >.-:;;' ..... s ~ O...t) a (<l!::O ..... .:- ..... ~~.g ... 2~ 
"'cd 
::l bJ.> a.l ro Q.) Q.) ..... - Q.) ::l ..... -..a ~· .... _[j~~ '-' 1=>-<ll t.> rfl Q) 0 '-' 0 o..,rn ..c: rn ~ ~1:--00 o><..a i::cd..O ~~~~~-~~ ::: ;; ro ~]]~ I:J.O...,MM o:jQ)s ro Q) S 
>. b()a.lOOOO ~oa.l Cd~ Q.) ~-= §-2 §~ ,5 0::) £'-' '-' o:l..O <!1..a-- t:Cl::s .... t:Cl _, 
------ ----- ----- --------- ----- -----
4th 1837 $1,338 45 
1st 1838 
I 2d 1838 1,611 41 $2,949 86 $5,575 00 $5,575 00 3d 1838 
4th 1837 2,365 98 
1st& 2d '38 1' 130 49 
3d 1838 278 11 3,774 58 $1 84 1 84 
4th 1R37 181 65 
2d 1838 53 04 234 69 3,750 52 3,750 52 
4th 1R37 8,661 86 
lst 1838 337 53 
2d 1838 411 53 
3d 1838 4,60-1 21 14,015 13 192 24 15,000 00 15,19224 
153 68 153 68 
4th 18:n 14,671 91 
1st 1838 
~ 2d 1838 90 09 14,7G2 00 ~88 00 7,353 00 7,"Hl 00 3d 1838 
4th 1837 273 30 
2d 1838 616 90 890 20 1,559 52 500 00 2,059 52 
4th 1837 31 76 
1st 1838 119 64 
2d 183A 1,210 18 1,3G1 58 1,200 00 1,200 00 
91 09 4,500 00 4,591 09 
4th 1837 1,288 64 
2d 1838 456 04 
3d 1838 2,495 39 4,240 07 237 93 8,580 00 8,817 93 
4th 1837 358 Of' 
bt 18:38 180 00 
2d 1~38 193 21 
3d 1838 102 80 834 OG R,7G4 00 8,764 00 
4th 1837 35 64 35 64 155 73 7,500 00 7,655 73 
4th 1837 2,920 68 
bt 18:38 595 14 
2d 1838 1,645 18 
3d 18::!8 1,4lf:l47 G,579 47 40 91 17,400 00 17,440 91 
4th 1837 1,616 52 
1st 1838 li6 98 
2d 1838 l,M6 64 3,380 14 4,318 77 7,000 00 11 ,318 77 
~d 1838 1,041 24 1,041 24 3,248 76 15,710 00 18,958 76 
tary of War, the accounts for the third quarter of 1838 will be rendered throu£"h that Bureau. 
• 
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No. !-Continued. 
Names of appropriations. 
--------- ----- ----- ------ ----- ------
Deepening the channel 
leadmg into Bridge-
port harbor. 
*Sea wall to preserve 
Fairweather island. 
Improving the harbor of $'2, 734 00 
Westport. 
Securing the beach at 500 00 
Cedar point. 
Ice-breaker at Stat en is- 0, 500 00 
land. 
$1' 142 00 





Improving the navigation 
ofHud.:;on river. 3,692 00 20,119 49 100,000 00 
Improving the harbor of 
New Brunswick. 
Improving Little Egg 
harbor. 
G,9G3 00 
Removin~· shoal .in the 14,986 20 
River Delaware, near 
Fort Mifflin . 
Repairs at the harbor of 
Cl1ester. 
Improving the harbor of 6, 000 00 
Wilmington . 
1,951 70 
1,851 96 10,000 00 
455 28 
I ,018 70 
Improving the harbor of 3,000 00 IGG 82 11,573 00 
New Castle. 
Delaware brt>akwater - 11,600 00 41,050 67 150,000 00 
~fooring buoys in the 20G 44 
harbor of Debware 
breakwater. 
Deepening the harbor of 144 88 20,000 00 
Baltimore. 
Improving the natural 7,200 00 1, IG7 37 10,000 00 
channels at the north-
ern and ::-outhern en-




















"'These "'orks having been transferred to the 'I:opograp:1ical Bureau, by ord·~r of the Secre 
349 
No. 1-Continucd. 
Amount disbursed in the fourth quar-
ter of 1837, and first three quarters 
of 1838. 

































































































































tary of War, the accounts for the third quarter of 1838 will be rendered through that Bureau. 
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No. ]-Continued. 
<l) I I "'C:i"-' "'C:i I I <l) ,..qO... (/) Q.> 0 
~ ~ §-:S ....,<!.> ;a ~d tl:l rn. 
~~ ..... 0 ;a g.S S"-' 1-·.-< r/) oro o.:n <l.> • oO '0 2 ~ ~>-. ~-~ ~..; ¢::,..q ~~ ro~ o.,<n Vl'- c:; ...... :::::: ~ 0 ~ tl:l P...b..Q <l.> <l.> ..... ~<l.> 
d~ ~-5 t':S~ >.0. ~ e-:g g .a2 
Names of appropriations. 
:::: Q) -~ s·~ 0.. '0 p... <l.> ..... Et!..C: 1L'!1 'Oo ~ p_.O.Il:! ........ 
]§~ ::l~ <l)•.-< ::lcj~O.. ->::;: cn<l.l '0~ 
~'O~A ::l ~ Q.> <l.> '0..0 db..Q t<;j& 
{/) ~~~ .,.... ro ........ ..c: u5 ::l .... '"' ro ... {/) 
"-< s"'C:i <l.> 11> <llb..Q § bO ~ c:l~<l.> Q)rJ)~ ~~ i:lO ro ll>.D c '-'ro..o ..... ~ b..O :::;lrJl _,..q ~To ;;;~s :::: <n -~-~ ~ 0 .... ro ,_. ""O:::;lO s § ~ o·'""' r:: ~E-4.2:1 ";dE ~'00 ~ Q)P.~ I=Q I=Q c:r! .... 
---------- ----------
Removing sand shoal in $168 65 $5,000 00 $5,168 65 Pamlico or Tar river, 
below Washington, N. 
Carolina. 
Improving Ocracock inlet 13,062 29 $1,620 31 14,682 60 
Opening a passage be- 30,000 00 25,000 00 55,000 00 tween the town of 
Beaufort and Pamlico 
sound, and improving 
New river. 
Improving Cape Fear $6,062 99 7,377 92 20,000 00 64 52 33,505 43 river below the town of 
Wilmington, N.C. 
Removing obstructions in 17,620 71 15,000 00 8,481 16 41,101 87 Savannah river. 
Improving the inland pas- 7,551 07 29,000 00 8 50 36,559 57 sage between St. Mary's 
and St. John's. 
Removing the Brunswick 9,956 00 9,956 00 bu to improve Bruns-
wick harbor. 
Improving the harbor of 
Mobile. 
49,500 00 21,407 32 50,000 00 120,907 32 
Deepening the channel of 182 45 182 45 Pascagoula river. 
Increasing the depths of 215,950 00 19,955 50 152 52 236,058 02 water at the mouths of 
the Mississippi river. 
Removing mnd shoal in 
the channel of the east 
9,900 00 9,900 00 
pass to Appalachicola. 
Improving the navigation 70,000 00 185 00 70,185 00 of Red river. 
Constructing a boat, and 18 36 18 36 working the same in 
Reel river. 
Improving the navigation 
of the Arkansas river. 
2,970 00 26,984 50 40,000 00 69,954 50 
351 
No. 1-Continued. 
Amount disbursed in the fourth quar-
ter of 1837, and first three quarters 
of 1838. 





























f 529 92 
27,317 06 



















4th 1837 f 
1st 1838 52,377 47 f 
2d 18:~8 
3d 1838 9 496 14 
4th 1837 
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No. !--Continued. 
Cl) I I "'0"'-' "'0 I I Cl) ,.oP.. 00 Cl.lo ~ s-. P-..c: ....,Cl) ;o 
~~ ~ ~tl:$-U1 
...... ~ ..... 0 •1"""'1 ~ ~ ~ ....... 1-<•-< (/.) --cs C·~ 




"'0 0 Ch 'Cj(d<l>,..J 
~~ 5.~ rn'-' ~-~ 3 ~ 0 ~..0 O..b£) ll;l s::: C'f) ro ..... tl:$~ ::....5' s-. §-;o s 
~ Cl) ..zl,j,.,) s·g ,.01-< ~ C.§J-.:: Names of appropriations. tl:$ Po. (lj..c: Cl.lrn §§<~ti ~-.- ""Cjc:J ]>=r--: ..o- ~s::: <1)~ -~ en Q.> ..... .._.e.>Q Cl) "''..C ~OM s::: bo Cl) "'';::J §os""' ;:...,~ ....... tl:$ ~.Sgj tl:$;l. 
en ~ ~ enb.Q § b.o~ ...... s"'' Cl) Cl) ~~~ Cl) s::: ..... 0 l':l,.....,tl:$ Cl.l,.O s::: o:..> • ...., ....... ~ b.O ~(/) 
~..c: tl:$"50 ;3~s s= C/; .~·~ ~ ~~ tl:$h 
"'';::JO 0 s::: .:3 ~-~ ~ (;lE-;~ ~;::J SQ) tl:$,.0 ~·cU ~ Cl) 'a~ I=Q c:Q ~h 
------------------ ------
Improving the navigation 
of Cumberland river. 
$34,000 00 $:10,000 00 $4,101 41 $58,101 41 
Improving the navigation 
of the Ohio river above 
10,000 00 $1,441 89 50,000 00 1,200 00 (32,641 89 
the f~lls. 
Impro,·ingthe navigation 21,000 00 21,000 00 
of the Ohio, Missouri, 
and Mississippi rivers. 
Improving the navigation 25,695 77 7,154 63 70,000 00 665 00 103,515 40 
of the Ohio and Mis-
si5sippi rivers, from 
Louisville to New Or-
lean. 
Improvin~ the Miss is- 57,000 00 907 65 20,000 00 292 37 78,200 02 
sippi river above the 
mouth of the Ohio 
river, and for the Mis-
souri nver. 
Pier in the Mississippi 47,165 88 2,537 75 49,703 63 
river, near St. Loui~, 
Missouri. 
----------· ------------1------1 
638,253 35 311,451 17 1,141,067 00 
Ligltt-lwuses and beacon-
lights. 




Deacon-light at Genesee 
river and Big Sodus 
bay. 
Removing light-house at 41,100 00 
Goat island. 
Removing li~ht-house at 4,000 00 
Old Point Comfort 
into Fort Monroe. 
A light-house on Flynn's 200,000 00 











6 75 43,662 05 
6,000 00 
200,000 00 
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No. !-Continued. 
"d ~ ~ zr c. C1J I c"d . .:.., C1J C1J Amount disbursed in the fourth quar- CIJ~~ ""'"P. OC"l:j..C..C 
~..0..0 >:: C1J 
~a.- cdc..,..., 
ter of 1837, and first three quarters o;W. w. oSS 
i;f-;S S""' 
a:l oo ~s.s 
9f 1838. ..0CIJV rn~...., 00 "OM>< rn ...... P. 0... <.....0 coo a:>"d ~ 
'"OCI)Q) oM ~of: <!)- CllCIJ 
ui w.w. rn C1J 0 ~~..~~ 2 s 
~ 
'"-< O"d ....,""'""' "d..c M Q)~E e~:~ ~ tEJO+->CIJ §~ 0 >:<- ~1! QJ 0~];@ ~§ 
>:< s ::i v ..... 
..; on ::i>-,.c::f cd+-> ~Q)~~"'t:,j cd 
~ ~s iii·;;; so- Q.l 0 ~coo c P..,s] ~ Oil cd~g -315~ @ -~ 
.,.... >. rn 0"' >::OM g Ji Q.l s·~ >, 
& § ~~= . a.--5 "d c:"O- ;:::Q~ s..c~~t5-a a ~iii§ ..... >:< s.s "'~ § C1J v ~~ C1J ::i ;...~ ~ -5l ~0 ~ 1:-~00 0 P.CIJ ~~~ cdo '-> o ~ til ..0 ~ o ~s<+=..c c><..o t;i~:a~~~~ ii: cd ~ "8 "0 ::' bJJ....,MM cd:gs cd~S 
..5 
>. >. w~ o ..-. bJJ C1J OJ OJ ~0~ (\j~~ co-5 ~E §~ 
~ 
CQ '-' 1"..> CCI ..0 ~,.o ............ 
~ ~ =-' 
---- ----------- ------ ------------------
4th 1837 $10,049 73 
1st 1838 2,749 46 
2d 1838 5,763 57 
3d 1838 8,951 66 $27,5Q7 42 $8,093 99 $22,500 00 $30,593 99 
4th 1837 8,447 55 
lst&2d, '38 3,553 11 
3d 1838 17,320 12 2!;1,320 78 3,321 11 30,000 00 33,321 11 
4th, 1st, & 2d 4,669 11 4,669 11 5,450 89 10,880 00 16,330 89 
quarters. 
4th 1837 9,55R 21 
lst&2d,'38 22,273 04 
3d 1838 1!"),015 99 50,847 27 15 ,235 13 37,433 00 52,668 13 
4th 1837 1,238 97 
1st 1838 754 25 
2d 1838 14,33~ 40 
3d 1838 12,702 70 29,028 32 12 ,171 70 37,000 00 49,171 70 
4th 1837 1,309 26 
1st 183R 313 80 
2d 1838 25,761 85 
3d 1838 18,086 77 45,471 68 4,231 95 4,231 95 
------ ------ ----- ----- ------ ----------
955,310 05 955,310 05 2·15,593 56 909,145 20 1,154,738 76 
------ ----------- ----- -----------------
4th 1837 384 93 
4th 1837 2 ,·i9Z OG 
1st 1838 1,546 4G 
2rl 1838 8,882 44 
3d 1838 14,545 44 
4th 1837 865 43 















Hi, 195 65 
5,134 57 
197,409 £6 
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No. !-Continued. 
Cl) I rn '"d"-' ,.c::O.. Cl)o 
.-..<1.1 ;a ~~ r;n .... ~ S<+-< ...... 0 ,_ ..... 0~ o.,rn oo rn-o om ¢<.-5 ,_ Cl) ooo- j:l..rn 
0 ~=:ro P-bJ:) 
~=:M ~~ ~ >::: a: Cl) ,.c_, s·~ Names ofappropriations. d ~..c:: Cl)rn ......... 
'g§~ 
,.c:: ..... ::l ~ 
-'C rn QJ 
.s ~0 Cl) ;:::l 00 ~-5 ~ t:-·~ 
rJ.) 0 ~- 'f' b.D § !l.D~ ~~~ Q)c c..> • ..., ..... .:::0.0 
~~s CVJ ::=:·~ ~ o:st.... '"0:::)0 




Erie, $674 00 - -
---- ----------
245,774 00 $6,345 36 -
----------------
.IJJiscellanemt,S. 
Military Academy - 33,979 14 :22,643 36 $74,492 19 
Lithographic press of the - 257 25 -
War Department. 
Ohio northern boundary - 1 '750 37 -
------ --------
33,979 14 24,650 98 74,492 1!) 
Fortifications - - 375,032 25 188,886 75 1.016.615 00 
Harbors and rivers - 638,253 35 311,451 17 1;141;067 00 
Roads - - - 322,015 51 141,542 91 459,000 00 
Light-houses - - 245,774 00 6,345 36 -
Miscellaneous - - 33,979 14 24,650 98 74,492 19 




·~ >::: >::: rn '"0 0•.-< 
~>. ,.c · -o 
~- c..>c;jc:J...; rn~ g3·c ~ § p., 
>,0 ~g.~ s 
..a~ ~ 5,~ ~ 
'"OC.l s~~~ ~;..::: 
'"0 .0 ~ .... (!)~ '"O::i ;:::lOO roo., 0 .......... 
'+-< s~~ ~ -o 
s::; rn ::1: .g ·51 ;:::l-
o~=: ro -.~ c SQ) C)C-~ 
~ ..... E-;Q)P., 
------------
- $6i4 00 
------ ----
$6 75 252,126 11 
------ ------
- 131' 114 69 
- 257 25 
- 1,750 37 
---·-------
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No. !~Continued. 
Amounts disbursed in the fourth qnar-
"'d - - zr fr Q)l ;::l"'d.,!. ~ Q) &~] ~p. o@--g.-.9-:i §w ... <:.> ter of 1837, and first three quarters ass Ul 15 err ~.9 .s 
of 1838. ~~~ ~~ S...., oo "CC";; >< II) ...... 0..0.. ....,o coo v"'d >. 
'"OJ:lJJ oM ~.-5 Q.~,...., Q) Q.) 
rfiQ) 0 ~ ... -~ £ § v5 I ...... O'";;l .......... '"2-::: M 'i:l ,.r::o ..... Q) co"-' ~~ ~] B ~ S Q.) o-'"'d~ ::J...c= 0 ~~ ;:::sS~..,.-o ~ bO cv'd o_.,..:;: ~ .... 
3 cd ~os ~ ·s sgo v 0 • .a oro '2l ~.9~ ~ b.O cd Q) •-:~ ~-g~ tJ .s ·g ~Qjg co~ :::s v o·-< 
;:I rn Q) -5 "d s:!'"O- ;:I>,~ olfl~ .... ~ >. 
o' '"' 5 0..~'55 s -'s:l~ ...... c ... S.e~~85 ::::: t<l Q) cd Q) Q) ... - Q) :::! ... -«l .Q ~-S_ E ~.% &'~t-"cri v c...w t.J~V cdo__, o., .n ..c rn ~><...0 §ts ~~~~-~~ ~ :.a ~ ~·~~ ~ gzo; f:2~ cd Q) s 
>, »~~edt' - c Q) ~~E C)..c::P.;:::sC~ ~ ~..a- ..... cdQ...., ~..-c:l ... := ....... C£l CCI CCI CCI ---- ------ ----~ ----~- ------ ------~-----
- - - - - $674 00 $674 00 
-~- ---- ---------
- $31,307 50 - $31,307 50 $10,028 60 210,790 01 220 ,818 61 
---- ----- ---- ---- -------- ------
4th 1837 $21,809 50 
1st 1838 8,691 5'2 
2d 1838 12,010 93 - 4'2,511 95 61,813 55 26,789 19 88,602 74 - - - - 257 25 - 257 25 
- - - - 1,750 37 - I, 750 37 
----- ---- ----- ---- ----
- 49,511 95 - 42,511 95 63,821 17 26,78f) 19 90,610 36 
LATION. 
~ 631,933 92 - 631,933 92 181' 187 81 764,915 77 946,103 58 
- 955,310 05 - 955,310 05 245,593 56 909,145 20 1,154,738 76 
- 430,218 GO - 430,2li;l 60 93,997 52 398,547 34 492,544 86 - 31,307 50 - 31,307 50 10,028 60 210,790 01 220,818 61 - 42,5ll 95 - 4'2,511 95 63,821 17 26,789 19 90,610 36 
[ 1 356 
No.2. 
Statement showing the amount remaining in the hands of each of the 
on the 1st October, 1837; the amount remitted to each from the 
which came into the hands of each from sales of public property, 
the last quarter of 1837, and each of the first three quarters of 1838 
7 
quarters by accounts aud vouchers of expenditures, or by evidences 
the balance unaccounted for by each at the end of each quarter. 
Cl.) 




§~ ] t-£ "'"d 2 
~§ -g~ ;.... ...c:"d • ·§ ~ ~ c(j $:l2~ ...... - c(j~ NAMES OF AGENTS, ~ ~$ ,..-::::"0 0' ·~ ::::::-' Cl.)Cl.)> 
~ 
~~ 1-S...O '"d § . $:l2 ~3~ ....,E-t"doo ~ ...._~ ..... s:: ..c • o;,)o;,)O' § Cl.)~ ~ .. ::.. 
;;~en ~"' .... ..... o ,..c(j o<l.)ECl.l oCl.l:;:s c(j <:) I- Q) 
S..c ~ Ol) S'ii o ~<:) 0>., ';;~~ 
~~ ~ I=Q ~ .... .,...t¢ <rnrn 
rig. Gen. C. Gratiot - 4th of 1837 $35,000 00 - - $35,000 00 1st 1838 35,000 00 - - 35,000 00 2d 183Sl 35,000 00 - - 35,000 00 3d 1838 35,000 00 - - 35,060 00 olonel J. G. Totten - 4th 1837 ~ 4,190 12 $1,076 04 5,266 16 1st 1838 -2d 1838 5,176 47 ~ 156 00 5,332 47 3d 1838 
B 
c 
-L -t. Col. R. E. De Russy 4th 1837 22,643 36 - 22,643 36 1st 1838 833 86 $33,930 75 - 34,764 61 2d 1838 26,073 09 - - 26,073 09 3d 1838 -ajor J. L. Smith - 4th 1837 19,024 32 20,000 00 - 39,024 32 lst 1838 7,656 30 17,590 24 - 25,246 54 2d 1838 10,764 26 51,463 00 - 62,227 26 3d 1838 22,521 48 40,000 00 - 62,521 48 ajor Wm. H. Chase - 4th 1837 54,869 11 - 219 52 55,088 63 1st 1838 33,368 50 - 11 00 33,379 50 2d 1838 ~ 33,244 50 18,500 00 51,744 50 3d 1838 -
apt. W. A. Eliason - 4th 1837 3,153 58 10,400 00 211 74 13,765 32 1st 1838 





-Captain C. A. Ogden - 4th 1837 72,399 98 78,488 05 - 150,888 03 bt 1838 73,!:105 78 - 73,905 78 2d 1838 48,650 43 16,000 00 - 64,650 43 3d 1838 596 59 136 ,471 95 - 137,068 54 Captain H. Brewerton - 4th 1837 
1st 1838 - - 164 50 164 50 2d 1838 - 44 22 44 22 3d 1838 27,354 72 27,354 72 Capt. J. K. F. Mansfield 4th 1837 27,556 62 66,620 71 8,491 50 102,668 tl3 
1st 1838 46,633 71 17,762 03 64,395 74 
2d 1838 23,793 40 3,808 56 405 !S5 28,007 51 3d 1838 122 42 38,250 00 - 38,372 42 Captain A. H. Bowman 4th 1837 52,274 01 26,000 00 - 78,274 01 1st 1838 58,304 02 - - 58,304 02 :Jd 1838 28,665 13 - - 28,665 13 3d 1838 10,589 38 - - 10,589 38 Captain R. E. Lee - 4th 1837 3,245 40 - 3,245 40 1st 1838 696 53 26,000 00 - 26,696 53 2d 1838 25,629 12 10,000 00 35,629 12 3d 1838 - 45,000 00 292 37 45,292 37 
357 [ 1 ] 
No.2. 
disbursing agents of the Engineer Department, and unaccounted for 
Treasury, or turned over to him by other agent or agents, and those 
rent of public buildings or grounds, or from other sources during 
the amounts accounted and unaccounted for by each in each of those 
of transfers to other agents, or of replacements in the Treasury, and 
O' "d ...,Q). Q) 
1'-o 1-. >. ...; ~ ..0 ~-o ~ c8 ~ 
Q) o§~ "d 0 "d 
~ "d Q) 
Q) ~ 





0.. ::::: ~ Remarks. 
>< B ~o.S 0 ::s ll.i ~ 
~ 
(.) 
Q) ..... "d ~ 




s 0 ..c: <d 0 ro...: E .......... 't2c8 < <00.. E--1 co 





$89 G9 SB9 69 5,176 47 
5,332 47 
Accounts for third quarternotreceived. 
$21,809 50 21,809 50 833 86 
8,691 52 8,6:)1 52 2G,Oi3 09 
12,010 93 12,010 93 14,062 16 
Accounts for third quarter not received. 
31,368 02 31,368 02 7,656 30 
l4,4A2 28 14,482 28 10,764 26 
39,705 78 39,705 78 22,521 48 
39,424 11 39,424 11 23,0!17 37 
312 81 21,407 32 21,720 13 33,368 50 
135 00 135 00 33,244 50 
26,815 15 26,815 15 24,929 35 
12,441 84 12,441 84 1,323 48 
970 06 9'70 06 4,153 42 
Accounts for third quarter not received. 
16,982 25 76,982 25 73,905 78 
25,255 35 25,255 35 48,650 43 
61,053 84 64,053 84 596 59 
73,722 Hi 73,722 16 63,346 38 
164 50 161 50 
44 22 44 22 
23,961 45 23,9<il 45 3,393 27 
56,035 12 56,035 12 46,(i33 '71 Accounts for third quarter 1838, rela-
40,G0'2 34 40,602 34 i".J3, 793 40 ting to Savannah river, inland navjga-
27,885 0!) 27,885 0!) 122 42 tion between St Marys and St. Johns, 
22,560 ~R 22,560 78 15,8ll 6! and fortifications of Charleston har-
19,9G!) !)9 19,969 !)9 58,304 02 bor, not rendered . 
29,638 89 29,638 89 28,6ti5 n 
18,075 75 18,075 75 10,58!) 38 
6,409 25 6,109 25 4,180 13 
2,548 87 2,548 87 C!:!G 53 
1,067 41 1,067 41 25,629 12 
35,()29 12 35,62!) 12 
35,254 GO 35,2b4 60 10,037 77 
[I] 358 
No. 2-Continued. 
cu "t::s S"C'"' s~ cu -5 r::!o 28.5 2-5 ..0 '- ~¢: 
E 
0 '- 0 '-o 
'"' '"C$-o ]t·£ "C'"C s=.o ~ co._. QJS:: "d~ t:: ...c;-:::l • ~§;~ .~ cd_ ;<£ co llJ'-N .. U:ES 0 AfiENTS. ::;l 
-~ § ~ ::: cd Q, ~cr. ..c:-s 0' <l.l<lJ> (l)~ h '- 0 "'0::: c:; cuog <;::;~.._;:~) Q, s::~ -''- ·~ s= ,..c; • uvo< 5 cu;.: 1:.: ::;l ?; ~ s=~.., ~ ,,; ~o 
.23~~ ~1l~~o 0"' co <:.I '-<l:> sed -'CJ &» cd::;l- .;:j-'-'CO ott1(/J ~cd CQ ------- ··--------- ------ ---- -----
'uptain A. J. Swift - 4th 1837 $46,413 70 £20 ,0(10 00 $1 ,5!)1 81 $68,005 54 1st 1838 10,696 58 f>,t 00 00 811 41 17,107 99 2d 1838 
~ 8,686 4-! 20,762 9!} 416 31 29,865 74 3d 1838 





3d 1838 1,000 00 - 1,000 00 .,aptain William Smith 4th 1837 3,149 06 5,900 00 - n,049 06 1st 1838 1,144 74 15,500 00 - Hi,£)44 74 2d 1838 
3d 1838 
Colonel H. Whiting - 4th 1837 1,909 08 - - 1,!)09 08 1st 1838 
2d 1838 
3d 1838 




Captain J. Allen - 4th 1837 7,256 50 4,200 00 385 00 11,841 50 1st 11:;38 
~ 277 12 125 00 402 12 2d 1838 -3d 1838 51 f9 9,000 00 - !:1,051 G9 Lient. R. C. Smead - 4th 1837 2,751 35 1,:200 00 - 3,951 35 Isl 1838 957 G3 - - 957 63 2d 1838 8i>5 13 - 855 13 3d 1838 9!) 68 12,569 82 - 12,fi69 50 P. E. Por~er - - 4th 1837 304 06 - 304 06 General J . G. Swift - 4th 1837 3,061 55 2,000 00 - 5,061 55 1st 18:~8 945 01 
2d 1838 
~ - 5,000 00 - 5,!)45 01 3d 1838 5,000 00 - 5,000 00 Henry Smith ~ - 41h 1837 5,0<S9 49 2::25 ou - 5,314 49 1st 1838 3,642 05 - - 3,()42 05 2rl. 1838 3,328 2~ 
3,{XJO 00 - 3,328 22 3d 1838 3,129 80 - 6,129 8D A. Talcott - - 4th JR37 840 83 50,000 00 - 50,840 83 1st 1838 13,065 95 32,000 00 - 45,065 95 2d 1838 17,399 00 'J7,000 00 - 74,389 00 3d 1838 2~,2oa 38 42,000 00 71,:?09 38 . A. Thompson · - 4th 1837 6,8~1 34 11 ,9:)0 00 229 95 19,001 29 1st 1Fl38 224 00 3,510 00 282 40 4,046 40 Zd 183R 1,528 61 500 00 150 00 2,178 61 3d 1838 548 61 7,572 50 100 00 8,231 11 . L. Dancy - - 4th 18:~7 8l:3 53 5,535 00 1 46 6,:!49 99 1st 1838 30 12 5,815 00 - 5,845 12 2d 1838 1,195 22 1,288 55 - 2,483 77 3cl 1838 - 8,752 00 - 8>752 QO 
F 
359 [ 1] 
No. 2-Continued. 
Remarks. 
$57,308 96 $57,308 96 $10,696 58 
8,421 55 8,421 55 8,686 44 
28,207 19 ~8,207 19 1,658 55 
219 26 219 26 21,188 06 
115 40 115 40 21,072 6G 
987 88 987 88 25,084 78 
1,89.) 41 1,895 41 23,18!) 37 
502 42 502 42 497 58 
7,904 32 7,904 32 1) 144 74 
7,256 83 $5,872 88 1:3,129 71 3,515 03 
1,253 00 1,253 00 656 08 
900 83 900 83 2,945 62 
11,564 38 11,564 38 277 12 This work was transferred to the Topo-
350 43 350 43 51 69 
graphical Bmean by order of the 
Sef'retary of War bt August. The 
vouchers for 3d quarter, 1838, will 
2,993 72 2,993 72 957 63 be ret.derelthrough that Bureau. 
102 50 102 50 855 13 
755 4.j - 755 45 99 tiS 
10,758 08 I ,911 42 12,669 50 
Transferred to Topographical Bureau 304 06 
4,116 54 4,116 54 915 01 by order of the Secretary of War. 
7,810 24 7,810 24 3,134 77 Aceo:mts for 3d quarter not received. 
1,672 44 1,672 44 3,642 05 
313 83 313 83 3,328 22 
198 42 198 42 3,129 80 
3,138 76 3,138 7G 2,991 04 
37,77,1 88 37,774 88 13,0G5 U5 
27 ,66fj 95 27,G66 95 17,399 00 
45,189 62 45,189 62 29,209 38 
52,3H 72 52,341 72 18,867 66 
18,7i7 29 18,777 29 224 00 
2,517 79 2,517 7!) 1,528 61 
1,630 00 1,630 00 548 61 
7,561 4fi 7,561 46 669 65 
6,319 87 6,319 87 30 12 
4,619 90 4,619 !)0 I, 195 22 
2,483 77 2,483 77 
5,040 88 5,040 88 3,711 12 
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No. 2-Continued. 
Remarks. 





























































































7, 108 81 Accounts for 3d quarter not received. 
This work is trani'ferred to Topogra~ 
phical Bureau. Accounts to be 




Accounts for 2d and 3d quarters 25 09 not 








115 89 Transferred to Topographical Bureau. 
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NAMES OF AGENTS, 
Freeman Bradford 
Vv m. Robinson -
M. Parks 
W. P. Eaton 
P. G. Munro 
Ezra Coe 
L. G. Sampson 
Jno. T. Gibbs -
D. K. Aikin 
Jno. B. Wilbor -
Conrad Reid 
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No. 2-Continued. 
Remarks. 
----- ------ - ----- ---- -- - ---------------
$5,85G 29 $5,856 29 $5,236 16 
20! 00 211<:.1: 00 5,03:3 16 
165 00 165 00 4,867 16 
4,414 60 4,4H tiO 5,520 56 
144 88 
144 88 
- - 144 88 
5,59li 50 5,59() 50 559 38 
1,032 30 1,032 30 135 07 
212 65 212 65 1,922 42 
1 '134 (i7 1,134 67 787 75 
2,381 36 2,38'1 36 2,406 39 
l ,tilG 52 1,616 52 3,082 39 
176 98 I7G 98 2,905 41 Transferred to Topographical Bureau. 
1,586 6J 1,586 G4 1,318 7i Vouchers for 3d quarter to be ren-
4,318 77 dered to it. 
47,282 55 47,282 55 15,681 15 
tl,578 99 8,578 99 7·, 102 16 
12,102 16 1-2,102 16 
60,190 46 60,190 46 16,009 54 
2,920 68 2,920 68 271 00 
595 14 595 11 325 86 
l,G45 18 1,645 18 273 68 
1,418 47 1,418 47 40 91 
273 30 273 30 2,176 41 
6lfi 90 Gl6 90 1,559 51 
Accounts fur 3d quarter not received. 
2,503 00 2,500 00 
1,000 00 1,000 00 
698 16 698 16 1 84 
1,288 64 1,288 64 139 3G 
- 139 36 
45G 04 456 04 183 32 
2,495 39 2,495 39 237 93 
1,742 OG 1,742 0(j 22 15 
22 15 
22 15 
1 ,272 15 1,'272 15 
395 94 395 94 219 33 
] ,750 17 1,750 17 2,129 16 
993 94 995 94 882 44 Transferred to Topographical Bureau. 
HiD 00 160 00 882 44 Accounts for third quarter to be ren-
1,402 59 1 ,40<! 5!) 479 85 dered to it. 
I, 179 85 
[I J 364 
No. 2-Continued. 




""' ;]..8 .9 2 Q)~ 
~ ..c: '0 • -~53~ > c:l 'd~ Q)"-< ..... -NAMES OF AGENTS. :::s ~~2 s~Q) ~ (J:/ §.S Q)a>> ClJ~ 
I 0" ..... :::s ~ ""'""' 0 'd~ ..C:"C· ~ ~~g. ~E-t"' rJ5 ...,I'-< ~~ ~~ ~ ClJ..., ~ r ..... ~ :::s ~ ~ g] ~c:j .... O<Oll'-<a> -:::s 
0~ ~§E s,..Q :::s tl.O Sf}$ Eo ...,_,c:j 0 '-> t:.. ~ ~ ~ E-t ---------- ---------- ----- ---- ----
William Chandler r 4th 1837 $1,018 73 $1,000 00 $2,018 73 1st 1838 485 80 485 so 2d 1838 
~ part of 3d 235 41 235 41 1838 Thomas Young - r 2d 1838 1,500 00 1,500 00 3d 1838 686 28 1,500 00 2,186 28 Robert Harper - - 4th 1837 370 56 370 56 1st 1838 144 65 
2d 1838 31 17 175 82 3d 1838 3,066 42 $25 62 3,092 04 Samuel Simons - - 4th 1837 1,142 00 1,142 00 Isaac S. Smith - - 3d 1838 10,250 00 10,250 00 R. P. Williams - 2d 1838 4,290 00 4,290 00 Thomas Bartram - 4th 1837 325 52 325 52 1st, 2d, and 
3d of 1838 325 52 325 52 Alexander Parris 4th 1837 464 00 ...: 464 00 1st, 2d, and 
3d of 183A 3~8 09 150 00 478 09 John Price - 4th 1837 191 37 191 37 3d 1838 
William McKnight - 4th 1837 1,950 62 5,000 00 3,559 91 10,510 53 1st 1838 14,000 00 198 50 14,198 50 2d 1838 9,860 2G 100 00 9,9GO 26 3d 1838 4,196 69 12,500 00 243 00 16,939 69 H. M. Shreve - - 4th 1837 33,802 02 25,695 77 185 00 5!) ,682 79 1st 1838 t 45,380 50 66,720 00 ·1 13 00 112,513 50 2u. 1838 
3d 1838 14,828 94 50,967 00 25~ 00 66,047 94 Bank of Troy - - 4th 1837 20,119 49 3,6!)2 00 23,811 49 1st 1838 2' 1:3!) !) 1 - 164 30 2,304 21 2d 183A 681 55 10,000 00 44 22 10,725 77 3d 18:i8 
Moyamensing Bank 4th 1837 29,512 19 94,200 00 282 96 123,995 15 ·1st 1808 48,248 40 - 50 00 48,298 40 2d 1838 41,959 77 21,480 00 137 50 63,577 27 3d 1838 34,185 09 88,000 00 29 72 Hl2,214 81 Merchants and Manu-
factnrers' Bank - 4th 1837 12,410 99 50,000 00 205 0-1 I 1st 1838 1 
2d 1838 10,508 17 1,200 00 ~ 169,32 20 3d 1838 95,000 00 J Newport Exchange Bank 4th 1837 8,163 09 24,000 00 32,163 09 1st 1838 5,059 99 35,400 00 40,4!:?9 99 2cl 1838 34,280 32 10,000 00 44,280 32 3d 1838 31' 179 83 15,000 00 46,179 83 C. ·w. Rees 3d 1838 5,872 88 5,B~2 88 
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$1,532 93 - $1,532 93 $485 80 
250 39 - 250 39 235 41 
198 36 ... 198 36 37 05 
813 72 - 813 72 686 28 I, 763 08 - 1,763 08 423 20 
225 91 - 225 91 144 65 
175 82 - 175 82 2,841 33 - 2,841 33 250 71 
1' 123 35 - 1,123 35 18 65 Work finished . 9,872 22 - 9,872 22 377 78 
1,041 24 - 1,041 24 3,248 76 - - - 325 52 
- 325 52 135 91 - 135 91 328 09 
90 09 - 90 09 388 00 
35 64 - 35 64 155 73 Transferred to Topographir.al Bureallt 
10,510 53 - 10,510 53 4,338 24 - 4,338 24 9,860 26 
5,763 57 - 5,763 57 4,196 69 
8,845 70 - 8,845 70 8,093 99 
14,302 29 - 14,302 29 45,380 50 
97,684 56 - 97,684 56 14,828 94 
32,099 36 - 32,099 36 33,948 58 
21,671 58 - 21,671 58 2,139 91 1,622 66 1,622 66 681 55 
9,631 05 $1,094 72 10,725 77 
75,746 75 - 75,746 75 48,248 40 
6,338 63 - 6,338 63 41,959 77 
29,392 18 - 29,392 18 34,185 09 
93,974 48 -;- 93,974 48 28,240 33 
143,.3 78 - 143,133 78 26,190 42 
27,103 10 - 27,103 10 5,059 99 
6,179 67 - 6,179 67 34,280 32 13,100 49 .. 13,100 49 31,179 83 
35,315 6& - 35,315 65 10,864 18 
2,339 Io - 2,339 16 3,533 72 
-
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No.7. 
REPORT FROM THE TOPOGRAPHICAL BUREAU. 
BeREAU OF rroPOGRAPHICAL ENGINEERs, 
J-Yashington, November 26, 1838. 
~IR: In obedience to your orders, I have the honor of submitting to 
your consideration the following statements and report : 
Statement A, showing the amount applicable to expenditure, and the 
amount expended, in the service of the bureau during the year ending 30th 
September, 1838. 
Statement B is an exhibit of the amount transmitted to disbursing officers 
and agents, from the 1st day of October, 1837, to the 30th day of Septem-
ber, 1838, and of the amounts for which accounts have been rendered. 
I am also required to present a general view of the operations of the 
bureau since the last annual report. These consist of the execution of 
various surveys;, and the superintending of various constructions for the 
improvement of rivers and harbors, of which an account of each will now 
be submitted. 
SURVEYS. 
1st. The survey of the Tennessee river from its mouth to the highest 
point of steamboat navigation; directed by a resolution of the Senate of• 
the 25th J~nuary, 1838. 
2d. The survey of Elizabeth river, beginning at the northern debonche 
of the Dismal Swamp canal, and termi1 ating at Sewall's point; directed by 
a resolution of the Senate of the 2d March, 1838. 
3d. The survey of rrangier sound, and of Annapolis harbor; directed by 
a resolution of the Senate of the 27th March, 1838. 
Jt has not been in the power of the bureau to attend to any of the fore-
going resolutions, from the want of funds. The expenses of such duties 
are paid, either out of special appropriations, or out of the genera] appro-
priations for surveys. No special appr:lpriations having been made, and 
the general appropriations for surveys having failed, the surveys could not 
be made. 
4th. The completion of the survey from the harbor of Norfolk, Virginia, 
to Charleston, South Carolina, with a view of determining the practicability 
of opening an inland communication for steam navigation. 
This work was commenced in 1837, but suspended during 1838, from 
the want of an appropriation. ~ An estimate for the same is submittel;l. 
5th. The survey of Ro k river, with a view to the improvement of its 
navigation, and of the haven of said river next below Lake Kuskenoug to 
Madison. For these surveys the sum of $1,000 was appropriated. Arrange-
ments for the duty could not be made in time for the past season, but the 
same will be attended to early in the next. The appropriation being en-
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tirely too small for the object, an estimate for an additional sum is sub-
mitted. 
6th. The survey of the Des Moines and Iowa rivers, with a view to 
the improvement of their navigation. 
Reasons similar to those stated in No. 5, have also produced delays in 
this; and: in consequence of the entire inadequacy to the object of the 
amount appropriated, an estimate for an additional sum is submitted. 
7th. The survey and estimate for the cost of a railroad from Milwaukie 
to Dubuque. 
Officers have been assigned to this duty; it will not, however, be com-
pleted until the next season. In the mean time an estimate for the additional 
sum which will be required, is submitted. 
8th. The survey of the Fox river, Wisconsin, was completed during the 
last season, and the report duly submitted. The subject is, therefore, pre-
pared for the course of improvement which was contemplated. 
CONSTRUCTIONS. 
9th. The superintending the construction of the Alexandria aqueduct. 
The amount appropriated by the General Government for this work, 
and it being one of the termini of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, in 
which great interests of the Government are involved, have placed it among 
'national public works, entitled to a Government engineer, and one has 
therefore been constantly kept in its supedntendence; in addition to which, 
it is pmbably.one of the most extraordinary works of modern times, equally 
adapted to reflect credit upon thE? country as upon its engineer's skill ; 
and its successful execution may be considered as eminently to depend 
upon preserving with it the mind whose plans and operations have hitherto 
SQ admirably succeeded. 
lOth. The construction of a road from the State line of Alabama, through 
'Mariana, to Appalachicola, authorized by a law of Congress of June, 1834. 
This road was completed during the last season. 
lJth. The building of a breakwater or pier at the harbor of Burlington, 
Ver ont. 
This work is progressing with commendable rapidity, under its vigilant 
and careful superintendent. On the two piers sunk last summer, top 
timbers have been placed, and the whole covered with three-inch plank. 
On the west side they have also been filled with stone. ,-rwo additional 
piers, one hundred feet each, have been sunk during the present season, 
one of which is timbered to the water's edge, aud filled with stone ; the 
other also timbered to the same height, and about two-thirds filled with stone. 
One of these piers is placed at each end of the work of the former season, so 
us to afford the best protection to the wharves as the work progresses. It is 
contemplated that a third pier will be sunk before the season closes. 
12th. Deepening the channel between the two Hero islands, on Lake 
Champlain. 
The work is performed by a dredging-machine, and is progressing suc-
cessfully. 
13th. The building of a breakwater or pier in the harbor of Plattsburg, 
New York. About six hundred and twenty feet of crib work has been put in 
place, finished to high water mark, and filled with stone, during the present 
season. As soon as the ice is formed of sufficient strength, it is contem-
plated to finish that part of the work of these piers which lies above high 
water mark. 
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14th. Deepening the harbor of Whitehall, New York. 
That part of the lake which constitutes the harbor of Whitehall, lies 
between the outlet locks of the canal and Fidler's Elbow. From its narrow-
ness, it could with great propriety be considered as an extension of the 
canal, and the true harbor be considered that part of the lake below the 
Elbow. The necessities of commerce will force these considerations upon 
the community; already the reach between the Elbow and the locks, from 
the want of space, affords but an inadequate harbor for the trade. All the 
department can do is to keep the channel open by the aid of the dredging-
machine. 
15th. The improvement of the harbor of Black river, Jefferson county, 
New York. 1,650 feet of the north pier are now finished, and 210 feet more 
have been raised to within six inches of the waters surface. 
Of the north pier, 630 feet have been completed, and an additional 
extent of 1,390 feet raised to within six inches of the water surface. 
16th. The improvement of the mouth of Salmon river, New York. 
750 feet of crib work have been put in place, and built up, on an average, 
about nine feet high. The settling of the cribs in the sand has been greater 
than was at first anticipated, which will increase proportioually the cost 
of the work. 
17th. Improvement of the harbor of Buffalo, New York. 
18th. Buffalo mole or pier-head, New York. 
19th. rrhe improvement of the harbor of Cattaraugus, New York. 
20th. The improvement of the harbor of Dunkirk, New York. 
21st. The improvement of the harbor of Portland, New York. 
22d. The improvement of the harbor of Presque Isle, Erie, Pennsylvania. 
Having received a highly interesting and lucid report from Captain 
W. G. Williams, in reference to these several harbors from No. l5 to 20, 
inclusive, (who is in the superintendence of them all,) and it being the 
first season in which they were placed under the direction of this bureau, 
instead of endeavoring to condense his views and statements, I have pre-
ferred submitting a copy of his report, as the better way of communicating 
a full and accurate knowledge of the several subjects upon which he 
treats. 
23d. Improvement of the harbor of Vermillion river, on Lake Erie, 
Ohio. 
About 500 feet:of crib work have been put in place, and the portion of the 
pier established during the last season has been finished. The improve-
ment has been thus far of signal benefit to the country adjacent and interior. 
A channel of about 50 feet wide, and from 6 to 7 feet deep, is now open 
through the sand bar into the river. 
24th. Improvement of the harbor of St. Josephs, on Lake Michigan, 
Michigan. 
4.11 feet of crib work have been put in place, outside, in the lake: and 833 
cords of stone have been deposited in the cribs, of the last and present 
season, and the work across the bar has been raised to within 2 feet of its 
contemplated height. The original bar has disappeared entirely, and the 
water is from 12 to 15 feet deep where the sand was from 6 to 8 feet above 
the level of the lake, before the pier was commenced. The sand bar which 
made its appearance last spring, from a deposite forming around the end of 
the pier, has been washed out since the commencement of the work of this 
season, and the water is now 8 feet deep over it, with a straight channel 
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through which vess~ls have with great ease and perfect safety made the 
harbor. 
25th. Improvement of the harbor of Michigan City, on Lake Michigan, 
Indiana. 
rrhe piers of the last season have stood remarkably well, and have been 
raised dming the present year to within two tiers of their contemp1ated 
height, in addition to which 350 feet of crib work have been established in 
place. 
26th. Improvement of the harbor of Chicago, State of Illinois. 
The balance of the appropriation of 1837, and available in the fourth 
quarter of that year, was applied to complete and cover the outer part of 
the north pier, to the filling with stone and covering of nearly all of the 
south pier then in plactn., and to the continued operation of the dredging-
machine in the channel between the piers. At the close of operations last 
fall a good deep entrance to the river was secure-d. The appropriation of 
the present year has been applied to the use of the dredging-machine, to 
the construction of three new lighters, and to the extension of 470 feet of 
the north pier. The harbor at '-present affords an easy entrance and secure 
shelter, in the worst weather, to the largest class of boats and vessels en·· 
gaged in the commerce of the lakes; and, from the importance of its position, 
great solicitude is felt for the continuance and completion of the improve-
ment. Until lately this work was under the immediate superintendence of 
Captain Allen, of the dragoons, but his services being required with his 
regiment, it was found nece~sary to relieve him. It gives n:e great pleasure, 
on this occasion: to bear testimony to the intelligence and industry with 
which his operations have been conducted. 
27th. Removal of the sand bar at New Redford, Massachusetts. 
The work here will consist in the making of a channel across the bar 
635 yards long, 170 feet wide, and about 16 feet deep. 
About 3 feet will be the dePpest of the actual excavation. 
28th. The several harbor improvements on Long Island sound, consist 
in the works at West Port, South Port, Black Rock, Bridgeport., the mouth 
of Connecticut river, and the improvement of the river Thames. All these 
are placed under the general superintendence of Captain W. H. Swift, 
whose report is hereto annexed. 
29th. 'T'he co11struction of a road from Fort Howard, Green Bay, to the 
northern boundary of the State of Illinois; tile construction of a road 
from Milwaukie to Dnbuque; the construction of the necessary bridges 
and the removing of obstructions on the mail road of the northern line of 
Missouri to some suitable point on the Mississippi, between Prairie du Chien 
and Dubuque; the completion of the military road from Fort Crawford to 
Green Bay. 
For all these several roads in the Territory of VVisconsin, small special 
appropriations have been made; and, as soon as be could be spared from 
other duties, Lt. Col. Kearney was sent into that conntry to put them under 
contract, as required by the law. But the season had already far advanc-
ed: and it was necessary first to examine the routes; bnt little in the way 
of actually making the roads can be done until during the ensuing season. 
Lt. Col. Kearney has returned only within a few days. So soon as his 
report is received, it will be submitted to yonr consideration. 
30th. Appropriations were made for the constructing of three roads 
in the Territory of Florida. 1. A road from Tallahassee to lola. 2. A 
24. 
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road from St. Augnstine to Picolata. 3. A road from Jacksonville to 1'al .. 
lahassee. All these are now in progress, but as no previous surveys or 
examinations had been made within the knowledge of this office, the busi-
ness of making the roads had necessarily to be delayed until these pre-
liminary operations could be completed, which the unsettled condition of 
Florida has somewhat obstructed. 
31st. Brandywine light-house. The small appropriation heretofiHe made 
for this very difficult and very neces~ary work, has been devoted to the 
limited preliminary arrangements which its amount would justify. A 
large appropriation is necessary for a judicious commencement. 
'rhe foregoing constitutes a general description of the duties which have 
engaged the s~rvices of the . corps of top?graphical engineers during the 
past season, w1th the exceptwn of five of lts officers, who are ou duty with 
the troops in the Territory of Florida. 
The statement will also show a great increase of the duties of this 
bureau, consequent upon an extension of the principle that this branch of 
the engineer functions of the War Department is properly chargeable with 
all works of a civil character directed by the United States; the other 
with those of a military character, and connected with the system of forti-
fications. In accordance with which the honorable Secretary issued a 
recrulation, requiring the Bureau of Topographical Engineers immediately 
to 
0
take charge of all the new works coming within the description stated, 
and of such old works as could be transferred without injury to the public 
service. Th::>se so transferred, are the works at New Bedford, on Long 
Island sound, those at Dunkirk and Presque Isle, on Lake Erie, and those 
at Chicago, on Lake Michigan. 
The late period at which the Jaw for increasing and organizing the corps 
was passed, together with the distant stations at which the greater part of 
the new appointments were at the time, necessarily infused wnch delay in 
acceptances and reports, and consequeJttly in dnties. To these may be 
added the cases of suspended action upon some of the nominations, which 
deprived the bureau of their services, or of that of others in their places. 
It also prevented the adoption of the contemplated system of duties in as-
signed commands of limited districts, by which much time is saved, much 
useless expense in avoiding unnecessary transportatwn, and better infor-
mation acquired, by the officer becoming, from his less transient position, 
better arqnainted with the locality of bis operations. Over these limited 
commands a system of supervision and inspectorship is to be established in 
the persons of the older officers of the corps, by which the advantages of 
experience and mature judgment will be infnsed in all its operations, and 
be brought to act upon all its plans, estimates, and constructions. This 
system of inspectorship is already in action over the operations of the 
present season, and will be made more general and more effective during 
the next. 
'rhe 31st section of the law "to increase the present military establish-
ment," proh1bits the separation of officers from "their regiments and corps 
for employment on civil works of internal improvement," or their "engage-
ment in the service of incorporated companies." The same section also, 
however, provides "that they may be continued therein not exceeding one 
year, unless the convenience of the service will admit of their withdr-awal 
sooner." 
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The prohisition of "employ by incorporated companies" is clear, but 
that of employ by States does not seem to be included, and is to be inferred 
only from the injunction that offi.r.ers shall not be separated from their regi-
ments or corps. But as such employments are not a favorable policy of 
the department, and have been yielded only with great reluctance and after 
repeated solicitation, the prohibition of the law was considered as P.Xtending 
to all cases, and accordingly a circular was written to the ofiicer5 coming 
under its provisions, requiring them to terminate such engag-ements within 
the time stated in the law; or sooner, if practicable. 'rhe law obliged the 
department to consult the convenience of the service npon which the offi.. 
cer was engaged for one year, on which account pemmptory orders in 
the several cases could not be issued. Heretofore this convenience was 
not rnnch consulted, but peremptory orders were issued to the officers for 
any dnty required by the United States. The Jaw in question operates as 
a restriction upon the power of the department for one year; but it will pro-
duce no great inconvenience. 'The subject has been much misunderstood. 
At the time of the passage of the law, this evil, if it be one, existed with but 
fourofficers of this bureau, and but two of these were officially assigned, 
the other two acting informally. 
The first is that of Lt. Col. Long: assigned to the railroad in Georgia, 
in the spring of 1837. This assignment was made ou the application of 
that State, and continued afterwards in consequence -of the desire expressed 
by a joint resolution of the Legislature of Georgia, united to an application 
of the whole delegation in Congress, and yet the condition of his sei vice 
as allowed, was that it should not interfere with any duties required of 
him by the department. Nor has Col. Long's whole time been devoted to 
this work. The numerous surveys made by him under this bureau in 
.Massachusetts and Maine, in 1837, reported to Congress, printed, and on its 
files, is proof to the contrary. And the fact that when the Jaw passed he 
was under orders to make the surveys of the Tennessee river, diret.::ted by 
a resolution of the Senate, and would now be upon that duty if the requi-
site appropriation had been obtained, are proofs that the department did not 
consider his connexion with the railroad as any obstacle to his assignment 
to duties it mi~ht require by him. 
The second is that of Lt. Col. Kearney, .'lSsigned to the Eastern Shore 
railroad, in the summer of 1836, by the ~pec_ial direction of the Secretary 
of War, under a written direction of the President, to whom the application 
for his services was addressed. But while so engaged he has made the 
extensive and highly interesting survey directed by the United States, to 
a~certain the pract~cability of connecting the waters of t~e Chesapeake bay~ 
along the coast, wtth those of Charleston, South Carolma, by a system of 
rtcaruboat inland navigation. This survey is suspended at present only 
because of the failure of the usual appropriation. In consequence of this, 
alJd disregarding his connexion with the railroad, he is now, and has been 
for some time, on a tour of inspection of the harbor improvements on Lakes 
Champlain and Michigan; he will also go to Green Bay, for the purpose 
of making arrangements for the construction of the several roads author-
ized by Congress in Wisconsin. These surveys are proofs that his con-
nexion with the Eastern Shore railroad was not allowed to iRterfere with 
his proper duties. 
'rhe two cases stated are the only cases of official assignment to civil 
works in view of the law referred to. 
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The twe cases of informal connexion of this kind are, 1. 'l,hat of Cap· 
tain W. H. Swift. 
Captain Swift is officially assigned to the general survey of the coast 
under Mr. Hassler. His duties, as the fiscal agent of that survey, occupy 
much of his time, to which are to be added his unremitted aid during the 
whole period of the survey of the base line on Long island, and his trian-
gulation of the whole of Long Island sound. These are proofs that but a 
limited portion of his time can have been bestowed upon a railroad in 
Massachusetts, which I understand he has Mr. Hassler's permission to 
superintend. 
Entirely disregarding these duties, however, he has been placed Ly the 
orders of the bureau in the special superintendence of the several United 
States harbor improvements on the sound. 
A neglect of duty is what has never been insinuated againgt this officer, 
and without a neglect, it is easily perceived that he cannot have much 
lei~tue for his railroad. And if his vigilance gives him some leisure, and 
that leisure is so useful! y bestowed, it is surely more to his praise than his 
reproach. 
The second informal case is that of Captain Hughes. 
During the last season, and while he was a civil engineer: he was applied 
to for the survey and superintendence of a short road in Maryland. During 
the same time, he made the survey for the United States of the harbor of 
Havre-de-Grace, reported to Congress, and was under orders for the survey 
of Annapo\is harbor, upon which he would now be engaged if the requisite 
appropriation had been obtained. 
He has uniformly reported himself ready for any rlnty, but the company 
has claimed in his case the privilege of the year under the law. 
From the foregoing, it will be perceived that in no case have these con-
nexions been allowed to interfere with the duties required by this bureau 1 
that but four officers of the bureau had snch connexions at the time of the 
passage of the law; and that as far as the assignment of duties by the bu-
reau could effect it, these connexion have been broken in upon with two1 
and would have been with all four, had the appropriation bills passed, as 
was anticipated, and had the law have left the power of the department 
over its officers free from the pre~ent restraint. 
Re~pectfully submitted, 
Hon. JoEL R. POINSETT, 
Secretary of liVar. 
J. J. ABERT, 
Col. Topographical Engineers. 
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DOCUMENTS 
~CCG:\IPANYING THE REPOrtT OF THE TOPOGRAPHICAL ENGU\EER. 
Harbor Inzprovem.ents on Lake Eric. 
OFFICE OF GENERAL SuPERINTENDB:NcF., 
Buffalo, October l, 1838. 
SIR: In obedience to your instructions, under date of August, received 
m ·washington, I made immediate arrangements to proceed to Buffalo, to 
take charge of the several harbor improvements on the south shore of Luke 
Erie, from Presque Isle to Buffalo, inclusive. 
Arriving here so short a period before the time at which the annual re-
port must, by regulations, be submitted, I have not had time to familiarize 
myself su.fficiently with the. several works committed to my charge to enter 
1pon the tusk with as much detail as I could have wished. 
rro form defined views in regard to the peculiar circumstances of physical 
changes upon the shores of the lake, whether in the outline of the coast 
or in the increased or diminished depth of water upon which these changes 
may be said to depend, requires a residence of years anc..l a methodical sys-
tem of observation, so as to enable one to arrive at a principle by which 
these changes may be said to be governed. Upon this circumstance should 
depend, in a great measure, the plan of such works as may be constructed 
for the protection of comm~rce upon these waters. 
The changes of elevation in the surface of the lakes arjse from several 
causes, and are temporary or endming accordingly. I shall refer alone to 
those whieh occur on Lake Erie, as more particularly within the province 
of my report; but the discussion will, in a great measure, apply to the 
other Jakes. 
The elevation and depression of surf.1.ce which take place at different 
points on the lake, in consequence of high winds, are of course dependant 
thereupon, and ephemeral in their duration; nevertheless, they influence 
very seriously the character of the \Yorks that should be erected for pur-
poses of security to shipping on the coast. At Buffalo, ior example, the 
northeastern extremity of the lake, there is, I am informed, within the spn.ce 
of a few hours, during a heavy gale from the southwest, a vertical rise of 
nine feet in the surface of the water, sufficient to sn bmerge a great portion 
{)[the lower part of the city. This arises principally from a very consid-
erable contraction of the breadth of the lake some distance above, between 
Sturgeon point on the American, and Albino point on the Cnnada shore. • 
'rhere is, however, above this a proportional rise; and a point still higher, 
which nndergoes no material change of elevation, whilst the upper portion 
.of the lake suffers an increased depression in a similar ratio. A northeast-
ern wind produces a contrary effect, and in a like degree; hence there is· 
a frequent fluctuation of surface, replete with phenomena of various de-
scriptions, upon the coa.st of the lakE', according to its locality. As an illus-
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tration, I will state that, upon the best information I can derive, the rise 
at Presque Isle amounts to not more than four feet, under the circum-
stances which produce a rise of uine feet at Buffalo, whilst, in the viciuity 
of Cleveland, Ohio, bnt little change occurs under any circnmstances of 
weather. From these sudden fluctuations by rise and fall of the lake, at-
tended as they are by inconveniences to shipping lying at the wharves in 
exposed situations, arise nevertheless one great advantage to constructions 
ofthe character to which this report bas reference, namely, the means of 
effecting a channel into the harbors, of a sufficient depth fi)r the purposes 
required ; for by contracting the outlet in a certain proportion, to be de-
termined by the sudden depressions to which the lake is subject in any 
particular locality, a depth of channel within certain useful limits can be 
with confidence relied on. It may, indeed, be regarded as a determinate ele-
ment in the original plan of any work of this description that may be 
projected. 
l sball now ventnre a few remarks llpon another leading peculiarity of 
these lakes, namely, the gener·alris_e, which, within a few years, has tak:ea 
place, and which is variously estimated on L:tke Erie from fonr to s-ix feet; 
a circumstance that hus excited a great deal of conjecture and anxiety, not 
only throughout the commn nity in the immediate neighborhood of the lakes, 
but generally, throughout the United States; and has, moreover, been at-
tended with most serious consequences in many localitit>s, submerging 
whole districts, and bringing rni n and desolation where but lately had 
flourished the blessings of agricultural abundance. This applies more par-
ticnlarl y to the shores of sorne of the upper lakes. Amongst the various 
speculations upon the subject of this unprecedented rise, was the idea at-
tributing it to tbe mole erected at Black Rock; a proposition that was re-
garded as sufficiently plausible as absolutely to become the subject of a 
discussion in which much irritation of feeling was involved. The rise in 
Luke. Ontario being in even a greater ratio than that in the npper lakes, 
was an obvious refutation of the argument supporting this singular hy-
pothesis. 
Another idt>a has been su::;gested, as derived frorn Indian traders, that a 
great river, which lwei previously discharged itself into Hud8on bay, had 
been diverted to another channel, nnd had found its outlet into one of the 
upper lakes. 'rhe effect: however, although too imposing to be attributed 
to an insignificant cause, need uot, we believe, draw upon the marvellous 
for its solution. 
Atmospheric coincidences alone will be sufficient to acconnt for this pheno-
menon: for if we suppose that, during the space of several consecutive 
years, which appears indeed to have been the fact, larger quantities of 
rain have fallen towards the sources of these great reservoirs, whilst, as a 
natural consequence, the general temperature of the atmosphere has been 
p:-oportionably reduced, we perceive that: whilst a greater body of water has 
poured from its thousand springs into the lakes, the evaporation has been 
impeded by the cold nnd already surcharged moisture of the atmosphere: 
hence the difficulty may be resolved in the supposition that one-third less 
of the usual annual prism of evaporation in this climate (say one vertical 
foot) has been abstracted from the sur:fi1ce annually; for it would appem· 
e-vident that but a few years would be necessary to produce an accession 
of the whole mass of the lakes such as we describe by this means alone, 
without counting the absolute excess of water supplied by rains, which, of 
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course, must have greatly contributed to the result. And this reasoning is 
sustained by thP. fact 1 that within a short time, and f:dnce the effect of ·-the 
unprecedented drought of last summer has been felt a fi.dl bas taken place 
in the surface of the lakes, amounting, on Lake Erie, to ahout twenty 
inches, and about eighteen inches on Lake Ontario; a much greater than 
"~- .the usual periodical fall of that season. 
The opinions of the most intAllig-ent with whom I have conversed appear 
to concur in this view of the subject. Hence it may be reasonably _conjec-
tured that the range of rise and fi:-lll of the sn rface of the lake may be re-
ferred to atmospheric causes, and that as a succession of either dry or wet 
seasons rarely happens, bnt, according to the best observations, alternate in 
some degree, by a reference to a series of years the bkes will equally ns-
sume an average level, disturbed, occasionally, by such coincidences of sea-
sons as have of late occurred.- Thus we find that, at several periods within 
the memory of the oldest inhabitants of the lake shores, tbe snrface of the 
water has been elevated in a similar manner, and again has subsided. Iu 
or about the years 1806, 1820, 1S30, and 1838, the water rose to a considerable 
elevation, and again gradually subsided during the intermediate years. 
'These effects occurred, however, but in a limited degree; for the elevation 
reached a point in 1838, accordino- to Mr. Hamot, the local age11t at Erie, 
who has fnrnished much valuable information, at least two feet higher than 
at any previous time recorded. This teaches, therefore, the necessity of 
modifying the works constructed for the facility of commerce uron thPse 
peculiarities, and from them should be dednced certain general principles, 
upon which the plans and elevations shonld he devised. Thus, whilst any 
extraordinary elevation of the lake shonld be provided against by propor-
tionate elevation of the piers, the piers themselves should be carried out in 
much deeper water than would appear necessary, by reference to the ordi· 
nary level of the lake, to guard against any unusual depressiou of its sur-
filce, which would, nnless this precaution were t11ken, subject commerce to 
incalculable mischief, shutting the ports ngainst the ingress and egress of 
vessels thronghont all the po?ts of the lake. I say as a general prit<Jciple; 
because, in some instances, where a rocky bottom is not to be contended 
ngainst, the same effect mny be produced within certain limits, by contract-
ing the An trance, and forming, ns it were, a sluice for the deepening of the 
channel, as before referred to·. This nrrangemeut, however, must depend 
upon the capacity and depth of harbor, and various other considerations. 
In order to arrive at well defined r8snlts in a matter ot such importance 
as must appear every element that relates to the navigation of the western 
lakes, I have a register estab lished at e::tch point of my supervision, in a 
manner to detect the fluctuations of rise nnd fall, as dependant upon winds 
and seaS(Jns, so as to enable fnture plnns to be fonnded npon a knowledge 
of the law by which the accumulations and abrasions, and other physical 
chang-es in the vicinity of constructions on the sho1es of the lake occur. 
That modifications of plan must he resorted to, growing out of tl1e rap-
idly increasing C'Hnmerce of the lakes, and the consequent necessity for 
greater capacity and stability of construction to mauy of the harbors, mu:.-;t 
be obvious. In the harbor of Buffalo, at tr1is time, the ingress and egress is 
rendered difficult, by the crowd of every description of vessels that sojourn 
there, to unload or receive cargoes. The vast increase of population of 
the northwestern States, dependant npon the lakes for their supplies and 
communication with the Atlantic States, is a matter of notoriety, and the 
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commercial advantages to be drawn from this source have developed them-
selves beyond all record of other localities or other times. And when it is-
stated that, even during the pressure of the late period, and at this very 
tim~, the numerous steamboats and vessels upon these waters, amounting-
to a tonnage of thirty-four thousand tons, are ]iterally crowded with emi-
grants to those shores, rendered so valuable by the very avenne that con-
dncts to them, as much is said as n comprehensive and practical illustra-
tion of the value of the protection afforded by Government to the commerce 
of the lakes, as would be conveyed by a volum3 of statistical research; it 
exhibits the amount of human labor employed to reap the harvest, of which 
the seveml ports on the lower lakes mu3t ba event~1ally the depositories 
and outlets. 
To this great prosperity the United States Government, by the protection 
it has afforded to the maritime interests of this section of country in the 
construction of harbors of refuge, has greatly contributed; much more,. 
jndeed, than would appear at a casual glance. There are no seas in which 
the necessity of shelter to vessels is greater than on these waters, limited 
as they are in sea room, and subjected to violent storms. Unless the harbors 
are safe and contiguous, the destruction of shipping and loss of human life 
would be sufficiently alarming to paralyse commercial enterprise, and retard 
the march of improvement. 
As it is, there is a mutual dependence between the harbors on the lakes 
and the prosperity of the northwestern States, and indeed the whole 
ceuntry adjacent thereto; and it is hoped that the department will continue 
to be impressed with a conviction of the true value and importance of the 
protection of Government to this portion of her commercial empire. 
To effec.t all these objects to which I have generally referred, a scientific 
survey of the Jakes should be instituted, not merely relnting to the contonr 
of the shores and the depths and shoals of the lakes, bnt havjng in view 
to develop every peculiar feature that can bear upon the interests of the 
great commercial relations connected with them. 
I will now proceed to report upon the works severally which have been 
committed to my charge, commencing at t.he western limit of my super-
intendence. 
PRESQUE ISLE. 
This harbor, which lies in the State of Pennsylvania, and the only one 
of value owned by that Sta.te on the shore of the lake, is unquestionably 
the b2st in regard to natural advantages upon its southern shore._ lt is 
formed by a peninsula which nppcars to 1e the result of some acc.1dental 
accumnlation of sand: and encloses a space of abont tl1ree thousand acres, 
with an averao·e depth of from ten to thirty feet; at prese11t, owing, how-
ever, to the m~usual elevation of the lake, the low neck connecting it with 
the mai:~ land on the western side is covered with water, and the trees on 
that part have been destroyed by it, leaving the neck exposed to the viol~nt 
action of the waves. The portion of land thns insulated is eovered with 
trees, and with very little care may be rend0red permanent a~Ginst r1ll en-
croachments of the lake. Government has already paid attention to this 
object, and furthArmore, by modifying the circumstances of g:ronnd, pro· 
jects an arrangement affording great facility to the ingress and departure of 
vessels. 
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The harbor thns enclosed is from four to five miles long, and abont one 
mile in width; and VP.ssels are now obliged to enter and return by the same 
channel, which to those proceeding to a continuation of route necessitates 
a detour of several miles1 and often under unfavomble circumstances of 
wind, creating great delay, if not for the time being, an absolute interrup-
tion to the prosecution of their voyage. 
rrhe project referred to, is to open a channel at the west end of the 
harbor, by fortifying the neck in such a manner as to resist the action of 
the Jake, leaving only a sufficient width for the ingress and departure of 
vessels; by this means the ebb and flow produced by the frequent and 
sudden changes of elevation in the lake, dependant upon winds, as already 
explained, would effect a channel of sufficient depth for all the purposes of 
commerce. A deepening of the channel at the eastern extremity of the 
harbor has been already produced in this way. Reference to the accompany-
ing sketch of the harbor will show the advantages of this arrangement; it 
will likewise serve to .illustrate further discussion of the subject in my 
report. 
As a military depot, few placPS are more favorably situated than Erie, 
and it is in this point of view that Erie recommends itself to the protect-
ing care of the United States Government with additional force. 
By throwing up an inexpensive system of temporary workf;, the harbor 
would be quite inaccessible to an enemy from the side of the lake, whilst 
the great channels of communication, by the canal and railroad, to the in-
terior, of which this point will become the common terminus, impart to it a 
degree of support sufficient to set at defiance every species of hostile incur-
sion to which it could at any time be subject. From the report of P. S. V. 
Hamot, Esq., local agent at Erie, it would appear that during the year 
1837) about five hundred and forty-seven steamboats cleared at Erie from 
the opening of navigation in the spring, to the 30th of September foll,owing: 
and that the tonnage amounted to about one hundred and eighty one thous-
and seven hundred and ninety-one tons; and the number of passengers to 
seventy-nine thousand three hundred and forty-nine; and that the number 
of clearances of ships, schooners, and sloops was one hundred and seven, 
whose tonnage amounted to seven thousand eL::bt hundred and sixty-seven. 
Mr. Hamot has not been enabled to procure the official statement in regard 
to the last year, but estimates that the probable amount was nearly the same. 
The portion of breakwater extending from the western extremity of the 
island to the proposed channel, is considerably advanced, and five hundred 
and seventy feet of it have been executed during the preceding summer; 
three hundred and sixty feet of this development is by crib work eight feet 
high; and two hundred and ten feet, four feet high, filled with stone; a 
g-ood deal of stone was also laid on the outside to give additional stability. 
This work will require to be continued eastwardly, to secure the head of 
the peninsula from tbe encroachments of the htke. Besides which: of the 
southern portion of tbis breakwater, extending towards the channel piers, 
fonr hundred and sixty five feet have been laid down, secured with stone 
and partly completed; two hundred and twenty feet of the portion coll-
structed last year has been raised one log higher, filled with stone, and 
completed, with the exception of bolting it d-own- with iron. At the eastern 
end of the harbor, the portion of the breakwater on the south side of the 
channel has been repaired, and it was found necessary to extend it by crib 
work to an extent of three hundred feet, laid down where the storms of 
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last fall and winter had made a breach of upwards of two hundred feet in 
width, with a depth of water upon it varying from three to sixteen feet. 
'1'hese cribs have been filled with stone. and an embankment of stone has 
been thrown against either side, nearly to the level of the water, to give 
permanency to the work. Repairs have also been made to the northern ex-
tension of the breakwater, as well as the channel piers; also, in consequence 
of the high w~ter at the commencement of operations, a dock was found 
necessary in front of the work sheds and quarters, of three hundred and 
forty-two feet long and three logs high, of about one foot each in diameter. 
The works have thus far answered the object intended, and an accumnltt-
tion of sand has taken place at the western breakwater, tending to restore 
the firm condition of the peninsula, with the exception of the channel pro-
jected to remain open as a western entrance to the harbor. 
'rhe plan that remains to be effected in regard to Presque Isle harbor is to 
remove the work now above water and in a state of decay, by sawing off 
the wood work below the surfitee of the lowest water and placing upon 
the old cribs a solid superstructure of stone. This is necessary to-secure 
the work already executed, and is eventually the most economical method 
that can be adopted; for the wood work above water, by the constant and 
varied action of the elements in its exposed situation, is snbject to imme-
diate decay, and the repairs constitute a never-ending source of expense. 
It has been urged by my predeeessor, 'r. S. Brown, Esq., in his lnst an-
nual report, and with great reason , the expediency and economy of pro-
ceeding vigorously in the construction of the breakwater; because the 
channel becoming deeper as it is contracted by the force of cnrrents tend-
ing to eq't1alize the sudden changes of level between the harbor and the 
lake, the cribs would be obli:;red to be sunk in much deeper water should 
any delay take place after tne channel has been rendered narrower. I 
would, nevertheless, remark, that when it becomes a question of the con-
struction of the outer piers or moleheads, it would, perhaps, be desirable 
that the deepening of the channel should have already taken place to insure 
greater stability in sinking the cribs for that object. Although effected at 
some additional expense, it would, perhaps, be fonnd more economical in 
the end. 
It is observed that, in the original estimates of 1835 and 1836, the cost for 
the extension of the breakwater for the protection of the head of the peninsula, 
did not enter as an element; this has grown out of contingencies dependant 
upon the unusal elevation of the surface of the lake, and it has increased 
the amount of the original estimate hy thirteen thousand two hundred and 
nineteen dollars and forty-nine cents. 
I subjoin the annual estimate for 1839, and the totLtl estim::tte for the 
completion of the work under the existing plan. 
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Estimate for contilluing tbe improvement of Presque Isle harbor, at 
.b'rie, Pennsylvania, at the westent e::dr·eme, iuto Presque Isle bay, for 
the year 1839, extending the works southwardly as fa7' as the point 
contemplated to make the entrance 'Where it connects with the chanuel 
piers. 
Length, 3,343 feet, 10 side sticks high, 2 sides, is 66,860 feet 
of timber, at 7 cents per foot, 13 inches square - $4,680 20 
Ties: 4,000 pieces, 12 feet long, 6 by 8, at 3 cents each 1,440 00 
Stone : 1,222 cords, to fill piers, at $7 per cord - 8,554 00 
Stone: 407 cords, to be thrown outside of the works on the 
lake side 
Iron for bolts, 8,000 pounds, at 6! cents 
Piles: 200 for piiing i,OOO feet, where there is deeper water, 
on one sitle Ollly, at $1 50 each 
Workmanship: 30 carpenters for 6 months, 4,680 
days, at the average price of $1 25 per day - $5,850 00 
50 laborers for 6 months, 7,~CO days, at the average 
price of 70 cents per day 5,460 00 
Boarding 80 men for 6 months, at $2 per week 
Horse hi-re for 3 months to drive piles, 78 days, at 
$2 50 -
Foclcler for cattle, 12 months, at $5 per month 
Pile driver and scow 
Add 10 per cent. for contingencies 














Disbllrsing the above sum at 2! per cent. • 
Sliperintendence and agency 1 ~months -
Postage, stationery, and miscellaneous expenses 200 00 
----- 2,040 45 
Amount required to reach channel pier on north-
western side 
For continuing the works northwardly for the pro-
tection of the head of the peninsula, one-third of 
the above estimate 
Required for l839 
39,658 47 
13,219 49 
Approved and respectfully submitted. 
P. S. V. HAMOT, 
Superintendent. 
W. G. WILLIAMS, 
Captain United States Topographical Engineers. 
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Estimate for completing tlte works at Presque Isle, Erie, Pennsylvania. 
36 pieces above and below water, at $3 







course, will make 72 ties, at 75 cents each 
Brush-
105 pieces 12 by 12 oak, for cap and cross piece~, at 15 cents -
47 cords of stone, at $7 per cord 
Add for iron bolts, extra work, and contingencies 
Estimate cost for one crib 
79 cribs for both side channel piers 
Breakwater as originally intended 
Amount required for preservation of head of peninsula 
Amount required for completion of works 
711 75 
-$56,228 25 
- 39,658 47 
95,886 72 
- 13,219 49 
- 109,106 21 
P. S. V. HAMOT. 
Approved and respectfully submitted. 
W. G. WILLIAMS, 
Captain United States Topographical Engineers. 
DUNKIRK. 
From the time of rendering the last annual report to the termina-
tion of the season of active operations, about the middle of November, 
the operations consisted in elevating the eastern extension of the brealn\Tate.r 
to the usual height, upon 120 feet nf length, and raising another portion of 
said pier, erected in 1829, 2 feet, in nccordance with the recent changes in 
the surface of the lake. An amount of $ 1,751 26 was expended during this 
quarter. 
Since the commencement of the work this season, not until the middle 
of July, owing to the very late reriod at which the appropriations by Con-
gress were mude, a new detached pier, to break the roll of the wave into 
the mouth of the harbor, has been nearly completed, and has been fonnd 
to answer admirably the object intended. It is shown on the accompany-
ing map. 
This pier is 300 feet in length, of which 180 feet are completed: and 
the remaining 120 feet carried np to the surface of tbe water and fill ed in 
with stone. A column of 30 feet in elevation has been erected at the extremi ty 
next to the channel on the east side, as an additional landmark. A re-
flecting surface, disposed at an angle to throw back the rays from the con-
tiguous light-house to a point midway of the chan nel, would be of very 
great facility to the entrance of vessels during very dark nights. 
During the month of August, 50 feet in length from the beneon light 
received an additional elevation of from 4 to 8 feet; and 160 feet of the 
same pier from 3 to 6 feet in height; and all filled in with stone. 
The nmount expended for the improvGment of Dunkirk harbor fo r the 
year 1838 is $8,271 58; and the whole amount expended from th e com-
mracement of the work in 1827, np to 30th September, 1838, is $84,614 20. 
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This, however, is subject to a deduction of $2,040 72, paid from Dunkirk 
appropriation towards building a steam dredging-machine and scows for 
Lake Erie; leaving $82,573 48 which has been applied to the construction 
of 4,299 feet of pier work, in water from 6 to 15 feet deep, leaving a balance ' 
in the hands of the agent, on the 30th September, 1838, of $215 81. 
The erection of the new pier, although in an unfinished state, has 
greatly and very visibly improved this valuable har~or. There still remains, 
however, much to be done to complete the works m the manner proposed. 
'rhis consists in the erection of a permanent stone wall on the crib work, 
after cutting down the timber two feet below the surface, which, on the 
score of economy alone, ought to be commenced early next season. The 
timber work above water is fast decaying, and large amounts have been 
expended, for years back, for repairs which would have been unnecessary 
if the materials above .water had been of stone. ·vvith liberal and early 
appropriations, all the contemplated improvements of the harbor can be 
completed in four years; but if continued as they have been for years past, 
with late and small appropriations, a. period of ten years would scarcely 
serve for their completion. . 
The amount estimated for carrying on the works for the year 1839 ac-
companies this report, which is to be applied to commencing the stone work. 
Stone of an excellent quality may be obtained from quarries within five 
miles of Dunkirk; but to enable these quarries to be opened with advan-
tage and economy, a considerable quantity of stone ought _to be contracted 
for in the first instance. 
The importance of the harbor of Dunkirk, in a commercial point of 
view, has heretofore been so fully set forth that I need not dwell on the 
subject any longer. The surface enclosed by the Government works will 
be about 280 acres, of which there are 80 acres of excellent anchorage, 
with a day bottom; ar.Jd there is wharf room sufficient for the transac-
tion 8f a very large business. It occupies a position nearly mid way between 
Buffalo and Erie, as also between Cattaraugus and Portland harbors. It is 
very valuable as a port of refuge, and has been much resorted to for that 
purpose by steamboats and vessels. There is no harbor between Buffalo 
and Erie, except this, where vessels can attempt to enter, even in a moderate 
gale. This point on Lake Erie has been selected for the termination of 
the great New York and Erie railroad, through the southern counties of the 
State ; a work, the completion of which will at once place it among the 
chief harbors on the shores of Lake Erie. Ten miles of this road are now 
being constructed on each end of it. The number of arrivals and depart-
ures of steamboats, ships, brigs, schooners, &c., from the opening of navi-
gation last spring, to the 30th September, has been 1,730; showing quite 
an increase over last season; and the number of steamboats on the lake 
has greatly increased during the present year. Shipping to the amount of 
778 tons, is owned at this place. 
Dunkirk is, besides, important in another point of view, viz: The com-
mencement of a post route running through the villages of Fredonia and 
Jamestown, New York, and Warren and Franklin, Pennsylvania, intersect-
ing the great mail route from Erie to Pittsburgh at Mercer, Pennsylvania. 
Under these circumstances, I beg respectfully to call the attention of the 
bureau to the following estimates of the local agent, which have been duly 
examined and approved, hoping that it will use every exertion to procure 
the appropriation at an early date. 
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'rhe estimate for the ensuing year, and that for the entire completion of 
the works, are as follows : 
Estimate of funds required at Dunkirk,for constructing a p(}rrnaneut 
stone wall, of nine feet high, on the breakwater in front of the bay, 
on that part which was built in the years 1827 and 1828. 
11,000 cubic yards large quarry stone, at $2 per yard 
11,000 cubic yards masonry, at $l 30 per yard 
6,000 bushels hydraulic cement, at 37! cents per bushel 
12 laborers to carry off stone, lime, sand, working scows, 
machinery, &c., and performing all required labor 
while constructing the work, 3,240 day:;;, at 90 cents 
per day, board included - - - -
- $22,000 00 
14,300 00 
2,250 00 
Superintendence, 270 days, at $2 50 per day 
Ten per cent. for contingencies on $42,141 -









W. G. WILLIAMS, 
Captain Topographical Engineers. 
No. 1. 
Estimate of funds required at Dunkirk harbor, for constructing a per-
manent stone wall, of nine feet high, on the pier in front of the bay, on 
that part that was built in 1827 and 1829. 
11,000 cubic yards large quarry stone, at $2 per yard 
11,000 cubic yards mason work, at $1 30 per yard -
- $22,000 00 
14,300 00 
2,2..50 00 6,000 bushels hydraulic cement, at 37! cents per bushel -
12 laborers, to carry off stone, lime, sand, working scows, 
machinery, &c., and perform all required labor 
while constructing the work, 3,240 days, at 90 cents 
per day, board included - - - -
Superintendence, 270 days, at $2 50 per day 
Ten per cent for contingencies on $42,141 -





This amount is required for the service of the year 1839 $50,000 00 
-----------
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No.2. 
Estimated cost of constructiug 800 yards pier work of wood, (crib-work,) 
and filled 'with common lake stone to the surface of the water; fron~ 
whence the stone wotk commences, 480 yards of which is to be added 
tJ the eastern end of the breakwater, ar;~,d 320 yards a detached pier on 
the south side of the eastern channel, into the bay. 
18,000 feet of timber, for side sticks, at 9! cents per foot -
193 sycamore sills, squared, 14 by 18 inches, 35 feet long, 
at 10 cents per foot 
1,625 cross tie pieces, 15 to 20 feet long, at 50 cents each 
3,120 feet white oak timber, for posts, 14 by 14 inches, at 18 
cents per foot 
2,898 cords pier stone, delivered at the works, at $4 per cord 
8,800 trenails, for pinning work together, at 2! cents each -
2 tons iron bolts, for different purposes, at $200 per ton 
1 chief carpenter and foreman, 650 days, at $2 per day 
1 carpenter, 650 days, at $1 50 per day - -
2 assistant carpenters, 650 days each, 1,300 days, at 75 
cents per day . 
25 laborers, 234 days each, 5,850 days, at 50 cents per day 
Superintendence, 468 days, at $2 50 per day -
Boarding mechanics and laborers, 13,572 days, at 30 
cents per day 
Add 20 per cent for contingencies 
Add to this, 3,000 cords large heavy stone, for backing 
up the piers, to strengthen and prevent the crib-work 
from bursting out, &c., when the stonewall is placed 



















Estimate, in addition to the one submitted for the service of the yem· 
1839, for r.onti.nuing the proposed stone wall, as set forth in first esti-
mate. 
22,266 cubic yards quarry stone, at $2 per yard 
22,266 cubic yards mason work, at $1 31 per yard -
6,866 bushels hydraulic cement, at 37! cents per bushel 
- $44,532 00 
29,168 46 
2,574 74 
20 laborers, to carry off stone, lime, sand, work scows, 
machinery, &c., and do all necessary labor while 
constructing the work, 18 months, 9,580 days, at 90 
cents per day, boarding included - - -
Superintendence, 558 days, at $2 50 per day 
'ren per cent. for contingencies on $96,336 20 
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Recapitulation of tlte foregoing estimates. 
1st. An estimate for a stone wall - $50,000 00 
53,241 36 
9R,340 20 
2d. An estimate for crib-work and stone 
· 3d. An estimate for stone wall, &c. -
$201,581 56 
-----
Total amount required to complete the works in a safe and permanent 
manner, which can be accomplished in four years; the estimates are made 
in reference to this time, 1839, 1840, 1841, and 1842, with the sum of about 
fifty thousand dollars per annum. 
Approved and respectfully submitted. 
THOMAS FORSTER, 
United States Agent. 
vV. G. WILLIAMS, 
Captain Corps Topographical Engineers. 
DuNKIRK, September 30, 1838. 
BUFFALO. 
This harbor is too well known to need commentary in regard to its 
general properties as a commercial depot. Situated, as it is, at the very 
eastern limit of Lake Erie, where the continuity of navigation by steam 
and sail vessels is broken, it becomes of necessity the grand depository of 
all the merchandise of the lakes destined for the harbor of New York, 
and equally of that destined to supply the extem;ive region situated upon 
the lake 5hores, and which is now conveyed through that noble offspring 
of New York enterprise, the Hudson and Erie canal. In this respect lhe 
importance of Buffalo may be inferred by the following official statement 
of the tolls on the canal, with their increase during a given time. 
The following is extracted from a statistical report, made to the State 
Legislature during the session of 1838, in reference to the canal above re-
ferred to, and which, of course, is an index of the increasing prosperity of 
Buffalo, its grand terminus on the lake. I have regarded it as interesting 
data to the bureau, in reference to the duties on which I am now engaged. 
In the year 1831, the canal tolls received in Buffalo, principally on freig-ht 
going forward on the Erie canal to Albany, from the country bordering the 
lakes beyond: amounted to - - - - - $66,009 19 
In the yeat· 1832 58,232 09 
1833 73,812 79 
1834 91,203 44 
1835 106,213 35 
1836 158,085 05 
1837 128,024 09 
The general prostration of business in 1837, will sufficiently account for 
the falling off in that year. 
During the same years, the number of arrivals and clearances of vessels 
and steamboats at the pGrt of Buffalo, to and from the ports beyond, were as 
follows: 
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Or one thousand four hundred and fifty-five more than in the year 1831. 
But as the vessels amd steamboats now in use are probably full fifty per 
cent. larger and more burthensome than were those of 1831, and the aggre-
gate amount of capital employed equally productive, it is fairly to be sup-
posed that their business must have been proportionably greater. 
A general view of the increase of certain descriptions of produce: des-
tined to the cities of Albany and New York, from beyond Buffalo, will also 
be seen by the following transcript from the canal collector's office, at 
Buffalo. 
Statement of property first shipped or cleared at Buffalo, on the Erie 
canal, from 1832 to 1837, both inclusive. 
I 
Bushels Barrels Barrels Pounds Pounds 
I 
Pounds 
Year:s. of wheat. of flour. of pork. of tobacco. of butter. of ashes. 
--------- ---- ------------------
1832 - - 100,533 21,732 4,630 772,359 780,677 2,546,821 
1833 - 113,737 75,567 3,651 1,071,238 887,816 ~.688,708 
1834 - - 111,798 77,070 14,374 2,018,521 220,425 I 1,871,480 
1835 .. - 168,012 100,883 7,915 3,530,632 1,006,934 ' 9,286,800 
1836 - - 304,090 139,178 7,3~5 3,794,905 1,272,624 1 3,505,050 
1837 - - 450,350 126,805 24,414 1,215,746 1,100,217 3,467,250 
I 
I will also present a statement of the present amount of American ship-
ping upon Lakes Erie, Huron, and Michigan, the bulk of which belongs to 
the first named : 
40 steamboats having a tonnage amounting to 11,000 tons. 
230 ships, brigs, schooners, and sloops - 17,000 " 
14 steamboats now building and fitting up, to be ready the 
coming season - - 4,500 " 
Other vessels building, say 1,500 " 
Tons - 34,000 
Making in all about three hundred vessels, having an ·aggregate of34,000 
tons. 
The shipping belonging to the port of Buffalo, and its immediate vicinity, 




52 schooners and sloops 
- 4,500 tons. 
791 (( 
670 " 
- 4,400 ,, 
Tons - 10,361 
The whole amount of tonnage belonging to the port of Buffalo and 
26 
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vicinity in 1830, was 1,950 tons, being an increase of 8,411 tons, (ft' four 
hundred and thirty per cent. at Buffalo alone, in seven years. 
It appears, also, that the increase of trade on the canal during the year 
1838, has been considerable. From the opening of navigation to the middle 
of Jnly, there has been received tolls to the amount of $592,490 26 
Whilst the amount received during the same period of 1837, 
amounted to only 456,256 97 
Showing an increase over last year for the same time of $136,233 29 
And notwithstanding the great depression that has generally existed, the 
amount of increase of shipment of flour on the canal, over that for the same 
period of 1836, is 71,516 bushels, and over the same period of1837, 872,538 
bushels; all which goes to prove that this high state of prosperity is not of a 
transieutorfactitous character, butexistsin the intrinsic and teeming resources 
of this section of country, and that commercially dependant upon it. 
In fine, Buffalo must continue, from its peculiar position in regard to the 
lakes, and the great ad vantages it enjoys by its canal, to remain one of the 
greatest commercial depots of the northwestern country. It is true that the 
city of Erie, by means of its canal and railroad to Philadelphia, the former 
under construction and nearly completed, will become eventually a power-
ful rival to Buffitlo, and unless the project of the ship canal around the falls 
of Niagara should be carried into execution, which would increase the 
advantages of lake navigation, and shorten the canal transportation by 
upwards of one hundred miles, Philadelphia will, in a like degree, become 
the rival of New York, as an emporium of western trade. That this will 
be undertaken, however, is beyond a doubt. It is called for not only by the 
interests of the city of New York, and the greatest portion of the State, but 
by the exigencies of the northwestern country on the lakes-considerations 
which, combined with the great imp::ntance attached to this communication 
'for Governmental purposes1 will lead irresistibly to its completion. 
Limiting myself to these general remarks in reference to the harbor of 
Buffalo, and the trade dependant thereupon, I shall proceed to a statement 
of tt .e operations of the preceding year, with such suggestions as have 
occurred to me in regard to the further prosecuticm of the work. 
SEA-WALL OR BREAKWATER. 
'rhe appropriation of $48,000 for this object was madP. in July last, one. 
half of which to be available for the year 1838, and the remainder in 1839. 
'f. S. Brown, Esq., the local agent for this work, received instructions to 
commence operations on the 20th of J nly ; and the most active measures 
were immediately taken to carry them into effect, with a view to put the 
work in a sufficiently advanced state to protect, in some measure, the prin-
-cipal business parts of the city from the encroachments of the lake during 
th~ heavy gales of the fall. The weather has. been very favorable, a~d t~e 
amount completed has fully equalled expectat~on .. As ye~, however, It_ w1U 
afford but an imperfect shelter. To effect this obJect entirely, and With a 
view to economy
1 
an accurate survey shonld be made, and the wall should, 
instead of being prolonged upon _the beach, re-enter upon_ the land at so~e 
point beyond the limits of the city, and be extended unt1l the plane_ of lts 
upper surface intersects the more elevated laJ!d, at probably a short distance 
back from the shore of the lake. 
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The work is, thus far, built upon the tongue of Jand which separates the 
lower part of Buffalo creek from the lake, occupying the crest of this nar-
row peninsula, and running nearly parallel to the lake shore, and about 
two hundred feet from it. It consists of a mound of earth, with a facing 
-of masonry, on the side towards the lake, set in an admixture of hydraulic 
cement and common mortar, which has been recommended by experience 
. as very effective. 
The top of the mound is fourteen feet above the surface of the water. 
The stone for the masonry is procured from quarries belonging to the 
State of New York, at Black Rock, and cost the Government only the price 
of quarrying and transportation: which are effected without the interven-
tion of contractors. 
Of the facing wall, a portion, four hundred feet long, having an average 
thickness of four and one half feet, has been raised nine feet high, requir-
ing three feet more in height to complete it ; another portion, two hundred 
and fifty feet long, has b~en raised five feet high, making six hundred and 
fifty feet in progress. About one thousand or twelve hundred feet will 
probably be finished this fall. The embankment of earth for a length of 
one thousand nine hundred feet, is about three-fourths finished. 
A temporary wooden railroad has been commenced for transporting the 
stone from the canal hoats to the wall. A length of about three hundred 
feet has been completed, and is now in use. Materials have been provided 
for a greater extension of this road, as it shall be needed, which can be 
accomplished at a small expense. · 
The earth has been removed from a sufficient quantity of rock at the 
quarry to complete the whole wall. An adequate number of boats, with 
the requisite machinery for removing the stone, have been purchased, and. 
the whole of the operations are now progressing in a regular and rapid. 
manner. During the remainder of the season, the expenditures will be.·. 
chiefly for labor and team-work. 
'l'he amount expended, up to this date, is $10,156 68. Should no un-
foreseen accident occur, the appropriation will probably suffice for the. 
object in view. 
The common council of the city of Buffalo has done much to expedite 
operations, by the measures which it has taken to secure the work from . .'
interruption by the owners of the land which it covers. I think I cannot 
too strongly urge the importance of this work to the interests of the eity of 
Buffalo. rrhe tongue of land between the lake and Buffalo creek, which is. 
so favorably situated for mercantile purposes, is now rendered quite uselessr 
by its liability to inundation during heavy gales. When it shall be re-
claimed from the lake, the capacity of the city and harbor will be greatly 
increased for commercial purposes. · · 
BUFPALO l\'IOLE, OR PIER-HEAD. 
The breach in the inclined plane of small stones, constituting a part o[ 
the construction of the mole of Buffalo harbor on the beach, has been 
repaired with large stow~s, in conformity to the general plan of raising the 
summit, which, owing to the rise of the lake, has been found necessary~ 
No alteration of the original wall and inclined plane has been made, it 
being deemed advisable to let it remain until next year, when the appropri-
ation will be available ; it can thus be commenced and finished in the same. 
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sep.son. The appropriation already made, will be sufficient to complete· 
the work as originally contemplated. 
The cause of the breach referred to existed in the want of weight and 
stability in the character of stone applied to its construction. The wave, 
as it breaks over the pier in that part, has a power almost inconceivable. 
The wind from the southwest sweeping over the whole length of the 
lake, aided by the force of the current, which is in the same direction, 
gives an unusual momentum to the wave, which frequently carries with it 
large masses of drift wood and lumber to increase its effect. The light--
house on the mole-head is a very beautiful structure, and does great credit 
to my predecessor in the work, as well as to the local agent, J. S. Smith, 
Esq., under whose immediate inspection it was executed. This work has 
now resisted some of the heaviest gales to which the Jake is subject, and 
no doubt need be entertained of its stability. 
CATTARAUGUS. 
The object of this work is to make a small harbor at the mouth of the 
creek. For this purpose, a pier has been run out from the west bank of 
the creek, extending (as far as it is yet completed) down the stream, and 
projecting into the lake about twelve hundred and ninety feet, although 
the intention is to carry it out to about fourteen feet water; and another 
pier, parallel to this, is to be raised so near as to enable the stream to clear 
for itself a channel sufficiently deep for navigable purposes. 
The direction of the piers is about north 66 degrees west, whilst the heaviest 
gales being from the west and southwest, at this point, will perhaps render a 
slight modification in the direction of the pier heads necessary, to prevent 
the surf from breaking into the harbor. The distance between the piers 
is projected to be three hundred feet. For a view of the mouth of the 
creek, and the works as far as yet laid down, I beg leave to refer you to 
the accompanying maps. 
'rhese works axe constructed of wooden cribs, with stone filling. The 
height to which the part finished has been raised, is eight feet above the 
surface of the water, and the width of different portiot:Is twelve, twenty-
two, and twenty-four feet: respectively. To these works are attached 
quarters for the men employed, a smith's shop, and a work shop, all in 
good condition. · 
The local superintendency of these constructions, with those of Portland,._ 
has hitherto been confided toR. T. P. Allen, Esq., but owing to the distance 
.between these two places, it has been deemed advisable to institute two 
separate agencies. T. S. Brown, Esq. has been appointed to Cattaraugus 
harbor, and Mr. Allen to Portland, as local agents, respectively. 
The whole amount appropriated in reference to the works at Catta-
raugus creek, is $57,410, of which $38,073 86 have been expended. 
This has been applied in the construction of the western pier; twelve hun-
dred and ninety feet in length being sunk in water of average depth of 
nine feet, and one thousand feet built up eight feet, six hundred feet being 
finished; and also in putting down one hundred and fifty feet of crib work 
on the line of the eastern pier: in water of from four to five feet in depth; 
and also in providing materials for the fnrther prosecution of the work. 
Of this work, six hundred feet have been put down, and four hundred and 
:fifty feet raised eight feet above the surface of the water, and neatly com-
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pleted during the year, and since the commencement of active operations 
in July, 1838. 
The following is the estimate for the amount necessary for the prosecu-
ction of work in 1839. 
Annual estimate of funds required for the service of Cattaraugus Creek 
harbor improvements, during the year 1839. 
~ature of workmanship, &c. 
Finishing timber, 8,000 feet, at 10 cents per foot 
Ties, 1,600 feet, at $1 per foot - - -
Side logs, 20,000 feet, at 8 cents per foot 
Square piles, 6,000 feet, at 10 cents per foot 
Soft stone, 2,000 cords, at $3 per cord -
Bard stone, 600 cords, at $7 per cord -
Labor and subsistence, 200 months, at $25 per month -












R. T. P. ALLEN, Agent. 
Approved and respectfully submitted. 
W. G. WILLIAMS, 
Captain Topographical Engineers. 
'Total estimate showing the probable cost of the harbor at the 'lnouth of 
Cattaraugus creek, in addition to the several sums already appro-
priated. 
Nature of workmanship, &c. 
Side timber, 70,000 feet, at 8 cents per foot 
Ties, 3,600 feet, at $1 per foot - -
Piles, 18,000 feet, at 10 cents per foot 
Hard stone, 2,500 cords, at $7 per cord 
-Soft stone, 4,000 cords, at $3 per core -
Plank, 60,000 feet, at $7 per M. -













F()r use above watE:r. 
For sinking nine cnbs 
in western pier, east-
ern pier, and their ex-
tensions up each . 
R. 'r. P. ALLEN, Agent. 
Approved and respectfully submitted. 
W. G. WILLIAMS, 
Captain Topog1·aphical Engineers. 
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PORTLAND. 
This harbor is designed to be made by a pier running out from the main 
shore a little we:st of north, nine hundred and ninety feet, then in a di-
rection a little to the east of north, two hundred and ten feet. At this 
point it is to turn eastwardly, and, running in a general direcfon parallel 
to the shore, to terminate within say three hundred feet of a wharf called 
Barcelona wharf, projecting about six hundred feet from the shore. The 
surface enclosed by these works will be about forty-three acres, of which 
there is something upwards of ·an acre of anchorage, with mud bottom. 
The rest of the harbor is rock bottom. The depth of water will vary from 
eight to twenty-two feet. The progress made in these works is as follows: 
twelve hundred running feet of pier extending from the shore on the west 
side of the harbor, nine hundred and ninety feet of which is carried up to 
an average height of about six feet above the surface of the water, there-
mainder to the surface of the \Yater. The width for one hundred and fifty 
feet from the shore is twenty-two feet, thence out as far as it has gone, twenty-
foHr feet four inches. As yet only a small number of the cribs have been filled 
to the height intended. The others are filled to the surface of the water, 
excepting those beyond the first angle, for about two hundred and ten feet, 
and these are filled to within (say) one foot of the surface. rrhese last 
were filled to the surface of the water in 1837, but in the fall of that year 
the stones were swept out to their present depth. 
Accompanying this is a map which will exhibit the harbor, with some 
i 11 teresting details. . 
The sand now is accumulating on both sides of the pier, near its abut-
ment against the shore. Before the extension, this year, of the pier to the-
land, the accumulation of sand was in the inside angle made by the 
Barcelona wharf with the shore. Now, however, in consequence of the 
piers being carried in to the shore, the current which conveyed the sand to 
this part of the harbor is cut off, and a new formation is taking plare. 
The front side of the harbor being- open, the sand drifting through it strikes 
the Barcelona wharf, and is reflected to the angle made by the pier and 
shore. This circumstance would seem to indicate the propriety of a speedy, 
completion of th~ breakwater throughout its whole extent. 
There is no doubt but that this harbor will be greatly improved by the 
Government works now in progress. Under existing circumstances, the 
larger class of stea:mboats rarely, if ever, venture in during a storm; but 
when completed, it may not only be the means of saving much valuable 
property, but to give a fresh impulse to trade. 
The total amount of appropriation towards this object, from 
its commencement, has been $55,466 00 
And of this has been expended 33,148 46 
This expenditure has been applied in the construction of the western break. 
water t~velve hundred feet in length, running from the shore to fourteen feet 
water: man average depth of about nine feet. f this breakwater a length 
of about one thousand feet has been built up from three to seven feet
1 
and 
nearly _finished ; the average height is about six feet. About five hundred 
feet of Its length has been snnk this year, in water of about six feet average 
depth. This work was commenced in August, 1836. Active operations 
for the yPar 1838 commenced abont the middle of Jnly last, at which 
time the appropriations became available. 
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I subjoin the estimated cost of the entire completion of the work, under 
existing plans, as well as the annual estimate of 1839. 
Annual estimate of funds Tequired for the service nf Portland harbor 
improvements during the year 1839. 
Nature of workmanship, &e. 
Fm1shing timber, 7,000 feet, at 10 cents per foot 
Sidelogs, 20,000 feet, at 8 cents per foot -
Ties, 1,200 feet, at $1 each 
Posts, 3,000 feet, at 10 cents per foot -
Sills, 2,000 feet, at 8 cents per foot 
Stone, 2,000 cords: at $5 per cord 
Stone, 500 cords, at $7 per cord - - -
Labor and subsistence, 150 months, at $25 per month 
Contingencies, &c., &c. 













R. T. P. ALLEN, Agent. 
W. G. WILLJAMS, 
Captain United States Topographical Engineers. 
Estimate showing the probable cost of the western brealcwate1· at Port-
land, including also the cost of the eastern breakwater, to be constntcled. 
Nature of workmanship, &c. Cost. General designation. 
S1de timber, 40,000 feet, at 8 cents per foot - - $3,200 00 Includes finishing and 
sinking timber. 
Ties, 2,500 logs, at $1 each - - - - 2,500 00 
Po ts, 5,000 feet, at 10 cents per foot - - - 500 00 
Sills, 4,000 feet, at 8 cents per foot - - - 320 00 
Stone, 4,200 cords, at $5 per cord - - - 21,000 00 For filling cribs above 
and below water. 
Labor anrl subsistence - - - - - 7,000 00 Including carpentry. 
Contingancies, agent's salary, &c. - - - 3 ,500 00 
38 ,020 00 
R. T. P. ALLEN, Agent. 
N. B.-Of the above amount, the eastern breakwater will probably require 
about $20,000. 
R.T.P.A. 
Approved and respectfully submitted. 
W. G. "VILLIAMS, 
Captain United States Topographical Engineers. 
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BLACK ROCK HARBOR. 
This valuable harbor has received the attention of Government, and a 
breakwater has been constructed by the United States, to shelter it from 
the surf of the lake ; but, in consequence of the want of an appropriation, 
the work is now in a dilapidated condition, and immediate measures should 
be taken to protect it from further injury, or rather by certain modifications 
improve its utility, and render it a more permanent construction. This 
harbor, in its most interesting view, may be regarded as the terminus of 
the projected ship canal around the falls of Niagara. 
In the report I had the honor to submit to the bureau in reference to this 
truly national project, in the year 1836, I sketched the design of making 
the harbor of Black Rock or Buffalo the terminus of the work. Mv reflec-
tions upon the subject, and the details of information sincg acquired, have 
strengthened my impressions in regard to its expediency. 
The work erected by the United States on Bird island, and continued by 
the State of New York to Squaw island, affords a very capacious harl?or, 
entirely protected from the rapid current of Niagara river, or the swell of 
the lake, in the heaviest gales; and by means of the island interposed to the 
opposite shore of Canada, with the violent current of the river, the assur-
ance of safety to vessels resorting there, in case of a struggle with the 
Canada provinces, would be much increased. 
'fhe \f"ork authorized by the State, extending from the lower termina-
. tion of the United States brettkwater, is now in a great measure completed} 
and exhibits great stability. The breadth of this work greatly exceeds that 
of the pier erected by the United States, which has been found not suffi-
ciently to answer its obJect. The momentum of immense masses of ice, 
impelled by the strong current of the Niagara river, and the violent south-
west gales, can only be resisted by a work of extreme stability, and so con-
structed as to allow the cakes of ice to slide over its surface without im-
parting a shock, which, under the united circumstances of wind and flood, 
is almost irresistible. 
There are at present in the old wall several wide breaches, and its whole 
development is, indeed, in a fair way to be entirely destroyed. 
'l.,he line of pier thrown out from the shore for the protection of the 
mouth of the harbor from the accumulation of sand, answers its object 
thoroughly, so far as the principle is concerned ; but the extent of the 
work is by no means commensurate with the effect to be contended against, 
and an auxiliary work will be necessary to this end ; besides which, dur-
ing the heavy gales, the water has found its way between the work and 
the shore, by washing away the inner abutment of cribs, and the most se-
rious effects from it may be anticipated. 
I would respectfully suggest to the department whether, for the protec-
tion of these works, an estimate of the cost of their necessary improvements 
and repairs should not be submitted, to receive the action of Congress at 
its next session. • 
In regard to my insp~ction of the several works committed to my charge, 
I have to report, that the original p1ans appear to have been judiciously con-
ceived, and the execution, so far as I have yet been able to extend my ob-
servations, of a character to do great credit to the skill and energy of the 
several superintendents. There appears, however, to my apprehension, to 
be one general defect of construction upon the lake shores, growing not, I 
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presume, out of any want of skill in the constructing engineers, but out of 
the paucity of means for the more substantial execution of the work in its 
incipiency. 
It is the practice to establish a heavy stone superstructure upon cribs 
filled with stone, oftentimes upon a foundation of mud or sand, without a 
sufficient guarantee against the tendency of currents to undermine the 
·cribs. The sand or mud washing from beneath the edge of the cribs, in 
contiguity with the current, gives it a tendency, aided by the weight of the 
stone superstructure and the action of the waves, to settle down or slide 
laterally into the channel. Perhaps, under existing circumstances, a well 
constructed sheet-piling, driven to a considerable depth around the edge of 
the piers exposed to the current, with a batter of large stone thrown against 
the sides of the pier, in proportion as the force of the current should 
deepen "the channel, would be a sufficient assurance for the safety of a 
heavy and permanent stone superstructure. Although the wooden crib-
work beneath the surface of the watPr does not decay, yet much caution 
should be exercised in establishing an expensive and weighty construction 
upon it, by reference to the instability of its foundation, and the liability to 
abrasion. 
Having thus concisely stated the operations of the past year in regard to 
each of the works of which I have charge, their present condition, with 
the necessary estimates, in detail, I will, for the convenience of the bureau, 
append a summary of such items as may be frequently subjects of reference, 
condensed in the form of a table, as follows : 
Summary of such items as may be frequeully subjects of reference. 
. Buffalo . 
Dunkirk. Presque l~le. Portland. Cattaragus. 
Sea-wall. Harbor. 
----- -----
Amount of appropriation by Congress, up 
to 30th September, 1838, from commence-
$86,330 01 $127,858 43 $55,466 00 $57,410 00 $24,000 00 $170,961 31 ment . - - - -
Total amount of expenditures, up to the 
30th September, 1838, from commence-
ment - - - - - 84,614 20 122,685 43 33,148 46 38,073 86 10,156 68 170,961 31 
Amount of appropriation, by last Congress, 
available in 1838 - - - - 10,000 00 15,000 00 17,733 00 16,205 00 24,000 00 10,250 00 
Amount of appro~riation, by last Congress, 
available in 18 9 - - - - - 15,000 00 17,733 00 16,205 00 24,000 00 10,250 00 
Balances on hand of former appropriations 
6,284 19 10,653 71 Amount expended in 1838 - - - 10,533 82 13,14846 13,097 86 10,156 68 
Balances on hand 30th September, 1838, 
including available appropriation. for 
3,715 81 19,312 14 9,846 2_q 18a9 - - - - - 19,466 18 22,317 54 37,843 32 
Amount requ.irerl for 1839 - - - 50,000 00 52,877 96 23,210 00 21,800 00 37,843 32 9,846 29 
Amount of appropri1t.ion necessary, at the 
coming sesswn of Congress, for the ex-
46,284 19 33,411 78 2,487 86 igencies of 1839 - - - - 892 46 
Amount required to complete the works - 201,581 56 109,106 21 38,020 00 48,020 00 37,843 32 9,846 29 
Amount yet to be appropriated to complete 





As near as can be obtain-
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I beg, with deference, to urge upon the bureau the great importance (in 
regard to economy and a judicious prosecution of the several works) of 
such appropriations as will enable the operations to be carried on with en-
ergy and proportionate effect. The necessary amounts are seen in the col-
umns of the foregoing table. 
I cannot conclude my report. without referring to the very satisfactory 
manner in which the works have been turned over to me by my predeces-
sor, T. S. Brown, esquire, and the highly creditable condition I found them 
in under his able superintendence. 
To 1st Lieut. J. H. Simpson, and 2d Lieut. J. C. Woodruff, of the corps 
of United States topographical engineers, I am indebted for valuable scien-
tific assistance in the duties of my office. 
In regard to the local agents at the several points of my supervision, 
viz: l'. S. V. Hamot, Esq., Presque Isle; Thomas Forster, Esq., Dunkirk; 
R. T. P. Allen, Esq., Portland and Cattaraugus; IsaacS. Smith, Esq., Buffa-
lo; and T. S. Brown, Esq., Sea wall, I consider it my duty to state that they 
appear to have performed their duties with skill and integrity, and deserve 
the continued confidence of the Government. 
With my report 1 have the honor to submit the necessary maps, plans, 
and ilJustrations relating thereto, as likewise the reports of the different local 
agents. 
.. I am, most respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. G. WILLIAMS, 
Col. JoHN J. ABERT, 
Captain U. S. Topographical Engineers .. 
U.S. Topographical Engineer. 
NEw LoNDoN, SAptember 26, 1838. 
SIR: I have the honor to state that, in obedience to your instructions of 
the 1st instant, I have visited the following named public works, on Long 
Island sound, &c. : 
1st. 'rhe harbor of 'Vestport, Connecticut. 
2d. The harbor of Southport, Connecticut. 
3d. The harbor of Black Rock, Connecticut. 
4th. The harbor of Bridgeport, Connecticut. 
5th. The mouth of Connecticut river, Connecticut. 
6th. The river 'rhames, Connecticut. 
I have made such examinations of the works themselves, and of the 
plans and the correspondence between the local agents and the Engineer 
Department, .as were called for by your instructions, and such investiga-
tions as were necessary to enable me to understand the plan of operations 
in progress at each work. 
I have enumerated the several works in the order in which they were 
visited, and in describing the result of my examinations, will continue to 
follow the same order. 
Westport harbor.-Westport village (formerly called Saugatuck: and so 
denominated in the report of Col. John Anderson) lies on both sides of 
the Saugatuck river, and about three miles above its entrance into Long Isl-
and sound. The improvements at this harbor consist in a sea-wall, a canal, 
and in the proposed removal of some rocks which now obstruct the chan-
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nel of the river between the harbor proper and the village of Westport. 
The surveys and the plan of operations were furnished by Col. John An-
,derson, of the topographical engineers, in 1827. 
'rhe sea-wall is intended to preserve Cedar point (which forms the east-
ern chop of the harbor) from being washed away by the easterly gales. 
This is an important object, inasmuch as the point itself, by its peculiar po. 
sition and shape, forms a good breakwater. The main object which Col. 
Anderson had in view in recommending the stone work to be placed there 
is thus stated by him : " But there is one circumstance not mentioned in 
the petition, which I have noticed in making this survey, out of which an 
'Obstruction may grow, unless prevented in season ; that is, on Cedar point 
the water has broken across, and from observing the direction in which the 
-sand and gravel washed from the point is thrown and deposited, it is appre-
hended there is danger of a shoal being formed in the channel opposite." 
'.rhis wall was completed last year, and has been so reported by the agents. 
It cost about $1,000. 
The principal work is the canal; this is now in progress. The object 
of it is to cut off about-- miles of circuitous navigation, and thereby "to 
facilitate the commercial intercourse between the port of Saugatuck and the 
city of New York." This canal is cut through Great marsh, a piece oflow-
land which forms the western boundary of the harbor. The canal is 450 
yards in length, and 68 feet in width at the surface. In the plan proposed 
by Col. Anderson, it was to be excavated to the depth of 4 feet below low 
water mark, the mean ri~e of the tide being. about 8 feet. Vessels drawing 
lO or 11 feet could navigate the canal at high water. 
'l'he agents were directed by the 'Engineer Department to execute the 
work according to the plan of Colonel Anderson, with the exception that 
they were allowed to have the canal excavated two feet only below low 
water, instead of four feet, if they considered it expedient. The contract 
was made for a canlll two feet below low water; and at the period of my visit 
it was expected to be completed in about a fortnight or three weeks from 
that time. The agents, under the authority above referred to, were about 
to make another contract for the remaining two feet in depth. This, most 
likely, will cost rather more per yard than the first contract, inasmuch as 
the character of the excavation is more difficult than that nearer the sur-
face. The excavated material has been deposited on the banks at the 
sides of the canal, and sloped off towards the land, leaving near the mar-
gin of the canal a space sufficiently wide for a good tow~path. 
At the southern end of the canal, a beach of sand, at the eastern point 
of Elbow creek, was discovered to have a tendency to extend itself towards 
the canal, the effect of which would be to form a bar, and in time to obstruct 
the canal entirely. This difficulty has been counteracted thus far, by a 
~ubstantial wall of about 300 feet in length, built upon the margin of the 
caual, and extending the whole length of the beach, and sufficiently high 
to prevent the sand from washing into the canal. About fifty feet of wall 
remains to be completed. The stone work is substantially laid up, and cost 
$1 50 per perch: of 25 cubic feet. The stone of which the wall is com-
posed is procured from an island distant from the canal about one mile. 
The work, generally, appears well in all respects, and seems to have been 
judiciously managed by the agents. They think the unexpended balance 
of the appropriation ($6,234, on 1st September) will complete the works, 
including the removal of the two rocks. 
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The report made to yop on the 24th instant, relative to the expediency 
of purchasing that part of Great Marstl, cut off by the canal, embraces an 
that I had intended to say upon that subject. 
Southport harbor.-This harbor is situated at the mouth of Mill river. 
The improvements at this place are a breakwater and a dike ; the channel 
of the river near the village has been partially dredged also, but not to any 
extent. The surveys and plan of operations for this harbor were also. 
furnished by Colonel Anderson, of the topographical engineers. 
Both the breakwater and the dike are built on the east side of Mill river. 
They extend from its mouth to a point opposite the village of Southport, 
a distance of rather more than half a mile. The object of both is to con--
fine the channel of the river; they do, in fact, form the east bank of it. 
A space of about 250 feet across the point of a peninsula is all that 
divides the dike from the breakwater. 'fhe breakwater is of stone, 440 
yards long, eighteen feet wide at bottom, seven feet at top, and from eight 
!O tw~lve feet high, varying with the profile of the ground upon which it 
1s bmlt. The top is formed of large flat stone, seven feet long, and thus 
extending over the entire width. It extends from a beacon at the mouth 
of the river, to the southwest point of a sand bluff, opposite the narrows 
at the lower part of the village. The work is substantially put up, and 
with the exception of half a dozen of the capping stone, which have been 
partially displaced by the force of the waves, the whole is in good condition:-· 
and, in the opinion of the agent, has answered the purpose for which it was 
built. The dike commences at the point of the sand bluff, opposite the-
village, at which the breakwater terminates, and about 250 feet north of it; 
it extends along the margin of some marsh islands, (in the prolongation of 
the direction of the breakwater,) 450 yards, to the upper end of the village. 
It is revetted on the west, or river side; the revetment is four feet thick at 
base, two feet at top, and eight feet high, ·and batters from the river about. 
a quarter. The whole is laid upon a grillage of about six feet in wiith,. 
projecting about one foot on each side of the stone work, and carried suf-
ficiently below the surface of the ground to secure a good foundation. 
The grillage is formed of three-inch plank, laid transversely of the wall, 
and fastened together by plank of the same description, laid longitudinally. 
The whole width of the dike, at base, is fifteen feet, and originally it was 
eight feet wide at top, but a great portion of the backing (composed of sods 
from the neighboring marsh) has been abraded by the eftects of storms. 
The sodding at the outside of the dike was laid upon fascines, and a portion-
of the sods were fastened to each other by means of pickets ; still, from 
the nature of the materials used, the dike is liable to injury at every 
storm, and must, in a short time, be seriously impaired, unless some pre· 
cautionary steps are adopted to prevent it. A revetment upon the east 
side of the dike, similar to that on the west side, nnd laid in a similar man· 
ner, and of the same dimensions, will secure the work effectually. For 
this purpose I submit an estimate, marked A, and recommend that an 
appropriation be asked for to carry the same into effect. 
At the extremity of the breakwater, and at the outer bar, beacons are. 
erected. 'rhey are built of crib work of timber, and fille.d with stone. 
The dredging of sand, &c. from the channel of the river, was of small 
amount, and was done principally with oxen ar1d scrapers ; where mud 
occurred, it was excavated by men with shovels. 
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Vessels drawing eight feet ca11 enter this harbor at high water. The above 
works were completed in the spring of 1837, and the funds entirely ex. 
pended. 
FAIRWEATHER ISLAND AND BLACK ROCK HARBOR. 
Black Rock harbor lies between Fairweather island and the main. It is 
for the preservatioa of this island that the sea-wall and the breakwater have 
been authorized to be built. The plan was furnished by Mr. Farnham, 
civil engineer, and approved by the Engineer Department. It consists in 
a sea-wall and breakwater: as denominated in the report of Mr. Farnham. 
The sea-wall IS built upon the east side of the southern part of the island, 
to prevent it from being washed away by the high tides when accompanied 
by strong winds. The breakwater is to be connected with the sea-wall, 
and is to be built across a low part of the island, over which the sea has 
made a breach: it is now ·covered at about half tide. Both the sea-wall and 
the breakwater' are to be carried one and a half foot above the highest tides. 
'1-,he wall is to be 1,340 feet long, :' 4 feet thick, resting upon the bank, with 
a slope of three feet base to one foot rise." "That portion of the wall above 
the surface of the island, to be sustained by a dike of rubble stone, 10 feet 
wide at the top, with an inner slope of two feet base to one foot rise, and to be 
capped with heavy stone, weighing two-thirds of a ton or more." 
The breakwater across the beach is to be 55 feet feet at base, 10 feet at 
top. The easterly or exposed side, to have a slope of 3 to 1 ; the westerly 
slope to be 2 to 1, and to be carried 9 feet above the present foundation, 
or one and a half foot above high tides. 
Commencing at the southern end of the beach, there is about 360 feet 
of the sea or slope wall completed ; it is built in a substantial manner, and 
will doubtless answer fully the purpose designed. Continuing south after 
an interval of about 350 feet, there is a piece of wall of about 150 feet in 
length, built on the east side of the light-house keeper's dwelling. This was 
done under the direction of the Treasury Department, for the preservation 
of tlw building, without any reference to the plan of Mr. Farnham; it can, 
however, be incorporated with the main work, and will answer fully, as far 
as it extends, the purpose for which the plan of Mr. Farnham was designed. 
The breakwater is to be about 600 feet in length, and of the dimensions 
stated above. At the period of my visit, the contractor was just com-
mencing the breakwater, at the northern end of the beach; and, upon the 
recommendation of Colonel 'rotten, the agent had directed that the stone 
for the breakwater should be laid throughout the whole length of the same, 
but not higher than the unexpended balance of the appropriation for the 
present year would serve to pay for; by this means, the sea will be pre-
vented from washing away the low spot in the island, and during another 
year the work can be carried up to its proper height. 
The harbor t>f Black Rock is well known, and is generally acknowledged 
to be the most important between New London and New York. It is nearly 
midway, and, from its easy access at all times, it is perhaps more resorted 
to by vessels navigating the sound, than any other harbor upon it. The 
village of Black Rock itself is comparatively of but little importance; but 
the harbor affords refuge to thousands during the course of the season, who 
are compelled by stress of weather, &c. to seek shelter. It is hoped, there-
fore, that the appropriation which is asked for by the agent, for continuing 
the work in 1839, will be granted. 
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BRIDGEPORT HARBOR, 
There are two bars at this harbor, which obstruct the p 'assage of vessels 
rom the sound to the village of Bridgeport. The outer ba.'r is nea!l1 two 
miles below the village; the inner bar is about one and a qm.:'-rter mlle from 
the village. Prior to the year 1837, there was five feet at low water upon 
the outer bar, and six feet at the inner bar. 
The operations at this place, were confined to dredging tht... channel 
through the outer bar; and for this purpose an appropriation of .. $10,000 
was made in 1 ~37. 
The agent was instructed by the Engineer Department to the foll<Y,wing 
effect: 
1st. rro dredge a channel 8 feet deep and 100 feet wide, through the 
outer bar. 
2d. To increase the width of the same to 150 feet, provided the sum ap-
propriated would justify it. 
1 3d. Should the funds still be unexpended, to increase the channel to 200 
feet in width. 
4th. If any funds remained, to open a channel of eight feet in depth and 
100 feet in width, through the inner bar. 
In accordance with the foregoing instructions, a contract was made with 
Holmes and Randall, to dredge the proposed channel; at a oertain price 
per cubic yard. The lowest terms which could be procured by the agent 
were secured; but there being but little competition for this description of 
work, the price pC\id was necessarily high; and the consequence was, that 
the width of the channel was reduced to 60 feet instead of 100 feet, as in-
tended by the instructions. It was excavated to the depth of eight feet at low 
water, and the whole was accomplished during the last season. The result 
of the operation has been highly satisfactory; for, on the 8th instant it 
was carefully sounded by Captain .Brooks, of the steamboat Nimrod, and 
was found to be twel vc .fi~et deep at low water ; four feet deeper than it 
was left by the dredging-ma:chine. 
'rhe appropriation having bee-n expended in opening this channel through 
the outer bar, nothing, of course, bas been done at the inner bar. The ex-
periment has succeeded so weil, that it would seem to be sound policy to 
continue the improvement, both by widening the channel through the 
outer bar, and by opening a similar channel throl1gh the inner b~r. Al-
th?ugh the pr~sent. c~a~mel i~ wide e~o~gh for the _steamboats which p~ss 
dally through It, stlllit IS obvwus that It Is too narrow· .for any other descnp-
tion of vessel to pass through it, unless she have a lead~~ng wind. A beat-
in{? channel is an object of great importance to the comm erciul interests of 
Bridgeport. 
The ~ccompa.nying letter (marked B) from Doctor Sal\.. 1u~l Sim~ns, 
agen.t of the Umted ~tate~ at Bridgeport, will convey much mformatwn 
~el3:t1ve to the growmg Importance of this harbor, and the a'-ivantages 
whiCh. ~ould ensue to the place by continuing the improvements tL' the ex-
te~t ongmally contemplated. 
MOUTH OF CONNECT !CUT RIVER. 
In January,. 1837, I made a report, by your directions, upon the nature-
f the obstructiOns at the mouth of this river. I also submitted a plan of 
'_I 
; 
,; . { 
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Qperations, by which it was suppo~ed a channel mighU>e excavated t~rough: 
the bar. I beg leave, respectfully, to refer to that report and map, (Docu-
~ent 252, H. R., 25th Congress,) for many details which seem unneces-
sary to be repeated here. The plan was approved by the Engineer De-
partment, and agents were appointed to have the work executed. 
In May last the dredging was commenced with one of Holmes's m~~hines, 
at the south side of the western channel. In July another machme was 
added to the first, and both have been at work since that time, whenever 
the weather would admit of it. 'l,he situation is a very exposed one, and 
during the last four months, the average working time has been less than 
two days per week ; either an east, west, or south wind causes a 
heavy swell on the bar, and it is only when there is but light wind, or 
wind from the northern shore, that the work of dredging can be carried 
on. 
The following table will exhibit the number of cubic yards excavated 
from the latter part of May to 31st August, to wit : 
May and June 828 yards. 
July 1,610 " 
August - - - - - - - 2,200 " 
The excavated material is measured in the scows, each scow containing, 
when filled, about 24 cubic yards. rrhe greatest quantity removed in any 
one day by a single machine was 144 yards. 
The dredging, as has been stated, was commenced at the outside, and 
for a width of 50 feet, depth 12 feet at low water. About 1:000 feet in 
length has been removed, or neilrly one-third the distance ; but one-third of 
the material has not been removed, as the deepest cutting through the bar 
is near the middle. The overseer at the dredging boat is of the opinion 
that the part of the channel thus excavated is deeper than it was immedi-
ately after the dredging was completed. It is not probable that this will 
continue, even if it should be so now. 
The feasibility of the project cannot, of course,, be satisfactorily tested 
until the cut shall be carried entirely through the bar; and it appears to be 
impracticable, from the experience thus far, to accomplish this in a single 
season, unless some six or eight machines are employed. 
In the blind channel now made, it may reasonably be expected that the 
spring freshets will bring down large quantities of sand, and a portion of 
it, doubtless, will be deposited in the new channel; whereas if the cut were 
made entirely through, it is probable that the current would, for a time at 
least, keep the channel clear. 
RIVER THAMES. 
The improvements in progress m this river are much more extensive 
than those projected for either of the preceding harbors or rivers. The 
surveys and plans were furnished by Major Bache, of the topographical 
engineers, in 1830, and with some very slight modifications in the position 
of one or two piers, &c., the Engineer Department has approved the plan, 
and an agent was instructed to carry the same into execution. The various 
works have been in progress since the autumn of 1836. 
The obstructions to the navigation of the Thames are confined to a 
space of about 2! miles, viz: from Norwich to the Haycocks. "ln this 
distance there are three distinct bars, the first immediately belo\V Norwich, 
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the second about a mile below, and the third is at the shoal called the 
Haycocks." 
The plan of operations prepared by Mnjor Bache, and that which is now 
in progress, consists of a system of jettes, combined with dredging at the 
shoals or bars. By the origmul plan, eight jettes were projected for the 
cast side of the river, and six for the we:st side ; they were to be built of 
stone, three feet wide nt top, with a slope of 011e to one. It was recom-
mended by him, that they should be erected successively, commencing with 
those intended for the upper shoal. 'rhe aggregate leugth of the jertes re-
commended, was 9,540 ieet, containing 43,436 cubic yards of stone, and 
carried at an average to the height of about ten feet. 'The width of the 
channel to be dredged \vas fixed at sixty feet, and for depths of twelve and 
fourteen feet, respectively; for the first depth, the qnantity required to be 
removed was 27,895 yards, and for the second 6~,250 cnbic yards. Prior 
to the survey of Major Bache, five jettes had been built, but thry were, in 
his opinion, injudicionsly located, and badly constructed. 
Of the fourteen jettcs projected, seven are nearly completed, to wit: Nos. 
2, 3, 4, cast side, above high water. No 6, finished. No. 7, 300 feet of 
base completed. No. 3, west side completed. No. 5, west side completed. 
The returns of work for the present season were not made up when I 
was at Norwich; I have not, therefore, the means of stating the entire quan-
tity of' stone laid, or the amount of sand and mud excavated, but must refer 
to the report of the agent. It has: l presume, been forwarded to you ere 
this. At the close of October, 1 R37, 3,470 feet of jettes had been built, con-
taining 9,302 cubic yards of stone; and at the same time: 6,422 cubic yards 
of mnd had been excavated by two dredging-machines; cand in doing this," 
the agent remarks, "the channel was deepened across the lower bar called 
the Haycocks, 60 feet in width and 930 feet in length." 
Judging from the beneficial results obtained thus far, as stated by the 
agent, and corroborated by sundry persons engaged in navigating the river, 
I hesitate not to express my belief, that the channel of the river bet\veen 
Norwich and the Haycocks will be essentially improved, whenever the sys· 
tem of jettes and dredging, recommended by Major Bache, shall be fully 
completed. rrhe experiment is a very important one, not only to the city 
of Nor\Vich, bnt to the community at large; for if the project succerd, it will 
lend to the improvement of many rivers uow obstructed in a mauner similar 
to the Thames. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
,V. H. SWIPT, 
Col. .T. J. ABERT, 
Captain Topo. Eugineers. 
Chief Topographical Engineer. 
(A.) 
E'stimate of the cost of a Tevetment wall for the east face of the dike at 
Southport harbor, Connecticut. 
The wall required is 1 ,320 feet in length, 4 feet at base, 2 feet 
at top: and 8 feet in height, laid up with a batter of 4 feet: 
1,269.20 perches (of 25 cubic feet) rubble wall, at $1 50 $1,900 80 
26 
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35,640 feet (board measure) of 3 inch plank f0r grillage, at 
$15 per tlw11sand · - - - -
660 lbs. 6 inch cut spikes, at 7 cents per pound 
Carpentry and contingencies - -





W. H. SWIFT, 
Captain Topo. Engineers. 
(B.) 
BRIDGEPORT, September 26, 1838. 
SIR: Some five years since the citizens of this place preferred their pe· 
titian to Congress for ten thousand dollar~ appropriation to improve their 
harbor. ~his petition was granted in full, and the work commenced in 
the spring, and was accompJished in the autumn of 1837, as far as the appro· 
priation went. This petition for ten thousand dollars was not expected by 
the petitioners to do more than test the utility of the undertaking. The 
petition was drawn by myself for that sum, and when objected to on account 
of its inadequacy by some of its signers, it was answered that it was suf-
ficient to try the experiment, and if it succeeded more could be obtained, 
if it failed it was enough to lose. The city of Bridgeport is situated on 
Long Island sound, in Connecticut, 60 miles from New York, and 16 from 
New Haven, with a population of about five thousand, and increasing at 
the rate of about 10 per cent. annually. There are persons now living in 
this place who remember when there was but one honse in the now limits 
of the city. The harbor is one of the safest and best on Long Island sound, 
but obstructed by an outer and inner bar. 'The outer bar is about two 
miles from the wharves, on which there is at low tide a depth of five feet 
water, and on the inner bar six feet. 
The measure adopted for the improvement was to excavate a channel 
across the outer bar to eight feet depth at low water. This has been done 
to the width of sixty-one feet, and I am happy to say that the experiment 
has been more than successfuJ, for the sc_tme channel is no\V good twelve 
feet deep at low tide. I feel warranted in saying that no danger exists of 
the work failing, as the storms of three equinoxes have been spent, and the 
channel not impaired, but improved. It was the design of Colonel Totten 
to have a channel across the same bar 200 feet wide, had the appropriation 
been sufficient, and a similar one across the inner bar, and I trust you will 
not differ from him in the plan. General Gratiot gave me, as ngent, in-
structions to that effect. 'l'he best bargain was made that was practicable, 
which cost the $10,000 to excavatP a channel sixty. one feer wide across the 
bar, and if it be extended at the same rate to two hundred feet wide, it 
will require about $32,800 more, and the inner bar or stony bar would 
likely cost as much as $20,000, making, for both, $52,800. I certainly 
would not have any agency in loose and unnecessary appropriations. It 
is averse to my theory, and I am vain enough to say that I prevented the 
former petition from being $20,000 instead of $10,000, for the reasons be· 
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fore given, and I am as honest in saying that, at the very leaf't, $40,000 
are now wanted and deserved to make the improvement usefnl. Our 
large vessels dare not venture to sail through so narrow and long a chan-
nel, being nearly sixty rods ]ong. Nor can it be found and used in the night 
by any. In this place we have three whale ships, and more getting up, and 
generally more or less West India business, all of which have to take in 
aqd unlade much of their freight outside of the bur. This is a great trouble, 
and discourages the business. We have two steamboats that ply daily be-
tween this and New York, and four or five packets and various crafts en-
gaged in the Boston grain, &c. trade, and in the Maine and North River 
fumber trade; also in Nova Scotia coal and plaster trade, and various other 
kinds of business. I would also state that, in one year from this, we have 
contracted to have finished a railroad through the Housatonic valley, half 
the way to the Massachusetts line, and no doubt that in one year from that 
it will be accomplished to intersect the Boston andAlbanyroad at West Stock-
ridge, when the mountains of marble and granite, (which granite will super-
sede all other,) and iron and lime will pour in from the north in such quantity 
as to make the improvement of our harbor of the utmost necessity. Lest 
1 weary you by saying too much, I will close, by remarking that ours, I 
think, is a case that will require no propping nor managing, and will stand 
on its own merits, and within the most rigid rules of internal improvements ; 
and I hope and trust yon will procure for it a prominent place in the es-
timates of the Engineer Department. 
Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL SIMONS. 
Captain W. H. SwiFT, 




Statement showing the. amount applicable to expenditure, and the am01mt expended in the service of the Topographical L....J 
Bureau, during the year ending 30th September, 1838. 
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For continuing the construction of a harbor at Michigan City, Indiana . . $1,407 00 $1,835 46 $60,733 59 $216 60 $64,192 65 
For continuing the construction of a breakwater at the mouth of the river St. Joseph, ~ 
Michigan • - - - - - - - - - 2,229 00 51,113 00 187 63 53,52!) 63 0 
For continuing the improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Black river, New York 2,019 66 22,401 00 - 24,420 66 ~ For continuing the improvemelll of the harbor at Whitehall, New York - • 2,500 00 796 49 15,000 00 18,296 49 
For continui11g the improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Vermillion river, Ohio 2,100 00 23,62fj 57 350 00 26,076 57 
For continuing the improvement of the harbor of Portland, Lake Erie, New York • 2,301 46 17 89 35,466 00 - 37,785 35 For continuing the improvement of the harbor at Cattaraugus creek. Lake Erie, 
124 00 32,i30 08 New York - - - • • - - • • - - 1!)6 08 32,410 00 For continuing the improvement of the harbor of Salmon river, Lake Ontario, New 
1,317 55 450 00 31,767 55 York - • - - • • • . • • • - 30,000 00 For continuing the construction of a breakwater at Plattsburg, New York - - 6i5 77 2i,500 00 - 28,175 77 For continuing the eonstruction of a breakwater at Burlington, Vermont • . 4,COO 00 1,257 16 50,000 00 - 55,257 16 For deepening the channel between the north and south Hero islands, Vermont . 12,500 00 1393 91 13,393 91 
For roads and canals • - • • - - • • . 19,95!) 78 2,7:24 32 2,000 00 21 42 24,705 52 
For surveys of a military character, and for the defences of the Atlantic and western 
773 05 80 50 24,353 55 frontiers - ~ - • • - - • • • 12,167 30 10,000 00 
For co11tinuing the construction of a road from the northern boundary of the Terri-
67 2~ 24,557 01 tory of Florida, by 1\:Iar iana, to Appala~hieola • - • - • 20,282 04 4,207 75 -For a survey from the southern debouche of the Dismal Swamp canal to Winyaw 
4,858 00 bay, South Carolina - • • - • - - - - 4,858 00 - -For a survey _of Crew _shoal, in Delaware bay - - - - - - 415 63 - - 415 63 For the erectwn of a light-house on the Brandywine shoal, in Delaware bay· - .16,450 00 6,872 61 - - 43,322 61 
For the Rtuvey of a route for a railroad from Milwaukie to Dubuque, Wisconsin 
For the protection of the northern frontier of the United States - -
For the survey of Rock river and the hal'en of said nver, Wisconsin -
For the :;nrvey of the Des Moines and Iowa river~, \Visconsin - -
For oryning and constructing a road from Tallahassee to lola, on the river Appa-
lach icola - - - - _ _ _ ~ _ _ _ 
For repai~·ing the.roacl, and constructing the bridges ~nd cause,,·ays thereon, from St. 
Augustme to P1rol~ta - - - - - - - - -
For repairing the road from Jacksonville, by the Mineral Springs, to Tallahassee -
Forth~ construction of a road from Fort Howard, at Green Bay, by Milwaukie and 
Racllle, to the northern boundary line of the State of Illinois - -
For the construction of a road from the town of Milwankie, on Lake Michigan, to a 
p0int oppo:site the town of Dubuque, on the Mississippi river - -
For the construction of the necessarv bridges, and removin~ obstructions in the mail 
roatl from the northern line of M.issonri to the Missi,;:sippi - - -
For the completion of the military road from Fort Crawford to Fort Howard, at 
Green Bay - - - - - - - - -
For continuing the improvement of the harbor of Presque Isle, Pennsylvania 
For continuing the improvfment of Dunkirk harl.Jor, New York - -
F0r continuing the improvement of the channel of the river Thames, Connec-
ticut - - - - - - - -
For improving the harbor Clf Westport, Connecticut - --
For cont·nuing the \\'Orks at Buffalo harbor, New York -
For erecting u mound or sea-wall along the peninsula separating Lake Erie from 
Buffnlo Cleek - - - - - - - - - -
For continuing the l"ea-wall for the preservation of Fairweather island, and repairing 
the breakwater near Black Rock harbor, Connecticut - - - -
For removing the s:J.nd bar, occasioned by the wreck, in the harbor of New Bedford-
For improving the harbor of Saybrook, by removing the·bar at the mouth of Connec-
ticut river - - - - - - -
For continuing the improvement of the harbor of Chicago, Illinois 




2,000 00 - 2,000 00 
- 5,000 00 
1,000 00 - 1,000 00 
1,000 00 - 1,000 00 
10,000 00 - 10,000 00 
17,200 00 - 17,300 co 
10,000 00 - 10,000 00 
15,000 00 - 15,000 00 
10,000 00 - 10,000 00 
10,000 00 - 10,000 00 
5,000 00 - 5,000 00 30,000 00 - 2i ,000 00 10,000 00 - 8,000 00 
10,000 co - 7,000 00 
4, 782 00 - 5,HIG 00 
20,500 00 - 10,250 00 
48,000 00 - 45,000 00 
11 ,550 00 - Jlj,550 00 
7,691 37 - - 7,691 37 
- 15,710 00 
30,000 00 - 21,000 00 
------ '------·------·------·------
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Amount disbursed in 4th quarter 
of 1837. 
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For continuing the construction of a harbor at Michigan City, Indiana - -
For continuwg the constructiGn of a breakwater at lbe mouth of the river St. Joseph, 
Michigan - - - - - - - - - -
For continuing the improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Black river, New York 
For continuing the improvement of the ha!'bor at Whitehall, New York - -
For continuing the improvement of the harbor at the mouthol'Vermillion riiTer, Ohio 
For continuing the improvement of the harbor of Portland, Ln.ke Erie, New York -
For continuing the improvement of the h::nbor at Cattaraugus creek, Lake Erie, 
New York - - - - - - -
For continuing the improvement of the harbor of Salmon river, Lake Ontario, New 
York - - - - - - - - - - -
For continumg the construction of a breakwater at Plattshurg, New York - -
For c<mtinuing the constrnction of a breakwater at Burlington, Vermont - -
For deepening the channel between the north and south Here Islands, Vermont -
f<'or roads and canals - - - - - - - - -
For surveys of a military character, and for the defences of the Atlantic and western 
frontiers - - - - • - - - - -
For con tinning the construction of a· road from the northern boundary of the Terri· 
tory of Florida, by Mn riana, to A ppalachicola - - - - -
For a survey from the southern debouche of the Dismal Swamp canal to \-Vinyaw 
bay, South Carolina - - - - - - - - -
For a SUJTey of Crow shoal, in Delaware bay - , - - j 
For the erection of a light-house on the BrariJnvme shoal, in Delaware bay- -
$3,533 27 -
1,8S3 43 -
1' 132 89 -












Amount disbursed in 1st quar-
ter of 1838. 
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For the survey of a route for a railroad from Milwaukie to Dubuque, \Visconsin 
For the protection of the northern frontier of the United States 
For the survey of Rock river and the harbor of mid river, W1sconsin 
For the survey of Des Moines and Iowa rivers \Visconsin -
For opening and constructing a ro1.d from Tallahas~ee to lola, on the river Appa-
lac h1cola - - - _ - _ - - - -
For repai~ing the _road, and c0nstructing the bridges and cau;;eways thereon, from St. 
Augustme to P1colata - - - - - - - - -
~or repairing the_ road _from Jacksonville, by the Mineral Springs, to Tf!-llahassee 
Forth~ con~truct1on oi a road from Fort Howard, at Green Bay, by Milwaukie and 
Rae me, to the northern boundary line of the State of Illinois - - -
Por the construction or a road from the town of Mi.l\vaukie, on Lake Michigan, to a 
point opposite t~e town of Dubuque, on theM is;sissippi ~iver .- . - _-
Fur the constructiOn of the necessary bridges and remoVIng obstructwns m the mall 
ro::td from the northern line of Missouri to the Mississippi - - - -
For the completion of the military ruad from Fort Cra.wford to Fort Howard, at 
Green Bay - - - - - - - - -
For continuing the improvement of the harbor of Presque Tsle, Pennsylv:1nia 
For continuing the improvement of Dunki.rl{ harbor, New York - -Fo~ continuing the improvement of the channel of the river Thames, Connec-1 l I l ~ 
tJCUt - - - - - - - - - - - 0 
For improving the harbor of West port, Connecticut - 'I 
For continuing the works at Buffalo harbor, New York 
For erecting a mound or :oea-wall a1ung the peninsula separating Lake Erie from 
Buffalo creek - - - - - - - - -
For continuing the sea-waH for the preservation of Fairweather island, and repairing 
the breakwater near Black Rock harbor, Connecticut - - - -
For removing the sand bar, occasioned by the wreck, jn the harbor of New Bedford-
For improving the harbor of Saybrook, by removing the bar at the mouth of Connec-
ticut river - - - - - - - -
For continuing the improvement of the harbor of Chicago, Illinois -
Total 
--------------·--------------·------------·------------





NAMES OF APPROPRIATIONS. 
For continuing the construction of a harbor at Michigan City, Indiana 
For continuing the construction of a brealnvater at the mouth of the river St Joseph, 
Micbi~an - - - - - -
For continuing the improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Black river, New York 
For rontinnmg the improvement of the harbor at Whitehall, New York - -
For continuing th~ improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Vermillion river, Ohio 
For continuing the improvement of the harbor of Purtland, Lake Erie, New York -
For continumg tl1e Improvement of the harbor at Cattaraugus creek, Lake Erie, 
New York - - - - - -
For r.ontinuing the improvement of the harbor of·Salmon ri\•er, Lake Ontario, New 
York - - - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
For continuing the construction of a breakwater at Plattsburg, New York 
For continuing the construction of a breakwater at Burlington, Vermont 
For deepeuing the channel between the north and south Hero islands, Vermont 
For 1 oads and cnnals - - - - - -
.Fur ~nrveys of a military charq.cter, and for the defences of the Atlantic and western 
front 1 e rs - - - - - - - · - -
For Cc•ntinning the construction of a road from 1he northern boundary of the Terri· 
tory of Plorida, hy Mariana, to AppalachiPola - -
For a survey from the liiouthErn debouche of the Dismal Swamp canal to \Vinyaw 
bay, South Carolina - - - - - - - -
For a ~urvey of Crow shoal, in . Delaware h:1y - -
Par the erecti0n of a light - lwu~e on the Brandywine shoal, in Dela~·are b<"ty -
Amotant disbursed in 2d quarter 
of 1838. 
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-Gil 65 -273 00 -692 54 -
194 89 
273 00 -723 3G -1 ,A:37 32 
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Amount disbursed in 3d quar-
ter of 1838. 
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For the survey of a route for a railroad from Milwaukie to Dubuque, Wisconsin 
For the proteetion of the northern frontier of the United Stutes - -
For the :--urvcy of Rock river and the haven of said river, \Visconsin -
For the ~urvey of Des Moines an,l Iowa rivers, Wiscon~in - -
Foro, cning and constructing a road from Tallaha5see to lola, on the river Appa-
lach 1cola - - _ _ • _ - _ _ • 
For repai :ing the_ road, and constructing the bridges an.l causeways thereoTJ, from St. 
Augn-;tme to Pteolata - - - - - - - - -
~or repairing the_ road from .T1cksonville, hy the Mineral Springs, to T~l!ahas~ee 
l:' or the constructiOn of a road from Fort Howard, at Green Bay, by l.\th!waulne and 
Rac1nc, to the northern boundary line of the State of Illinois - - -
For the con5truction of a road from the town of l\Jilwaui<ie, on Lake 1\tlichigan, to a 
pomt oppo..;ite the town of Dubuque, on the Mi""issippi river -
For the construction of the necessary bridges and removmg obstructions in the mail 
ronrl from the northern line of Mi~souri to the Missis:::ipri - - -
For the completion of the miLitary road from Fort Crawford to Fort Howa1 d, at 
Green Bay - - - -
For continuing the improvement of the harbor of Presque Isle, Pennsylvnnia 
For continuing the improvement of Dunkirk barbLw, New York - -
For continuing the improvement of the channel of the river Thames, Connec-
ticut - -
For improving the harbor of Westport, Connecticut 
For continuing the wo1 ks at Buff..1.lo harbor, New York 
For erecting a mound or sea-wall along the peninsula separating Lake Erie from 
Buffalo crt'ek - - - - - - • 
For contin,Jing the sea-wall for the preservation of Fairweather island, and repairing 
the brt ak"·ater near Black Rock harbor, Connecticut - - - -
For r t> moving the sand bar, occasioned by the wreck in the harbor of New B~dford -
For improving the harbor of Saybrook, by removing the bar at the mouth of Connec -
ticut rivt'r - - - - -
For contwuing the improvenilent of the harbor of Chit: ago, Illinois 
Total 
$!)18 62 
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For continuing the construction of a harbor at Michigan City, Indiana - -
For continuing the construction of a breakwater at the mouth of the river St. Joseph, 
Michigan - - - - - - - - -
For continuing the 1mprovement of the harhor nt the mouth of Black river, New York 
For continuing the improvement of the harbor at "\Vhitehall, New York - -
For continuing the improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Vermillion river, Ohio 
For continuing the imp1ovement of the harbt)r of Portland, Lake Erie, New York -
Por continuing the improvement of the harbor at Cattaraugus creek, Lake Erie, 
New York - - - - - - - - - -
For continuing the improvement of the harbor of Salmon river, Lake Ontario, New 
York - - - - - - - - - - -
For continuing the construction of a breakwater at Plattsburg, ~ew York 
For continuing the construet.ion of a breakwater a:t Burlington, Vermont -
For deepening the channel between the north and sou th Hno i~ i ands; Vermont 
For roads and canals - - - -
For surveys of a militarv character, and for the defences of the Atlantic and western 
frontiers - · - - - - - - - - -
For c-ontinuing the construction of a road from the northern boundary of the Terri-
tory of FlorjdH, by Mariana, to Appalachicola - - - - -
For a survey from the southern debonche of the Dismal Swamp canal to 'Vinyaw 
bay, South Carolina - - - _ _ _ _ _ _ 
For a :-;rnTey_of Crow_ shoal, in Delaware bay - - - - -































$41,897 59 $47,611 60 
32,329 00 34,477 19 
15,270 00 15,547 03 
12,500 00 13,310 09 
16, 1'26 57 16,220 17 
23,219 00 23,219 00 
20,369 00 20,369 00 
21,919 00 24,757 69 
18,3ti3 00 19,958 68 
37,000 00 37,000 00 
7,250 00 7,883 74 
600 85 1,511 60 
7,408 80 8,692 33 
1,461 04 3,462 33 
4 03 








For the survey of a route for a railroad from Milwaukie to Dubuque, Wiscous.in 
For the protection of the northern frontier ofthe United States - -
For the survey of Rock river and the haven of said river, Wisconsin-
For the survey of Des Moines anrl. Iowa rivers, \Visconsin -
For opening and constructing a road from Tallahassee to lola, on the river Appa-
Jaducola - - • - - - - - - -
For repai~ing the. road, and constructing the bridges and causeways thereon, from St. 
Augustme to P1colata - - - - - - - - -
For repairing the road from Jacksonville, by the Mineral Springs, to Tallahassee 
For the construction .of a road from .Fort Howard, at Green Bay, by Milwaukie and 
Rctcinc, to the northern boundary }jne of t~1e State of Illinois - - -
For the construction of a roau from the town of Milwaukie, on Lake Michigan, to a 
point opposite the town of Dubuque, on the Mississippi river - - -
For the construction of the necessary bridges and removing obstructions in the mail 
road from the northern line of Missouri to the Mississippi - - - -
For the completion of the military road from Fort Crawford to Fort Howard, at 
Green Bay - - - - - - - - - -
For continuing the improvement of the harbor of Presque Isle, Pennsylvania 
For continPing tbe improvement of Dunkirk harbor, New York - -
For continuin.g the improvement of the channel of the river Thames, Connec-
ticut - - -
For improving the harbor of "\Vestport, Connecticut 
For continuing the works at Butralo harbor, New York 
For erecting a mound or sea.wall along the peninsu!J. separating Lake Erie from 
Bllffalo creek - - - - - - - - - -
For continuing the sea-wall for the preservati.on of Fairweather island, and repairin~ 
the breakwater near 13lack Rock harbor, Connecticut - - - -
For removing the sand bar, occasioned by the wreck in the harbor of New Bedfo.rd 
For improving the harbor of Saybrook, by remo,ring the bar at the mouth of Connec-
ticut river - - - - - - - - - -
for continuing the improvement of the harbor of Chicago, Illinois -
Total 
TopoGRAPHICAL HuREAu, November 26, 1838, 























3,386 85 . 21,400 00 
215 81 3,500 00 
284 59 5,500 00 
120 70 5,8Hi 00 
10,250 00 
4,843 321 33,000 00 
267 37 16,550 00 
404 71 7,191 37 
15,710 00 
21,000 00 































Statement shou:ing the amount rcrnaining in tlte hands of eack of the disbursing agents of the 7'opographical Bureau, and 1tnaccounted.for tm the 1st Octobe1·, 
1P.3i; the amount remitted to each frmn lite Treasu1·y, or tumcd over to !tim by otlte1· agent or agents, and those which C'L11te into the hands of each f1·mn sales of 
public pmperly, 1·cnt of public lmildings or g1·mtnds, orfrm,t other so1tnes, dnring tlte last qna1·ter of 1837, and eacl£ of tlte ji1·st tltree q1tarters of 183c\; tlte 
ammmt acwunled and wwccOUitled for by cacl£ in eack of those t]1tarlers, by accounts and vonclters of expenditnres, or by evidences of transfers to otlte1· agents, 
or oj replacements tn tlte Treasury; and tlte balance unaccounted for b!f each at tlte end of each qna?ter. 
4TH QUAHTER OF 1837. 
Balance in Amount remit- Amount de- Total in hand Amount ex- Amount turn- Total ac- Balance un-
hand and nn- ted from the rived from to be account- pended. ed over to counted for. accounted 
NAMEs oF AGENTs. accounted for Treasury and sales, rents, ed for. other agents, for. 
from la.M turned over by and other and rep lac-
quarter. other agents.' sources. ell in Trea- ' , 
sury. 
---------~- ----- ----- ------ ---------------- ---- ----
CaptainG.W.Hughes- - · $6G030 $'2,00000 _ $2,6G030 $13,958,1 - $1,39581 $1,26446 
Lieut. Col. James Kearney - 5G7 40 G,8j8 00 _ 7,225 40 2,057 84 - 2,057 84 5,367 56 
Lieut. Col. S. H. Long - - 72 61 _ _ 72 64 - 72 (i4 
MRjor H. Bache - - 771 61 _ _ 771 61 39 67 - 39 67 731 94 
Major J. D. Grnham - 4,432 78 _ _ 4,432 78 1,503 90 - · 1,503 90 2,928 88 
r.aptain W. G. Williams - _ 5,000 00 - 5,000 00 430 CO - 400 00 4,57tl 00 
Captain C. Graham - - _ 5t:O 00 _ 500 00 2 12 - 2 12 497 88 
Captain \V. R. Gt1ion - - 69 56 400 00 _ 489 5t'i 552 00 - 552 00 
Lientenaut_II. Stansbury - 9~ 5!.1 l, 000 00 , , 1, 092 59 H03 74 - 90 \ 7,1 188 85 
J. M. Be men - - - 400 (10 _ 400 00 400 00 - 400 00 
G. vV. Featberstonhaugh - 1,802 21 _ 1,802 21 2,238 21 - 2,238 2 1 
J. B. Petit val - - - 187 34 _ 187 34 500 86 - 500 86 
Captain A. Canfield - - 773 05 500 00 _ 1,273 05 1,365 15 - 1,3G5 15 
Cart:1in J. R. Vinton - - 150 00 150 00 - 150 00 
T. B. W. Stocktoa - n - 1 ,til3 23 . 3,636 00 $404 2:i 5,653 46 5,416 70 - 5,41G 'iO 236 7f; 
R. T. P. Allen - - - 213 97 65!) 00 124 CO 906 97 G94 57 - 694 57 302 40 
Ezra Smith - - - 796 49 2,500 00 3,2!16 49 1,145 47 - 1,145 47 2,151 02 
J. R. Bowes - - - 2,100 00 350 00 2,450 00 2, l<?l !J9 - 2,121 99 3:28 01 
N. B. Ha~well - - 2,151 07 4 250 00 (j 401 07 5 712 50 _ 5, 712 50 (i88 57 
'\VilliamH.Pettes - 1,3175', '_ 45000 1'76755 1'06530 _ 1,06530 70225 
LientenantJ.E.Johnston - 2,019G6 _ _ 2:01966 1:1:'~2 89 _ 1,13~8!) 88677 
C. M. \\ at;.;on - - • (i/5 77 _ _ 675 77 446 71 _ 44G 71 229 ~6 
l\1 ·yamensing Dank - - G,8i2 (il _ _ 6,872 Gl 368 00 - 3GB 00 6,504 Gl 







Balance in Amonnt remit-
hand and un- t~d from the 
NAMES OF AGENTS. acconntcd for TrP~sury and 
from last turned over by 




Captain G. W. Hughes- - $I,2G4 46 $1,500 00 
L1eut. Colonel James Kearney- 5,367 56 1,500 00 
Lieut. Colonel S. H. Long - 72 64 -
Major H. Bache - - 731 9! 
Major J.D. Graham - - 2,928 88 12,494 90 
Captain W. G. Williams - 4,570 00 -
Captain C. Graham - - 497 88 
Captam W. B. Guion - - 500 00 
Lieutenant H. Stansbury - 188 25 690 00 
G. vV. Featherstonhaugh - - 436 00 
J. B. Petitval - - - - 292 10 Captain A. Canfield - - 1,000 00 
Captain J. R. Vinton - - 150 00 -
T. B. W. Stockton - - 236 76 
R. T. P. Allen - - - 302 40 630 00 
Ezra Smith - - - 2,151 02 -
J. R. Bowes - - - 328 01 
N. B. Haswell - - - {)88 57 1,000 00 
William H. Pettes - - 702 25 -
Lieutenant J. E. Johnston - 886 77 -
C. M. Watson - - - 229 Ofl -
Moyamensing Bank - - 6,504 61 
J. N. Nicollet - - - - 2,000 00 
/ ------- ------
Total - - 27,801 66 22,043 00 
- ---------
B-Continued. 
1ST QUARTER OF 18~8. 
Amount de- Total in hand AmouNt ex· 
rivEd from to be account- pended. 




- $2,764 46 $1,395 85 
- 6,867 56 3,439 95 
- 72 64 
- 7~1 94 49 51 - 15,423 78 I, 193 09 
- 4,570 00 5,275 94 - 497 88 2 ilO 
- 500 00 540 00 
- 878 85 GD4 73 436 00 7:20 00 
$21 42 3i3 52 315 00 
- I ,000 00 722 10 
- 150 00 14! 37 
- 236 76 278 94 - 932 40 895 33 - 2,15i 02 340 47 - 328 01 270 00 
.- 1,1368 57 1,153 93 
- 702 25 - 886 77 96 33 
- 229 06 281 4!) 
- 6,504 61 257 00 
- 2,000 00 2,000 00 
----- ----- - ---
21 42 49,866 08 20,066 03 
An~ount turn- Total ac-






- $1,395 85 
- 3,439 95 
-
- 49 51 
- I,193 09 
- 5,275 !)4 
- 2 00 
- 540 00 
- ()94 7:3 
- 720 00 
- 315 00 
- 722 IO 
- 14! ~7 - 278 !)4 
- 895 33 
- 340 47 
- 270 00 - 1,153 93 -
- 96 33 
- 28i 49 
- 257 00 
- 2,000 00 
------ -------






























Balance Ill Amount remit-
hand and un- ted from the 
NAMES OF AGENTS. accounte6l for Treasury and 
from last turned over by 
quarter. other agents. 
---------------------- ----- ------
Captain G. W. Hughes - - $1,368 61 -
Lieut. Colonel James Kearney- 3,427 61 -Lieut. Colonel S. H. Long - 72 64 -Major H. Bache - - 682 43 
Major J.D. Graham - •· 14,230 69 $12,000 00 
Captain W. G. Williams - -Captain C. Graham - - 495 88 -
Captain W. B. Guion - -
Lieuten'lnt H. Stansbury - 184 12 693 50 
G. lN. Featherstonhaugh - ... 1,208 00 
J. B. Pettival - - - 315 00 
Captain A. Canfield - - 277 90 1,000 00 
Captain J. R. Vinton - - 5 63 -
T. B. W. Stockton - - -R. T. P. Allen - - - 37 07 562 46 
Ezra Smith - - - 1,810 55 -J. R. Bowes - - - 58 OJ -
N. B. Haswell - - 534 64 2,000 00 
William H. Pettes - 702 25 -Lieuten:mt J . E. Johnston - 790 44 -C. M. Watson - -
6,247 61 
-Moyamensing Bank - -
J. N. Nicollet - - - 1,552 00 Lieutenant C. Fremont- - - 1,000 00 
----- ------
Total - - 30,926 08 20,330 9G 
--
B-Continued. 
2D QUARTER Oi' 1838. 
Amount de- Total in hand Amount 
rived from to be account- expended. 




- $1,368 61 $1,325 16 
- 3,427 61 2,082 80 
- 72 64 
- 682 43 28 25 
.,.. 26,230 69 19,!}95 66 
- 1,417 55 
- 495 88 
- 546 Ofl - 877 62 566 f.-7 - 1,208 00 488 00 - 315 00 - 1 ,2i7 90 -
- 5 63 
- 93 13 
- 599 53 887 43 
- 1,810 55 641 65 
- 58 01 273 00 
- 2,534 64 2,550 68 - 702 25 -
- 790 44 
l - 273 00 - 6,247 61 488 00 
- 1,552 00 1,552 00 
- 1,000 00 -
----- ----- -----
- 51,257 04 33,208 78 
Amount turn- Total ac-






- $1,325 16 
- 2,082 80 -
- 28 25 
- 19,995 66 1,417 55 
$495 $8 495 88 
- 54G 00 
- 566 47 - 488 00 
- -
-
- !)3 13 - 887 43 - 641 65 
- 273 00 
- 2,550 68 
- -
-- 273 00 - 488 00 
- 1,552 00 
--
----- -----








































3D QUAR'l'ER OF 1838. 
Balance in hand Amount remitted Amonnt deriv- Total in hand Amount Amount turned Total ac- Balance 
NAMES OF AGENTS. and unaccount- from the Tr~as- from sales, to be ac- expended. over to other counted for. unaccount-
ed for from last ury and turned rents, & other counted for. agents and re- ed for. over by other placed in the quarter. agents. sources. Treasury. 
------· ------ ---·- ------ ---- - $43 45 Captain G. W. Hughes- - $43 45 - --$!3 45 
Lieut. Colonel James Kearney- 1,344 81 $1,433 29 $16 00 2,794 10 $1,995 37 - $1,995 37 798 73 
Lieut. Colonel S. H. Long - 72 64 - 72 64 72 64 
Major H. Bache - - 654 18 13,259 61 - 13,913 79 8'27 28 $23~ 55 1,065 83 12,847 !J6 
Major J. D. Graham - - 6,235 113 67 22 6,302 25 1,656 43 1,656 43 4,645 82 
Captain W. G. Williams - - 13,862 31 80 50 13,942 81 976 00 6,000 00 6,976 00 4,843 32 
Captain W. B. Guion - - 200 00 - 200 00 
Lieutenant H. Stansbury - 311 15 2,000 00 - 2,311 15 311 15 - 311 15 2,000 co G. vV. Featherstonhaugh - 488 00 - 41;8 00 488 00 - 488 00 Captain A. Canfielrl. - - 1,277 90 - - 1,277 90 - - - 1,277 90 
Captain J. R. Vinton - - 5 63 - 5 63 - 5 63 T. B. W. Stockton - - - 37,620 00 - 37,620 00 29,622 49 - 29,fi22 49 7,862 2V R. T. P. Allen - - - 24,2H8 00 - 24,288 00 26,016 04 - 26,016 04 Ezra Smith - - - 1,168 90 2,500 00 - 3,6fi8 90 2,858 81 ·- 2,858 81 810 09 J. R. Bowes - - - - 7,500 00 I - 7,500 00 7,191 41 - 7,191 41 93 60 
N. B. Haswell - - - - 15,000 00 - 15,000 00 14, 533 51 - 14,533 51 450 45 William H. Pettes - - 702 25 8,081 00 - 8,783 25 5,944 56 - 5,94.4 56 2,838 69 
Lieutenant J. E. Johnston - 790 44 7' 131 00 - 7,921 44 7,644 41 7,644 41 277 03 C. M. '\Vatson - - - 9,137 00 - 9,137 00 7,215 89 '7,215 89 1,5!)5 68 
Moyamen~ing Bank - - 5,759 61 - - 5,759 61 - 5,759 61 5,75!:! 61 




Thoma5 Forster - - 6,500 00 \ - 6,500 00 6,284 19 - 6,284 19 215 Ell 
W. P. Eaton - - - 1,318 77 4,500 00 - 5,818 77 5,f>34 18 5,534 1A 281 59 
T. S. Brown - - - € -373 18 12,000 00 - 12,000 00 10,156 68 1,843 32 12,000 00 J. C. Loomis -· - - 700 00 - 1,073 18 952 48 - !)52 48 120 70 
J. S. Smith - - - - 10,250 00 0• - 10,250 00 75G 4fl - 756 49 
R. P. Williams - - - 4,290 00 - 4,290 00 4,335 84 - 4,335 81 Seth Perry - - - 325 52 - - 3~5 52 58 15 - 58 15 267 37 ------ ------- ------ ---- ---- ----·-------- ----- r-1 
Total - - 21,383 46 195,2~Q_21 --- __!_6~ 72~21?,713_7 39 146,067 RO 13,841 48 159,909 28 46,143 ~2 1-i 
ToPoGRAPIUC.lL BuREAU, No11embe1 26, 1838. L-J 
• I 
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No.8. 
REPORT FROM THE ORDNANCE DEPAH'T'MENJ'. 
ORDNANCE OFFICE, 
Washington, Nove,mber 28, 1838. 
Sr R: In pnrsuance of your instructions, I have the honor to present, 
herewith, sttttements of the operations in the Ordnance Department, during 
the year ending on the 30th September, 1838, as follows, viz: 
1: Statement A shows the amount of available funds, and the amount 
of exJJenditures under each of the appropriations disbursed in this depart· 
ment during the period stated. 
'Total amount available for the service of the year ending 
September 30, l838 $2,495,146 01 
Amount expended during the year 1,631,078 68 
Amount applicable to expenditures in the following year 
Of the latter sum there remained in the 
hands of disbursing officers, on the 
30th September, 1838 





2. Statement B shows the state of the account of each of the disbnrsing 
officers of the department for each quarter of the year ending September 
30, 1838. 
3. Statement C shows the result of the expenditures, so far as they have 
been aprlied to the purchase, fabrication, or repairs of ordnance, supplies, 
and building materials, during the same period. The principal items of 
which are as follows: 
143 cannon, for field artillery. 
42 carriages, with harness for do. 
200 sets o( implements and equipments for do. 
71 cannon for garrison serviCe. 
205 gn n carriages for do. 
1,526 percussion cannon locks. 
37,700 caunon balls and shells. 
8,400 grape and cannister shot. 
52.700 small arms. 
18,500 sets of accoutrements for do. 
225,000 1bs. gunpowder. 
2,300,000 ball cartridges. 
4. Statement D sho~ws the operations of the department, during the year 
ending September 30, 1838, in procuring supplies under the act for armincr 
and equipping the militia; from which it appears that the amount of e; 
penditures for that object, during the year, has been $272,97 4 75, the 
417 [ 1 ] 
principal objects of expenditnre having been the purchase and fabrication 
of the following articles, viz: 
80 cannon, for field artillery. 
30 carriages, and 4 sets of harness, for do. 
16,800 small arms. 
11,500 sets of accoutrermints for do. 
5. Statement E shows thP. apportionment of arms to the militia of the 
several States and rrerritories for the year 1837, founded on Ihe returns 
furnished to this office by the Adjutant Geuernl of the army. 
6. Statement F shows the kind and number of arms issued to the militia 
of the States and Territories durin~ the year ending September 30, 1838. 
7. Statement G shows the quantity and kind of arms and munitions of 
war issued for the serviee of the regular army, and of the militia in the 
S3rvice of the United States, during the same time; the principal supplies 
being-
22 field guns, mounted complete. 
6 cnissons, and 9 sets of harness for do. 
1,400 ronnds of fixed ammunition, and 1,700 shot for do. 
6, 700 small arms. 
4.200 sets of accoutrements for do. 
9;200 lbs. gunpowder. 
125,000 ball cartridges. 
20,000 flints. 
During the year ending September 30, 1838, there have been received 
in rents from the United States lead mines, 30,000 lbs. of lead. 
With regard to these mines, I have to repeat the recommendation, often 
before urged, to dispose of tbe title and interest of the United States in this 
property: a measure which will be attended with benefit both to the 
country in which the mines are situated, and to the interests of the United 
States, who can, under the present circumstances, derive little profit from 
the possession, and that only by continual litigation and conflict with 
private interests. 
In addition to the usual repairs and improvements at the arsenals and 
ordnance stations, during the period embraced in this report, progress has 
been made in the construction of new arsennls and depots at the following 
places, viz: 
1. Fayetteville, North Carolina. 
2. Appalachicolo, Florida, (nearly completed.) 
3. Little Rock, Arkansas. . 
4. Memphis, 'rennessec. 
5. [ Jiberty, :VIissouri. 
The contemplated cperations of this department, during the ensuing 
year, and the permanent improvements proposed at the various ordnance 
establishments, are set forth in the explanations and remarks accompany-
ing the estimate for the service of the department, in the year 1839, which 
has been already submitted to you. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, yonr obedient servant, 
GEO. BOMFORD, 
Hon. J. R. PoiNSETT, 
Secre'nry of l'Var. 
27 
Col. of Ordnance. 
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A. 
Statement s!towing the arnount applicable to e.r:penditure, and the amount 
ending 30th of 
. 





































Ordnance service - - - - - -
National armories - - - - - -
Arsenals .. . • - - - • • 
Arming and equipping the militia - - -
Supplying arsenals with certain ordnance stores • -
Armament of fortifications - • - -
Purchase of gunpowder, &c. - - - -
Purchase oflight field artillery - - - -
Accoutrements for the army - - - • 
Copper rifle flasks - - - - ~ • 
Constructing furnaces for heating shot - - -
Purchase of cannon balls - - - • -
Percussion cannon locks • - - - -
Elevatin()' machines - - - - -
Sponges,b &c., for field artillery and battering cannon -
National armory at Harper's Ferry - - -
Rifle factory at Harper's Ferry _- - - -
River wall, tilt hammer shop, at Harper's Ferry - -
Completion of machinery in three work shops at Harper's 
Ferry - - - - - - -
New machinery for Harper's Ferry - - -
National armory at Springfield - - - -
Additional machinery and fixtures, Springfield - • 
Purchase of land, &c., at Mount Vernon arsenal -
Extending and repairing United States arsenal, Charleston 
macksmith shop at ·watertown - - - -
1\'lao-azine at Haton Rouge - - - -
Pur~hase of sites and construction of arsenals in Arkan-
sas, Missouri, and Tenness~e - ~ - . -
Purchase of site and constructmg arsenal at FayetteVIlle, 
North Carolina - - - - - -
Compensation to clerk_s in the Or~nance Office - -
Additional compensatiOn to certam clerks - -
Contingent expet?ses of t?e _Ordnance Office - -
Suppressing Ind1an host1_llttes . - . ~ . - } 
Preventing and suppressmg Indtan host1httes -
Purchase of,owder - - - -












































1,182,226 81 220,210 39 
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A. 















Amount disbursed in foarth quarter of 1837, and in 
each of the first three quarters of 1838. 
Fourth quarter of 1837. 
$270 00 $135,229 09 $39,675 01 
7 511 53 508,176 17 127,672 82 
'478 34 405,084 25 Gl ,092 70 
- 500 '200 14 20' '2~)1 41 
90,125 82 


















































































1,084,448 94 8,259 87 2,495,146 01 371,352 38 97,218 67 248,804 34 \ 115,039 24 
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A--Continued. 
Amount dis 
. Second quarter of 1838 . 
No. Names of appropriations. 
(fJ-
!!1 '"' ~ 
~ u 
Q) EEl b.O 0 td 
b:O bll 
~ -~ ·;n ::: 








1 Ordn:mce service - - - - - - $40,110 79 -
2 Nati0.nal armories - - - - - 9i,447 75 -
3 Arsenals - - - - - - - 52,51:3 62 
4 Arming and equipping the militia - - - 24,145 76 68,516 45 
5 Supplying arsenals with certain ordn~nce stores - - 22,502 64 
6 Armament of fortifications · - - - 22,712 00 41,563 50 
7 Purchase of gunpowder, &c. - - - - 2,775 51 
8 Purchase of light field artillery - - - - 10,67i 50 7,200 00 
9 Accoutrements for the army - - - - 5,283 28 -
10 Copper rifle flask::: - - - - - - 9,880 00 -
11 Constructing furnaces for heating shot - - - -
12 Purchase of cannon balls - - - - - -
13 Percussion cannon locks - - - - - 10,000 00 
14 Elevating machines - - - - - 1,799 53 -15 Sponges, &c., for field artillery and battering cannon - -
16 National armory at Harper's Ferry - - - 2,234 78 -
17 Rifle factory at Harper's Ferry - - - - 432 91 -
18 River wall, tilt hammer shop, at Harper's Ferry - - 8,450 00 -
19 Completion of machinery in three workshops at Harper's 
Ferry - - - - - _ _ 9 74 -
20 New machinery for Harper's Ferry - - - - -
21 National armory at Springfield - - - - -
92 Additional machinery and fixtures, Springfield - - 24 00 -
23 Purchase of land, &c., at Mount Vernon arsenal - - -
24 Extending and repairing United States arsenal, Charleston - -
25 Blacksmith 5hop at Watertown - - - - 676 09 -
26 Maaazine at Baton Rouge - - - - - - -
27 Pur~hase of sites and construction of arsenals in Arkan-
sas, Missouri, and Tennessee - - - - 3,735 78 -
28 Purchase of site and constructing arsenal at Fayetteville, 
North Carolina - - - - - . -
29 Compensation to clerks in the Ordnance Office - - 2,124 71 -
30 Additional compensation to certain clerks - - 136 20 -
31 Contingent expenses of the Ordnance Office - - 365 42 -
32 Suppressing Indian hostilities - - - } 33 Pieventing and suppressing Indian hostilities - 21,418 62 -34 Purchase of powder - - - -
35 Protection of the northern frontier - - - -
---------
306,952 99 149,782 59 
421 
A-Continued. 





W) ~-.Od +-'<!) 
"d -
c:.o 
Third quarter of 1838. ~~ ~oS d2 
:;:l~ ._o... 
.g -oo ocJj 1f)-
~~~ ':f) .'!i .... - (l) '"d..d s:l <..) ~ S~- c:~ do (l) i£3 ..dM bO ::l2 ~ 
ro 0 0 c...o (l) (1).0 
bO bJJ §J5 ~ ..d .... .s .s -o 
'rl c ~..d 0.. d 0 
""' 
..... "d :;:l ;::j ~o~Jj .g 0 (l)<lJ <..) Q) ..d <-l"d 
:0 
<..) • 
>-<Q)~ c: c: ro <..l b1',.d0 da.. 
>. >-.~ b.O-M "@0... 
CQ ~ <!1 ~ 
- --------- - ----- -----
$;21) 682 41 - $130,141 51 $2,404 55 
103,013 42 - 415,054 42 
6!,032 44 217,435 00 44,605 35 
11,511 57 $10,718 64 272,974 75 15,550 48 
305 39 ,19,9:~5 36 83,163 44 6,962 :38 
19,513 1l 3,357 80 HH, 1i7 39 5,161 83 
29,970 95 - 32,746 46 29 05 
162 2G - 49,695 71 910 9R 
331 61 - 23,094 45 1,873 25 
- - 16,730 50 269 50 
- - 3,594 00 878 30 
- - 6,582 68 -
- 15,000 00 
1,606 25 - 5,013 14 2,351 32 
- - 622 90 
- 18,105 14 9,430 26 
118 81 - 3,348 58 94 43 
1 ,125 00 . - 25)07 93 16,259 68 
1,2~3 15 - 2,685 81 976 65 
-- -
- 745 73 3,525 81 
129 00 - 357 50 684 24 
- - 2,221 66 -
- 1,970 50 2,586 43 
59:1 30 - 7,483 00 -
- - 5,000 00 
8,775 59 - - 22,167 84 5,373 52 
- 14,091 76 
2,162 50 - 8,612 21 -
14- 16 - 437 86 
87 18 - 456 60 242 15 
3,619 53 - 54,660 21 16,050 19 
- - - 2,641 54 
----- ----- ------ ------
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ORDNANCE OFFICE, Novenzber 28, 1838. 
GEO. BOMFORD, 
Colonel of Ordnance. 
(I ] 422 
B. 
Statement showing the amount remaining i,~ the hands of each of the 
the 1st October, 1837; the amuunt rentitted to each from the Trca.-;ury, or 
hands of each front sales of public property, rent of pnblic blllldings 
each of the first three quarters of 1838; the arnounts accounted and 
vouch(J'S of e:1:penditures, or by evidences of transfers to other ogents, 
each at the end of each quarter. 
Fourth quar 
'"0 !-< • s~ ~ s~ GJ §..9 ~ ~§.,§ o...::; 
..0 
-o .... <!::o .2 >:::~ § ] ~~~ 
~'d h NAMES AND DESIGNATlON OP 
Q.) >::: 'g.£ dvo< .~ cl_ DI.SDURSING AGENTS. ~_, .;:< en !> Q ro-o .s § ~ scjoCL.> '- en ..O<li (!)~ CL.> 0.0 
~~~ ~c ~§; v .... 'd ro .::~ CL.> .... •M 0 >::: - (.) ,-.0 ::: ro i-1 c &:::: ~ ::len,_. 
~§.g - CL.> :;....~ o2 o c:su s~;::! ~ +->() 
~ -'. ~ 0 ScjO 0 td 
~ ~en "• ~ 
------ ----------
G. Born ford, Col. of Ordnance $2,306 25 - $2,306 25 H. K. Craig, Major " $16 ,038 25 27,491 00 - 44,429 25 J. W. Ripley, " " 44,266 81 - 44,2G6 81 Jno. 8y1Ilington, Captain " 16,196 58 4,353 00 - 20,5<19 58 \V. H. Bell, " " 98 75 - 98 75 E. Harding, " " 29,626 84 - 29,626 1 A. Mordecai, " " 449 64 800 00 l ,24-9 ti-l B. Huger, " " 7,306 20 20,380 00 $36 00 27,722 20 J. A. J. Bradford, " " ;~,681 76 11,810 00 - 15,491 j(j J. A. d'Lagnei, " " 591 47 3,013 00 - 3,f104 l7 W. Maynadier, " " 1,003 00 - 1.003 00 J. Williamson, Lieut. " 8,897 12 15,080 00 - 23,H!Ji 12 W. W. Lear, Maj. 4th lnf. 7,032 68 - 7,032 68 R. B. Lee; MaJ. 3d Artillery 958 00 7,880 00 - 8,838 00 S. Mackenzie, Capt. 2d " 36 82 2 70 - 39 52 J. B. Scott, Lieut. 4th " 90 00 - 90 00 M. Burke, Lieut. 3d " 3,626 84 - 3,626 84 -W. H. Bett~, Lieut. 1st " 800 94 750 00 1,550 91 D. Bedinger, Mil. Storekeeper 38,459 87 59,935 00 1,027 36 !l9 ,42-2 23 M. C. Buck, " " 6,245 24 19,946 20 - 26,191 H J. R. Butler, " " 1l,566 34 33,821 00 45,387 34 C. Howard, " " 20,157 31 52,000 00 1,572 Oi 73,729 ::s S. Lansing, jr. " " 603 10 4.3,000 00 258 75 43,861 85 S. H. Osgood, " " 824 93 824 93 -S. Perkins, " " 59 58 350 00 409 58 -W. L Poole, " " 70 78 70 78 - -L. L. VanKleeck " 12,607 59 12,607 69 - ..,. S. H. Webb, ,, " 3, 158 07 a, 15R 01 -J. H. VVeber, Sup. Lead Mine, - 580 00 - 50 00 M. McArther, Ordnance Sergt. 59 12 - - 59 12 
----- ----- ----------
Total - - 2D6,276 79 332,554 99 2,894 18 541,725 9.i 
4~3 [ 1 J 
B. 
disbursing agents of the Ordnance Department and unaccounted for on 
turned over to him by other agent or agents, and those which came into the 
or grounds, or from other sources, during the last quarter of 1837, and 
unaccounted for by each) in each of those quarters, by accounts and 
or of replacements in the Treasury ; and the balance unaccounted for by 
ter, 1837. 
.... .. ....: Q) Q) <JJ 
~ ~ >'-"" <8 
Q) 0 .... Q) !:::( 
"'d o'"' "'d 0 
0 'd.Jl~ Q) u Remarks. Cl.J E~~ ~ 
u 
"' P. :;:l Q 1-'1 ::l b.o- 0 ::::s Cl.J ....,ro>:: 0 
~ 
....., h"~ u Q) • 
$:1<l!"d C'j u .... 
5 g:S ~ . ~ ~<8 s ~ 0~ i::' 0 ~"d 
~ ~8 P..::l 8 ~(IJ 
--·-- ---- ---- --·------
$2,306 2!) - $2,306 25 
27,6~6 78 - 27,696 78 $1G,732 47 
7,816 50 - 7,816 50 36,450 3l 
10,960 47 - 10,9GO 47 9,589 11 
4 00 - 4 00 94 75 
19,412 :38 - 19,412 38 10,214 46 
099 09 - 9!J9 09 250 55 
19,353 96 - 19,~~53 96 8,368 24 
11 ,4:~5 07 - 11 ,43;j 07 4,056 69 
J ,880 75 - 1,880 75 1,723 72 
I ,376 45 - 1,376 45 Due disbursing agent $373 45. 
17,253 (i5 - 17,253 65 6,643 47 
fi,690 55 - 6,690 55 :342 13 
2,558 19 - 2,558 19 6,279 81 
35 10 - 35 10 L! 42 
116 30 llG 30 - Due disbursing agent $26 30. 
$3,626 St 3,626 84 
1,107 5!) - 1,107 59 443 35 
97,7:39 45 - 97,739 45 1,682 78 
14,756 63 - 14,'7.56 G3 11.434 81 
19,139 20 - 1!1,139 20 26;248 14 
58,381 51 - 58,384 51 15,344 87 
36,669 73 - 36,6fi9 73 7,Ul2 12 
li20 00 620 00 204 93 
3fi8 55 41 03 409 58 
3,620 55 - 3 620 55 Due disbursing agent $3,549 77. 
1,140 28 - 1:140 28 11 ,46i 31 
3 755 Ol - 3 755 01 Dne disbursing agent $596 9·1. '43G 20 -
1
436 20 143 80 
39 12 - 39 12 20 00 
---- - -------------
367,672 31 3,667 87 371,340 18 174,932 24 Due disbursing agents $4,516 46. 
[ I J 424 
B-Continued. 
First quar 
"'d ...... s.-a s ~ .... 
§<2 2 c (I) <ll o 0 o 0~ ..a 
<!::cd¢; ..... ~ 
"'d 
.... "-'0 B~ cd 
~c .... u5 "'d"'d NMvfES AND DESIGNATIO:-i OF c-o:::: (I) c '"d<8 cd~O' ..._.~Q)+-1 -~ cd~ 0'":1 DISBURSING AGENTS. ~C:c;; :;:. en I> Q s g3 0 ~.0 '""""' cd"' Q)~ .c ... -~ 8~ Q) '"'.-a cd '"OQ s:: ~ ht-i Q) ..... ~~ ·-< ::l ~~s .P <ll e~ !:len c;2 r-oo s..c::::::- 0~ oia . ?v::::~ ........ o s o;j 
I ~ ~ < <(jen E-i 
- -------- -----
G. Bomford, Col. of Ordnance $2,306 25 - as2,3os 25 
H. K. Craig, Major (( $16,732 47 8,0:H 00 21,756 47 
J. W. Ripley, " " 36,450 31 $319 52 36,760 83 -
J. Symington, Captain " 9,589 11 GOO 00 - 10,18011 
W.H.Bell, " " 9! 75 - 94 75 
E. Harding, " " 10,211 46 6,990 46 18 75 17,223 67 
A. Mordecai, " (( 250 55 400 00 650 55 
B. Huger, " " 8,:l68 24 7,500 00 36 00 15,904 21 
J. A. J. Bradford, " 4,056 69 12,223 00 - 16,519 69 
J. A. d'Lagnel, " " 1,723 72 500 00 - 2,2-23 72 
W. Maynadier," " 450 00 - 450 00 
J. ·williamson, Lieut. " 6,6,13 47 12,600 00 - 19,243 47 ·w. W. Lear, Maj. 4th Inf. 342 13 10,300 00 - 10,642 13 
R. B. Lee, Maj. 3d Artillery 6,279 81 - - G,2i9 81 
S. MacKenzie, Capt. 2d " 
J. B. Scott, Lieut. 4th " - -
W. H. Betts, Lieut. 1st " 443 35 1,150 00 - 1,593 35 
J. S. Abeel, Mil. Storekeeper - 41 03 41 03 
D. Bedinger, " <r 1,6H2 78 72,400 00 1,321 73 75,404 51 
M. C. Buck, " " 11,434. 81 3,161 00 - 14,598 81 
J. R. Butler, '' " 2fi,218 14 4,000 00 30,2-18 14 
C. Howard, (( " 15,344 87 50,915 00 1,479 44 67,7:39 31 
S. Lansing, jr. " c: 7,192 12 4,000 00 4.74 41 11 ,(i66 53 
S. H Osgood, " (( 204 93 1,500 00 1 '701 !)3 
W. L. Poole, " (( 4,200 00 75 00 4,275 00 r.. L. VanKleeck " 11,467 31 947 00 - 12,414 31 
S. H. Webb, " " - - - -
J. H.Weber,Supt.LeadMines 143 so 4 60 - 148 40 
M. 1\•lcArth n r, Ordnance Sergt. 20 00 - - 20 00 
------ ------ ---------
Total - - 175,377 82 20i,OG5 34 3,nt 85 383,168 01 
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--------- --- ---- ---
- $2,306 25 - $2,306 25 
- . 17,118 24 - 17,118 :24 $7,638 23 
- 7,791 63 - 7,7!H 63 28,9i8 20 
- 7,014 93 $1,500 00 8,514 99 1,674 12 
- 9i 75 -
- 14,915 31 - 14,915 31 2,308 36 
- 677 70 - 677 70 - Due the disbursing agent $27 15. 
- 9,180 09 - 9,180 09 G,72t 15 
- 12,802 55 - 12,802 55 3,777 14 
2,190 98 150 00 2,310 98 - Due the disbursing agent $117 26. 
$373 45 251 32 - 6:37 77 Due the disbursmg agent $177 '77. 
- 9,211 07 - 9,211 07 10,032 40 
- 10,558 83 - 10,558 83 83 30 
- 1,619 95 - 1,619 95 4,659 86 
26 30 62 7G - 89 06 Due the disbursing agent $89 Oo. 
- 1,481 27 - 1,481 27 112 08 
- 41 03 -
- 47,501 98 - 4i,fl01 98 27,!)02 53 - 12,468 81 - 12,468 81 2,130 00 - 2:3,80!) 05 - 22,809 05 7,43!) 0!) 
- 42,!)40 70 - •12,910 70 24,798 61 
- 17, 17!) 6!l 488 00 17,GG7 69 Due disbursing agent $6,001 16 
400 00 - 400 00 1,304 93 
3,549 77 1,630 48 5,1?0 25 - Due the disbursing agent $905 25. 
537 32 1,086 94 1,62<1 26 10,790 05 
596 !)4 281 62 - 881 56 - Due the disbursing agent $881 56. 
- 3!Ji 25 - 391 25 Due the disbursing agent $245 85. 
- - - - 20 00 
--------- -----------
4,546 46 213,332 81 3,224 94 -J51,104 24 l40,50R 83 Due disbur:>ing agents $8,4·15 06. 
[ 1 ] 
NA:\.IE 'AND DESiGNATION OF 
~SBURSING AGENTS. 
G. Born ford, Col. of Ordnance 
H. IL Craig, Major " 
J. Vv. Ripley, " " 
Jno.· Symmgton, Captain " 
'V. H. Be11, " " 
E. Harding, " 11 
A. Mordecai, " " 
B. Finger, " '-
G. D. Ramsey, " " 
J. A. d'Lagnel " " 
W. 1\'laynaclier, " " 
Jno. Williamson, Lieut. " 
\V. \V. Lear, M,tj. 4th Infantry 
R. B. Lee, Maj. 3d Artillery 
J. B. Scott, Lieu. 4th " 
\V. H. Betts, Lieat. 1st " 
J . S. Abeel, Mil. Storekeeper 
D. Bedinger, " " 
J. R. Bmler, " " 
w. J. Cowan, " " 
C. Howard, " " 
S. Lansing, jr. " " 
S. H. Osgood, " " 
\\T. L . Poole, " " 
L. L. VanKleeck " " 
S. H. Webb, " " 
J. H. ·weber, Supt. Lead Mines 


































































1 331 03 
i4: 176 86 
41,708 44 
22,575 59 



















- 144,185 92 28·2,231 06 2, 709 55 ·129,126 53 8,415 06 
-----------------------~--------~--------~-------L----~--~-------1 




~ ~ Q) ...; "' . 
..0 g;o-;:: <£ i:i :::.1 w 0 "~ "U 0 . ~ 'Up.: .::: Q,; <:.) 
~ 5'o·'""' i:l 
C) Remark:>. Q,; Ci:l 
P. j-.r;<:j • ~ s::: l><j 2 r.-""g ~ 0 ::s Cl) <:.) 
~ ~J:l ~ ~ 
<:.) Q)..: ro g<£ :::.1 gao..~ ~ . 0 Q'"d . s SE~~ 0 ~w 
~ ~ E-i ~ 
.. 
' ·-------·-- ---~-- __. 
$2,260 91 - $2,260 91 
B9,317 20 - 39,317 20 $6,491 03 
9,825 15 9,825 15 19,153 05 ~ 
4,203 01 $1,054 00 5,257 01 2,613 11 
365 4~ 365 42 .129 33 
9,566 35 2,741 36 12,307 71 
8,216 25 
4:t 6·2 
8,243 40 1,259 31i 
8,375 50 8,418 12 8,120 57 
12,247 59 - 12,217 59 10,882 41 
804 41 - 921 67 3,703 33 
360 02 2 00 !J39 79 1,660 21 
7,599 40 - 7,599 40 6,:3:33 00 
13,8!)9 98 - 13,899 98 6,263 32 70<1 46 - 70<1 46 3,955 ·iO 
48 07 - 137 13 - Due the disbursing agent $102 62. 
791 34 - 791 34 570 74 
1,328 10 - 1,328 10 2 93 
67,151 6Gl - 67,151 62 7,025 24 
25,046 7:3 29i 01 25,343 74 19,364 70 
15 604 65 - 15,604- 65 6,970 94 
42:fi53 19 - 42,653 19 Due the disbursing agent $2,462 08. 
2:3,585 OJ - 29,586 17 3,843 83 
1,407 25 - 1,407 25 897 68 
- 905 25 1,594 75 Account for 2d quarter not received . 
1,:~65 2() 
' -
1 ,3G5 26 9,424 _79 
2,330 08 - 3, ~ll 64 - Due the disbursing agent $711 64. 
288 00 - ·, 533 85 166 15 
7 us - 7 68 42 32 
---- ---- ---- --- -
29~,352 63 4, 1.~6 99 311,934 68 120,468 19 Due disbursing agents $3,276 31. 
[ 1 J 






-------------: ----------- ---·~ ------ ---
G. Bamford, Col. of Ordnance 
H. K. Craig, Maj. " 
M.P. Lomax, " " 
J. vV. Ripley, " " • 
Jno. Symington, Capt. " 
W. H. Hell, " " 
A. Mordecai, '' " 
B. Boger, " " 
J. A. d'Lagnel, " " 
W. Maynadier, " " 
J. \Vill[amson, Lieut. " 
W. W. Lear, Maj. 4th Inf:mtry 
R. B. Lee, Maj. 3d Artillery 
,V, H. Betts, Lieut. 1st " 
J. S. Abeel, Mil. Storekeeper 
D. Bedinger, " " 
J\f. C. Buck, " " 
J. rt. Butler, " " 
D. Butler, " " 
W. J. Cowan, " " 
C. Howard, " " 
J. Lansing, jr. " " 
S. H. O::.good, " " 
W. L. Poole, " " 
L. L. VanKleeck," " 
S. I-I. \V ebb, :' " 
J. II. w· eber, Supt. Lead Mines 
M. Adler - - -
M. McArthur, Ordnance Serg't 




] ,259 36 
8,120 57 











































$2, 176 6G 
13,3GG 91 
9,390 2t 




19, 16!) 57 
3,703 33 














1 ,5!H 75 







---------- ----- -----1----1 
Total 
- 113 '469 99 268,286 1!) 1 '933 87 383,692 05 2' 16~ 08 
ORDNANCE OFFICE, 
Washington, November 28, 1838. 
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Q) (.) Remarks. 
Q) OJ <l.J·"""" i:i CJ 
s::... l=!b.Ci • 
ro 
~ ro"d i':' ::1 1=1 ~ 0 ~ 
Q) _.I-<(!)~ C) 
i: 
~Q.Jc:.J(/) C) Q),_; 
p...C: ro ro ro g.£ 
~ gOP.E ~ 0 rn"d 
s s.s~E-~ 0 ~(!) 
~ ~ E-1 P=l - -- --------- -----
$Z, 176 GG $2 '176 66 
3,950 15 $9,416 76 13,366 9L 
643 60 - 643 GO $8,752 68 
13,208 53 13,208 53 5,944 5~ 
1,361 74 8,313 59 9,675 33 5,227 78 
80 43 48 90 129 33 
1 ,665 ll 594 25 2,259 36 
9,4G3 46 - 9,463 46 9,706 11 
2,037 12 - 2,037 12 1,6()5 21 
1,368 76 - 1,368 7G 521 45 
4,298 08 - 4 ,298 08 6,534 9:2 
4,724 70 - 4,724 70 1,538 62 
- 3,955 40 Account for 3d quarter not received. 
239 42 691 32 930 74 
250 94 - 250 94. 1 99 
60,793 97 - ()0,793 97 Due the disbursing agent $17,616 17. 
19,2L7 95 19,2L7 !}5 10,588 96 
14,569 55 203 56 14,773 ll 33,995 15 
4,764 55 - 4,7()4 55 785 26 
16,285 12 - 16,285 12 4,291 77 
53,925 53 - 56,387 61 11,004 89 Due the disbursing agent $14,160 82. 48,076 40 - 48,076 4.0 
4,341 15 - 4,3H 15 335 68 - 1,594 75 Account for 3d quarter not received. 
13,153 35 - 13,153 35 2,950 44 
3,557 66 - 3,557 66 
Due the disbursing agent $269 30. 
166 15 Account for 3d quarter not received. -
6 75 - 6 75 242 15 
41 75 - 41 75 57 
----- ----- --------
284,202 43 19,268 38 305,932 89 109,905 45 Due disbursing agents $32,046 29. 
GEO. BOMFORD, 
Colonel of Ordnance. 
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c. 
Statement of work done and articles fabricated, ]Jrocurcd, and rrpaire:d 
at the national and private arrnor-ies and ordnance stations1 front the 
lsl October, 1837, to the 30th September, 1838, inclusive. 
MADE AND PROCURED. 
Class 1. Class 3-Continued. 
No. No. 
21 12 pounder brass cannon. 233 Ladles and staves, assorted. 
16 9 pounder brass cannon. 164 \Vorms and staves, assorted. 
10 6 pounder brass cannon. 88 Lead aprons, assorted. 
42 24 pounder brass howitzers. 126 Tarpaulings. 
13 12 pounder brass howitzers. 207 Bricoles. 
1 12 pd'r brass mountain howitzer. 20 Prolongs. 
13 42 pounder iron cannon. 2:~5 Tompions and collars. 
58 24 pounder iron cannon. 185 Priming horns. 
2 12 pounder iron cannon. 154 Priming wires. 
18 6 pounder iron cannon. 6 Gunner's belts. 
1 24 pounder iron howitzer. 42 Gunner's haversacks. 
J 12 pounder iron howitzer. 7 Gunner's gimlets. 
2 12 pounder malleable iron cannon. 1,525 Spon~es. 
3 9 pounder malleable iron cannon. 47 Sponge covers. 
8 6 poundermalleableiron cannon. 90 Sponge buckets. 
2 24 pd'r malleable iron howitzers. 180 Tar buckets. 
2 12 pd'r malleable .iron howitzers. 70 Water buckets. 
360 Lin stocks. 
Class 2. 350 Portfire stocks. 
1,708 Portfire cases. 
14 42 pounder upper casemate car- 846 Portfire clippers. 
r.iages, iron. 39 Tube pouches. 
7 32 P?tmder. upper casemate car- 42 Sets artillery harness for 11 horses. 
nages, uon. 7 Artillery saddles. 
3 24 P?under. upper casemate car· 642 Traversing handspikes. 
nages, uon. 138 Truck handspikes. 
12 Sets castings for casemate car- 106 Trail handspikes. 
riages, iron. 9;3 Sets implement 5traps. 
. 6 Sets chasses apparatus, iron . 164 Bridge barrels. 
6 32 pounder barbette carriages. 1,52ti Cannon locks, percussion. 
17 24 pounder barbette carriages. 6 Thnmbstalls. 
91 32 pd'r upper barbette carriages. 1 Thermometer. 
49 24 pd'r upper barbette carriages. 4 Sets verifying instruments. 
18 24 pounder casemate carriages. 
18 42 pounder casemate chasses. Class 4. 
73 32 pounder casemat~ chasses. 
16 24 pounder casemate chasses. 3,253 42 pounder cannon balls. 
39 32 pounder barbette chasses. 28,700 32 pounder cannon balls. 
55 24 pounder barbette chasses. 802 24 pounder cannon balls. 
6 12 pd'r field carriages, stock trail. 50 9 pounder cannon balls. 
4 6 pd'r field carriages, slock trail. 199 6 pounder cannon balls. 
14 6 pd'r field carriages, gribeaural. 3,482 10 inch shells. 
8 6 pounder carriages, truck wheel. 1,171 8 inch shells. 
6 24 pounder howitzer carriages. tiS 12 pounder grape shot. 
4 12 pounder mountain howitzer 48 6 pounder grape shot. 
carriages. 7,977 6 pounder canister shot. 
7 Caissons, assorted. 250 6 pounder spherical case shot. 
72 Elevating machines. 50 Iron standi) tor grape shot. 
I Travelling forge. 
Class 5. 
Class 3. 
60 12 pounder grape shot, fixed. 
122 Sponges and rammers, assorted. 122 6 pounder grape shot, fixed. 
375 Rammers and s ·aves, assorted. 60 12 pounder canister shot, fixed. 
288 Sponges and stave!!>, assorted. 2,349 6 pounder canister shot, fixed. 
19 Ladles and worms, assorted, 780 6 pounder strapped shot, fixed. 
431 [ I ] 
C-Continued. 
MADE AND PROCURED. 
Class 6. Class 8-Continued. 
No. No. 
25,970 Muskets, armory, complete, 24,000 Carbine blank cartridges. 
6,300 Mu::.kets, contract. 81,883 Pound:> musket bullets. 
1,900 Hall's rifles. 9,357 Pounds pistol bullets. 
119 Common rifles. 28,095 Pounds rifle bullets. 
2 Ilifles, peculiar pattern. 37,183 Pounds buck shot. 
1,860 Hall's carbines. 1,962 £lockets. 
12,500 Pistols. 308 Rocket cases. 
1,000 A rtillcry swords. 463,500 Percussion caps. 
3,330 Sabres. 4,o63 Portfires. 
683 Priming boxes. 
Class 7. 790 Fuses, full. 
36 Pounds quick match. 
S6,199 Screwdrivers, assorted . 1,100 Pounds nitre. 
59,425 "\Vipers. 300 Ponnds charcoal, refined . 
7,362 Ball screws. 103,178 Pounds Laboratory paper. 
2,655 Spring vices. 2,255 Cannon wads. 
483 Bullet moulds. 
4,500 Sets infantry accoutrements, com- Class 9. 
plete. 
4,000 Sets rifle accoutrements, complete. 15 Axletrees. 
10,069 Cartridge boxes, infantry. 210 "\Vheels. 
2,652 Cartridge boxes1 dragoon. 9 Sets artillery harness for .4 horses . 
14,988 Cartridge box belts. 4 Sets wagon harness for 4 horses. 
9,186 Bayonet scabbards. 41 Sets cart harness. 
15,675 Bayonet belts. 4 Bridles. 
1,el00 Artillery sword belts. 7 Saddles. 
4,345 Sabre belts. 10 Collars. 
587 Rifle flasks and belts. 1,@94 Canisters. 
3,948 Rifle pouches. 7,431 Canister and shot blocks, 
5,467 Rifle pouch belts. 7,319 Cartridge box blocl\s. 
2,100 Rifle flasks. 3 Sets gin blocks. 
15,526 Waist belts. i2 Sheave£ for blocks. 
51,949 Belt plates. 
1,575 Pairs of holsters. 
Class 10. 591 Housings. 
18,232 Gunslings. 
5 Wagons, common. 762 Carbine swivels. 
53,800 Flint caps. 1 "\'Vagon, truck. 
1,750 Flints. 10 Carts, common. 
27,200 Brushes and picks. 2 Carts, hand. 
3 Drays. 
Class S. 1 Sling cart. 
G Chains for slin·g cart, 
37,700 Pounds powder, cannon. 2 Sleighs. 
127,000 Pounds powder, musket. 13 Wheelbarrows: 
60,000 Pounds powder, rifle. 1 Steam engine. 
1,200 Pounds powder, mealed. 1 Fire engine. 
18 42 pounder flannel cartridges. 466 Feet hose. 
375 32 pounder flannel cartridges. 3 Pairs hose screws. 
100 24 pounder flannel cartridges. 2 Mortising machines. 
3, 1:~o 12 pounder flannel cartridges. 7 Hydrants. 
110 9 pounder flann~l cartridges. 2 Ploughs. 
4,965 6 pounder flannel cartridges. 1 Set scales and weights. 
97 12 pounder mountain howitzer 1 Patent balance. 
cartridges. 2 Turning lathes. 
12, l!H Cartridge bags, assorted. 1 Furnace for hot shot. 
2;061,446 Musket ball and buck shot car- 2 Boats. 
tridges. 4 Gondolas. 
25,000 Pistol ball cartridges. 4 Eprouvette balls. 
167,410 Carbine ball cartridges. 1,763 Arm chests. 
115,679 Rifle ball cartridges. 18 Horses. 
64,280 Musket blank cartridges. 4 Oxen. 
[ 1 l 432 
0-Con tinued. 
MADE AND PROCURED. 
Part second. ]Tonrnongen; -Continued. 
No. LJO. 
4,135 ¥ ards flannel. 1,635 Pounds emery. 
1,2!)-t Yards duck, linen. 1,~97 Pounds glue. 
32 Yards cluck, cotton . 697 Quires sand paper. 
240 Yards ticking. 
119 Yards Iinsey. Lab01·atoTy stores. 
91i Yards warse linen. 
581 Yards coarse c0tton. 6 Pounds muriatic acid. 
17 Pounds oakum. 399 Pounds nitric acid. 
,435 Pounds junk. 1,796 Pounds sulphuric acid. 
5,246 Pounds rope, white. 14 Pounds allum. 
143 Pound~ rope, tarred. 2 Pounds antimony. 
79 Ponnds tow. 1 Pound arsenic. 
702 Pounds thread . 124 Gallons alcohol. 
l,OB5 Pounds twine. 102 Gallor.s whiskey. 
14ti Pounds yarn, woollen. 1i5 Pounds beeswax. 
130 Yards webbing. 40!) Pounds borax. 
l$7 Pieces sash cord. 63 Pounds candles. 
10 Pounds copperas. 
Forage. :n Pounds oximuriate of potash. 
16G Pounds flour. 
10,5!)4 Bushels corn, oats, meal, &c. 12 Pounds gum arabic. 
435,819 Pounds hay, straw, fodder, &c. 17 Pounds gum camphor. 
38 Pounds gum copal. 
Ironmongery. 15 Pounds gum shellac. 
723 Pounds rosin. 
1,277,150 Pounds iron, bar, assorted. 38 Pounds sal ammoniac. 
470,561 Pounds iron castings. 819 Pouads s0ap. 
59,811 Pounds steel. 1,38L Pound::; spelter. 
2,435 Pounds tin, block. 2,356 Pounds tallo¥'. 
5,950 Sheets tin. 4 Pounds tobacco. 
53,260 Pounds lead. 438 Pounds oil of vitriol. 
3,685 Pounds brass. 12 Pounds blue vitriol. 
9,754 Ponnds copper. 2,6I6 Pounds woollen rags. 
9,348 Pounds r<~mpositi~n castings. 1,415 Pounds zinc. 
Sol Feet lea<l water pipe. 
2,077 Feet tin water pipe. Ca1Yiage ti'KLbe1·, lumber, building 
312 Feet tin gutter. mate1·ials, q:.c. 
1,291 Pounds wire, brass. 
2,339 Pounds wire, iron. 97,172 Feet gun carriage timber. 
27,776 Pounds nails, cut. 131,600 Feet oak timber. 
I, l!JO Pounds nails, wrought. 82,77R Feet pine timber. 
86,600 Brads. 480 Feet pine timber cubic measure. 
2,605 Nails, copper. 2,111 Feet cypress timber cubic measure. 
68,720 Sprigs. 40,814 Feet assorted timber. 
395,200 Tacks. 751 Logs. 
665 Gross screws. 739,916 Feet boards and plank. 
9,287 Pounds spikes. 203,046 Feet scantling. 
1,411 Pairs hinges. 34,199 Feet joist. 
31H Locks. 3,7(}1 Feet mahogany. 
489 Bolts. G0,367 L::Jthcs. 
89 Knobs. 132,300 Shingles. 
215 Latches. 3,84(} Fence posts. 
5 Grates. 4,540 Hooppoles. 
4 Kettles. 32,336 Musket stocks. 
7 Pots. 2,607 Rifle stocks. 
32 Brass cocks. 42 Naves. 
123 Nave boxes. 783 Spokes. 
57 Jack chains. 9 Felloes. 
144 Trace chaias. 2,857,558 BriCks. 
107 Pounds bristles. 10,358 Fire bricks. 
257 Pounds chalk. 709 Perches building stone. 
433 [ 1 J 
C-Continued. 
MADE AND PROCURED. 
Carriage timber, if•c.-Continu , d. Statione1·y-Contin ued. 
No. No. 
4,103 Feet stone, cut and he\\·n. 252 Quires envelope paper. 
237 Square~ of !:>late. 199 Quires wrapping paper. 
2,09!) Slates. 100 Sheets drawing paper. 
15,389 Bushels lime. 8,614 Quills. 
414 Bushel~ cement. 508 Pencils. 
10,303 Bushels sand. 243 Steel pencils. 
149 Bushels hair. 28 Pounds sealing wax. 
8 Pounds wafers. 
Leather. 111 Pounds black sand. 
256 Pieces tape. 
6,206 Pounds leather, assorted. 12 Piet PS braid. 
2,33i Siue!:l leather, assorted. 18 Gallons ink, black. 
3,594 Sides buff. 4 Gallons ink, red. 
140 Bear skins. , 112 Calf skins. 'l'ools. 
10 Deer skms. 
24 Goat skim;. 50,172 Pieces blacksmiths', cad.enters', 
!l Hog skins. artificers', &c., assorte . 
22 Sheep skins. 11 Tool chests. 
2,752 Bushels old leather. 48 Grindstones. 
Paints, oils, if-c . 
105,511 Pounds grindstones. 
11/Iiscellanem~s. 
2,32!) Pounds paints, in oil, as ·')rted. 
30,303 I4,m>O Pounds paints, dry, as:sorted. Bushels coal, pit. 
200 Pounds litharge. 180,099 Bushels coal, char. 
72 Pounds putty. 539,228 Pound!:> coal, anthracite. 
3,202 Pounds whiting. 2,499 Cords fire wood. 
9'"' Gallons varnish, assorted. 477 Ammunition boxes. .>
90 Gallons lacker. 677 Ammunition kegs. 
120 Gallons pit-coal tar. 10 Am munition sacks. 
410 Gallons common tar. 2,433 Packing boxes. 
4,352 Gallons oils, assorted. 13 Barrels. 
382 Gallons spirits of turpentine. 9 Tierces. 
8,716 Feet glass. 5 Puncheons. 
1,581 Lights glass. 1,671 Powder barrels. 
634 Brooms. 
Station£?'Y. 14 Demijohns. 
20 Jugs. 
111 Blank books. 26 Jars. 
30 Quires blank accounts. 23 Oil cans. 
2,fl95 Quires writing paper. 22 Bushels ~alt. 
REPAIRED. 
No. No. 
20 18 pounder carriages. 265 Rifles, r~aired. 
1 6 potmder carriage. 1,072 Hall's ri es. 
8 Rammers and sponges. 164 Carbines. 
10 Ladles and w0rms. 582 Pistols. 
50 Bridge barrels. 141 Sabres. 
443 6 p<mnder strapped shet. 34 Artillery swords. 
775 6 pounder canister shot. 32 Screw drivers. 
11 Gunners quadrants. 40 Wipers. 
9 Lint stocks. 11 Ball screws. 
7 Portfire stocks. 6 Spring vices. 
9,942 Muskets. 46 Bullet moulds. 
568 Muskets cleaned and oiled. 163 Infantry cartridge boxes. 
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Cartridge box beltg. 
Bayonet belts. 
Sword belts. 
Rifle flasks and belts. 
Pairs holsters. 
Flannel cartridges, assorted. 
Ball and buck shot cartridges. 
Sets artillery harness. 


















Pounds nitre, refined. 
Files, recut. 
ORDNANCE OFFICE, 
Washington, November 28, 1838. 
GEORGE BOMFORD, 
· Colonel of Ordnance. 
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D. 
Strttement of the arms and accoutrements, <:foe. procured, and the expendi-
tures made under the act }or m·ming and equipping the militia, from the 
1st October·; 1837, to the 30th September, 1838. 
11 twelve-pounder brass guns. 
lO nine-pounder brass guns. 
38 twenty-four pounder brass howitzers. 
4 twelve-pounder brass howitzers. 
17 six-pounder iron guns. 
6 twelve-pounder carriages with implements and equipments complete. 
16 six-pounder carriages with implements and equipmeRts complete. 
6 twenty-four-pounder howitzer carriages. 
2 twelve-pounder howitzer carriages. 
4 sets of artillerv harness. 
6,300 muskets, complete. 
640 carbines, complete. 
7,050 pistols, complete. 
1,877 cavalry sabres. 
1,000 artillery swords. 
7,801 infantry cartridge-boxes. 
10,991 cartridge-box belts. 
9,425 bayonet scabbards. 
11,561 bayonet scabbard-belts. 
12:391 gun-slings. 
1,135 waist-belts. 
2,983 rifle pouches. 
2,650 rifle pouch belts. 
1,555 pistol cartridge boxes. 
900 holsters, (pairs.) 
3,361 sabre belts. 
800 sword belts. 
5,158 belt plates. 
EXPENDITURES. 
Amount paid for arms, &c. - • S262,499 OS 
Amount paid for inspection, packing-boxes, storage, and distri-




Washington, November 28, 1838. 
GEORGE BOMFORD, 
Colonel of Ordnance. 
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E. 
Apportionment of arms to the militia for the year 1 837, under the act ol 
1808,jor arming and equipping the 'whole body oftlte militia. 
NumberoJ 
States and Territories. Date of return. Number of armsappor-
militia. tioned m 
musket~ . . 
Maine - - - Dec. 31, 1837 41,515 452 
New Hampshire - - June 26, 1837 27,104 295 
Massachusetts - - Dec. 30, 1837 46,702 508 
Vermont - - - March 20, 1824 25,581 279 
Rhode Island - - Dec. 31, 1832 5,488 59 
Connecticut - - Dec. 19, 1837 ~6,738 291 
New York - - Dec. 30, 1837 180,537 1,962 
New Jersey - - Dec. 2, 1829 39,171 426 
Pennsylvania - - Feb. 26, 1834 202,281 2,199 
Delaware - - 1827 9,229 101 
Maryland - - Dec. 20, 1837 46,861 510 
Virginia - - - Dec. 6, 1837 101,611 1,105 
North Carolina - - Jan. 21, 1838 65,218 709 
South Carolina - - Jan. 25, 1833 51,112 556 
Georgia - - - Dec. 5, 1834 48,569 527 
Alabama - - - Feb. 23, 1838 4,610 51 
Louisiana - - Jan. 1, 1830 14,808 161 
Mississippi - - Dec. 6, 1830 25,210 274 
Tennessee - - Dec. 31. L830 72,991 793 
Kentucky - - Dec. 1 o; 1837 72,228 786 
Ohio - - - Feb. 29, 1836 173,214 1,882 
Indiana - - - Jan. 4, 1833 53,913 587 
Illinois - - - Jan. I, 1831 27,386 298 
Missouri - - - Feb. 14, 1835 6,170 68 
Arkansas - - Dec. 16, 1825 2,028 
' 
23 
Michigan - - Nov. 28, 1831 5,476 59 
Florida Territory Nov. 8, 1831 2,413 26 
Wisconsin 'rerritory -
District of Columbia Nov. 20, 1832 1,249 13 
------ -----
Total - - - 1,379,413 15,000 
l 
ORDNANCE OFFICE, 
Washington, November 28, 1838. 
GEORGE BOMFORD, 
Colonel of Ordnance. 
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F. 
Statement of the ordnance and ordnance stores distributed to the militia, 
unde1 the act of April, 1808, from 1st October, 1837, to 30th September, 
1838. 
6 twelve-pounder brass guns. 
1~ nine·-pounder brass guns. 
8 six-pounder brass guns. 
34 twenty-four-pounder brass howitzers. 
6 twelve-pounder iron guns. 
64 six-pounder iron guns. 
2 twenty-four-pounder iron howitzers. 
6 twelve-pounder carriages, with implements and equipments complete. 
6 nine-pounder carriages, with implements and equipments complete. 
66 six-pounder carriages, with implements and equipments complete. 
4 twenty-four ponnder howitzer carriages, with implements and eqnip-
ments comp~te. 
10 caissons. 
7,323 muskets, with appendages complete. 
1.986 common rifles, with appendages complete. 
1 ;465 Hall's rifles, with appendages complete. 
1.1.30 carbines, with appendages complete. 
s;423 pistols, with appendages complete. 
8,323 sabres. 
100 artillery swords. 
3,504 sets of infantry accoutrements. 
1,493 sets of rifle accoutrements. 
3.047 sets of cavalry implements. 
'500 holsters. 
100 artillery sword belts. 
,.T'he whole.being equivalent, in value, to twenty-nine thousand seven hun-
dred and eighty-one muskets. 
ORDNANCE OFFICE, 
WashinF;ton, 1Vovember 28, 1838. 
GEORGE BOMFORD. 
Colonel of Or,dnance. 
... 
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G. 
Statement of the m·tillery) small ar·my: accoutrements, and other ordnance 
stores, issued to the troops and the Engineer 1J6partu'tent, j1·orn the 1st 
October, 1837, to 30th September, 1838. 
Class L 
No. I 
7 6 potwder .iron guns mounted 
complete. 
4 I 24 pounder iron howitzers mount-
ed complete. 
4 I 6 pounder brass guns mounted 
complete. 
2 1 12pounderbrasshowitzersmonnt-
l etl complete. 
5 12 pounder bra~s mountain how-
itzers mounted complete. 
Class 2. 





























Ladles and worms. 
Sponges, woollen yarn. 
Dark lanterns. 












Tongs for hot shot. 
Ladle: for hot shot. 
Class 'l. 
300 1 12 pounder cannon balls. 
950 6 pounder cannon balls. 
2i5 24 pounder shells. 
200 Pound::; of mixed loo,·e grape shot. 
Class 5. 
60 f; pounder strapped shot fixed. 
25 24 pounder strapped shells fixed. 
260 12'pounder strapped shells fixed. 
470 12 pounder grape shot fixed. 
60 12 pounder canister shot fixed. 
570 6 pounder canister shot fixed. 
50 6 and 24 pounder howitzer can-
























































Common rifles complete. 






Sets of infantry accoutrrmenL~. 
Sets of rifle a~:coutrements. 
Sets of cavalry accoutrement.. 
Infantry cartridge boxes. 
Bayonet belts. 
Ca.rtridge box belts. 
Gun slings. 




Carbine cartridge boxes. 
'\V aist belts. 
Pairs holsters. 
Holster covers. 
Carbine slings and swivels. 
Buckets and strap«. 











Pounds of cannon powder. 
Pounds of musket powde1. 
Pounds of rifle powder. 
Pounds of mealed powder. 
Pounds of refined nitre. 
Pounds of pulverized charcoal. 
1'2 pounder cartridges. 
9 pounder cartridges. 
6 pounder cartridges. 
2-1 pounder howitzer cartridges. 
6 pounder cartridge bags. 
24 pounder howitzcrcartriug'e hags. 
Musket ball cartridges. 
Musket ball and buck shot car-
tridges. 
Musket blank cartridge1'. 
Rifle ball cartridges 



























Class 8-Continued. \ i 
Carbine blank cartridges. I 
Pistol ball cartridges. \ 
Pi8tol ball and buck shot cartrid-
ges. 
Pistol blank cartridges. I 
Pounds cartridge paper. II 
Priming tubes filled. 
Fuses filled. 
Percussion primers. ' 
Portfires. 
Pounds of slow match. 




Pounds of musket bullets. 
Pounds of rifle bullets. 




Swingle tree bars. 









































Yards of flannel. 
Pounds woollen thread. 
Pounds junk. 
Pounds twine. 





Gallons refined whiskey. 
Gallons lacker. 
Pounds white lead. 
Gallons spirits of turpentine. 
Gallons linseed oil. 
Pounds verdigris. 
Pounds litharge. 
Pounds lamp black. 
Gallons browning. 
Paint brushes .• 





Sets of powder measures. 
Shot gauge. 
Shell gauge. 
Washington , f\lo vember 28. 1838. 
GEORGE BOMFORD, 
Colonel of urdnance. 
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No.9. 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OP INDIAN AFFAIRS. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Office Indian Affairs, Novamver 25, 1838. 
Srn.: In compliance with your directions, the following report is made 
of the transactions of this office for the lust year. 
The most striking feature of the peculiar relations that the Indians bear 
to the United States is their removal to the west side of the Mississippi-a 
change of residencg, effected under treaties, and with the utmost regard to 
their comfort that the circumstances of each admitted. The advance of 
white settlements, and the consuming effect of their approach to the red 
man's home, had long b~en observed by the humane with pain, as leading 
to the speedy extinction of the weaker party. But it is not believed 1 but any 
suggestion of the policy now in a course of execution, was anthoritatively 
made prior to the commeucernent of the pr~sent century. Since it has 
repeatedly, and at various intervals, received the sanction of the chief mag-
istrates of the United States, and of one or the other House of Co11gress, 
without, however, any definite action prior to the law passed eight years 
ago. '-rreaty engagements had been previously made for their removal 
west with several of the tribes, but the act referred to was a formal and gen-
eral recognition of the measure, as desirable in re~rd of all the Indians 
within any State or Territory east of the Mississippi. vVhatever apprehen-
sions might have been honestly entertained of the results of this scheme, 
the arguments in favor of its adoption, dednced from observation, and the 
destructive effects of a continuance in their old positions, are so far strength-
ened by the success attendant upon its execution, as to have con vincrd all, 
it is thought, of the humane and benevolent terJde11cy of the measure. 
Experience had shown, that however commendable the efforts to meliorate 
a savctge surrounded by a white population, they were not compensated to 
any great extent by the gratification which is the best reward of doing good. 
A few individuals, in a still smaller numb,~r of tribes, have been educated, 
and profited by the opportunities afforded them to bec::>me civilized and 
highly respectable men,bnt the mass has retrograded, givinghythe contrast 
greater prominency to their more wisely judging brethren. ""\·Vhat can evetJ 
the moral and educated Indian promise himself in a white settlement 'J 
Equality he does not, and cannot possess, and the influence that is the jnst 
possession of his qualities, in the ordinary Sl)cial relations of life, is denied 
him. Separated from deteriorating associations with white men, the re-
verse will be the fact. A fair and wide field will be open before him, in 
"·hich he can eultivate the moral and intellectual virtuP.s of tho human 
beings around him, and aid in elevating them to the highest condition 
which they are cc:tpable of reachiBg. lf these views are correct, the reflec-
tion is pleasant that is derived from the belief that a greater sacrifice of feel-
ing is not made in their removal, than falls to the lot of our fellow-citizens, 
in the numerous changes of residence, that considerations of bettering their 
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condition are daily producing. Indeed, it cannot be admitted to be so great, 
for while the white man moves west or south, accompanied by his family 
only, the Indians go by tribes, carrying with them all the pleasures of an-
cient acquaintance, common habits, and common interests. It can scarcely 
be contended that they are more susceptible of suffering at the breaking up 
of local associations than we are, for apart from their condition not favor-
ing the indulgence of the finer feelings, fi:tet proves that they sell a part of 
their possessions without reluctance, and leave their cabins and burial 
places, and the mounds and monuments which wen~ the objects of their 
pride or affection, for a remote position in the same district. For whatever 
they have ceded to the United States, they ha,·e been amply compensated. 
I speak not of former times, to which reference is not made, but of later 
days. The case of the Cherokees is a striking- example of the liberality of 
the Government in all its branches. By the treaty, they had stipulated tore-
move west of the Mississippi withitt two years from its ratification, which 
took place on the 23d of May, 1836. 'I'he obligations of the United States, 
State rights, and acts by virtue of those rights, and in anticipation of 
Cherokee removal, made a compliance with this provision of the treaty indis-
pensable at the time stipulated, or as soon thereafter as it was practicable 
without har~hness. To insure it, General Scott was despatched to their 
late country, and performed a delicate and difficult duty, embarrassed by cir-
cumstances over which there· is no human control: with great judgment 
ai1d humanity. Early in the past season several parties had been despatch-
ed to the west, under the direction of officers detailed for that duty, amount-
ing, as is estimated, to 6;000, of whom muster rolls have not yet been receiv-
ed at this office. The prepn.rations for the removal of those who remained 
being in progress, John Ross, and other chiefs, in virtue of a resolution by 
"the Nationul Committee, and Council, and people of the Cherokee nation, 
in general council assembled," proposed to the Commanding General that 
the An tire business of emigration should be confided to the nation; that the 
removal should commence at the time previously agreed on, to wit, when 
the sickly season had passed away, unless some cause, reasonable in the 
judgment of the General, should intervene to prevent it; that the expense 
should be calculated on the basis of one wag0n and team, and six riding 
horses for fifteen persons ; and that the Cherokees should select the physi-
cians, and such other attendants as might be required for the safe and 
comfortable removal of the several detachments to their places of destina-
tion. (See the proposition 1narked 1.) This proposal was accepted: on 
certaiu conditions, by General Scott, in a communication to the chiefs, 
(with an exception of such of the treaty making party as might not choose 
to emigrate under the direction of John Ross and his associates,) on the 25th 
of July. (2.) To the conditi~ms prescribed they accedetl on the 27th, 
stipulating for the months of September and October to get nil their people 
in motion, and transmitting a resolution of the Cherokee council, conferring 
on them authority to make the necessary arrangements. (3.) The appli-
.. cation as to time was answered, hy saying that the emigration must re-
commence on 1st September, and he completed on or before the 20th Oc-
tober, with a reservation in favor of the ~ick and superannuated, who might 
be unable to travel by land, if the waters continued too low for steamboat 
nnvigation, and with permission to such res~ectable Cherokees as might 
apply for the purpose, to remove themselves on the first rise of the rivers, 
althongh it should he after the 20th of October. ( 4.) An estimate was 
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submitted by the Cherokee chiefs on the 31st July, which put the cost of 
the removal of 1,000 souls at $65,880. (5.) General Scott intimated that 
this estimate appeared to be too high, and requested its re-considerution, 
(6,) when its reasonableness was affirmed, a trifling but indispensable article 
added, (7:) and the estimate was thereupon r~pproved. (8.) Of their dis-
position to conduct themselves with propriety, there is evidence in the Jet-
ter of General Scott to yom·self of 3d August, .of which I herewith send an 
extract. (9.) 'l..,hroughout their collection and emigration, so far as this 
office is informed, the Cherokees have maniiested proper temper, and an 
inclination to do whateve-r was required, with fewer (lXCeptions than might 
have been expected, and these not of an important nature. It would seem 
that the cost of removal, according to the Indian estimate, is high, but as 
their own fund pays it, and it was insisted on by their own confidential 
agents, it was thought it could uot be rejected. The latest advices give 
assurances that the last of the Cherokees would be on the road early in 
Novemhcr. It has heen estimated that 12,000 will be removed by John 
Ross and the other chiefs, which, added to the number that had emigrated 
previously during the year, believed to be about 6,000, will give an aggre. 
gate of 18,000 Cherokees, who have ce:1.sed to live east of the Mississippi 
during the spring, summer, and autumn. It is thonght that when muster 
rolls of the emigrants come in, the number will be found to be somewhat 
larger, but at present the above is according to the information possessed. 
rrhe last annual report of my predecessor made the number of east Chero-
kees 14,000, but when Geueral Scott had collected the great body of the 
Indians for emigration, it was computed that there remained, after deduct-
ing those who had removed since the above report was mnde, J 2,000. 
Those emigrants being reckoned, as before stated, at 6,000, would make the 
whole number 18,000 a year ago. 
A retrospect of the last eight months, in reference to this numerous and 
more than ordinarily enlightened tribe, cannot fail to be refreshing to well 
constitnted minds. In aud previous to Mar last a large party, led by educa-
ted and intelligent chiefs: were dissatisfied and gloomy, discontented with 
the treaty of December, 1835, disinclined to emigration, and created hy 
their conduct serious apprehensions for the cousequences when the day of 
removal should arrive. It di.d come on the 23d May; but on the 18th the 
privilege of wealth aud strength to yield what they might withhold was ex-
ercised in an act of grace and beneficence by the executive branch of the 
Government. In answer to a communication from a delegation of the 
Cherokee nation, then in ''V ashin~rton, the Secretary of \Var, on that day, 
informed them that the best gfforts of the United States would be put forth 
to prevail 011 the States interested in their removal to refrain from pressing 
them inconveniently, or so as to interfere with their comfortable emigration-, 
and that he was quite sure the exertion would be successfnl ; that the 
Cherokee agents shonld remove the nation if desired, and he would so in-
struct tile general in command in their country; and that he tbonght the 
expense of their emigration should be borne by the United States. He 
promised them an escort and protection while on the way west, and that, 
as the sum heretofore set apart for the payment of reclamations of varions 
kinds and to defray the expenses of their removal was deemed inadequate 
for these purposes, a further appropriation would be nsked to meet them. 
This communication met the approbation of the President of the United 
States, who transmitted it to Congress, "that such measures may be adopted 
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as are required to carry into effect the benevolent intentions of the Govern-
ment townrds the Cherokee nation, and which, it is hoped, will induce them 
to remove peaceably and contentedly to their new homes in the west." 
'rhe fruit of tbis message was the law of 12th June, 1838, giving to the 
Cherokees the sum of $1,147,067. When it is considered that, by the 
treaty of December, 18:35, the sum of $5,000,000 was stipulated to be paid 
them as the full value of their lands, after that amount was declared by the 
the Senate of the United States to be an ample consideration for them, the spirit 
of this whole proceeding cannot be too much admired. The communication 
to the Cherokee delegation, submitted by the Chief Magistrate to Congress, 
addressing itself to feelings correspoudent with those in which it originated, 
found in both Houses a ready and willing concurrence. By some, the meas-
ure may be regarded as just, by others generous-it perhaps partook of 
both attributes. If it went farther than naked justice could have demanded, 
it did not stop short of what liberality approved. Thus was the founda-
tion broadly laid for all that has since been constructed upon it. In con;-
pliance with his engagement the Secretnry, on the 23d May, transmitted to 
General W. Scott a copy of the above communication, and authorized him 
c: to enter into an ngreement with the agents of the nation for the removal of 
their people," which produced the arrangement with John Ross and others 
already referred to. The nntural results of granting so much to the means, 
to the feelings, and wishe5 of the Chero1\ees, followed. If our nets have 
been generous, they have not been less wise and politic. A large mass of 
men have been conciliated-the hazard of an effusion of human blood has 
IJeen put by-good feeling has been preserved, nnd we have quietly and 
gently transported 18,000 friends to the west hank of the Mississippi. 
'1'he Pottawatomies of Iudiana, the time for whose removal: by their 
treaty stipulations, had arrived for some and approached for others, showed 
an imlispo~ition to comply with their engagements. White men had set-
tled upou the lands they had ceded, and collisions arnse that threatened the 
peace of the country aud the spilling of blood, which induced the agent, 
to whom the direction of their emigration was coufided, on the application 
of the white settlers, to call upon the Governor of Indiana for a military 
forl~e to repress auy ontbreak that might occur. The Governor authorized 
General John rripton to accept the services of 100 volunteers, who raised 
them, a11d used tlteir services in the collection and removal of the Pottawa;-
omies. A copy of hi'3 report to the Governor of Indiana is herewith submit-
ted. (1 0.) Dy thiR operation, 768 Indians are now on their way to the 
west. There have emigrated within the year 151 Chippewas, Ottawas, and 
Pottawatomies, 177 Choctaws, 4,106 Creeks, being chiefly composed of the 
families of the warriors of that tribe who served in Florida, and who hnd 
left their homes prior to tlw last report, but arrived west since, 4,600 Chicka-
saws, and 1,65l Florida Indians, making an aggregate of 29,453, which, 
added to those :vlw hml previously occupied their new abode, makes 81,082 
emigrant residents, of whom 81,343 are now subsisted at the expense of 
the United States, nt a daily cost of $3,186 24. In the whole number of 
emtgrants, of those for the year, and those living at the expense of the 
United States, are inclnded the Cherokees and Pottawatomies, who, it is 
supposed, will have reached the end of their journey before this report is 
presented. 'There yet are east of the Mississippi, 26,682 Indians. A tabular 
statement, which accompanies this communication, exhibits iu detail the 
foregoing facts. ( 11.) 
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Information was received on the 6th November, from the agent employed 
in that service1 by letter dated at Pensacola, on the 28th October last, that 
all the Appalachicola Indians, and thirty-four Creeks, were embarked for 
the west. Recent communications are calculated to induce the belief that 
the vVinnebagoes will remove quietly in the spring. They conc.lnded a 
treaty at vVashington on the 1st November, 1837, which wus ratified on 
15th June, 1838, by which they covenanted to leave their present residences 
for the neutral ground west of the Mississippi, within eight months after 
the ratification. The day will arrive in winter, and it is understood they 
wish to be indulged till spring, which seems to be not nnreaso11able, although 
the distance to be travelled is short; and I am suretbeywill be gratified. Ont!.e 
other hand, information of a different chamcter has reached this office, 
stating that it is uncertnin whether they will remove. ln any event, I 
think, the above request ought to be granted. 
The number of Iudians on this side of the Mississippi is comparatively 
small, rtnd it cannot be that much time shall elapse before the entire e~~t 
country will be relieved of their presence-an event desirable in all respects 
of the subject. It is an expensive operation, bnt it is difficu.lt to withhold 
any draft upon the public funds in reference to it. Our great purpose is 
their peaceable and comfortahle translation ; and in effecting it, the move-
ment should have a liberal infusim: of feeling and humanity, and not be 
misshaped by narrow rules. 
The differC'nt treaties providing for their removal, and the act of 1830, en. 
ti.tle the Indians to receive patents for the land allotted to them in the west. 
rro so many of them as are there, would it not be just to give the evidence of 
title? They will look for it, and would be gratified by its receipt. Few sur-
veys have been made: designation of boundary on the gronnd might pre· 
vent collisions, <"'tlld is proper. This work shonld he attended to, I think. 
Within tl ·e last twelve months, the follo\dng treaties, previously made, 
have been confirmed and rntified, and appropriations made by Congress for 
carrying them into effect. It is thought proper to uotice them particularly, 
ns having been ncted on lately for the first time. 
A treaty wns conclnded with the Miami tribe, on the 23d October, 1~34, 
which, having been laid before the Senate with modifications, assented to 
by the principal chiefs, that body ratified the same with a certain amend-
ment; :' P1·ovided, that the chiefs and warrio~s of the said tribe shall, in gene-
ral council, as on the occasion of concluding the afores<tid treaty, agree to 
and sign the same." The amendment was adopted by the l\1iamies, nnd the 
treaty proclaimed by the President: on 22d December, 1837. By this cou-
tract a considerable body of land was conveyed to the United States, for 
which a fair equivalent in money was stipulated to be paid, viz: $20S,OL'O, 
with reservations of lund. The United States fm thcr c;tgrecing to have 
their improvements on the ceded gronnd val ned, aud to expend the amount 
in building, clearing, and fencipg land for the Indians, on such place or places 
as they mig-ht afterwards t-lect for their residence. An examination into 
the debts of this tribe, for the payment of which $50,000 were appropriated, 
is now in progress. The stipulations of the United States in tbe treaty 
have been complied with, so far as the time has arrived for their perform-
ance. 
With the Chip'pewas of the Mississippi a treaty was negotiated on the 29th 
July, 1837. By it a cession of land was made to the United States, and. 
we undertook to pay them in money and goods, ammal1y, for t\vcnty year:, 
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$31,000, to meet which, remittances have been made to the public agents. 
There are also $100,000 to be paid by the United States to the "half-
breeds of the Chippewa nution," under the direction of the President, and 
$70,000 to be applied in payment of their debts ; $58,000 to specific claims, 
and $12,000 to other just demands against them. Governor Dodge recom-
mends the postponement until spring, of the distribution of the $100,000, 
and the allotment to the creditors of the $12,000. The $58,000 might 
be paid here on drafts of those entitled, but if necessary to appoint an 
agent in the spring for the other purposes mentioned, perhaps the whole 
had better be confided to him. There are some minor, and yet impor-
tant provisions for the benefit of the Indians, such as the erection of 
blacksmiths' shops, the employment of farmers, and the delivery of agri-
cultural implements, and gmin or seed, &c., which the above gentleman 
has been asked to suggP-st the most judicious plan of carrying out. 
From the Sioux of the Mississippi a cession of land was obtained by 
treaty, concluded at Washington in September, 1837. Instead of investing 
$300,000, us provided by the treaty, $15,000 were appropriated to pay the in-
tet·est, at five per centum. This sum remains in the Treasury,· it having 
been considered advisable not to pay it over until due. This, for a single 
reason, is, perhaps, most judicious. If the interest is paid in advance, an 
interval of more than a year must occur between such payment and one 
that may be made of the interest that shall have accumulated on an invest-
ment when convenient to make it ; it will be difficult to explain this to the 
Indians, and dissatisfaction might grow out of it. Commissioners have 
been appointed to investigate debts and claims of the "relations and friends 
of the ehiefs and braves." 'ro the latter, $110,000 have been appropriated 
by t[qe treaty, and have been remitted to the proper agent; and the sum of 
_$90,000, set apart for the payment of the just debts of the Sioux, is retained 
to meet the drafts of the commissioners in favor of creditors, and until 
their report is received. The other stipulations of the treaty have been 
complied with, except those which appropriate, annually, $8,250 to the 
purchase of "medicines, agricultural implements, and stock, alld for the 
support of a physician, farmers, and blacksmiths, and for other beneficial 
objects," and bind the United States to supply the Sioux, a£ soon as practi-
cable, with "agricultural implements, mechanics' tools, cattle, and such 
other articles as may be useful to them, to an amount not exceeding ~10,000," 
to enable them to break up and improve their lands. The- agent has 
been directed to expend such a portion of the amounts mentioned, as pru-
dence would warrant, for the objects intended; and Governor Dodge and 
he have been requested to submit a plan for the most beneficial application 
of the said sums. 
The Sacs and Foxes of the Mississippi ceded, by the treaty of October 
21, 1837, 1,250,000 acres of land. The survey of the land is now making, 
at the expense of the United States, according to a provision of the treaty. 
A commissioner has been appointed to examine their debts, and the 
$100,000 provided for their liquidation retained until his report comes 
in, which, it is understood, may be looked for very soon. Goods to the 
amount of $28,500 huve been delivered them according to the treaty; 
and instructions were given, on the 28th of August, for the execution 
of the other stipulations for the current year, except as to the interest 
of $200,000, which has not been paid, because not due. In lieu of an 
investment of the principal, the interest was appropriated by Congress. 
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In consideration of a cession of land made by tile Sacs and Foxes of the 
Missouri, by treaty of October 21, 1837, the United States covenanted to 
invest for their use, $157,400, and to apply $3,370 of the interest of it fi)r 
beneficial objects ; to effect which instructions have been gi vcn. Tbe 
money has not been invested, but the interest appropriated by act of Con-
gress. "fhe balance of it, amounting to $4,500, (at five per centum,) has 
not been paid, because not due. The remaining provisions have been ful-
filled. 
The treaty made with the Yancton-Sioux, on the 21st of October, 1837, 
has been executed in all its stipulations. 
'rhe Winnebagoes ceded their lands east of the Mississippi to the United 
States, by treaty of November 1, 1837. In consideration thereof, the Uni-
ted States agreed to pay, " at the aarnest solicitation of the chiefs and dele-
gates" of the nation, $50,000 to certain individuals7 which will be paid 
here; $150,000 for their debts, which may be ascertained to be justly due, 
and admitted by the Indians, and to pay, under the direction of the Presi-
dent, $100,000 to the relatives and friends of said Indians, of not less than 
quarter blood. To ascertain the debts, and who are entitled under the last 
clause, commissioners are now engaged. The payments to be made pres-
ently in goods, horses, and provisions, have been attended to. The balance 
of the proceeds of the lands ceded, namely, $1,100,000, is to be invested, 
and interest at five per centum guarantied. The investment has not been 
made, but the interest has been appropriated by act of Congress. Forty-
five hundred dollars of it are to be applied, by the treaty, to education and 
other beneficial purposes. For the attainment of these and other useful 
objects provided for, and to be gained when they remove, Governor Dodge 
has been desired to suggest a plan. The balance of the $55,000 has not 
been paid, because not due. 
The stipulations of the treaty made with the Iowas, on the 23d of No· 
vember: 1837, have been complied with. 
The Oneidas at Green Bay, by a treaty made since the last annual report, 
viz : on the 3d of February, 1838, which was ratified on the 17th of 
May, ceded all the land " set apart for them in the first article of the treaty 
with the Menomonies, of February, 1831, and the second article of the 
treaty with the same tribe, of October 27, 1832," reserving to the said In-
dians, " to be held as other Indian lands are held," a tract of one hundred 
acres for each individual, which shall be so laid down as " to include all 
the settlements and improvements in the vicinity of Green Bay." The 
United States agreed to pay to the Orchard , party of the Oneida Indians 
$3,000, and to the first Christian party $30,500. Of the last sum, $3,000 
are to go to the erection of a church and parsonage house ; and the residue 
of the $33,500 to be apportioned, under the direction of the President, to 
those having just claims thereto, the said aggregate having been "designed 
to be in reimbursement of moneys expended by said Indians, and in remu-
neration of services rendered by their chiefs and agents in purchasing and 
securing a title to the land ceded ;" and the United States further agreed to 
have the reservations surveyed as soon as practicable. Instructions have 
been given for the execution of the several articles. 
A treaty was concluded with the Chippewas of Saganaw, on the 14th 
of January, 1837. They ceded several large tracts of land, the pro-
ceeds of which the United States agreed should be invested for their 
use. The fourth article of the treaty set apart $107,543 75 for specific 
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purposes, which the United States agreed to advance; but the third arti-
cle of the supplement limited the amount to be advanced to $75,000, and 
provided that the reduction shall be made upon the snms rateably, or in 
any other manner the President may direct. An appropriation of $75,000 
was accordingly made at the last session of Congress; but as it cannot be 
apportioned until the debts are ascertained, for the payment of which 
$40,000 were allotted in the said fourth article, $5:000 in money and 
$10,000 in goods, provided for by the fourth article of the supplement for 
the year 1838, have only been paid, together with $100 for vaccine matter 
and the services of a physician, and $200 for tobacco, according to the 
fourth article of the treaty. 'I'he remaining $59,700 will be retained until 
the report of the commissioner, recently appointed to ascertain the debts, 
comes in, when a ratable distribution can be made. The Land Office has 
been reqnested to hasten the surveys and sales. An exploring pnrty has 
found a suitable location beyond the Missouri, and the acting superintendent 
thinks they will soon rem0ve. 
These Indians concluded another treaty with the United States on the 
23d day of January, 1838, which was ratified on the 2d July, 1838, which 
relates to the sales of the lands ceded by the treaty of the 14th January, 
1837, and to their emigration. 
By these several compacts the United States have acquired 18,458,000 
acres of land, for which the sum stipulated to be paid is $3,955,000. 
Efforts were made in the years 1834 and 1835, throngh the agency of 
Governor Lucas, to treat with the 'Vyandots of Ohio, which failed of their 
object. They were renewed in 1836, by John A. Bryan, Esq., who nego-
tiated the treaty of 23d April, by whiCh a part of their reservations was 
ceded. They still hold a generally fertile tract of country, in extent about 
fourteen miles long by twelve in width, watered by the Sandusky, and situ-
ated in Crawford county, nearly midway between Columbus and the shore 
of Lake Erie. The extinguishment of the Indian title to this land is de-
sirable. 'rhe honoraule Mr. Hunter, representing that district in Con-
gress, and N. H. Swayne, Esq., of Columbus, have had, on the invitation 
· of the department, various interviews with the Wyandots, and Mr. Swayne 
has been instructed to negotiate with them on the most liberal terms. 
By the amended treaty of 1834 with the Miamies, already referred to, 
$50,000 were appropriated to pay their debts. A commissioner was ap-
pointed to examine them, and it was discovered that, so far from $50,000 
being equal to their discharge, they had greatly accumulated since 1834, and 
amounted to upwards of $200,000. It is probnble, that to obtain a fund to 
relieve themselves from this unexpected embarrassment, they may be dis-
p0sed to cede a part of their remaining lands. 
The Osages, by their treaty of June, 1825, conveyed an extensive tract 
of country to the United States. The sum agreed to be paid for it was di-
vided and ausorbed in various ways, so that not much benefit resulted to 
them, except the temporary relief afforded by the distribution of money 
and clothing at the payment of their small annuities. They were poor 
and destitute, and they plundered our citizens and other tribes.' Con-
gress, at its last session, having, for one object, to place the Osages 
above the temptation to do wrong, made an appropriation for a treaty 
to extinguish, reads the law, "their title to reservations in lands within 
other tribes, and for other purposes." The conduct of the negotiation 
authorized has been intrusted to General M. Arbuckle and Captain Wil-
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liam Armstrong, who, in conformity with what was believed to be the 
wish and intention of Congress in making the appropriation, were in-
structed to engage for allowances and payments on a liberal scale. 
A treaty with the New York Indians has been for some time in a course 
of negotiation, for their lands at Green Bay. It at one period assumed a 
shttpe which induced tbe commissioner, who was charged with that duty, 
to accept it; but the Seuate prescribed certain amendments, upon the full 
assent of the Indians to which it was to be promulgated. These changes the 
commissioner laid before them, with full explanation in council, and ob-
tained the assent of all the tribes, in a manner entirely satisfactory, except 
that of the largest one, the Senecas. A fuller expression of their willing-
ness to accept the terms proposed was deemed proper and necessary, and 
the honorable Mr. Gilret, the commissioner, has been requested to lay it 
again before them, with a view to such consPnt, if they choose to give it. 
Should they decline to do so, the treaty, by its own. provisions and the reso-
lution of the Senate, will nt>vertheless be ratified as to the other tribes. 
When the report is brought in, such course as it makes proper will be 
taken. I subjoin a part of a report of the commissioner, made on the 29th 
of December, 1837, (12,) whkh contains some information that may, 
perhaps, be interesting, respecting these Indians, of whom comparatively 
little is known out of the region they inhabit. 
General Arbuckle and Captain Armstrong have been also charged to 
treat with the Creeks, 1' for the purpose of adjusting the claims for property 
and improvements abandoned or lost, in consequence of their emigration 
west of the Mississippi." 
It has been deemed advisable to attempt a negotiation with the united 
band of Ottawas, Chippewas, and Pottawatomies, north of Missouri, for their 
lands, and Major John Dougherty and Major A. L. Davis have been 
instructed on the subject. 
Under the treaty with the Cherokees, commissioners to value their im· 
provements and examine the debts due by the nation and the individual 
members thereof have been engaged in the arduous and necessarily pro-
tracted duties assigned to them, which have been discharged by the differ-
ent gentlemen, who at various times have constituted the commission, in a 
manner that is believed to be highly beneficial to the Cherokees. At what 
time their labors may be expected to close, [have no means of ascertaining: 
but I have no doubt they will be terminated at as early a day as consists 
with justice to all concerned. 
Anthony Ten Eyck, Esq., of ·Michigan, was recently appointed, under 
the 4th article of the treaty with the Chippewas of Saganaw, which provides 
for the liquidation of their debts, and the ascertainment of the depredations 
committed by them, a commissioner to make the inquiries preliminary to 
payment. 
Under the act of Congress of the 3d March, 1837, a commission was 
constituted to examine claims for spoliations committed by Creek and 
Seminole Indians, in Georgia, Alabama, and Florida. A report of examin-
ations in the two former was made by Messrs. Pease and Smith, in 
November, 18:37, which was submitted to Congress in January, 1838. The 
hostilities in Florida prevented any action by them in that Territory. lt 
was not thought proper to direct their further progress until the report 
made was acted on by Congres&-. When it shall be judged necessary, a 
renewal of the investigations of the commission will be required: and an 
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enla1:gement of the law constituting it, so as to extend its jurisdictioa to the 
State of Mississippi, is recommended, that depredations committed by the 
last Creek emigrants at Pass Christian, or elsewhere, may be examined. 
The commission, consisting of Alfred Balch, Esq., and the undersigned, 
raised under the reso.lution of the House of Representatives of the United 
~tates, of lst July, 1836, has lately closed the investigations committed to 
1t. The field to be explored was very wide, and it is hoped the examina-
tions have been as extensive and thor::mgh as, under the circumstances, 
could be expected. The reports made up ') the close of the last session of 
Congres~ have been heretofore, by yonr di;ection, transmitted to the Honse 
of Representatives, and the ftuther reports, since made, will: it is presumed, 
take the same course. The contract, made by certain Creek chiefs, with 
J. C. Watson & Co., provides for the appointment of an agent, to decide be-
tween it and such conflicting claims as might arise ; the parties, opposed in 
interest to that deed, called for the appointment of such a commissioner: 
The person designated for that duty resigned, and a successor will be se-
lected. 
The act of Congress of March, 1837, provided for the appoi~tment of 
three commissioners, "who shall constitute a board for the adjustment and 
decision of all claims of the Choctaw heads of families, for reservations of 
land, under the fourteenth article of the treaty concluded with said Choc-
taw nation at Dancing Rabbit creek," on the 28th September, 1830. Un-
der this law, James 1\Iurray, Esq., of Maryland, P. D. Vroom, Esq., of New 
Jersey, and P. R. R. Pray, Esq., of Mississippi, were appointed; but the 
latter having resigned, Roger Barton, Esq .. of Mississippi, was selected to 
supply the vacancy. 'rhey assembled in the State of Mississippi, and en-
tered upon their duties. Pending th~ir discharge, the commission, which 
would have expired by the limitation contain~d in he law that created it, 
was extended, by the act of 22d February, 1838, until the 1st August last. 
On the 31st July, Messrs. Murray and Vroom made a report of their opinions 
upon 261 cases, and state that the n.umher of claimants, whose names were 
filed with them, amounts, according to the lists returr ed with the report, to 
upwa:-rds oi 1,300; and that ' ' · t is under . .)tood therL _ e other claims yet to 
be filed." [ would respectfully suggest th :1t further legislative provision be 
recommended, for examining the claims that have not been in\·estigated. 
The performance of the stipulations for resenr:1 ions, contained in seve-
ral treaties, is omplete in so'Ile instances, while in hose more important 
and difficult, and requiring time, th(_:y hnve br i ouly partially executed. 
Progress in the latter is, however, making, nnd it L e,~. ccted that whatever 
the treaties and Jaw require will bP. perfec ~d as early as rracticable. 
The investme11t of moneys rnis d by salPs of ceded lands, under treaty 
provisions, or paio for -·0ssiom·, has latte1 '. been carried to a considerable 
extent. It is a mo"t beueficent policy, which furnishes an annual resource 
to those who woul _ as certainly expend d., principal in a twelvemonth as 
the income of the stocl s. 'rhe funds thus 1 ut to inter st, under the direc-
tion of this office: for Indian use, amount to $ L,776,321 76, and yield 
yearly $92,72~ 92. The tabular Gxhibit herewith flUbmitted (13) shows 
the natnre of the investment, how much be1ong tu tnbes respccti vely, 
and other pnrticulars: which it may be gratifying to look at. Fntnrc sales 
of lands will increase this source of comfort and .mpply. It not being 
convenient to i•1vest some of the amot'nts n.g-reJd to be so di-·poc;.:cd of by 
late treaties, Congre s appropriated sums eqn,tl t) lhe aggregate of interest 
29 
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that would have accrued according to the rate provided. This is doing 
full justice to the Indians, until it shall suit the 'rreasury to set the neces-
sary capital aside. 
An act of Congress was passed on the 7th of July last, appropriating 
$150:000 " for affording temporary subsistence to such [ndians west of the 
Mississippi, who, by reason of their recent emigration, or the territorial 
arrangements incident to the policy of setting apart a portion of the public 
domain west of the Mississippi, for the residence of all the tribes residing 
east of that river, as are unable to subsist themselves, and for the expenses 
attending the distribution of the same." This sum was "to be expended 
under the direction of the Secretary of War." Soon after, viz. on 28th 
July, 1838, regulations (14) were prescribed for carrying out the intentions 
of the Legislature, and orders were issued to the proper agents for this 
purpose. No returns of those entitled to the benefits of this gratuity have 
been received, but it is, doubtless, in a course of distribution, and the dona· 
tion will be received by those for whom it was supposed to be designed. 
The principal lever by which the Indians are to be lifted out of the mirl3 of 
folly and vice in which they are sunk is education. The learnin~ of the 
already civilized and cultivated man is not what they want now. It could 
not be advantageously ingrafted on so rude a stock. In the present state 
of their social existence, all they could be taught, or would learn, is to read 
and write, with a very limited knowledge of figures. There are exception.:~, 
but in the general the remark is trne, and perhaps more is not desirable or 
would be useful. As t.hey advance, a more liberal culture of their minds 
may be effected, if happily they should yield to the influences that, if not 
ronghly thrust back, will certainly follow in the wake of properly directed 
efforts to improve their understandings. To attempt too much at once is to 
insure failure. You must lay the foundations broadly and deeply, but 
gradually, if you would succeed. To teach a savage man to read, while 
he continues a savage in all else, is to throw s'3ed on a r(}ck. In this par-
ticular there has been a general error. If you would win an Indian from 
the waywardness and idleness and vice of his life, you must improve his 
morals, as well as his mind, and that not merely by precept, but by teach-
ing him how to farm, how to work in the mechanic arts, and how to labor 
profit:l.bly; so that: by enabling him to find his comfort in changed pur· 
suitg, l e will fall into those habits which are in keeping with the useful 
application of~ ch education as may be given him. Thus too, only, it is 
conceived, are men to be christianized; the beginning is some education, 
social and moral lives, the end may be the brightest hope: but this allu-
sion ought no , perhaps, to have been made; upon it I certainly will not 
~mlarge; it is in better hands. Manual-labor schools are what the Indian 
condition calls for. The Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Chnrch has laid before the department a plan, based upon the idea sug· 
gested, for establishing a large central school for the education of the West-
ern Indians. Into their scheme enter a farm, «nd shops for teachincr the 
different mechanic arts. Experience, they say, has shown them, ~'lfter 
mnch opportunity for judging correctly, that separate schools for the respect-
ive tribes, thongh productive of much good, nre not so nsefnl as one common 
school for the benefit of all Wl)Uld be. They r .. ssert truly that a knowledge 
of the English language is necess:1ry, and •hey think that it can be bc~t 
acquired in an cstal:lli~l~ment of tbe htter de<4cription. I vould not hazard 
.a different opinion; and yet it may not be improp~r to state that the funds 
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which have been set apart for education purposes helong to the several 
tribes, without whose consent the Government could wt devote them to a 
general school; and this the society admits. There is no disposition to 
discourage the efforts of those who choose to labor in this work of benevo-
lence. On the contrary, there is, as there shonld be, an eagerness to meet 
any ad vance which promises greater facilities for improving- the mind and 
morals of the Indian. Upon success in this department hmigs every hope. 
All that can be done to encourage and cheer on those who have devised 
this scheme of goodne~s and charity, I think, should be done. Bnt, what· 
ever reform may be deemed advisable in the direction ahd economy of the 
separate schools, it appears to me that if the proposed central school shall 
be established, they should be kept up too. They may, perhaps, be more 
numerous than is necessary or advantageous; they may be too expensively 
conducted, or more scholars ooght to be taught for thR money expended, or 
they may be badly located; but each, or all, of the:sc objections may be 
obviated, and the schools improved. For such minor institutions, would 
not the central school be able to furnish teachers? Could not the Govern-
ment, in consideration of any pecuniary aid it might render, exact, as a 
condition, that a certain number of young Indians of capacity should yearly 
leave the central school qualified to be instructers, who shall make com-
pensation for their own education by teaching as long as might be thougl'lt 
a suitable return? After such a plan had been in operation three or four 
years there would be an annual supply. 
The manual labor system has been advantageously employed in one or 
two instances, particularly among the W ran dots ::>f Ohio ; and by bringing 
it into general nse, better success, it is hoped, may attend the exertions 
making to impart knowledge to the benighted Indians. Their capaeities 
are represented as not inferior, and yet the differen t reports mado are not 
very gratifying. There must be some defect in the course adopted, and, it 
is thought, it may be found where it has been stated to exist; whatever 
else may be deemed expedient, the connexion of manual labor in various 
shapes, with the benevolent toil of instruction, recommends itself by the 
strongest consideratiOns. Herewith is communicated a statement (15) 
which gives the information, in po~session of this office, respecting the 
various Indian schools. 
The general obli<rations of the Government to the different tribes, the 
fulfilme:!t of which is made through tile agency of this office, .have bee~l at-
tended to. The reports that have been received from the different super .. 
intendents and aaents, (extracts from which, 16 to 33 inclusive, accom-
pany this report,t show the general condition of their respective charges. 
Although here and thore your eye rests on a green spot, the field is gener-
ally burretL I.<,or those not yet removed, mu?h, if _any amelioration, is ~1ot 
to be expected; for the emigran.ts every thmg w1l~ depen.d. upon the hne. 
of policy that may be adopted. If It be. adapt~d to their cond1t10~ and wat;rs-~ 
and be directed bv discretion and wisdom m those to whorr. Its executwll 
mav be committed, the mo~t beneficial results may be a 1ticipated. A 
crisis in their fate has arrived which cannot but make an epoch in their 
history. The gronnd is untrodden, and for that reason, together with my own 
newness of relation to them, the observations ( lready made, and nuy others 
which may follow, aru submitted with diffidence .. The p~wers and duties 
of aaents aud their permanent assignmellt to partiCulnr tnbes, are of long 
stal;ding: The judiciousness of the latter, it is thought, may be well qucs .. 
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tioned. Referring not to personal considet•ntions, which are always dan-
gerous ground of legislative or executive regulation, is it expedient to 
Identify the agent with the tribe into which he is sent 1 Is there not some 
hazard of his becoming attached to their particular interests, to their ens-
toms, to leading men among them, to all that is theirs 1 The more 
there is in the agent to esteem, the more likely will it be to happen. If 
there were hut ohe tribe and one , gency this would be most desirable i 
but the United States, observing their special treaty obligations to each, 
intend even-handed justice and protection, and improvement, as they owe 
them, to all. With the feelings that h:!ve been attributed to these fixed 
agencies, will not the individuals who fill them become the partisans each 
of hi-; own particular charge? It cannot be otherwise, and experieuce must 
have shown it. In all differences between tribes, wherever there are con. 
fiicting interests, or criminations and recriminations, the several parties 
will find in their attached agents, willing and zealous advocates. However 
this may commend the individual, the Government seeks information from 
the calm who take no couns-el from their feelings. A dispassionate repre-
entation of claims or acts is necessary to just conclusions, and it is not 
reasonable to expect it from devoted friends. Such, it is supposed, long 
continued residence and intercourse will make agents. It is suggested 
whether it would not be better to allow each of them to reside but a limited 
time in any one district. By transferring them from one position to another, 
as frequently as may be regarded proper, they will be cut off from the strong 
enlistment of their feelingsr or if, perchance, it will still occur, a removal to 
another agency will produce kindred predilections elsewhere, and these at-
tachments will neutralize each other. By a general consideration of the 
interests of all, those of each will be better understood. A general associa-
tion will liberalize the views, and by widening the horizon, give a look over 
the whole surface. It might be well to authorize the yearly, or semi-an-
nual assemblage of the ngC'nts within particular districts, to confer upon 
the eondition of their several trnsts. It may be said that the influence 
which the Government should bold among these rude beings has been pr~­
served, and can be maintained only through agent~; but cannot this in-
fluence be ours through others, and it it can, is it not unwise to confine it 
to onr own officers alone? vVith them it must cease in a state of things 
which might be supposed. Besides, the trttders are hcensed ; if they are as 
judiciously selected as they onght to be, might they not be useful in this 
particular? But the chiefs shonld be so treated as to make of them fast 
friends, and their continued presence, under any circumstances, among the 
Indians, would furnish ns advocates when they would he most needed. If, 
upon full consideration, these suggestions should be adopted, there does not 
eem to be (for this particular purpose) any change of Jaw necessary, for the 
act of 30th of.lune, 1834, providing for the organization of the Department 
of Indian Affairs, ''authorizes the President, whenever he may jndge it ex-
pedient, to discoutinne any Indian agency, or to transfer the same from the 
plnce or tribe designated by law, to snch other place or tribe as th~ public 
service may require." The superintendency of St. Louis is fixed, by the 
above law, at that place; it llns become an inconv nient location, and 
hould be removed tn FoLt Lcaycnworth, or some other point west of St. 
Louis; hnt this cannot be done :vithout the mtcrpositiou of Congres:s. It is 
~espectful y recommended that the necessary leg1slation be requested, leav· 
mg the place discretiouary with the "\ r .,. ]!epartment. 
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The statemeht of disbursements through this office (34) exhibits a large 
amount of expenditure. It shows what has been remitted to different pub-
lic agents, for how much they have sent in account~, and what proportion 
remains unaccounted for. This, except as to th~ amount drawn out, gives 
no precise information. The disbursements of the agents can be only set-
tled finally in the accounting offices of the Government; and consequently, 
the balances unaccounted for may be less or more, as the sums expended 
and vouchers produced may be allowed or not. 'rhe statement is made 
from such information as is on file. However large the amount of the re-
quisitions, they were made to fulfil treaty obligatiOns, aud to effect objec~ 
most desirable to the Government and the country. I also send a general 
statement, showing the amount applicable to expPnditure, and the am-ount 
expended in the service of the Department of Indian Affairs, during the 
year ending 30th September last. (35.) The condition of the civilization 
fund is shown by exhibit 36, and of the treaty funds for education pur-
poses by statement 37, herewith transmitted. As the law now stands, all 
sums that are not used within t\VO years after they have been appropriated, 
go into the surplus fund of the Treasury; and, if they are wanted for the 
original objects, must be re-appropriated. It frequently occurs from limita-
tions in treaties, from their having been ratified conditionally, and a variety 
of causes, that money appropriated for the purposes of this office cannot 
be used within two years, and great inconveni6nce would result, were it-
not that a practice has prevailed of drawing out such balances as it is 
thought will be wanted, and which would otherwise fall into the surplus 
fund. The amount so obtained is vlaced to the credit of the disbursing 
agent here, and applied in discharge of the Government obligatiens. This 
is, although substantially correct, irregular, and to avoid, for the future, the 
necessity of such a resort, I think the law ought to be altered, so as to allow 
three years for the expenditure. This, I hope, if a general change is not 
thought expedient, may be done in regard of this office, so that no money1 
except for contingencies, and the salaries of the gentlemen employed in the 
bureau, shall in future be called for, that is not paid at the Treasury, on 
special requisitions, at the time and for the precise object that requires the 
expenditure. 
The disease which was so destructive of human life every where before 
the discovery of the art of vaccination~ has been peculiarly fatal among the 
Indians during the past year. Their general want of medical advice, and 
neglect of precautionary measures, added to their irregular and exposed 
modes of living, made them certain victims to the scourge. It appeared 
among the Chickasaws, by whom it was introduced among the Choctaws 
in the west, and, from the wandering disposition of the sufferers, it was ex-
tended. · Numerous deaths occurred, nowithstanding every exertion was 
made to confine the diseased, and prevent their association with the well, 
but by the early and diligent use of vaccine matter, much was done in this 
quarter to arrest the ravages of the disorder. It was, however, in the north-
west that the greatest amount of human life was extinguished, among the 
more savage and unsettled tribes. It is computed that amobg the Sioux, 
1\Iandans, Riccaras, Minnetarees, Assinaboines, and Blackfeet Indians, 17,200 
persons sunk under the small pox. ln at least one other tribe it is known 
to have prevailed, but no attempt has been made to count the victims, nor 
is it possible to reckon them in any of these tribes with accuracy; it is 
believed that if the above number was doubled, the aggregate would not 
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be too large, for those who have fallen east of the Rocky mountains. 
Whether it reached beyond them is unknown. Bnt vaccine matter was 
sent by a geutlemtln, who was travelling to the Columbia river region, with 
a request that he wonld endeavor to introduce it there. On this side, and 
where the malady prevailed so extensively, every exertion was vsed to 
va·ccinate as generally as possible, and a physician was despatched for the 
sole purpose, under the direction of tllis office, while the pestilence was at 
its height. rrhe intrinsic difficulties attending such efforts are apparent; 
still, it is believed much prevention was effected and good done. The 
medical gentleman vmployed on this benevolent errand vaccinated about 
3,000 pbrsons. 
The removals west, make a new organization of the superintendencies 
and agencies advisable. I have already submitted some observations in 
favor of their mutunl transfer, and if they remain as the law of 1834 ar-
ranged them, the Executive power, as heretofore remarked, is, perhaps, 
sufficient for the purpose. If, however, the change alluded to shonld take 
place, it would be proper to re enact the authority, with specific legal pro· 
visions as to compensation and the bonds for performance of duty. Some 
regulation as to the disbursing agents will also be expedient. By the law 
of the 5th of July last, officers in the line of the army Gannot be employed 
on this duty after the 5th of July next. Officers of the stuff may, it is pre-
sumed, render this service; none would do it more efficiently or faithfully. 
'l.,he only objection to them is that military exigencies might call them 
away. 
There is one measure that, in my judgment, is of great importnnce; it 
has heretofore attracted the attention of Congre~s, and I hope will meet 
with favor. As any plan for the government of the western tribes of In-
dians contemplates an interior police of their own, in each community, and 
that their own laws shall prevail, as between themselves, for which some of 
their treaties provide, this, as it seems to me, indispensable step to their 
advancement in civilization cannot be taken without their own consent. 
Unless some system is marked out by which there shall be a separate allot-
ment of land to each individual whom the scheme shall entitle to it, you 
will look in vain for any general casting off of savagism. Common property 
and civilization cannot co-exist. The few instances to be found in the United 
States and other countries of small abstracted communities, who draw 
their sub isteuce and whatever comforts they have from a common store, 
do not mili1ate against this position. Under a show of equality, the mass 
work for two or three rulers or directors, who enjoy what they will, and dis-
tribute what they please. The members never rise beyond a certain point, 
(to which they hnd reached, generally, before they joined the society,) and 
never will .while they remain where they are. Bnt if they should, these 
association~ are so small and confined as to place their possessions in the 
class of individual estates. At the foundation of the whole social system 
lies individuality of property. It is, perhaps, nine times in ten the stimulus 
that manhood first feels. It has produced the energy, industry, and enter· 
prise that distinguish the civilized world, and contributes more largely to 
the good morals of men than those are willing to acknowledge who have 
not looked somewhat closely at their fellow-beings. With it come all the 
delights that the word home expresses; the comforts that follow fixed set· 
tlements are in its train, and to them belongs not only an anxiety to do right 
.that those gratifications may not be forfeited, but industry that they may be 
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increased. Social intercourse and a just appreciation of its pleasures result, 
when you have civilized, and, for the most pnrt, moral men. This process, 
it strikes me, the Indians must go through, before their habits can be mate- · 
rially changed, and they may, after what many of them have seen and 
know, do it very rapidly. If, on the other hand, the large tracts of land set 
apart for them shall continue to be joint property, the ordinary motive to 
industry (and the most powerful one) will be wanting. A care subsistence 
is as much as they can promise th•'\mselves. A few acres of badly cultivated 
corn about their cabins will be seen, instead of extensi\re fi~tlds, rich pas-
tures, and valuable stock. The latter belong to him who is conscious that 
what he ploughs is his own, and will descend to those be loves; never to 
the man who does not know by what tenure he holds his miserable d wel-
ling. Laziness and nnthrift will be so general as not to be disgraceful ; 
and if the produce of their labors should be thrown into common stock, the 
indolent and dishonest will subsist at the expense of the meritorious. Be-
sides, there is a strong motive in reference to onn:elves for encouraging 
individual oww~rship. 'The history of the world proves that distinct and 
separate possessions make those who hold them averse to change. The 
risk of losing the advantages they have, men do not readily encounter. 
By adopting and acting on the view suggested, a large l::ouy will be created 
whose interest would dispose them to keep things steady. They would be 
the ballast of the ship. 
Plans have at various times been proposed for a confederation of the In-
dian tribes west of the Mississippi, embracing those who shall hereafter 
remove. I incline much to doubt the expedience uf such a measure. It 
could only be executed with the cousent of the tribes that might become 
members of it. The Choctaws have twice s_ignified their disinclination 
to it. The treaty with the Cherokees of December, 1835, discourages it. 
The idea of such a bond between dependant communities is new. The 
league could only be for regulation among themselves, and not for mutual 
protection, which is the usual object of such combinations. They have no 
common property to secure, or common interest to advance. Any plan I 
have seen is based upon the power of the President to reject their articles of 
association, which exhibits strikingly their true position. They may be 
likened to colonies, among whom a confederation does not exist. They 
are governed, and their legislation, by each community for itself, is super-
vised and controlled: by the parent country. WheH they contemplate a 
different attitude, they confederate. A general council of the IndiRns might 
pass resolutions of a pacific character, or to arrest actual hostilities, and to 
regulate their intercourse with each other, but this could be done better by 
Congress, leaving to each tribe the management of its own internal con-
cerns, not interfering with treaties or Jaws. There are inherent difficulties 
in the dissimilar conditions of the tribes. Some of them are semi civilized, 
others as wild as the game they hunt. Some are rich, others poor. Some 
numher but a few hundred souls, others more thousands. We cannot frame 
for them, much less could they do it, articles of confederation which would 
bring into council a just representation of the different tribes. If you allot 
so many representatives to a tribe, looking to its population, the smaller 
would be swallowed np in the larger. If you limit to a certain number, or 
within or between two numbers, you are unjust to the larger tribes, which 
a combination of the smaller, with fewer motives to rectitude: might con-
trol. A small proportion of all might come into the confederation, and 
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1hese separated from each other by bands who would not JOin in the ar~ 
"Iangement, and would not on any principle be bound by the resolves of 
the general council. We owe duties to ourselves. Cogent reasons for not 
giving to these neighboring communities more concentration than they 
have must be seen. While they are treated with all kindness, tenderness 
even, nnd liberality, prudential con~iderations would seem to require that 
they shonld be kept distinct from each other. Let them mana~e their in. 
ternal police after their own views. One or more superintendents, and as 
many agencies as may be deemed proper, with such regulation of their in. 
terconrse with each other, and such guards for their protection, as Congress 
shall think fit to prescribe, would, it appears to me, meet the emergence. 
Through the officers thus stationed among them, they could make their 
complaints known, and ask redress for grievances, which would be afforded 
when it was proper. It is not understood that the deliberations of tha 
council could result in any act that would be valid, until approved by the 
chief magistrate, which does not lessen the· force of what has been said. 
It would perhaps be judicious not to pay a compliment at some hazard, 
especially where it w uld not be appreciated, but to assert directly for gen-
eral purposes the authority vhich actually exists, and which must, upon 
any suggestion that may be adopted, be really felt and acknowledged. At 
some future period, if circumstances should be so changed as to call for a 
territorial government, or for any other alteration in the system, the United 
States can, in the guardian position they occupy, make such modification 
as sound judgment and an anxious desire to benefit the Indians shall 
dictate. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
'r. HARTLEY CRA "'FORD. 
Hon. J. R. PoiNSETT, 
Secretary of War . 
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No.1. 
AMOKE DISTRICT, AQ.UOHEE CAMP, 
July 23, 1838. 
SIR: In respectfully presenting: for your consideration, the following 
suggestions in relation to the removal of the Cherokee people to the west, 
it may be proper very briefly to advert to certam facts which have an impor-
tant bearing on the subject. 
It is known to yon, sir, that the undersigned delegates of the Cherokee 
nation submitted to the honorable the Secretary of War the project of a 
treaty on the basis of a removal of the Cherokee nation from " all the lands 
now occupied by them eastward of the Mississippi," and on terms the most 
of which the honorable Secretary Pxpresses himself as " not lll1 willing to 
grant." The present condition of the Cherokee people is such that all 
dispute as to the time of emigration is set at rest. Being already severed 
from their homes and their property, their persons being under the absolute 
control of the Commanding General, and being altogether dependant on the 
benevolence and humanity of that high officer for the suspension of their 
transportation to the west at a season and under circumstances in which 
sickness and death were to be apprehended to an alarming extent, all in-
ducements to prolong their stay in this country are taken away. And how-
ever strong their attachment to the homes of their fathers may be, their 
interests and their wishes now are to depart as early as may be consistent 
with their safety, which will appear from the following extract from their 
proceedings on the subject : 
" Resolved by t!te national committee and council and people of the 
Cherokee nation in general council assembled, That it is the d,ecided 
sense and desire of this general council, that the whole business of the 
emigration of our people sball be undertaken by the nation ; and the dele· 
gation are hereby advised to negotiate the necessary arrangements with the 
Commanding General for that purpose." 
In conformity, therefore, with the wishes of our pnople, and with the 
fact that the delegation has been referred by the honorable the Secretary of 
War to conclude the negotiation, in relation to emigration, with the Com-
manding General in the Cherokee country: 
We beg leave, therefore, very respectfully to propose, that the Cherokee 
nation will undertake the whole business of removing their people to the 
west of the river Mississippi ; that the emigration shall commence at the 
time stipulated in a pledge gi vcn to you by our people, as a condition of the 
suspension of their transportation until the sickly season should pass away, 
unless prevented by some cause which shall appear reasonable to yourself. 
That the per capita expense of removal be based on the calculation of 
one wagon and team, and six riding horses, being required for fifteen per-
sons. 
That the Cherokees shall have th selection of physicians, and such 
other persons as may be required for the safe and comfortable conducting 
of the several detachments to the place of destination ; their compensation 
to be paid by the United States. 
We have the honor to be, your obedient humble servants, 
JNO. ROSS, 
ELIJAH HLCKS, 




SAML. x GUNTER, 
mark. 
SITUW AKEE, his x mark. 
his 
WHrrE x PATH, 
mark. 
R. TAYLOR. 
Maj. Gen. WINFIELD ScOTT, 
United States Army, o/c. 
No.2. 
HEAD QuARTERs, EASTERN DIVIsioN, 
Cherokee Agency, July 25, 1838. 
GENTLF~MEN: I have received your letter, submitting certain proposals, 
dated the 23d instant. 
On the part of the United States, I am ready to place the whole busine33 
of complt=>ting the emigration of the Cherokee people remaining east of the 
Mississippi (with an exception* to be mentioned) to their new homes west 
of that river, in the bands of such functionaries of the eastern Cherokees 
as may exhibit to me from the same, due authority to undertalm and carry 
through the emigration on the following conditions : 
1. That the said functionaries and their people shall continue to observe 
and execute in good faith, the promises given to me in writing, by certain 
chiefs and head-men, for themselves and people, present and absent, on the 
19th ultimo. 
2. ,.rhat the said functionaries shall send iutelligent Indian runners, to be 
furnished with written permissions, signed by the Commanding General, 
in search of, and to cause to be brought into the emigration, all Indian 
families and individuals who may remain out, and who are not citizens of 
the United States, or who have not received permission to remain in the 
States for the purpose of becoming denizens of the same. 
3. That, with the exception of such Indians as are, or who may have ob .. 
tained permission to remain, in order to become citizens or denizens of the 
United States, or of the States; also, with the exception* of such Indian 
families and individuals as may be permitted by the Commanding General 
to emigrate themselves, the said Cherokee functionaries shall cause all their 
people, now remaining east, and who may, at the time, be able to travel, in-
cluding fugitive Creeks among them, to be put in motion, in convenient de--
tachments, either by land or water, and transported without unnecessary de--
lays on the routes to the Cherokee country west of the Mississippi, beginning 
the movement as early a~ the 1st of September next, and continuing to send 
off parties at intervals, not exceeding three days, so that all the emigrants 
able to travel within that time, shall be in motion for the west by the --
of the ensuing month, (October.) 
"'NoTE FOR THE 8ECRE1'ARY OF W .AR.-This exception is intended for the benefit of snch of 
the treaty making party as may not choose to remove under the directions of Mr. Ross and 
his associates. WINFIELD SCOTT. 
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Such Indians as, within that time, may not be able to travel by land, 
shall, if the rivers be not up, be permitted to remain until the next rise of 
waters, and in the mean time have, as attendants, a small number of their 
families or friends. 
Th~ ~oregoing.conditions being ~greed to, the United States, through me, 
~re w1ll1~g to stipulate to pay over to the Cherokee functionaries, from 
t1me to time, such portions of the moneys appropriated for the emigration 
as may seem reasonable to prepare for and c rry it out. 
I remain, gcntlPmen, &c., 
"\VINFIELD SCOTT. 
Messrs. JOHN Ross, E. HICKs, J. BRowN, E . G 'NTER, 
S. GuNTER, SITUWAKEE, WHITZ I ATH, R. TA.YLOR. 
No.3. 
CHEROKEE AGENCY EAsT, 
July 27, 1838. 
SIR: Your letter addressed to the undersigned, on the ~5th instant, has 
been considered by the council and people assembled. 'The accompany. 
ing resolution confers the anthority upon the late delegation to Washington 
ci~y, to close with you the necessary arrangements for the entire removal 
and subsistence of the Cherokees. \Ve are now prepared to discharge the 
duties devolving upon us in relation to this matter. 
To the conditions mentioned in your letter npon which you are willing 
to place the whole business of managing the en1igration in our hands, we 
are not disposed to object, but are ready and willing to a~cP,de to them, 
with, however, this further understanding: that \\ e m ty be allowed the 
two entire months of September and October to get all onr people in mo· 
tion for the west, and that we shall not be required, positively, to send off a 
detachment "at intervals not exceediag three days." In the commence-
ment the weather will be very warm, and before thP. arriva l '•est of the last 
parties, the winter will have commenced its ricr01 ; and \ve. would prefer 
some discretion as to the time and arrangement in desp:ltcbing detach· 
ments, especially as the time for the mo\"i:Jg of the last will !"'e fixed. 
We have the honor to be, sir, most respectfillly, yonr ohcc ient servants, 
Maj. Gen. WINFIELD ~.::co·rT. 
Oll t r R( •'3.-' . 
ED'V \.Rl; ( ,- 1Nrr8R, 
JA M; ·:3 BH.O\ 1 11• 
Bl.lJAH HICKS,' 
SAMLr · ~r . GUNTER, 
in behalf of others. 
Resolved by the committe and council aud p.' 1ple in r.;eueral council 
convened, That Messrs. John Ross, Richard ' a.ylor, Sd.tnuel Gunter, 
Edward Gunter, James Br wn, Elijah Hicks, Sitn.twakee, and. White 
Path, be, anrl they are hereby, authorized and full y C1 11po \vercd on the 
part of the Cherokee nation to make and enter ill to a ~ . y and all f'nch ar-
rangements Wllh Major General \Vinfield Scott on the j a.·~ of the un:ted 
'States, which they may deem necessary and proper for c 'ft:,_: tiug the cutirc 
.. 
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removal of the Cherokee people from the east to the west side of the Mis· 
sissippi river; and, also, to enter into such further arrangements with the 
Commanding General in relatiou to the payment of such sums of money by 
the United States as may be needed for the removal and subsistence of all 
the Cherokee people. . 
And they are hereby further authorized and empowered to make any 
such seleetion of persons as they may deem .necessary to aid and assist in 







James D. Wafford, 
RICHARD 'I'AYLOR, 
President N. Committee. 








Clerk N. Committee. 
AQUOHEE CAMP, July 26, 1838. 
Going Snake, Speaker of the national council, James Spears, John 
Watts, Small Back, Wa-hatch-cher, the Bark, Money Crier, Soft Shell 
Turtle, Bean Stick, John Otterlifter, John Keys, White Path, Charles, 
Chn-w·a-lu-ga, John Wane, Sith-iwa-gee, Peter, Sweet Water, Tarquah1 
the Coon. 
Jesse Bushy head, Clerk national council, W a-loo-kah, Koolache, Tufi1 
Oo-sa-na-le, Choo-la-ske, Lying Fish, Ned, Michael Bridgemaker, 
Oo-qua-loo-tee, Ta-na-e, Too-now-ee, Oo-ga-la-ga-tle. 
In behalf of the people. 
L:n·ns Ross, 





Assistant Pr·incipal Chief. 
~ Executive Council. 
No.4. 
HEAD QuARTERs, EAsTERN DIVISION, 
Cherokee Ag-ency, July 28, 1838 . 
.GENTLEMEN: Your note of yesterday, in reply to mine of the 25th Ill-
stunt, is before me, and also the paper of the 26th, conferring upon you 
full po\\rurs to enter i11to arrangements with me for carrying on and com-
pletiug the emigration of the Cherokee people remaining east to the west 
of the Mississippi. 
,.Phe latter doenment i" suffi,~ient; and in reply to your note I will so far 
yield to your w1sl es as to say, that the emigration must recommence on or 
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before the first day of the ensuing Seprember, and be continued, at short 
intervals, so as to be completed on or before the 20th of the following 
month, with the exception of such sick and superannuated Cherokees as 
may not be able to travel by land, and their necessary attendants. Should 
the rivers between this and your new country west, be not navigable for · 
steamboats in the mean time, I have, further, no objection to give to the 
more respectable heads of families, whose names may be presented to me 
for the purpose, special permissions to remain, and to remove themselves 
and families, on the first sufficient rise of those rivers, although such rise 
may not happen until after the 20th of October next. 
The moneys which, from time to time, may be deemed necessary to pre-
pare for, and to carry on, the emigration, you will please make estimates for, 
addressed to me, specifying the immediate objects, and if the estimates shall 
appear reasonable, they shall be promptly complied with. 
I remain, gentlemen, yours, with respect, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Mess111. J. Ross, E. GuNTER, E. HICKs, S. GuNTER, and others, 
Agents of the Cherokee nation. 
No.5. 
CHEROKEE AGENCY, EAsT, 
July 31, 1838. 
SIR: You have herewith the estimate of the expenses of each detach-
ment of (one thousand) Cherokees, to be removed by land, as estimated for 
by this committee, and which is respectfully submitted for your considera-
tion and approval. 
It is desirable that immediate arrangements be entered upon for the pur-
chase of wagons, &c., and the organization of detachments, as well as the 
timely establishment of depots for subsistence on the whole route. Your 
approval of the estimate being known, and a basis established to regulata 
expenditures, the immediate amount required will be specified. 
With much respect, we have the honor to be your obedient servants, 
JOHN ROSS, 
Maj. Gen. WINFIELD ScoTT, 




In behalf of others. 
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Estimate for the emigration of lL patty of one thousand Cherokees, to 
their country west of the Mississippi; di;tance 800 miles,· 80 days 
going. 
Fifty wagons and teams, (20 persons to· each wagon,) at a 
daily expense of $350, including forage 
Returning, $7 each for every 20 miles 
250 extra horses, 40 cents each per day 
Ferriages, &c. - -
80:000 rations, at 16 cents each 
Conductor, S5 per day 
Assistant conductor, S3 per day 
Physician, $5 per day - . - -
Physician returning, $15 for every 100 miles 
Commissarr, 52 50 pPr day 
Assistant commissary, $2 per day -
Wagon master, $2 50 per day -
Assistant wagon master, $2 per day 

















HEAD QUARTERS, EASTERN DIVISION, 
Cherokee Agency, August 1, 1838. 
GENTLEMEN: In your note of yesterday you estimate that $65,880 will 
be the necessary cost of every thousand Cherokees emigrated by land from 
this to their new country. 
As I have already stated to some of you, in conversation, I think the 
esfmate an extravagant one. Take the principal item or basis of your 
calculation, one wagon and five saddle-horses for every twenty soulrt. I 
have already consented, with a view to lighten the movement by land, that 
all the sick, the crtppled, and superannuated of the· nation, should be left at 
the depots until the rivers be ngain navigable for steamboats. All heavy 
articles of property, not wanted on the road, may wait for the sama mode 
of conveyance. Deducting the persons just mentioned, I am confident 
that it will be found that among every thousand individuals, taken in fam-
ilies, without selection, there are at least five hundred strong men, women, 
boys, and girls, not only capable of marching twelve or fifteen miles a day, 
but to whom the exercise would be beneficial, and another hundred able to· 
go on foot hnlf that distnnce daily. 'l,here \vould then be left, according 
to your basis, only 450 individuals, most of them children, to ride, and 
children are ligh t. The 250 saddle-horses or ponies woulc! accommodate 
as many riders, leaving bnt 200 soul to be steadily transported in nfty 
wagons, or only four to a wagon. 
Now, the wagons beiug large, anr1 each drawn by five or six horses, as 
mn t be prcsn med from your high cstim~te of f'even dollars for each wagon, 
going and returning, it strikes n e that one such team and five horses ought 
to accommodate on the route tt1irty 01' thirty-five emigrants, including sub-
sistence for a day or two, from depot to depot. 
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1 repeat that I do not absolutely reject or cut down your estimate, which:. 
I think also too high in putting down the rations at sixteen cents each. 
The whole expense of the emigration is to be paid out of appropriations::· 
already made by Congress, the general surplus of which is to go to the:'r 
Cherokee nation in various forms. Therefore, they huve a direct generaL 
intere~t in conducting the movement as economically as comfort will per-
mit. Nevertheless, for the reasons stated, I wish the several items of the.·· 
estimate submitted to be reconsidered. ··- · 
I remain, gentlemen, yours respectfully, 
. WINFIELD SCOTT. 
J\![essrs. J. Ross, E. HicKs, and others, Agents, <J-c. 
No.7. 
CHEROKEE AGENCY EAsT, 
August 2, 1838. 
SIR: We have had your reply of yesterday's date, to our estimate, under 
consideration. The estimate we believe reasonable, having the comfortable 
removal of our people solely in view, and endeavoring to be governed, as far 
as that object \viii allow, by the rates of expenditures fixed by the officerS' 
of Government. 
After the necessary bedding, cooking utensils, and other indispensable 
· articles of twenty persons (say four or five families) are placed in a wagon,/ 
with subsistence for at least two days, the weight already will be enough. 
to exclude, in onr opjnion, more than a very few persons being hauled.. 
The great distance to be travelled, liability to sickness on the way of growlt 
persons, and the desire of performing the trip in as short a time as possible, 
induce us, st~il, to think our estimate of that item not extravagant. 
In relation to the rations at 16 cents, the estimate is fixed at a rate which 
the Governm~mt agents had already made some arrangements to have them 
supplied. 
The addition, however, of sngar and coffee has been made under this 
estimate, which, we trust, will be considered reason(l.h]e enough. 
In our estimate we omitted an item, which we deem indispensabM, but 
propose now the addition of soap, the quantity and cost of delivery at the 
rate of 3 lbs. to every 100 rations, at 15 cents per pound. 
Whatever may be necessary, in the emigration of our people, to their 
comfort on the way, and its conducive to their health, we desire to be 
afforded them ; at the snme time, it is our nnxious wish, in the manage-
ment of this business, to be free, at all times, from the imputation of 
extra vag a tee. 
With hi!5h r~speet, we have the honor to 
Major General WINFIELD ScoTT, 
be your obedient servants, 1 








U. S. Army, VO'I'lVliZanding. 
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No.8. 
HEAD QuARTERs, E4..sT1iRN Drvrsr6>N, 
Cherokee Agency, August 2, 1838. 
GENTLEMEN: By your note of this date, in reply to my remarks of yes-
terday, on your estimate of the day ~efore, I perceive, t~at aft~r a full ~?n­
sideration, you adhere tJo the calculatwn of $65,880, w1th a slight addttlon 
for soap, for the comf?rtable emigration, by land, o~ a_ve!y ~hot\sand Cher-
okees from this to theu new country, west of the M1sstss1pp1. 
As the Cherokee people are exclusively interested in the cost, as well as 
the comfort of the removal, I do not feel myself at liberty to withhold my 
sanction. The estimate, therefme, submitted to me, on the 31st ultimo, 
with the small addition for soap, is hereby approved. 
r 
( 
I remain, gentlemen, yours respectfully, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
:M~essrs. J. Ross, R. TAYLOR, E. HrcKS: E. GuNTER, 
J. BRowN, WHITE PATH, SrTUWAKEE, 
Cherokee Agents for Emigration. 
No.9. 
(EXTRACT.] 
HEAD QuARTERs, EAsTERN DrvrsroN, 
Cherokee Agency, August 3, 1838. 
SrR: I have the honor to acknowledge' the receipt of your letter dated 
the 20th ultimo. 
'fhe accompanying papers (Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4) will show the estimated 
cost of emigrating the remaining Cherokees, as agreed upon between their 
agents, specially appointed to take charge of the operation, and myself. It 
seemed high, but I was finally induced to adopt it, as the basis of the ad-
vancements in money, which, from time to time, will be required. 
Those agents do not deem a military escort necessary for the protection 
of the emigrants on ~he route, n?r do I. We are equally of the opinion, 
thav sympathy and kmd offices will be very generally shown by the citizens 
thi oughout the movement, and the Indians are desirous to exhibit in return' 
the orderly habits which their acquired civilization has conferred. Th~ 
parties (of about a thousand each) will march without arms, under Indian 
conducters and sub-officers of intelligence and discretion, who are ready to 
}HOmise to repress and to punish all disorders among their own people, and 
1f they commit outrages on the citizens or depredations on their property 
instantly to deliver the offenders over to the nearest civil officers of th~ 
Stgtes, I have full confidence in their promises and capacity to do all that 
they are riMl.dy to undertake. 
I have the honor to be, 5ir, with high respect, your obediQflt servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT~ 
To the Hon. J. R. PoiNSETT, 
Secretary of War. · 
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No. 10. 
ENC.J..l\I,PMENT, SAND u sKY PoiNT, 
Illinois, September 18, 1838. 
SIR : I have the honor to inform you that the volunteers ttnder my 
command reached this place last evenin~, with 859 Pottawatomie Indians. 
Three persons, improperly callea chie:ij;, Me-no-mi-nee, Black Wolf, and 
Pe-pin-o-wah, are of the number. I have th.is morning put the Indians 
under the charge of Judge William Polke, who has been appointed 
by the United States to conduct them west of the Mississippi. I have 
the honor, also, to lay before your excellency a copy of my orderly book, or 
daily journal, to which I beg leave to refer you for a detailed statement 
of the manner in which my duties have been performed as commanding 
officer of the volunteers engaged in this delicaie ~ervice. It may be the 
opinion of those not well informed upon the subject, that the expedition 
was uncalled for, but I feel confident that nothing but the presence of an 
armed force, for the protection of the citizens of the State, and to punish 
the insolence of the lndians, could have prevented bloodshed. The arrival 
of the volunteers in the Indian villages, was the first intimation they had 
of the movement of men with arms. Many of the Indian men were assem-
bled near the chapel when we arrived, and were not permitted to leave camp, 
or separate, until matters were amicably settled, and they had agreed to give 
peaceable possession of the land sold by them. I did not feel authorized to drive 
these poor degraded beings from our State, but to remove them from the 
reserve, and to give peace and security to our own citizen5. But I found 
the Indians did not own an acre of land east of the Mississippi, that 
the Government was bound to remove them to the Osage river, to sup-
·port them one year after their arrival west, and to give each individual 
of the tribe 320 acres of land. I advised them to consent to remove 
immeGiately. Most of them appeared willing to do so. Three of their prin-
cipal men, however, expressed a wish to be governed by the advice of their 
priest, Mr. Pettit, a catholic gentleman, who had resided with them, up to 
the commencement of the quarrel between the Indians and the whites, 
when he left Twin Lakes, and retired to South Bend. I addressed a letter 
inviting him to join the emigration, and go west. He has accepted the 
invitation, and 'l am happy to inform you that he joined us two days 
ago~ and is going west with the Indians. It is but justice to him that I 
should say that he has, both by precept and example, produced a very favor-
able change in the morah!~ and industry of the Indians, that his untiring 
zeal in the cause of civilization has been and will continue to be em:ri-
nently beneficial to these unfortunate Pottawatomies when they reach 
their new abode. All are now ~tisfied, and appear anxious to proceed on 
their journey to their new homes, 'vhere they anticipate peace, security, and 
happiness. It may be exp~cted that I should give yonr excell~ncy aa 
intimation or an opipion of t}le causes which have le~ to the dtffi.culty 
now hr.1ppily terminated. A few words on that subJect rm1st suffice. 
!'"1rst, the pernicious practice, I believe first introduced into our Indian 
treaty making at the treaty of Fort Meigs, in 1817, of making reserva-
tions of land to satisfy individual Indians, and sometimes white men. 
opened a door for both sp~culation and fraud. By the treaty of 1832, the 
Pottawatomie Indians sold nll their claims to land within the State of 
Indiana, except a few Shlall reserves for :sptlrticular tribes or partiea~ 
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These reservations did not vest in the chief of any party a fee in the 
lands reserved ; the original Indian title remained undisturbed, as you will 
see by the opinion of the Attorney General of the United States, in the case 
of a reserve made by a treaty with the Prairie Pottawatomies, 20th October, 
1832, to which I beg leave to refer. Me-no-mi-nee's reserve, about which 
the dispute originated, was made for his band by the treaty of 1832. He 
being n p ·incipal man, (but not a chief;) was first named, and the reserve 
has ever since been called by both Indians and white men, Me-no-minee's 
reserve. In 1834, a commissioner was appointed by the President to pur-
chase ·that reservation. He succeeded in purchasing one-half the land 
at 50 cents per acre, the other half (about eleven sections) was reserved for 
individuallndians and whites, Me-no-mi-nee coming in for a huge share of 
-individual property. Hence the other Indians would have been defrauded 
out of their just claim to an interest in the reserve, if that treaty had 
been confirmed: but the President viewing the matter in the true light, 
did not submit the treaty to the Senate, but appointed A. C. Pepper, 
and authorized him to open the negotiation, and to purchase all the land 
for the Government. He succeeded 'in purchasing the whole of the reserve, 
at one dollar per acre. Me-no-mi-nee did not sign the latter treaty, because 
he could not possess himself of a moiety of the land, and endow the chapel 
with the balance. By the treaty of 1 836, the Indians reserved the right to 
remain on the lands ceded for two years. The time expired on the 5th of 
last month, and the Indians refused giving possession to the settlers who had 
entered upon the land, in anticipation of the passage of a pre-emption law. 
~he passage of the law of 22d June last, gave to each settler wh~ ha~ re-
Sided on the reserve for four months previous to that day, a pre-emptiOn nght 
to one h mdred and sixty acres of land. On the 5th oflast month, the day 
on which the Indians were to have left the reservation, the whites demanded 
possession, which they (the Indians) obstinately refused. Quarrels ensued, 
and between the 15th and 20th, the Indians chopped the door of one of the 
settlers, Mr. "\Vaters, and threatened his life, (see his certificate, marked A.) 
This was followed by the burning of ten or twelve Jndinn cabins, which pro-
duced a state of feeling bordering on hostilities. The assistant superinten-
dent of emigration, who had been stationed in the vicinity for some 
months, had failed to get up an emigrating party, a~d the public inter· 
preters were so much alarmed as to be unwilling to remain in the Indian 
villages. I entertain no doubt but for the steps taken by your excellency, 
murders would have been committed on both sides in a very few days. 
The arrival of an armed force sufficient to put down hostile movements 
against our citizens effected in three days, what counselling and fair words 
had failed to do in as many months. 
I see no reason for censuring the officers to whose charge the emigmtion 
has been confided. They should, perhaps, have prevented the lnd1ans 
from planting corn in June, when everyone must have known that they would 
be ousted on the 5th of August; but, on the other hand, the Indians had the 
right of possession until the 5th of August. The Indians were under the 
influence of bad counsel from different sources. They were owing large 
debts to the traders: who {')pposed the emigration of the Indians befo1 e their 
debts ,.rere pa1d or secured. Some \-rere anxious to keep them where they 
were, hoping to ob ain, with ease, a part of the money paid them as an-
nuity. awyerr, I am told,. advised MP--no-mi-nee to keep possession, nnd 
defend i i c1 im to the serve in our courts. Another cJass of men, both 
469 [ 1 ] 
subtle and Yigilant office-seekers, were using their influence to procure the 
dismissal of the officers heretofore engaged in the attempt to remove the 
Indians, that they might succeed to the places of the present incumbents. 
And still another class, perhaps less wicked, but not free from censure, is 
made up of those who in:fluenc~d the Indians to plant corn, and contend 
for the possession of the reserve. I am happy in being able to stnte, that 
the removal of the Indians was effected without blood-shed or mal-treatment. 
Every attention that could be, was paid to their health, comfort, and con-
venience. When on our marches, which are sometimes very much hurried, 
owing to the great distance between watering places, it is not unusual to 
see a number of the volunteers walking, whilst their horses are ridelen by 
tbe sickly or infirm of the Indians. I found no difficulty in raising the 
number of volunteers required, although the people of the northern portion 
of the State are much afflicted with sickness. I was compelled to discharge 
one or more every day, and permit them to return, in consequence of bad 
health. The greatest number in service at any one time was ninety-seven. 
The conductor of the emigrants has requested me to place at his disposal 
fifteen of the volunteers to attend the party, and keep order in the camp at 
night. Believing it necessary, I have consented to do so, and have detailed 
Ensign B. H. Smith, with fourteen dragoons, on that service. The rest of 
the corps will be discharged t0-morrow. · 
In closing this report, already much longer than I could wish, I beg 
leave to express the obligations I am under to our mutual friend Colonel 
Bryant, who acted in the capacity of aid-de-camp, and has proved himself 
to be an excellent officer. 1 am not less indebted to Major Evans, of 
Laporte ; his knowledge of military discipline enabled him to be eminently 
useful. To General N. D. Grover, Captains Hannegan and Holman, 
Lieutenants Eldridge, Lasselle, Nash , and Linton, and Ensigns McClure, 
Wilson, Smith, and -Holman, as also to J. C. Douglass, adjutant, I am, also, 
under great obligations. Every non-commissioned officer and sotd- er has 
fully sustained the high character of western volunteers. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
JOHN TIPTON. 
P. S.-I transmit, herewith, for the informatioa of your excelleilcy, an 
exhibit marked B, showing the names of the Pottawatomie Indi&~Jls,. .. en .. 
rolled as emigrants, and the number of their respective families. · 
·• 
No. 11. 
Statement showing the whole number of Indians east of the ft'lississippi river with whom treatv stipulations have been 
made for their removal, distinguishing the different tribes ; the whole number removed prior to the la!Jt annual re· 
port ; the whole number removed since; the number of emigrant lndi'!Lns now 1.oest fJ.! the Mississippi, November 1, 
1838, and the number to be removed; the number under subsistence and the daily expense thereof. 
-
No. for em- No.remov- No. remov- No. ofemi- No. now to No. now Price per Daily ex-
igration edprior to ed since grating In- be rcmov- under sub- ration. pense 
Remarb. Tll!BES. originally. last annual last annual dians west ed. sistence for subsis· of the Mis-report. report. 
siss1pp~ 
west. tence. 
--------- ---- ---- ---- ----- -------- ----
Chippewas? Ottowas, and Pot- ~ 44 
l 
ta watom1es - - - 8,000 2,190 151 2,342 5,64.8 2,044 7 cts. 100 $153 00 
Pottawatomies of Indiana - 1,786 494 768• 1,262 150 768* rlo. do. 57 60 *Including the party now 
on the route. Choctaws - - - 18,500 15,000 177 15,177 3,323 none 
Quapaws - - - 476 476 476 
Creeks - - - 22,000 20,4::l7 4,106 24,543 750 4,106 14 cents 574 84 Florida Indians - - 3,765 1,079 1,851 2,730 835 1,651 14 cents 131 14 Cherokees - - - 22,000 7,911 18,000* 25,911 - 1fJ,OOO* 9§ cents 1,710 00 *Including partie~> now on 
the route. Kickapoo!! - - - 588 588 - 588 DelawareR - - - 826 826 - 826 -Shawnees - - - 1,272 1,272 - 1,272 Otto was - - - 420 3i4 - 374 200 174 9 cents 15 66 Weas - - - 225 225 - 225 Piankeshaws - - - 162 162 - 162 Peorias and Kaskaskias 132 132 - 13~ Senecas from Sandusky - 251 251 - 251 Senecas and Shawnees - 211 211 - 211 Ottowas and Chippewas - 6,500 - - - 6,500 Winnebagoes - - - 4,500 - - - 4,500 New York Indians - - 4,176. - 4,176 Chickasaws - - - 5,000 - 4,600 4,600 400 4,600 14 cents 544 00 ---- ---- --------- ----- ----- -----100,790 51,629 29,653 81,082 26,482 31,343 3,186 24 
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No. 12. 
EXTRACT FROM A LETTER OF THE HON. ·R. H. GILLET. 
"' * .., * In order that you may fully understand 
tb.em, (the difficulties that present themselves in making a treaty,) I will 
briefly describe the present situation of the members of the confederacy-
of the "Six Nations." The pow~rs of this ancient confederacy, and their 
relative rights, I do not fully nnderstand. At the present time, these nations:-
have J!lO community of interest, and but very little of feeling. They reside. 
remote from each other, and it is doubtful whether a simple nation of them~ 
will consent to be bound by the unanimous act of the others, on any-
subject. From all 1 can learn, they consider the confederacy as merely-
nominal, and that each nation is independent of the others. It may be: 
useful to the department to possess some details of the condition of the: , 
"New York Indians." The following is believed to be accurate. . 
Senecas. 
This nation consists of 2,403 souls, and is in possession of four res-' 
ervations, to- wit: Buffalo creek reservation, which comprises 52,220 
acres of land, and 730 Senecas reside on it; the Cattaraugus reservation,.. 
containing 21,469 acres, and 540 souls; Tonnawanda reservation, compris-. 
ing 1 2,800acres, and 449 souls; the Alleghany reservation, containing 30,469· 
acres, and 684 souls. The latter reservation is in Alleghany county, and.. 
the first mentioned one in Erie. The Tonnawanda res€rvation is in 
Genesee county, and Cattaraugus partly in Cattaraugus co1mty and partly-
in Erie. '!'his nation comprises about o 1e-half of all the Indians in this.· 
State, and is in possession of five times as much land as all the others. The· 
fee of this lana is held by Massachusetts, in trust for individuals, known 
as the "Ogden Company," while the Senecas have fi possessory right to it_ 
The political jurisdiction is in the State of New York. A treaty with 
them, which shall provide for the relinquishment of their lands here, and 
their removal to the west, must receive the sanction of the State of Mas3a-
chusetts, as well as the United States. The "Ogden Company" cannot 
pay·the Senecas for their possessory interest, until the Senate confirms the. 
treaty, nor can the Senecas quit claim until they get the money, and als() 
secure a new home, which would depend npon the ratification of the. 
treaty. To avoid these diffi.cultief;, I know of no better arrangement than.. 
to make the Secretary of War a trustee for both parties. 
Tuscaroras. 
Th1s nation, originally from North Carolina, have a reservation in 
Niagara cennty of 6,920 acres. In all, there are 283 Tuscaroras. 1,920 
acres of their land are situated precisely like the land of the Senecas. 
The remaining 5,000 acres they own m fee, and it is held by the Secretary 
of War, as their trustee. The same difficulties, in adjusting a treaty with · 
them, ocGur as in the case of the Senecas. 
St. Regis. 
This tribe consists of between six and seven hundred souls. '!,heir 
reservaLion is divided by the line separating the United States from 
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Canada. The part of their reservation in this State lies on St. R11gis river, 
in Franklin county, and contains 10,000 acres. About 350 of this tribe 
-claim to be " American Indians." The fee of their reservation belongs to 
:the State. Before this tribe can bind itself positively to emigrate, it must be 
..certain of a new home, and also make a treaty with the Governor of the 
:State, for the relinquishment of their interest in these lands. 'l'hey cannot 
~ell to him, until they are certain of another home. If they agree to 
:xemove before they sell to him, they have no guarantee that he will buy at 
.·all, ~.nd they may be compelled to go and get nothing. 
Cayugas. 
There arG but 130 of this tribe remaining in this S tate. There is 
11 small number of Cayugas in the Indian territory. Those residing 
here own no lands. Many years since this tribe sold ont all their 
lands, and gave the Senecas $800 for the privilege of residing on their 
l'eservations. 'rhey are now dispersed among the Senecas on their different 
reservations. 
Onondagas. 
This nation has a reservation in Onondaga county, containing 6,000 
acres. About 4.00 of their number reside on the reservation . The 
title to this tract is the same as that of the St. Regis in this State, and 
a treaty with them is attended with the same obstacles. No oneha attended 
the council from this place. A portion of this tribe many years since came 
to reside among the Senecas, and paid them $1,500 for the privi.l.ege of so 
doing. 'Phe number of Onondagas residing on the Seneca reservations 
is 194. 
Oneidas. 
This tribe owns in this State (partly in Madison and partly in Oneida) 
:five thousand acres of land, which is occupied by about seven hundred of 
· their number. Their land here is situated like the St. Regis lahds in this 
State. A portion of this tribe reside at Green Bay, and hold lands under 
the Menomonie treaty. 
Whether there are any of the Brothertowns, Stockbridge, and Munsee 
lndians in this State, I do not know. 'l.,here are many, if not all of them, 
in the Green Bay eountry, and hold lands there. If the Senecas agree to 
J'emove, I confidently expect soon to see all these tribes settled in the Indian 
,'Territory. 
From this statement you will see that the "New York Indians" have no 
interest in common, in this State, and none elsewhere, except what they ' 
derive under the Menomonie treaty. Under that the Senecas, Tuscaroras; 
Cayugas, Onondagas, St. Regis: and part of the Oneidas, have no legal 
claim. 
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No.'l4. 
TEMPORARY SUBSISTENCE FOR INDIGENT WESTERN INDIA ~S. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, July 27, 1838. 
Extract from the act of Congress, approved 7th .July, 1838, entitled "An 
act making appropriations for the current and contingent c.xpenses of 
the lndian Department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations 'With the 
Yarious Indian tribes, for the year 1838." 
"For affording temporary subsistence to such Indians west of the Mis-
sissippi, who, by reason of their recent emigration, or the Territorial ar-
rangements incident to the policy of setting apart a portion of the public 
domain west of the Mississippi, for the residence of all the tribes residing 
east of that river, as are unable to subsist themselves, and for the expenses 
attending the distribution of the same, one hundred and fifty thousand dol-
lars; to be expended under the direction of the. Secretary of War." 
The Commissioner of Indian Affairs is hereby directed to carry into 
effect the above clause of the act of 7th July, 1838. He will prescribe rules, 
regulations, and restrictions for its execution, and make all necessary 
arrangements at t.he earliest practicable moment. 
J. R. POI 'SET'l\ Secretary of War. 
Regulations for can·ying into effect the clause in the act of 7th July1 
1838, 1'eferred to in the foregoing order of the Secretary of War, appro-
priating $150,000, for affording temporary subsistence to lndians west 
of the Mississippi Tiver. 
I. Indians, to be entitled to the benefits of thjs appropriation, must be 
distinguished by the following characteristics: 1st. They must be unable 
to subsist thP-msel ves, and not be receiving subsistence under treaty stipu-
lations. 2d. S 1ch inability must be tl e consequence 9f their recent emi-
gration, or of the Territorial arrangements incident to the policy of setting 
apart a portion of the public domain, west of the Mississippi river, for the 
residence of all the tribes residing east of it. 
2. Indians unable to subsist themselves by reason of their recent emigra-
tion are such as arrived in their new country at such a season of the year 
that they could not, with ordinary diligence, make a crop for use before the 
expiration of the year, for which they were entitled to subsistence as· emi-
grants, according to treaty stipulations, or wh'o were prevented by some 
other sufficient cause from so doing. 
3. Indians unable to subsist themselves hy reason of Territorial arrange-
ments are such as have emigrated from the east of the Mississippi, located 
in their new conntry, and subsequently changed, or may hereafter change,, 
their location in accordance with the policy of the United States; and indi-
genous Indians, who have relinquished, or shall, at any time during the 
execution of this act, relinquish, portions of their territory to the United 
Sta.tes, and remove therefrom. 
4. Some Indians of the first description will probably be found among 
the Creeks, Seminoles, und Pottawatomies of Indiana ; some of the second 
among the Pottawatomies, &c. of Chicago ; and some of the third among 
the Osages ; and the benefits of the appropriation will not be extended to 
Indians of other tribes, without instructions from this department. The 
Chickasaws, having received the entire net proceeds ot their lands and 
reserves, will not, any time, participate in the fund created by this act. 
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5. The superintendence and direction of all operations for affording 
-temporary subsistence, from this appropriation, to Indians west of the Mis-
sissippi river, within tl~ superintendetlcy of the Western Territory, is 
hereby committed to the principal disbursing agent of the Department of 
Indian Affairs at Little Rock; and within the superintendency of St. Louis, 
to the principal disbursing agent of the same department at St. Louis. 
6. The principal disbursing agents will direct the proceedings of the enrol-
, ling agents, appoint as many issuing agents as may be necessary, and give 
them the requisite instJuctions, and employ such other agents or assistants 
as may be wanted. 
7. The compensation of the issuing agents will not exceed S5 per day 
and necessary actual travelling expenses ; nor that of any other agents or 
as5istants who may be employed under the authority of the preceding para-
graph, $3 per day and necessary actual travelling expenses. Supertnten-
dents, Indian agents, sub-agsnts, and the principal disbursing agents will be 
.entitled to travelling expenses. 
8. Each principal agent shall transmit, monthly, to the Office of Indian 
Affairs, a list of all officers, agents, and servants, appointed or employed in 
pursuance of paragraph 6: in which shall be stated the date of appointment, 
the compensation, duties, locations, and period of service of each, and the 
tribe or tribes of Indians for which each is employed. 
9. The duties of enrolling agents shall be performed by the Indian agents 
.and sub-agents for the respective tribes. 
10. Each enrolling agent shall inquire into the condition and circum-
stanGes of the Indians under his charge, as Indian agent or sub-agent, to 
ascertain which of them are entitled to the benefits of this appropriation. 
11. He shall make out a roll of all such Indians, with this caption: "A 
roll of (Creek, Seminole, &c., as the case may be) Indians, who are entitled 
to the benefits of the appropriation of $150,000 for the temporary subsist-
ence of Indians west of the Mississippi river, per act of 7th of July, 1838." 
This roll will exhibil the name of the head of each family, and the num-
ber of persons therein; the number of Indians of fourteen years of age and 
under, and over fourteen; the number of slaves of fourteen years and under, 
and over fourteen; and the date of enrolment; and the enrolling agent 
shall certify that it contains a true statement of all the Indians under his 
eharge entitled to the benefits of this appropriation. 
12. Each roll shall be revised monthly, and all changes by diminution 
from any cause shall be noted thereon ; the names of such as shall be drop-
ped, together with the date, shall be given; and all additions shall be entered 
as enrolments. -
13. A duplicate of each roll, embracing all additions or diminutions, shall 
be forwarded monthly to the principal disbursing agent of the proper super-
intendency, and he shall, forthwith, forward to this office a consolidated roll, 
prepared in the manner indicated for the separate rolls, and certified to be 
correct and true. 
14. Each principal disbursing agent will fix the number and location of 
the issuing stands within his jurisdiction, and will therein consult economy, 
S<? far as is consistent with the convenience and proper supply of the In-
dians. 
15. The rations will be olJtained by the principal disbursing agents 
u~n contracts, based upon previous advertisements; the provisions will be 
dehvered to the Indians by the contractors at tile issuing stands, and be paid 
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for monthly or quarterly. The ration will be that fixed by paragraph 39 
of Revised Regulations No. 5, concerning the emigration of Indians. 
16. Issues will be made for short periods, to be fixed by the principal 
disbursing age~ts; in doing which, regard will be had to the compact or 
dispersed situation of the Indians, but in no case Will an issue be made for 
more than oni month at a time. 
17. Each issuing agent shnll be furnished by the proper enrolling agent 
with a duplicate roll of the Indians to whom rations are to be delivered ; 
and, in case more ·than one stand shall be provided for issues under the 
same roll, th~ stand at which each individual is to receive his rations shall be 
designated on the roll. All Indians and slaves enrolled, over fourteen years 
of age, shall be entitled to one full ration ; and all Indians and slaves of 
fourteen and under, to one-half ration. 
18. Provision checks will be drawn, from time to time, by the enrolling 
agents, on the contractor, for the number of rations required for each tribe, 
stating the number of Indians and slaves over fourteen years of age, and 
the number of fourteen years and under, the number of days to be issued 
for, and the number of full rations and half rations. The issuing agent 
shall attend to the issue in person, and see that the rations are delivered by 
the contractors to the Indians designated on the roll, and shall certify on 
the provision check that the number of rations and half rations were so 
delivered. 
19. The provision checks shall be abstracted quarterly by the principal 
agents, and these abstracts shall accompany their quarterly accounts of dis-
bursements under this appropriation. 
20. All money and provisions will be accounted for, and with the same 
vouchers as is provided in the Revised Regulations No. 5, concerning the 
emigration of Indians, which will be considered as forming a part 6f these 
regulations, so far as the objects are ana1agous, except so far as they are 
herein modified. 
21. The superintendents of Indian affairs, within their respective super-
intendencies, will co-operate with the principal disbursing agents, so far as 
may be necessary, in carrying these regulations into effect; they will re-
quire the Indian agents and sub-agents to perform such duties as may be 
indicated by the principal disbursing agents, as is herein provided, and will 
exercise a general supervision of the business. 
22. The superintendents, Indian agents, sub-agents, and principal dis-
bursing agents, will consider it their especial duty to detect, prevent, and 
report all abuses or frauds which may be practised or attempted in the ex-
ecution of these regulations, and will, from time to time, make such sug-
gestions m r~lation to the expenditure of this appropriation as they may 
deem useful. . 
23. It having been the intention of Congress, in making this appropria-
tion, to afford: shbstantial relief to the suffering among the Indians, all per-
sons in any way connected with its disbursement will be expected to exert 
themselves to give full effect to this benevolent design. They will 
avoid extrav~gance and waste, exercise a vigilant and judicious economy, 
l\_nd be careful to husband the money, and the provisions purchased with it, 
so that the reri.l ·wants of the most deserving Indians may be relieved for the 
longest possib-)~ period. 
C. A. HARRIS, Commissioner. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Ufjice Indian A..ffairs, July 28, 1838. 
No. US. 
Statement showing the number of Indian schools, their location, and the nUJtmber of teachers and pupils. This etnbraces '-' 
all,frorn which reports have been received, with which tke Government has any conne:t·ion, either by cont7'ibuting to 
their support from annuities for education, or from the civilization fund. 
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I,_:_ACTING SUPERINTENDENCY OF MICHIGAN. 
L""""!;.;; 
Number of scholars. 
.. 
··',. ''' 
,, - ' 
vi ------------------.... . 
' 
. ~ CIJ 
~ 
<:,) 
Name~ of principals. Tribes instructed. til 




CIJ CIJ .0 
~ -; cJ s :::s c; s 0 ' z ~ CIJ E-4 r.. " ---------------- ------------------ ---- ----- ------------------------------ ----
~ 
~ 
Reverend L. Slater - Ottowas - - - 4 16 14 30 Baptist church - - Barry cou~, Michigan. Reverend A. Bingham - Chippewas - - 5 - - 41 Baptist church - . Sault Ste. . arie, Michigan Mr. J . Chub - - Chippewas - - I 14 Methodist Episcopal church - Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan Reverend J. Chandler - Chippewas - - 2 12 15 27 Methodist Episcopal church - Kewywenon, Michigan. Mrs. M . .A. Fisher - Chippewas - - 1 18 19 37 Catholic church - - Point St. Ignace, Michigan. ---- ---- -----~-
"' 13 - - 149 
·- I - -
t•- .. ·--· - .. -..... ~ -· 
No. US-Continued. 
H.-SUPERINTENDENCY OF WISCONSIN. 
- -· .. - .. _ .... 





Names of principals. Tribes instructed. ~ Denomination. Locality of schQols . 
...... 
0 • 
I .._ ~ • ] • 1~~ 
..0 ~ c.":! -
~ ~ ~ ~ ,. z ~ ~ E-4 I 
------------1----------·-·- ----------- --------------
Revere'!ld D. Lo'":fY - Winnebagoes - - 3 22 14 · 36 The G?vernment - - N~ar Prairie du Chien: 
Rev. Bishop F. Re~ • Menomonies • - _ 20 21 41 Catholic church - .,- Little Chute of Fox: nver. 
Rev. Solomon Davis - Oneida:-;,(Christianrarty) - - - 26 Episcop~l Mi~siona.ry Society- Duckcreek,nearQreenBay. 
Rev. DaVId Pac - Oneidas, (Orchard party) - - - 25 Methodist Ep1scopal church - Do. do. do. 
Rev. D. E . Brown - 1 Various tribes - - 2 9 11 Episcopal Missionary society- Green Bay. 
Brothertons - - 2 - - 30 _ _ _ _ Lake Winnebago. 
Rev. C. Marsh - Stockb:-idaes . - • - - 8() _ _ _ _ Lake Winnebago. 
Rev. S. HFtll . . - Chippewa~ - - 4 - - 15 Am. Bd. Com. Fore~gn Missions Lapoil'l~e, Lake Superior. 
Rev. T. S. Williamson - Sioux: • - - 3 - - 85 Do. do. do. Lac-qm-parle. 
Rev. J. D. Stephens - Sioux: - - , ~ 3 - - 25 Do. do. do. Lake Harriet. 
Rev. F. L. Denton - Sioux - - - 2 - - 19 Swiss Foreign Board - - Lake Pepin. 
Rev. D. Gavin - Sioux: - - • 1 - - 8 Do. do. - • Wabishaw's village. 
Rev. T. W. Fope • Sioux: - - - 2 - - 30 Methodist Episcopal church - Little Crow's village. 
-----------
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III.- SuPERINTENDENCY OF ST. Lours. 
By whom established. Where established. 
------------------
:Methodist Conference North bank of Osage river 
Baptist Board Foreign 
Missions - - North bank of Osage river 
Baptist Missionary Con-
vention - - Pottawatomie creek -
Methodist Epis. Church Kickapoo town - -
Methodist Society - West of Mississippi -
Methodist Society - West of Mississippi -
IV.-CHoCTAW AcADEMY. 
Tribes 
















































V.-ACTJNG SuPERINTENDENCY OP THE WESTERJI' TERRITORY. 
Number of 
scholars. 








---·---·- --------------- - -
.......__ ________ 
Moses Perry - - Shawneetown, Choc. nation - - 15 
A. Allen - - Fouch Maline, do. - - 27 
T. McKinney (native) Sugar Loaf, do. 23 
Wm. Wilson - Agency, do. 18 18 36 
R. D.Potts - - Pushamataha district, do. 26 9 35 
J. T. W. Lewis - Cle.l.r creek, do. - 16 
C. G. Hatch- - Pushamataha district, do. 17 10 27 
E. Hotchkiss . Good water, do. - - 48 




MissiO'JI£ary Schools, C/UJctaw Nation. 
Miss E. Clough - Lukfata - - - 27 14 41 
Mrs. "'Wood - - Baktnkla - - - 15 12 27 
A. D. Jones - - Eagletown - - - - 20 J. W. P. McKenzie - Shawneetown - - - 15 15 Number of male pupils 
Miss Burnham - 11 9 20 not reported: - - - -
123 
;Missionary Schools, Ckerokee Nfditm. 
C. Washburn . Dwight - -
:~ 
56 113 
Doctor Palmer - Fairfield - - - 90 
Mr. Newtoia - Park Hill - - ~5 
158 
.. 
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No.16. 
EXTRACT !<'ROM THE REPORT OF' HENRY R. SCHOOLCRAFT. 
'Phe Indians o-enerlllly, in the northwest, have got through the year with 
less abatement ~f the comfort belonging to their condition, than for several 
previous years. No epidemic disease has supervened, and the season h~s 
been favorable for raising corn and such garden ~tuff-;. as they ~elr on m 
vut for snbsistenct:l. Some dar~1age has been ~ustamed m a few mstances, 
on the alluvial lands, from contiD"Uous hydraulic works, from the premature 
intrusion of settlers on the rece~t concessions; but a friendly dispositioll 
has o-enerally been kept up on both sides, and the only difticr:.lty which has 
occu~·red, of a serious uature1 is not attributable to either cause; nor has 
any loss hecn sustained from the overflowing of streams which in~u~ed ~he 
corn crop so much in 1837. I 3hall . proceed to offer some d1stmct1ve 
remarks on the ~cveral tribes. 
Wyandots. 
The fractional bard of Wyandots on the Huron river, have cultivated 
corn and other products sufficient, it is believed, for their subsistence. 
They possess cattle and horses, and cut and cure hay for their snpport. 
This band numbers about seventy souls, who live on a few seations of 
land secured them on the tenure of their perpetuity. rrhey subsist almost 
wholly by agricultnre and grazing, and may be regarded as semi-civilized. 
- They are connected with and receive part of the annuities paid to the 
Wyandots of Upper Sandusky. They are also closely connected with the 
- Wyanuots located in the vicinity of Amlembnrg, Upper Canada. 
Black River and Swan Creek Chippewas. 
Very li tle changP, is visible in these bands, and that little is &dverse to 
their improvement. Their population has been somewhat reduced, and 
Eloes not exceed 360; of which number, 120 are men, 143 women, and 97 
youths and infants. A few individuals are understood to have joined the 
Weslyan mission near Port Samia, Upper Canada. A couple o{ heads of 
families have purchased lands from the United States Land Office, and 
settled on the upper part of Black river. The body of both bands, however 
~re intemperate a~d idle, cnltivating but little, and maintaining a bare ex~ 
Istence. They still dwell on the reserves they ceded in 1836; and, without 
a change of habits or location, are destined to a speedy extermination. 
Saginaws. 
This isolated tribe has lived down to the present time with all the essen-
tial traits common to tho ?arkest period of their history.. They are heady, 
bad tempered, fond of drmk, and savage when under Its influence. Yet 
!hey ~re a people of strong R1enta~ .\raits,. of independen~ n:ud generous feel-
I~g , and warmly attached to their ancrent modes of hvmg and supersti-
tiOns. hey ~peak a well characterized dialect of the Chippewa lanauacre 
holding near] y tne san e r lation to the great Alo-ic family of the north tl~at 
t11e Semi oJes do to the Creeks of the south. 
0 
TheiJ country appe~rs to 
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have been a place of refuge to the other tribes. They succeeded to the pos ~ 
sessions of the Sauks, who were driven from the banks of the Saginaw about 
the close of the 16th, or beginning of the 17th century. 'l..,hey have been 
observed for at least two or three centuries certainly to have had a ruling 
chief, who exercised more of the powers of a dictator than is usual wit~1 the 
other tribes. They are known to have indulged their predatory and war· 
like propensities, by participating in the scenes of attack and plunder which 
marked tb.e early settlements oC\Vestern Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Ken-
tucky. 
The country occupied by the Snginaws is fertile 1 den-.: 'ly wooded, and 
abounds in streams affording valuable water power. Jt is stilJ but sparsely· 
settled, but in proportion as the lands are taken n:>, the natural means of 
subsisteuce of the Indians must diminish, althoug-l1 it is stated that portions 
of the public lands west and north of the Titta1 awassa will afford a theatre 
for hunting for many years. 'The recent ratiiJcation by the Senate of the 
treaty of January 14, 1837, with this tribe, extinguishes their title to alL 
their possessions in Michigan, saving the right to 1ive for five years. 
on two of the ceded reservations on Saginaw bay. In 1837 this tribe lost 
354 persons by the small pox; of whom 106 were men, 107 women, and 
141 children. Their present population, by a census just completed, i:3 
993 ; 221 of whom are males, 298 females, and 47 4 youths and infants. 
In 1837' their corn fields were either damaged or wholly destroyed by high 
wnter in the Saginaw and its tributaries. 'rhe present year they have 
raised, collectively, 760 bushels of corn, besides potatoes and vegetables. 
'"rwo tradflrs purchased of them within the year, 40 bears, 65 deer, 35 
otters, 33 pounds beaver, 570 muskrats, 140 minks, 55 fishers, 40 "foxes, 17 
elk, 4 moose, 89@ racoons, and 19 cats. How many they sold to others. 
is not known. 
The department maintains for them a sub-agent, an interpreter, u black-
smith and assistant, and one principal and several subordinate farmers. 
They appear to have bten overlooked by philanthropists, having, up to this 
date, neither schools nor teachers of any description. 
Ottawas and Chippewas of the Upper Lakes. 
These tribes occur;v the entire peninsula of Michigan, north of Grand 
nnd west of 'Thunder ~Bay river, together with that part of Upper Michigan 
Incorporated by the act of adn{ission, which lies between Point Detour, at 
the mouth of St. Mary's and Tohisseebing, or Chocolate river, of Lrl'ce Su-
_perior. 'rhe large area included within these boundaries, was. ceded by the 
treaty of March 28, 1836. No accurate map of the country 1s extant, and 
the surveys thus far executed do not extend beyond about 110 mil :s north 
of Grand river. The original estimate madA at the time of purchase, was 
15 000 000 of acres, nine of which were computed to lie within the lower 
' ' -.peninsula. Much of this land is deemed to be of the first quahty. Other 
·sections embrace valuable pineries, with ample water power. It con.pre-
hends many rivers of the first class, together with nnmerons bays, harbors, 
islands and fish iuo· grounds, indi .~pensable to the futnre growt h and com-
mercial prosperity ~f the State. For the geographi cal ontli lE:~ of thi s ces-
sion embracincr also the boundaries of th1s superin tendency, l beg ]eave to 
refe; the department to a sketch transmitted with my b st an n-ual report. 
The present numerical strength of these tribes i 4;872, showing an increase 
31 
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-of 311,or about six and a half per C'ent. within the last year. The census, in· 
dicated by the pay rolls, exhibits the excess common to aboriginal tribes, o~ 
females over males, and the usual deficiency in the ratio of children to 
adults. The geographical distribution of this population is as foliows: On 
Lake Superior, east of Chocolate river, 215; Straits of St. Mary's, 198; 
islands of Lake Huron, 208; Straits of Michilimackinac, 223; north shore 
of Lake Michigan, 81 ; Green Bay, north of Menomonie river, 4.25; 'fhun-
der Bay, 60; Cheboigan, 121 ; Little Traverse Bay of Lake Michigan, 
1,04.3; Grand Traverse Bay, 476; east coast of Lake Michigan, between 
Grand 'Traverse and l"lanistee, 211; Grand River Valley and its adjunct 
bands, 1,197; islands of Lake Michigan, 113. 
Instructions were issued to the various sub-officers and persons in the 
etnploy of this superintendency, to aicertain the precise amount of agri-
eultural products raised by the Indians; the amount of fish taken and bar-
relled; and the amount and description of furs and pel tries taken and sold; 
also the number of births and deaths, indicating the deaths by casualty, 
so as to determine the amount of public crime, together with data for 
determining the state of longevity and the average duration of life ; the 
average number of souls to a family, and of children by one wife. But 
the returns are too imperfect to attempt any generalization from them. The 
.sub-reports will indicate such facts as have -been collected. It is believed 
that the leisure time of the officers and others could not be better employed 
than in the acquisition of facts of this nature. It is to be remarked, that 
the above indicated increase of population includes the correction 6f some 
inaccuracies in the counts of the previous year, owing to the iuattention of 
some of the chiefs in bringing out all their people, and the ratio is, there-
fore, somewhat beyond the actual increase. Oue instance is k 1own where 
a chief has had fourteen children by one wife, three of whom are still · 
infants or children, and four have died after reat•hing maturity. Thill 
individual has boon, most of his life, a temperate and industrious man, and: 
has, consequently, enjoyed more of the comforts of life, and more ample 
means of subsistence than is usual with his people. There are many per .. 
sons living among the Ottowas and Chippewas who are beyond seventy. 
There are still some individuals near this place who were yonths or infants 
at the period of the massacre at Fort Mackinac, in 1763, and remember 
the transfer of the Britjsh post t0 this island. The general improvement 
of these tribes is marked by their dress and manners. 'rhey have, years 
since, abandoned the war and begging dance, anil given np the use of the 
Indian drum and rattle. It is only among the more remote northwestern 
bands of them that these customs still exist, and the ceremonies of the 
m.eta, or medicine dance, are wholly confined to th~tt quarter. A limited 
number of both tribes can read and write, and a few profess Christianity~ 
and there are strong inducements to the teachers to persevere in their. 
benevolent labors. Some of the Indians have died examples of piaty, and. 
a considerable number nre strictly temperate, leading orderly and consistent 
lives, and making a proper uso of their annnitie5. 
Ojib-was of Luke Superior. 
'1"1hi~ tribe constitutes tlw body of the nation, elsewhere in onr treatiP.s with. 
the aborigines called "Chippewas." They occupy the entire shores of this. 
lake, comprising as it does parts of the State of Michigan, the rrcrritoryof Wis~ 
consin, and the province of Upper Canada. 'l,hey extend to and beyond th& 
B~~rces of the Mississippi, and under ~he sub.denominations of Kinistenos, o:r 
I • 
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Crees and Muskigoes, or Gens de Terres, to the banks of the Mississippi of 
Huds~n's Bay. They occupy the southern shores of Lake Superior, between 
Chocolate and Montreal rivers, extending south and west to the legal bounda-
ries of '\\7isconsin Territory. The extent of the lake coast thus possessed by 
them is computed by the fur traders at 320 miles. As we have neither accurate 
maps nor surveys of any description of this part of t!Je country, estimates of 
the quantity of land hel~ b¥ the~ must be vague. So far a~ ~omprehended 
within the bounds of Michigan, It may be put at twenty millions of acres. 
It is but eighteen years (in 1820) since the United States Government first 
sent an agent to explore this portion of its territory, and it is still too im· 
perfectly known to juntify anything like a complete description of its soil 
and. resources. Tnwellers have descried, from the lake, its imposing moun· 
tains, some of which have a volcanic aspect, and have gazed with admira .. 
tion on its varied coast scenery, but its interior has never been subjected to 
geographical scrutiny. From what is actually known, it may be regarded 
as destined to be considered, hereafter, as one of the principal miniJ:ig dis-
tricts in North America. The indications of copper, iron, lead, and even 
ot the precious metals, are decidedly favorable. There are also detached 
valleys of rich soil , which are connected by contiguous hard-.wood forests 
and openings on the south and west borders of the tract. Other portio~s 
abound in spar-pine and timber suitable for lumber. ~l,he streams, descend .. 
ing from the table lands, flow with a velocity which creates an abundant 
water power, until within a few miles of the Jake, when thP-y become tran-
quil, and of sufficient depth for the anchorage of ves3els. The coast affords 
several capacious bays, harbors, and anchorage grounds, and the Jake 
abounds in several species of valuable fish, which admit of beino- cured 
and barrelled for market; a branch of commerce which is already begin-
ning to attract some attention, and, together with its lumbering and other 
resources, cannot but be appreciated the moment the lake is tl1rown open 
·to the e-ntrance of shipping from below, by the construction of an adequata 
canal round St. Marys falls. 
The department first placed an agency among these bands in 1822, and 
occupied the country the same year with a detachment of troops, who have 
co~1tinued, with ~he usual chan_ges, to garr~son the pass at St. Marys up to-
tins date. 'I,he mtercourse w1th the Indmns has been managed with a 
view to impress them with the jnstir~ and benevolent regard of our Gov-
ernment for their race, and its ability to protect both them· and its own citi· 
zens who are permitted to trade among them, and the hope is indulged that 
these efforts have not been who11y without a favorable effect. Still, it is 
not to be concealed that their predilections are in favor of the British Gov-
ernment, under whose jurisdiction they have lived-with little, and cer-
tainly feeble efforts to assert our own-since the fall of the French power-
in this quarter, in 1763. 
Chippewas and Kinistenos of Grand Portage and lsle Royal. 
The act of Congress, defining the boundary between Michigan and Wiscon-
sin, establishes a line from the mouth of Montreal river "direct across Lake 
Superior to where the territorial line of the United States last touches 
said lake, northwest," which, it is believed, will throw the whole of Isle 
Royal, of Lake Superior, into the State of Michignn, together with other 
islands and :fisheries lying south and east of Keministigusia, or old Grand 
Portage. The number of Indians occupying these islands, their means of 
~ubsistence, and the condition of the trade, whether carried on exclusively 
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by American citizens, in conformity to law, or by foreigners, in violation of 
it, constitute topics of pertinent inquiry, and I should deem a visit to 
the region in question expedient, as early a it may be found practicable. 
Menomonies of Michigau. 
The number of this tribe located north of the State boundary, through 
the Menomonie river of Green Bay, cannot be precisely stated, and there-
fore the department is referred to the estimate heretofore submitted. They 
are understood to be much mixed with the contiguous Chippewa bands at 
that point, and speak a dialect of this leading language of the north. 11 his 
dialect i marked with peculiar inflections of its verbs and other parts of 
speech, and has more that is peculiar in its accent than other derivatives 
from tlv' frnitful Algie stock. It hns been stated that the Menomonies 
have engrafted. the Ohippawa npon an originallangtwge of their own, but 
if so, its radical forms have been unsuccessfully sought by philologists, nor 
does it seem probable that one barbarous tribe should have so completely 
adopted the language of another radically different and thrown away its 
own.-
Ottowas of J.1aumce, in Ohio. 
It has not been practicable to visit these Indians during the year, nor am 
I aware of the actual number who have lingered behind their brethren now 
on the Osage river, west of Missouri. I"'..,rom information received recently, 
from the agent who conducted a delegation of the Ottowas and Chippewas 
of the upper lakes to view that region the past summer, I am assured that 
the location of the Ohio Ottowas is every way favorable to their growth 
aud improveme 1t. -
Pottawatomies and Ottowas of Southern Michigan. 
Th ..,se Indians are disposed at various points on the public lands, where 
the advantage of hunting, and making sugar fi·om the maple in the proper 
sBasons, entices them. In these situations, the net of Congress, regulating 
trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes is inapplicable to them; they 
traffic in ardent SJ?irits without restraint, and itinerate through the settle-
nlents, the objects of both commisseration and cupidity. What number the 
emigrating oificers have drawn to~ether and conducted west during the 
year, is not known, but my attention has been directed to the fact, that 
numbers of them have expatriated themselves to the Manatoutin islands of 
Lake Huron, within the bpundaries of Upper Canada. One hundred and 
thirty-sevet persons are reported to me to have gone the present year. 
They have passed in canoes, taking with them such effects as usually con-
stitute lndi::m household property. 
Labor done for the Indians, and tJattle and agricultural implements 
distributed. 
Four blacksmiths nnd four assistants, one g;unsmith, two carpenters and 
joiners, three principal aud five assistant far~ners, have been employed at 
the several stations, under various treaty stipulatiOns for the benefit of the 
Indians. All applications made by them for the repair of their arms, or 
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utensils used in their domestic economy, have been complied with by the 
smiths, and new iron work issued in cases demanding it, by the agents and 
interpreters. Blacksmiths' stock amounting_ to the aggregate sum of 
$660, has been purchased for the shops dunng the year; the amount of 
which issued, and the amount on hand, is designated in the accompanying 
tables. 
The farmers and their assistants have been employed in clearing, fenc-
ing, ploughing, and cultivating land at the stations assigned them, in rais-
ing and taking care of cattle and other stock for the Indians, in securing 
hay to winter them, fire-wood for the household, and in other necessary 
work. One of the assistants, being a female, has directed her efforts to 
teach the women some of the ordinary labors of their sex in husbandry and · 
housekeeping. Cattle, ploughs, axes, carts, scythes, rakes, &c., have been 
distributed to as great an extent as it was thought they would be properly 
used, and the men have labored for them and with them, aiming to teach 
by example and by precept. If less has been accomplished than has been 
desired, the hope is yet indulged that the result has been productive of con-
siderable good. Whatever serves to withdraw an Indian's mind from the 
pursuits of the chase, has a direct tendency to promote his civilization. 
And with this view, several families who had previously learned the art of 
taking care of them, have been supplied with cattle, and more have been 
promised them should the experiment succeed. It is my impression that 
better effects will result from inducing the Indians to labor, than from hir-
ing mP-n to labor for them, and that most of the funds should be applied 
directly to the Indians, whether living on the reserves or not. The car-
penters have been employed in erecting dwellings for the Indians, and for 
those laboring- among them, in preparing trains, repairing buildings: and 
making plain joiners' work, chests, tables, and other objects appropriate for 
them on the reserves. Two thousand seven hundred and four feet of ltun-
ber have been furnished to, and thus applied by them, during the year, to-
gether with shingles, nails: glass, and other materinls denoted in their re-
ports. It is found that this class of mechanics will effect more good both 
by their work and their instructions if sent from village to village: and not 
left too long at one particular station. By this distribution of their labor, 
jealousies among band' occupying so extensive an area are also obviated. 
lnt£rnational conwz.unication of the Northwestern Indians. 
The several tribes within the region of the upper lakes have a free and 
ready communication with each other. Affiliated by !he ties of common 
original language, (throwing ont _t~~ Wyandor~ and Wn:neb~goes,) by long 
established customc;, and the fac1htles of a w1de reachmg mtercourse by 
water, they are well advised of each others affairs, and keep up a verbal 
correspondence by persons passing to and fro. The circle of this corres-
pondence is irrespective of politi?al boundaries, and ex!ends wher~ver the 
tribes are actually located. 'rheu sympathies and feelmgs are umted on 
all general questions, and it is known to all who have investigated the sub-
ject, that these feeling-s in their natural state are generally ad verse to the 
· white race, to their schools and religion, to their agriculture and arts, laws 
and customs, and are as strongly t1ttached to their own primitive opinions 
and modes of action. The politician must encounter their prejudices as 
well as the teacher, moral or religious, and the effort to counteract them 
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requires perseverance in both cases. As a question between the United 
States and Great Britain, the feeling is adverse to the former, and favora-
ble to the latler. 
Condition of the Indians. 
r.rhe Lake Indians suffered an extraordinary loss of numbers by the late 
war, not so much from losses in battle (which were not perhaps great) as 
from camp diseases, and hunger all:i misery consequeat upon their return 
to their distant homes in the uorth. Whole villages were depopulated, or 
reduced to but a few souls, and I have within the present year passed 
over the ancient sites of towns, populous in 1812: which are now over-
grown with grass and brambles; where not a single souL dwells to repeat 
the tale of their ~ufferings. With this result, the foreign fur companies, at 
present existing in this quarter, are chiefly chargeable; as the agents of 
these powerful monopolies had the double motive of interest and inclina-
tion to stimulate them in bringing out the Indians: even from the npper 
waters of the Mississippi. It i~ stated by those who were eye witnesses, 
that there has been no period in their modern history, when these tribes 
were so reduced in numbers and in spirit, and so beggared in means, as at 
the close of 1S14, and the spring of 1815. And it is evident from a survey 
of the country that their population has never reached its previous num-
bers. Th~ business of the fur trade was resumed with a new impulse 
about this tin!e, and the Indians were urged in the pursuit by every motive 
which rivalry and cupidity could originate. For about ten or twelve years, 
there was something like a renewal of the prior efforts iu this seducing 
branch of trade. But unfortunately for the Indians, the animals whose furs 
were most valuable very r'apidly diminished, and the best hunters fell be-
hindhand in paying up their credits to the traders. A ln.pse of ten years 
more completely prostrated this trade in Michigan. 'rhe Indians had been 
plied freely with ardent spirits (their greatest bane) during this time, and 
they were as a body deteriorated in their tone and independence of mind, 
and left sadly in debt. Several of the tribes began to think of disposing of 
their surplus lands to clothe their families and pay their debts. In 1817, 
the various northwestern tribes commenced the sale of their hunting 
grounds, in a general treaty, concluded at the foot of the rapids of the 
Miami of the lake ; and between that aud the present date, they have alien-
ated their title to all their possessions in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Michi-
gan, with a trifling exception in favor of the Wyandots and Miamis, and 
the large tract of the Ojibwas on Lnke Superior. By the proceeds of these 
sales, the fuilure of the chase has been in a measure repaired, their families 
have been ~lathed and fed, and in many iustances their debts paid. Hunt-
ing has become a minor employment, and raising corn and gardening have 
been more fully attended to. But it has become evident that they cannot 
exist prosperously in these positions, even werP. their annuities perpetual 
instead of limited, and did they as n general policy invest them not in drink 
and fine ry, but in lands for the purpose of cultivation. Every thing in the 
.condition of the State communities, is adverse to their prosperity as whole 
tribes, and their emigration has therefore llnturally forced its'elf' upon the 
attention of the public, as the only practicable mode of rescuing them, and 
preserving them as a distinct race. 
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Policy. 
The northern Indians are generally adverse to a removal south of the 
Missouri. 'l'he strong points of their objections are that the country is de-
1icient in forests, game, and fish; that they are woodmen, and watermen, 
and unable to support the fatigues of field labor, in the prairies of that 
latitude, withont a sacrifice of health. Much prejudice is felt against the 
entire plan, and but little true information is extant on the subject. 'rhe 
recent delegates have differed in their reports, and some of them have been 
. guilty of duplicity, speaking well in one place, of the country, and its fer-
tility, and ill of it in another. These tribes would generally prefer a loca-
tion on the Upper Mississippi, for which they memorialized the President 
in 1836. To the Ottowas of Grand river, this question has assumed a . 
more definite shape, than it has to the other bands. Settlements press upon 
them at that point; they have parted with all their lands, and will probably 
be the first to migrate west. Judicious mcasnres would probnb1y meet with 
some success next year. The Ottowns of L' Arlnt Crocke have fnllen on 
the plan· ot laying by their annuities to purchase lands in Michigan. These 
people originally came from the M.anitontin chain of islands in Lake Huron, 
Upper Cauada. Some of these lmve returned to that point, where induce-
-ments are held out for their settlement; and should they be pressed, the 
majority of them wonld,'it may be apprehended, flee thither. The Chippe-
was, at least those north of the straits of Mackinac, do not at present feel 
the inconvenience of intrusion by settlers. The country is not yet survey-
ed, a!1d it will require some time before it can be brought into market. The 
great and governing motive with this tribe in objecting to a removal south, 
is, however, to be found in the fact, that they possess large tracts of territory 
on Lake Superior, to which there is a ready access of free communication 
during the open seasen by water. It is believed that a good effect would 
attend some general means for disseminating correct information among the 
whole number of lake tribes. They are much in the dark, not only with 
respect to our policy as to their removal, but do not well comprehend their 
political responsibility and duties to the United States, as contradistinguish-
ed from its enemies or allies. They have never racovered from the suc-
cessful vituperation vented against the Americans by refugees of the char-
acter of Simon Goity, who fled during the wars of 1790 and 1812. I am 
of opinion that, if closely inquired into, it wiH be found t}1at these tribes 
generally acknowledge · fealty to Great Britain. Strenuous e-fforts have 
been made for a few years past, to colonize the Ottowas and Chippewas, in 
Upper Canada. If it be wisdom on the part of the Canadian Executive 
Government to effect this object, it would seem to be equally politic ou the 
part of our own to prevent it. rrhe question has to me a deeper aspect 
than the ostensible one of promoting their civilization. Perhaps a general 
con vocation of the tribes at this island, attended by some of the officers of 
this Government, would be expedient. At the same time that our policy and 
wishes were explained, their action might be procured in a general treaty 
of amity and faith with the United States; and this would furnish a suit-
able occasion for delivering in a body the annual presents, and for invest-
ing the chiefs with appropriate medals and flags. It will be found, on ex-
amination, that most of our recent treaties are mere land treaties, and are 
at fault in this particular. 
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No. 17. 
EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT OF PURDY MCELVAINE, 
As a part of my annual report, I beg leave (supposing it would be satis~ 
factory to the department,) to report somewhat in extenso the physical 
geography of the Wyandot reservation, including the character and qualities 
of its waters, its geological and mineralogical character as far as ascertained, 
its prodncts both wild and cultivated, with such other statistical statements 
as, in my opinion, may be interesting to the department. 
This reservation is situated in 41° 15' north latitude. and is now in extent 
14 miles east and west, and 12 miles north and sonth.' It is situated nearly 
in the centre of the county of Crawford, Ohio, sixty-five miles north of Co· 
lumbus, (the State capital,) and fifty-five miles south of the sor1thern shore 
of I jake Erie, occupying &early a middle position between the State capital 
and the lake, and one of the most important and leading thoroughfares from 
sollth to north passes through it. 
It is watered by the Sandusky with its numerous tributaries, which has 
its sonrce in the east part of this connty, and runs from its source, gener-
ally a westerly course, till it enters the 'Vyandot reservation, and follows 
along its sonthern border until it passes the centre, then makes an angle 
and run, a northerly course through the reservation, and continues that di-
rection till it discharges itself into Lake Erie. It is also finely watered with 
never failing springsJ gusl~ing out from strata of limestone rock on each 
side of the nv-er, the smaller tributary streams, rivulets, and ravines. The 
quality of the water is generally ('vith the exception of some mineral springs 
which I shall describe hereafter) limestone, and necessarily hard. Soft, or 
what is usually "called free-stone water," is not to be found within the limits 
of this reservlltion, nor indeed in any of the adjacent territory. 
There are several sulphur springs, and others of a strong chalybeate 
quality; one of the former I will here briefly describe. It is about 2! miles 
below this, (north,) situated within a few rods of the river, occupying an 
area of half an acre on a rich alluvial bottom; the quantity of water issuing 
therefrom, I slwnld jndge to be about two barrels per minnte. Its waters 
are supposed by competent judges to be the strongest sulphur of al'ly spring 
in the northwest part of the State, except the Delaware springs. 
As no regular analysis of the qualities of the water has, as yet, been at-
tempted, I can only say from the best lights I can command, that it will 
yiel<l proportions of carbonate of soda, sulphate of magnesia, sulphate of 
lime, but the greatest proportion v:ill be fou11d to be pnre sulphur. '"rhere 
is a constant bubbling or escaping of sulphurated hydrogen gns. 
Remote from the streams, it is not a little remarkable that in digging for 
water, especially .on whnt is usually tP.rmed the prairies, pnre fresh limestone 
water is often found at the depth qf from 12 to 15 feet, and in digging a few 
rods distant about the same depth, water of entirely a different quality is pro-
duced, and, in many instauces, unfit for use. The rocks and stones are lime-
stone, sandstone: granite, iron-stone, and sometimes quartz. The latter, how-
ever, is generally to be f~nmd in small pieces in isolated collections on the 
high ridges, and are generally round and smooth, rendered so by attrition. 
There are two class'es of limestone, one called the white limr, nnd the other 
the blue; the former, when quarried, is usually in square blocks, from 4 to 
6 or 8 inches in thickness, and very well adapted to building. It is of a light 
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grayish color, and, before exposed to t~e sun, is quite soft, and easily dressed 
by the mason. rrhe latter (the blue limesone) is generally to be found in 
the beds of the streams in alternate strata of a thin scaly slate ; it is gener-
ally from 1 to 2 inches in thickness, and, when quarried, can be raised in _ 
large slabs of an uniform thickness, and quite smooth. It is a much harder 
kind of rock than the white lime; when broken, the edges have almost a 
deep indigo blue color. It is said by those who have tried the experiment, 
that it makes a stronger and better lime than the white limestone, but it re-
-sists the action of fire with a greater degree of tenacity than the former, 
consequently more tedious and difficult to burn. In short, the reservation 
is abundantly supplied with stone for all purposes. 
The reservation is divided into nearly two equa1 parts of prairie and 
wood land. The former is generally updulating and beautifully intet--
spersed with groves of fine timber, such as white, black, and red oak, 
hickory, walnut, elm, and sugar trees. In some of these islands are most 
splendid lands; others are of a less fertile quality, being of a clay and 
gravelly nature, but yield fine crops of wheat and oats. The prairies· 
proper are of a black loam, rich and luxuriant, yielding a great abundance 
of wild grass and tame hay. 
rrhe wood lands are generally fertile, of a strong loam, based upon a 
tough diluvium clay a,_nd gravel basis. On the high ridges, the soil i:s of a 
more barren or sterile character, having but a thin coat of productive soil, 
the bases being the diluvium already mentioned; yet these (to appearance) 
barren ridges produce good crops of wheat and oats. The bottom lands 
are rich alluvial soil, and produce fine crops of corn. -
Tirnber generally. 
The timber is genE:rally white, black, and red oakJ hickory walnut, white 
walnut, sugar tree, maple; beach, poplar, white and blue ash, hackberry, 
red and slippery elm, gum, sycamore, buck eye, linwood, wild cherry, awl, 
mulberry. 
Products-Fruits. 
Apples, peaches, plums, cherries, wild cherries, crab apples, grapes, rasp-
berries, strawberries, May apples, &c. -
Mast. 
Walnuts, white walnuts, hickory nuts, beaeh nuts, hazle nuts, and 
ayorns. 
Agricultural products. 
Corn, wheat, oats, buckwheat, and potatoes are the principal. Taking 
the mast and agricultural products in connexion, they afford an abundance 
of means for fattening their swine, not only for family use, but for market; 
pork commanding from $18 to $25 per barrel. While dwelling upon the 
resources of the nation, I will add a large cranberry marsh,-containing 
about 160 acres, off which the nation realizes, annually, from 4 to 5,000 
bushels of cranberries. They are commonly sold at the marsh at the rates 
of from fifty to seventy-five cents per pushel, and when tal{en any distance·, 
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readily command from $1 to $1 25. This, also, is quite a source of 
revenue to the nation, besides supplying each family with a very pleasant 
condiment for table use, and can be easily kept the year round. This year 
it is npprehended that in consequence of the excessive drought the crops 
wil1 be unusually light. 
Agriculture arn,ong the Wyandots fm· this year. 
Last spring presented indisputable evidence of increased industry among 
the Wyandots. The nation presented a scene of bustle and hurry; the 
public blacksmith's shop was constantly thronged with wagons, plough 
irons, grubbing hoes, corn hoes, and all the variety of implements of hus-
bandry to be repaired, or new ones made. 
More new fields were fenced and more corn was planted last spring than 
any preceding season since I have had the honor of serving the department 
-as Indian sub-agent for the Wyandots. "rhey are manifestly on the rise as 
an agricultural people. They are now compelled to abandon the precarious 
reliance upon the chase, as their hunting grounds are now becoming thickly 
settled by a white population. Unfortunately the excessive drought this 
season and the unusually early frosts have prevented them from reaping 
the rewnrd due to industry. 
A ]arge majority of the nation appe~rs to be happy and contented, and 
peace and harmony exist between them and the surrounding white popula-
tion. It is, however, to he regretted, that the lower classes of the W yan-
dots are addicted to intemperance. Their proximity to the whites affords 
t,hem easy access to places where is vended 
"Firey fell-destroying drink." 
Iu prosecutions for selling liquor to the Indians, I have always to rely 
upon the statute laws of this State by pre~entment to the grnnd jury, and 
having no contingent fund at my disposal for the purpose of conducting 
prosecutions, I cannot venture a suit unless there is a moral certainty of the 
conviction of the accused. 
1 encouuter no difficulty in keeping liquor out of the limits of the 
reservation, as the chiefs at all times readily co-operate with me in its 
-sn ppressi on. 
They suffer much from the frequent thefts committed upon their prop· 
erty, especially their horses: by wandering vagabond whites. 
No. 18. 
EXTRACT FROM THE REPOR'.r OF JOSEPH M. STREET. 
The country retained by the Sacs and Foxes, after the treaty of 21st 
October, 1837, is in an irregular square form, of about 140 miles each way, 
on an ci.vemg ; the southern line on Missouri being shortest, and the 
northern line on the neutral ground being the longest. The eastern line 
adjoining the last CBSsion, is'- the longest of the lii1es running north and 
south, being nearly straight and measuring about 150 miles. It is tra-
versed in thP- whole extent by four considerable rivers, two of which 
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have been navigated without difficulty at spring tides, ty stea~boats of 
the middling class, and the other two by keel-boats, each a distance of from 
120 to 130 miles by the steamboats, and 100 more by keels. 
'rhe Desmoines is a noble stream, passing through the Sac and Fox 
country, in n course from northwest to southeast, a distance of about 180 
n1iles by land, and, it is belived, can be penetrated by stemnboats, at the 
spring tides, to the Racoon fork, about 50 miles by land, into the Sac and 
f.,ox country. The Red Cedar is little inferior in size to the Desmoines, 
and apparently affords more water in the summer a 1d full, and has been 
penetrated this spring for 50 miles from the Mississippi by steamboats, 
and, when business may requirr, it is believed may be navigated 40 or 50 
n1iles higher. 'The Iowa, no doubt, can be ascended by keel-bonts n dis-
tance of 30 or 40 miles into the Indian country. The Slnmk, running 
nearly through the centre of the Sac and Fox country, though navigable 
for keels throngh a great part of its course, is obstrncted by n milldam 
near its month, within the country owned by the United States. The Skunk 
runs in a parallel course to the Desmoines, at a mean distance of about 30 
miles; the Iowa about 45 to 50 miles from the Slmnk; and the Red 
Cedar about 25 to 30 from the Iowa; all entering the Snc and Fox coun-
try from the northwest, through the neutral ground, and running out to 
the southeast into the country ceded to the United Stutes by the treaties 
of 1824, 1832, 1836, and 1837. 
The conntry retained by the Sacs and Foxes, it will be seen, is tra-
Vt~rsed by three considerable rivers, running parallel to each other through 
iL whole extent, into which numerous tributar1es pour their waters, cut-
ting up the whole extent of country into convenient sections of prairie and 
woodland; the prairies occupying, generally, the plains between the streams, 
and the woods bordering all the large streams for several miles, n nd skirting 
the smaller from a half to two miles on each side; thus cutting the whole 
country up into prairies and woodlands1 conveniently inte1;mingled for the 
purpose of settlement and facile cultivation. This is the description of 
country, as far into it as my knowledge extends) and is variegated by 
woods and prairie in beautiful undulations of hill and dale. The soil on 
·.the Skunk and the Desmoines and intervening country, is universally of a 
rich, black) deep mould, in the dividing prairies distant from either river, 
inclined, from their flat, tabular situation, to retain standing water in the 
spring, and after hasty hard rains, or spells of wet weather. The lands on 
the Iowa and Red Cedar are more broken ard diversified, though princi-
pally consisting of a rich) black soil, intermingled with sand. The prairies are 
larger, and the quantity of timber smaller; nor is the growth of timber 
as vigorous, tall: and thrifty us that on the Desmoines. Groves of timber 
appear in isolated spots on small streams that run into open prairie, and 
are not as universally continuous on the m:-.rgins of nll the streams as 
that on the Skunk and Desmoines. The whole of the conntry on the 
Iowa aud Red Cedar is watered hy living streams and fine springs of water. 
The Desmoines country, on the other hand, has few living streams and sel-
dom a spring-, after leaving the bauks of the Desmoines; yet, wherever 
wells have been dug, good water is obtained, from 12 to 35 feet. Near the 
neutral ground; on the Iowa and Skunk, I am told the prairies become 
larger, and the groves, consequently, less. On the Desmoines, near the Ra-
.coon fork, there is a much larger portion of timber. The soil is near the 
same. These last far.ts are stated from information of Indians and whites 
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who have been into the country to those points. From my own observa" 
tion of what I have seen, and the best accounts I have of the remainder, 
the Sacs and Foxes have a country, for fertility of soil, water, timber, and 
prairie, inferior to no portion of country of similar extent on this conti-
nent. This whole tract of country abounds in apparently large and ex· 
tensive beds of stone coal, which is pronounced of excellent quality by 
blacksmiths who have tried it on the Desmoines. 
You will perceive a great difference in the number of Indians reported 
by me last year and this year; this principally arises from my more inti-
mate acquaintance with them since my former report, and from the 
frequent visits l have made to their towns during the spring, !-nmmer, and 
fall of the present year, in the discharge of duties required of me by the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Last year they were reported at 6,400 
souls. On a particular inquiry and my own observation at their several 
villages, I would state them at 4,54.6 souls, as follows, to wit: 
Ap-pe-nooses band, Sacs, on the Desmoines - - 1,300 
Ke o-kuck band 800 
Wa-pel-law band, Foxes 
On the Desmoines 
Part of Wa-pel-law's band, on Skunk river 








Making of Sacs two thousand one hnndred, and of Foxes two thousand 
fonr hundred and forty-six ; in all, Sacs and Foxes, four thousand five 
hundred and forty-six. Twenty-five hundred are on the Desmoines, and 
two thousand and forty-six on the Iowa and Skunk rivers. 
It would be difficult to say ho~ these Indians are employed, whether in 
the chase or in farming. Since their return from Washington last Novem-
ber, the whole of the two tribes h~ve done little else than live upon the 
presents of horses, &c. given them, drink whiskey, and live amongst the 
white settlers on their borders and in their country; for great numbers of 
whites are settled in the Indian country, and going in and out of it con-
tinually. Notwithstanding this, the squaws have raised great quantities of 
corn, beans, and pumpkins. 
The Foxes have about 250 acres in cultivation, and raised about 7,500 
bushels of corn. 
The Sacs have about 200 acres in cultivation, and raised about 6,000 
bushels corn ; making· about 13,500 bushels corn, besides beans and 
pumpkins. 
The Foxes have, during the st1mrner, hunted and killed some game to 
eat. The Sacs have not attempted to hunt, the country in their imme-
diate vicimty being very destitute of all game, and at one time, in J nne, July, 
and August, I tho11ght the whole tribe would perish for provisions before 
their corn would arrive at a situation to be used. This state of the nation 
is traceable to two causes: first: the treaty provision for $5,000 worth of 
provisions to be given them for two years: being (to them unexpectedly) 
withheld; and, second, the dispensing among the ct1iefs and braves of large 
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quantities of intoxicating drinks by the sma1l dealers and border settlers, 
which latter came in shoals with accounts to the payment of annuities, the 
8th wstant, and have large claims to be presented to the Commissioner on 
the treaty stipulation of 1837, (setting apart $100,000 to ray claims.) In 
order to cnrry favor and keep t1p an influence with the Indians, all this 
year, great quantities of whiskey have been fn'lely dispensed to the Sacs 
and Foxes, bflyond anything that has occurred since my first acquaintance 
with them in 1 !3~4; and although I have, under the instrnctions of the 
Commissioner 0r· lndian Affairs, located their agency among them within 
their own coulll :y, and within an hour's ride of their principal town, I have 
little hope that auy good can be done the Indians, unless some more efficient 
plan can bfl adopted to exclude whiskey and the white people from the 
Indian country. 
At the late payment of annuities in their own country, there were not 
less than one hundred white men in attendance, and perfectly E'xcluded the 
Indians from the house the money was to be paid in, (a new hewed log 
house, unfinished, intended for a council house,) until I several times 
reqnested them to retire, to permit the Indians to come in and receive 
their money. They went out, but took out all the chinking between the 
logs, to look in and see what was going on. After the payment, the Indians 
paid to these small dealers, whiskey sellers, &c. something over $12,000 in 
specie, and the Foxes took $3,000 to pay to claimants, they said, not there . . 
I mention these facts to show the department the absolute necessity of an 
exclusion of the whites, except licensed traders, from the Sac and Fox 
country; and, in relation to these, I would add that the only hope I can 
entertain of a benefit to the Indians is in the exclusion of all white men 
but one trader from the Indian country, whose goods and prices should be 
controlled by the United States agent, or that the United States take the 
trade into their own hands, and exclude &ll traders, &c. 
Under the instructions of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, the build-
ing of two saw and grist mills, and the breaking- and fencing of 1,439 
acres of prairie land, have been let to the lowest bidder, and in the progress 
· of completion. The ground will, from all appearances, be ready for cultiva-
tion in the spring, and the mills during the ensuing summer and fall. 640 
a0res of the land are on the Iowa and 799 on the Desmoines, which will 
put it jn the power of the Sacs and Foxes to put in large crops of corn, &c., 
the ensuing year, upon land well broke and fenced from the inroads of 
stock. But, unless the whites are prevented from taking whiskey into their 
country, little benefit can arise to the Indians from all that has been, or 
now is, doiug for their ir·nprovement by the United States. 
A promise was made in the treaty of 21st October, 1837, for the expendi-
ture of $2,000 per annum for five years, in support of a farm in the Sac 
and Fox country, and, by former treaties and appropriations, $800 per 
annum to aid them in farming, the purchase of agricultnral instruments, 
domestic animals, &c. &c. Under the exclusion of whiskey and whi l.e per-
sons not authorized to go into the Indian country, these provisions might be 
made of great use to the Indians if early carried into effect at a point near the 
Indian towns, where tbe several improvements in farming, getting and 
aving grnin, hay, &c. could be closely observed by the Indians, and the 
raising and laking care of hogs, cattle, and horses more immediately seen 
in their own country. 
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No part of the appropriation for the purchase of domestic animals, impl 
ments of husbandry, &c., and of the $2,000 per annum for agricultural 
purposes, has yet been used, though $60 was appropl'iated before 1836, 
$7 40 in 1836, and $800 in 1837, and $2,000 in 1837; making appropria· 
tions now mJ.de to the amount of $3,600 for those purposes. If, with the 
appropriations to be made for this year: these sums are directed to be 
expended for the purposes designed, and measures taken to exclude the 
whites and their whiskey from the country of the Sacs and Foxes, I believe-
that a great improvement upon the manners and habits of the Sacs and 
Foxes may be made. 
No. 19. 
EXTRACT l''ROM THE REPORT OF T. A. B. BOYD. 
Thirty-eight families are living at the farm, who planted there the Iast 
spring, muny of whom have abaudoned the chase, and evidently evince a 
disposition to follow agricultural pursuits for a livelihood; there is every 
appeanmce that they will be amply rewarded for their industry, as their 
crops look well, and so far advanced as to be out of danger, which will en· 
courage them to renew their exertions the coming spring. 
The Winnebagoes number at this time five thousand souls, men, women, 
and children; out of this number, one thousand e~ght hundred are considered 
warriors. One·third of the tribe occupy at present a country at or near 
Fort Winnebago, on the portage of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, called 
the Barrebault and Rock River bands; the latter band have mostly removed 
west of the Mississippi. ,.rhese two bands follow the chase for a support. 
The remaining two-thirds of the tribe live near Prairie du Chien, and at a 
distance of one hundred miles up the Mississippi; with the exception of 
eight or ten families, they all follow hunting for a living. The Winneba.· 
goes in theit· present condition, from their near residence and intercourse 
with the white people, are a degraded, miserable set of beings, and can only 
be benefitted by their remote removal from the whites, of whom they pro. 
cure whiskey, the origin of all their present wretchedness. 
Having as yet had no opportunity of seeing Wab:;tshaw's band all to--· 
get~er, I am unable to say much about them; . i~ has so happ tH d that my 
duties have called me away, when they have v1s1ted my office. 'rhis band 
numbers at present two hundred and fifty souls, men, women, aP children, 
out of which number seventy are considered warriors. They inhabit a 
country on the east of the Mississippi, one hnr)dred and thirty miles from 
this place; they all follow the chase. From what little I have seen of this 
band, and can learn relative to them generally, they are well disposed and 
sober Indians. 
On the· subject of the WE}lfare and improvement of the Winuebagoes, the 
only suggestions I would respectfully make towards permanently bene-
fitting the Winnebagoes, is to give them a permanent home with asr.urances 
that they are not to be removed. I think in the course of a few years they 
will be disposed to remove southwest of the Missouri, or to some other point 
the Government may deem advisable. 'l"'he country they get under the 
late treaty is not sufficiently extensive, is remote from the white population.,. 
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who will shortly crowd them from their present home, west of the Mis~ 
sissippi. 
Should a course of this ·kind be pursued towards these people, those 
persons appointed to change and inspect the condition of these people 
·would not labor in vain ; and in the course of ten years or Jes~, the Win-
nebagoes, in their habits and condition, would be materially changed for 
the better. 
No.2~. 
EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT OF D. P. BUSHNELL. 
- The number of Indians belonging to this sub-agency cannot be cor-
rectly given, until its boundaries are properly defined. There is no river 
-answering to the "Brute river" of the regulations. If the bands of Little 
Lake Winnipeg, St. Croix river, and Lake Court Oreille, are included, 
their number will probably be about 5,000 souls. If not, about 3,000. The 
numbers of such bands as receive a portion of the annuity stipulated to be 
paid to the Chippewas this year will soon be accurately determined. 
1.'he streams emptying into Lake Superior, and the upper parts of the 
tributaries of the Mississippi, afford fine water privileges, nnd the country 
generally abounds in pine timber. Little is known of its mineral resources. 
·However destructive to the plans of the theoretical philanthropist, or to 
tbe moral view of one whose life is devoted to the propagation of the gospel, 
it is futile and a perversion of truth to deny that the efforts of these mis-
sionaries to improve the condition of the Indians, civil or moral, by pursu-
ing their present plans, can ever be productive of any good. Their means 
ate always too limited to pursue any system on an extended scale. Be8ide8) 
the systems are iR themselves objectionable. That portion of country owned 
by the Chippewas lying east of the ridge dividing the tributaries of the lakes 
from those of the Mississippi, is not at all adapted for cultivation, but the dense 
forest and numerous lakes and rivers, afford the Indian during a. greater 
part of the year ample means of subsistence. Let the Government add tO'· 
a more liberal appropriation for presents that portion of the civilization 
fund heretofore given to religious societies for purposes of education, to 
be applied to the purchase of ammunition, provisions, fishing utensils, and 
such other articles as they use in their present pursuits, and secure to them 
as far as practicable the enjoyment @f the habits and mode of life to which 
·they are so tenaciously attached, by preventing their intercourse with whites, 
.except for certain purposes of trade, under wholesome restrictions, and 
it will accomplish more towards ameliorating the condition of the Indians, 
at a cheaper rate, than it ever will by its feeble efforts to civilize them, the 
-worse than futility of which the experience of two centuries has sufficiently 
~,vinced. The few wretched inhabitants of the former numerous and power• 
ful tribl3s in the older States exhibit a melancholy memento of the pernicious 
and destructive influence of civilization on the aborigina]s. 'l.,aka the 
Brothertons, who are so far civilized as to have lost sight of their primitive 
habits and customs entirely, and even their own lang ~1age, and compare 
them with the Chippewag of Lake Superior and the lVIississippi, who are 
~~.9ng those who have yet had but little intercourse with civilized peopl~ 
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and entirely without the reach of intoxicating liquors, the bane of the 
savage. The latter will be found the most cheerful and happy, and though 
sectarians might pronounce it of a negative order, enjoying the highest 
moral character. 
The half-breeds who live among the Chippewas are very numerous, and 
very much dissatisfied with the acquittal, on such grounds, by a United 
States court, of the Indian who murdered Alfred Aitken, a half-breed, near 
Leech Lake, in the winter of 1836-7. 1.~hey feel that they are not protected 
by tlw Jaws, and are ripe for any desperate deed. In the event of war 
between this country and any other, there is no doubt but they will be our 
enemies. The Indians would of course go with them. 
It is highly desirable that the annuity hereafter to be paid to the Chippe-
was should be paid between the 1st of June and last of August. Their 
spring hnnts are not finished before the former period, and they commence 
about. the 1st of September to gather the wild rice which is a great article 
of food with the interior Indians. As soon as they have finished gathering 
the rice, the fall hunts commence. If called together after the 1st of Sep-
tember, they will generally be more injured than benefitted by tha sum 
they receive. 
No. 21. 
EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT OF MILES M. VINEYARD. 
'rhe country belonging to the Chippewas of this sub-agency is level, but 
ts not generally fertile ; it is covered with pine forests, and interspersed 
with numerous lakes in many places connected with the Mississippi and its 
tributaries. 
The Chippewas appear to be well disposed to the Government of the 
United States, though a great portion of their tribe and country is within 
the boundary of Great Britain, and some of the headmen frequently visit 
the British posts near the line and receive presents to a small amount, 
which keep np a friendly teeling between them and the British Govern-
ment. 'rhe headmen express a particular wish to visit the President of 
the United States. They have but little 1\:nowledge as yet of the strength of 
the Government. They frequently have difficulties with the Sioux In· 
dians, and a great portion of their time is taken up in attacking and de-
fending themselves from the att6tcl\:s of the Sioux. A great portion of their 
country is believed to be a. valuable copper country, as numerous specimens 
of virgin copper and eopper ore have been produced by them. l have pro-
-cured a few during the summer, of the finest quality, which were found not 
more than 100 miles from St. Peters, or Fort Snelling. The headmen of 
the Mississippi offered to show me three places where they procured the 
specimens, where they stated and assured me large quantities could be pro-
cured. I was prevented visiting thr. places at the time. * * * * 
No wechauics, fanners, or teachers, hn.ve as yet been allowed or employed, 
or implcme.1ts of any kind delivered to Indians. It is impossible for me as 
yet to give any correct statement of the number of lndians nuder my charge, 
s th0y are scattered over an immense tract of conn try, covered with swamps 
nd lakes; and it will require some time for me to visit the different bangs 
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and ascertain their number. They are all people of the chase, or li-re by 
fishing and gathering wild rice from the lakes, as b'nt very few derive any 
portion of their subsistence from agricultnrul pursuits. 
* ·)', 'i(- * -;;. ?.' i(, * 
No. 22. 
EX'l'RACT FROM THE Rl'..:PORT OF GEORGE BOYD. 
The several reports from the teachers, employed among the five distinct 
tribes of Indians intrusted to this agency, are herewith enclosed in dupli-
cates, as, also, the several annual reports reqnired under. the revised regu-
lations. As these teachers, and others employed in the service of the 
department, shall be further informed of the demands and requirements of 
each, by the Government, the reports in question will be more ample, and 
consequently more to the satisfaction of the Government and th public 
generally. BRfore they can, however, meet the views apd expectations of 
the department and of the nation, it will be necessary to apprize the In-
dians thernscl ves, as well as their traders, (for without the co-operation of 
their traders nothing effectual can be aceompli§hed,) that the Government 
are anxious to possess, at Washington, all and every thing that may interest 
the white man, as regards their dress, their habits, their manners and cus-
toms, and theiL' language. The Indians, as well as their traders, will be 
duly informed of the views and wishes of the .Indian Department, at their 
next annual payment of annuities, in respect to these matters, and I have 
no doubt that the next yt~ar will enable their agent here, whoever h~ may 
be, to throw into the cabinet, at Washington; a due proportion of whatever 
of Indian relics as may be interesting to the antiquarian and the philanthro-
pist, belonging to the American family. 
In an extended report, such as your letter of the 11th of July calls for, it 
becomes the duty of the agent to · ad vert to all and every thing connected 
with the interest and well-being of the Indians committed to his charge, 
and respectfully to submit to your higher authority his own opinions as to 
the course hereafter to be· pursued by the United States as regards these 
people. 
'rhe Senate of the United States, by your excellency's communication 
to me of the 9th ultimo, has rejected Mr. Schermerhorn's treaty of 1836. 
A majority of the Stockbridges and Munsees are anxious to selL the town-
ship in question, and cannot subsist without the sale of it, and are desirous 
to move west of the Mississippi, and south of Missouri. The remaining 
township is as much and more than will ever be cultivated by those op-
posing the sale. My opinion is that a treaty should be effected with these 
people without delay, and I am not without hopes that power to that effect 
will have been given to your excellency before the receipt of this letter, by 
the War Oepartment. rrhere are two parties in this small band of Indians ; 
one (as they allege) governed arl'd directed by their minister, Mr. Marsh: 
aided by three or fonr headmen, and the other by chiefs, anxious for the rati-
fication of the treaty and to remove west of the Mississippi. The same account 
may b€ given of the Oneidas and the Brothertons. These last people have sta-
ted that a great portion of their annuity from the State of New York is ex-
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pended in paying salaries to ageuts, who render them but little service. 
There should be no State agents allowed as ·regards our Indians. 'rhcy 
should be paid State as well as United States dues to them by the regular 
and accredited agents of the United States, and for which they would re-
ceive no extra emolument. It gives, moreover, to the State aget1ts a power 
over these Indians: wllich may not, at all times, be exerted, either for the 
benefit of the Indians or the Government. The Brothertons are an agricul-
tural people, and, by a long intermixture with the whites, have no longer a 
language of their own. The same may be almost said of numbers of the 
Oneida and Stockbridge Indians. They are the best and most practical 
fl.rrncrs in the country, and, as such, I should be sorry to see them removed 
fi·om the Territory. On the other hnnd, nil those who are anxious to join 
their brethren in the far west should be seconded and ilicled in every possi-
ble way by the Government, to effect this object. By such an arrrangement 
we shall have a population at peace among themselves and with the whites, 
becoming, every hour, more prosperous and happy, and, consequently: more 
ready and willing to defend their horm·s nnd firesides, and ours, against any 
foreign or domestic enemy. 
In June, 1832, in the midst of the Sac war, this agency was committed 
to my care ; and, in my orders, so far as regarded these Indians, I can say, 
with trnth: that they were obeyed to the letter, by the several bands of the Cew 
York Indians; and that I trusted to them mainly, in the event of an inva-
sion by the hostile bands of Sacs, Foxes, and Winnebagocs, for the protec-
tion of this settlement. It is dne to them to make this public declaration in 
their favor, and which wlll, I am sure, t'}ot be lost or disregarded by the able 
and efficient head of the Territory of Wisconsin. 
I will remark, in addition, that the Menomonies are not an agricultural 
people. The men think it beneath their dignity to work, and, con-sequently, 
tile little produce raised by them is produced through the labor of their 
women and children. They are allied more or less by intermarriage, with 
the Chippewas, Ottawas, Winnebagoes, and Pottawatomies, and especially 
with the two last named tribes of Indians. 
The several bands of New York Indians are all cultivators of the soil. 
rrhey are the best farmers we have, and are daily becoming more prosper-
ous and happy. They are in bonds of friendship and alliance, it is believed, 
with the Sacs and Foxes, and the Delawares, called by them their grand-
fathers, and situated to the far west. 
No. 23. 
EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT OF JOSHUA PILCHER. 
The tribes originally assigned to the agent for the Upper Missouri, \rerc 
the several bands of Sioux of that river, the Puncas and Cheyennes; since 
which time, all the Indians formerly embraced within the Mandan sub-
agency have been assigned to him. They consist of the Mandans, Mini-
tarees, Crows, Assineboins, Crees, Blackfeet, &c., and extend over the country 
west of the Mahas of the Missouri river, to the Rocky mountains; and from 
Arkansas river to the mouth of the Yellowstone. 
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It must be obvious to any one acquainted with the extent of the country 
and the habits of the Indians, that a general personal intercourse on the 
part of the agent is impracticable, and that his interviews with many of the 
tribes mnst result from casualty or accident. 
'rbe Pun cas are a small band of tile Ma.ha tribe, and inhabit the conn try 
north of U Eau qui Coure river, lead a wandering life, and live almost 
exclusively by the chase, and trade chiefly at the mouth of L'Eau qui Coure. 
'l,hey maintniu friendly relations with the different bands of Sioux, and 
unite with them in resisting the assnnlts of the Pawnees of the River 
Plntre. 
'rhe Sioux of the Upper Missouri are divided into the following bands; 
all speal\ the same language and range over the whole extent of country 
fi·om the Mandan villages to the head of the rivers Platte and Arkansas: 
the Houkpapas, Sawons, Ogablallas, Tetons, and Yanktons. These are 
the five principal bands, which are subdivided into a number of smaller 
bands, each deriving a name, either from tl te chief or partisan that heads 
it, or from some other trivial circumstance. '1-,hey all lead a wandering 
life: nnd rely 011 the clwse for subsistence. A very extcnsi ve trade haR 
been carried on with them for many years, and no Indians ever manifested 
a greater degree of frieudship for the whites in general, or more respect for 
our Government, than the Sionx. One of the bands above alluded to (the 
Yanktons) receive an anunity from tile Government, having been one of 
the bands included in the treaty of Prairie du Chien in 1830. Some 
efforts have been made to induce this b:md to adopt a system of culti\ra. 
tion similar to that pursned by the Pawnees, lVlahas, and some other tribe3 
of the Uprer Mis~ouri; hut a total indispasition to any other labor or 
exertion than such as appertain to the chase, has convinced the agent 
that any further attempt to improve their condition in that respect will be 
useless, until the means of subsistence from other sources shall luwe so 
esseutially failed as to drive them to some othm pursuit. 
In addition to the several bands of Sioux before alluded to, many of the 
St. Peter Sioux: have wandered over the Missouri within the last five years, 
and mlly be considered, I suprJJse, under the agent for that region. Among 
them are the Yanktonas, a powerful band, not famous either for their 
general good conduct or their attachment to ottr Government. It i:::. to 
these and other Indians on the St. Peters, that we are indebted for many 
acts of hostility committed during the late war with England, and the 
feeling engendered during that period will readily account for their present 
disposition. In the first communication l made to the department after my 
appointment as sub-agent in 1835, this band was referred to, as one which 
might give future trouble. Since then I have had occasion to refer to some 
depredations committed by them, and shall be glad if they are not followed 
by others. 
The Cheyennes are a small tribe, who formerly lived on the Cheyenue 
river, and being in amity with the Sioux of the Missouri, ranged over and 
hnnted in the same country, in common with the Sioux; but in consequence 
of jealousy and difficulties inseparable from Indians when different tribes 
occupy the same hunting grounds, the Cheyennes abandoned the country 
of the Sioux so me years ago, and are now generally found on the Arkan-
sas river, and carry on a trade with some of our citizens at a post on that 
river, near the crossing of the Santa Fe road. ,.-rheir habits are, in aU 
respects, such a s those of the tribes heretofore mentioned. 
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The Mandans and Minitarces are n coup1e of small tribes living in the 
permanent villages on the Missouri, abont 1,600 miles above St. Lonis: and 
cnltivate corn and some other vegetables: making frequent excnrsions into 
the prairies for a supply of b11ffalo meat and robes, in which they have fre-
quent rencontre~ with other tribes, but heretofore have snstained themselves 
ngainst all assaults. During the lnst year, however, one of these tribes 
(the Mandans) have been so diminished by the smnH pox that they will 
C!ease to exist as a nation, nnd will probably unite with and become depend-
ant on tbo Riccaras, (formerly their neighbors,) who have taken possession 
of their villages, and will continue to occupy them, probably, much to the 
annoyance of the traders as they pass up and down the river, and of those 
whose estaulishments are located a,mong the Sionx below. The Riccaras 
have long been notorious for their treachery and barbarity, and, within my 
own recollection, have mnrdered and pillnged more of our citizens than all 
the other tribes between the western borders of Missouri and the heads of 
the Colnmbia river. Since the earliest intercourse of the whites with the 
tribes on the LJpper Missouri, until about eight years since, they h11;d a vil-
lage sin1ilnr to that of the Mandans, about 170 miles below, and their bah-
its, in all respects, were the same; and, though traders occasionally went 
among them, they committed frequent acts-of hostility upon single individ-
uals and small parties m differellt sections of the country ; and in 1823 
they committed such an outrage upon a party of onr citizens as to cause 
the officer then in command at Council Blufts to fit out an expedition 
against them, in which he was joined by a number of volunteers; and 
liuvina been an actor in the scene myself, l was so unfortunate as to differ 
with s~me others, and regard the result as a total failure; telieving, as I 
did, that a mistaken lenity would only teud to exasperate the offenders, and 
lead to fntnre acts of hostility of a character more aggravated than those 
previously committed. How far I may have been correct will be shown by 
~ubseqnent events. 1...,he expedition alluded to led to one of a different char-
acter shortly after. In 1825 commissioners were sent up the Missouri as 
hiah as the Yellowstone, accompanied by a competent military force, 
th~ugh their objects were altogether pacific. Treaties were entered into 
with all the trihes alot~g the line of Missouri, as high as the Yellowstone, 
including the Riccaras of course. 'rhe efforts of our citizens to extend their 
trade into those remote regions commenced soon after, and by the applica-
tion of additional means, nnd a more judicious organization of their busi-
ness than had existed previous to thn.t time, a very profitable and peaceable 
trade was opened with most of the tribes on the Missouri for a distance of 
more than 2,000 miles. In rrosecuting their business, however, it was 
found that none of our operations with the Riccaras had changed their dis-
position, or was likely to result in any thing lrut increased abuses, as the 
extension of their business presented additional opportunities for pillage and 
exaction. All boats ascending the river, and parties passing over land: 
were lnid under heavy contributions, and they were frequently beat and 
abnsed, and sometimes wantonly murdered, by wandering war parties, at a 
time when the tribe were gratified by having traders in their village. Abont 
the year 1831, the persons interested in the husiness, unwilling to submit 
longer to such outrages, determined to resort to the only means of punish-
ment within their reach, and with this view withdrew the trade, and de-
prived them of supplies which habit had rendered almost indispensable. 
Thus situated, they were harrassed by their old enemies, the Siouxs of St. 
501 [ 1 J 
P0ters, until compelled to alnnclon their location on the )li':>souri and resort 
to the chase alolle for the means of 1i ving. Fi·om that time until 1836, 
they continued to lead a wandering life, rang·ing through the conn try soutlt 
of the Y Qllowstone to the head of tbe river Platte ; down that river to the 
Pawnee villages; from thence across to the Arkansas; up that river to its 
source; and in these excursions have killed about seven and thirty uf onr 
citizens. Seveml of these outrages have bePn committed since Governor 
Dodge's council w·ith them in 1835. In 1836 they crossed the country fr0m 
the river Platte anu joined the 1\'lan.dans, or rnther took possession of their vil-
lages, being the strollger party; nnd as the lVlandans hnve been literally anui-
hi(atcd, by causes heretofore alluded to, it may be cons1dered a positio11 
whiclt the Riccaras will occnpy in futnre; and, if I mistake not, much to 
the annoyance of those who have been so imprudent as lO invite them 
thitller and cucourage their continuance. 
I have deemed it advisable to enter somewhat into details respecting these 
Iudians, uot by way of recommending- any meQ.snres to be taken ogain .s t 
then1 at pre~ent, bnt merely to devt>lop their character and habits, nnd in 
the anticipation of compla£nts 7' noue of which, unless of a character alto-
g-ether different from such as I am led to expect, should receive the shado\v 
of attention. 
The same power that drove them from the banks of the Missouri, has 
been used to indnce them to retu m, merely for the sake of a {ew packs of 
huft~·do robes, nnd if heavy contributions upon all expeditious passing iuto 
the country above', and the exposure of all the establishments below, should 
be tiH~ con~eqnence, the persons interested must attribnte it to their own 
imprudence and folly. The Indian trade, when judicioasly conducted, is 
its own best protection, and, moreover, thA Government has quite enongil 
on onr immediate frontier to occupy its forces, without wandering into those 
remote regions to protect the trade. 1[ let alone it will protect itself. 
'l'he Assinnboin::: are n. balld of Sioux. and their number heretofore 
has been i mpcrfectly known ; they range o~er the coun.ry on the Assinu-
boiu, a bmt1ch of North Red river, and west in the direction of the Rocky 
monntaitls, between the Missouri and S<:tts-katch nan rivers. Until a few 
years past, their intercourse has been Cllufiued to the British companies on 
the Assinaboin and Sats-lmtch n-an rivers) but, since our own traders hav{~ 
extended the line of establishments up the M.i~sonri to the Great Falls, a 
distance of 2,500 miles, most of the Assinaboin trade has been drawn to 
that river, and is carried on at Fort Union, near the month of the Yellow-
stone. 
The Blackfeet are a tribe of Indinns very nnmerons, and consist of five 
principGi or distinct bands, viz: the Blacldeet, Blood Indians, Searcies, 
Pengans, attd Gras Ventres. 'rbese several bands inhabit the mountains 
and rauge over all that. region of country, from the head waters of the 
Sats katcll-u-an and Atllalmska rivers, to tlle Arkansas and river Platte. 
Though they are called indiscriminately Blac!.feet, I believe some of the 
bauds speak different languages. 'I' hey are frequently fonnd along the foot 
of the nwuntnins on the waters of the Yellowstone, and at other timP-s on 
the different tributaries of the Columbia, and Colorada of the west. The 
ag-gregate nnmber of these several bands is imperfectly kno,vn, and has 
been varionsly stated: believing my own means of inf()fmation to ba as 
likely to lead to as correct a conclusion as any other, l have heretofore esti-
mated them at 60,000 souls, but cannot m:dertake to assn me that as the cor-
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rect number. Until a few years past our citizens have had no friendly in-
tercours,:! "Tith these Indians. Soon after the exploration of the lVli~sonri 
and Columbia rivers, by Lewis and Clarke, muny of them eugaged in a 
system of trappin;r and hunting in tl!e mountaius, which has continued ever 
since. Some of their expeditions have been very successful, hnt they have 
uniformly enconntered tlw hostility of the different bands of Blacldeet, 
and many bloody rencontres have been the consequence. About six yen.rs 
ago, a large trading post was erected for the Blackfeet, by some of our ~~iti­
zens near the fi.dls of Missouri, 2,500 miles above St. Louis. Previous lo 
that time rno!)t of their trade had been carried or1 at one of the Hudson's 
Bay Company posts on the Sats-katch u-all river. rrhe establishment 011 
the i\1issonri, however, has drawn most of the trade in that direction, like 
that of the Assinaboins. The reasolls are very obvio11s 'l'heir chid 
articks for bnrter are buffalo robes, r111 article whiclJ the British companies 
llC\'Cr purchase; v.-hich, together w1th the liheral prices allowed by our O\\Tll 
tm.ders, has drawn most of the Indians to the posts along the lines of the 
IV i~~otHi. 
Tile Crel's nre a Yery numerons tribe of Indians, inhabiting the country 
north of the Sats-katch-u-un river, from the foot of the mountains down to 
the lnkcs, and exteud over all the region north as far as Hudson's bay. A 
band of that tribe have br·en drmvn over to the Missouri, anJ trade nt I•ort 
Uni0n, near tl1c month nf the Ye1lcl\vstone. 
'The Crows are a band of wandering Indians, inhabiting- the country on 
the Yellowstone river; there is nothiug essentially different iu their chnr-
acter nnd habits from the other tribes embrnced in this report. They have 
generally maintained a friendly understandiug \Vith all tile whites that haYe 
1 assed through tbeir country, nnd a profitable trade is carried on with them 
at the month of Rosebllrl river, a branch of the Yellovvstone. l\o peace 
hn.s ever been known to exist between them Gnd the Blackfeet: and as tiler 
frequently roam over tbe same region of conntry, mally bloody conliicts 
ensue bet\\·een the parties. 
\Vitb all the Indians embraced iu t!1is report, our citizeus carry on n11 
<~xtensive trade, and the whole regioa of country allndc<l to is traversed 
with C< rts, wn;:::ons, and pack-horse-s, as circumstances require iu the prose-
cution of their business; nor do the mountaills present any ohstructio11 to 
wheel carriages, in crossing to tbe region of the Columbia. The in;er-
courst~ with thnt country is practicable, easy, and constantly increasing. 
It will be percei vcd that all the Iudirms embrneed in this report are much 
the sn.me in their general charactn nnd habits of life, except the two small 
tribes of Mnudans and 1\1initarees; all n~ly exclusively on the chafe for a 
livin~-, and \Ynllder over inm1ense regions in quest of game, and in ttJE:SC 
e:o~cnrsious the different tribes occasionally meet nud part on friendly term~, 
but snch relations arc seldom of lon.(J' duration. \Var pnrtics from 0ne 
tribe against another are almost inccss~ntly in motion; nnd, o\Ving- to the 
great tmmber of whites thnt are now in the habit of traver:-.iug tbis great 
uorthwestern region for varions purposes, it is a rnntter of uo snrprisc! 
when oue of them falls a v1ctim to his own wanderings, aud a trait of 
character inseparable from \Vild sa,-ages. 
The tribes herein mentioned, witr1 the exception of some of the Sionx, 
arc so remote as to render it verv certain that our frontier will ncrer he 
troubled hy them; nor have the ·eJTJigrating Indinw any tiling to [Par, so 
long ns they confine themsehTes to the 1imit~; pre.-:.cribed to t!~em. It: rc-
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gard to the nnmber of each tribe, I will just remark, that It IS impossible 
to ascertain it with precision ; and as the department has been lately furn-
ished with ample estimates npon that subject, which will be found nmong 
the published reports of the lnst and precediug years, I will refer to those 
reports as data, with the single exception of the Mandans and l\linitarees, 
each having been estimated at 15,000 sonls, when 2,500 M.initarees und 
1:600 Man duns was, in my opinion, the extent of their nn mbers. 
No. 2·1. 
EXTRACT FIW.l\1 THE REPOJtT OF JOHN DOUGHERTY. 
'riJe several sn1iths employed among the tribes of my agency, and the 
Conucil Dlnff and Grand Nem~haw suh agencies, have been engagecl 
durihg the present year, as heretofore, in making and mending all the 
various kinds of articles necessary to the Indians, for hunting and farming. 
~I,he farmers for these tribes have been engaged, as usual, in aiding and 
mstructing their respective tribes in the arts of agriculture, in which, hO\v-
ever, they improve slowly, as all savage men do in the arts of civilizatiou. 
But I discover that the almost total absence of game in their country has 
set them to thinking more serio1.1 sly on the subject than they have been iu 
the habit of doing heretofore, and although I do not believe that the present 
generniion can ever be brought to labor i'u the field like white men, I have 
no hesitation in stating it r.s my decided opi11ion that the Government 
might soc'n make herdsmen of all the tribes \vho reside along, and in, the 
neighborlwoJ of the large water courses in tile Missouri country, and 
son t~ of it, where sucb fine and everlastiug summer and winter range for 
all kmds of stock is to be fonnd. I beg leave, most respectfully, to call your 
att.ention to this matter, and I would. suggest that an att-empt be mnde, in 
dns way, to better the conditiou of these people, oven shonld it he done at 
the exclnsion of every other effort now being: and abont to be, made for 
that purpose. I feel cont!dent that this plan will be more likely to succeed 
than any other I have bet:n able to think of. The country within the 
Council l31nff agrmcy is prairie, interspersed with groves of timber; the 
prairie is undulating, of good soil, and nbonnds with streams of water. 
The principal streams tlHtt water this country are Missouri, Big Platte, 
Loup Fork, Elkshorn, Great and Little Nemnhaw rivers. 'T'hey afford 
some fine water privileges ; the timber is found on the borders of the 
streams; on the large rivers the cotton tree abonnds; on the other streams 
nre found the oalc, black walnut, mulberry, hickory, aud elm; the climate 
is healthy and favorable to the production of corn, wheat, potatoes, &c., &c. 
It is particularly adapted to the raising of horses, cattle, and swine; game 
is scarce. The large river~ are skirted with fiue bottoms, in \vhich rushes 
abound, as they d:)- 0:1 the islauds. There are two salt creeks emptying into 
the Saliue river, on tlw west sidt', and 25 miles from its month . rrhe 
Saline empties into tile Big Platte on thP south side, and about 46 miles 
from its mouth. I have no means of fnrnishing a better map of the above 
described country than the very rough on t~ furnished with my report of 
last year. The Pawnees planted the present year between 4 and 500 acres 
in corn; beans, and pumpkins, fi·om \vhich they have, and will, gather from 
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12 to 15,000 bushels of corn, with a good supply of beans, &c. Tiley 
have warred it this year agaiust their red neighbors more than usual, owiu()" 
to the fact of the Sioux crowding in upon their buffalo lands, nbove th~ 
Platte. They think it necessary to contend for every inch or gronnd, other-
wise their natural enemies will soon get possession of the whole buffalo 
coulltry; and they ar~ right; for the day is not far off when the Sionx will 
possP.ss the whole buffalo region, unless they are checked. The Otoes aud 
J\1issonrias plnnted about 400 acres in corn, beans, pumpkins, melons, and a 
few potatoes, from which they have gathered between 15 and L600 bushels of 
corn; pumpkins, &c. They are well enough supplied with bread :-tuff, but 
no means, whatever, of procuring a mouthful of meat; nnless they leave 
their village and go out in a body to the buffalo plains of the Rocky moun-
tains, where they would be almost certain to lose their ~wrses, and: perhaps, 
cut off themselves by the numerous and hostile tribes of that region, or re-
turn to their old winter hllnting ground, now in possession of the Potta-
watomies. This; I fear, wonld leaa to strife between these tribes, but the 
Senate of the U11itcd States having rejected the tre,1ty, which was concluded 
with them and the Omahas last spring for their hunting claim, they will 
be obliged to hunt on it agaiu: let what will be the consequence. * .. 
The Omah1\s planted about 300 acrP-s in corn, beans, and pumpkins, from 
which they gathered about 12 or 14,000 bushels of corn, besides beans' and 
pnmpkins. This tribe will be exactly in the same condition as the Otoes, 
the coming winter and spring, if the treaty above alluded to is not ra.tified. 
* * * * * * * * * 
'l'he Pottnwatomies of the Council Bluff sub-agency planted very little 
corn or anything else the present year, except here and there one, who hap-
p~ned to hitve a hoe or a plough. Big F'oofs band came in too late to raise 
corn, last spring. They came in last full, and receive'J their annnities and 
rations, and re turned to the Des Moines river, where they spent the wiutr,r 
witll some of the 1Vlissonri Sacs, and I. understand it is their intention to 
return to that place as soon as they recPive their annuities again. 
The Sacs of tbe Grand Nemahaw sub-a~-!en cy planted, the present year, 
about two hundred n~res 111 corn, &c., from which they have collected 
n.bout eight thousand bushels of corn, and a good supply of beans, melons, 
and pumpkins. They did not plant tile prairie which wa~ broken up for 
them under contract, last spring~ as they consid~rocl it too late in the sea:son. 
They will have, however, two hundrt d acres, the next year, of first rate 
land, well broken up and fenced. 'l..,hey have drallk more whiskey during 
the present year than usual; a number of them died in consequence of it. 
The Iowas have raised a very good c:rop this year, at least their sqnaws 
have, of corn, beans, pumpkins, and melons. The men have been drunk 
constantly all spring and snmmcr, and not uufrequently tbe sqnaws \Votdd 
join in the frolic. * * * * * * 
In relation to traders a!ld trappers, and the intercourse generally, as now 
carried on between our citizens and the Iudians, I am more than ever con-
vinced of the correctness of my remarks in the report made to yon last 
year, and embodied in yon r annual report of that year. The intrigue and 
management which has been carried on dnring the last spring and snm-
mer with them: by certain white men, has bceu sufficient to satisfy one 
that the intercotuse law should be so frnrned as to enahle an officer of the 
Govr rnment to go into an Indian villa~e and clear it of white men, be 
they licem;;ed trndcrs or not. .._ 
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rrhcre is one other snbject to wllich I beg leave to call your attention; 
it is the pay of interpreters. 'They ~·honld receive at least six hundred 
dollars per annum, otherwise the Govemment cannot expect the sc~rvices of 
good and faithful men. 
No. 25. 
'EXTH.ACT FROM THE REPORT OF RICHARD W. CUMMTNS. 
The Delawares number about 1 ,050, exclnsive of th•)SC that remniu on 
Red river. rnwir settlements are principally near the Knnza.s and Missouri 
rivers, on lands ceded to them by supplementary treaty of the 24th Octo-
ber, 1829, and extend from near the month of the former, about 20 mile~ 
up the same, and about 15 miles up the latter. From the best estimate 
that I can make, they cultivate ahout 1,500 acres of land in corn, beans, 
pens, pumpkins, Irish potatoes, and melons, and a very small quantity of 
oats and wheat. 
I estimate their crops of corn at about 50,000 bushels; they coasume all, or 
nearly all, the produce they raise. 
'l'hey raise n great many bogs, cattle, and horses; on them, and the pro-
duce gathered from their farms, is their main dependence for a support. 
They are a brave, enterprising peopl e. Parties of from 10 to 25 freqttcllt-
ly make excnrsions into the country near the Rocky mountains, in search 
of heaver, and often make a rich return, amounting sometimes to upwards 
of $1,000 to a single individual. It, Jw,vever, seems to do them bnt 
1 ittle good, fM in a few months after their return home, their situation is 
\Vors0 .. than those who remnin at home. This nation is at peace with all 
the neighboring Indians. 
Shawnees. 
This tribe nurnher about 975, besides those who still remain on the 
i\eosho: Arkansas. Their settlements are chiefly confined to the north-
east corner of tile couutry ceded to them by the 2d article of the treaty 
of lhe 7th November, 1825. Fifteen miles square would · embrace their 
all: except a few scattering families that extend about 35 miles up the 
Kanzas river. The Shawnees have no town or village: each family settling 
where they fi11d a s1tc that pleases them. I believe there is no family !nlt 
what has a fiu·m ; many of them hnve good farms, good houses of hewn 
lngs, sta!Jles, &c. 'rhey cultivare their farms in the same way that the 
whites do. 'T'hey raise corn, potntoes, cabbages, beans, pen~, pumpkins, 
melons: &c., &c. 'I' hey also raise a small quantity of wheat and oats, and 
procure hay from the praifies. 
It is impossible for me to make any tiling like an accurate statement of 
the number of acres in cultivation, or the quantity of produce raised. '"fhey 
generally raise a surplus of corn and potatoes, which they dispose of to tbe 
white citizens. 
'rhey are supplied by Government, by trcnty stipulations, with two 
blacksmiths, who are constant] y employed in making and repairing their 
farming utensils, ploughs, hoes, axes, iron \vedges, log cllnins, &c. They 
suffer very little work to be doue on guns ; 11one in the farming season. 
The blacksmiths' sLops are located about 6 miles southwest of the north-
cas t corner of their lands. They bave entirely given up the chase; very 
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few ever pretend to hunt even in their immediate neighborhood. Tile 
Shawnees are in a prosperous condition, raising a great many :wgs, cattle, 
and horses, and they are nt pence with ull other nations. 
The J(ickapoos. 
This tribB nnmber about 725. They have se~tled iu the country ceded 
to them by the 2d article of the treaty of Castor Hill, of tile 24th October, 
1832, on a point of land hetween Salt creek and the Missouri river, 
which is the southeast corner of their tract, and is about 4 miles 
north of F'ort ] .en.venworth. Keanakuck, or the Prophet's band, that 
constitute the largest portion of the tribe, have improved rapidly in agri-
cultural pursnits the last fonr years. They raise corn, beans, peas, Irish 
potatoes, cabbage, turnips, and melons in great abundance. 'J1hey raised a 
srnu.ll surpllts of corn last year, which they disposed of at Fort Leaven-
worth. 'rhey an~ beginning to raise hogs and cattle, and have plenty of 
horses. 
This bnncl of the Kiclmpoos are making great improvements, and are ap-
pronclii ng fast to a system of farming and government among themselves 
not far inferior to white citizens. 
They profess the Christian religion, attend closely and rigidly to their 
church discipline, and very few ever indulge in the nse of ardent spirits. 
The J(anzas. 
'rhis tribe number nbout 1;700. They are divided into tllree bands, 
each hand huving a village or town, all located on the Kanzas river, 
two of which, one on the uorth and the other on the sonth buuk, nearly 
opposite each other, are about 5 rniles above wltere the line between 
them and the Sha w!!ees and Delawares crosses the same. The oth<::r is 
on the north hank, about 31) miles higher np. The whole of the tribe 
follow the cha~e. 
The squaws generally raise corn enough to do them with hoes. A few 
of the men, however, are beginning to plough. They raise nlso a few bPans, 
pumpkins: cabbages, and potatoes. 
'rhey have three large fields under good fence, made by Government 
under the 4th article of treaty of ~d June, 1825, contaiuin;£ more than 300 
acres, which they cultivate. ln addition to this, they have many small 
patches not enclosed, which they also cultivate. 
'1-,hey leave their villages at least once a year, and go to the Arkansas 
and its waters in search of buffalo. 
They are exceedingly poor, raise no cattle or hogs, alld hu ve none of 
tbe comforts of many of the neighboring tribes. 
No. 26. 
EXT r~·.\.CT FIW:\I THE REPORT OF A. L. D.\. VIS. 
-K· ·X· 
The present population of thA Pottawntomie.s may be estimated at about 
one thousand; these for dte most pari occnpy the northeastern portion of 
the lnnd assigned to them, and ure. with but few exceptions, eugaged in 
agricultural pursnits, and are making such preliminary arrangements as 
are neeessary for that mode of life, and show a disposition to adopt ex-
clusively agricultural habits. 
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The Ottawas number about two hundred and fifty; they are more ad-
vanced in agriculture than the other tribes in this sub-agency. There are 
no Ottawas wbo follow the chase for a living, and there is not n family hut 
hnve 3. corn-field, iUJd many of the young men have one. The products 
of the farms are corn, potatoes, pumpkins, &c. They will have a surplus 
the present year. 
rJ'he Peorins and Kasknskias number ab0ut one hundred and fifty. They 
are still ndvnncing in ngricnlt1:nal pursuits, and show an entire disposition 
to udopt civilized llabits. 
The \Veas number about two hundred; they mostly pursue agricnltnral 
pursuits for a living, and will perhaps raise sufficient to subsist on the 
pn~sent year. 
The Piankeshn\,'S number about one bnndred. A few of them fpllow 
agricultural pursuits, and are doing very well; 1he balance are not station-
ary, lmt are sometimes on Hed river and sometimes at home. Upon the 
" ·bole the Piankesbaws are not doing as well as their neighbors, the \Veas, 
Peorias, and Kaslmskias. 
~0. 27. 
REPORT OF \VILLIAl\1 ARl'rlSTRO)I"G. 
I be~ leave to sul,mit for yonr consideratioa the following remarks in 
relation to tlw different tribes of Indians within this superinteudency. 
Since my last annual report some changes have taken place amongst the 
tribes, owing mainly to the emigration, 'vhich may be expected soon to 
close, when a more permanent awl ~ettlcd policy may be exteuded to the 
tribes. 
The most numerous a11d intelligent of the Indians in connexion with 
the Government, and I may safely add the most warlike, are 110\''' or soon 
will be, concentrated upon this frontier. To effect this change in the loca-
tion of the abori~iues nnd place them beyond the limits of any State, seems 
to have beell the policy of the wisest and best of statesmen. 'rhat it wns 
the only alternative to preserve the remnant of a once powerful people, 
there cmmot be n. doubt. As 5lated, the removal is near its completion,;: nd 
the great difficulty that presents itself to my mind, is, how are these tribes 
to be governed so far as the Uuited States are concerned, or how indeed 
are they to be contrcdlcd from those domestic feuds, which have proved so 
destructive to themselves, witbont a strong controlling power, which alone 
can be exercised bv t.he Go,·enHnent of the United States. 
\!ll e see how difficult it is to preserve pence and proper subjection to the 
ln.\YS in civilized States; how much more so is it when laws are to be ell-
forced, old prejudices overcome, where civilizntiou is but little kuown. T o 
ndd to tlle diificultic:'l it mnst be admitted tbat mn.uy of the emigrants bavo 
been brongllt to their new homes with highly excited ff~elings agaiust the 
GovenJI!Jent, nud look with jistrnst npon every thing around them; yet, 
under all these unfavorable circnmstanccs, the change is for the benefit of 
tile c rnig rauts, and with proper agents and an incrense of mi!Jtary force I 
see 110 npprehensiou of difficulties. The Tndians nnderstand their true 
si ttta tiou; they know there is no country further west for them to emigrate 
to in c:tse of difficnlti2s, und the safest gn,m:mtee that we have is, that the 
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leading tribes have consid.:!rn.ulc funds, vested by the Government of the 
United States for the benefit of the Indians. With these cbecl<s, which nru 
well understood by those upon whom they wonld ope : a·e, we have nddi . 
tional security for peace. Justice to tlle ludiaus makes it proper that l 
should state, thnt I see no disposition or wish on their part to engage in 
hostilities, but on the contrary n desire to preserve peace, and live in friend -
ship with their white brethren. I will make a brief statement of ttlC sitna. 
tion of each tribe committed to my charge, so fi.tr as my information ex. 
tends. · 
The Choctaws have not made much impr(wement for the hl't year. 
This is owing to the fact, that the Chickasaws who have lately settleJ 
amongst them, by a treaty between the two tribes, in emigrating, became 
infected with that drendful scourge, the small pox, and scattered it ovet a 
portion of the nation, particularly that part lying on the Arkansas ri\'cr. 
This disease spreading throngh the natio11 bas been the means, in most in -
s tances, of breaking ur temporarily the scl1ools, and cansing the crops 
to be greatly neglected, which, with the great drought that has prevailed 
over the most of the Indian co~111try, will cnu se the grain crop to he very 
short; a sufficiency, however, for their own consumption will be made. 
'There is one great disadvantage the Choctaws labor nuder, and the same 
is applicable to the Creeks and a portion of the Ch,~ rokees. In the month 
of July water begins to fail, and by Septemlwr large streams have no water 
in them, except that which is in holes. Spriugs, which are scarCE\ with 
1ew exr.eptions, tiJil, and the only dependence is npon the standing water 
in the large streams. I attribute much of the sickness which the Choctaws 
have every fall, in a great degree, to the use of bad water. If wells were 
dng amongst them, this m:il would be rcmedierL Some three or four in-
telligent half-breeds have succeeded i;1 obtaining good water. bnt a common 
Indian has not the ability to undergo the cost of digging a well, and, witlwl, 
peTson~ qualified to perform the labor are rarely fonnd-in the Indian conn-
try. Medical aid is grently needed; th e Indians are desirous to be attended 
by a white physiciai1 ; a11d could tllese two objects he accomplished, I feel 
satisfied that th e health of the Indians would be better. r1y experience 
enables me to state, that there is n0 tribe on the inerense. The Clwcttnn, 
wh? are p(~rbaps as advantngl~onsly located as any oihers, ha\re rernained 
statiOnary, until the last senson, when the small pox spread amongst them, by 
. which, I think, from fonr to five hundred have died. The Choctaws h;:tvc a 
large and fertile country. Tbnt portion of the nntio11 lying south, 011 Red 
river, is very well adapted to the raising of cotton. 1\b.ny of the natives arc 
eng::~ged iu the cultivation of that branch of agricultnre to a small cxteut, 
and many of the \vcalthier hnlf-breeds cnlti vate largely. There are three 
cotton gins owned by natives, several horse-millR, and three water-mills 
which run about three months in the vc:ar. The middle or mountainons 
part of the nation is settled hy those ·engaged in the rai~ing of corn nnd 
stock; the same may be said of the nation north of the dividing mountains 
between the Arkansns and Red rivers. Corn, beans, P'lmpkins, and melons 
grow finely all over the nation, and wherever a modernte s han~ of industry 
is used, the laborer is amply repaid for his work. In no cotl ntry that [ 
lmve seen does grain grow better than in this, even on post oak ln11d, \Vhich 
has the appearance of being poor. The range for bnth cattle and !JOgs is 
good; but little is required of the st0ek raiser bnt to ~ alt his c;Jttle nnd keep 
them gentle. The prairies nfford an nbunclance of good gras3, and nnny 
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of the natives are beginning to uvnil themselves of the easy method of ob-
taing forage for their cattle in the winter, by cutting any quantity they 
may wish, the quulity of which is but little inferior to timothy hay. Within 
the lust year considemble progress has been made by Colo11el David Fol-
som, an intelligent and wealthy Choctaw, iu the manufacture of salt. 'l'he 
location of the works is on Boggy: near Blue, and particularly favorable 
for the Indians. They reside so far from where this indispensable article 
of consumption can be had, that it seems as if it were a providential blessing-
that salt water is found, and that a good supply of salt is within the reach of 
those who co11ld not be otherwise supplied withbut great trouble and ex-
pense. Colonel Folsom has about one thousand bushels on hand, and de-
- signs enlarging his works, and will be able not only to supply the natives, 
but those above the raft of Red river, aud even below, should the navigatio11 
admit, as well as the citizens south of Red river. The manufacture of salt 
will not only be a source of revenue to the Choctaws, but will afford them 
the means of obtaining: within their country, this indispensable article of 
consumption. 
I htt ve already stated the great drought which has prevailed through the 
Indian conntry. The Choctaws have suffered more severely thun any other 
tribe. The prairies were on fire iu Angu~t, and a great scarcity of food 
must be the inevitable consequence of such a protracted drought. 
Heretofore, contracts for rurnishing corn at Fort 'rowson have been 
made by the natives, and u grent quantity has been sold to the new emi-
grants sonth of Red river; this year it will require all made to subsist them-
sel~s. 
I find it extremely difficult to obtain the services of good blacksmiths for 
the Indians ; some object to the compensation being too little, and others are 
alarmed at the manv idle stories that are in circulation about the hostile in-
tentions of the Indians. One of the blacksmiths for the Choctaws is a na-
tive, and so are all the strikers. When the assistant, or strikers, Dre uble to 
do plantation work, they take a shop and tools owned by the nation, there 
being seven of this description amongst the Choctaws. 'I'hose shops are 
worked mostly in the spring and farming season. In a year or two more, 
I have no doubt but that all the shops will be taken up by the natives. 
The Choctaws are governed by a written constitution and laws. They 
meet annually in their general council on the tirst Monduy of October. 
The nation is composed of three districts, each district electing ten coun· 
sellors, by the qnalif1ed voters of eaclt district, being every male twenty-one 
years and upwards of age. They have but the representative body, the 
three chiefs sitting, with the veto po\ver, upon all laws passed by the coun-
cil, which, however, when passed by two-thirds, becomes a law. They have 
judges appointed, and officers to enforce the laws, by a jury chosen iri the 
ordmary way. 'rhey have, to a great extent, modelled their laws after some 
of our States, and, generally, their laws are execntQd. There is no enforce-
ment for the collection of debts, and whatever trading is done upon credit 
rests npon the honor of the debtor to pay ; and, in most instances, contracts 
entered into are punctually paid. 'l..,he Choctaws have passed some whole-
some laws against the introdnction of spirituous liquors into their country. 
The light-horse, which are paid under treaty stipulations, are directed to 
seize the spirit and destroy it, and a fine is imposed npon the person intro-
ducing the whiskey. Facilities are so great for obtaining spirit that it is 
difficult to pre~tent its introduction. 
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A large and commodions council honse for the n,::ttion has just b1~en co·n-
pleted, and used for the first time this year by the council. The room in 
which the con neil meets is large and spacious, sufficient! y so for the ac-
commodation of all the members, and a railing round with seats for specta-
tors. ,..rhere is a separate room adjoining for each of the three districts, in 
which their committees meet. They usually remain in council from ten 
to twenty days ; elect a president and secretary ; the strictest order prevails; 
every £hing is recorded ; and, it would hardly be believed, but such is the 
fact, in few deliberative bodies is more order and propriety observed. 
I have already stated that the schools in this nation have not prospered 
so well this year, owing to the small pox spreading over a portion of the 
nation. This disease has nearly subsided: and wherever a school-house 
has been built in a thickly settled neighborhood a sufficient number of 
scholars attend; bnt in some instances the settlements are sparse, and it is 
found difficult to get regular attendance from the children. Even amongst 
the whites, children are indisposed to attend unless parental authority is ex-
ercised. This is rarely done with the Indians; it, therefore, requires great 
care and perseverance on the part of tbe teachers to induce the children to 
attend. 
There are with the Choctaws, perhaps, more missionaries than with any 
other tribes. It is a fact that cannot be doubted, that they have rendered 
important services to the nation, both by their example and precept. The 
:Methodists have a large number of followers, and so have the Presbyterians. 
I shall, however, in a separate report, state the number of scholars at the 
pnblic schools, as well as those in charge of the missionarief'. 
The Chickasaws have settled generally through the Choctaw nation, 
without going to the district assigned them by the treaty. They have, how-
ever, a right to settle in any part of the Choctaw nation, and enjoy equal 
privileges, one with another, except in the national fund. Generally speak-
ing, they have settled in compaaies or bodies over the nation; and, although 
they arrived, with but few excertions, too late to make much of a crop, 
they have labored hard to raise corn, and but for the drought would have 
succeeded better than could have been expected. 'rhe largest body of 
Chicka~aws have settled on Boggy and Blue, a distance of 130 miles from 
this place. A road had to be opened, and many difficulties encountered, in 
getting the Chickasaws out. 
The contractors deserve great credit for their exertions in getting out 
supplies which had to be taken from Fort Coffee a considerable portion of 
the time, and for the remainder to ship corn up Red river and boat it up 
Boggy, to where a depot was established, and then to haul the corn a dis-
tance of about thirty miles for issue. 
The beef part of the ration was driven from Arkansas, and delivered on 
the hoofs, upon just estimates. I have one blacksmith's shop established 
on Boggy and another on the Canadian, the two strongest settlements of 
Chickasaws, and before the spring another will be established near Fort 
Towson. This will enable the Chickasaws to have their work done with-
out interfering with the Choctaw shops. 1 know of but one site that affords 
sufficient water at all f::easons for a grist and saw mill, which is on Boggy. 
According to your directions, I shall make a contract as early as possible, 
and endeavor to have a good mill where but a year or two ago the wild 
Indians roamed. The Chickasaws are well pleased with the country; and 
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with their wealth. which is greater than any other tribe, they will be cna· 
bled to live comf~rtably. 
They bavG ample national funds arising from their stocks to furnish them 
with schools, erect mills, and to have such mechanics as their situation 
reqnires. I hnve already stated that the Chickasaws, in emigrating through 
Arkansas, unfortunately bt~came infected with the small pox. From the 
best information I can obtain, from five to six hundred have died. Vacci-
nation was resorted to, or the probability is that the disease would have 
been still raging. Every effort was made to prevent the disease spreading; 
but friends and relatives would not consent, even at the hazard of their lives, 
to being separated. The Choctaws have changed their constitution, and 
admitted the Chickasaws into their council, with a chief and ten counsel· 
lors, tile mme as either of the other Choctaw districts. · Speaking, as they 
do, the same lnngnnge, and intermarrying with each other, there cannot be 
a doubt but in a few years they will be one people. A few of the wealthier 
half breeds hav8 settled near Fort Towson, with the design of raising cot-
ton largely. Colonel Colbert has a fium opened, and will cultivate, next 
year, from three to five hundred acres in cotton: besides making corn suf. 
ficient for his hands. Upon this farm he has one hundred and fifty slaves. 
There nrc many others who will cultivate upon a smaller scale: it was, 
therefine, important for the Chickasaws to have the privilege of settling 
where they pleased, as the fnrther they go south the surer is the cotton 
crop. 
The report of Colonel Logan, the Creek agent, is short, and, owing to 
the very limited time he bas been with them, gives but little to enable me 
to report upon. It will be perceived that the Creeks enjoy good health, and 
that their general condition is improving. It is to be regretted that they so 
obstinately persist in their objection to missionaries being amongst them. 
,.rhis is attributable to the fact that those who were with them did no good, 
and one of them, unfortunately for a good cause, has produced a feeling 
which will require great prudence to remove. The Cteeks are desirous for 
schools amongst them. I have directed Colonel Logan to endeavor to pro· 
cure one or two suitable teachers to commence. It will require particular 
care in ch<:>osing the teachers, as upon their prudence and qualifications de· 
pend the snccess of education (,lmongst the Creeks. ,.rhey are far behind the 
Cherokees and Choctaws in education, and yet, perhaps, the most numerous 
and warlike tribe on onr western frontier. They are more inclined to 
labor than any other tribe, and I have as much confidence in their friend· 
ship, if properly managed, as any of the nations. They have settled down 
to farming and raising stock; their chiefs are wealthy und feel contented. 
The Creeks own a rich and valuable country, adapted to the cultivation of 
corn, pumpkins, beans, &c. Large quantities of corn ure raised, and usu· 
ally the large amount consumed at Gibson is obtained from the Creeks. 
They are the only tribe that will have a surplus this year; my information 
is that they will have thirty or forty thousand bushels to sell. Their lands 
are richer than either the Cherokees' or Choctaws', but none possess the 
same facility for stock raising that the Choctaws do. The Creeks settled 
quite thick together when they first reached the conn try; they are now 
extending their settlements up the Canadian to Little river, and a few have 
even gone further out towards Camp Mason. This will enable them to 
raise stock and be more comfortably £ituated. Another portion of the Jate 
emigrant Creeks have gone up the Arkansas, and have joined whCit is 
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called the Mcintosh prrrty. 'The nation is divided into what is called upper 
and lower t~nvns, as it was bef\1re their removal. Mcintosh is the chief of 
the lower town, and Apothleyoholo of the upper town. The parties nrc 
nearly equally d1 vided. The Creeks have not, like the Choctaws or Chero-
kees, fmmed a constitution and laws, except such as are passed by tllc 
chiefs in council. I huve no doubt but in a few years they will do so. 
Possessing, as they do, a rich country, and furnished, under treaty stipula-
tion, with blacksmiths, wheelwrights, and wagon-makers, there appears to 
be nothing wanting to make them the leading tribe on ttw frontier but edu-
cation, which is the surest way to elevate and advance them in usefulness. 
It is strikingly illustrated with the Creeks. They are opposed to mission-
aries to instruct them, whilst the Cherokees and Choctaws are receiving 
the benefits of their labors; their prejudices arc giving way, and it is to b~ 
hoped that the rising generation will be educated, \Vhich they are by natnre 
as capable of being as any of the aborigines, and thereby _be the means of 
advancing the true interest of the nation. 
The Seminoles will probably settle on the north fork of the Canadian, 
and will occ.upy the middle ground betwef!n the two parties ; situated in 
lhis way they will be closely watched. It is to be regretted that the Semi-
noles were permitted to bring their negroes with them, which were cap-
tured during the late Flo.rida war; they should have been given up to 
those who purchased them from the Creeks who captured, and, according 
to the agreement with General Jesup, had a perfect right to dispose of 
them. The Seminoles are greatly under the influence of those negroes, 
and no doubt they participated in the bloody scenes of Florida. 1'hc 
population is bad, and such an one as will readily enter into difficulties; 
they will also be a refuge to which all runaway negroes will fly, and in a 
short time be a perfect den of thieves. I hope measures will be taken to 
have those negroes given up; both justice as well as self-defence seems to 
point out that it should be done. 
The Seminoles hn.ve remained stationary near Fort Gibson. I have 
however, directed the agent to remove them to the situation they have se-
lected, and let them prepare for cultivating the soil, in order that they may 
be able, with the next crop, to supply themselves with corn. ,..rhey are 
destitute of farming utensils, and in no way could a portion of their an-
nuity be so well applied as in purchasing those articles. With proper care 
and attention to their wants, surrounded as they are by the Creeks, they 
may probably lose that hostile feeling which they have so strongly mani-
fested, and become, in fact, as it is designed they should be, a constituent 
part of the Creek nation. The Seminoles, as well as all the late emigrants, 
have suffered from sickness; it is usnal the first year, after which it Js 
not so common, yet the whole Indian country is subject to chills and 
fevers. 
Within the last year the Cherokees have emigrated in considerable num-
bers, and by the close of the year we may expect the nati0n to be aen-
erally removed ; they will then be one of the most numerous, and t-cer· 
taiuly the most intelligent, tribes upon our frontier. Should they settle 
down with the determination to devote themselves to agriculture and the 
raising of stock, their information and experience, posse~sing as they do a 
country every way adapted for farming purposes, will enable them to live 
as comfortably as citizens of our western States. With all their mechanics 
under treaty stipulations, and the multiplicity of business consequent upon 
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the late treaty and removal, it will reqnire their agent to use the greatest 
diligence, and to he located at some central point most convenient to the 
great hody of the nation. The new emigrants arrived to put in a crop; 
they hnve suffered from sickness; but by another season they will become 
acclimated and enabled to support themselves. 'rhe old emigrants are 
comfortably situated, live in good log houses, and dress a~ is usual for 
laboring men. They own considerable stock of horses, c:1ttle, hogs, aud 
'sheep, and many families manufacture their own clothing; and bnt for 
the thirst which the Cherokees seem to have for the introduction of ardent 
spirits amongst them, they would doubtless be enabled in a few years to 
have fine stocks, and their country in a. fine state of cultivation. 
The Cherokee nation is less subject to sickness than either the Creek or 
the Choctaw; it is better watered, particularly by the northern part. Salt 
water is fonnd in several places in the nation, and salt manufactered upon a 
small scale by two of the natives; the supply of water is extensive, and the 
quality such as that at the grand saline. If the works were properly man-
aged, a. sufficient snpply of salt could be made for the whole Indian coun-
try. Arlmns:.ts stone coal is also found in the nation in many places, and is 
used in several of the p11blic shops. 
A considerable portion of th~ emigrants have scttlP.d in the northeastern 
part of this nation. The prairies are rich, the timbered lands abourtding in 
oak, hickory, walnut, and such timber as is nsnal on vvesteru lands. Corn, 
wheat, oats, potatoes, beans, pumpkins, melons, and vegetables grow well in 
the Uherokeo nation. When the late emigrants shall have opened land suf-
ficient, there can be no doubt bnt that the Cherokees adjoining Missouri and 
Arkansas will be able to raise as fine wheat and manufacture as good flour 
as the citizens of those States. 
Upon the subject of schools in the Cherokee nation, I beg leave to refer 
you to Governor Stokes's report, and the Rev. C. Washburn. 1 considet the 
school at Dwight, under the direction of the Rev. C. 'iV ashburn, as the best 
in the Indian country. The regulations and instructions of the school are 
well suited for the natives, and both males and females may there obtain as 
good an education as they could at any institution in the States. It is much 
to be regretted that there nre not more schools upon the same plan of manu-
allabor, where both males and females are taught to labor in their appropri-
ate sphere, possessing, as the Cherokees do: so large an amount of school 
fund. 
There is no way that I could so safely recommend its application as upon 
the manual labor system. 'rhey could not only acquire a good education,. 
but, at the same time, understand practically how to farm, while the females 
would be taught to spin, weave, cut out, and make clothing; and, upon 
their retnrn home, they would not only be nsefnl to themselves, but, by 
their acquirements ;;tnd example, be so to the nation. The Cherokees are 
governed by written la\VS: enaeted by the council of the nation, which 
meets annually in October. Judges are appointed for each district, with a 
sheriff to execute the laws. Trials by jury, and generally the laws for 
holding property, and punishing crimes, are such as are enacted by our own 
States. 
'The Cheroltees may be considered as farth~r advanced than any other 
tribe in civilization, arld when they all shall have emigm:t~'d to their country, 
tltey will teqnrre, for a few years at least, the greatest care and attention 
frotn the Go'vernmerlt. The nation has been divided, and the late treaty 
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and the removal has created a feeling wllich it is important should be al 
layed. A few years will convince the Cherokees that their situation, itl 
every point of view, has been improved by their removal; they will be 
enaLled to erect mills for tbe manufacture of flour, have salt water in abun-
dance, stone coal in many parts of the nation, with wagon-makers, wheel-
rights, and blacksmiths under treaty ~tipulations; and: with ordmary labor, 
they are destined to be a prosperous people. 
'rhe Neosho sub-agency, embracing the Senecas aud Shawnees, with the 
Quapaws, in charge of Robert A. Callaway, Esq.: has, since his location 
with those tribes, produced a beneficial resnlt upon them. 'l,heir position, 
so near the-Missouri line, where spirits could be readily obtained, was evi-
dent} y doing injury to those small tribes. rrhe presence of an agent 
amongst them has had the effect to lessen this evil, and I have no doubt bnt 
the next year will be attended by an increase of labor in the Indians, and 
a consequent increase of corn and stock. 
Perhaps noneofthe tribes possess a finer conntry,according to the size, than 
those of the Neosho sub-agency. The country is well watered, with many 
~ood springs; is free from fevers, so prevalent in the other nations; is well 
adapted to raising corn, beans, pumpkins, melons, and wheat. At the Sen-
eca mills, within the nation, wheat has been manufactured as yet but in 
small quantities; but the soil and ciinJate being so well adapted for its cnlti-
vation, the quantity, no doubt, will be enlarged. A ready market can be 
obtained, thereby affording a means of profit to the natives, as well as an in-
citement to labor. The Seneca mills are not only of advantage to the na· 
tion, but are so to a portion of the people of :Missouri. There is also a 
good saw mill connected with the grist mill. There are three blacksmiths, 
a farmer, and miller in the Neosho sub-agency. The blacksmiths are all 
sufficient to furnish agricultural implements for the nation. With a good 
f~n·mer to instruct, a rich and fertile country interspersed with rich prauiesl 
there seems but little doubt that this tribe, with industry, will be enabled to 
possess all the substantials of life as abundantly as they can be produced in 
the most favored section of our country. It was feared that there might be 
too much prairie for the portion of land assigned those tribes when they 
first emigrated. 'rhe lines were not surveyed that each tribe might have 
its particular portion of country, according to the treaty. The removing 
agents placed them upon their land as near as they could, which, however, 
was not correct by about two miles. 'rhe removal of one tribe would, con· 
sequently, cause a removal of the whole, and although, at one time, a wish 
was expressed on the part of one of the tribes for each to occupy its own 
particular section of country, it has not been done, and the probability is 
that they will continue as they are; however, each tribe, with the exception 
of a few families, live together, yet they are not on the land surveyed for 
each. Perhaps it is best so, for it would throw one of the bands up~n foo 
much of the prairie lands. 
But little change can be reported in the Osages; they are not only in-
dolent, but disposed to commit depredations upon the neighboring tribes a 
well as the people of Missouri. '" 
Their mode of subsistence has heretofore been by hunting, but game is 
becoming scarce, and as they have been unaccustomed to labor, they mnst 
depredate upon those who have stock, or suffer greatly. 
The Osages have not had any agent heretofore to turn their attention to 
labor, indeed they have been neglected until nothing but the benevolence 
of the Government can sa"\te them from snre and swift destruction. 
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There is a small portion that are disposed to labor, and should the ll'l· 
tion at large embrace the favorable terms which will now be submitted b:r 
the directions of the War Department, they may yet be saved from im-
pending ruin. ,.fhe Osages have been and are now greatly under the in-
flnence of traders, who~;e object has been that they should not cultivate tlw 
soil ; they have been led by this influence uutil the nation has dcgeuerated, 
and nothing is nO\v left them but a poor pittance of annuity. Great care 
will be taken at the expected meeting to explain their situation to them, 
and endeavor to induce them to look to those who have no inducement bnt 
to better their condition. The country owued hy them is capable of su -
sisting a mnch larger population by labor. Corn grows well wherever it is 
cultivated, and nothing is w;:tnted but a small share of labor to enable each 
to raise a sufficiency. I cannot doubt but that with a proper agent, and the' 
facilities proposed by the Government, the Osages can be inclnced to go t9 
work and provide for themselves as all others are doing. 
But little fear seems now to be entertained from the wild Indians; o~ca­
swnally they commit thefts upon the neighboring tribes, but this is not so 
frequent as heretofore; the Number of emigrants lJas been so great, and 
they are pnshing their settlements to the west, that the Camanchees, Pawnees, 
t~c. give still further back. Frequently parties of Choctaws, Creeks, nnd 
Chickasaws furnish themselves with small outfits of goods suitable to the 
wants of the wild tribes, and exchange for mutes. ~Of late considerable 
trade in this way has been carried on. Owing to some can~e, Col. Chouteatl 
has not yet succeeded in bringing in the wild Indians that were expected 
to visit 'Vashington. I think it donbtfnl whether or not he will do so. 
In relation to traders, their object of course is to acquire wealth; they 
too often obtain an influence over the Indians enabling them to counteract 
the views and wishes of the Government. This is especially the case 
whenever any measure is proposed which does not suit the pecuniary i -
terest of the trader. Althougt1 it is desirable they should be in the Indian 
country, there should be such restrictions imposed uvon them as would not 
only prevent an undue inflnence, bnt as \veil to protect the Indians from 
fraud. In cases of settlers. their goods arc taritTed and the prices exposed. 
I see no reason why an Indian shonld not be protected and the trader com-
pelled at least to exhibit the cost of his goods. Some of the tribes contend 
that they have natives with capital and capacity sufficient to carry ou the 
trade amongst themselves. This is entitled to great consideration. A 
white trader will agree that un Indian has the same right to trade in nl y 
of the States with the same privileges that he has, and consequently the 
right should be reciprocaL ,.rbis may be true, but will an Indhn leave hi: 
own country to trade, and if the whites are permitted to come in, can it be 
expected that a native trader will be able to come in competition with him, 
and is not an Indian entitled to every advantage within his own country ? 
I would not be understood as excluding white traders, nn less it W!~re ob-
vicus that the natives could and would keep up a good supply of goods, and 
sell them at a reasonable price. 
Applications have been made to me by suttlers, to trade in the Choctaw 
nation. I have refused a license upon the gronnd that a suttler already enjoys 
the privilege of trading at the post for which he is a suttler, when ·a native! 
although in his own country, is debarred from selling good at the post. 
It is true that the white trader might be enabled to give information f 
a.ny hostile intention on the part of the tribe to which they were attached . 
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Scattered over the Indian country, their situation would give them the op· 
portunity of ascertaining correctly the designs of the Indians. Theu 
presence in the Jndian country might thus far be of service to the Gov. 
ernment. Under any circumstances, when licenses ~re granted, the agent 
should be satisfied that they were men of cl'laracter and standing, and 
would offer for sale such goods as are adapted to the wants of the 
Indians. 
In conclusion, I would beg leave to state that the Indians, like any 
other persons emigrating to a new country, have many difficulties to 
encounter. Thi~ has been an mmsually sickly season, and a drought 
which has nearly destroyed the crops, has pervaded the whole Indian 
country; yet, still, I feel confident that a general improvement will be 
commenced through the Indian country. I see no prospect of difficnlties1 
notwithstanding a different declaration has been made from high authority, 
Not one drop of blood will be shed, with proper attention on the part of 
those whose duty it is to preserve p~ace amongst the tribes. 
I shall apprehend nothirjg like a serious rupture, yet it is right and pro-
per there should be a sufficient military force on the froutier; this is due 
to the inhabitants upon whose borders snch a numerous body of Indians 
have been located, as well as to prevent any excitement that might be 
produced. 
'fo enforce strictly the taw prohibiting the introduction of spmtuon 
liquor in the Indian country, is every way desirable; its influence is more 
to be dreaded in civilizing the tribes than anything. 
I speak of its effects from actual observation. In no way could the Gov-
ernment so humanely interpose its strong power, as by preventing the in-
troduction of spirits n.mong the Indiaus. If the wagon or conveyance upon 
which whiskey was found in the Indian country was subject to seizure; in 
a summary view, or if a slave introducing it, his master be liable to a heavy 
fine, it might be the means of arresting such large supplies as enter the 
country; by also making it the duty of each agent and military officer to 
seize and arrest all spirits that may come to his knowledge. White men 
should be prohibited from coming into the Indian country to settle, and 
each agent directed to order all such out under a severe penalty. As the 
law no\v is, you can only couduct a white person found in the Indian conn~ 
try, contrary to the law, to the nearest part of the line, and he can imme-
diately return to any other part of the nation. Ir is rare that a mechanic, 
calculated to advance the interest of the Indians, will desire to take up his 
residence in th~ Indian country, but refugees from justice often seek a home 
amongst them, and intermarry, to the great prejudice of the Indian. To 
impose such restrictions as shall prevent this, as well as the introduction of 
spirituous liquors, would be an obje~t of the highest importance to the 
Indians. 
No. 28. 
EXTRACT F~..OM T.al'} REPO:RT OF HEl\'·R • R. SCHOOLCR~lf'f. 
* 
Less has been nccc:>mplished in this branch, during the last year, than 
was anticipated wht>R the distribution of the edQcation and missiol}- funds 
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\Yas first made. But this has been owing, almost wholly, to the delays 
consequent on procuring teachers, and getting them on the ground, by the 
respective boards to whom the disbursement and application of these funds 
is assigned. Prom the bishop and clergy of the Catholic chnrch of Michi-
gan no writteu reports have been received at this date, which is probably 
attributable to the Bishop's long absence in Europe. I have, however, re-
cently conferred with him since his return, and stated in answer to his iu-
qniries, that the department does not wish to prescribe, arbitmrily, in all 
the details, the mode of applying this fund, but leaves it, in a great measure, 
to the discretion and. experience of the several ecclesiastical or mission 
holl.rds, whose jndgment and responsibility, in the application, it seeks to 
avail itself of; that, as a principle, the department looks mainly to the re-
sult of schools for Indian children: and requires reports from each teacher, 
to exhibit these results in a classified form to lhe country, annually, on 
the 30th day of September. The Rev. Mr. Bond well, of this church, has 
labored as a missionary at Poiut Sr. Ignll.ce, to the acceptance of the band' 
in that vicinity, whose chiefs have rectnested that he might participate iu 
the fund. I have also recei vecl a report from Mrs. Mary Ann Fisher, who 
h4s been employed as a teacher undDr his direction, and at the same place. 
She has in::~trncted 37 scholars. 11 of whom are Indians of full blood. and 
26 metifs, or half bloods. Of the former, 4 were males, and 7 fe~ales. 
Of the latter, 14 males am1 12 females. Thirteen of these can read in 
the English Bible, and begin to 'vrite and cipher; the remainder are be-
ginning to read. ~rhey are also, as stated, taught " cleanliness, sound 
rnontls, and a regard fiH· our Government." It is added, that this school 
has been kept fi·om November, lS37, to the present time, that it is her 
intention to continue it, and that no funds have been received for its 
support from the presiding bishop of that churc.b. 
rrhe mission school of the Baptist hoard at Sault St. Marin. has been 
maintained with faithfulness, although somewhat straitened in its pecu-
niary me11ns. The Rev .. Mr. Bingham, who has nearly completed the J Oth 
year of liis labors as a teacher at that location, states tile nnmber attending 
!tis school the first two quarters to have been 23, and during the third qunr-:. 
ter 41 ; ft>r the instrnclion of 9 of whom the parents paid. rren of the 
total number, 6 males and 4 females, <i.re bcneficin.ries, \vbo are kept and 
hoarded in the establishment. Five of the nnmlJer previously reported 
have been dismissed, one of whom has been pnt apprentice to the black-
smith's trade. Oue of the females has married a man of active nnd indn '-
trious habits, and settled withill 30 miles of the school. rrhe hrnnches 
taught are reading, wriLing, arithmetic, English grammar, and geography; 
and the attainments of those dismissed in these studies are believed to have 
hnen respectable, and such as to be of valne to them in futnre life. From 
the Rev. ~lr. Slater, of the same denominn.tion: who is located in Barry 
county, 110 report has been received for the present ye<1r. 
,.rhP school operations of the Methodist board, within the ceded district, 
lmve been intermitted, chiefly, it is believed, from the ineligibility of the 
present location at Little Rapids, on the St. Mary's. lts removal to a point 
a bon t 10 miles above, at Pnsisissowee bay, is contemplated, aud I have no 
donht of its expediency a.t once. In visiting that point the past summer, I 
found the soil fertile, bearing- a various growth of hard wood, and quite 
sheltered from the !nke winds, by the promontory of Cnpe Iroquois, added 
o which, there i fine anchornge in tl:c bay; a good water po\vcr on a river 
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falling into it, and wild b~y on the neighboring allnvions. The school at 
Kcwywenon is west of the cession. Mr. Bangs, the secretary of this board 
;~ t r·cw Yor\ writes to me that their efforts will be continued among these 
l ndia'ns \Vithout :1batemcnt, nm1 thnt they are desirous of extending them, 
c>s fnr as practicable; and it is presumed th< t means to revi,·e their school 
: nJOng tile Chippe\\' as of St. Mnris will be ad opted the present antunm. 
j haw~, bowevf'r, no report of r(~ cent date from Yrhi r ll I Ci'l1 deduce fac s. 
Bishop McCoskry. of the Episcopal church, in thi s Stnte, has had 
nnder consideration tl!e establisllmeut of n ~· cll o ol and mission ~1 r tbese 
tribes, and iJe executed a Yi sit to the country to lcnrn the \Vants of the In-
d iaJ:s, and to jndg-e of the fensibilty of mnkiug a systemntic effort for their 
improvement. \Yith thi s gentleman I h ~t\'e bad several interviews in rela-
't Jo ll tot his sn l>jec t, :m d entertain a conftdeut belief that no time nor oppor-
Ltmity will be omitted to bring about the desired object. In :dl efforts l)f 
1his natnre it is much easier to msh into i11disc reet action thn11 to plan n 
system of instruction \d1ich shall meet the wants of the Indians, nnd secure, 
at the same time, permanency itt the application of the means. 
The board of missions of the Presbyterian church has sent an agent to 
v iew the c.ondition nnd the location ot the lndinns, since their accertance of 
t.:le irnst committed to theut; a11d 1 hnve, within a few days, received a 
Jc :t,~r from 'Valter Lowry, Esq., the secretary ot this board, stating that tile 
t>/ccutivc con:mittee had decided Qll an immediate occnpnncy of this field 
of labor. Tbeir plnn is not fnlly iudicatcd, but it is inferred that it will 
embrace instrnction to adults ~~swell as childre1t, and they have very justly 
deemed it important thnt this instruction should be communicated by the 
teachers t}wmseh'es iu the native lnn~TWH~e. 
I have thus prP.scnted to yon a g~ne1~nl view of tlte effi)l·ts in progress 
for applying the educntion and mission funds ilssigned t0 the several boards1 
a nd "·ill ollly add, that ns these funds are amrle, and will extend throngh 
n period of twenty years, the hope may be confidently indulged that: und(.'r 
1 hC' joint rftorts of five of tlw leading denominations of the c·onutry, a gene-
Hd nud striking imprm:P.ment iu the conditi on of these tribes, moral an(1 
eecmn micnl, \Yill be prodt!c<'d. 
Tfymulot sclt. ool. 
Tl1is iustitntiLm fiw the past yenr has been nnder tJ e superintendencE> 
· of Rev. Samuel .M. Allen, u gentlemnu every w"y cn.lcnlated to conduct it 
with successfi1 l results; and tbe nnnmd conferencA of the Methodi~ t Epis-
copal Chnrch having recently adjourned, I am happy in being able to iuforrn 
the drpnrtment that it has reappointed l\1r. Allen to the sur~erintmJdcnce of 
the school for the rn!'uiug year. l take pleasnre in bearin.g testimouy to 
hs 11rdent de,·otion to the work nssigned him, his prudent mnuagemenr. 
the frugal lll)d judicious manner in which he husbands the menus placed 
in his hands by the Go;'ernrneut and the church, nnder tbe joint auspice 
of which the institution \ \'<IS: ill the first plac~ : established. 
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In consequence of tl1e mismanagement of tbe farm by the predecessor 
of Mr. Allen, (the pres...,nt incumbent,) but little was raised from the farm, 
which compelled the latter to purchase provisions, grain, &c., to s11pply 
the establishment for the then ensuing year. This year the farm has been 
put nnder a thorough state of repair, with new and substantial fencirig" 
m>~de, and good nnd abundant crops have been raised, considering the 
nnfavorableness of the senson. Enough, at all events, bas been raised to 
supply the wants of tbe institution, inauding the pupils boarding there, 
and to prevent n recurrence of the expenditure to which the institntion 
was subjected the past year. 
The present school house (being a hewn log building) having become 
so rnnch decayed and delapidated as not to justify the expense of repairs, 
the chiefs of the nntion have recently entered iuto a contract with a Mr. 
Henry \Velsh for the building of a ne\v one, to be paid fnr ont of the ftmd 
created by the nth article of the treaty conclnded ut \Y ns~ington, dated 
April 23: 1836. 
No. 3U. 
llSPOR'l' OF D. LOWRY. 
. 
In compliance with a duty enjoined upon me by tile late revised regn· · 
lations of the Indian Department, I hrnre the honor to submit the followillg 
report, relative to the present condition of the ''Vinuebago school and farm 
near Prairie du Chien: 
State of the school. 
The number of cl1ildren taugl1t at the institution is thirty-six, fonrteen 
of whom are females, and twenty t\Vo males; all full ludiatJS except four_ 
half-breeds; eleven of this nmr1ber board and lodge at the establishment·, 
the others sleep at their wig\vams aud draw rations of provisions every 
evening, and clothing when necessary. 'Tbis arrangement is generally 
preferred by parents: as it throws into their respective families daily a small 
amount o'f provisions, and when added to corn: potatoes, &c. raised by them-
, selves, not only increases tbe quantity, but irnpro\res the ilavor of their food. 
rrhe plan is recommended by economy also, as well as by the wishes of the 
Indians, as a greater number of children are thereby kept at school than 
conld be accommodated, were all lodged and boarded at the institution. 
The proficiency of the children in the several branches to which their 
attention has been called, though respectable, is) perhaps, not eqnal to what 
might have been expected from white children enjoying the Slime advantages. 
This, lw\vcver, is not to be attributed so much to a defect of intellect as to 
other causes peculiar to a savage state, such as ignorance of our language, 
a want of dispositipn on the part of Indian parents to co-operate with 
t'eachers in the government of children at school, which precludes every 
thing like coercion in the application of discipline. 
Being unable to appreciatA, in any de~rree: the advantnges of an education, 
they are induced to avail themselves of the privileges of school with a viu\v, 
mare to the fr1ct tha.t they can thereby get their children clothed and Jed, 
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than to nny benefits which are expected to result from literary studies. In 
such circumstances a teacher has nothing to act upon in his attempts to 
stimulate to mental efforts by arguments drawn from the advantages of ed-
ucation, and being denied the usc of the rod, bnt little can be achieved in 
appealing to the fears of his pupils. Irregularity in attendauce, too, retards, 
in no small degree, the progress of the children, although I find no difficnlty 
in keeping <111 avm(lge number of thirty-six in school, (that being the num-
ber which, it is supposed, cnn be supported by the amount allowed,) yet we 
have frequent changes in the course of the year. 
Notwithstanding all these difficnlties, however, the progress of the chil-
dren hfls been sufficient to prove that the Indian character, however de-
gradeJ, is uot beyond the grasp of the ameliorating hand of ~>cience. Severn! 
are spelliug in words of three or four syllables; and have made some pro-
gress in writing, while most of the others spell in words of three 0r four 
lettem, and sorrie in two syllables. (It should be here noted, that several 
half-breeds have been ndvunced so far as to read in the New Testament, 
who have left school.) rrhe children are occasionally exercised in translat-
ing lndiau words into English, aud in counting. 'The girls are engaged in 
sewing from two to three hours each day, some quite pleased with the em-
ployment, and hav . become sufficiently acquainted with the use of the nee-
dle to be of considerable service in making clothes for the children of the 
school, most of whom now desire their garments cut and made like thosP. 
worn by white children. ' 
In view of the present state of this school, it shonld bP. recollected tlmt, 
at the time of opening, the whole tribe declared in opposition to it, refnsiug 
·to send a ~ingle child; now five hundred conld be obtained, had we the 
means of supporting them. This opposition, too, had to be met without an 
interpreter, or a knowledge of a word of their language. 
State of the f61rrn. 
Thirty-eight families planted last spring abont two acres of g round to a 
family, pri11cipally in corn, potatoes, aud ber~,ns. I had the land ploughed, 
laid off in rows and divideu, according to the size of each family. Seed 
was also given them, nud n considerable contest maintained during planting 
with them to prevent their eating it. Thirty bnshels of corn: and eighty 
of potatoes, were issned dnring this period. Their crops have generally 
heen worked well, and present, at this time: a prospect of an ahuudaut 
harvest. 
After affording the Indians the necessary aid in pitching their corps, the 
hands have only hnd time to sow about tweHty-five acres in- oats, plant ten 
acres in corn, a!ld twelve in potatoes. They are uc,w employed in cutting 
hay for the stock and teams in the winter. 
ImprovemeJtt,.:;. 
, Since my last report, six cabins have bren bni1t for the use of Indian 
fnmilie~, m:d materials prepared and hauled for fonr more; also, a house 
of storage for tbe Inuiaus, of hewed logs, and a stable for the teams be· 
longing to the farms have been erectEd. A blacksmith's shop, coal hc,nse, 
and cabin for the smith's family, have been added to th e improvements of 
the place. Since my lust report, our yard has also been enclosed with posts 
and rails, furnished with two gates. About fifteen miles west of this, we 
have euclosed forty ncres of groundj a considerable portion of which is 
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broken up, and sowed in oats. This new farm was intended to be occupied 
by the Indians this year, but they were unwilling to go unless I would 
accompany them. 
flisposition of last year;s crop. 
,.Phe crop of last year, consisting of about 500 bushels of corn, 1,000 
bushels of potatoes, and 1,500 of tm nips, was issued to the Indians in small 
quantities, except so much as was necessary for the use and support of the 
establishment. 
Families who have left the chase. 
Six families belonging to this establishment may be considernd as having 
given up hnnting, as a means of support, and are now living on the pro-
ceeds of their labor and provision drawu by their children at school. 
Number instructed in agricultw·e. 
About 300 Indians are now living at this institution, 125 of whom may 
he considered as adults, the rest are minors. Should they save the provision 
made this year, and not dispose of it for whiskey, but little effort in the 
chase will be .necessary to afford them ample support for the present year. 
Physical aspect of the country. 
'rhis school ani farm are located on a fraction of a township, bounded 
north by the neutral gronnd, and east by the Mississippi river. I am told 
the subdivision of this fraction has not been ordered, and the presumption 
js, it will not be brought into market till the Indian title is extinguished to 
lands adjoining on the north. 
The country immediately in this vicinity is too precipitous to be of much 
use for agricultural purposes. 'rhe timber; however, is very fine, and in 
no country are water privileges to be found in greater abundance. 'l,hose 
skilled in mining sny the surface gives evidence of minerals. No efforts, 
however, have as yet been made for the purpose of making discoveries, and 
of course l can say but little of the resources of the country in reference to 
this subject. A few miles distant, lands become gently undulating, ve:o.rie-
gated w1th rich prairie and bea'utiful groves of timber, presenting prospects 
of the most inviting character to the agriculturist. 
Permit me to add, in conclusion, that I have no doubt these Indians have 
110w commenced their march from the aboriginal to a civilized state, and 
notllin~ is wanting but patient and persevering effort to place them by the 
side of the white man, enjoying the rich blessings of science, agriculture, 
and religion. The length of time, however, to be consumed in conducting 
them to -this very desirable position in society will depend mnch upon the 
policy adopted in affording them the requisite assistance. While I would 
be far from disapproving the practice of imparting both religious and literary 
instrnction to the Indians, I have no hesitation in saying that agricultu.ral 
pursuits should be urged upon their attsntion, as preparatory to every other 
improvement. Their roving habits must be subdued before the utility of 
sclwols can be realized by them, to any great extent, and they will never 
consent to keep their homes at one place till they acquire the art of drawing 
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the means of subsistence from the earth, and of holding unpurtable prop-
erty. Thus settled down us cultivators of the soil, they would be ready to 
enj@y the full advantage of schools, and of also religious instruction. · 
vVhile on the subject of schools, I would remark that, in every institutiou 
of learning, desigueu for tbe benefit of the Indians, the English luugoacrp 
should be taught. The practice of instructing them in their own langw1~e 
promises but little benefit of a prospective ch:1.racter. The continuance ~f 
the vernacular tongue of the difterent nations of Indians witl always 
encourage those petty distinctions of tribes which now present both an 
amalgamation in marriage and a general union, under the snme form of 
government. And I hold that no permanent disposition can be made of tlw 
Indians till these two objects be accomplished ; and no effort will be of last-
ing benefit which will not tend to the5'e points: moreover, their re-
sources of knowledge must remain limited in the extreme, till access cau 
gained to onr bool(s, either by translating them into their language, or 
teaching them to read in the present English transl::ttion. No system of 
benevolence, I presnrne, designed for tile benefit of the Indians, contem-
plates an extensive translation of English works for the use of the many 
little wandering tribes of North America, even if their language was snf-
ficiently rich to admit of it. But of this I am by no means certttin. Onr 
knowledge of words does not extend beyond our knowledge of things, and 
the Indians having but limited ideas of law courts of justice, or diviue 
things, can have but few if any s-uitable words to express sentiments ou 
these subJects. 
No. 31. 
JlEPt)RT OF LA "\\'RENCE TALIAFERRO. 
Under this head, it will be observed by the department, that since ~11)' 
h:tst annnal statement, called for by the regulations, some considerable Im-
provement hn.s been effected in the condition of these establishments, in the 
ad van cement of the moral and intellectual condition of the Indians and 
their children. The reports of the principals of the severn] missionary 
stations within the agency, numbered from one to five, and herewith en-
closed, will detail the condition of each, as well, also, their expenses iu 
buildings, fencing, farmers, &c., with the quantity of land broketl for culti-
vation, and amount of the various productions of the soil for consumption 
by the Indians. Specin'lens of epistolary correspondence by full ulood 
Sioux are also forwarded, and written in their own la11gnage, perfectly intelli-
gible to tbe recipients. Books in English and in Sioux have been published 
for the nsc of the mission at Lake Harriet; and as soon as it may be prac-
ticable the reverend T. S. vVilliamson, ofLucquirmrle, will cause an edition 
of his own to be struck off in Boston under the direction of the American 
Board of Foreign .Missions. 
The several ~tations in this country are not snpported in \Yhole or in part 
from any funds of tho Government, or from Indian treaties; hence, for the 
want of this aid, the heads of these institutions have met with difficulties· 
and embarrassments at every step. Heavy expenditures for buildings, and 
for the purchase of agricultural implements and stock, deprive them of 
much means that might otherwi~e be advantageously employed. 
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It becomes my duty to nsk that the snm of $5,000, set apart in the Sioux 
treaty of September 29, 1807, may he divided, in just proportions, and paid 
to the gentlemen having charge of the several missions. Mr. D. Gavin re-
moves this vear from the " rvlonntaiu in the water" east, to the west, with 
"\VaL isba's l.)and of Sioux. It would seem hnt just ( ou 'nbandoning his mis-
sion on the ceded lands) that thA snm of S500 he paid him, to enable him 
to carry on his pliinS with this band west of the lVIississippi at their new lo-
cation. 
The mission and fttnn for the Sioux at Lake Pepin is well located, and 
the bnikl ings extensive. Here, too, Mr. Denton, in consequence of heavy 
'expenses, ought to have a sum not less tlmn 8500, as ought the station at 
J,ake Harriet, under the 'snpcrvisio11 of the reverend J. D. Stevetts. rrhe 
mission at Little Crow, under rrJwmas V\r. Pope, of the Methodist society, 
f;hould be transfened from its presem position, beiug too near the village. 
I would, therefore, respectfullr urge it for the consideration of the depart-
ment whether, under these circnmstanc<"s, jt would not be advisable to pur-
chase their buildings for the farrm~rs which may be employed under tl1e 
late treaty stipulations. This can be effected for some 8500, and the mission 
established at a more convenient distance from the Indians. I have, as far 
as my other more important duties would permit, visited the contiguous 
mission, and attended the examinations of the school at Luke Harriet, aud 
am enabled to say that there has been much perceptible improvement, ns 
will appear by the report of the principal. 'l,he teachers, Misses Stevens 
and Egglestou, are iu cYcry res pAct qualified for the arduous task of instruc-
tion, nnd they seen1 truly devoted to the laudable and praiseworthy calling. 
Inasmnch as there are within this ngency an unusual number of orphan 
children, many of whom seem very intelligeut and interesting, migl)ti not sug-
gest, and would it not well comport with the JUSt views of the President, awl 
liberc l policy of the treaty \Vith the Sioux, to set apart $3,500 per annum 
in fonnding an orphan nsylum near this post, at which these neglected and 
friendless young might be collected and clothed, fed, and educated? For 
one; l know of no better nse to apply the funds referred to, and the more 
particularly, as it is expected that this agency is to have the control of these 
means for the benefit of the J\lcdawakanton Sioux tribe. A return, showing 
the number of Indian schools, where established, by whom, the nun1bcr of 
teachers and pupils, will be forwarded for the in formation of tlJC office. 
I have endeavored to impress all missionaries with the true fact that 
Christianity mnst be preceded by civilization among the wild tribes. I haz-
ard nothing in this, for an Indian must be taught all the temporal benefits 
of this life first, before yon ask him to seek for etenwl happiness; teach him 
to worship the true and living God through the self-evident developments 
of his mother earth. ln fine, let agricnlture and tile arts precede the preach-
ing of tbe gospel, nftcr which, Christianity inculcate. if practicable. 
l\o. 3·~. 
J:XTIL\.CT FlWM THE REPORT OF RICIL\JUl W. CUMJ\'Ill\S. 
Delawares. 
A school is still kept up nmong them, at the mission establishment, by 
the .Methodi~t Episcopal church: they have at this time twelve sch0lars, 
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five of whom spell and read and have commenced writing, the othcr,seven 
can spell. rrhey all appear to be sprightly, cheerful, and healthy. 
• • • • • * ~ 
Shawnees. 
The Methodist Episcopal church have a mission among them, and 
have kept up a school for several years. 'l,his year they have had gene-
rally about thirty-two-eleven of whom (8 girls and 3 boys) live in the 
mission family. Fonr of the girls read and write and have commenced 
the study of arithmetic; the other four can spell and two of them can 
_J"ead. 'l'he three boys living in the mission family are small and are be· 
ginning to spell. Ten girls attend the school who come from tht>ir homes; 
one of them can read, seven spell, and two are at the alphabet. Eight boys 
attend the school who come from their homes; five of them read and write 
and have commenced arithmetic; the other three can spell. Eleven of the 
girls have learned to sew, and two can weave. 
There are three other boys who have not attended the school this year, 
that have just got through their apprenticeship at the cahinet making 
business, in a mechanical shop connected with the mission. 'rhese three 
hoys mnke some very respectable looking furnitnre. 
The Baptist Board of Forei.gn ~1issions have a missionary establisL-
ment among tltiS tribe, but no school for the last three years. 
'l'he Quakers have also established a mission among them, and com-
menced a school, which was kept up only a few months during the latter 
part of the year. 
* * * * * * 
[(ickapoos. 
,-rhe.re.is n school kept up among them under the 7th article of the tre:.1ty of 
1832. which I have connected with the missionarv scl1ool among- the 
Kick~poos, established by the Methodist Epincopn! · eh u reb. They- have 
taken twelve boys and three girls into the rni:;;sion f'amily, four of whom 
study geography, three are rending, si.· spellill;:.£, rile others in the alphabet; 
eight writing. 
There are others that attend occ,tsionally, who come from their homes, 
that have made but littl8 prugress. 'rhe larger portion of the money paid 
by the Government to the teacher is expended for provisious, clothing, and 
other beneficial purposes connected with the scboo!. 
No. 32j-. 
lU.i: PORT OF W1LL1AM ARi\ISTH.O~G. 
rrhe school reports which I have the honor to Sll bmit for this year, do 
not exhibit a very flattering prospect for the cnnse of education amongst 
the Indians. The Choctaws, who have more public schools than any other 
tribe, show quite a falling off since last ye~r. This is mainly attributable 
te the introduction of the small po;.>, by the emigrating Chickasaws, during 
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the past spring, through the most of the Choctaw country, and, as might be 
expected, in every neighborhood of a school, was the means of breaking it 
np. The disease is subsiding, and the schools again commencing. 
Another serious difficulty arises from parents not exercising proper au-
thority over their children; they are not disposed to coerce attendance upon 
the school. In some cases this is done, aud, whenever a regular attendance 
is had, the progress in learning is good. 
The Choctaws are generally desirous of educating their children ; in the 
summer they require some of their children to lab<H, and in the winter 
many of them are too thinly clad to attend. Yet, under this disadvantage, 
the schools through the nation have done much good. The teachers are 
generally men of good morals, and exert a happy influence through the 
country. rrhe boys are taught to spenk English, read, write, and cipher. 
I find no difficulty in furnishing the requisite number of youths for the 
school in Kentucky, whenever called on. \Yhile the other tribes seem un-
willing to send their children to school, I may safely say of the Choctaws 
that in every way in which an opportunity for education is offered, they are 
ready to avail themselves of the benefit. 'rhe manual lahor system, espe-
cially where children have had the advantage of such schools as are amongst 
the Choctaws, would certainly be the means of doing great good. I am 
clearly of opinion that it is the only plan that will succeed well amongst 
the Indians. They object, seriously, to sending their children so great a 
distance as the school in Kentucky. They are unwilling to be separated 
four or five years from their children. This difficulty would be obviated by 
manual labor schools in the Indian country. Children would be under the 
control of proper teachers, where the different branches of education, as 
well as agriculture, spinning, weaving, &c., would be taught. ' 
The Rev. Ceptas Washburn, at Dwight l\iission, teaches upon the man-
ual labor system.. His school has done much good amongst the Cherokees. 
There is no other school in the Indian country upon this plan. 
The Choctaw academy, in Kentucky, has educated many of the most 
intelligent men in the Indian country. They can be seen in their councils 
taking the deepest interest in the welfare and prosperity of their peopl~. 
'rhe missionary schools have done much for the education and good mor-
. als amongst the Indians. Their reports will be found enclosed with this 
cor:umunication. 
The Creeks have no missionaries, or indeed schools of any description 
amongst them. They are opposed to every thing like religion, and only 
lately would they agree for a school being located amongst them. One is 
now preparing to go into operation on the Arkansas. It is also contemplated. 
to establish another on the Canadian. With a judicious selection of teach-
ers, and proper management, it is to be hoped that the prejudices of the 
Creeks will be removed, and that generally schools will be established in 
the nation. 
The Cherokees have no public schools, and but two or three of any de-
scription. \Vhen the emigration shall be completed, it is to be expected 
that the number will be grBatly increased. 
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~0. 33. 
REPOR'l' FROl\1 THE CHOCTA \V AC,\DEl\1:Y. 
rrhe institution at this time is in a very prosperous conclitiou( consistltlt-
of 152 Indian students, under rigid and strict discipline, and learning with 
considerable spirit and ambition. Twenty-two of the students are in 
the severn.l shops learning trades, and one hundred and thirty in school, 
divided and arranged into 15 classes, viz: 
1st class consisting of 8 students in Bnglish grammar and surveying. 
2d do. 10 do. book-keeping and history. 
3d do. 8 do. grammar, geography, and algebra. 
4th do. 10 do. gramm:H and arithmetic. 
5th do. 10 do. grammar, reading, and arithmetic. 
6th do. 10 do. reading, writing, and arithmetic. 
7th do. 8 do. reading, writing, and arithmetic. 
8th do. 10 do. reading, writing: and arithmetic. 
9th do. 8 do. reading, writing, and arithmetic. 
lOth do. 8 do. reading, writing, nnd arithmetic. 
11th do. 8 do. reading, writing, and spelling. 
12th do. 8 do. reading, writing, and spelling. 
13th do. S do. reading and spelling. 
14th do. 8 do. spelling in two syllables. 
15th do. 8 do. spelling in two letters. 
We have some young men in this institution of considerable promise, 
who bid fair to be very useful to their respective tribes, when they shall 
return to their homes, among ·whom I would mention Adam Nail, a Choc-
taw youth, who has turned his attention to the study of medicine, together 
with other useful studies, and has occasionally practised in this institution, 
under the regular physician, with great success. We have many others be-
longing to the school, who discover considerable talents to be useful as clerks, 
accountants, &c. 
~ I have no hesitation in saying, that, from this institution, the permanant 
foundation for civilized life among many of the Indian tribes will be laid ; 
and that the rising generation among that once degraded people will reap 
the blessings of civilization, learning, and the principles of the Christian 
religion, from the lessons received at the Choctaw academy. 
'The books used in this institution are as follows, viz : 
In grammar, we use Kirkham. 
philosophy, " Blake. 
surveying, " Gibson and Gurni~r. 
history, " Tytler. 
algebra, :' Colburn. 
geography, " Olney. 
arithmetic, " Pike. 
reading, " Emerson's 1, 2, 3, and 4 class reader. 
speJiing, " Emerson's A spelling book. 
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Report showing the condition in detail of the workshops at the Choctaw 
Academy, in Scott county, Kentucky, on the 30th September, 1838, 
being the end of the third quarter. 
There are twenty-two Indians youths of this institution, employed in 
learning trades or professions, viz : 
8 in the tailorshop. 
8 in the shoe and boot shop. 
4 in the smith shop, and 
2 in the wagon shop. 
In each shop several of the boys can make very respectable work, and 
all are rapidly ·improving. 
9n the 5th January, 1838, the department instructed the superintendent 
to Introduce some new regulations in the workshops, which had a very salu-
tary effect. Since that time they have prospered, and yet continue to 
flourish. 
At the last quarterly inspection, a handsome profit was shown from the 
net proceeds of each shop. This net profit is to be divided among the boys 
who labor in the shops, when they shall have completed their trades and 
about to return home. 
I feel very hopeful that much good will result to the different tribes whose 
sons are acqniring a knowledge of some of the most u<:;eful mechanical 
branches. 
No. 34. r-t 
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Statement showing tlte amount remaining in the hands of each of the disbursing agents of the Office of lndian A .flairs, L.....~ 
unaccounted for, on the lst of October, 1837; the amount remitted to each j1"0rn tlte 1reasury, or tu1·ned over to hint 
by other agent or agents, and those which came into the hands of each from the salts of property, -rent of public 
buildings or grounds, or from othn· sources, during t!te last quarter of 1837, and each of the first three quarters 
of 1838; the amount accounted and unaccQunted for by each, in each of those quarters, by accounts- and vouchPrs 
of expenditura., or by evidences of transfers to other agents, or of replacements in the T1·easury }. and the balance 
unaccounted fo·r by each at the end of each quarter. 
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Reynolds, Doctor J. C. - - - 745 70 63,763 25 11 40 " 64,520 53 
Reynolds, Lieut. J. C. - - - - 9,500 00 - 9,500 00 
Reynolds, Benjamin - - - 1,175 00 - 1,175 00 
Sibley, Lieut. E. S. - - - - 21,000 00 - 21,000 00 
Simonton, Capt. J.P. - - - 73,667 67 173,042 00 - 246,':'09 67 
Searight, Lieut. J. D. - - 20,031 22 - :Je,031 22 
Sprague, Lieut. J. T. - - - 10,706 46 25,283 00 - 35,969 46 
Stephenson, Capt. J. R. - - - 42,814 85 4,015 00 - ·16 829 85 
Sloan, Lieut. T. T. - - - - 939 59 - - 1939 ~ 
Street, Gen. Joseph M. - - - 421 60 - 421 6 
Swords, Capt. Thomas - - - ·- 752 98 752 98 
Smith, Archibald, jr. - - - 1,350 00 - 1,350 00 
Sherburne, J. H. - - - - 273 51 - 273 51 
Van Antwerp, Verplank - : - 90,000 00 - 90,000 00 
Van Horne, Lieut. J. - - - 95,059 08 143,135 00 - 238,194 08 
Westcott. J.D. - - - - 9,397 50 - - 9,397 !SO 
Wool, Gim. JohitE. I - - - 12,186 77 - 12,186 77 -
.. 
37,261 61 24,052 79 
6,243 10 -
-
2,069 54 30 46 
139,29R 04 10,000 00 
IR9 00 















































SECOND Q.UARTER, 1838. 
"'S s~.'!i s~ 
. 
C) 
j;:lo o'"'j;:l o..c: td td;.. ¢:E~ <!::o Q) 
'"d';: '"d"'td .D '"d"d fJ<£ <l.>j;:l,_. ~ -td(!) <1.> j;:l .-;:::; ;;...,..c: >td '"d. ...C"' . Q) ... s ..... - ...... ~ j;:IJ-o Names of agents. ;... en j;:I .... Q) Q)~~ QJ- ]<8 ....... §~ "'j;:l '"'td.D 
~§& 
... Q) ... E~ .s] j;:IJ-oQ) 
:;:l~ > ::;:$ "'~ -::: 
tdtd- s~.g 0 Q) .£:!§ ";§~ s-; ~u ~ ....... < ..... <!.> <en 
------------ ----
Armstrong, William - - - $19,902 27 $7,250 00 - - $27,202 27 
Andrews, Major T. P. - - - 336,536 75 - - 336,536 75 
Brown, C~tain Jacob - - - 20,739 47 - - - 20,739 47 
Bushnell, . P. - - - - 250 00 262 50 - - 512 50 
Bush, Chauncey - - - -
47,880 63 
A,832 00 - - 8,832 00 
Cruttenden, Joel - - - - 45,817 46 - - 93,698 09 
Clary, Lieutenant R. E. - - - 4,921 53 - - - - 4,921 53 
Collini, Captain R. D. C. - - - 112,653 !::!4 - - 112,653 84 
Cross, S. T. - - - - - 6,775 00 - - 6,775 00 Clendenin. Lieutenant J. M. - - 116 oo 560 00 - - 676 00 
Deas, Lieutenant Edward - - - 31,794 55 12,188 87 - - 43,983 42 
Dougherty, John - - - - - 5,590 87 - - 5,590 87 
Davis, Lieutenant J. P. - - - 862 42 - - - - 862 42 
Garland, Major John - - ·. 98,165 01 - - - 98,165 01 
Harris, Carey A. - - - - 110,214 43 1,617 61 - - Ill ,832 04 
Hitchcock, Major E. A. - - - 105,190 17 100 00 - - 105,290 17 
Harris, S. P. - - - - 6,173 46 - - - 6,173 46 
Hill, Lieutenant T. M. - - - 24,289 04 1,286 06 - - 25,575 10 Lindsay, Colonel William - - - 8,064 03 - - - - - 8,064 03 Lynde, Lieutenant J. - - - 1,161 04 - - - - 1,161 04 Morrison, Captain P. - - - 99,074 98 - - - 99,074 98 McKi1:isack, Lieutenant W. M. D. - 18,374 71 302 14 - - 18,676 85 Morris, Captain G. - - - 10 00 - - - - 10 00 
... 







~ a>en...c Q) 
P.. j;:l--;..j;:l 
I>< 
Q) ::;$<1.>::: ~ b.D• ..... 
E -td j;:l "0 
:= 58~>-. 0 s s ...c td .... ..... -p 
< ctl 0 P..en --------
$A,832 40 
64,578 28 $101,496 17 
- - -
262 50 - -
8,832 ()0 - -
60,694 45 - -
482 50 - -
106,704 76 - -
7,590 33 -560 00 116 00 
18,307 76 1,000 00 
6,749 32 - -
- - - -
68,972 4:l 27,894 87 
23,~53 61 2,463 06 





16,663 65 - -








































































Phillips, Captain J. A. - - -
Page, Captain John - - - - 72<1 76 53,437 00 - -Rice, Nathan - - - - 116,230 19 - - - -Reynolds, Doctor J. C. - - - 3-,205 95 - -Reynolds, Lieutenant J. G. - - - 3,256 90 33,810 16 - -Reynolds,' Benjamin - - - 1,175 00 - - -Sibley, Lieutenant E. S. - - - - 9,738 25 - -
Simonton, Captain J.P. - - - 97,411 63 338,362 40 - -
Searight, Captain J. D. - - - 19,842 22 - -
Sprague, Lieutenant J. T. - - 1,873 01 18,600 00 -
Stephenson, Captain J. R. - - 33,003 89 111,192 30 $208 68 
Sloan, Lieutenant T. T. - - 552 72 - - - -
Street, General Jo~eph M. - - - 421 60 - - - -
Smith, Archibald, jr. - - - 200 00 - - - -
Sl•erburn~, J. H. - - - - 273 51 - - - -
Tilley, Henry W. - - - - 1,500 00 -
Van Horne, Lieutenant J. - - - 146,241 25 1,000 00 15 00 
Westcott, J.D. - - - - 9,~97 50 - - - -
Wool, General John E. - - 12,186 77 -
Whitely, Lieutenant R. B. - - - - 5,000 00 2 50 
54,161 76 1,775 75 49,000 00 
116,230 19 - - 100 00 
3,205 95 - -
37,067 06 35,291 36 - -
L,l75 00 -
9 738 25 9,671 75 66 50 
435:774 01 130,036 16 99,056 80 
19,842 2:& 126 00 19,716 22 
20,473 Ol 1,536 85 - -
144,404 87 36,466 18 - -
552 7'2 - - -· -
421 60 - - - -
200 00 - - - -
273 51 - -
1,500 00 1,245 00 - -
147,256 25 29,404 40 - -
9,397 50 - - - -
12,186 77 - -

































































Names of agents. 
strong, William - -
rews, Major T. P. - -
m, Captain Jacob - -
nell, D.P. - - -
1, Chauncey - - -
:enden. Joel - - -
v-, Li.etitenant R. E. - -
ns, Captain R. D. C. - -
>, S. T. - - - -
, Lieutenant Edward - -
s, Lieutenant J. P. - -
1nd, Major John - -
·i", Carey A. - - -
1c:ock, Major E. A. - -
·is, S. P. - - -
Lieutenant T. M. - -
z, Daniel - - -
sny, Colonel vVilliam - -
·i<>on, Captain P. - -
:iss:1ck, Lieutenant \V. M.D. -
·is, Captain G. - - . -
Ip<:, Captain J. A. - -




















THIRD QUARTER, 1838. 
]S S'"d ..... S8 ~ 0~~ ..0 
ro~ .:::ro~ p..c <.;::0 B 
'"d'"' ] ~,2 '"d'"d ~<B '"d • 
o:l-
Q)~ 
~.2 ,... '-' . :;:::; = -~ o:~_ ....... Q) .... S~t> ..... rJJ ~<l> ,...::'"d 
~=- <U~> c.:-.,....  .... ........ 0 "d~ .~ ~ <l>Oc-;l ~E-1.-c:n ~~ <:.>(..)= = ~<:.>0' ~ Q) ...... = r:JJ-
o~e~ -o o:~ro..., 0 Q) ~tl -~~ S...:::::;:; bJJ sc; ~:::s__, <tl ......... o;~ <tl"/1 ~ro 
---------- ----
$18,369 87 $2~;j 00 - $18,591 87 170,462 30 !J7l 06 - 171,433 31) 
20,7:39 47 499,675 58 - 5~0,415 05 250 00 620 50 - 870 50 
47,:424 94 -- 47,224 94 33,003 G! 2!l,390 00 - 62,393 61 
4,439 03 - - 4,439 03 
5,919 OH - 5,!H?J 08 
3,315 00 - 2,999 67 
24,675 GG 13,'224 00 - 37,899 GG 
862 42 - 862 42 
98,165 Ol 308,0ll 88 - 406,176 89 
14,9G4 74 - 14,964 74 
78,973 50 565,220 28 - 6H, 193 78 
6,173 46 - - 6,173 46 
23,940 9fi - 23,940 9fi 161,585 73 - 161,585 73 6,517 16 - (i,517 16 75,417 57 20,000 00 - 95,417 57 2,013 20 - - 2,013 20 
10 00 - 10 00 
8.000 00 - 5,223 33 
3,3SG 01 , G!H,2DG 55 - 69•.1,682 56 
11) I I 
~~~ 
't:i ~'"d ~ 
~§~ ~ '"d 
~ 'g -~ Q) 
e~-s A. 
~ =~~ Q) ..... bJJ·~ 
~ §~~ :::s 
0 0 (I)(..) • 




3,898 ~1 :$167,535 15 














299 99 6,217 17 
6,634 00 -
- -








































































Re)rnolds, Dr. J. C. -
Reynolds, Lieutenant J. G .. -
Reynolds BenjamiP -
Simonton, Captain J.P. 
Sprague, Lieutenant J. T. -
Stephen~on, Captain J. R. 
Sloan, Lieutenant T. T. 
Street, Joseph M. 
Sn11th Archibald 
Sherburne, J. H. 
Tilley, Henry ·w. 
Smith, A. J. -
Van Antwerp, Verplanck -
Van Horne, Lieutenant J. 
'Vestcott, J. D. -
\Vool, General John E. 
'"' AR DEPARTMENT, 
116, .130 19 1 
3,205 95 

















Office Indian Affairs, DecembPr 1, 1838. 
I 116,130 19 
- ' 3,205 95 
s~s oo I 3I,soo 70 
- 2,100 00 
I 206,681 01 _ I 18,936 16 











6,375 13 I 





2:Z,l~O 00 I 22,1~0 oo I 
6,375 13 
- I 25,43!'> oo 1 
- -
15,796 16 
5,703 08 9,51G 22 
-

























&atement showing the amount applicable to ea:pendit-ure, and the amount expended in. the service of the Department of 
Indian Affairs, during the year ending 30th of September, 1838. 
~ ~- b.O .-c"'"" '"d ~.s.:: Amount disbnrsed . Cl) 0 ~ . 
~ ..o ·v; ~~ ~ Cll<ll~ 
s~ 
f.., ·~ 0 .c::- ~ 
0 '- · ~ 
..Ocu 
oc.. ~ §-~ ~~ "550 In fourth quarter of 1837. In first qua rtcr of 1838. 
<!::: 0.) ;.a 5_.rn ~f.., ~:.:: rn<ll cu O..cu 00. ~b.o §- ~ ~..:: ~ 2 e'O 0~ C\15:: <S '0 §"2 ~ '0 o--g '5 >.'-' 5:: c: 
Names of appropriations. ~.::; "'~ 
,.QO.. 
] .~.s Cll od~~ Cll o ..... .;~ .-c-o s ;g 0 b.O bJ) C:Cll'"d c:- -o ...... " gr s d ·s ~ b..OQ) ~~~ '-'0 "~ ov ~:0 o:l 5:: ~ c: 0 ]M ..c.::; "' ~-~ Q) bll bJ) ..... ~ o-Cll -o~ d'-s... -~ -~ ~~~ Of>-. d~ ~ (l;jo.. 0 o..o c: ~t;;j<ll~ a -~~ ..... o e -~ .... g c..p_'iij s "§ 0 c.. ... - . 
8~0 :lJ3 
5:: bO ~ .... o 8 c.."d 0 ~ 8 c: ~~ s OC:OJ:) §!!i (l;j o..d...: .1:1 o C: r/J ,_, o· .... sc.;:;] Oc: :~ ·~ § ~cO~~ if) c..·'"' s<P~ ~ C:,_M §~ oc: ~d cO ~ '(;'J "d .... ;c; ""'''"''"d .... ~~~ '«Jo:l ~.5o s~ o'o ~ s >.a> ...... c: >. ~~ Q >. >. ooo:l..O ..... >.ut.>o:l..O 
P=l P=l <: ~ ~ P=l P=l co P=l 
--- ----. ------------- -------------------
Fnlfilling treaties with-
Christian Indians - - - $400 00 $4-00 00 - $800 00 
Chippewas, Ottoes, and Pottawatomies $112,360 00 6,200 00 42,490 00 - 161,050 00 - $17,293 32 $6,638 70 $630 06 
Chippewas of Swan creek, &c. - 1,860 00 4,165 00 1,000 00 - 7,025 00 $649 33 1,650 00 828 50 250 00 
Chippewas of Saganaw . - - 6,500 00 - 6,500 00 
Chippewas, Menomonies, vVinneba-
goes, and New York Indians - 750 00 1,500 00 - 2,~50 00 
Choctaws - - - - 21,361 75 9,2'28 56 72,625 00 - 103,215 31 1,750 00 7,654 00 1 ,07;2 50 2, 745 00 
Chickasaws - - - - 4,375 00 
9'3,632 81 
6,000 00 - 10,375 00 1,762 00 
Creeks - - - - 331,900 OG 413,940 00 - 839,472 87 435,421 36 2,934 42 6,040 09 7,188 75 
Cherokees - . - - 2,876 50 4,471 26 15,140 00 - 2~,487 76 - 555 00 
Cad does - - - - - - 10,000 00 - 10,000 00 
Delawares - . - - 1 '110 00 8,140 00 - 9,250 00 4,600 00 551 66 Florida Indians - - - 30,870 00 26,701 39 280,610 00 - 338,181 39 1,990 48 692 00 6 90i 19 Iowas - - - - 56,940 00 2,940 00 8,950 00 - 68,830 00 10,313 73 1,250 00 18 1384 37 
Kanzas - - - 860 0{) 1,742 70 6,040 00 - 8,642 70 3,860 00 1 '750 00 '265 15 
Kickapoos - - - 750 00 250 00 5,500 00 - 6,500 00 2,800 00 2,500 00 700 00 
Kaskaskias and Peorias - - 3,000 co - 3,000 00 1,500 00 1,500 00 Kaskaskias, Pe-orias, '\Veas, and Pian-
keshaws - - - - 360 00 18G 00 - 546 00 360 00 





In second quarter of 1838. In third quarter of 1838. 
n ~'o§] rn ~ 'o o--g i:i i5 
Names of appropriations. ClJ 0~1l~ ll) oi:i;~ bJ) bJ.) 
ro ~s i5 ·;; "' ~J.)s~] bJ.l bJ.) ..... :;...,~ cr' ·~ ~~5 .~ -.Jcdv~ s:: 
./j § 0.. ¢..t; . ·~ 5 o..s.,<ii s:i 0 .... os=rn'-S 0 ~.s s~ 03 -9. ~·r-1 E~~ ~ 
:.8 cd rn ·- "d ...., :.0 d rn.-"'d-5 ~~ s:::;..., ~~ s:::;..., 
)>.., ~u ~ cd..a :;..., :>.uoL':l..O 
(:Q (:Q ~ --------.. -- ----~·- ------
Fulfilling treaties with- . 
Christian Indians - - -
Chippewas;, Ouoes, and Pottawatomies $2,166 85 $630 00 $16,840 85 $630 00 
Chippewas c1f Swan creel<, &c. - - - - -
Chippewas of Saganaw - - - - - -
Chippewas, Menomonies, Winneba-
goes, and New York Indians - -
Choctaws - - - - 7,590 30 2,180 54 - 15,808 71 
Chickasaws - - - - 963 00 
Creeks - - - - 17,775 78 29,171 33 - 43,019 03 
Cherokees - - - - - - - 1,257 50 
Cad does - - - - - - -
Delawares - - - - 2,337 04 
Florida Indians - - - 25,080 34 - 6,634 00 7,071 00 
Iowas - - - - - 2,632 25 -
K:mzas - - - - 599 16 - 264 69 -
Kickapoos - - - - 240 00 - - -
Kaskaskias and Peorias - - - - ·- -
Kaskaskia~, Peorias, Weas, and Pian- I 
~eshaws - - - - - - - -
Miamies - - - - - - - 160 50 
I - - rn• <t><-.h ...-p. 
,.aClJ<I.l s:: ll) 
al'Es ~{/.l ~....::: en Q) Q) 
'-0 ~~~ 
,.all><!.> OCI~ 
rn Cl.l Cl.l rn 
;.a ..... ._ 'Uil> s::..C: ..... oo ~-
§ -5 -s ...C:s:: 
OOo <!.> 0 . 
aoooo -513~ 
cdQ)"'d s=-u~ 
~-s ~ ...... ~ .... -
b.() s:: - . <!.> 0..Q) u><:..a ClJ<llt-00 s=Q)s hQ)MM 
bJ.l:::: 00 00 "'s:: Q) 




$44,829 72 1,360 28 
3,377 tl3 2,647 17 
- 4,500 00 
- 1,500 00 
38,801 06 32,473 34 
2,725 00 240 50 
511,550 76 65,729 59 
1,812 50 11' 152 76 
10,000 00 
7,488 70 !)01 30 
48,372 01 41,830 38 
32,5SO 35 10,889 65 
6, 1'39 00 1,043 70 
6,240 00 10 00 
3,000 00 
360 00 156 00 
































<!.>'"d • .!.<!.><!.> 
-5§]-5-5 
s:: Q) 0 s= 
Oa:)p.~.,... 
13&5~1l~ 
'"d.-< .... Q) 
s:: _<!.> 0 s:: 
a;s,....~-.JO 
R-JSB~s ' 
~s<E .... "'d 
o ~ oJS 3 ._.) o...~ cd 
§rJJ vs·~ . 
0 ;:o .... g-e--
s'ocdo .... o 





























Q) - t:n '"d"- I ~0~ .......... Q) 0 0 .-. Q) -~ C:-''-' ~.a -;_;j;;:: "' <lJQ)c:l s~ ..... ...... 0 ~~~ ::l '-'·~ '" p_,(l) .g'fr ..=l ~~ ~ >~ '-'C) cr. ~:.= :.0 cdi=: C) 0.. il.l w. 
P-. b.C 
rr,Q) 
~ ~-5 '-' . P.. ..... 0~ c:lc >,0 
~ 0 ·a .oS... ~c.: Na:-nes of appropriations. (/) c:! P.. c:l...c:: '"d'"d ~ i/1 
~.S:: 
s,.g·~ ~ c ..... 0 P-' ::lll) c;!cd v- i5·e ~ 11 _... 00 "U.D ~-= Q) ;:::Jb ~~ ~ "U::l p C...p .~ ~ ron. s ~;8 ::l ~ 0.0~ '-. vl'; ..,o il)lf. 
.Sl.S ~.o §~ ~ ~R~ oro 0 0>:::: ~ Q)Cij >::::C) :e~o oa ds.-.00 cd t.o ~'o ~ s <1~ ..... <tictl "d"'0 s ~ 
lXI CQ <!l .:q E-1 
----~ ----- -- ------
~Iiamies of Eel River - - - $1' 100 00 - $1 '100 00 Menornonies - - - $12,460 00 $16,286 64 . 3::l,650 00 - 61 ,3!}6 64 Ottawas and ChipP.ewas - - 11,985 00 6,971 M · 65,465 00 - 84 ,42'1 54 Omaha:: - - - - 1,560 00 7i5 75 3,910 00 - 6,275 75 0Ltoes and Missourias - - - 2,110 00 !)(~:) 29 5,G10 00 - 8,733 29 Osages - - - 2,3ti0 00 5,320 00 17,04.0 00 - 24,720 00 ~)ttO\'IaS - - - - 8G4 20 - 211,800 00 - 27 ,6ti4 20 Poltawalomies - - - 131,394 G4 20,000 00 88,120 00 - 239,514 61 Potta watomies of Huron - - - - 400 00 - 400 OJ Pottawatomies of the Prairie - - IG,OOO 00 - IG,OOO 00 Pottawatomies of Indiana - - 2,000 00 17,000 00 19,000 00 - -l?ottn.watomies of '\Vabash - - - ~0,000 00 - 20,000 00 Pianke;;haws - - 500 00 800 co - 1,300 00 Pawnees - - - - 2,700 00 6,249 16 1'2,000 00 - 20,9-19 16 :luapaws - - - - 1,063 00 2,580 00 4,G60 00 - 8,:~o3 oo Six Nations, New York - - 1,680 67 - 4,500 00 - G, 180 67 Senecas, New York - - - - 6,000 00 - 6,000 00 ~ionx of Mb:sissippi - - - 1,420 OJ 7,760 00 - 9' l'-'0 00 Yancton and Santee Sioux - - :~fiO 00 1,085 00 4,340 00 5,785 00 -Sacs and Foxes of the Mis~issippi - 80,189 00 42,569 55 41,920 00 - 164,(i78 55 Sacs an<l Foxes of the l\lissouri 4,700 00 - 4, 700 00 Shawnees - - - - 780 00 282 92 7,180 00 
=! 
8,2-12 92 
Sacs, Foxes, and Iowas - - . 713 00 - 3,000 00 3,713 00 
Amount disbursed. 
In fourth quarter of 1837. In first quarter of 1838. 
fi E8 'o .8-~ ,n ' ..... -'"d ~ te:o.SQ) 
C3 o~'"d-;_;j <1> o~ro~ 
b.O bl) >-<Q)'"t:$ :o<V"U c:l ctl ~.oa ~-8 b.O<l>- ...... 
·E ~~-~ 1;:1) M •.-1 >.(l) 01 Q 
§ ~e: . -~ !:c:lil.l-~ g P-.8_. t5 . ..... p 0 c ~~ s ::l 
C) s::l (/)~ s 
·~ ~-~ ~<+=:~ .D -~ o·~ R OJ 
c:l ~:§"g ;_ c:l C/J,;::'"d-:5 "'=' -:;; ~r2 c !>.., >. >.<:..><:..>"',.::;, >. >-.<:Jc.>c:!.D 
CQ lXI lXI lXI 
----- ----- ----- ------
:!\i'1,2i8 05 $13,000 00 $1,516 05 
3,820 79 21,000 00 $99 00 
360 00 - 280 00 
I ,GlO 00 - 860 00 
- 1,869 66 1,562 65 
450 00 2,150 00 4,799 00 
30,9!)6 03 3-!,H~ 28 2:3,233 37 <11,898 20 
'1,9ii!J 00 
7,500 00 ·-
-400 00 - 3ti0 00 3t>O 00 - 180 00 
- l!H 00 
1 ,(126 00 - 330 00 
500 00 105 00 
t!i,fi07 15 G7,057 67 H ,033 50 l,G67 75 










In second quarter of 1838. In third quarter of 1838. 
v5 v5 •"-'O"d • t.;..... or-::: 
i:i iS 0...., Q) ~ ~o~a 
Names of appropriations. Q) 0~]~ 
C) 0~~,:§ too M 
c1 gps ~ ·::; c:l ~8§·5 biJ l:o!J ·=>-.~crt ;;:::: ~ ~U'l c::;-1 .s § ~~;.:::: . ·r;: ~ro~:..:: (/) 
~ 5 ~O..t) ~ f3 o ~ o..-cn E 
~ ~·~ ... s~Jj ..0 g·""'-s~] ~ :.a :~:§"g ~ ~ ~ ·artj 4-o) >-.. :--. ~~~ ~£ co co C.> CJ ~..0 co 
--- ----- ----- ------
Miam.ic-. of Eel River - - - - -
Menomonies - - - $482 50 - -
Ottowa::; and Chippewas - - 10,592 00 - $8,600 00 
Omahas - - - - 1,010 00 - $3,034 26 -
Ottoes and Missourias - - - 760 00 1,081 6~) -
Osages - - - - $1,500 00 -
Otto was - - - - 1,388 25 - 2,712 94 
Pottawatomies - - - - 144 12 - - 2,090 00 Pottawatornies of H1:Uon - - - - -
Pottawatornies of the Prairie - - ' - 1,000 00 -Pottawatomie'5 oflndiana - - I ,498 97 - 9,657 09 -
Pottawatomies of Wabash - - - - -
Piankeshaws - - - - - - 200 00 -Pawnnees - - - - - - 6,202 02 -Qua paws - - - - - - - -
Six Nations, New York - - - 500 00 - -
Senecas, New York - - - - - - -Sioux of Missisippi - - - 435 00 - - -
Yaucton and Santee Sioux - - - - -Sacs ani l<,oxes of the Mississippi - 1,410 00 45G 00 - -
S 'lCS and Foxes of the Missouri - - - - -Shawnees - - - - - - -
Sacs, Foxes, and Iowa..i - - - - - 1,584 00 
·~ ~ ... =-.... ~0.. Vvc:.:> ;;:::: <:; 
~..0..0 c.>C/1 
~EE bt:"-< 
~~~ ~ 0 
.""" 0..0.. c.,...,..q "GQ.)C) ~g wen 
~~~ ]Q.) 
;::l,.c 0 ~-= o ..... ,.c ..c~ 
so~ Cll 0 • C:SMO 
-="2~ Q.)M 
Q.) -5 "d .s -g ;s_ 
~0§ ~ Q)Q)i-o, 
u Q) - • "-' 0.. Q) 
b'oe~~ 
~;.<..0 
~~s b1l Q.) 00 00 
~o£ ~,.a .......... 
----- -------
$1' 100 00 
$19,276 60 32,030 04 
44.111 79 22,657 75 
4,684 26 31 49 
4,311 (i9 2,061 60 
4,932 31 12,990 34 
11,500 19 501 63 
133,190 00 11,127 08 
353 16 
5,969 00 10,031 00 
18,656 06 313 94 
20,000 00 
960 00 340 00 
6,742 02 11,507 14 
7,174 50 
694 00 5,486 67 
6,000 00 
9,391 00 6,369 00 
605 00 4,820 00 
132,232 07 16,686 48 
3,380 00 
5,591 20 1,811 72 










































~"d . ..:. C) ~ 
0~-u..C..-
('j~ ....... ~ 
"2c£~B·S 
--ggs~'d~ 
Q)l""""'4 (!) Q.l 
~ ... - ~ 5 § 
~15Et1s 
;::s ~~ ~"d 





~ Q.) g: .... ~ .... 
~-5roB_5~ 
-------






























No. 35--Continned. ,....., 
"'""" 
~ 6. .~ 15 'o ] 'g 9 +. Amount disbnrsed. 
_. rJ1 -o CIS .'§ § ro Ji ~ r5_ 
S .... ......... ~.... (/) ...:=.D <l) 
0 
o 0 ..g g.~ ~ >-. u ~ -o In fourth quarter of 1837. In first quarter of 1838 . 
.;::-s ~~ ~~ g~ ~~(!, 
0 l!::.,c: O..bJj 0.. ..,o.....c: . . 
s::M cd... cd~=: >-. 0 <l.ltl:l- 2 ,!.-....0'1::1 2 •"-'o-o 
• • ~ <l) ...:= ~ ·a .D a ] § d ~ '<5 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~.; ~ 
Names of appropnatwns. cd :9 <l> rr. S (fl '1:1 <:.> ;:s-~ .,.., bo ~=: v ,g bJJ c <l) ~ 
, -ds::~ -5~ ;;~ ~~ ~-~<l) ~ ~sl5 :J) ~s~·5 
§ ~~ .s ~ -1Ln ] [ g §-~ ~=: ·~ ~~% .9 ·~ ~tg 
~ ... ~ bJJ ~ ... as ... '- s ~:5 ~ g ~ O.t; s ~ g ~ o..c;; s 
<l) (/) <l) <l) >=: 0 bJJ !-- >=: 0 '~ ~ ~ . .D <:.> ·- rr. ... QJ .D <:.> ..... (/) .... QJ 
~ cd .D ~'til ·~ .S ~ ;:l rn - ~ ~ i:i rn <:.> ~ S ~ ...:= rn <:.> - E ~ ..C 
~ ~ 8 ~ ~ ~ ;; 0 0 c ~ ~ ~ ~ :.0 d ~ "@ "'d ..- ~ cj ~ -~ "0 +.1 
C~:SE-!~ CI:S.a ::5-oo _§~ ~o~S ' >. ::....~c:;;,.2 .,.., >.~'U~E 
co P=l ...... ...... "' c:o c:o ~ c:o 
L-J 
~· 
----- ---- - ------ -- ------------------ ----- ------
Shawnees and Senecas - - $360 00 $885 50 $2,210 00 _ $3,485 50 - $549 00 
Senecas - - - - 720 00 2, 731 92 2,6fi0 00 _ 6, Ill 92 
'Veas - - - - _ 3,000 00 _ 3,000 00 $1,500 00 $1,500 00 
vVyandots - - - - 1,160 00 _ 6,840 00 _ 8,000 00 :3,397 90 293 00 
Wyandots, Mnnseef>, and Delawares - 1,000 00 _ 1,000 00 
Winnebagoes - - - - 6,369 00 8,250 81 37,860 00 _ 52,479 81 1,642 14 14,000 00 $1,030 00 $50 00 
Current expenses - - - 30,705 89 16,945 10 _ _ 47,650 99 25,842 23 5,664 22 
Miscellaneous objects - - - 18,250 00 12,880 00 _ _ ::n, 130 00 _ 10,722 42 300 00 964 00 
<:.."" 
~ 
Transportation and incidental ex-
penses - - - - 8,175 18 11 ,O!l9 82 _ _ 19, 27:> 00 802 30 716 12 924 95 398 40 
Relief of the administrators of E. W. 
Duvall - - - - _ _ 342 27 _ 342 27 - _ _ 312 47 
Cherokee delegation - - - _ _ 100,000 00 _ 100,000 00 
Pay of ~uperintendents and Indian 
agents - - - - 500 00 _ 16,500 00 _ 17,000 00 1,500 00 4,500 00 
P'ly of sub-agent~ - - - 812 50 1, 540 15 13,000 00 _ 15,352 65 - 684 13 
Pay of interpreters - - - 723 88 186 00 9,300 00 _ 10,209 R8 - - 500 00 
Clerk to superintendent of Wisconsin _ _ 800 00 _ 800 00 ,_ 
Clerk to superintendent of Western 
Territory - - - - 1,000 00 _ 1,000 CO 
Presents to Indians - - - 4 792 83 356 R8 5 000 00 _ 10,149 71 - 7,136 96 
Provisious to Indians - - - 4' R10 07 629 27 n·: 800 00 _ 17,269 34 
Buildings and repairs - - -
1
772 81 200 00 10,000 00 I - 10,972 81 r. 
No. 35-Co~ltinued. 
Amount disbursed. 
In second quarter of 1838. In third quarter of 1838. 
I 
:1.) rA , '+-< O'"d '<,... O'"d 
i:i lfl0-'<1.) i:i lfl0-'<1.) 
Names of appropriations. <1.) 0 i:l1l ~ Q) 0~]~ bD bD 
o:l ~s2:a ~ bO bD ~..os ~-~ 
.s ..... >,zo' .s -~ ~~$ 'i:lo:!;:::.=: 
~ 5 ~o..E s rfj g ~O..[ii s ...... .E ::l s·'"'~s<+==~ ..0 tl·'"'~s~JJ 00 -~ =-8 (';! ~-~"' .... "'0 (';! en ...... -o ...... 
>.2:l~ §$ ~~:::; >. ...... >. >.c:..>c:..>d..O 
~ ~ ~ ~ 
·---------- -----· ------
Shawnees and Sen~cas - - - - - -
Senecas - - - - -- - -
Weas - - -
.. 
- - -
Wyandots - - - - - - - -
Wyandots, Munsees, and Delawares - - -
Winnebagoes - - - - $18,162 97 $748 26 -
Current expenses - - - 7,092 85 507 00 $7,494 33 -
Mi~cellaneous objects - - - - 900 00 - -
Transportation and incidental ex-
penses - - - - 415 47 944 28 975 66 $2,006 09 
Relief of the administrators of K W. 
Duval - - - - - - - -
Cherokee delegation - - - - - - -
Pay of superintendents and Indian 
agents - - - - 1,500 00 750 00 -
Pay of sub-agents - - - 250 00 818 65 750 00 -
Pay of interpreters - - - 750 00 - 900 00 -
Clerk to superinten1lent, Wisconsin - - - - -
Clerk to superintendent of Western 
Territory - - - - - -
Presents to Indians - - - - 201 00 - 43 70 
Provisions to Indians - - - - - - -
Buildin~rs and repairs - - - - - - -
£(;-~ a:; ...... ~ ..... ~ 
~lL~ ~rn 
~ss b..O'+-o dO 
rO!::;!~ ._.Q -~ 0..0.. 
~Q)ClJ oc; 
rnrn cnM 





sgo <1.) 0 • 
c:l<l.>M ..0"'000 
"'-E"' :;~~ d[l~ ...... :::; <1.) <1.) ...... ~ 
~ ~ t-~00 c:..> 0..<1.) :::;~..0 
g2]mm ~~~ d::l ...... 
~ ~ 
----------
$549 00 $~,516 50 
5,391 92 
3,000 00 
3,690 90 3,442 10 
J ,000 00 
35,633 37 14,066 44 
46,599 73 1,051 26 
12,886 42 u;,243 58 
7,183 27 2,915 35 
342 47 
- 62,000 00 
8,250 00 63 20 
2,502 78 440 78 
2,150 00 5,709 88 
400 0:1 
500 00 
7,381 66 891 35 
- 3,163 30 
- 1,900 00 













<1.) ::l ...... ~ 
c:..>oo<l.> 
:::;~..0 






















]fiS ~'"d f;., 
cu- Q;) <1.> 
0..~~8~ 
~<l.>::lt)o 
~..o~ cu s 
::l S2 ...... 
..... .8o<l.>a:l § p.. ..... ..o.;:; 
Jj <1.> o·r::: • 
0 -~ ~~ 
S-£:~ ...... 2~ 
c:jg.~ 0 0..~ 








l ,051 26 
18,243 58 


















~· I ""g'o -a "t::$0...,!.. .J::P.. (/) ::= ro~5--4 _v ;.;_:; ."§ ::= t<:l <lJQJc::l ~ rn Q) ..c::- Q.. . S'o 
.,_._ 
~---~ (/) '"'~~ ot<:l §"'~ EJ • 0 '"0 ~~- u.~ 
<!:::-5 ~~ I'-< <lJ (/; .... 
c;j.-< 
o..~ Q) <lJ Q.. Q) 
0 ~,J:l o..M >.P- ~ ~-s ::=M c::~ .... c::l.~ ..a2 ,J:l.w '"0 -~Q) c::l s;;; P- ::=~::= Names of appropriations. c::~...cl QJrn '"0<:... ~.g .... .......... ,J:l ...... ~~ e;• .... 
-a~r..: ...... ~ <JJ<lJ :g:o ...>r;<j ~OM Qj ::=· .... Q) - ;z ~~ ~ bJ) ~~vi c;jg_ o'-<'-' ..... t<:l 0 0..0 
QJbO ~- (/) _,._ se:B Q) r::1 ..... - 0 bO::! 0 0 ornQJ C)~ ·;::~OJ) ~ ~§3..; ~rd..a ~- .... Om 
c::~Q)s c::~i,'.; ;c·;:: ~ 0-' c::l c::l 1=-.~ , 
~~Q) ~.5 '"0~0 s§3 o'c) ~ S <.-,::;:0 <""' ~ ..... ~ 
------- ----- ----- -- -----
$6,785 37 $2,326 69 $36,500 00 - $45,612 06 
- - 3,000 00 - 3,000 00 
~ - 2,500 00 - 2,500 00 
- - 20,000 00 - 20,000 00 
- - 1,085 00 - 1,085 00 
- - 1,750 00 - 1,750 00 
- - 9,000 00 - 9,000 00 
- - 12,500 00 - 12,500 00 
-:- - 5,000 00 - 5,000 00 
- .,.. 5,607 00 - 5,607 00 
- - 81,000 00 - 81,000 00 
·- - 208,500 00 - 208,500 00 
- - 258,250 00 - 258,250 00 
- - 184,350 00 - 184,350 00 
- - 12,970 00 - 12,970 00 
- - 5,000 00 - 5,000 00 
- - 7,000 00 - 7,000 00 
- - 445,500 00 - 445,500 00 ag 
~--
Amount di~burseo. 
In fourth quarter of 1837. In first quarter of 1838. 
vi en 
~ 
'"- o-a ~ 
• ~ore 
!:SO-'QJ tflO-'<l.l 
Q) 0~""2 ~ <lJ 0~"2~ bO bJ) 
t<:l Q.>.....>"Cl c::l bJ) Q) --;::; .;:; 
bO ~os ~·5 bJ) ·3 ~~ & 
·~ 
..... >.(f. o< .s 
"Eroe~ rn ::=<'<lQ.I;.::: 
;:; 5 ~o..E s .... 0 O..'"" ...... 0 8 ::= ~~ ~ ..a g·-:s~~ ..a "f) "f) o·'"'~R~.J:: 
~ ~ cd ~·ar-c~ c;j ~·;;;-a ..... 





- $4,442 26 $Gi'9 42 
- - $300 90 
- - 6,523 18 









Names of appropriations. 
No. 35-Continued. 
Amount disbursed. 
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i::l"C . .!. C!) ~ 
0§~.:3-5 
-o -a3oo 
Q) (l) P.,-' ..... 
~~ ~.-.::; ~ 
Q)- QJ -1 • 




~ ...... o..o...,.~ 
s::: P-.-" c; 




0,.;:::; ~;::: s::w 
E-t...,t':l...,:3r 
-----------------1 -(------~------1------~------ 1 ------- I ------1 ·----- -
Contingencies, (Indian Department) -
Subscription to Indian Biography -
Expenses of Indian medals - -
Mission of A. P. Chouteau - -
Running boundary line between Choc-
taws and Chickasaws - -
Provisions to destitute Indians -
Expenses of delegations of Iowas,Sioux, 
and Sacs and Foxes - -
Expenses of delegations of Pawnees, 
Otoes and Missourias, and Omahas 
Expenses of delegations of Choctaws, 
Creeks, and Osages - - -
Value of lands ceded by Miamies -
Carrying into effect treaties with-
Chippewas of Saganaw -
Chippewas of M ississirpi -
Sioux of Mississippi - -
Sacs and Foxes of Mississippi 
Sacs and Foxes of Missouri -
lowas - - - -
Yancton and Santee Sioux -












51 ,414 77 
$1,364 561$10,782 25 
- 300 00 
- 2,024 31 






























































Name~ of appropriations. 
Expenses attending treaty with Six Na-
tions, New York - - -
Carrying into effect trea1y with Onei-
das, of Green Bay - - -
Osages-interest for education -
Delawares-interest for education -
Holding treaty with Creeks - -
Payment to Choctaws for depredations 
by Osages and Camanches - -
Holding treaty with the Wyandots -
Expenses of delegation of Senecas, of 
New York, opposed to treaty -
Expenses of delegation of Senecas, in 
favor of treaty - - -
Expenses of ::mbmitting the treaty to the 
several bands of New York Indians 
Expenses of a party of Sacs and Foxes 
Negotiations with the Miamies -
Expenses of exploring party, do. -
Temporary subsistence of Indians west, 
&c. - - - - -
Holding treaties with the Osages -
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Amount disbursed. 
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Names of appropriations. 
-
---
Expenses attending treaty w .ith Six N a. 
tions, New York - - -
Carrying into effect treaty with Onei-
das, of Green Ba'y - - · 
Osages-interest for education -
Delawares-interest for education -
Holding treaty with Creeks - -
Payment to Choctaws for depredations 
by Osages and Camanches - -
Holding treaty with the Wyandots -
Expenses of delegation of Senecas of 
New York, opposed to treaty . 
Expenses of delegation ef Senecas in 
favor of treaty - - -
Expenses cf submitting the treaty to the 
several bands of New York Indians 
Expt-nses of a party of Sacs and Foxes 
Negotiations with the Miamies -
Expenses of exploring party, do. -
Temporary subsistence of Indians west, 
&c. - - - -
Holding treaties with lhe Osages -
Treaty stipulations - -
No. 35-Continued. 
Amount disbursed. 
In second quarter gfl838. In third quarter of 1838. 
.,.; 




~s2:S o.o ·..;::~en crt ~.r .s 0 t'$ Q)•..-< .s ·g ~~g en 
g ~a~ S- !/; ,_, ,_, 5 p..P..(1. s ::s ::s 
-9 t;·"'-s~~ ~ CJ.s (J'j ~ Q) o -Sc.;::;...o =B (d C/4 ...... roc......., :.0 ~ ~·a--o ~ 
>. >.~!:lo>. >. >,<JJ ...... §£ ,;a ~ c.>(.)cj...O 
~ ~C) c.> ------ ------ ------ -------
I 
- - - -.. - - - $:Z,51G 65 
- - - -
- - - -- - - -
- - - -- - - -
- - - -
- - - 2,137 26 
~ - - - l ,000 00 
- -
- - $334 00 534 00 
- - - -
- - - -- - -- - 500 00 -
~ ~~t- ~fr 
,_,...a ...a ~w 
::sSS bo-
~~~ ~0 ..... p..p.. c:,...,..C: 
'"OCJQJ oo 
WOO me-•? 
§'o''o "''Q) O,..o 
o.S ...d ~ .... ...c.i~ 
~go Q) 0 . 
Q.>M -5--g~ 
~~""0 .5] ~_ ~c:S:: 
I;)J:) Q) ell Q)<l.ls-, 
~ ~ l--oo (.) p.. Q) 0>1...0 
b,Q;:::MM cjCl)s 
b()<JJOOOO c;oc.> 
<...a-- CQ::s .... 
------ ------
- $13 ,500 00 
$2,54G 65 -
- - \ 
- -
- -
- 8:25 00 
- -
- -




































1 ,!)90 00 
150,000 00 
2,000 00 






















Q)• en "0'+-< "d ~B~ 5fr Q) 0 s:l :B. ~~ t':S QJQ)cd rn ..... ~ ·~ 0 ~:g ~ S'+-< ......... ~~ ·C cd p.,<n 00 'd 0 (/, ~<:.l"O 
~rS ~-
;...Cl.> 'iit:: ~:.::: P-o en en C1.> Q) p_,Q) 
0 ~ t':S P..blJ >.§- ~ §--5 M t":S-5 t':S~ 
s:l Q) ...:::: .... s·~ 
..cr-. "0 .. 
f3:,.c:; Q) cd p., p$::p 
Names of appropriations. til..., ,..c::rn "CC<:J ::;s.~·~ 




Q) ::s .... - Q)bJj .§ ~~ ~ ~].; ~ ~~ ~.s ::Sen '/J :B"C § O-' cd t':S p.,S::: ~ .... s cd .... 
~.5 "CC::so 
s § ......... >-1 Q) 
&5~2 <!1"0 <!1,._, ~ 0 Cl:l s 
------ ----- -- ------
Blacksmiths' establishments - - $3,070 00 $8,056 63 - - $11,126 63 
Carrying into effect treaty with Chero-
3,069,384 22 460,464 ~6 3,529,849 08 kees, 1835 - - - - - -
Carrying into effect treaty with Chicka-
41,006 34 $888,249 71 !)29,256 05 saws, 1834 - - - - -
Removal and subsistence - - 390,501 05 53,870 02 - 444,371 07 
Carrying into effect treaty with Choc· 
21,652 27 21,652 27 taws, 18:W - - - - - -
Indian annuities - - - 161,16<1 15 13,362 70 - - 174,526 85 
Treaty with Otoes and Missourias, 1834 - 1,850 00 - - 1,850 00 
Payment for improvements - - - 4,275 75 - - 4,275 75 
Treaty with the Shawnees and Dela 
158 29 158 29 wares - - - - - - -
Running lines - - - - 7,251 41 - . - 7,251 41 
Locating reservations - - - 50 13 100 00 - - 150 13 
Holding treaties with certain Indian 
857 22 857 22 tribes, 1836 - - - - - - -
Holdmg treaty with Chippewas of Sa-
97 13 97 13 ganaw - - • - - - -Rifles for Pottawatomies - - 112 38 - - - 112 38 
Expenses of certain Indian delegations 2,630 00 - - - 2,630 00 Education of Indian youths - - 16,384 68 - - - 16,384 68 
Amount disbursed. 
In fourth quarter of 1837. In fir:;t quarter of 1838. 
(/, ui 
I C,.... 0"0 ~'oE'E ~ ~0+->c:.; c 
Q.) 0~1J~ Q) c~a3~ b.O bD 
t':S ~JJsc:S t':S ~cs ~] bl) b.o 
·§ ·~ p..,;}S cr ~ ·-< >. rn 0' ~ t':S o..>·- "' § ~~:: . 5 P-ots.~ s .... ::: 0 2.S :r.~ ~ ~ ~.S_Ej~~ ..0 en ~ :r..§-.:::-5 ;o ;.a cd ~-a"'d ~ 
~~ s::: >. >. >.c;-s:l>. >. JQu 0 c:s..c: CQ CQ <:.) <:.) ~ ..0 CQ 
----------------- ------
$213,870 (i3 $602 50 $18,8!)3 46 $175 00 
65,731 85 286 25 192,347 13 17,467 96 
87,786 85 438 00 136,5'2-7 25 187 99 
- - - 144 59 
- - 2,200 00 
- - 100 00 
- 1,095 00 
- - - 100 00 







Amount disbursed. .-;:; ..... ~ ..... ~ CJ<l)GJ g-s-s 
In second' quarter of 1838. In third <tnarter of 183tl. ,.C<l)<l) I .~~~ 
"d~c:.> 
0000 
:!1 ·~ 0~ "; ''- 0'"0 o'o<c 0 s:= !f:O-Q) !f:O--'a.> 5...::: 
Names of appropnations. 
<l) 0~]~ 
0) 
Oi:l~c:i I bO bCJ Eo-::= 
~ ~s ~·s <':$ b!JC!J-;:;~ roM~ bO bO s:= ~Q) ~ Q)"' s:= '-§ [;'~;,§' >= ·= "' cr I Q.) -5 '"C ·e ·~ s:= <':$ Q) ' ~ g ~p.~ ~ g ~~:; s :0§~ ::s ::s 
..c g-~~s~] ..c ~·""~s~] Q.) Q.) - • "' J; '-' iS 1- -:L ~ d ~ ·aro ~ ;.o d ~·a .-o :.- bO-.>MM 
>. >,'l.>- Cl ::..., >. >.Q.)- d ...... 
b.!J'l.>OCW 
o:l o:l C) '-' .,;:! ..c o:l o:l'"'c.>d.O c::x::..o--
--- - ------ ------ ------ --- ·-, 
- - - - I -
$:212,972 75 $1,856 40 $8,527 50 $6,2R5 ~0 $4G3,453 44 
32,159 2~ 533,890 35 4,7:20 77 1,367 59 fl47 ,97l 12 
19,050 30 20,517 9:3 370 50 4.8,484 77 313,363 58 
- - - - 144- 59 . - - - - 2,200 00 
- - - - 400 00 
- - - - -
- - . - - 158 29 
- - - - I,mJ:> oo 
- - - - 100 00 
400 00 - - - 400 00 
- - - - -
- - - - -
- - -





1.1J:)o.... §'o .,;:10 
'-..c: 
o~ <!:::..;:1 
~g 0 M s:= Q) Cl 
~--s ~~ ..<::s:= ........ 
0) 0 • 
'g§cri ..S'Ef2 s:= >.~ s~ ..... .... 
Q) QJ s-"" Q) ~ s-""' 




-- -- - --- ------
$8 ,056 63 $3 ,070 00 
1,070,401 67 1,995,953 97 
19,727 41 61,557 52 
52,971 85 78,035 194 
2,662 82 18,844 86 





- 50 13 
457 22 -
- 97 13 
- 112 38 
- 2,630 00 
- 12,919 02 
;::: .-c . .!..1! 
0§'"2--




(!) ...... (I; 
~~~~ 
~..c E ~ ::: s.z I-
o ~oli s:=:U--' 
oOO Q.) c 
S...::::o::: aojo ~ c 














































~ ~~--- .. . -- · -
Q)l 
V:J "'d"-' -d ]Bi: ...c:P.. ;.a 
Q)o 
~ .._.Q) 
-~ ~ d Q)Q)c;j rn Qj ...c:~ p.. 
S""' 
........... s-cO en • "B~~ oe<l 0.."'""' 
' 
00 '0 0~ Q)>., 
.;::.s rn...., 1-cQ) ~l:! cd;.,:: '"C~ Q..cn OOQ) Q) p.. Q) 
0 ~-5 o..M 
p.. ~ §-5 dM ds:: >.,0 
...c:~ ..o>- '"0 Names of appropriations. ~Q) s·~ p.. d d' d ~...c: Q) rn '"dO :::.s· .... 1-c ..... ,..C::+-> s::d Q)"'""' .-o !=:P~ ...... ::: rn <l> ;:g::o ........... §·~ ~ dof2 a; Q) d b.O oo[ ::: >..-o ..... Co:l .-,..c:: • 0 o..::: ~ ..... (/) 
So.~ 
Q) ~ ... - Q)b.o s:: rr, "Q'o oM~ c;j ~] • OWQ) us= 
,) ~d..o s::"'"' ·= s:: Qo om ~ §-~~ ~~s t':l ~ ;.a·;::§ O-' 
P3~2 ~] .-o::::!o s§ ~'O~S P=l <1:1'"0 <1:1>-< 
------ ----·- ··- -----
Carrying into effect the treaty with Ot-
towas and Chippewas, 1836 - - $i2,726 80 - - - $72,726 so Carrying into effect the trea~ wilh 
qhippewas of Swan creek an Black 
24 66 24 66 nver - - - - - - -Removing Choctaws from Mississippi 30,000 00 
$2,370 80 
- - 30,000 00 Carrying into effect Chicago treaty - 41,728 41 - - 44,09!> 21 Transportation and incidental expenses 48,812 17 6,412 96 - 55,225 13 
Civilization of Indians- - - 17,496 57 - $10,000 00 - 27,496 57 Proceeds of 54 sections of land - 3,405 <16 - - 3,405 46 
Treaty with Pawnees, 1834 - - - 6,200 00 - - f1,200 00 
Expenses of commissioners west, &c. - - 38 03 - - 38 03 
Expenses of Pawnees, Otoes, and M.is-
sourias, 1834 - - - - - 131 27 - - 131 27 
Treaty with Shawnees and Seneeas - - 258 74 - - 258 74 
Removing intruders on Creek lands - - 788 42 - - 788 42 
Surveying Sioux and Chippewa lands - 44 29 - - 44 29 Vaccination of Indians - - - 4,G56 60 - - 4,656 60 Treaty with Delawares - - 22,607 39 - - 22,607 39 
I 
Amount disbursed. 
In fourth quarter of 1837. In first quarter of 1838. 
.n 
I ...... O'""C:! .0 I~ O"'"C 
~ !flO-<l.l d !flO ..... v 
Q) 0 +->.-o ..... Q) o~"g~ b.O dQ)~ 0.0 
~ ~s~] d ~s~] b.c> M 
s:: -~ [;>~.S' -~ 
·~ >..w 0' 
~ro~;..:::: "§ ::: p..~=. 5 ~p..~ s 1-c ;::$ 8.S en~§ 0 ..0 ..0 ~·""'-s.I:iJ:l (/) ~ ,n.§~ -5 (/) :.0 ;.a t':l ~·c;;'"C ...... 
>.. ~~ d >.. >.. >.,<1>~::::: >.. 
t:Q £u~oo..O o:l t:Q 0 ~ td ..0 
------ ------ ------ ------
-
- - - $2,000 00 
$9,000 00 - $3,100 00 3,000 00 
- - 1,572 50 115 00 
\ 
I 









In second quarter of 1838. In third quarter of 18:38. 
r.n rJ: 
~ i:S~E~ 1+--~0"'0 ~ <fJC-Q.l 
Names of appropriations. Q,) 0 ;=;]'d Q.) o~""Sc-d bl) bJJ ro gr8~] ~ ~os g] bJJ ~.l) 
Q ·~ ~eg -~ ·~ ~~g '§ § c...P...t) q ~ g ~P...~ 8 ~ u.S VJ ~ Q) 
~ .0 ~·;:.§::~ c..> -6~ ,_ -~ d rr. •l"'"f'"d-= 
~ -c 
>. ~~ Q b., ~~ ~ >. 6;''-' :..> ro.o >. ~c.:<:.>ro..o 
~ ~ o:l 
----- ------
Carrying into eifel't the treaty with Ot-
$3,430 00 towas and Chippewas, 1836 - - - :- -Carrying into effect the treaty with 
qhippewas of Swan crt•ek and Blar.k 
nver - - - - - - - -Removing Choctaws from Mississippi - - - -
Carrying into effect Chicago trear.y - -
Transportation and incidental expenses $~,050 00 2,000 00 $11,050 00 
Civilization of Indians - - - 3,847 50 1,072 50 200 00 $1,872 50 
Proceed<:> of 54 sections of land - - - - -
Treaty with Pawnees, 1834: - - - - - -
Expenses of commissionf'rs west, &c. - - - - -
Expenses of Pawnees, Oto~s, and Mis-
sourias, 1834 - - - - - - - -
Treaty with Shawnee::; and Senecas - - - - -
Removing intruders on Creek lands - - - - -
Surveying Sioux and Chippewa lands - - -
Vaccination of Indians- - - 50 00 - 160 00 617 50 
Treaty with Deln. ware~ - - - - 6,500 00 -
- -
WAR DEPARTMENT, Office of Indian Affairs, December 1, 1838. 
~~-;"h ... ~c.. ~<l.>U 
- C:J 
~s~ ;::;w co:.... 
_o~CJ o::sc 
;.3~~ :,.......~ oa wr:r. ~~ 
~~~ ~.s I s~ o 
.c~ ~o-5 Q) 0 . .... ~0 
.;::]~ dQ.JM 
Q) -5 --c: l:l-o~ 
CjQQ · - Q -
bJJ G.> c;S Q) w <..., <:.> P- Q) Q) Q.) - • s::l:-<.0 .... e;::r-oc 
?:.n.....,MM ~gs b.C Q.l OC: CD 
-:q..o-- pg::~~ 
-------
$5, ,130 00 $17,030 66 
-
- 30,000 00 
H,099 24 
30,200 00 25,02:> 13 
8,680 00 -
-
- 6,200 00 
- 3S 03 
- 131 27 
- 258 74 
- 788 42 
- 44 29 
] ,037 50 3,619 10 
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No. 36. 
Statement showing the condition of the civilizat,ion fund. 
Balance to credit of the fund 1st January, 
1838 - $16,896 57 
Appropriated in 1838 10,000 00 
------ $26,896 ('}, 
Deduct amount of payments to 30th Septem-
ber, 1838 -
Required to complete the payments for the 
year 
Balance 














Cherokees, west _ _ 
Sacs, Foxes, Iowa;;;, and others 
Kickapoos _ _ _ 




Florida Indians _ 
Q.uapaws _ _ 
Otoes and Missourin.s 
Pawnees _ 
Chi~kasaws 
Creeks _ - _ _ 
Chippewas, Ottawas, and Poltawatomies _ 
Ottowas and Chippewas _ 
Osages _ 
Delawares _ _ _ 
Sacs and Foxes, Misson ri _ 
\Vinnebagoes 
'Vinnebagoes 
Septemb::!r ~-1, 181!) 
October Hi, Itl;IG 
SeptembE'r 24, 1827 
October 27, H332 
October 2:3, 182G 
August 11, 182-
May G, IH~R 
July L5, tl'l30 _ 
October 2t, 1832 
October :2tj, 183:3 
September 27, lB3() 
September 27, 1830 
March 2"1, 1832 _ 
Septembet· 18, 1823 
May 13, 1833 _ 
September II, 18:13 
October 8, 1833 _ 
May 24, 1834 _ 
F'ebrnary 11, 1833 
September 26, 1833 
lVbrch 28, 1A36 _ 
June 2.J, 1825 _ 
September 24, HDJ 
October 21, 1837 
September 15, 1832 
November 1,1837 
0FFICF. I NDIAN AFFAIRs, Decernber 1, 1838. 
$1,000 00 
2,000 00 
I ,000 00 





















3,000 00 ,. 
2,800 00 





Protestant Episcopal Church. 
Schools in the nation. 
Choctaw academy. 
Schools in the nation. 
Schools in the nation. 





Scb.o0ls in the nation. 
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No. 10. 
REPOR'l., OF THE COMMISSIONER OF PENSIONS. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Pljnsion Office, November 26, 1838. 
Sr H.: In conformity with your instructions, I have prepared statements 
showing the operations of this office since my last annual report, and esti-
mates of the amounts that will probably be required to meet the expendi-
tures of 1839, connected with that branch of the public service intrusted 
to my chnrge. 
Paper marked A contains a statement showing the number of persons 
now on the pension rolls under Yntious acts of Congress, and the States or 
Territories of the United States in which they reside. 
'rhc number added to the rolls during the year pust will lie found in 
statement marked B. 
Statement marked C exhibits the uun1her of deaths, so far as retnrns 
have been received. 
The addition to the list of widows' pensions nuder the act of the 7th 
of July last, granting five years' pension in certvin cases, will increase tht~ 
expenditure about $1,372,000. To meet payments now due, the sum of 
$245,000 will be immediately required, no appropriation wha.tever having-
yet been made to pay pensious under the act alluded to. ' 
Claims under tho act of July 5, 1832, E:ntitled ':An act to provide for 
liquidating and paying certain claims of the State of Virginia," have heen 
allowed during the year past to the amount of $50,929 39. 
'rhc balance on hand on the 30th of September last, applicable to the 
payment of pensioners, for whom annual appropriations are uccossary, will 
ue found in paper marked D, in which abo will be found an estimated 
Gmotmt of the probable balance on hand for the last quarter of the present 
year, which may be carried to the appropriations for 1839. 
I regret extremely that it is not in my power to lay before you snch a 
statement of the funds sent to peusion agents as the regulation of the 2tst 
of November, 1837, calls for. 'rhe quarterly returns from some of the 
agents are too imperfect to llfford the information sought, and I caunot en-
force a strict observance of any rule except that which requires them to 
account to the 'rreasury Department for money placed in their hand,·. 
They receive no compemmtion for their services, a11d if we discharge them 
for not complying with onr instructions, we shall find it diftlcult to supply 
their places. The payment of pensions by them without salary or com· 
mission is rather a favor conferred on the department than the discharge of 
a duty which they are bound to perform. I tind this an additional reason 
for again calling your attention to the 5ubject of compensation to this im-
portant cla:-:;s of officers. A bill allowing compensation to them in certain 
cases was brou~ht before the House of Representatives during- the bst 
session, but it did not become a law. In relation to this subject I have 
made an extract from my report of November, 1837, to which I \Vonld re-
553 [ 1 J 
spectfully refer you. It will be found in the paper marked E, accompany-
iug this report. rrhe extract also touches the subject of frauds, to which 
I take leave respectfully to invite your attention. 
During the past year, one man found guilty of forging marriage certifi-
cates in support of widows' claims, has been sentenced to confinement in 
a State prison. Another charged with the crime of making false papers 
for the purpose of obtaining money under the pension laws, and indicted 
under the 1st section of the act of the 3d of Murch, 1 ~23, entitled "An act 
for the punishment of frauds committed on the Government of the United 
States," was found guilty, and sentenced to be confined in one of the county 
jails for ninety days, to pay a fine of ten dollars, and to stand committed 
until sentence be perf()rmed. The court in this case were induced to give 
a light sentence from the appearance of the pr~souer. He is miserably de-
formed, and has been so from his birth; is extremely ignorant, and in a 
very low state of health. Another mau, who was arrested on charges of 
forgery and perjury, has died in jail. 
The statement marked F, from th~ office of the Third Auditor, will show 
the balances on hand at each agency when the agents lc1st rendered their 
accounts for settlement. The balances in several cases are considerably 
less than what they appear in this statement, as several agents have made 
payments who have had no remittances made since rendering their accounts. 
I have the honor to he, ,·ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. J. L. EDvV ARDS, 
Conunissionet of Pensions. 
Hon. J. H. PoL'S f<:TT: Secretary of JiVar. 
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A. 
A. statement showing the number of persons now on the rolls of the differ-
ent States and Territor-ies. 
u Q)C... <.:) C) () 
~ ~0 td c:! Q 
Q)00 t>nu Q) Q) ~ 
...C""" >=ltd ..c ~l ..C:,:i ..c:· 
~ ~oo ~M ~gs 
~oc 
iii ........ ·;: <1.1 • '-'00 ....gs Q) ' (ii..c 00 Q)- ~ ....... c "0 00- ~ ~-?.P "0 .-c-
States and Territories. ·~ ;::: ..... QJ 00 -=:c-:' §~- §t-=' ~..c ... '- ..... ~ Q) 
~ "'~ "'0 - "'.:: ~~ ~~ s.. s- ~i'l~ ~~ Q):s 0.. Q) td 
:'S! . 9~ §~ >, 
c~ >::...., c..., 
0'-< 0'-< ,:,<.... 
c; ..... c tti ·~ 0 ..... 0 ·oo o " ' '- §~~ "' > c 0 c >::: c 
.s Q) Q) v p:; p... p... ~ p... 
Maine . . 182 679 19 1,093 137 91 
New Hampshire . 179 532 18 1,162 170 49 
Massachn~etts . 335 958 51 2,367 399 3~t 
Connecticut . 134 453 33 1,561 324 22a 
Rhode Island . 15 97 4 G01 222 21 
Vermont - 168 649 32 1,395 156 3·1 
New York - 994 2,069 188 4,925 427 lOS 
New Jersey . 57 213 14 7S5 110 12 
Pennsylvania - 415 629 55 1,483 86 40 
Delaware - 18 ll 2 7 1 1 
Maryland - 228 104 11 103 9 16 
Virginia - - 236 500 51 J ,516 66 19 
North Carolina 47 159 13 1 '141 20 l 
South Carolina - 30 97 10 470 '!.7 6 
Georgia - - 33 73 5 425 '7 
Alabnma - 36 34 6 31)3 3 
Mississippi - 9 10 - 35 
Louisiana - 47 9 1 20 
Tenne5sec . 172 232 16 1,£553 :n 
Kentucky - 185 359 41 1,5G7 25 11 
Ohio - . 254 617 56 1,4U5 19 1 
Indiana - - 108 93 14 571 6 
Illinois . - 75 20 2 239 6 
.Missouri - ~0 12 3 164 2 
Florida - 17 2 4 12 6 
Arkansas - 5 - 3 28 
Michigan - 67 32 2 88 2 
'Visconsin - 6 1 - - 1 
Dist. of Columbia 68 15 2 46 ll 13 
-------------------- -~-
4,200 8,659 656 25,125 2,263 967 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Pension Office, November 26, 1838. 
J. L. ED1V ARDS, 
Commissioner of Pensions. 
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B. 
A·umber of person.~ added to the rolls of the dijf"erent States and Ter-
Titoties, from October, 1837, to November 12, 1838 . 
.:;1'A'ff:S AND 1'£l{ RJTORIES. 
- ---------1---·- - - - --- - - - ·- --1----




Rhode lsland - -
Vermont - -
~e'v 1rork - . 
New Jersey - _ 
Pennsvlvania. _ 
Delaware . _ 
Maryland . -
Virginia - _ 
North Carolina -
South Carolina -
Georgia - . 
Alabama - -
Mississippi - -
Louisiana _ _ 
Tennessee - -
Kentucky _ . 







vV isconsin - -







































































































J. L. EDWARDS, 
Commissioner of Pensions. 
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c. 
Abstract from the se'l.Jeral pension agents' reports, showing the number 
of pensioners whose deaths ha-ve come to their knowledge since the 
last 1·eport. 
-ow "-' r.-i 0 <ti§ !!:- M c~ !-< ~ ~ al 
>-.aS s::: .~ l-- ..... -......... 
J) 
,...., 
~ .... s:= ~ Q.) ~. 
STATES AND TERIHTORJES. s:= ....... ~ - ::: oE QJ ::1 ::::; ·.::: ~ P-o !-, """' ~~ "0 '- . ......
~e ~ 
occ '- 0 ~ 0 
~cc 
0,) 0 > '-''""' '-' "Z 
I ----~---
Q 
--~-- ~ ~ ..... - --- --------
Maine- - - 39 3 1 35 i 
New Hampshire - 17 1 2 72 4 
Massachusetts- - 36 2 3 150 :~' 
Connecticut . 16 2 9 102 33 
Hhode Island - - 9 - - 35 14 
Vermont - - 15 3 1 G2 5 
:New York - - 50 7 9 102 19 
~ew Jersey . 2 - 3 31 5 
Pennsylvania - - 9 l 2 16 3 
Delaware - - - - - 1 
Maryland - - 2 2 2 G 
Virginia - - 21 1 5 86 8 
North Carolina - 10 - - f>7 1 
South Carolina - - - 2 2tl 1 
Georgia - - 3 - - 18 
Alabama - - - - - 1 
Mississippi - - - - - 1 
Louisiana - - - 3 - -
'I'ennessee - - 4 1 - 05 1 
Kentucky - - 18 3 4 49 2 
Ohio - - - 13 3 - 30 l 
Indiana - - - 1 1 4 
Illinois - - 1 - 1 5 1 
Missouri - - 2 - - 8 
Arkansas - - - - - -
1\Iichigan - - - - 1 1 
Florida Territory - - - - -
'Visconsin Territory - - - - -
District of Columbia - - i - 2 
---------------- -----
Total - - 267 34 46 973 14L 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Pension O.ifice, f{ovembtr 26, 1838. 
J. L. ED'V AROS, 
Commissioner of Pensin.11s. 
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D. 
A statement showing the une:tpended balances on hand for paying pen-
sioners on the 30th September, 1838, and the amount which will probably 
be expended in the quarter ending on the 31st Decembe1·, 1838, and also 
the JJrobable undrawn balances at the last mentioned period, which nuty 
be applied to t!te payment. of pensioners in the year 1839. 
Amount on hand Probable expen- Amount applica. 
H~ads of appropriation . 30th Scptem- ditnre in quar- ble to the ser-
ber, 1838. ter ending De- vice of IR39. 
cember31,1838. 
For paying invalid pension-
ers - - -
Revolutionary pensioners, 
$63,4.64 37 $23,000 00 $4.0,464 37 
underactofMarch 18,1818 453,04.0 03 153,000 00 300,040 03 
W'idows' pensions, under act 
of July 4, 1836 - - tl83,835 48 !::i3,000 00 400,835 4 8 
"\VAR DEPARTMENT, 
Pension Office, f\lovember 26, 1838. 
E. 
J.L.EDWARDS, 
Commission~r of Pensions. 
E:ctraet .from the 1·eport of the Commissioner of Pensions of November 
11, 1837. 
':The benevolent intentions of Congress> in providing for the war-worn 
veterans of the revolution, and the invalids of the late war, as well as of the 
present military establishment, are too often frustrated by unprincipled 
men, who undertake, in the character of agents, to obtain pensions for 
them. Most of the claimants are poor and unsuspecting, and easily duped. 
Instances of great extortion have frequently come under my observation; 
but the recent conduct of one of those agents is such as to call for some 
corrective. Such impositions cannot be ... checked unless there are laws to 
punish the offenders. Executive regulations are not sufficient to put an 
end to such practices. In the instance alluded to, the agent not only kept 
the pensioners' certificates, concealing from them the amount to which they 
were entitled by law, but withheld from them half their stipends, until facts 
were disclosed which .. discovered to the pensioners the imposition, and led 
them, through the aid of their friends, to obtain what was justly due to 
them. I have before had occasion, in my annual report, to notice the rep-
rehensible conduct of agents ; and I cannot pass over the cases to which I 
allude without repeating my earnest wish that Congress may pass n law for 
the punishment of persons who may be found guilty of defrauding the pen-
sioners. And here I conceive it to be my duty to notice instances of mal-
practice in magistrates, and clerks of courts, in making false papers. 
~--~ - -- - -
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Neither the act of :March 3, 1823, "for the punishment of frauds commitwd 
on the Government of the United States," nor the law of the 3d of March, 
1825, "to provide more effectually for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States, and for other purposes," reaches the cases to 
which I refer. Those laws provide for the punishment of persons, where 
the object clearly appears to have been to defraud the United States. ln 
the cases to which I allude, the persons, though evidently guilty of making 
false papers, come within the reach of no statute of the United States; yet 
it is very clear that, if such practices are suffered to continue, great frauds 
may be committed, and the mean1S of detection will be wholly out of our 
power. The parties took evidence in one county at the residence of a person 
who claimed a pension, and obtained the certificate of the clerk of a court 
in another county that the evidence was taken before that court, when, in 
truth, the claimant had not only not been before the court, but not even in 
the county where it was held; and to this false certificate one of the jns· 
tices of the court was privy. The tendency of making such false certJfi. 
cates is not only to deceive, bnt nltimately to defraud, the claimant as well 
as the department. 
"In other cases, I have also discovered very shameful conduct iu the 
magistrate, in certifying that, on a particular day, a pensioner appeared 
before him and took the oath of identity, and acknowledged a power of 
attorney, when: in fact, the magistrate had not seen the pensioner at the 
time or place mentioned. When I charged a magistrate, not long since, 
with giving such certificates, he excnstd himself on the ground that other 
magistrates had pursued such a course. If magistrates can, with impunity, 
give such false certificates, it will be impossible for this department or its 
Hgents to detect the grossest impositions. Pensions may continue to be 
paid for years after the pensioners are dead. I have lately discovered one 
case in which the magistrate certified that the pensioner came before him 
and took the oath of identity, and that he was satisfied that he was the same 
person to whom the pension certificate was issued, when, in fact, the pen-
sioner had been dead three years previous to the date of the magistrate's 
certificate. No doubt this arose from the reprehensible practice of the 
· magistrate in giving certificates before the form was filled up, and without 
seeing the pensioner. 
"The act of 20th April, 1836, prescribing the mode of paying pensions, 
directs that no compensation or allowance shall be made to persons or cor-
porations for making such payments, without authority of law; and there 
is no law authorizing any salary: commission, or other compensation what-
ever to any pension agent. This provision of the law has operated unfa-
vorably to the payment of pensioners in several instances. Some of the 
banks will act as pension agents without deriving any other benefit than 
the deposite of the pension funds; but there are other banks that will not 
transact the business upon such terms; and, in such cases, it is necesssary 
to appoint private individuals, who are unconnected with banks, to pay 
pensioners. 'rhe latter were, when first appointed, allowed a small com-
mission, and, since the act of April, 1836, passed, they have continued to 
discharge the duties of the office without any compensation whatever, in 
the hope that Congress will pass a law allowing pay for such service. If 
no such act should pass at the ensuing session: we shall be compelled to 
discontinue a number of agencies, to the great inconvenience and injury of 
several thousand pensioners." 
F. 
A statunent showing the balances in the ha1lds of the se-veral pension agents at the dates oj their last settlement on ac-
count of invalid, widows\ and ,·evolutionary ]Jensicus, and the periods to which they have rendered their accounts. 
I 
Act of 7th Act of 15th Act of 4th Re Accounts Invalid Revo1u'ry_ 
AGE~'I'S. rendered pensions. Act of June, May, 18:28. July, 1836. 
to. 1818. 1832. 
------- ----'----- ------
1838. 
Agen President of the branch of the Bank of •.he Stale of Alabama, Mobile Sept. 30 ri-5,568 60 $120 00 -
George S. Gaines, Mobile, Alabama - - - - Sept. 30 $42·1 28 $1,514 09 - - Agen 
President of the branch of the Bank of the State of Alabama, Decatur June 30 34 87* 433 62 425 09* 20 00 
William E. Woodruff, Little Rock, Arkansas - - - Sept. 30 1,370 82 1 ,·101 12 10[) 00 Agen 
Samuel L. Pitkin, Hartford, Connecticut - - - - June 30 7,122 47 27,57~ !)!) 34,402 36 4,461 55 $0,554 64 Offici 
President of the Bank of the Metropolis, Washington, Dist. of Col. Sept. 30 5,307 70 761 56 1,749 !)3 Agen 
John P. Van Ness, Washington, District of Columbia - - Sept. 30 528 89 2,508 07 - - - Agen 
President Jf the branch of the Farmers' Bank of Delaware, New 
Castle - - - - - • _ _ Sept. 30 2,357 0!) 3,705 31 4,097 12 8::19 74 1,218 75 Agen 
Jesse H. Willis, Tallahassee, Florida - - - No acc'ts 303 00 96 00 51!) 00 384 00 126 00 
Arthur M. Reed, St. Augustine, Florida - - - No acc'ts 800 00 100 00 100 00 100 ou 100 00 
Cashier of the Planters' Bank, Savannah, Georgia- - - Sept. 30 1,384 15 463 5<1 3:22 86 Agen 
James Marshall, Savannlth, Georgia - - - - Sept. 30 1,722 30 2,295 G9 - - Agen 
Daniel Hay, Carmi, lllinois, - - - - Sept. 30 607 48* 133 (i7 1,525 66 114, 14 34 00* Agen 
J. F. D. Lanier, Madison, Indiana - - - - Sept. 30 3,402 22 3,412 27 9,424 28 8b4 0() :321 00 Agen 
John Tilford, Lexington, KF-ntucky - - - - Sept. 30 3,279 81 14,998 29 4,117 89 2,235 0~ l5,541 57 Agen 
William G. Hewes, New Orleans, Louh;iana - - Sept. 30 6,075 4H 2,738 28 fi,708 09 1,000 00 
President of the Maine Bank, Portland, Maine - - - June 30 2!:1,645 50 1,311 53 :Z,398 ·14 
Albert Newhall, Portland, Maine - - - - - June 30 5,936 75 21,42() 08 
President of the Union_ Bank of Maryland, Baltimore, Maryland - Sept. 30 - 7,190 62 2l9 !)6 - Agen 
Hugh W. Evan,:, Baltimore, Maryland - - - - Sept. 30 4,90i 15 4,512 fJl - Agen 
William C. Anderson, St. Louis, Missouri - - - - Sept. 30 1,882 65 599 47 28!) G2• 9-l- 00 1,380 00 Agen 
James C. Wilkins, Natchez, Mississippi - - - - Sept. 30 2,025 86 1,267 12 !), 136 15 
E. P. Hastings, Detroit, Michigan - - - - - Sept. 30 1,170 36 607 00 2,865 25 G 00 2,020 00* Agen 
Franklin Haven, Boston, Massachusetts - - - - June 30 20, Hi4 53 22,333 48 26,269 63 6,89rl 00 J4,544 96 
President ofthe Commercial Bank, Portsmouth, New Hampshire Sept. 30 644 tii* 1 '0* 1,438 95 Ageu 
Isaac Waldron, Portsmouth, New Hampshire - - - Sept. 30 36 06 1,294 86 _ I _ Agcn 
Isaac Hill, Concord, New Hampshire ' - - - - Sept. 30 2,180 84* 938 83* :21 , R62 !"l6 2, ~~Sti !.lS 9,~4 !H,• Agen 








Accounts Invalid Revolu'ry. 




President of the Mechanics' Bank, New York city - - - June 30 $5,620 21 $7,159 92 
Pre~dt·nt of the MPchanicsand Farmers' Bank, Albany, New York June 30 :10,478 34 79,063 67 
President of the Trenton Banking Company, Trenton, New Jersey June 30 3,929 4£ 17,146 04 
John Huske, Fayette, North Carolina - - - - Sept. 30 ll ,909 ~9 3,525 89 
President of the Franklin Bank, Cincinnati, Ohio - - - Sept. 30 
James S. Armstrong, Cincinnati, Ohio - - - - Sept. 30 4,4,15 48 14,110 88 
President of the Merchants and Manufaclurus' Bank, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania - - - - - - - June 30 
Michael Tiernan, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania - - - June 30 5,555 62 9,672 26 
Joseph Solms, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania - - - - Sept. 30 10,359 81 6,338 98 
Stephen Waterman, Providence, Rhode Island - - - Sept. 30 339 92 2,911 19 
Archibald Spears, Charleston, South Carolina - - - Sept. 30 1,678 15 3,864 55 
President of the Union Bank of Tennessee, Nashville, Tennessee Sept. 30 
John M. Bas~, Nashville, Tennessee - - - - Sept. 30 1, lAo 24 1,553 85 
Cashier of the branch of the Union Bank of Tennessee, Jackson, 
Tennessee - - - - - - - - Sept. 30 102 09* 772 00 
Robert King, Knoxv.ille, Tennessee - - - - June 30 2,687 26 4,964 02 
"\Villiam K. Blair, Jonesboro', Tennessf'e - - - - Sept. 30 1,511 54 
Thomas Martin, Pulaski, Tennessee - - - Sept. 30 148 00 320 00 
President of the Bank of Burlington, Bnrlington, Vermont - June 30 
Ebenezer T. Engiesby, Burlington, Vermont - - - June 30 4,702 03 12,914 80 
Nathaniel Fullerton, Bellows Falls, Vermont - - - Sept. 30 1,956 22 1,852 53 
President of the Bank of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia - - Jtme 30 
Anthony Robinson, Richmond, Virginia - - - June 30 15,386 20 33,524 14 
Archibald ·wood::;, Wheeling, Virginia - - - : Sept. 30 4G:> 23 884,0:2 
1837. 
George V\T. Jones, Sinsinawa, Wisconsin Territory - - Sept. 30 2,471 00 400 00 
* Balanees in favor of the agent!:1. 
'"rRF.ASURY DEPARTMEN'l', Third Auditor's qfjice, November 18, 1838. 
11 -
Act of 7th Act of 15th Act of 4th L-J 
June, May, July, Remarks. 
1832. 1.838. 18::H.i. 
---- ---- ----- --- ---
11,716 30 $3,841 18 10,573 57 
P,8,847 10 9 054 12 7,478 13 Official balances. 
10,000 00 1
1
6GG 43 40,000 00 Official balaBces 
8,156 69 
1
5~8 57 9,910 G5 Agent's bal:mces. 
6,720 09 4,251 70 3,272 50 Agent's balances. 
Agent's balances 
16,678 114 1,504 75 2,802 10 
18,746 25 2,514 IH 8,034 99 Agent'~ balances. 
5,110 58 :..:,027 69 Agent's balances. 
1' 159 49* 680 00 6,018 52 Agent's balances 
8,991 :39 1,025 48 1,402 14* 
2,731 33 - - Agent's balances. 
11,089 H7 75 76 Official balanc"!S 
2,7~3 87 520 00 465 00 Official balances 
;)88 45 83 33 Agent's balances 
20,7<31 25 1,478 33 12,050 86 
7,001 32 40 00* 1,913 93 Agent';:, balances 
41 '191 74 4,116 17 4,387 63 
4,294 15* 242 00 G,0~1 31 Agent's balances 
I 
PETER HAGNER: Auditor. 
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No. 11. 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOUNTY LAND OFFICE, 
For the year ending the 30th September, 1838. 
Return of claims which have bee'n deposited in the Bounty La1zd Office in 
the year ending the 30th September, 1888, for services undered in the 
revolutionary war. 
Number of claims received from the .lst October, 1837, to the 
30th September, 1838, inclusive 
Claims on which land warrants have been granted 
Claims found to have been previously satisfied -
Claims found not entitled to bounty lands 
Claims, names not returned on the records 
Claims on which further evidence was required -









Abstract of t!te 11umber of land warrants issued in the year ending the 30llt 
September, 1838. 
1 colonel 
1 lieutenant colonel 
8 captains, 300 aeres each -
12 lieutenants, 200 " " 
1 ensign -
1 assistant apothecary 










Total 50 warrants Total acres 8,850 
Warrants signed by Generals Knox and Dearborn, on file unclaimed 47 
.Return of claims u;ltich have been deposited in the Bounty Land Office 
in the year ending the 30th September, 1838, jm· services rende1·ed in 
the late 'War wit!t Great Britain. 
Number of claims received from the 1st October, 1837, to the 30th 
September, 1838, inclusive 
Claims on which land warrants have been granted 
Claims found to have been previously satisfied -
Claims found not entitled to bounty lands 
Claims on which further evidence was required -
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Abstract of the number of land 'Warrants issued in the year ending the 
30th September, 1838. 
Warrants issued under the acts of Congress of December 24, 
1811, and January 11, 1812 - - - - ~ 
Warrants issued under the act of Congress of the lOth Decem-
ber, 1814 - - - -
Total warrants 
Whereof, of the first description, 104 granted of 160 ac.res each -








DEPARTMENT OF W AR1 
Bounty Land Office, Novembm· 22, 1838. 
The foregoing is respectfully reported to the honorable Secretary of War, 
as the proceedings of this office for the year ending the 30th September, 
1838. 
WM. GORDON, First Clerk. 
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No. 12. 
REPORT OF THE 'rHIRD AUDITOR. 
TREASURY DKPARTMENT. 
Th.ircl Auditor's Qffice, June 22, '1838. 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
2tst instant, requesting to be fnrnished with a report as to the additional 
duties which have to be performed in consequence of the act of the 6th 
April, 18:)8, directing the transfer of money remaining unclaimed by certain 
pensioners, and anthorizing the payment of the same at the Treasury of the 
United States. 
The act directs that all mouey which has been, or may hereafter be, trans-
mitted to the agents for paying pensions, which may have remained, or mny 
hereafter remain, in the hands of said agents unclaimed by any pensioner 
or pensioners for the term of eight months after the same may have or may 
become due and payable, shall be transferred to the Treasury of the United 
States; and thnt all pensions unclaimed as aforesaid shall be thereafter 
payable only at the Treasury of the United States, and out of any money 
uot otherwise appropriated. 
Independent of numerous cases rc·tnrned from tl\is office and the Pension 
Office, because of informality in the vouchers, aBi::l of others which have 
had to be suspended for want of snch certified lists of unpaid pensions as 
by the Second Comptroller's circular on the subject of the 12th April last 
are required to be furnished by pension agents, there appear to have been, 
chuing the brief interval since the promulgation of the law, (and mos Jy 
since the 1st instant,) no less than 367 claims presented at this office for 
payment nnder it. The increase of business thns occasioned has been so 
great as to reqnire the services not only of all the clerks usually employed 
in the examination and settlement of the accounts of pension · agents, but 
one has had to be taken from another branch. 'l'he very volummous ac-
counts of those agents, which are considerably in arrear and are fast nc-
cnmnlating, have consequently had to be left nnacted npon. 
To enable vou to form some idea of the extent of the labor these cla·m, 
produce, a short description of it will here be ,)fferecl. Each has to under-
go an examination, and to be tP.sted by the list of the agent from whom the~ 
pension it relates to had previously been received; ll.n account has then to 
be stated, and a report concerning it to be made to the Second Comptrol!P.r 
for his revision and decision. After passing his office, the papers are re-
turned to this, and the report has then to be sent to tbe War Department, 
that a requisition in favor of the claimant or, his attorney may be issue 1 : 
when issued, the requisition has to be carried to the Second Comptroller, 
and to be countersigned by him; it has then to be re~istered in this nfiice. 
and if delivered to the claimant or his attorney, a receipt for it taken on thE' 
account. A letter explanatory of the settlement has to be written to tiH· 
claimant or his attorney, and to be recorded. The account has to be cn-
Jered on the journal, and, with the vouchers, to be tiled away for preservn-
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tion. An abstract of the claim has to be registered in a book kept for th~ 
purpose, and the report has to be recorded and filed. Instead of having to 
pursue this course in every separate case, the stating of a single account, 
ahd the making of one report, serve, as regards pensions paid through a 
pension agent, for all that he paid during a period of six months, no matter 
how great their number. Entries on the books, too, with respect to them, 
have to be made only as to the aggregates, and but one letter has to be writ-
ten. The chieflabor consists in an investigation in detail, to see that the 
several vouchers are in due form, and that the proper sums have been paid 
and charged by the agent. 
Of any diminution in the business of adjusting c1aim:s of this character, 
by the accounting officers, if to be paid at the 'rreasury, agreeably to the 
law, I see no prospect, but am apprehensive of an increase in it. 'rhe ap. 
plications as to cases suspend~d, and as to those in which the papers have 
been returned for correction, will, doubtless, be renewed ; and the cases in 
which pensions appear, by the lists already furnished by the agents, to have 
remained unclaimed for eight months after the same were payable, amoun~ 
to many thousands. The ~xamination and settlement of such claims, in 
order to the payment thereof agreeably to the law, will, it is feared, besides 
adding materially to the duties of myself and the recording clerks an:l 
book-keepers in this offic~, require an 1application of the whol.e force allotted 
in it to the accounts of pension agents, and either cause an utter neglect of 
those accounts, multifarious and important as they are, or render the ap--
pointment of additional clerks indispensable. 
With great respect, your most obedient servant, 
The Hon. JoEL R. PoiNSETT, 
Secretm·y of W ar. 
PETER HAG ~ER1 Auditor 
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~0. 13. 
REPOR'r OF 'rHE COJBIISSARY GE~ERAL OF SUBSISTENCE. 
OFFICE oF THE Col\L GEN. O.l" SuBSTSTE!\'cE, 
Washington, December 7, 1838. 
SIR: In compliance with the regnlation of 21st November, 1837, and 
your instructions of 25th September ultimo, I have the honor to submit 
(in duplicate) statements A and B; the latter exhibiting "the amount re-
maining in the hands of each disbursing agent of the Subsistence Depart-
ment; and unaccounted fl)r on 1st October, 1837, the amount remitted to each 
from the Treasury, and turned over to him by other agent or agent~, and 
which came into possession of each from sales of pnblic property, or from 
other sources, dLui11g the last quarter of 1837, and each of the f...rst three quar-
ters of 1838, the accounted for and unaccounted for by each in euch oftn_ese 
qnarters by accounts and vouchers of expenditures, or by e.vidence of tram;-
fers to 0ther ngeuts, or of replacernent in the 'rreasury, and the balance 
nnacconnted for at the expiration of each quarter;" the former showing the 
sum applicable to expenditure in the Commissariat of the United States, 
during thA year ending 30th September, i83R, from every sonrce, amount-
ing aggregately to $2,893:268 33 
And the amount expended 2,159,336 38 
Leaving the unexpended balance, applicable to flltnre ex-
penditure, of -
Of this sum, there remained in the hands of the disbursing 
agents at the expiration of the year 
'"ro the credit of the appropriation for subsistence proper -
~To the credit of the nppropriation for subsisting militia, 
volunteers, and frienJly Indians 






Of 191 officers disbursing during the period a.bOi.re eml.>ntced, the accounts 
·of 23 were not received at the completion· of the statements; but it is pre-
sumed that many of them wiU reach the department previous to the expi-
ration of the present year. 
There has not been any materiill change in the operations of the depart-
ment between the past aud present years; the troops have been invariably 
and promptly supplied with provisions of the best quality at every point, 
.and the whole has been conducted with the utmost harmony and good 
feeling. 
Very respectfully: your most obedient servant, 
GEO. GIBSON, 
I-I.::m. J. R. POINSETT, 
Commissary General of Subsistence. 






SUBSISTENCE DE P .A. It 'f l\1 EN 'f, 
1837-38. 
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B. 
Statement e.dtibiting the amount ronain·ing in the ha11ds of each dis 
the lst of October, 1837; the amo1wt remitted to each from, the TTect 
into the possession of each from sules nj ]Jublic property, or ftom other 
ters of 1838; the amounts accounted for and unaccounted for by each, 
evidences of transfers to other agents, or of replacements in the Treasu 
:Names of agents. 
Lieut. Robert H. Archer, A. C. S. 
Lieut. T. B. Arden, do 
Lieut. A. G. Blanchard, do 
Lieut. P. N. Barbour, do 
Lieut. E. B. Babbit, do 
Lieut. J. H. Bates, do 
Lieut. W . H. Betts, do 
Lieut. E. B. Birdsall, do 
Lieut. E. D. Bullock, do 
Lieut. J. H. Burgwin, do 
Lieut. M. J. Burke, do 
Lieut. Martin Burke, do 
Captain J. R. Butler, acting do 
Lieut. Thos. S. Bryant, do 
Lieut. R. E. Clary, do 
Lieut. L. F. Carter, do 
Lieut. ,V. \N. Chapman, do 
Lieut. John C. Casey, do 
Lieut. Silas Casey, do 
Lieut. J. M. Clendenin, do 
Capt. Thos. Childs, acting do 
Lieut. C. 0. Collins, do 
Citizen A. Cox, acting do 
Lieut. E. B. Daniel::-, do 
Lieut. J. L. Donnaldson, clo 
Captain W. Dulaney, do 
Captain James Duncan, do 
Captain S. H. Dunn, clu 
Captain A. B. Eaton, do 
Captain G. P. Field, clo 
Captain L. Ford, acting do 
Captain ,V. M. F'ulton, do 
Lieut. J. R. B. Gardenier, do 
Major John Garland,actingdo 
Lieut. John B. Grayson, do 
Brevet Captain Tim Green, do 
Lieut. W. Gilpin, do 
Captain E. Barding, do 
Lieut. S. P. Heintzleman, do 
Lieut. W. Hoffman, do 
Lieut. C. Hoskins, do 
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B. 
bursing agent of the Subsistence Department and unacco,unted for on 
sury and turned over to him by other ag6nt or agents, and 'Which cwne 
sources, du1'ir;.g the last quarter of 1 S37, and each of th£; first three qlfar-
in each of those quarters, by accmmts and vouchers of expenditures or by 
ry ). and the balance unaccounted for at the expiration of each quarter. 
QUARTER, 1837. 
ffl' -'c:d ,_; C:Cl.J 
Cl.J ..... , <S ~E-i "d !-;Cl.J ,_; Q) 





~ 0 Remarks. -;:; tJ 
d 
~] ::l >::; .g 0 ::l oc.. 0 . 
~ ~ . 0 Q) "d c:d 0 c: ~~ t' Cd c: ~ c:d ..... c ::l 0 Cd >< ::l c:d ffl 
~ E-t E-t 1=0 
$2 8~ $2 83 Closed. 
59 77 59 77 Closed. 
503 81 50:3 81 $1 ;407 87 Disbursing. 
2~8 77 298 77 208 28 Disbursing. 
3 90 $19 80 23 70 46 87 Disbursing. 
ll9 26 Disbursing. 
351 7G 351 76 76 29 Disbursing. 
469 77 4.69 77 1, Hi9 40 Disbursing. 
4,913 82 4,913 82 1,296 22 Disbursing. 
- 357 18 3j7 18 - Closed. 
1 '2!)9 (i8 1,299 68 105 47 Disbursing. 
13 RO 13 80 301 81 Disbursing. 
1,0GG 41 1,066 41 96 28 Disbursing. 
1-l 75 14 75 78 30 Disbursing. 
1.13 52 413 52 4,526 01 Disbursing. 
585 77 Dead ; secured. 
13 50 - 13 50 17 29 Disbursing. 
9,513 16 910 00 10,423 16 8,687 95 Disbursing. 
2~538 58 2,538 58 31 56 Disbursing. 
73fi 66 736 66 488 95 Disbursing. 
:153 12 253 12 1 59 Disbursing. 
147 f::l1 52 91 200 n 2 00 Due on settlement ; errors in cakulation. 
736 16 736 16 2 00 Due on settlement; errors in calculation . 
8 40 49 13 57 53 - Closed. 
72 00 No account receiveLl. 
750 00 Disbursing; no account received. 
35 47 35 47 625 04 Disbursing. 
4,4!l0 02 4,490 02 3,193 24 Disbursing. 
75 56 75 56 2,460 20 Disbursing. 
:-.?6 02 51 11 77 13 - Closed. 
100 00 No account received. 
1,583 43 1,580 43 219 57 Disbursing. 
112 85 112 85 88 51 Disbursing. 
58 50 58 50 3,101 50 Disbursing. 
215,603 56 - 215,603 56 4,404 23 Disbursing. 45,631 ()6 45,634 66 12,174 00 Disbursing. 
70 45 No aceount received. 
5,246 45 5,246 45 639 30 Balance on hand; suspended vouchers. 
2,382 28 2,382 28 1,638 74 Disbursing. 
1 ?86 ~7~l~,G33 !1 65 82 Balance due on settlement. 13,246 81 3,6!)1 42 Disbursing. 
914 00 Out of service ; charg'da com.; disallowed. 
[ 1 ] 
Names of agents. 
Lieutenant M. S. Howe, A. C. S. 
Lieutenant F. E. Hunt, do 
Major T. F. Hunt, do 
Captain G. C. Rutten, do 
Lieutenant A. E. Jones, do 
Lieutenant L. T. Jamison, do 
Lieutenant J. E. Johnson, do 
Lieutenant E. Kibby, do 
Lieutenant W. S. Ketchum, do 
LieutenantJ.W. Kingsbury, do 
Lieutenant E. M. Lacy, do 
Lieutenant C. H. Larned, do 
Major W. W. Lear, do 
Lieutenant R. B. Lawton, do 
Major R. B. Lee, do 
Lieutenant John L'Eagle, do 
Lieutenant G. F. Lindsay, do 
Lieutenant E. R. Long, do 
Lieutenant R. A. Luther, do 
Lieutenant N. C. Macrae, do 
Lieutenant J. McClure, do 
Major .lEneas Mackay, do 
Lieutenant J. W. McCrabb, do 
Lieut. W. D. McKissack, do 
Captain B. Macombe, do 
Major J. T. Mcintosh, do 
Lieutenant H. McKavett, do 
Lieutenant W. Maynadier, do 
Lieutenant Z. P. Maury, do 
Sutler P. Miliken, do 
Lieutenant E. W. Morgan, do 
Captain A. Mordecai, do 
Captain D. B. Moore, do 
Captain C. S. Merchant, do 
Lieutenant A. Montgomery, do 
Mr. Jos. E. Noyes, acting do 
Lieut. Lucius O'Brien,act'g do 
Captain John Page, acting do 
Lieut. H. C. Pratt, acting do 
Lieut. M. R. Patrick, acting do 
Lieutenant H. Prince, do 
Lieutenant J. W. Penrose, do 
Lieutenant B. Poole do 
Capt.Geo. D. Ramsay, act'g do 
Lieutenant J. V. D. Reeve, do 
Captain J. W. Ripley, act'g do 
Lieutenant B. S. Roberts, do 
Lieutenant R. H. Ross, do 
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$6 60 8668 18 $67418 Closed. 
1,329 42 1,329 42 $158 68 Disbursing. 
9,702 47 9,702 42 2,985 99 Disbursing. 
:l50 00 350 00 Closed. 
180 35 180 35 Closed. 
GO 44 50 44 2,051 58 Disbursing. 
:100 00 300 00 Closed. 
2.JG 58 256 58 3,141 33 Disbursing. 
GlS 03 648 03 1,489 06 Di~bursing. 
1 ,G!Il :.JG 100 00 1, 791 36 17,064 69 Disbursing. 
3,:.31 00 3,348 09 2 944 72 Disbursing. 1
100 00 Account not received. 
G!n 'i!l 692 79 215 92 Disbursing. 
13 48 13 48 Closed. 
300 00 300 00 Closed. 
50 ,5~5 -10 50,575 40 485 98 Disbursing. 
1 01 Due on settlement. 
~(i0 57 960 57 Closed. 
2,71R bO 4,102 00 6,ESO 80 Closed. 
1,7!.17 58 1,797 58 2,287 06 Disbursing. 
t06 09 Disbursing. 
13,010 57 13,04057 3,950 43 Disbursing-. 
2,236 45 2,236 45 358 80 Disbursing. 
2,864 73 2 864 73 2,224 85 Disbursing. 
166 37 '166 37 Closed. 
870 00 870 00 Closed. 
809 03 809 03 Closed. 
118 40 118 00 89 85 Disbursing. 
93 22 No account received . 
27 69 
-620 04 
27 69 Disbursing. 
28 63 648 67 CloEed. 
354 02 354 02 155 90 Disbursing. 
146 09 146 09 Closed.. 
515 24 515 24 138 13 Disbursing. 
6,753 58 6, 753 58 148 74 Disbursing. 
10 33 10 33 Closed. 
18 24 18 21 81 76 Disbursing, 
5,000 oo 5,000 00 Closed. 
5 85 5 85 148 10 Disbursing. 
631 86 No account received . 
10 88 75 oo 85 88 14 12 Disbursing. 
463 IS6 1,'795 ::;3 2,25!) 19 Closed. 
100 00 100 00 Closed. 
21,908 95 24,!.!08 95 477 73 Disbursing. 
42 93 Disbursing; not recei velt 
11G 30 116 30 33 70 Disbursing. 
2,040 40 No account received . 
4,8g2 30 65 00 4,947 30 5,730 03 Disbursing. 
58 9i 1~0 00 2('8 97 91 03 Disbursing. 
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~(.)~ <::!E-!.o ~~ ~u 
-------------------------- -------- ------ -----
Doct. J. H. Sargent, acting A. C. S. - - - $8 30 - $8 30 
Lieut. \V. M. Shaw, acting do _, - 300 00 ~310 84 310 84 
i\1aJ. W. M. Saun.ders, act'g do - ~Hl <i9 - .,.- 41 69 
Sergt. J. E. Sheldon, do - - - 100 00 32h 103 25 
Lieut. T. W. Sherman, do - - - 745 21 78 68 823 89" 
Sergt. P. D. Stewart, do - 250 00 - - 250 00 
Lieutenant A. E. Shisas, do - 19,749 81 73,900 00 - - 93,649 81 
Lieutenant W. A. Setliffe, do - 29 86 - - - - 29 86 
Lieutenant J. R. Smith, do - 72 00 - - - - 72 00 
Lieutenant J. H. Simpson, do - 407 87 - - - - 407 87 
Lieutenant E. Shriver, do - 74 40 - - - - 7-1 40 
Lieutenant H. Swartwout, do - 73 R5 - - - 7:3 85 
Lieutenant E. Spoor, do - - 800 00 - 800 00 
Lieutenant J. H. Stokes, do - 175M 948 45 1,96() 43 3,090 42 
Lieutenant J. E. Summerall, do - - - - 7 37 7 37 
Capt. J . Symington, acting do - 105 69 - - 18 12 123 81 
Capt. J.P. Taylor, Commissary of Sub· 
617 81 617 81 sistence - - - - - -
Lieutenant F. Taylor, A. C. S. - 663 92 til ,074 30 - 61,738 22 
Captain E. Trenor, do - - 50 00 1 89 51 89 
Captain B. A. Terrett, do - 271 75 3,764 20 4,035 95 
Captain C. Thomas, acting do - - 6,126 70 - - 6, l:Ui 70 
Captain W. A. Thornton , do - 3J 82 S~6 29 - 861 ll 
Lieutenant J. B.S. Todd, do - - - - 11 46 11 46 
Lieutenant D. H. Tufts, do - 1,365 88 500 00 ·11!> G-2 2,485 50 
Lieut. J. S. VanDerveer, do - 1 32 - - - - 1 32 
Doet. W. Turner, acting do - 1 t9 55 - - - - 149 55 
Lieutenant R. D. A. Wade, do - 7-J 03 - - - - 72 03 
Col. J. B. Walbach, acting· do - 100 00 - JOO 00 
Lieutenant W. ·wall, do - 800 33 - G85 53 1,485 86 
Lieutenant G. \Vatson, do - - 2,652 DG ~12 29 2,8li5 .25 
Lieut. J. L. C. Watkins, du 115 77 - - ,_ 115 77 
Lieutenant J. L. \Vat::;on, do - - 4!> 13 - 49 13 
Citiztn G.E. "Veaver,ncting do - - - - 72 75 7'2 75 
Lieutenant H. W. Wessells, do - 200 00 - 200 00 
Lieutenant J. H Winder, do - 3,337 02 11,850 35 f'42 90 1G,030 27 
Lieutenant S. 'Vhilehorn, do - - 3,066 86 ti34 16 3,701 02 
Lieutenant Geo. Wilson, do - 3,148 59 - - 1,682 RS 4,831 47 
Major H. 'Vhiting, acting do - 807 11 - - - - 807 11 
Gen. John E. 'Vool, acting do - 19,882 68 - - - - 19,882 G8 ---- --·--------- ------
163,448 86 591,154 47 :15,445 63 790,048 96 
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------------------~----------------
$46 03 - - $4603 - - Di5bursing; balance due him $37 73. 24ti 24 - - 246 24 $64 60 Not received. 
15 18 - - 15 18 26 51 Di5bursing. 
88 95 - - 88 95 14 30 Disbursing. 823 89 - - 823 89 - Closed. 
157 43 - - 157 43 92 57 Disbursing. 
75,834 19 - - 75,834 19 17,815 62 Disbursing. - - 29 86 No account received. 6 75 $65 25 72 00 - Closed. 404 15 - - 40415 372 Due on settlement. 
48 80 - - 48 80 25 60 Disbursing. 13 80 - - 13 so 60 05 Disbursing. 
325 00 325 00 475 00 Dead. 
654 69 1,100 00 1,754 69 1,335 73 Disbursing. 
7 37 - - 7:37 - Closed. 77 76 - - 77 76 46 05 Disbursing. 
- - 617 81 No account rendered; absent in Florid". 
35,569 05 - - 35,569 05 26,169 17 Disbursing. 51 89 5189 - Closed. 
2,831 46 221 09 3,102 55 933 40 Disbursing. 
5,871 39 - - 5,87139 255 31 Disbursing. 
674 57 - - 674 57 186 54 Disbursing. 4 80 - - 480 6 66 Disbursing. 1,454 98 - - 1,454 98 830 52 Disbursing. .. - - - 1 32 Due on settlement • 149 55 - - 149 55 - Closed. ... - - - 92 03 No account received • 
99 60 - - 99 50 50 Disbursing. 
860 91 860 91 624 95 Disbl.trsing. 
1,348 43 330 21 1,678 64 6,186 61 Di':ibursing. 
... - - - - - 115 77 No account received. .. - - - 49 13 No account received • 
72 75 - - 72 75 - - Closed 
200 00 200 00 
-5,425 ·4o Closed. 8,149 87 2,455 00 10,604 87 Dishttrsing. 
146 42 146 42 3,554 60 Disbursing. 
174 15 4,657 32 4,83147 - Closed. - - - - 807 11 No disbursements. 13,500 00 - - 13,500 00 6,382 68 No disbursements. ---------------
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B-Continned. 
FIRST Q.UAR 
Names of agent..". . -
-------------- ------ ------ ------ ,____ --
Lieut. A. G. Blanchard, A. C. S. 
Lieut. P. N. Barbour, do 
Lieut. E. B. Babbitt, do 
Lieut. J. H. Bates, do 
Lieut. R. F. Baker, do 
Lieut. S. J. Bransford, do 
Surgeon J. F. Brown, do 
Lieut. F. Britton, do 
Lieut. W. H. Betts, do 
Lieut. E. B. Birdsall, do 
Lieut. E. D. Bullock, - do 
Lieut. M. J. Burke, do 
Lieut. Martin Burke, do 
Captain J. R. Butler, do 
Lieut. Thomas S. Bryant, do 
Lieut. R. E. Clary, do 
Lieut. L. F. Carter, do 
Lieut. W. W. Chapman, do 
Lieut. John C. Casey, do 
Lieut. Silas Casey, do 
Lieut. J. M. Clendenin, do 
Lieut. R. Caldwell, do 
Captain Thomas Childs, do 
Lieut. B. Conkling, do 
Lieut. C. 0. Collins, do 
Citizen A. Cox, do 
Lieut. W. B. Davidson, do 
Lieut. L. P. Davidson, do 
Capt. St. Clair Denney, act'g do 
Lieut. E. B. Daniels, do 
Lieut. J. L. Donnaldson, do 
Captain W. Dulaney, acting do 
Lieut. James Duncan, do 
Lieut. S. H. Dunn, do 
Lieut. A. B. Eaton, do 
Captain T. Farnham, acting do 
Lieut. W. H. French, do 
Lieut. G. P. Field, do 
Captain L. Ford, acting do 
Captain W. M.Fulton, act'g do 
Lieut. J. R. B. Gardinier, do 
Major John Garland, acting do 
Lieut. John B. Grayson, do 
Brevet Capt. Tim. Green, do 
Captain J. Green, acting do 
Lieut. W. Gilpin, do 
Captain E. Harding, acting do 
Lieut. S. P. Heintzleman, do 
Lieut. J. S. Hathaway, do 
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B-Continued. 
TER, 1838. 
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$357 11 $35711 $1,228 35 Disbursing. 
208 28 No account received. 
$87 14 8714 Closed. 
243 61 65 00 308 61 Closed. 
48 24 48 24 
113 64 
Due him $24 99. 
39 90 39 90 Disbursing. 
33 89 33 89 -
1,059 86 
Closed. 
517 27 517 27 Disbursing. 
287 98 2fn 98 88 31 Disbursing. 
499 43 499 43 1,189 88 Disbursing. 
1,296 22 No account received. 
300 107 47 110 47 
-3,2so os Closed. 90 31 90 31 Disbursing. 
646 35 646 35 154 93 Disbursing. 
78 30 No account received 
468 08 468 08 5,332 s4 Disbursing. 
585 77 Disbursing. 
23 85 23 85 841 Disbursing. 
3,891 31 111 82 4,003 13 15,413 58 Di5bursing. 
26 04 42 01 6805 
686 66 
Closed. 
130 98 130 98 Disbursing. 
3 45 166 87 170 A2 
200 ()o 
Closed. 
301 59 30159 Account not received. 
812 22 296 81 1,109 03 
20o 
Closed. 
Balance due on settlement. 
735 91 735 91 538 15 Disbursing. 
32 50 32 50 1,581 82 Disbursing. 
- - 200 00 20000 588 39 Closed. 2,656 71 2,656 71 Disbursing. 
10 50 10 50 5 07 Disbursing. 
72 oo No account received. 
750 oo No account received. 
217 19 23 59 240 78 501 48 Disbursing. 
1,688 31 560 40 2,248 71 1,053 44 Disbursing. 
8 50 50 00 58 50 2,583 I4 Disbursing. 
206 92 206 92 Closed. 
199 16 - 199 16 341 37 Closed. 860 38 123 25 983 63 Disbursing. 
100 oo No account received. 
219 57 219 57 
32 61 
Closed. 
55 90 55 90 Disbursing. 
5,089 ao 5,089 30 5,512 20 Disbursing. 
54,519 75 1,000 ()() 55,519 75 3,884 48 Disbursing. 
4, 771 57 4,771 57 7,402 43 Disbursing. 
86 53 86 53 210 30 Disbursing. 
70 45 Account not received. 
639 30 Suspended vouchers. 
- - 1,638 74 No expenditures in the quarter. 
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B-Con tin ned. 
FIRST QUARTER, 
Names of agents. 
6<fi Q) J-4 rJJ I ...qi1l QJ C.) 




so rJJ 11> 
0"'=' s ..0 cdo ~~ 0 • ~ ~~ 3 '"d '"t:l ~ • 
§J-4 ~~tl "'='~ 'd 
...q.£ ·§ 5 ~ -~ g ,:: 
>='-:::1 
s.;V:: ,_g;.; 
~ Q~ <lJJ-< <2 OllJ "'<lJ ~~ 
8§~ ..... :::::~;:; ~...q 0~ ~v:;..c; >::~-' 
§OS.. ;:::;d- ::::1 0 -J:1 
C) cd o<lJO o"'=' cd::l 
~(.):::I s .... » s § ~ 0 ~dO" -<~.0 <; ~u 
Lieut. J. L. Harper, A. C. S. - $20 88 $20 88 
Mr. J. Hook, mecial agent - $121,800 00 5,352 04 127,152 04 
Lieut. W. Ho 'man, A. C. S. $65 82 - 65 82 
Lieut. C. Haskins, do 3,691 4:3 65,000 00 275 89 68,966 96 
Lieut. C. S. Howe, do 914 00 914 00 
Lieut. F. E. Hunt, do 158 GS 32 80 1!H 4A 
Major T. F. Hunt: do 2,985 99 98 37 3,084 3G 
Lieut. F. L. Jones, do 1,000 00 249 97 1,149 !.17 
Lieut. Thomas Johns, do 1,795 33 56 01 1,851 34 
Lieut. Louis T. Jamison, do 2,051 58 2,051 58 
Lieut. E. Kibby, do 3,141 33 3,141 33 
Lieut. P. Kearney, do 75 00 75 00 
Major E. Kir"U, do - 300 00 300 00 Lieut. vV. S. etchum, do 1,489 06 187 48 1,676 54 
Captain J. W. Kingsbury, do 17,06'1 G9 660 00 19 76 17,74445 
Lieut. E. M. Lacey, do 2,944 72 892 05 3,836 77 
Lieut. C. H. Larned, du 100 00 100 00 
Major W. W. Lear, do 215 92 500 00 715 92 
Lieut. John L'Engle, do 485 98 70,000 00 70,485 98 
Lieut. G. F. Lindsay, do 1 01 1 01 
Lieut. J. Lynde, do 3,811 81 438 43 4,250 24 
Lieut. N.C. Macrae, do 2,287 06 - 430 73 2,717 79 
Lieut. J. McClure, do 506 09 1,246 03 / 1,752 12 
Captain G. A. McCall, do 100 00 2 00 102 00 
Major JEneas Mackay, do 3,959 43 3,959 43 
Lieut. J. W. McCrabb, do 358 80 358 80 
Lieut. W. D. McKissack, do 2,224 85 340 87 2,565 72 
Lieut. W. Maynadier, do 89 85 150 00 239 85 
Lieut. Z. P. Maury, do 93 22 93 22 
Captain D. S. Mile<:, do 9,838 82 9,838 82 
Lieut. Morris S. Miller, do 3,108 32 3,108 32 
Suttler P. Milliken, do 25 86 25 86 
Lieut. E. W. Morgan, do 56 49 36 55 93 04 
Capt. A. Mordecai, acting do 155 90 400 00 555 90 
Capt. C. S. Merchant, acting do 138 13 138 13 
Lieut. A. Montgomery, do 148 74 10,000 00 265 79 10,414 53 
Lieut. Lucius O'Brien, do 81 7G 81 76 
Lieut. H. C. Pratt, do 148 10 251 69 399 79 
Lieut. M. R. Patrick, do 631 86 631 S6 
Lieut. H . Prince, do 14 12 - 14 12 
Mr. W. H. Pettes, special agent 1,500 00 1,500 00 
Capt. E. A. Ogden, A. C. S. 120 oo 50 39 170 39 
Lieut. G. W. Patten, do 351 75 107 61 459 36 
Capt. D. Perkins, do 100 oo 100 00 
Capt. G. D. Ramstty, do -' 477 73 21,200 oo 21 43 21,699 16 
Lieut. J. V. D. Reeve, do 42 93 150 00 420 197 13 
Capt. J. W . Ripley, do 33 70 33 70 
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-o > CJ 0 ::::: 0~ CJ CIJ CJ <:) "d .-cP.. cd 0 ::::: (!) Q.) p 
CIJ ::::: .... >., ~ ed p.. .... ,... 1-. 0 ~ ~ ~a::: l:il ~ o:l 
---- - --- ----·· ----
$18 83 $18 83 $2 05 Disbursing. 
123,257 38 123,25738 3,894 66 Disbursing. 
$65 82 (;5 82 Closed. 
4.2,387 ·11 1,252 58 43,G39 99 25,326 97 Disbur ·ing. 
914 00 Out of service ; claimed as commission for 
disbursing. 
120 15 71 33 191 48 Closed. 
96 10 9610 2,988 26 Disbursing. 
53~ 25 53:Z 25 617 72 Disbursing. 
892 30 8!.)2 30 959 04 Disbursing. 
2,051 58 Account not received. 
3,037 63 3,037 63 103 70 Out of service ; charged as commi siou on 
dbbursements. 
75 00 'i5 00 Closed. 
137 10 137 10 162 !)0 Disbursing. 
60 4G 450 44 510 90 1,165 G4 Disbursing. 
1,029 84 2,228 44 3,258 28 14,486 17 Disbursing. 
21 9G 3,811 81 3,836 77 Clo8ed. 
100 00 Account not received. 
416 75 416 75 299 17 Disbursing. 
70,485 98 70,485 98 Closed. 
1 01 Balance on settlement. 
139 88 139 88 4,110 36 Disbursing. 
1,803 44 296 34 2,099 'i8 Gl8 01 Di ·bursing. 
1,752 1~ 1,752 12 Closed. 
51 20 b1 20 ·so 80 Disbursing. 
3,959 43 No disbursements. 
358 80 No disbursements. 
383 90 383 90 2,181 82 Disbursing. 
121 35 121 35 118 50 Disbursing. 
93 22 No account re~eived . 
7,887 85 7,887 85 1,950 97 Disbursing. 
;{,108 32 3,108 32 Closed. 
15 87 15 87 9 99 Disbursing. 
8~ 25 82 25 10 79 Disbursing. 
377 37 377 37 178 53 Disbursing. 
138 13 138 13 Closed. 
4,185 78 4,185 78 6,228 75 Disbursing. 
81 76 No account received. 
16 81 16 81 382 98 Disbursing. 
2 7 14 287 14 344 72 Disbursing. 
14 12 14 12 Closed. 
1,500 00 1,500 00 Closed. 
11 20 11 20 159 19 Disbursing. 
459 36 459 36 Closed. 
100 00 Nn arcount received 
21,092 43 - 21,092 43 606 73 Disbursing. 
197 13 197 13 Closed. 
33 70 33 70 Closed. 
37 
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B-Conti nued. 
FIRST Q.UARTER, 
NamEs of agents. 
---- --- - ---- - ---
Lieut. B. S. Roberts, A. C. S. - $2,040 40 $200 00 $17 92 $2,'25R 32 
Lieut. R. H. Ross, do - 5,730 03 34 95 9:W 03 6,685 01 
Capt. S. L. Rn&sell, do - 9) 03 - - - - 91 03 
Lieut. W. M. Shaw, do .;. 64 60 - - - - 61 60 
Major H. Saunders, do - 26 51 - - - - 2G 51 Sergt. J. E. Sheldon, do - 14 30 - - - 14 30 
Sergt. P. D. StP.wart, do - 92 57 100 00 - - 192 57 
Lieut. A. E. Shi.ras, do - 17,815 62 90,001 87 - - 107,817 49 
Lieut. W. A. Setliffe, do - 29 86 - - - - 29 86 
Lieut. J. H. Simpson, uo - 3 72 - - - 3 72 
Capt. E. Schriver, do - 25 60 100 00 - - 125 GO 
Lieut. H. Swartwout, do - 60 05 100 00 - - 160 05 
Lieut. E. Spoor, do - 475 00 - - 475 00 
Lieut. J. H. Stokes, do - 1,335 73 19 80 645 37 2,000 90 
Lieut. W. A. Storer, do - - 84 50 786 30 870 80 
Capt. John Symington, do - 46 05 100 00 - - 146 05 
Capt. Joseph F. Taylor, do - 617 81 - - 617 81 
Lieut. F. Taylor, do - 26,169 17 20,000 00 - 46,169 17 
Lieut. B. A. Terrett, do - 933 40 - - 907 27 1 ,840 67 
Capt. Charles Thomas, act'g do - 255 31 - - - 255 31 
Lieut. W. A. Thornton, do Hl6 54 600 00 -
7 03 
786 M 
Lieut. J. B.S. Todd, do - 6 66 - - 13 69 
Lieut. D. H. Tufrts, do - 830 52 - - - 830 52 
Lieut. E. D. Tow:rtsend, tlo - - - - 120 97 120 97 
Lieut. J. S. Vanderveer, do - 1 32 - - - - 1 32 
Lieut. R. D. A. Wade, do - 72 03 - - - 72 03 
Col. J. B. Walbach, do - 50 100 00 - 100 50 
Lieut. W. Wall, do - 624 95 100 00 142 57 867 52 
Lieut. George Watson, do - 1,186 61 1,000 00 414 15 2,600 76 
Lieut. J. L. C. Watkins, • do - 115 77 - - - - 115 77 
Lieut. J. L. Watson, do 49 13 - 49 13 
Lieut. J. H. Winder, do - 5,425 40 10,138 13 935 47 16,499 00 
Lieut. S. Whitehorne, do - 3,554 60 - - 3,060 10 6,614 70 
Lieut. Thomas Williams, do - - - 213 49 243 49 
Capt. John A. Webber, act'g do - - - 2,000 00 - - 2,000 00 
Capt. George Wright, acting do - 1,517 84 - - 1,517 84 
Major H. Whiting, acting do - 807 11 - - - - 807 ll 
Gen. John E. Wool, acting do - 6,382 68 - - - - 6,382 68 ---- --------~-----
Total - 170,554 86 561,587 49 22,628 32 '754,7i2 67 
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----- ----- ---- ---- _' _ 
$!)4 07 $!H 07 $2,164 25 Disbursing. 
1,981 i1 $833 14 2,814 81 3,870 17 Disbursing. 
- - 91 03 91 03 - Closed. 
- - - - - 64: 60 No account receivf'd. 
13 50 - - 13 50 13 01 Disbursing. 
- - - - - 14 30 No expenditures during the quarter. 118 15 118 15 74 42 Disbursing. 
61,27!) 20 31,276 t>2 !)2,555 22 15,262 27 Disbursing. 
- - - - - - 29 86 No account received. - - - - 3 7-2 Balance of old account. 38 40 - - 38 40 87 20 Disbursing. 
61 85 - - 61 85 98 20 Disbursing. 
- - - 475 00 Dead; balance of old account. 
410 95 1,000 00 1,410 95 589 95 Disbursing. 
4_1! 55 20 00 6t 55 806 25 Disbursing. 
7~ 7() - - 7"2 iG 73 29 Disbursing. - - 617 81 No expenditures in the quarter. 
22,976 08 23,088 81 46,064 89 104 28 Disbursing. 
946 90 200 00 1' 146 90 693 77 Disbursing. 
39 00 - - 39 00 216 31 Disbursing. 
673 95 - 673 95 112 59 Disbursing. 
7 20 6 4!) 13 G9 - - Closed. 174 10 656 42 830 52 - - Clost!d. - - 120 97 120 97 - Closed. - - - - - - I 32 Balance of old account. - - - - 72 03 Balance of old account. -22 20 - - 22 30 78 30 Disbursing. 
395 40 - - 395 40 472 12 Disbursing. 
1,217 32 - - 1,217 32 1,383 44 Disbursing. 
- - - - - - ll5 77 No account received. - - - - 49 13 No account received. 
3,462 62 1,500 00 4,!)62 62 11,536 38 Disbursing. 
49 10 660 00 709 10 5,905 60 Disbursing. 
243 49 - - 243 49 - Closed. 1 ,657 00 - 1,657 00 343 00 Disbursing. 
1,136 20 156 92 1,293 12 224 72 Disbursiug. 
- - 807 11 No disbursements. 
- - 1,000 00 1,000 00 5,382 68 Disbursing. ---- ------------
494,199 33 75,552 08 569,75141 185,046 25 
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B-Continued. 
SECOND QUAl~ 
Names of agents. 
----~-----------------------1 ---------------------------
Lieut. Vl. Alburtis, A. C. S. 
Capt. G. Andrews, acting do 
Li.etlt. A. G. Blanchard, do 
Lient. 1'. N. Barbour, do 
L:eut. lL F. Baker, do 
Lieut. S. J. Bransford, do 
Lieut. F. Britton, do 
Lieut. 'V. H. Betts, do 
Lieut. E. B. Birdsall, do 
Capt. E. D. Bullock, acting do 
Lieut. T. L. Brent, do 
Lieut. J. R. D. Burnett, do 
Lieut. A. B. Bush, do 
Liem. Martin Burke, do 
Capt. J. R. Butler, acting do 
Lieut. Thomas S. Bryant, do 
Lieut. R. E. Clary, do 
Lieut. L. F. Carter, do 
Lieut. ""'\V. Y.l. Chapman, do 
Lieut. John C. Casey, do 
Lieut. Silas Casey, do 
Lieut. J. M. Clendenin , do 
Capt. Thomas Childs, do 
J. H. Deadrick, agent 
Lieut. C. 0. Collins, ao 
Citizen A. Cox, acting do 
Lieut. W. B. Davidson, do 
Capt. St. C. Denny, acting do 
Lieut. E. B. Daniels, do 
Lieut. J. L. Donnaldson, do 
Capt. W. Dulany, do 
Lieut. James Duncan, do 
Lieut. S. H. Dunn, do 
Lieut. A. B. Dyer, do 
Lieut. A. B. Eaton, do 
Lieut. Vv. G. Freeman·, do 
Lieut. G. P. Field, do 
Capt. L. Ford, acting do 
Lieut. J. R. B. Gardenier, do 
Major John Garland, acting do 
Lieut. John B. Grayson, do 
Major W.M. Graham, act'gdo 
Brev. Capt. T. Green, act'g do 
Capt. J. Green, acting do 
Lit>ut. W. Gilpin, . do 
Lieut. J. W. Gunnison, do 
Lieut. L. P. Graham, do 
Capt. E. Hanling, acting do. 








3,2 0 08 
154 93 
78 30 

















































































1 '190 39 
6,388 31 
1,628 23 
1 296 22 
'215 05 
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----- ----- ~·----
$36G 10 No disbursements. 
$.>7:3 tJ1 $72 61 Closed. 
:;'ii:3H i2 2•H 72 1,065 (10 D1sbursing. 
208 28 No account received. 
21  !)!) 2'l !J9 Closed. 
1 80 119 35 121 15 Closed. 
150 16 150 Hi 1,04.0 23 Disbursing. 
4,937 08 4,937 08 1,451 23 Disbursing. 
4G;) ti1 4ti3 61 1,664 59 Disbursing. 
1 '26!) 19 1,2G5 E) 31 03 Differenc-e in calcula~ions. 
!)3 7~ 1:21 33 215 05 Closed. 
213 37 213 37 973 93 Disbursin ::;. 
1/3 7'2 17:{ 72 Closed. 
19:J ,17 193 ·17 3,142 44 Disbursing. 
I ,~HO O!J 1,210 w 119 99 Disbnrsing. 
78 30 No account received . 
315 8G 315 86 5,749 81 Disbursing. 
585 77 Dead; secured. 
27 60 11 Ofi 38 GG 2 00 Difference in calculations 
:J,fl7!} :n 2,167 20 6,146 i)j 11,293 30 Disbursing. 
~,!)15 !):j 2,!}4[) 5(i 7,893 0!) Disbursing. 
HW 77 1 il ()5 1,021 42 Closed. 
200 00 No aceonnt received . 
<1 ,387 43 4,3i5 so 8,763 23 12,150 64 Disbursing. 
- 2 00 Balance due on former settlemem 
1,636 15 l,(i36 15 2 00 Difference in calc~tlations . 
GRO 00 6'10 00 901 82 Disbursing. 
715 75 72 Gl 788 3!) Closed. 
10 !)5 3 !J!} 14 91 Closed. 
72 oo No account received. 
750 oo No account received. 
501 48 No account receivctl. 
359 85 715 lG 1,075 00 Closed. 
101 00 101 00 Closed. 
2~0 46 1,1()5 00 1,385 46 1,6i7 87 Disbursing-. 
783 00 
100 00 Di~bursing . 
783 00 558 37 Disbursing. 
100 00 No aceount received 
32 til Disbursing. 
5,321 (j7 5,:1:11 6i 1, l!lO 53 Disbnrsmg. 
4!.1,831 96 150 ou 4!.l,981 !.lG 7,G7ti 71 Disbursing. 
G 4.0 G 40 86 !)() Dishursing. 
30,140 77 30,140 77 3,278 63 Disbnrsing. 
HO 50 ISG 2/ 2G6 77 (1 osed. 
- 70 ·15 No account received . 
5 10 15 32 20 42 Closed. 
51 71 f'l 71 681 7fl C'losed. 
- 6Sfl 30 Suspended vouchers. 
463 IG 463 lG 1,175 58 Disbursing. 
---
- - ----- -----------




Names of 'lgents. 
Lieut. J. S. Hathaway, A. C. S. 
Lieut. J. Booker, do 
Lieut. J. L. Hooper, do 
Lieut. M. C. Hammond, do 
Mr. Joseph Hook, special agent 
Litul. C. Hoski11s, A. C. S. 
Lieut. J. M. Harvie, du 
Lieut. B. H . .Hill, do 
Lieut. C. S. Howe, do 
Lieut. l\1 . S. Howe, do 
1vlajor T. F. Hunt, do 
Lieut. F. L. JonP.s, do 
Mr. Jo.:-eph E. Johnston, ngent 
Lieut. Thomas Johns, A. C. S. 
Capt. Louis T. Jamison, tlo 
Lieu t. E. Kibby, do 
M3jor E. Kirby, do 
Lieut. ·w. S. Ketchum, do 
Capt. J. \V. Kingsbul), do 
Lieut. C. H. Larned, do 
Lieut. J. H. Lamotte, do 
Major R. B. Lee, do 
Major Vv. W. Lear, do 
Lieut. G. F. Lindsay, do 
Lieut. J. Lynde, · do 
Lieut. N. C. Macrae, do 
Capt. G. A. McCall, do 
Major JEneas Mackay, do 
Lieut. J. W. 1\lcCrabb, do 
Lieut. \V. D. McKissack, do 
Lieut. "\V. Maynadier, do 
Lieut. Z. P. Maury, do 
Capt. D. S. Miles, do 
Satler P. Milliken, do 
Lient. E. \V. Morgan, do 
Capt. A. Mordecai, do 
Lieut. R. B. Marcy, do 
Lieut. E. G. Mitchell, do 
Lieut. A. Montgomery, do 
Major Thomas Noel, acting do 
Lieut. Lucius O'Brien, do 
Lieut. H. C. Pratt, · do 
Lieut. M. R. Patrick, do 
Lieut. G. R. Paul, acting do 
Capt. E. A. Ogden act.ing do 
Capt. D. Perkins, ,ac:ting do 
Capt. G D. Rams:;ty, acting do 





































$l!i,OOO CO $20,867 44 
























1 ,000 00 
150 00 
34 15 
12 Gl8 22 

























































4 23:2 2G 
'190 64 
100 00 
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:)i;/,598 57 $28 ,268 87 
8!12 57 


















































































Charged as commission on disbursements. 
Closed. 
Di:-.bursing. 
No account rece1vell. 
Closed. 
Notes Com'v,;ealth B'k,Boston; unavailable. 
1Io account received. 












Made no disbursemenl<;. 
No account received. 
Disbursin!5'. 
Disbursing. 
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Lieut. B.S. Robelts, .t\. c. s. - $2, 1G-l 25 - - $5!1 36 $2,220 61 Lieut. R. H. Ross, do - 3,870 17 - 311 27 4,181 44 Lieut. T. P. Ridgely, do - - - $1,215 15 756 2() 1 ,!lil 41 Lieut. D. H. Rucker, do - - - 531 36 202 29 733 65 Lieut. \V. Root, do - - - 819 77 4-7 59 An 3G Lieut. A.M. Rutledge, do - - 100 00 l 50 101 50 Lieut. W. M. Shaw, do - 61 liO - - - - 61 GO Major H. Saunders, acting do - 13 01 - 2 00 J5 01 Sergt. S. E. Sheldon, acting do - l! 30 62 65 - 7ti 95 Lieut. 1'. vV. Sherman, do - 680 00 3~5 S.J. 1,005 8-1 Sergt. P. D. StewaJt, acting do :· 74, 4:3 100 00 174 42 Lieut. A. E. Shinn;;, do 15,262 27 25,000 00 3,fHJ5 20 44, ,157 47 Lieut. W. A. Setltife, no 29 86 - - - - 29 86 Lieut. J. H. Simpson, do 3 72 - - - - 3 72 Capt. E. Shriver, acting do - 87 20 - - - - 87 20 Lieut. II. Swartwout, do 98 20 - - - - 98 20 Lieut. E. Spoor, do - 475 00 - - - 475 00 Lieur. J. H. Stokes, do - 589 95 - - 201 3~ i9·1 29 Lieut. vV. A. Storer, do - BOG 25 - - - 8 G 25 Lieut. John B. Scott, tlo - - 200 00 - - :200 00 Mr. B. Snow, agent - - - 18 22 - 18 22 Capt. John Symington, clo - 73 ~!) - - 5 00 '78 29 Capt. Joseph P. Taylor, do - 617 81 - - 617 81 Lieut. J. R. Sc,]e_v, do - - - 2,055 33 35 38 2,090 71 Capt. John G. Smith, acting do - - 277 i)O - - 277 50 Lieut. E. J. Steptoe, do - - - 150 00 - - 150 00 Lieut. S. T. Tibbatts, do - n (i-1 - - 72 G! Lieut. F. Taylor, do - lOJ 28 (i2,274 35 - G2,378 G:1 Lieut. B. A. Terrett, do {193 77 2,300 00 1,207 25 4,~01 02 Capt. Charles Thomas, act'g do - 216 :3t - - - 216 31 Lieut. W. A. Thornton, do 112 5!) 500 00 - 612 5!:1 Lieut. J. B. S. Todd, do - 158 81 87 30 24fi ll Lieut. J. S. Vanden "eer, do - 1 32 - - - - 1 3:3 Lieut. R. D. A \Vade, do 72 03 - - - - 72 O~J Col. J. B. Walbach, actin~ do - 78 30 - .- - - 78 30 Lieut. W. \Vall, do - 4n 12 - - 472 1~ Lieut. George \Vatson, do 1,38~ 4~ 1,862 00 83 7) 3,3~!) ~:l Lieut. J. L. C. vVatkin~, do 115 77 - - - - 115 77 Lieut . .T. L. 'Vatson, do 4!) 13 - - - - 4!) 13. Lieut. J. H. vVinder, do - 11 ,5~16 38 - - - l1 ,5~G 38 Lieur. S. Whitehorne, do - 5,905 60 - 4,13 !.15 6,319 5:> Capt.John A. Webber,act'g do 313 00 500 00 - 8'1:3 00 Capt. G. Wright, do - 221: 72 500 00 171 50 8%22 Major H. vVhiting-, acting do 807 11 - - - - 807-ll GC' neral John_E. Wool, act'gdo - 5,38:! 68 - - - - 5,38:3 68 ------------ ------ ------
185,016 25 489,227 M 81,3~3 GO 755,597 39 
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Remarks. 
$118 2!) $220 06 $638 35 $1,582 2£ D~sbursing. 
2~0 J~ 3,816 71 4,107 10 74 34 Disbursing. 
867 OG 16 25 8~3 =~1 1,088 10 Disbursing. 
:325 96 326 9G 405 69 Disbursing. 
78 49 78 49 818 87 Disbursing. 
31 50 70 00 101 50 Closed. 
6·1 GO No account receiven. 
13 {)5 I:3 65 1 36 Disbtusing. 
4i GO 44 G() 32 35 Disbursing. 
82 02 429 00 511 02 tl!J4 82 Dishursing. 
77 48 77 48 !)(} 9-! Disbursing. 
22,83-1 89 13,2~1 78 3€ ,056 67 8,:200 80 Disbursing. 
2!:1 86 No account r~ceived. 
39 2o 
3 72 Balance of old account. 
:19 20 48 on Disbursing. 
28 85 28 85 f)!) 35 Disbursing. 
2~{6 33 
475 00 Dead ; old balance. 
557 9G 79129 - Closed. 
79 62 
80G 25 No account recf'ived. 
'"10 62 120 3\j Disbursing. 
40 40 17 82 Disbursing. 
:26 81 51 45 78 2!) Closed. 
617 81 No expenditures. 
1,2'23 59 8G7 12 2,090 71 Closed. 
68 19 fi8 19 209 31 Disbursing. 
78 1:2 'i'l 88 150 00 Closed. 
72(i-1 72 G4 Closed. 
214 8:J 61,037 00 62,301 59 7G 74 Disbursing. 
1,466 47 1,,1()6 47 2,731 55 Disbursing. 
216 31 No account received. 
612 59 612 50 Clo~ed. 
61 2:3 61 :.!3 18't 88 Disbursing. 
1 32 Balance of former account. 
48 5::; 
n o3 Balance of former account. 
48 55 29 75 Disbursing. 
472 12 No account received. 
1,002 19 2,'237 04 2,3:29 23 Closed. 
115 77 No account received. 
40 13 No account received. 
3!) 57 
11,536 38 No account received. 
2,827 00 2,86il 57 3,482 98 Disbursing. 
780 90 780 !)() 62 10 Disbursing. 
53:3 ~0 53;3 90 363 32 Disbursing. 
807 ll No disbursements. 
1,000 00 1,000 00 4,382 68 Disbursing. 
---~---- ---------
411 '619 44 !33,214 11 314,833 55 210,763 84 
, 
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THIRD Q.UAR 
Names of agents. 
---------------------------- ------ ~·-,-----
Lieut. W. Alburtis, A. C. 8. 
C::tpt. S. Alexander, acting do 
v.~ut. A. G. Blanchard, do 
Lieut. P. N. Barbour, do 
Lieut. \V. F. B~rry, do 
J\lajor Francis S. Belton, do 
Lieut. F. Britton, do 
Lieut. W. H. Betts, do 
Lieut. B. Bourd, do 
Lieut. E. B. Birdsa11, do 
Sergt. W. Dosworth, acting do 
Cap~. E. D. Bullock, acting do 
Cnpt. J. H. Bogart, acting do 
Lieut. J n.. D. Burnett, do 
Liem. Martin Burke, do 
Capt. J. R. En tler, acting do 
Lieut. Thvmas S. Bryant, do 
Lieut. R. E. Clary, acting do 
Lietlt. L. P. Carter, do 
Capt. J. A. Chambers, do 
Capt. A. Cady, do 
Capt. J. ,V. CottCtn, do 
Lient. W. Vv. Chapman, do 
Lieut. John C. Casey, do 
Lient. Silas Casey, do 
Capt. Thomas Childs, tlo 
Joseph H. Dead rick, agent 
Lieut. J. B. D<".llnm, do 
Lieut. David R. Dunham, do 
Lieut. C. 0. Collins, do 
Citizen A. Cox, do 
Virgil David, do 
Lieut. W. B. Oa\ridson, do 
Lieut. N. Darling, do 
Li• ·ut. J. L. Donnaldson, do 
\'apt. vV. Dulany, do 
Lieut. James Duncl.ln, do 
Lieut. A . B. Eaton, do 
Lieut. ,V. L. FrPeman, do 
Lieut. G. P. F.ield, do 
Capt. L. Fonl, do 
Lieut. J. R. B. Garneniar, clo 
Major John Garland, do 
Lieut. John B. Grayson , do 
Major VV. M. Graham, do 
Brevet Capt. Tim. Green, do 
Lieut. W. N. Grier, do 
Lieut. ,V. Gilpin, do 
Lieut. L. P. Graham, do 
1,065 00 
'208 28 





3 142 44 
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78 30 
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S1l!l 31 $115 31 $2il 72 Disbursing. 
73 80 $19-1 72 268 52 Closed. 
(jl 0! Gl 0,1 1,202 47 Disbursing. 
208 ~8 No account rcl'eived. 
852 !Hi 85'2 !l6 Closed. 
'71 on 74 0!) 25 91 Disbursing. 
310 27 340 2i 881 31 Disbursing. 
85:2 :35 8,200 78 9,053 13 ·19 90 Difference in calcnlations. 
7·J 3tl 31 ti7 10·1 05 Clo:ed. 
I, 2;:".6 93 22 63 1,2i9 56 Closed. 
~3 75 2') ,..~ Closed. u I;) 
31 03 Difference in calenbtions. 
'21) 'J.j 26 25 3-1 14 Disbursing. 
ti:35 tll ¥.00 00 8:35 1t 2,0:.38 68 Disbursing. 
43 H() ~,HOO 00 2,fo-;43 80 344 39 Disbursing. 
:-,~,;{ 2:-; !l')3 28 71 71 Disbnr:>ing. 
f'l 1 'i.;;, ii 06 128 31 77 65 Disbursing. 
5,77l 87 5,771 87 467 C(i DLsbursing. 
585 77 Dead; sec ured. 
\.O.GlR 30 20,(ilR 30 5,035 !)2 Disbursing. 
1 ;o;-.,n 't:i I ,0,•;!) L1:{ Closed. 
1:}9 03 13!) 03 7G2 25 Disbursing. 
2 oo Babnce of old accou nt . 
1 ,:}08 t1/ 1,208 47 10,9:34 23 Disbursing. 
w,:.:r)o o:-:~ 10,2::0 08 1 ,HG 60 Di,bursing. 
200 00 Disbursing-. 
1:2,450 M Disbursing. 
~2 10 22 10 110 32 Di~bursing. 
81:',~ :35 88~ 35 2t:i4 71 Disbursing. 
2 00 Difference in calculations .. 
~ 00 Difference in calculations. 
:ll fd 31 52 4 60 Disbursin~. 
370 00 370 00 s:n 82 Disbursing. 
17H i9 178 i\J ()2 93 Disbur&ing. 
72 00 No account received 
1,016 8~) 1,016 8!) Closed. 
flOl 48 No account rccei\·ed. 
::.-)3 33 1,181 20 1,537 53 (ill 89 Di~lmr~ing. 
li I 00 39 00 100 00 Closed. 
=~112 9G 31:2 ~HI 215 4.1 Disbursing. 
1:10 00 No account received . 
11 GO 11 GO 21 Ol Disbursing. 
1,190 53 No account received .. 
:Jl,RGO 4ti 21,8fi0 4fi 51 512 8R Dishursing. 
10 10 10 40 7G 50 Di,-btusing. 
~. 7t~O 34 2,7fi0 34 %5 10 Disbursing. 
l(j~ 18 162 18 :ii 82 Disbursing. 
70 45 No account rec~iv~d. 
681 78 GSI 'iS Ctosed. 
[ i ] 
Names of agents. 
Capt. E. Harding, A. C. S. 
Lieut. P. V. Hagner, do 
Lieut. S. P. Heintzlcman, do 
Lieut. J. S. Hathaway, do 
LJeuc. J. L. Ho8per, do 
Lieut. M. C. Hammond, do 
Mr. Jo~eph Hook, :special agct~t 
Lieut. C. Hoskins, A . C. -· 
Lieut. M. S. Heme. do 
• Ltcut. W. S. Henry, do 
Lieut. J. Hooker, • Jo 
Lieutenant J. l\l. Harvie, do 
Lieutenant B. ri. Hill, do 
Lieutenant C. S. Howe, do 
1\[ajor J hos. P. Hunt, acting do 
Lieut. P. L. Jones, acting do 
Lieut. A. R. J ohnst n, acting do 
Lieut. Thos. Johns, acting do 
Capt. Loni~ T . .Tami.son,at.!t'gdo 
Lieu·en;Int E. Kibby, do 
i.Vlajor E. Kirby, acting do 
Lieutenat1l W. S. Ketchum do 
Capt. J . W. Kingsbury, act'g clo 
Lieutenant J. II. King, do 
Lieotenuut \V. 0. Kello, do 
Lieutenant C. II. Larned, do 
l\Jajor R. B. Lee, acting do 
Charles Lc Baron, agent 
Major ·vv. W. Lear, acting do 
Lieut. G. F. Lindsay, do 
Lieut. Georg-e Lincoln , Jo 
Lieutenant J. Lynde, do 
Lieutenant N.C. Macrae, do 
• 1aj . .iEneas !\lac kay, :1cting do 
Lieut. .T. "\V. l\lcCrabb, do 
Lieut. W. D. McKissack, do 
Lieut. '\V . .Maynndier, do 
Lieutenant Z. P. Maury, clo 
Capt. D. S. Miles, acting do 
Sutler P. Milliken, 
Captain A. Mordecai, acting do 
Lieute:nant E. G. Mitc:hell, do 
Lieut. E. W. Morgan, do 
Captain T. Morris, acting do 
Lieut. A Montgomery, do 
Capt. W. R. Montgomery, do 
L1eut. MorrisS. l\lillcr, do 
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---- ------- --------------
$639 30 Suspended vouchers. 
·- $555 39 $555 29 Closed. $7,I26 95 7,126 95 1,505 57 Disbursing. 
3 981 20 :n,o3o oo 37,0ll 29 12,176 28 Di~bursing. 1
2G:> 31 265 31 139 86 Di ·bursing. 
490 08 496 08 Closed. 
1,1GG 61 2,516 50 3,683 14 Closed. 
14,977 05 27,6l6 15 42,!193 20 Closed. 
400 90 131 86 532 7() 667 24 Disbnrsing. 
6!.)7 76 697 76 302 24 Disbursmg. 
I98 !JG 19896 Closed. 
8 21 No account received. 
671 15 560 00 1,23115 193 90 Disbursing. 
914 00 Charged as commis~ion on disbursemeuts .. 
70 29 20,000 00 20,070 29 I7,6:~2 72 Di~bursing. 
101 :37 950 00 1 ,05J 37 1,581 22 Disbursing. 
()32 7"2 ()3~ 72 5, 771 90 Disbursing. 
170 00 Notes of the Common wealth Bank o( 
2,051 58 
Boston, unavailable. 
No account received. 
103 70 Charged as commission on disbursements . 
34 80 34 80 333 85 Disbursing. 
209 30 28188 4D1I8 Closed. 
6, 710 80 6, 710 80 6,010 20 Disbursing. 
16 28 16 28 266 67 Disbur~ing. 
IG 43 I6 43 133 57 Disbursing. 
115 97 115 97 284 03 Disbursing. 
100 00 No disbursements. 
548 I4 I, 138 25 1 ,686 39 Closed. 
594 93 5 79 600 72 Closed. 
1 o1 No account received. 
54 85 5485 95 15 Disbursing. 
1,195 05 1' 195 05 {),645 12 Disbursing. 
1,002 42 1,000 00 2,00"2 42 I ,697 42 Disbursing. 
3,965 25 3,965 25 
358 so Closeu. No account received. 
501 19 501 }!) 949 29 Disbursing. 
10~ 06 36 12 145 18 
93 22 
Closed. 
No account received. 
71 35 1,620 83 I,692 18 Closed. 
1 85 Balance of former account, 
401 55 255 29 6513 84 Closed. 
207 76 98 96 306 72 Closed. 
2,073 72 2,073 72 -, Closed. 181 ()(j 227 54 408 60 Closed. 
39,63~ 02 1,000 00 40,632 02 Closed. 
5 71 5 71 Closed. 
1,000 00 1,000 00 
79 as Closed. 50 14 50 14 Disbursing. 
, 
[ 1 ] 
Names of agents. 
Lieut. J. B. Magruder, A. C. S. 
Lieut. J. McKin~try, do 
Lieut. R. B. Marcy, do 
Major Thomas Noel, act'g do 
Lieut. Lucius O'Brien, do 
Lieut. J. H. P. O'Neal, do 
Lieut. H. C. Pratt, do 
Lieut. M. B. Patrick, do 
Lieut. G. R. Paul, do 
Captain D. Per){ins, do 
Captain G. D. Ramsay, act'g do 
Captain D. Ragan, acting do 
Captain J. W. Ripley, act'g do 
Lieut. B. S. Roberts, do 
LieuL. R. H. Ross, do 
Lieut. T . P. Ridgeley, do 
Lieut. D. H. Rucker,· do 
Lieut. W. Root, do 
Lient. W. M. Shaw, do 
Major H. Saunders, acting do 
Sergeant J. E. Sheldon, act'g do 
Lieut. T. W. Sherman, do 
Sergeant P. D. Stewart, do 
Lieut. A. E. Shiras, do 
Lieut. W. A. Setliffe. do 
Lieut. J. H. Simpson; do 
Captain E. Shriver, do 
Lieut. H. Swartwout, do 
Lieut. E. Spoor, do 
Lieut. W. A. Stour, do 
Lieut. J. B. Scott, do 
Mr. B. Snow, agent - . 
Capt. Joseph fl. Taylor,art'g-do 
Capt. John G. Smith, acting do 
Lieutenant E. J. Steptoe, do 
LieutenantS. T. 'l'ibbatts, do 
Lieutenant P. Taylor, do 
Lieutenant B. A. Terrett, do 
Lieutenant D. H. Tufts, do 
Lieutenant G. H. Talcott, do 
Capt. Charles Thomas, act'g do 
Lieutenant W.A. Thornton, do 
Lieutenant .T. B. S. Todd, do 
Lieut. J. S. Vanderveer, do 
Lieutenant H. M. Wharton, do 
Lieutenant H. W. Wessels, do 
Lieut~nant R. D. A . Wade, do 
Col. J. B. Walbach, acting do 
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.;1,083 75 $4,083 75 $1,191 95 Disbursing. 
114 55 114 55 83 45 Disbursing. 
119 65 $2416 143 81 Closed. 
23 60 7145 95 05 Clostd. 
81 76 No account received. 
3 05 3 05 Closed. 
220 98 2:20 98 29 02 Disbursing. 
344 72 No account received . 
1,807 (jQ 200 00 2,007 GO 2,708 91 Disbursing. 
100 00 No account received. 
(i83 48 243 92 932 40 Closed. 
58 (j{) 58 6G 95 04 Disbursing. 
85 31 85 31 52 90 Disbur .. ing. 
1,582 26 No account received. 
74 34 Suspended vouchers. 
1,086 85 1,086 85 5,17::2 50 Disbursing. 
3GG 87 H66 87 380 58 Disbursing. 
214 69 244 69 618 03 Disbursing. 
64 60 No account received . 
13 80 13 80 88 06 Disbursing. 
32 35 No expenditures. 
1,193 69 1,193 69 Closed. 
104 5:2 104 22 92 72 Disbursing. 
19,857 54 11,780 35 31,637 89 Closed. 
29 86 No account received. 
3 72 Balance of old account. 
24 80 24 80 23 20 Disbursing. 
13 80 13 80 55 55 Disbursing. 
L175 00 Dead. 
FlOG 25 No account received. 
59 99 60 39 1'20 38 Closed. 
24 79 24 79 Closed. 
10 75 10 75 23,607 06 Closed. 
95 87 119 56 215 43 Closed. 
192 60 1!J2 60 230 30 Disbursing. 
1,632 31 1,632 31 867 69 Disbursing. 
76 74 76 74 Closed. 
1,430 61 5,495 43 6,926 01 Closed. 
478 27 350 00 82827 Closed. 
252 89 252 89 Closed. 
216 31 No account received. 
512 47 187 53 700 00 Closed. 
184 88 No account received. 
1 32 Balance of former account. 
908 18 90818 1,240 77 Disbursing. 
167 42 107 61 275 03 189 48 Disbursing. 
72 03 No account received. 
44 06 44 06 85 69 Disbursing. 
472 12 No account received. 
----- --
~- - - -~ - - - - -
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Lieut. G. L. C. 'Vatkins, A. C. S. - $115 77 - - - - $115 77 Lieutenant J. L. Watson, do - 49 13 - - - - 49 13 Lieutenant J. H. Winder, do - 11,536 38 - - - 11,536 38 LieutenantS. Whiteh0rne, do - 3,482 98 - $509 42 3,9!J2 40 
Capt. John A. Webber,act'g do - 62 10 $4,100 00 - - 4,162 10 Capt. Geo. Wright, acting do - 363 32 300 00 27 63 690 95 
Major H. Whiting, do - 807 -ll - - - - 807 11 General J. E. Wool, acting do - 4,382 68 - - - - 4,382 68 ------ ------ ---------
210,763 84 162,945 02 122,556 34 496,265 2() 
OFFICE OF THE CoMMISSARY GENERAL OF SuBSISTENcE, 

















- - - -- - - -- - -$171 23 - -
3,924 55 
$130 Oo 45 31 
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- - 4,382 68 -----





































$115 77 No account received. 
49 13 No account receivea. 
11,536 38 No account received. 
3,821 17 Disbursing. 
237 55 Disbursing. 
515 64 Disbursing. 
807 11 No account received. 
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HEPORrr 
Of' 
'lHE SECRET.ARY OF 'fHE 1\AVY . 
.KAVY DEPARTMENT,, 
November 30, 1838. 
$rrr: In the performance of a duty annually devolving on this depart-
ment, I submit the following report: 
The squadron employed in the Mediterranean during the past year under 
Commodore Jesse D. Elliott, com~isted of two frigates, a sloop of war, and 
a schooner. These vessels: with the exception of the sloop of war, baving 
retnrued home eit'1er f:H repairs or in consequenc0 of tile terms of service 
of their crews Laving exptred, will be replaced. by a. ship of tbe line, a 
Ii·igate of equal force, and a despatch brig or schooner. The whole will be 
under the orders of Commodore Isaac Hull. 
Although some of the causes which originally dictated the policy of 
employing a portion of our navy in the l\lediterranean have in a great 
measure ceased, still it is believed that as· a school of discipline under 
experienced officers, as a n eans of exhibiting a portion of our naval force 
in contact ond comparison 'vith that of the principal maritime states of Eu-
rope, and for the purpose of nffording countenance and protection to our 
commerce, a perseverance in this policy \:vill equally contribute to the good 
of the service and the honor of the United Stntes. 
rrhe squadron now in the Pacific, under Commodore Henry E. Ballard, 
comprises one ship of the line, two sloops of war, and two schooners. 
These last requiring extensive repairs, have been ordered home the 
ensuing spring, or as soon after as the public interesls will admit, and the 
ship of the line may also be expected to return about the same time, as the 
terms of service of most of her crew will then be about expiring. 
The unsettled and precarious relations subsisting between the South 
American States bordering on the Pacific, in my opinion render it essential 
to the protection of our commerce that at least an equal force should be 
maintained in that quarter. Accordingly, measures will be taken to replace 
the vessels ordered home by others not less efficient for that service. 
'rhe force operating on the coast of Brazil, nnder Commodore John B. 
Nicolson: consists of one razee, one sloop of war, and one brig. No change 
is at present contemplated. The present force is deemed adequate to the 
protection of our commerce in that quarter, and it is believed that no reduc-
tion wonld be consistent with the attainment of that object. 
At the date of the last report of the Secretary of the Navy, the squadron 
employed on the West Indian station and in the Gulf of Mexico, under 
Commodore Alexander J. Dallns, consisted of one frignte, five sloops of 
war, and one small vessel. The frigate and one of the sloops having 
recently returned to Boston for repairs, it is contemplated to send another 
frigate and to increase the nnmber of sloops of war on that station to seven. 
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The force will then be compcsed of one frigate, se\-en Joops of w11r, and 
one small vessel. 
As the blockade of the Mexican ports by the French squadron coutinu8s 
to be strictly enforced, and as indications of a revolutionary spirit h•we 
lately been exhibited at Tampico, it is believed that under existing circmn-
stances, as well as in view of fnture contingencies, no reduction of the 
proposed force can be prudently made. 
A frigate and sloop of war which, as stated in the last aunual report of 
the Secretary of the Navy, were then preparing for a cruise in the Indian 
seas, under Commodore George C. Read, sailed from .1. rorfolk on the 6th 
of May last. By the latest ad vices from Commodore Read, dated the 28th 
of Jnly, he had reached Rio de Janeiro, from whence he was to depart the 
next day. Having reason to believe it wonld conduce to the protection and 
saCcty of onr citizens and commerce in these remote regio~s, 1 have direr ted 
the\-e ve~flels to visit the Sandwich and Society islands on their way bonn. 
'That the officers employed ot'l these various services have performed 
their duties with equal activity, vigilance, and prudence, is sutliciently 
evidenced by the fact, that notwithstnnding the wnrs and revolutions which 
still agitate so great a portion of the So nth American States bordering on 
the Pacific, and the long protracted blockade of tile ports of _ ie:xico and 
of Buenos Ayres: the persons and property of citizeHs of the United States 
have in no case which has come to the knowledge of this department suc-
tainod outrage or wrong; while, on the other hand, nothing bas occurred 
througho11t the whole of our interronrse or interposition: to distrust the 
relations of peace between us and t'w parties in collision with each other. 
' 'he exploring expedition, on the resignation of Commodore Thomas ap 
Catc£by Jones, in consequence of ill health, was placed under the command 
of Lieutenant Charle~ \Vilkes, with some modification of force; and finally 
.~ailed from Norfolk on the 19th of August. It now consists of the sloops 
of war Vincennes and Peacock, the store ship Relief, the brig Porpoise, and 
the pilot boat schooners Sea-Gnll and Flying-Fish. Letters from Lieutenant 
\Vilkes am10nncc the safe arrival of these vessels at Madeira, with the 
exception of the Relief, which vessel was ordered hy 1Jim to procerd direct 
for Rio de .Ta11ciro. It will appear from the estimates for 18:39, that the 
annual expense of the expedition, under its present organization, will be 
very considerably less than that required for it as originally contemplated. 
A nnmber o[ scientific gentlemen, who had accepted appointments in 
the expedition, under an impression that their services would be required, 
and their P.molnments continued during the period anticipated for the c.om-
·pletion of its objects, were not included in this new arrangement. They 
have asked to be remunerated for their sacrifices and disappointments, and 
I now submit the propriety as well as justice of their claim. 
The act of Congress, approved 22d December, 18~~7, authorized the Presi-
dent of the United Stntes to employ the public vessels in cruising along the 
Atlantic coast during the winter season, for the purpose of affording relief 
to merchantmen in distress. Under this lawr, the sloop of war Erie, the 
brigs Pioneer and Consort, tne schooner Active, a.11d the steam ship Fulton 
were occasionally employed w1th beneficial results. Owing to the want oi 
proper vessels at the disposal of this department, after supplying tho neces-
sities of foreign stations, the steam ~,hip Fultou is the only one now avail-
able for this service. 
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To aid in making the gei1eral survey of the coast of the United tate.:', 
Lieutenants Gedney and Blake, with other naval officers, were: on the ap· 
plication of the Secretary of the rrreasury, placed under his directions, un<l 
such other assistance afforded as circumstances permitted. 
The survey of the southern coast, from Tybee Bar to Hunting island1 
.1.\lay river, as directed by the act of Congress of March 3d, L837, has been 
completed by Lieutenant Wilkes, a copy of whose report will be commu-
nicated to Congress early in the approachiug session. '"fhe surveys of the 
harbors of Beaufort and Wilmington, North Carolina, provided ior by the 
same act, will be commenced forthwith by Lien tenant Glynn, of lhe navy 1 
and it is expected will be completed in time to be communicated to Congres 
previous to its adjournment. 
The delay iu carrying this net into execntion has arisen from a want of 
proper vessels for that. service, which will now be performed in a steam ves-
~cl, JoallPd by the \Yar Department. The attention of Lieutenant Glyn11 
will also Le directed to an examination of the coa~t between the mouths of 
the Missi f ~ippi alld Sabine rivers, as directed by the act of 7th July, 1838. 
l.Jnder the provisions of the act of Congress of the 28th June last, and 
the supplementary act of the 9th of July following, authorizing the appoint-
ment of tbree competent persons to te~t the various inventions which might 
be presented to their notice for the jmprovement and safety of steam boil-
ers, a bonrd hns been designated by the President, to make the req11isite 
examinations and experinH~ Ilts, and, it is presumed, will report the results at 
the opening of the ensuing session of Congress. 
In conformity with the provisious of the act of 7th July, 1838, making 
appropriations for light-houses, light-boats, beacon-lights, and buoys, the 
coasts of the Atlantic and of the Great Lakes were divided into eight dis-
tricts, and an officer of the 11avy appointed to each, with orders to report to 
the Secretary ot the '"rreasury, for the purpose uf carrying out the views of 
Congress, under his directions. 
The instructions of the President for establishing lines of despatch ves-
sels, to run during the continuance of the blockade of the Mexican ports, 
by a French squadron, between New York aud Vera Cruz: and New Or-
leans and Tampico: at stated and regnlar periods, have been carried into 
effect. The United States brig Consort, Lieutenant Wmiam H. Gardner7 
sailed from New York the 1st of November, and the revenue cutter Wood· 
bury, loaned by the Treasury Department, it is presumed is now on her 
way to Tampico, under the command of Lieutenant John S. Nicholas, of 
the navy. This arrangement, it is believed, will be highly beneficial to the 
commercial community, by affording not only the means of communica· · 
tion, but of transporting their funds to the United States. 
The state of the navy pension fund is as follows: 
The number of invalid pensioners is 440 
The annnual sum required to pay them is - $33,496 23 
The nnmber of widow pensioners is 302 
The annual sum required to pay them is 55,716 00 
The number of minor children pensioners is 105 
The annlial sum required to pay them is 13,908 00 
Whole number of pensioners is - 847 
And the whole annual amount required to pay them is - S103,120 23 
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The amount of stocks owned by the navy pension fund on 
the 3d of .March, 1837, was - $1,115,329 53 
Do. 1st of October, 1838 390:832 25 
Diffcreuce - 724,497 28 
-------
\Vhich wa sold, and the proceeds of the sale, with the interest and divi-
dend of the capital, were nppl ied to the payment of pensions and an· rears 
of pensions. Of the balance of stock, $:390;832 2.3, owned by the fund 1st 
of October, 1838, the nominal amonnt of $97,1 99 16 has been directed to 
be sold to meet payments on the ht of January, 1839, so thnt the actnal 
capital of the fund for the yeilr u~:39 will he only $293,~i63 09. 
It will thu::; be seen, that under tbe operation ot successive· pension la;_vs, 
-each widening and extending the str,~<un of public munificence, this fund 
is rapid I y decrea~ing-; insomnch th~~t in the comse of a very few years larg·e 
appropriations will he reqnired to redeem the faith of Congress pledged 1or 
its support. 
P1·i'Vateer pen.-.·ion fund.-The number of privateer peusiotwrs is thirty-
six. The annnal mnonnt required to pay them is $2)':l62. No payments 
were made to 1 hese pensioners during the past year, ns the privateer pe11sion 
fnnd had been exb.:1usted. ThiR iund, it will he perceived, failed in 1836, 
.and, consequently, no payments h:1ve beeu made since that time. The sub--
ject was l>ronght to the notice of the President in former reports from this 
-.department, and I have only to add that as, in conformity with the lr~w cn-
tablishing and appropriating this fund,. the certificates of pensions we1e 
t,ranted during lite, it would appenr that the nation stands pledged to fur-
nish the means of fulfilling the obligation. 
Navy lwspital.Jimd.-Tbe balance in the Treasury to the crrdit of this 
fund, on the 1st of October, 18:37, was ~; 94,20~ :~6 
Receipts to 1st of October, 18:38 31,242 92 





The construction of a dry dock at some point in the harbor of New· 
York has been heretofore rcpea.tedly recommended by this rlnp·n-tment, and 
is every y(~ar becoming more necessary to the ptll'po.;~.:s of the uavy. What-
ever di,-ersity of opinion may exi~t as to the most eligible; site, all seem to 
unite in favor of the object. The two dock::; at Norfolk and Boston are en-
tirely jusutficient to meet the r8qnirement:s of the service. Delays in 
repairi ng ships, at all times injurion~, and in time of war dangerous 
to the interests and safety of the conntry, frequently occnr in consPqnencc 
·of there b·!ing no vacant dock to receive them ; and at this moment two 
li ne of battle ships are lying at New York in a decayed and rapidly decay-
jng stCltP, which can neither be repaired where they are, nor removed else-
where for that pnrpose, without great risk and expense. 
The subject of a naval academy hns also been more than once presented 
for consideration. Such an institution is earnestly desired by the officers 
of the navy, and, it js believed, wm ld greatly conduce to the benefit of the 
service generally. The propriety of affording young midshipmen the 
means and opportunities for the acquisition of that knowledge and those 
• 
.. 
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sciences wllich are either al..rsolntely 1 ecessary or high-ly useful to their pro-
fession, would seem -to have been recognised by Congress in the liberal P\'O· 
vision ior teachers a~1d professors of mathematics on board our ships of 
war, aud at the prillcipalnavy yards. Those, however, who have had the 
hest opportuuities fi.w observing the practical operation of this system, are o[ 
opinion that it does not answer the purposes for which it wa:, i11teuded, and 
that other aud more cf:Iectual means are reqnired. A naval academy, which 
r,hould combine the acquisition of those sciences aud t!int knowcldge with-
01 t which professio~wl duties cannot be perforn:ed to tbe p'ublic satisfactiou, 
with that practical e~·perience which is, if pos_'iblel still more indispensable, 
would, iu my opinion, add little to the expense of the present defective sys. 
tcm, and be followed by benefits \\·hich wonld fur more than repay the cost 
of ullCh 1111 estnblislm1en1. 
Tile attention of the President and Congres"' is also solicited to that part· 
of the estimates of the Board of Kavy Commissioners which contemplates 
tile bn ildiug of five brigs or schooners, the frames of which !Jnve been 
collected under the law for the grndnal improvement of the navy, and which 
are required for despatch Yessels, surveys, and other purposes. 
It is presumed that no arguments arc necessary to enforce the propriety 
of retaiiJing a sufficient number of ships in commission to afford active sea 
S!!rvice to the officers of tile tJaYy. Such service is manifestly essential to 
discipline, fl) experience, nnJ to those habits of hardihood, without which 
no officer can ad quately fulfil his duty. The same prnr.tical experience 
ucces::;nry to eminence iu ~wy other profi~ssiou, is most emphatically so in 
that of a seaman; the self-po~;se~sion and :skill required to meet the expo. 
snres and danger~ incid.eut to a sen life, botll in peace aud in war, can only 
l~e acquired on the seas i the same consequences which resnlt from idlenes~ 
a Jd neglect in all other conditiom~ of life, will assuredly follow in this; 
and charged: uS thP- officer is, with protecting the propeny,. as well as de-
fending the rights and honor, of his conntry, his incapacity is not less dis-
honornble to llimself than injnrious to her. Unless, howevPr, his country 
<:£fords him opportnuitics of ncqniring this professional experience by oftcu 
calling him into active service, it wonld be unjnst to complain of his ina-
Lility to perform these high duties: and it is only when he declines these op· 
portnnities t1mt llc eau be fairly charged with beiug ignon.nt of w·hat Iw 
has never bren permitted to learn. 
Experience hn,· also demon~trated, that it is only by frequency of active 
r.crvice at sea thar the otlterwise unavoidable cotlsequenccs of a long- peace 
can in any degree be nrreste;:,!. All other expedients will be fonnd either 
t'lltirely useless~ or only partial! y operati ''e ; and I abstain from suggcstiug 
any material alterations in the sy.:-tem of the service7 not Duly for that rea· 
son, hut because my limited ex perietJCP. in this department bus not given 
me sufilcicnt confidence iu my own opiuions, or, perhaps, entitled them to 
the consideration of others. 
There are otller strong and. imposing reasons for keepiug up the preseut 
11aval establishment of the Uuited States iu full vigor and activity. 
'fhe nnren1itting attention wltich, sit,ce the late wnr with England, and. 
tbe secrets it disclosed, has beeu paid by the maritime powers of Europe to 
the impron·mcnt nnd perfection of their shirs of war and of naval disci-
r line, calls for awakened Yigilance on our part. The position of the United 
, Sta~cs, remote as it is from the scene of European rivalry, affords no im-
n~unity from it.s consrqucuccs. Commerce makes neighbors of all nations 
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:.tnd the conflicts of inter~st or ambition between any two, can scarcely fail 
of involving many others. Against such imminent contingencies, an ade-
quate naval force, keeping pace with the commerce and resources of the 
country, well manned, and, above all, well disciplined, is our most effectual 
security. It is equally recommended by its comprehensive sphere of action , 
the facility with which it can be directed to distant and 'lrarious points, and 
by its freedom fi·om almost all those objections which a wise people so justl~r 
cherish towards great military establishments. In nddition to these consid-
erations, it comes recommended to the people of the United States ns thE· 
best guardian of their flag, wherever it is carried by theil' enterprise, as 
well as by having so largely contributed to that fund of national reputation. 
which, being a common possession, constitutes oue of the strongest bonds 
of our Union. 
Respectfully surmitted. 
J. K. PAULDING. 
To the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
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SCHEDULE OF PAPERS 
Accompanying tiLe 1·eport of the Secretary of the Navy to the Presitdent 
of the United States, of November 30th, 1838. 
No.1. Letter from the Navy Commissioners, transmitting estimates for 
1839. 
A . .Estimate for the office of the Secretary of the Navy. 
B. Estimate for the office of the Commissioners of the Navy. 
C. Estimate of expenses of southwest executive building. 
D. The general estimate for the navy. 
Detailed estimate D 1, for vessels in commission. 
D 2, for receiving vessels. 
D 3, for recruiting stations. 
D 4, for yards and stations-pay of officers and 
others at. 
D 5, pay of officers waiting orders and on furlough. 
D 6, for provisions. 
D 7, for improvements and repairs of navy yards. 
E. Special-for hospitals. 
Submitted-for building five brigs or schooners. 
for receiving vessels. 
F. Estimate for the marine corps. 
G. List of vessels in commission, their commanders and stations. 
H. List of vessels in ordinary. 
I. List of vessels on the stocks. 
K. Report of proceedings under laws for gradual increase of the navy. 
L. Report of proceedings under laws for gradnal improvement of the navy. 
.. .\l. Statement of progress made in carrying into effect the act of 3d March, 
1837, authorizing the construction of two sloops of war and six small 
· vessels. 
N 1 to N 8. Navy pension fund-list of pensioners, &c. 
Privateer pension fund-list of pensioners, &c. 
0. List of deatbs in the navy. 
P. f Jist of dis missions in the navy. 
Q. List of resignations in the navy. 
R. Balance in the Treasnr.y, under law for suppression of the slave trade. 
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No. 1. 
NAVY CoMMISSIONERs' OFFICE, 
Novembe1· 29; 1838. 
SIR: The Board of Navy Commissioners have the honor to transmit, 
herewith, estimates for the support of the navy for the year 1839. 
'rhese estimates have been prepared in· triplicate, in conformity with 
your instrnctions, designating the nature and e.xtent of the force to be em. 
ployed, and directing the amounts for other ordinary objects to be limited 
to the preservation of the different buildings in navy yards, and other es-
tablishments upon the respective stations, from injury; and to continue 
such new works only at; might be deemed of urgent importance. 
The estimates which are submitted for the purchase of two vessels for 
the accommodation of recruits, are accompanied by a short statement show-
ing the reasons for presenting them again to the consideration of Congress. 
'I'he estimate for building five small vessels has been submitted in con-
formity with your directions, that the attention of Congress may be called 
to making tho necessary provision for any additional number of this useful 
class of vessels, if they should deem it proper. 
Under the head of objects for which the appropriation for certain con-
tingent purposes are authorized, the board have omitted some which have 
been inr.lnded in former appropriations ; these are 
" For cabin furniture of vessels in commission ; " 
"For repairs of magazines or powder houses,'' for which appropriations 
may be asked when they are required; 
"For preparing moulds for vessels to be built," which will constitute a 
proper charge against the vessels themselves. They also limit. the purchase 
of fuel and candles or oil, for shore use only. This latter change is pro-
posed in consequence of the great consumption of fuel by the steam vessel, 
and from a belief that these articles would be more appropriately a charge 
upon the appropriation for repair and wear and tear of vessels in commis-
sion, like other stores for ordinary use. 
The demands upon this head of appropriation for contingents have fre-
quently been so great as to exhaust it during the recess of Congress, and 
these changes will operate to prevent a recurrence of this circumstance. 
I have tfie honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
HoN. J. K. PAULDING, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
A. 
I. CHAUNCEY. 
Estimate of the sums reqnired for the sup pert of the office of the Secretary 
of the Navy,for the year 1839. 
Secretary of the Navy 
Six clerks, per act of April 20, 1818 
One clerk, per act of May 26, 1~24 
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One clerk of the navy and privateer pension and navy 
hospital funds, per act of July 10,1832- -$1,600 
Messenger and assistant messenger - 1,050 
Contingent expenses - 3,000 
Submitted. 
For pay of extra clerks whose services were found indispen-
sable during the past year to enable the department to 
answer calls from Congress, and to transact its current 
business 
For pay of extra clerks, whose services will be required for 







.1-Jstimate of tlu sums required for the support of the J.Vavy Commissioners' 
office for the yem· 1839, as at present established by law. 
For the salaries of the Commissioners of the Navy Board 
For the salary of their secretary 
10,500 
2,000 
For the salaries of their clerks, draughts man, and messenger, per 
acts of April 20, 1818, May 24, 1824, and March 2, 1627 
For contingent expenses 
Proposed. 
Two additional clerks, at $1,400 per annum 






Fer the particular reasons which induce the board to ask the above 
increase on the number of clerks for the office, they respectfully refer to 
their letters to yon of the 15th and 16th of March last, the first in answer 
to a call for iuformation from the chairman of the Committee on Naval 
Affuirs of the House of Representatives, and the latter in consequence of 
a resolution of the Senate of the United States, copies of both of which, as 
the board have been informed, were transmitted to Congress. 
An extra clerk has been employed and paid nt the rate of $3 per day 
from the contiugent fund of the office, so long as the state of that fnnd 
would justify that application. He has been employed since 1st September 
last, with the understanding that he could receive no compensation unless 
Congress should sanction it by a special appropriation, or by an increase 
of the contingent fund of the office. 
To meet this expense to the close of the present year, and other inciden-
tal expenses, the estimate for the contingent expenses of the office has been 
increased to $2,500, being $700 more than was appropriated for 1838. 
I. CHAUNCEY. 
NAvY CoMMISSIONERs' OFFICE, November 19, 1R38. 
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c. 
Estimate of the sums uq~tired for the expenses of the southwest Ea:ecutive 
buildiug for the year 1839. 
S u periu tend en t -
Two watchmen, at $750 each, watching day and night - -
Coutiugent c .. penscs, including oil, fuel, labor, repairs of build-






For c:tltering nnd 'painting the passnges in the 1st and 2d stories, 
and ercctiug u structure nt the head of tr,e main stair-wny, 
making the southwest Executive buildingsimilar in convenience 
and comfort to the northwest Executive building - - 1,800 
6,900 
n. 
There will be required for the general service for the navy during thf" 
yPnr 1839, in addition to the hulai1ces which may remain on hand on the 
1st day of January, 1839, the snm of four million seven hundred and seven-
ty six thousand 0ne hundred and twenty-five dollars· and sixty-four cents. 
Estimated for 1839, Appropriated for 
including the ex- 1838, including the 
ploring expeditiOn. e_xploring expedi-
twn. 
1st. For the pay of commission, warrant, 
petty officers, and seamen - $2,352,625 64 
2d. For pay of superintendents, naval con-
$1,312,000 00 
structors, and all the civil establishments 
at the several yards 
3d. For provisions 
1th. For the repairs of vessels in ordinary, 
and the repairs and 'vear and tear of 
vessels in commission -
5th. For medicines and surg-ical instru. 
ments, hospital stores, and other expen · 
ses on account of lhe sick 
Gth. For the improvement and nece~sary 
repairs of navy yards, vi7.: 





























7th. For ordnance and ordnance stores -
8th. For contingent expenses that may 
accrue for the following purposes, viz: 
For the freight and transportation of ma· 
terials and stores of every description ; 
for wharfage and dockage, storage and 
rent, travelling expenses of officers, and 
transportation of seamen; for house rent 
to pursers when duly authorized; for 
funeral expenses ; for commissions, clerk 
hire, office rent, stationery and fuel to 
navy agents; for premiums and inciden-
tal expf;lnses of recruiting; for appre-
hending deserters ; for compensation to 
judge ad vacates; for per diem allowance 
to persons attending courts martial and 
courts of inquiry, or other services as 
authorized by law; for printing and 
stationery of every description, and for 
working the lithographic press ; for 
books, maps, charts, mathematical and 
nautical instruments, chronometers, 
models, and drawings; for the pur-
chase and repair of fire engines and 
machinery; for the repair of steam 
engines in navy yards; for the purchase 
and maintenance of oxen and horses, 
and for carts, timber, wheelrs, and work-
men's tools of every description; for 
postage of letters on public service; for 
pilotage, and towing ships of war; for 
taxes nnd assessments on public prop-
erty; for assistance rendered to vessels 
in distress; for incidental labor at navy 
yards, not applicable to any other appro-
priation; for coal, and other fuel, and 
for candltJS and oil, for the use of navy 
yards and shore stations; and for no 
other object or purpose whatever 
9th. For contingent expenses for objects 
not herein before enumerated -











4,776,125 64 4,135,270 00 
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The estimates for the year 1839 are for smaller sums under some of the 
heads of appropriation than were granted for the year 1838, and exceed 
the appropriations for that year under one head only, viz: 
c: For the pay of the commission, warrant, and petty officers, and sea-
men." 
The principal cause of this difference will be found in the reduction 
which was made at the last session of Congress, of the sum of $999,854 91 , 
from the estimates in the appropriation act for the navy. 
The estimates, which were based upon the force proposed to be employed, 
were for $2,311,854 91, and that for the present year is for $2,352,625 .64, 
showing an increase of $40,770 73. This increase is owing to the substi-
tution of two additional sloops of war of the first, and three of the third 
class, for the ship of the line of three decks which was embraced in the 
estimates for 1838, and by an increase in the number of officers, which has 
occurred since the estimates for 18:)f; were proposed. 
The total amount of this general estimate for 1839, is about $409,000 
less than the one for 1838. 
Although the amount of money in the Treasury under the head of pay 
of the officers and others belonging to the navy was undoubtedly sufficient 
to justify the postponement of the full appropriation, when the reduction 
was made, yet there is no doubt that the amount of pay accruing to the 
officers and others 11pon foreign service will be greater than the sum actu-
ally appropriated, and consequently that the actual appropriation for 1838 
does not form a proper amount with which to compare the estimates for 
1839. 




$20,000 00 For completing the hospital at New York 
For conveying Schuylkill water to the 
naval asylum, at Philadelphia, and for 
all necessary repairs - - - 9,760 00 
For cnrrent repairs to the hospital and its 
dependencies, near Norfolk - - 1,500 00 
For completing the hospital buildings at 
Pensacola, and building a wharf for 




For building five brigs or schooners from 
frames collecting under the la.w for the 
gradual improvement of the navy - g225,000 00 
I • 
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D-Continued. 
Estimated for 1839. Approp'd for 1, :1.::. 
Receiving vessels. 
For the purchase of two vessels to be used 
as receiving vessels, one to be placed 
near the navy yard, Philadelphia, and 
the other in the harbor of Baltimore 
NAVY CoMMISSIONERs' OFFICE, 
$25,000 00 
November 19, 1838. 
I. CHAUNCEY, 
C. MORRIS, 
ALEX. S. WADSWORTH. 
D1 
Estimate of the amount of pay that will be required for the ywr 
1839,jor the following vessels in commission, viz: One ship of the line, 
one razee,fivejrigates, seventeen sloops of war, seven small vessels, ancl 
one steamer-being part of the first item in the general estimate fur 
that year. 
Six commanders of squadrons 
One ship of the line, two decks 
One razee 
Three frigates, first class 
Two frigates, second class -
Twelve sloops of war, first class 
Two sloops of war, second class 
Three sloops of war, third class 
Seven small vessels, including store ship Relief 
One steamer - - - -
Scientific corps 
Total -
Estimated for 1838 
Estimated for 1839 
Less estimated for 1839 than was estimated for 
the year 1838 
- $24,000 00 
148,671 25 
112,845 25 
- 264,363 75 
146,287 82 











The difference in the amount of this item·from the estimate for 1838, 
arises from the substitution in the present estimate of two sloops of war of 
the first class, and three sloops of the third class, for a ship of the line of 
three decks, embraced in the estimate for 1838, ancJ by a change in the num-
ber of officers which has been made since the last estimates were prepared. 
I. CHAUNCEY. 
N 4 VY CoMMISSIONERs' OFFICE, Nov. 19, 1838. 
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D 2. 
Estimate of the number and pay of ojjicers, o/c. Tequired for five 
, receiving vessels for the year 1839, being part of the first item in the 
geneTal estimate for that year. 
~ 
cu 
.... :.8 ~ 0 E' ~ d :>- 0 ll) § ~ ~ ~ "'d -;:; Amount. ~ .... 0 0 Q) 0 
~ z :.8 ro z ~ 0-; co --·--------- ---- ------------
Captains - - - 1 1 - - 1 3 $10,500 00 
Commander - - - - 1 - 1 1 2,100 00 
Lieutenants - . - 2 2 2 2 2 10 15,000 00 
Masters q - - 1 1 1 - 1 4 4,000 00 
Pursers - - - 1 1 - - 1 3 1,987 50 
Passed Midshipmen - - 6 6 - - 6 18 13,500 00 
Midshipmen - - - 12 12 3 3 12 42 14,700 00 
Boatswains - - - 1 1 - - 1 3 2,250 00 
Gunners - - - 1 1 - - 1 ~ 2,250 00 
Carpenters - - - 1 1 - - 1 3 2,250 00 
Sail makers - - - 1 1 - - 1 3 2,250 00 
Boatswain's mates - - 4 4 1 1 4 14 3,192 00 
Gunner's mates - - 1 1 - - 1 3 684 00 
Carpenter's mates - - 1 1 1 1 1 5 1,140 00 
Masters-at-arms - - 1 1 - - 1 3 648 0 0 
Ship's corporals - - 1 L 1 ~ 648 00 - - ;) 
Ship's stewards - - l 1 1 1 1 5 . 1,080 00 
Officers' ~tewards - - 2 2 1 1 2 8 1,728 00 
Ship's cooks - - - 1 1 1 1 1 5 1,080 00 
Officers' cooks - - 2 2 1 - 2 7 1,512 00 
Seamen - - - 100 100 2 2 100 304 43,776 00 
Ordinary seamen - - 150 150 4 4 150 458 54,960 00 
Boys - - - 50 50 3 2 50 155 13,020 00 
------1'-------------
.Estimate for 1839 - - 341 341 22 18 3411 063 194,255 50 
Estimate for 1838 - - - - - 63,683 50 
Excess for 1839, over the estimate for 183S ' - - 130,572 00 
'rhis excess is produced by estimating for the employment of three ship~ 
of the line as receiving vessels, at the principal stations, to be kept in a state 
of forwardness for active service in case any unexpected event should re-
quire their employment at sea. 
I I. CHAUNCEY. 
NAVY CoM:M~SSIONERs' OFFICE, Nov. 19, 1838. 
.. 
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D 3. 
Estimate of the pay of the officers s,ttached to five recruiting stations 
for the year 1839, being part oj the first item in the general estimat~ 
for that year. 
~ 
~ :a a.i r-. _e. r-. Amount. 
0 Q.) 01 ~ 
s:i >c 'd ·~ ;s 0 ~ ~ ~ '@ :.cl ca r-. 0 QJ 0 
l=Q z Pol l=Q z E-4 
---- -- -- -- -- -----
Commanders - - 1 1 1 1 1 5 $10,500 00 
Lieutenants - - 2 2 2 2 2 10 15,000 00 
Surgeons - - - l 1 1 1 1 5 8,750 00 
Midshipmen - - 2 2 2 ~ 2 10 3,500 00 
' -- ---- ------ -----
Total - - - 6 6 6 6 6 30 37,750 00 
Amount estimated for 1838 - - - - - - 37,750 00 
I. CHAUNCEY. 
NAVY CoMMISSIONERs' OFFICE, Nov. 19,1838. 
D 4. 
Estimate ·of the pay of officers and others at navy yards and stations, 
for the year 1839. 






3 Midshipmen, at $350 each 





1 Purser, including all allowances -















-- $14,107 75 
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D 4-Continued. 
No. PORTSMOUTH-Continued. Pay. Aggregate. 
-------------------· --- ----------
Ordinary. 
1 Lieutenant $1,500 
1 Carpenter's mate - 22S 
6 Seamen, at $144 each 864 
12 Ordinary seamen, at $120 eac.h - 1,440 
----- $4,032 00 
Civil. 
1 Storekeeper 1,400 
1 Master builder 1,250 
1 Foreman and inspector of timber - 700 
1 Clerk to the yard 900 
1 Clerk to the commandant 900 
1 Clerk to the storekeeper - 500 
1 Clerk to the master builder 400 
1 Porter 300 
----- 6,350 00 
-----
11otal - 21,489 75 





2 Lieutenants, at $1,500 each 
2 Masters, at $1,000 each -
1 Surgeon -
2 Assistant surgeons, at $950 each~-
1 Chaplain - - - -
2 Professors, at $1,200 each 





1 Purser, including all allowances " 
1 Steward -


















--- $23,017 75 
[ 1 ] 
D 4-Continued. 
No. BOSTON-Continued. Pay. Aggregate. 
Ordinary. 
3 Lieutenants, at $1,500 each $4,500 
1 Master 1,000 
6 Midshipmen, at $350 each 2,100 
l Boatswain 500 
1 Gunner - 500 
1 Carpenter - - - . 500 
4 Carpenter's mates, 3 as caulkers, at $228 ea. 912 
2 Boatswain's mates, at $228 each · 456 
14 Seamen, at $144 each - 2,016 
36 Ordinary seamen, at $120 each 4,320 
----- $16,804 00 
Hospital. 
] Surgeon - 1,750 
1 Assistant surgeon 950 
1 Steward - 360 
2 Nurses, at $120 each~ When.thennmber ~ 240 
2 Washers, at $96 each of s1ck shall re- 192 
1 Cook quire them. 144 
----- 3,636 00 
Civil. 
1 Storekeeper 1,700 
1 Naval constructor 2,300 
1 Measurer and inspector of timber 1,050 
1 Clerk to the yard 900 
1 Clerk to the commandant 900 
1 Clerk (2d) to the commandant 750 
1 Ulerk to the storekeeper - 750 
1 Clerk (2d) to the storekeeper 450 
1 Clerk to naval constructor 650 
1 Keeper of magazine 480 
1 Porter ~ 300 
----- 10,230 00 
----
Total - 53,687 75 
NoTs.-The surgeon and assistant surgeons of the yard are to be re-
quired to attend to the duties of the yard, receiving ship, and marines ; one 
to be always on board the receiving ship. 
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D 4-Continued. 
No. NEW YORK. Pay. Aggregate. 
- - - - ----- ----- - ---- ----- - --- -
Naval. 
1 Captain - $3,500 
1 Commander 2,100 
2 Lieutenants, at $1,500 each 3,000 
2 Masters, at $1,000 each - 2,000 
1 Surgeon - 1,800 
2 Assistant surgeons, at $950 each - 1,900 
1 Chaplain - - - - 1,200 
2 Professors, at $1,200 each 2,400 
4 Midshipmen, at $350 each 1,400 
1 Boatswain 500 ~ 
1 Gunner - 500 
1 Carpenter 500 
1 Sail maker 500 
1 Purser, including all allowances - 1,141 75 
1 Steward - - - 216 
1 Steward, assistant to purser 360 
- ·---- $23,017 75 
Ordinary. 
3 Lieutenants, at $1,500 each 4,50@ 
1 Master 1,000 
6 Midshipmen, at $350 each 2,100 
1 Boatswain 500 
1 Gunner - 500 
1 Carpenter 500 
4 Carpenter's mates, 3 as caulkers, at $228 ea. 912 
2 Boatswain's mates, at $228 each - 456 
14 Seamen, at $144 each 2,016 
36 Or6linary seamen, at $120 each - 4,320 ----- 16,804 00 
Hospital. 
1 Surgeon - 1,750 
1 Assistant surgeon 950 
1 Steward - 360 
2 Nurses, at $120 each ~ When the number ~ 240 
2 Washers, at $96 -each of sick shall re- 192 
1 Cook quire them. 144 ----- 3,636 00 
Civil. 
1 Storekeeper 1,700 
1 Naval constructor 2,300 
1 Measurer and inspector of timber 1,050 
.. 
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D 4-Continued. 
No. NEW YORK-Continued. P ay. Aggregate. 
--1--- - - - ------ -----1--- ---- --
1 Clerk to the yard 
1 Clerk to the commandant 
1 Clerk (2d) to the commandant 
1 Clerk to storekeeper -
1 Clerk (2d) to storekeeper 
1 Clerk to naval constructor 











--- $10,230 00 
53,687 75 
NoTE.-The surgeon and assistant surgeon of the yard are to be required 
to attend to the duties of the yard, receiving ship, and marines; one 
alwayg to be on board the receiving ship. 













1 Purser, including all allowances -
1 Steward - - - _ 
Ordinary. 
1 Lieutenant 
1 Boatswain's mate 
4 Seamen, at $144 each 
12 Ordinary seamen, at $120 each -
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D 4-Continued. 
No. PHILADELPHIA-Continued. Pay. Aggregate. 
-- ----------
1 Surgeon 1 ( $1,750 
1' Assistant surgeon 1 I 950 
I Steward 1 To attend the hos- { 360 
2 Nurses,at$120ea. r pital, if required. 240 
2 \V ashers,at $96 ea. I I 192 
1 Cook J L 144 
----- $9,036 00 
Civil. 
1 Storekeeper - - - - 1,250 
1 Naval constructor - - - 2,300 
1 Inspector and measurer of timber - 900 
1 CJ~rk to the yard - - - 900 
1 Clerk to the commandant - - 900 
1 Clerk to the storekeeper - - - 500 
1 Clerk to the naval constructor - - 400 
1 Porter - - - - - 300 
----- 7,450 00 
-----
I Total - - - 35,1.37 75 
No. vVASHI~GTON. Pay. Aggregate. 
-·- - - -----
Naval. 
1 Captain - - - - - $3:500 
1 Commander - - - - 2,100 
1 Lienten1.mt - - - - 1,500 
2 1\Iaster~, one in charge of ordnance, at 
Sl,OOO each - - - - 2,000 
1 S m(rcon - - - - - 1,800 
1 AssGtant surgeon - - - 950 
1 Chaplain - - - - 1,200 
1 Boatswain - - - - 500 
1 Gunner, a laboratory officer - - 500 
1 Carpenter - - - - 500 
1 Purser, including all allowances - - 1)41 75 
1 Steward - - - - - 216 
1 Steward, assistant to.purser - - 360 
1 Steward to hospital - - - 216 
---- $16,483 75 
Ordinary. 
1 Boatswain's mate - - - 228 
1 Carpenter's mate - - - - 228 
6 Seamen, at $144 each - - - 864 
14 Ordinary seamen, at $120 each - - 1,680 
----- 3,000 0 0 
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D 4-Continued. 
No. WASHINGTON -Continued. Pay. Aggregate. 
----- - - ------
Civ·il. 
1 Storekeeper - - - - $1,700 
1 Master builder - - - - 1,250 
1 Inspector and measurer of timber - 900 
1 Clerk to the yard - - - 901) 
1 Clerk to the commandant - - 900 
l Clerk (2d) to the commandant - - 750 
1 Clerk to storekeeper - - - 750 
1 Clerk to master builder - - - 450 
1 Master camboose maker and plumber - 1,250 
1 Chain cable and anchor maker - - 1,250 
1 Keeper of magazine - - - 480 
1 Porter - - - - - 300 ----- $10,880 00 
----
'Total - - - 30,363 75 
No. NORFOLK. Pay. Aggregate. 
------
1Vaval. . 
1 Captain - - - - - 83,500 
1 Commander - - - - 2,100 
2 Lieutenants, at $1,500 each - 3,000 
2 Masters, at $1,000 each - - - 2,000 
1 Surgeon - - - - - 1,800 
2 Assistant surgeons, at $950 each - - 1,900 
1 Chaplain - - - - 1,200 
2 Professors, at $1,200 each - - 2,400 
4 Midshipmen, at $350 each - - 1,400 
1 Boatswain - - - - 500 
1 Gunner - - - - - 500 
I Carpenter - - - - 500 
1 Sailmaker - - - - 500 
1 Purser, including all allowances - - 1,141 75 
1 Steward - - - - - 216 
1 Steward, assistant to purser - - 360 
---- $23,017 75 
Ordinary. 
3 Lieutenants, at $1,500 each - - 4,500 
1 Master - - - - - 1,Cl00 
6 Midshipmen, at $350 each - - 2,100 
1 Boatswain - - - - 500 
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D 4--Continued. 
No. NORFOLK-Continued. Pay. Aggregate. 
---- - -----
1 Gunner - $500 
1 Carpenter 500 
4 Carpenter's mates, 3 as caulkers, at .$;228 ea. 912 
2 Boatswain's mates, at $228 each - 456 
14 Seamen, at $144 each 2,016 
36 Ordinary seamen, at $120 each - 4,320 
----- $16,804 00 
Hospital. 
1 Lien tenant 1:500 
1 Snrgeon - 1,750 
1 Assistant surgeon 950 
1 Steward - 360 
2 Numes, at $120 ea.~ When the number~ 240 
2 W ushers, at $96 ea. of sick shall re- 192 
1 Cook quire them. 144 
----- 5,136 00 
Civil. 
1 Storekeeper 1,700 
1 Naval constructor 2,300 
1 Inspector and measluer of timber 1,050 
1 Clerk to the yard 900 
1 Clerk to the commandant - 900 
1 Clerk (2d) to the commnndnnt 750 
1 Clerk to storekeeper 750 
1 Clerk (2d) to storekeeper - 450 
1 Clerk to the naval constructor 650 
1 Keeper of the nmgazine - 480 
1 Porter 300 
------ 0,230 
----
Total 55,187 75 
NoT.E.-The surgeon and assistant surgeons of the yard are to be re-
quired to attend to the duties of the yard, to those of the receiving ship, 
a nd to the marines; one to be always on board the receiving ship. 
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D 4-Continued. 
No. PENSACOLA. Pay. Aggregate. 
-----
Plavul. 
1 Captain - $3,500 
1 Commander 2,100 
2 Lieutenants, at $1,500 each 0,000 
1 Master 1,000 
1 Surgeon - 1,800 
1 Assistant surgeon Y50 
1 Chaplain- - 1,200 
3 Midshipmen, at $350 each 1,050 
1 Boatswain 500 
1 Gunner - 500 
1 Carpenter 500 
1 Sail maker 500 
1 Purser, including all allowances - 1,14L 75 
1 Steward - - - 216 
----- $17,957 75 
Ordinary. 
] CarpePter 500 
1 Carpe-d ter's mate - 228 
1 Boatswain's mate . 228 
10 Seamen, at $144. each 1,440 
10 Ordinary seamen, at $120 each 1,200 




1 Assistant surgeon 950 
1 Steward - 360 
2 Nnrses, $120 each ~ When the nmn- ~ 240 
2 Was hers, $96 each ber of sick shall 192 
1 Cook require them. 144 
----- 3,636 00 
Civil. 
1 Storekeeper 1,700 
1 Clerk to yard 900 
1 Clerk to commandant 900 
1 Clerk (2d) to commandant 750 
1 Clerk to storekeeper 750 
1 Clerk (2d) to storekeeper - 450 
1 Porter 300 
---- 5,750 00 
------
Total - 30,939 75 
~OTE.-The surgeon and assistant surgeon of the yard to attend to the 
duties of the yard, the ordinary, and marines, and receiving ship, if one 
should be allowed. 
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D 4-Continued. 




















CIIART AND JNS'l'RUMENT DEPOT. 
1 Lieutenant 
:3 Passed midshipmen 
1 Chief naval con~tructor -
1 Civil engineer 
FOREIGN STATIONS. 
1 Storekeeper at Malwn 




































------- ~-_______ ___,_ _______ _ 
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D 4-Continued. 
RECAPITULATION. 
Naval. Ordinary. Hospital. Civil. Aggrega1e. 
1st item. 1st item. 1st item. 2d item. 
--------- ---- ---------- --------
Portsmouth, N. H. - $14,107 75 $-1,032 00 $6,350 00 $24,489 75 
Boston - - - 23,017 75 16,804 00 $3,636 00 10,230 00 53,687 75 
New York - - 23,017 75 16,804 00 2,636 00 10,230 00 53,687 75 
Philadelphia - - 14,907 75 3,744 00 9,036 00 7,450 00 35,137 75 
Washington - - 16,483 75 3,000 00 10,880 00 30,363 75 
Norfolk - - - 23,017 75 16,804 00 5,136 00 10,230 00 55,187 75 
Pensacola - - 17,957 75 3,59li 00 3,636 00 5,750 00 30,939 75 
Baltimore - - 7,362 50 - - - 7,362 50 
Charleston - - 7,689 75 - - - 7,68~ 75 
Sackett's Harbor - 1,000 00 - - - 1,000 00 
Ordnance - - 5,000 00 - - - 5,000 00 
Chart, &c., depot - 3,750 00 - - 3,750 00 
Naval constructor - - - - 3,000 00 B,OOO 00 
Civil engineer - - - - - 4,000 00 4,000 00 
Storekeepers - - - - - 2, 700 00 2, 700 00 -----------------
70,820 00 317,9!!6 50 
Deduct for prob~ble sur-
plus in the 4th column 
26,820 00 26,820 00 1st January, 1839 - - - - --------
Estimated for 1839 - 157,;H2 50 64,784 00 25,080 00 44,('00 00 2!)1 '176 50 
Appropriated for 1838 - 155,81:.>- 50 64,784 00 21,180 00 69,770 00 311,546 50 
-------------------
Increased - - 1,500 00 - 3,900 00 
Diminished - - - - - 25,770 00 20,370 00 
NoTEs.-The increase in the first column is occasioned hy attaching two 
more passed midshipmen to the chart and instrument depot. 
That in the third column by the addition of one captain, one master, 
and one secretary to the asylum at Philadelphia, and estimating for one lieu-
tenant less. 
The diminution in the fourth column is occasioned by increa1'ing the pay 
of the master builder at the Portsmouth yard $50, to 1:nake the pay tbe same 
as at navy yard \Vashington, by the appointment of a foreman and inspec-
tor of timber S700, which is rendered necessary by the increase of work con-
templated at that yard, and by adding $150 to the pay of the inspector and 
measurer of timber at Boston and New York, respectively, all which the 
board considered reasonable and proper, and by dedncting the sum of 
Jljl26,820, as a balance that will probably be on hand on the 1st January next. 
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D 5. 
Estimate of the pay required for the commission and warrant qjjicer,..,·, 
'Waiting orders aMd on a furlough for 1839, being part of the first item 
in the general estirnate for that year. 
\Vaitlng orders. Furlough. Aggregate. 
------ ------ ------
21 Captains $52,500 no 
27 Commanders 48,600 00 
l do. $900 
94 Lieutenants 112,800 00 
3 do. 1,800 
18 Surgeons - 28,800 00 
1 do. 800 
7 Pursers 4,637 50 
11 Assistant Surgeons 7,150 00 
33 Passed midshipmen 19,800 00 
3 do. 900 
22 Midshipmen 6,600 00 
1 do. 150 
Waiting orders - 280,887 50 _ 
Furlough - _ 4,550 $285,437 50 
Add for 41 midshipmen who, after examination, maybe en-
titled to be arranged as passed midshipmen, in addition 
to their pay as midshipmen - - - - 12,300 00 
Estimated for 1839 
" for 1838 




rrhis excess is occasioned by an increase in the number of commission 
officers, and a variation in the number of those which are embraced in 
other items of this bend of appropriation for the respective years, and 
which necessarily vary the number wuiting orders nnd on furlough. 
NAVY CoMJUISSIONERs' 0FFlCE, 
!Vovember 19, 1838. 
D 6. 
I. CHAUNCEY. 
Estimate of the amount required for provisions for the year 1839, 
e:rplanatory of the third it ern of the general estimate for that year. 
6,679 persons in vessels in commission, exclusi \re 
of marines. 
560 marines embarked in vessels in commission. 
1,243 persons (enlisted) attached to receiving ves· 
sets and shore stations. 
8,482 
.. 
[ 1 J 620 
8,482 persons, at one ration each a day, will make 
3,095,930 rations, which, at 20 cents each ration, is equal to $619,186 00 
Estimating the balance that may remain in the Treasury on 
the 1st January, 1839, as available, there may be deducted 
from this amount the snm of $19,186, which, it is pre· 
sumed, may not be required 19,186 OU 
\Vhich will leave ()00,000 00 
Being the amonnt asked for in the general estimate. 
The experience of several years has induced the board to believe that the 
cost of the ration, including contingent expenses and losses from decay, 
will not exceed twenty cents each, and they have, therefore, framed the 
estimates at that rate, instead of tu;enty:five cents each, as heretofore. 
I. CHAUNCEY. 
NAVY COMMISSIONERS' OFFICE, 
November 19, lb38. 
D 7. 
Estimate of the rJroposed improvements and repairs to be made in 
navy yards during the year 1839, explanatory of the sixth item in the 
genera.l estimate. 
At Portsmouth, N. H 
Towards completing stone wharves 
For building launching slips -
For repairs of all kinds -
At Charlestown, l'rlass. 
For steam saw-mill and machinery 
For additional machinery and boilers to rope-walk 
For repairs of all kinds -
For filling in yard 
For repair~ of all kinds -
For extension of wharves 
For 1epairs of all kinds -
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' 
At Washington. 
For a chain-cable shop -
For extending and improving the anchor and smiths' shops, and 
for machinery for the same 




At Norfolk, Va. 
• For quay walls - · 
For a house for boiling oil 
For a store-room for keeping tar, pitch, oil, &c. 
For repairs of all kinds -
At Pensacola. 
For a giutrd-house at navy yard gate 
For a cistern to timber shed 
To complete stable for oxen 
For repairs of all kinds and levelling 
Portsmouth, N.H. 
Charlestown, Mass. 




























NoTE.-The amounts embraced in this estimate have been decided upon 
by the board, after careful examination of the recommendations of the res-
pective commandants of the navy yards, and the objects selected are those 
that are deemed indispensable for the public interests. 
NAVY COMMISSIONERS' OFFICE, 
November 19, 1838. 
I. CHAUNCEY. 
[ 1 l 62~ 
E. 
HOSPITALS. 
For completing the hospital at ~ew York -
For conveying Schuylkill water to the naval asylum, at 
Philadelphia, and for all necessary repairs - -
For current repairs to the hospital and its dependencies 
near Norfolk 
For completing the hospital buildings at Pensacola, and 






NoTE.-The sums asked for the hospitals have been limited by the 
amounts believed to be necessary for their proper preservation and advan-
tageous use. 
SUBMITTED. 
For building five brigs, or schooners, from frames collected 
under the law for the gradual improvement of the 
navy $225,000 00 
NoTE.-'rhe sum proposed for building five small vessels has been sub-
mitted, by your direction, to furnish the means of communication with our 
squadrons, which has become more necesr;ary than usual by the disturbed 
state of some of the countries near which they are employed. 
RECEIVING VESSELS. 
For the purchase of two vessels, to be used as receiving 
vessels, one to be placed near the navy yard, Philadel-
phia, and the other in the harbor of Baltimore $25,000 00 
NoTE.-The situation of the former receiving vessels at Baltimore and 
Philadelphia has rendered temporary arrangements indispensable, until 
more suitable vessels shall be authorized. 
NAVY COMMISSIONERS' OFFICE, 
November 19, 1838. 
F. 
I. CHAUNCEY. 
HEAD QuAR'.rERs oF THE MARINE CoRPS, 
Washington, October 26, 1838. 
StR: The Navy Department has directed that the estimates for the ma-
rine corps be sent to the Board of Navy Commissioners. In accordance with 
that order, they are herewith enclosed. 
I would suggest the expediency of requesting Congress to reappropriate 
the sum of $150,000, at present appropriated for the purchase of sites, and 
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the erection of barracks at Charlestown, Massachusetts, Norfolk, Virginia, 
and Pensacola. 
I remain, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
ARCHIBALD HENDERSON, 
Colonel Commandant. 
Com. IsAAc CHAUNCEY, 
President Board of Navy Commissioners. 
General estimate oj the expenses of the marine corps for the year 1839. 
There will be required for the support of the marine corps during the 
year 1839, in addition to the balances that may remain on hand on the 1st 
of January, 1839, the sum of three hundred and sixty-nine thousand seven 
hundred and ten dollars and forty-three cents, viz: 
PAYMASTER'S DEPAR'fMENT. 
1st. For the pay of officers, non-commissioned officers, musiciQ.ns, 
and privates, andsnbsistence of the officers of the marine corps 
QUARTERMASTER'S DEPARTMENT. 
2d. For provisions for the non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
privates, servants, and washerwomen serving on shore 
3d. For clothi:ag 
4th. For fuel 
5th. For the purchase of a site, and to commence the erection of 
barracks at Brooklyn, New York 
6th. For keeping barracks at the different stations in repair, and 
for rento;'tempGJrarybarracks at New York - - -
7th. For transportation of officers, non-commissioned officers, mu-
sicians, and privates, and for expenses of recruiting -
8th. For medicines, hospital supplies, surgical instruments, and 
the pay of matron and hospital stewards - -
9th. For contingencies, viz: freight, ferriage toll, wharfage and 
cartage, per diem allowance for attending courts mart1al and 
courts of inquiry, compensation to judge advocates, house rent 
where there are no public quarters assigned, per diem allow- ' 
ance to enlisted men employed in constant labor, expenses of 
burying deceased persons belonging to the marine corps, print-
ing, stationery, forage, postage on public letters, expenses in 
pursuit of deserters, candles and oil, straw, barrack furniture, 
bed sack~, spades, axes, shovels, picks, carpenters' tools, and 
for the purchase and keeping of a horse for the messenger -
lOth. For military stores, pay of armorers, keeping arms in repair, 
accoutrements, ordnance stores, flags, dn1ms, fifes, and musi-
cal instrument~ for a band. 














Excess for 1839 58,235 50 
Respectfully submitted, 
AUG. A. NICHOLSON, Quartermaster~ 
HEAD QuARTERS MARINE CoRPs, 
Quartermaster's Department, Oct. 15, 1838. 
[ 1 J 
No. 1.-Pay Department. 
Detailed estimate of pay and subsistence of officers, and pay of non-
commissioned officers, 'lnusicians, and 1Jrivates of the madne corps of 
. the United States, for the yeur 1839. 
PAY. SuBsiSTENCE. 
c ~ ~ . ;;.-.,-= .;;.-.. ~ s ~_q ctl 0 :::l ctl ~ ..d rn .c:; -o ...... C'U RANK A~D GRADE. 'i:l ~ "2 'i:l ~'i5 ·~ ""ds... 
~ 
P..;.. ...... Q.) 
t.; 
0 p..c;lO 
roo OP... a: 
;;.-.tS tS rn • g s Total. c:;P.. cSrnfl Total. 
~ ctl <l) 1-< 
<l.ll-< 0 . ;:,§~ ~ h P,.<J:;<l) lf.<l) ...... Cll 
til <l) c:l '+-< Po '+-<P.. ~t3 ~·= rJ I'Q p.. cl:- ~-<o ~~~ ;;a 
~ 
..... 0 00 
:.:> >< 0 ~f:f o#J oc.~ O<l.l z ~ r.ilZ; z Z<~ z:.a~ 
------------ ----------
Colonel commandant - 1 75 00 - - 2 $1,068 00 6 6 $876 $1,()-14 00 
Lieutenant colonel - - 1 60 00 - - 2 888 00 5 5 730 1,61800 
Majors - - - 4 50 00 - - 2 3,072 00 4 4 2,336 5,·108 00 
Adjutant and inspector 1 60 ou - 2 - 912 00 4 - 202 1,201 00 
Paymaster - - - 1 60 00 - 2 - 912 00 4 - 292 1,201 00 
Quartermaster - - 1 tiO 00 - 2 - 912 00 4 4 584 1 ,4!Hi 00 
Assi::,tant quartermaster 1 50 00 - 1 - 606 00 4 4 584 1,280 00 
Captains commanding posts 
and at sea - - 4 50 00 - - 1 2,736 00 4 4 2,336 5,0i2 00 
Captains on recruiting ser-
vice - - - 3 40 00 - - 1 1,692 00 4 4 1,752 3,444 00 
Captains - - - 3 40 00 - - 1 1,692 00 4 - 876 2,568 00 
First lieutenants command-
i:ng guards or detachments 
40 00 at sea - - - 3 - - 1 1,692 00 4 4 1,752 3,444 00 
First lieutenants - - 16 30 00 - - 1 7,101 00 4 - 4,964 12,068 00 
Second lieutenants - - 20 25 00 - - 1 7,680 00 4 - 5,810 13,520 00 
Hospital steward - - 1 18 00 - - - 216 00 1 - 73 289 00 
Sergeant major - - 1 17 00 - - 204 00 - - - 204 00 
Quartermaster sergeant - 1 17 00 00 - - 444 00 - - - 444 00 
Drum and fife majors - 2 16 00 - - - 384 00 - - - 384 00 
Orderly sergeants and ser-
geants of guards at sea - 27 16 00 - - - 5,181 00 - - - 5,184 00 
Orderly sergeants employed 
as clerks to colonel com-
mandant, adjutant and 
inspector, anu quarter-
master - - - 3 16 00 ~0 - - 1,296 00 - - - 1,296 00 
Sergeants - - - 50 13 00 - - - 7,800 00 - - - 7,800 00 
Corporals - - - 80 9 00 - - 8,640 00 - - - 8,610 00 
Drummers and Mers - 60 8 00 - - - 5,760 00 - - - 5, 760 00 
Privates - - - 932 7 00 - - 78,288 00 - - 78,288 00 
Clerk to paymaster- - 1 15 80 20 - - 429 60 1 - 73 502 60 
·Amount required for pay-
ment of bounty for re-
enlistment - - 125 - - - - 1,750 00 - - - 1, 75(:) 00 
Additional rations to officers 
for every five years' ser-
130 \·ice - - - - - - - - - - 9,490 9,490 0(1 ---- -----
for 1838 
141,451 60 32,850 174,30160 
Appropriated - - - - - - - - - 162,019 00 ---
Excess for 1839 - - - - - - - - - - 12,28260 
~ 
Respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE \V. WALKER, Paymaster Marines. 
HF.AD QuARTERS or THE MARINE CoRPs, 
Paymaster's Office, October 15, 1838. 
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HEAD QuARTERs OF THE MARINE CoRPs, 
P!lymaster's Office, November 13, 1838. 
SIR : ~J1e sum of $9,490, asked for in the estimates for the year 1839, is 
caused by the 15th section of the "Act to increase the present military estab-
lishment of the United States, and for other purposes," passed the 5th July, 
1838, wherein it is provided, "that every commissioned qjficer of the lin 
or staff, exclusive of general officers, shall be entitltd to receive one addi-.... 
tional ration perdiem,for every five years he may have served, or shall serve 
in the army of the United States." 
It has been decided by the accounting officers of the Treasury that the 
officers of the marine corps of similar grades are entitled to the benefit of 
the above mentioned provision, under the 5th section of the " Act for the 
better organization of the marine corps," passed the 30th J nne, 1834, 
which provides "that the officers of the marine corps shall be entitled to, 
and receive, the same pay, emoluments, and allowances, as are now, or may 
hereafter, be allowed to officers of similar grades in the infantry of the 
army." 
I am, very respectfully, sir,, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE W. WALKER, 
Paymaster Marines. Col. ARCHIBALD HENDERsoN, 
Com. U. S. Marine Corps, Head Quarters. 
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For provisions for non-commissioned officers, musicians, privates, and washer-
women - - - - • - - - - -
For provisions for clerks and officers' servants - - - - -
Amount reqaired for two months' rations for each soldier, as premium for re· 
~ I 6S I -5 34 
enlisting, agreeably to the act of 2d March, 1833 - - - -
Appropriated for 1838 
Deficiency for 1839 
125 
No. 3.-Clothing. 





For clothing of the non commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, at $33 per annum =- - -
For clothing for officers' serval1ts, at $33 per annum - - - - - -
For clothing for paymn.ster's clerk, at $33 per annum - - - - - · : - -
Amount required for the purchase of300 watch coats, at $8 50 each - - - - -
Amount required for two months' clothing for each soldier, as premlUm for re-enlisting sgreeably to 
the act of 2d March, 1833 - - - - - - - - - - -
-~- _ _,. 
\ ~.) ' t- • 
Appropriated for 1838 - - - - - - - - - -
Deficiency-for 1839 - - - - - - - · - ~ - - -
- ~ , -
- I -
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For what purpose required. ~ ----Q) 00 ..a <13 s "'Ci Q) 1-< Q) ...s::: ::l <:) 0 Q) 
I· 
z 0 ~ .s 
------
Colonel commandant - - - - 1 36 4 -
Lieutenant colonel south of latitude 39 - - 1 26 - -
Majors south of latitude 39 - - - 1 26 - -
Majors north of latitude 39 - - - 3 29 
Captains north or latitude 43 - - - 1 24 4 8 
Captains north of latitude 39 - - - 2 23 6 -
Captains south oilatitude 3!) - - - 3 21 2 -Staff south of latitude 39 - - - . 3 2a - -Staffnorth oflatitude 39 - - . - 1 29 -
Lieutenants north of latitude 43 . . - 2 19 1 4 
Lieutenants nerth oflatitude 39 . - - 12 18 4 -Lieutenants south of latitude 39 - - - 14 16 4 -Non-commis ioned officers, musicians, privates, 
servants, and washerwomen north of latitude 40 239 1 5 -Non-commissioned officers, musicians, privates, 
servants, and washerwomen south of latitude 40 370 1 4 
Clerk to paymaster - - - - 1 2 2 8 
Matron to hospital - • - . 1 1 4 
Commanding officer's office, Portsmouth, N.H.- 1 8 5 4 
Guard room, Portsmouth, N. H. - - - 1 25 -
Hospital, Portsmouth, N. H. - - - 1 19 1 4 
Mess room, Portsmouth, N. H. - - - 1 4 1 4 
Oftkes of the commanding officers and assistant 
quarterma~ters at Charlestown, New York, 
and Philadelphia - - - - 4 8 - -
Guard rooms at Charlestown, New York, and 
Philadelphm - - - . - 3 24 - -
Hoi'pitals at Charlestown, New York, and Phil- -
adelphia - - - - - 3 18 4 -
Mess rooms at Charlestown, New York, and 
Philadelphia - - - - - 3 4 - -
Offices of the eommandant and staff and com-
mandingofficers atheod quarters, Norfolk, and 
Pensacola - - - - . 7 7 - -
Guard rooms at head quarters, navy yard, Wash-
ington, Norfolk, and Pensacola. - - 4 21 - -
Ho~pital at head quarters, two fires . . 1 33 -
Hospitals at Norfolk and PensacolA. - - 2 16 4 -
Mess rooms for officers at head quarters, Norfolk, 
and Pensacola - - - - . 3 3 4 -
Armory at Washmgton city - - - 1 30 - -
Which, at $i per cord, is - - - - - - -
Appropriated for 1 38 - - - - - - -
Excess for 1839 - . - - - - -
Total. 
----
00 00 Q) 

















2 2 8 
1 4 
8 5 4 
25 
19 1 4 
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The only items of the estimate for the Quartermaster's Department of 
the marine corps for the year 1839, that differ from the estimate for 1838, 
are fuel a11d subsistence. 
Subsistence. 
The number of troops on shore has been reduced in accordance with in-
structions from the Navy Department, which has reduced the sum esti-
nlated for in 1838, by - - $4,785 15 
Fuel. 
The quantity of fuel estimated for is less by 106 cords and 5 
feet, caused by a reduction of the number of troops consid-
ered on shore, as stated in the item of subsistence ; but an 
addition of fitly cents per cord, agreeably to the contracts 






AUG. A. NICHOLSON, 
Quartermaster. 
Proposed for compensation for five clerks employed by the commandant 
and staff ojjicers at head quarters, in lieu of the pay, rations, clothing, 
fuel, quarters, and extra compensat-ion heretofore allowed them, as fol-
lows: 
QUARTERMASTER's DEPARTMENT. 
Chief clerk in the disbursing and subsistence department 
Clerk in the clothing and ordnance department -
PAYMASTER's DEPARTMENT. 
)ne chief clerk -
COMMANDANT's OFFICE. 
Jne clerk 
ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR'S DEPARTMENT. 
One chief clerk - . 
Proposed allowance - - -
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f;opy of table No. 10, Senate documents of 1835 and 1836, showing the 
pay and emoluments of the clerks of the commandant and .staff of the 
United States marine corps, before the act of organization, whicll, 
remain unchanged : 
,... s s:: ~ <1J ::s s p. s:: ('j lid 
>= ,... ;:I ,... 
>. ('j <1J >= <1J 
('j ;... p. c p. 
CLERKS. p.s ~ 
('j >. vi Total. p. b.o ,... t'3 
-::s C/1 s:: • ClJ p. . .... s:: ·- s p. lids Q) d>= ~ Q)$:::l .s -:S::s v ,...::s ('j .5 d ~ ..ss:: ::s ;;$:::l ::s 
~ ~ 0 ~ J:il cJ ------------------ ---- -----------------· 
First clerk to quartermaster - $20160 $73 $30 $6 $354 - $664 60 
Seeond clerk to quartermaster - 189 60 73 30 6 354 - 652 60 
·Clerk to colonel commandant 189 60 73 30 ~ 240 - 538 60 
Clerk to adjutant and inspector 18!) 60 73 30 6 240 538 60 
lerk to paymaster - - 105 60 73 - 30 14 240 . $104 566 60 ---
2,961 ()() 
Re-appropriation of $150,000, being the sum now appropriated for the 
:purchase of sites and erection of barracks at Charlestown, Massachusetts, 
Norfolk, Virginia, and Pensacola. 
Respectfully submitted. 
AUG. A. NICHOLSON, 
Quartermaster. 
HEAD QuARTERS MARINE CoRPs, 
Quartermaster's Department, October 22, 1838. 
SIR: Quadruplicate estimates for the support of the marine corps for 
'the year 1839, are herewith submitted. The amount asked for the sup-
port of the Quartermaster's Department is different from the estimates of 
last year, the cause of which is explained by the following statement. 
It will be perceived that an appropriation is proposed for the clerks of 
the commandant and staff of the corps, in lieu of the several allowances 
they at present receive. This subject was recommended to the attention 
of Congress by the late Secretary of the Navy, in his annual report of 1835, 
in accordance with which, a bill was reported by the Naval Committee of 
the Senate, but from some cause did not become a law. These clerks have 
been in the receipt of their present allowances for ten years past, during 
which time the corps has been augmented, and their duties and responsibil-
ities much increased. 
The compensations proposed appear nothing more than their services 
entitle them to; and at this time will only afford them a respectable support. 
I am, sir, &c. &c. &c. 
AUG. A. NICHOLSON, Quartermaster. 
Col. ARCHD. HENDERSON, o/c. o/c. o/c. 
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NAVY COMMISSIONERS' OFFICE, 
Ngvember 19, 1838. 
Of the items embraced in thEr general estimates for the marine corps, the 
estimated amount for purchasing a site and erecting barracks at Brooklyn, 
New York, is the only one which appears to require any remark from the 
Board of Navy Commissioners. 
Although the board have several times expressed the opinion that it is 
desirable to obtain sites and commence the erection of marine barracks near 
the stations which are most generally resorted to by our vessels of war, 
yet as it is understood to be the wish of the department that the estimates 
for the year 1839 should be limited to the objects of the most urgent im-
portance, the board suggest that this item of the estimate can probably be 
omitted with less injury to the public interests than any of the others. 
VVith respect to the proposed change in the mode of compensating the 
clerks, which is submitted for consideration, the board are of opinion that 
in determining the extent of the compensation to be granted, the pay of 
those allowed to commandants and others, at navy yards, would form the 
best guide. The pay of the first clerk to the con1mandant of a navy yard 
is established by law at nine hundred dollars, and that of the second clerk 




Ship of the line 
Frigate -
Sloop -


























G.-List of vessels in com1nission, of each squadron, their commanders, and stations. 
Names. Flag ships. Commanders of vessels. Commanders of squadrons. Stations. 
------------ --------------- --------------- -------------------
Ohio - - Flag ship- Capt. Joseph Smith - - - Commodore Isaac Hull - Mediterranean. Constitution - - Capt. W. C. Bolton - - - - - - - Mediterranean. Cyane - - Commander John Percival - - - - - - Mediterranean. 
North Carolina Flag ship~ Commodore H. E. Ballard - - Commodore H. E. Ballard Pacific. 
Lexington - - Capt: Jno. H. Clack - - - - - - - Pacific. Falmouth - - . Commander Isaac McKeever - - - - - Pacific • Enterprise - - Lt. Comdg. W. M. Glendy - - - - - - Pacific. Boxer - - Lt. Comdg. Wm. C. Nicholson - - - - - Pacific. 
Independence ;• Flag ship- Commodore Jno. B. Nicolson - Commo. Jno. B. Nicholson Coast of Brazil. 
Fairfield - Lt. Comdg. H. Y. Purvianu - - - Coast of Brazil. .. - - - -
Dolphin - Lt. Comdg. Alexr. Slidell Mackenzie - - - - Coast of Brazil . -, 
Macedon ian - Flag :ship- Commander not yet designated - Commo. A. J. Dallas - West Indies. 
Vandalia - - Commander U. P. Levy - - - - - - West Indies. Boston - - Commander Edward B. Babbit - - ·- - - West Indies. Natchez - - Commander Benjamin Page, jr. - - - - - West Indies. Ontario - - Commander W. E. McKenney - - - - - West Indies. Erie - - - Commander Joseph Smoot - - - - - . - West Indies. Levant - - Commander H. Paulding - - - - - West Indies. Warren - - Commander not yet appointed - - - - - West Indies. Grampus - Lt. Comdg. Jno. S. Paine - - - - - - West Indies, I · ..Coh1mbia - Flag ship- Commodore G. C. Read - - Commodore G. C. Read _ East Indies. 
Jolm Adams - Commander Thos. W. Wyman -
Lt. Comdg. Chas~ Wilke; 
East Indies. 
Vincennes - Flag ship- Lieut. Comdg. Chas. Wilke1> - - Exploring expedition. 
Peacock - - Lieut. Comdg. Wm. L. Hudson - - - - - Exploring expedition. Relief - - - Lieut. Comdg. A. K. Long - - - - - - Exploring expedition. . Porpoise - - Lieut. Comdg. Cadwr. Ringgold - - ' - - - Exploring expedition. Fulton- - - Capt. Chas. vV. Skinner - - - - - - Atlantic coast. Consort - - Lieut Comdg. Wm. H. Gardner - - - ~ - - Government packet running between 
~ 
~ New York and Vera Cruz. 
Woodbury - - Lieut. Comdg. Jno. S. Nicholas - - -- - Government packet running between c 
, New Orleans and Tampico, &c. ' 










A statement showing the names, rates, distribut,ion, and condition of the 
vessels in ordinary. 
At Charlestown, Mass. 
The Columbus, ship of the line-has been recently thoroughly repaired, 
and could be equipp€!d for sea at short notice. This ship is at present used 
as a receiving ship, for the accommodation of recruits. 
The Constellation, frigate-has recently returned from the West India 
station, and is supposed to require large repairs. 
The Concord, sloop of war-has recently returned from the West India 
station, and will require considerable repairs. 
At Brooklyn, N. Y. 
'rhe Washington, ship of the line-requires a general repair. 
The Franklin, ship of the line-requires a general repair. 
The Hudson, frigate-is considered unfit for sea service. This ship is 
used as a receiving ship for recruits. 
The St. Louis, sloop of war, is now under repair. 
At Philadelphia. 
The Sea Gull, an old steam vessel-very much decayed, is used for a re-
ceiving vessel, but is inadequate to the proper accommodation of recruits, 
and unfit for any other naval use. 
At Gosport, Va. 
The Pennsylvania, ship of the line-has been recently equipped, and 
could be prepared for sea in a very short time. 
The Delaware, ship of the line-has been thoroughly repaired, and could 
be soon prepared for sea. 
Tl~e Macedonian, frigate-nearly ready for sea service. 
The Potomac, frigate-requires examination and repair. 
The Bran<.lywine, frigate-is under repairs, which will be completed in 
about three months. 
The Constitution, frigate-has received the slight repairs which she re-
quired, and could be soon prepared for sea. 
The Guerriere, frigate-i£ generally decayed, and will require very ex-
tensive . repairs or to be rebuilt. 
The Java, frigate-is unfit for sea service, and is used as a receiving 
vessP-1 for recruits. 
The Warren, sloop of war-has just been repaired, aad could be soon 
equipp~d for sea. 
The Shark, schooner-has been repaired, and could be equipped for sea 
service at short notice. 
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RECAPITULATION. 
Three ships of the line, nearly ready for sea service. 
Two ships of the lime, requiring extensive repairs. 
Two frigates which could soon be ready for sea service. 
Three frigates requiring repairs, which will be soon commenced. 
Three frigates considered unfit for sea service. 
One sloop of war, nearly ready for sea service. 
One sloop of war, under repair ; and 
[ I I 
One sloop of war, requiring repairs, which will be soon given. 
One schooner nearly ready for sea service. 
One old steam vessel, so much decayed as to be unfit for any naval use. 
NAvY CoMMISSIONERs' OFFICE, 
I. CHAUNCEY. 
November 19, 1838 . 
. I . 
. A statem,ent of the vessels on the stocks at the several navy yards. 
At Portsmouth, N. H. 
One ship of the line, and one frigate. 
At Charlestown, Massachusetts. 
Two ships of the line, and one frigate. 




At Gosport, Va. 
·One ship of the line, and one frigate. 
Recapitulation. 
Four ships of the line, and six frigates. 
NoT E.--All of these vessels were commenced under the authority given 
by the acts for the gradual increase of the navy of the 29th April, 1816, 
and ... 3d March, 1831. 
NAvY CoMMISSIONERs' OFFICE, 
November 19, 1838. 
I. CHAUNCEY. 
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K 
A statement of the measures which have been adopted to carry into effect 
the acts for the gradual increase of the navy, which were approvP-d 
on the 29th Ap1·il, 1816, and 3d March, 1831. 
The ships of the line Columbus, North Carolina, and Delaware, were 
completed, and have been in service for several years. 
The hull of the Ohio ship of the line was completed and launched, un-
der this appropriation, in 1820. 
This ship has recently been repaired and equipped from the ordinary ap-
propriations, and is now about to sail fi·om New York. 
The Pennsylvania ship of the line, was launched in 1837, and the re-
maining balance of the appropriation for the gradual increase of the navy, 
with a special appropriation, were expended in preparing her for removal 
to Norfolk. This ship has since had her equipments nearly completed, 
from the ordinary appropriations. 
The frigates Brandywine, Potomac, and Columbia, have been launched, 
equipped, and employed at sea. 
Four ships of the line and six frigates remain on the stocks. They are 
generally sound, but the keels, kelsons, or dead woods of some of them are de-
cayed, and will require to be replaced before they can be launched. 
These vessels are in general so far advanced that they might, probably, 
be made ready for sea as soon as the nece5sary crews could be collected for 
them. 
The appropriation under which these vessels were commenced has been 
exhausted, and additional appropriations will be necessary, whenever it may 
be deemed expedient to complete any of them for service. 
NAVY CoMMISSIONERs' OFFICE, 
November 19, 1838. 
L. 
I. CHAUNCEY. 
Statement of the measures which have been adopted u.nder the laws for 
the gradual improvement of the navy, 'which 'Were approved 3d March, 
1827, and 2d lVlarch, 1833. 
Contracts have been entered into for live oak frames for fifteen ships of 
the line, eighteen frigates, sixteen sloops of war, nine steamers, and nine 
small vessels, brigs, or schooners. 
Of these the deliveries have been completed for four ships of the line, 
seven frigates, and four sloops of war. 
For the remaining frames, partial deliveries only have been made. By 
the terms of the contracts, the whole ought to be completed in 1841. 
The following statement shows, in greater detail, the quantities of dif-
ferent materials that have been collected, their cost, the liabilities still 
existing, and the balance which will be available for otlzer purposes 
when the whole amount of the appropriation shall be nalized. This 
statement is made up to the 1st day fif October, 183R. 
Cost of dry dock at Charlestown, Mass. 
Cost of dry dock at Gosport, Va. 





Cost of labor in receiving and stowing materials -
Purchase of land and preservation of live oak trees -
Cost of 623,025 cubic feet live oak timber 
Cost of 427,087 cubic feet white oak timber -
Cost of 10,194 white oak knees 
Cost of 252,330 cubic feet yellow pine plank stocks -
Cost of 137,505 cubic feet yellow pine beams and carl-
ings - - -
Cost of 64,74.4 cubic feet yellow pine mast and spar 
timber 
C0st of 5:m,622lbs. (57,571 sheets) of sheathing copper, 
Cost of 1,698,579 lbs. copper bolts, spikes, and nails .. 
Cost of 4,111,14.9 lbs. of iron 
'rransferred to exploring expedition -
Total expended 
Amount of appropriation as modified at last session of 
Congress 
Difference to be accounted for 
Of this sum there was in the Treasury 1st of Oc-
tober - $491,951 48 
Supposed to be in the hands of agents 
and pursers 14,292 14 
The liabilities under existing contracts, on 1st of Octo-
ber, is estimated at - - - - -
'rhe above amount of- $506,243 62 
And the appropriation due in 1839 and 
1840 - - - - 1,500,000 00 
Gives total available amount of 
And leaves available, for other purchases, the sum of 
[ 1 J 




















NOTE.-The number of frames for sloops of war, as stated in this report, . 
is six less than was stated in the report of last year. This difference arises 
from the correction of an error in the report of last year, which was occa-
sioned by inadvertently including the frames which had been contracted: 
for, under the appropriation for six small vessels, with those which had been 
contracted for under this appropriation. 
NAvy CoMMISSIONERs' OFFICE, 





Statement of the pro~ress made in carrying into effect the appropriatitm 
act of 3d March, 1837, w!tich authorized the constructiowof two sloops 
of war and six small vessels. 
The two sloops of war named the Cyane and Levant have been com-
pleted, and are both employed at sea. 
The difficulty of collecting the live oak frames in Florida, and other 
causes, have delayed the construction of the six small sloops of war. It is 
hoped that three of them will be commenced immediately, and be completed 
.ear1y in the next year. 
NAVY COMMISSIONERS' OFFICE, 
November 19, 1838 • 
I. CHAUNCEY. 
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Nl. 
Alphabetical list of inval·id navy pensioners, complete to 30th September, · 
1838. 
>-.· 
Commence- -~ Act of Congress ..C:o 
NAMES OF PENSIONERS, Rank. ment.of pen- ~·;;j under which 
OS:: allowed. SlOn. ~~ 
-------------------------
Zephaniah Allen . Marine - Mar. I, 1801 $3 00 April23,~1800 • 
Samuel Abbot . Seaman - Mar. 1, 1815 500 do. 
Peter Anderson - Seaman Mar. 28, 1814 300 do. 
James Allcorn - Sa1lingmaster - Jan. 1, 1815 20 00 do. 
Jacob Albrecht - Seaman - Aug. I, 1814 6 00 do~ 
Samuel Angers - Captain - - Jan. 1, 1814 50 00 do. 
Robert Andrews Quarter gunner - Aug. 1, 1829 4 50 do. 
Alexander Adams - - Seaman - - Oct. 6, 1812 3 00 do. 
George Alexander - - Ordinary seaman - July 19, 1814 800 do. 
JohnAgnew. Seaman - - Aug. 1, 1825 5 00 do. 
John Adams- - Seaman - Feb. 17, 1836 6 00 do. 
George Adam - Quarter gunner Dec. 31, 1836 5 62! do. 
Lemuel Bryant . Ordinary seaman - Aug. 1, 1814 8 00 do. 
Robert Berry . Seaman . June 22, 1829 600 do . 
Joseph Barrett . Quarter gunner - Ap'l 17, 1813 900 do. 
John Ball - Boatswain - July 4, 1814 9 00 do. 
Joseph Blake - Ordinary seaman - July 26, 1822 5 00 do. 
John Bennett Seaman - - Dec. 14, 1814 6 00 do. 
J0hn Burnham - Master's mate - Dec. 10, 1813 9 00 do. 
Thomas Bartlett - Seaman Nov.24, 1834 600 do. 
Samuel Bosworth - Seaman . July 3, 1823 6 00 do • 
Thomas Buchanan • - Marine . June 4, 1829 300 do. 
Samuel Bryant - Seaman - Mar. 5, 1830 300 do. 
Nathan Burr . Quarter gunner - Dec. 30, 1814 4 50 do. 
John Brown- Seaman - - July 1, 15!29 600 do. 
Peter Barnard - Ordinary seaman - Dec. 1, 1814 4 00 do. 
Edmund Brett Marine - - June 12, 1815 3 00 do. 
John Brannon - Seaman . June 28, 1815 5 00 do. 
Isaac Bassea - Ordinary seaman • May 15, 1814 5 00 do. 
John Beatty - Marine - - June 1, 1830 4 00 dG,. 
Luke Brown- Seaman - July 5, 1834 3 00 do. 
William Baggs - Marine - Mar. 1, 1814 3 00 do. 
John Baxter - - Seaman . Feb. 20, 1819 6 00 do. 
James Bell - - Seaman - Aug.23, 1823 600 do. 
Godfrey Bowman - Seaman Sep. 10, 1813 600 do. 
William Barker - Marine - July 1, 1802 600 do. 
· John Brumley - Seaman Sept. I, 1826 6 00 do. 
Jame Bantam - Ordinary seaman - July 5, 1833 4 00 do. 
Jonathan Bulkley - Midshipman - June 17, 1834 9 00 do. 
James Brown Seaman - Sept.12, 1821 800 do. 
John Berry - - Master-at.arms - Mar.l8. 1835 4 50 do. 
John Butler - - Seaman - Nov. 22, 1815 500 do. 
John Bruce - - Quarter gunner - Nov. 1, 1826 9 00 do. 
John Bostrom - Quartermaster - May 30, 1834 3 00 co. 
Peter Borge - - Captain's steward - May 19, 1834 6 00 do. 
Edward Barker Marine - - May 18, 1836 3 50 do. 
Samuel Butler Quarter gunl!ler - Aug. 28, 1815 800 do. 
Thoma' Barry - Gunner - Aug.W, 1809 5 00 do. 
Thomas Barb~r - Ordinary seaman - July 6, 1836 5 00 do. 
John Bevins - - Quarter gunner - Feb. 24, 1837 7 50 do· 
William Bayne Quarter gunner Oct. 22, 1833 3 50 do. 
David C. Bunnel Seaman Ap'l 27, 1813 3 00 do. 
T homas Bowden - Quartermaster - Dec. 7, 1837 4 00 do. 
J ames Barker - Qnartermaster Ap'l 20, 1836 A 00 do. 
Alfred Batts - Ordinary seaman - Oct. 24, 1833 5 00 do. 
J ames Barron Captain - June 22, 1807 25 00 do. 
Robert Butler - QuartEr gunner Ap'l 30, 1835 3 75 do 
J ohn B.rown, 4th - Seaman Aug.?l , 1825 3 QO de ; 
{I J 638 
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Commence- ~~=::: ActofCongre ,..Qo 
.NAMES .OF PENSIONERS. Rank. ment .of pen- ~.+Vi under which 
01=::: allowed. swn. ~& 
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George T. Bassett - - Surgeon - - Aug. 20, 1830 $25 00 April 23,1800. 
Edward Barry - - Surgeon - - July 4, 1837 4 50 do. 
Leonard Chase - - Ordinary seaman - Aug. 1, 1828 5 00 do, 
John Clements - - Seaman - - Dec. 29, 1812 6 00 do. 
Robert Cathcart - - Seaman - - Sept. 20, 1816 6 00 do. 
George Cornell - - Captain's mate - Sept. 10, 1813 9 00 do. 
John C. Chaplin - - Seaman - - May 21, 1831 6 00 do. 
Nathaniel Chapman- - Quarter gunner - June 10, 1815 9 00 do. 
James Cole - - - Se:::.mun - - May 1, 1823 5 00 do. 
John Collin8 - - - Seaman - - Feb. 9,1813 6 00 do. 
Francis Covenhoven - Ordinary seaman - June 22, 1807 3 75 do. 
John Cole - - - Ordinary seaman - F eb. 6, 1832 5 00 do. 
Robert Carson - - Ordinary seaman - J nne 26, 1821 500 do. 
Daniel H. Cole - - Marine - - Dec. 27, 1833 300 do. 
George Coomes - Seaman - - July 1, 1825 8 00 do. 
Enos R. Childs - . M1dshipman - Ap'l 2, 1823 9 50 ·do. 
William Cantrlll - . Marine - - Ap'l R, 1830 2 00 do . 
Stephen Champlin . - Lieutenant - - Sept. 3, 1814 20 00 do. 
Edward Carr - - Seaman - - May 13,1835 6 00 do. 
'Villiam Cook - - Cabin cook- - June 30, 1836 4 50 do. 
John Clough- - - Sailingmaster - June 4, 1829 15 00 do. 
David Connor - - Lieutenant - - May 23, 1815 16 66! do. 
Alexander Claxton - - Midshipman - Oct. 18, 1812 7 12! do. 
Horatio N. Crabb - - 1st lt. marine corps Jan. I, 1831 7 50 do. 
John S. Chauncey - - Midshipman - Sept. 30, 1817 4 75 do. 
Thoma~ R. plarke - - Ordinary seaman - Feb. 18, 1823 2 50 do. 
Ed ward Cordeven - - Seaman - - Feb. 28, 1836 3 00 do. 
John Clark - - - Seaman - - May 31, 1825 3 00 do. 
John Clark - - - Boatswain's mate - Jan. 15, 1838 7 12! do. 
Horace Carter - - Landsman- - Jan. 22, 1838 3 00 do. 
John David ·on - - Landsman - - Mar. 1, 1801 20 00 do. 
Stillman Dodge - - Ordinary seaman - May 1, 1831 3 33k do. 
John Dunn - - - Marine - - July 1, 1818 3 00 do. 
Jacob Domes - - Seaman - - July 1, 1802 8 50 do. 
John Daniels - - Quartermaster - Sept. 7, 1816 9 00 do. 
Richard Dunn - - Seaman - - Jan. 1, 1829 6 00 do. 
Samuel Daykin - - Marine - - Oct. 22,1834 3 00 do. 
John Dirn.gen - - Seaman - - Dec. 22, 1815 5 00 do. 
Matthia~ Douglass - - Seaman - - Ap'l 23, 1814 10 00 do. 
Owen Deddolph - - Gunner - - June 25, 1814 1000 do. 
vVilliam Dnnn - - Gunner - - Oct. 8, 1835 lO 00 do. 
Daniel Denvers - - Manne - - Oct. ~2, 1835 300 do. 
Jo~eph Dalrymple - - Seaman - - Feb. 24, 1814 4 50 do. 
Marmaduke Dove - - Sailingmaster - Ap'l 20, 1833 5 00 do. 
ohn Downes - - Master command'nt Nov. 28, 1813 10 00 do. 
John A. Dickason - - Carpenter - - Aug.10, 1835 3 33! do. 
Ebenezer Day - - Ordinary seaman - June 1, 1813 1 66! do. 
James Darley - - Ordinary seaman - Mar. 1, 1838 5 00 do. 
James D1xon - - Seaman - - Nov. 1 I, 18:35 3 00 do. 
J 
Ebenezer Evans - - Seaman - - Mar 2, 181::! 6 00 do. 
Thomas Edwards - - Quartermaster - Jan. 1, 1823 9 00 do. 
Je~se Elem - - - Marine .. - Aug. 1, 1828 6 00 do. 
Gardner Edwards - - Ordinary seaman - Jpne 4, 1814 5 00 do. 
Jacob Eastman - - Cooper - - July 3, 18:28 4 00 do. 
'I'hom'1s English - - Ordinary seaman - May 14, 1832 5 00 do. 
Wil:iam Evans - - Marine - - May 1, 18:;7 3 00 do. 
Abner Euos - - - Master's mate - Jan. 4, 1830 G 00 do. 
Franr.is H . Ellison - - Sailing master - Dec. 27, 1830 15 co do. 
D. S. Edwards - - Surgeon's mate - June 28, 1822 7 50 do. 
Alvin Ed on - - 1st lt. marine corps Feb. 6,1832 7 50 do. 
George Ed wards - - Boy, (1st class) - May 21,1837 400 do. 















John Geyer - -















John M. Garr 
James Glass -




James D. Hammond: 
John Hamilton 
Elijah L. Harris 
John Hoxse -
Garret Hen ricks 








Isaac T. H artlee 
Samuel Hambleton -






William L. Hudson 










Act of Congress 
under which 
allowed. 
- --- ------ ------ ----------
Surgeon's mate July 1, 1801 
Marine May 18, 1799 
Landsman - Aug. 1, 1827 
Marine May 10, 1830 
Seaman June 4, 182!} 
Seaman Ap'l 19, 1834 
Seaman - May 15, 1835 
Q.uartermaster Ap'l 21, 1834 
Master-at-arms June 4, 1829 
Marine June 27, 1837 
Lieutenant - Oct. 31, 1800 
Sailingmaster - Feb. 19, 1827 
Seaman July 7, 1837 
Seaman Dec. 31, 1836 
Seaman - Ap'l 6, 1815 
Q.uartermast€r - Jan, 1, 1819 
Ordinary seaman - July 1, 1R31 
Seaman - Jan. I, 1832 
Marine May 28, 1830 
Se:itman May 20, 1813 
Ordinary seaman - Nov. 24, 1833 
Marine June 4, 182!) 
Seaman Ap'l 9, 1829 
Seaman. - Aug. 3, 1827 
Ordinary seaman - Dec. 12, 1834 
Ordinary seaman - May 11, 1835 
Seaman - Jan. 1, 1832 
Ordinary seaman - Jan. 14, 1818 
Lt. col. marine corps Jan. 5, 1835 
Seaman - - Jan. 1, 1829 
Steward - Nov. 11, 1832 
Se1g't. marine corps Oct. 24, 1836 
Seaman July 15, 1825 
Ordinarv seaman - Jan. 14, 1806 
Ordinary seaman - Oct. 16, 1799 
Q.uarter gunner July 1, 1814 
Seaman Dec. 29, 1812 
Seaman May 1, 1R27 
Marine Sep. 25, 1833 
Seaman Aug, 15, 1800 
- Seaman Aug. 9, 1834 
Corporal's mate July 1, 1814 
Ordinary seaman - Dec. 25, 1819 
Seaman Feb. 18, 1814 
Seaman Mar. 4, 1830 
- Q.uartermaster Oct. 20, 1830 
Seaman Mar. 8, 1834 
Seaman July 1, 1829 
Seaman May 9, 1834 
Sailingmaster April 1, 1817 
Purse r Sep. 10, 1813 
Ordinary se~man - July 3, 1815 
Q.uarter gunner Aug. 1, 1827 
Ordinary seaman - Jan. 1, 1832 
Seaman Dec. 7, 1805 
Seaman June 25, 1813 
Ordinary seaman - June 30, 1836 
Sailingmaster - July 6, 1817 
Ordinary seaman - Aug. 28, 1R37 
Landsman - - Jan. 15, 1838 
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homas Jackson, 2d 
yl<ester Jameson 
dward Ingram 





















































































p atrick McLaughlin 










muel Me Isaacs 
mes ·Moses 
illiam Moran 
os Marks En 
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----------------------
Boatswain's mate - May 3I, I838 $7 I2! April2S, 1800, 
Midshipman - July 31, 1821 4 50 do. 
Seaman - - Aug. 1, 1828 6 00 do. 
Seaman - . Mar. 4, 1816 500 do. 
Seaman . . Mar. 28, 1814 6 00 do. 
Quartermaster . June I, 1813 900 do. 
Seaman - - Aug. I, I828 6 00 do. 
Boatswain - - April 1, 1831 500 do. 
Lieutenant - - Dec. I4, 1814 20 00 do. 
Ordinary seaman - Dec. 7, 1805 4 00 do. 
Ordinary seaman - April 1, 181!) 5 00 do. 
Seaman - - Oct. 27, 1835 600 do. 
Boatswain's mate - Jan. 27, 1836 9 50 do . 
Seaman - - Mar.15,1836 6 00 do . 
Captain of foretop - Sep. 20, 1836 3 75 do. 
Boy - - Aug. 24, I8I4 2 25 do. 
Pnvate m. corps - Feb. 20, 1837 I 75 do. 
Ordinary seaman - June31, 1815 2 50 do. 
Seaman . - Jan. 25, 1837 4 50 do. 
Marine - - Aug.24, 1814 4 50 do. 
Quarter gunner - July l, 1825 4 50 do . 
Master·at· arms . May22, 1819 9 00 do. 
Ordinary seaman - May 6,1829 500 do. 
Serg't marine corps Jan. I, 1832 500 do. 
Marine - - April 3, 1834 500 do. 
Master-at-arms - ~ep. IO, 1813 9 00 do. 
Seaman . - Apr. 25, 1815 4 00 do. 
Seaman - - Oct. 31, 1835 450 d<J. 
Gunner - - Aug. 30, 1834 500 do. 
Quarterml'lster - Mar. 27, 1830 600 do. 
Quarterml'l.Ster - Oct. 11, 1813 900 do. 
Marine - - Dec. 12, 1813 400 do. 
Quartermaster - July 1, 1820 600 do. 
Marine - - June 8, 1819 300 do. 
Ordinary seam:m - Dec. I, 1814 5 00 d0 . 
Cook - - Mar. 25, 1816 8 00 do . 
Boatswain's m:>1te - Jan. I, 1832 900 do. 
Marine - - April 5, 1834 200 do. 
Marine - . Dec. 30, 1811 I 75 do. 
Seaman - - Nov. 30, 1834 4 50 do. 
Seaman - - July 26, 1827 600 do. 
Ordinary seaman - July 30, 1837 5 00 do. 
Ordinary seaman - Jan. 15, 1838 250 do. 
Seaman - - Apr. 23, 1835 600 do. 
Seaman - - July 1, 1829 900 do. 
Quarter gunner - June 20, 1836 750 do. 
Ordinary seaman - Oct. 23, 1819 500 do. 
Boatswain's mate - Aug. 1, 1831 9 00 do. 
Quarter gunner - Mar.28,1814 800 do . 
Ordinary seaman - Nov. 2, 1807 600 do. 
Seaman - Sept. 10, 1813 500 do. 
Ordinary seaman - Nov. 1, 1615 500 do. 
Seaman - Aug. 5, 1822 6 00 do. 
Ordinary seaman - May 1, 1827 5 00 do. 
Seaman - May 1, 1827 G 00 do. 
SP.aman - Nov. 1, 1828 6 00 do. 
Boy - July 30, 1814 5 00 do. 
Purser's steward - Apr. 23, 1816 9 00 do. 
Seaman - Dec. 5, 1815 6 00 do. 
Ordinary seaman - Feb. 16, 1815 500 do. 
Seaman - June I, 1832 3 00 do. 




Act of Congres:. ~o 
XA~!I';S OJ,' PE"l"SIONERS. Rank. ment _of pen- =·(ii under which 
SLOn. § ~ al\.owed. ~~ 
-----------~- ------- ----- -----
John 1\'litchcll Quartermaster June 11, 1832 5i8 00 .April 23, 1800 
.Matthew McMurray Seaman Sept. 1, 1827 ti 00 do. 
Thomas Miller Seaman Ocl. 2:3, 1829 4 oo· do. 
Matthias McG.ili Seaman May 28, 1814 800 de. 
John Moore Seaman Dec. 4, 1817 fj 00 do. 
Archibald Moffh t Ordin'lry seaman " Jllne l, 1832 5 00 do. 
· Hamlet Moore Ordiaary ~eaman - Or·.t. 6, 1A:31 r; 00 do. 
James Mount Marine Sept. I, 1830 3 25' do. 
John Meigs Seaman July l, 1819 10 00 do. 
Thomas Murdock SeamaiL June 30, 1836 (j 00 do. 
John Mnnroe Seaman July 22, 1835 300 do. 
Richarn Merchant Marine June 30, 182-1 1 75 do. 
John McMahon Ordinary seaman - July 9, 183ti 5 00 do. 
Samuel Miller Capt. marine corp:> Aug. 2-1, 1814 10 00 do. 
James McDonnell Seaman Dec. 31, 18:-l-'J 3 00 do. 
Charles Morri:s Lientenant Aug. 19, 1812 12 50 do. 
John T. McLau~hlin Passed lmidshipman Fe h. 8, 1837 ~ 3n do. 
Jacob Marks Private TIL corps - June 30, 1810 ~) 43¥ (10. 
George Marshall Gunner Mar. 31, 1825 2 50 da. 
James McDonnell Corporal m. C""PS Dec. :H, 181'1 2 25 do. 
Edward Martin Seaman Mar. 3, 1837 3 GO do. 
Samuel Meade Scamnn Oct. 19, 18:37 3 00 do. 
W m. P. McArther l\hdshipm~n Jan. 15, 1838 4 75 do. 
John Marston,jr. Midsbipvnn Dec. 31, 1814 <1 75 do. 
\Villiam Mervine Midshipman Nov. 28, 1812 3 (:itiJ do. 
vV illiam Micldletou Seaman Jan. 1, 1837 8 00 <lc. 
James Mount Sergeant June 7, 1837 :::: 25 do. 
James Nickerson Seaman Jan. 15, 1815 6 00 do. 
John Nug-ent Seaman Aug. H, 1813 fj 00 dn. 
John F. Noyer Marine July 1, 18:26 5 00 ctn . 
vVilliam Napier Corporal m. corps .Tnly l, 182G 4 01) do. 
Thomas Nash Ordmary seaman Jan 2!, 1834 5 00 do. 
John Neilson Quarter gunner Jan. J, 183:] ~} 00 do. 
James Nagle Seaman June 30, 1834 f> 00 dL). 
David Newbury Ordinary seaman ~ Apr. l:j, 1836 2 50 .U.o. 
Francis B. Nichols Midshipman June 1, IRl~ 4 7!> du. 
vVilliam Newton Ordinary ~pa:nan - flcpt I ' lR14 1 2:.> do. 
l:c;aac Omans Seaman .1 UI~C 2ri, 1: l:~ l (j 0) do. 
Samuel Odiorne Seaman nee. 2-1, 182;) fi 00 do. 
John Otterwell .Mate Feb. Hi, L815 6 00 do . 
Asael Owens Seaman .Tan. 22, 1838 :3 00 do. 
Thomas B. Parson· Seaman Sept. 1, 1808 6 00 do. 
William Perry Seaman Apr. 9, 18'25 G 00 do. 
John Peterson Ordinary c·e:umm - Sebt. 10, 181:{ !l -oo Llo. 
Usher Parsons Surgeon Fe). 7, 1816 ]2 5') rlu. 
William Parker Seaman Apr. 27, 1813 (j {)0 d(l. 
Stephen Phyfer Ordinary seaman - Apr. 4, 1825 7 -oo do. 
John Piner Ordinary seaman - Nov. G. 1828 5 {)0 do. 
Daniel Peck Seaman July 1; 18~ (j {)0 do. 
John Price Seaman :\'lay 11' 1835 li {)0 do. 
Charles Pasture Seaman Mar. 4., 1815 5 {)0 do. 
Neale Patterson Seaman July 1, 1820 A 00 do. 
James Perry Ship's corporal Sept. l, 1827 9 '00 do. 
Thomas Payne Saling master Feb. 7,1834 20 00 do. 
Peter Pierson Seaman Mar. 30, 1836 (i 1)0 do. 
Payne Perry Seaman Apr. 6, 1815 6 00 April 2,1816. 
Joseph Peck Seaman Dec. W, 1836 2 50 April23, 1800. 
Charles T. Platt Lieutenant June 4, 1829 25 00 do. 
Samuel Philips Carpenter Mar.23,1815 7 50 do. 
N. A. Prentiss Sailing master Nov. 30, 1814 1000 do 
John Percinl Lieutenant Dec. 22, 18~5 12 50 do. 
41 
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NAMES OF PENSIONERS. 
--- ----~--~-
David Quil!P. - -
Peter Quantin - . 
Nathan Rolfe - . 
James Rodgers - . 
Edward Ross . . 
Edward Rowland . . 
Rosnante Rhodes - -
John Rice - - -
William Robinson - . 
John Rogers - . 
John Romeo- . -
John Randall - -
John Riley - . -
John Richards . -
Benjamin Richardson -
Alonzo Rowley - -
John Roberts - -
B. S. Randolph - -
John Revel - - -
John Rodgers . -
James C. Reed . -
James Roberts - -
Samuel Rose - -
John Richmond - -
S~muel Riddle - -
John Robinson - -
James Rei(l - - -
Thomas Riley - -
Daniel Rigg.~ - -
Nathaniel Staples - -
Aaron Smith - -
Patrick Scanton - -
Benjamin Steven, ~ -
Otis Sage - - -
Stephen Simpson - -
William Smith -· -
John Shriver - -
John Schronder -
Robert Scatterly - -
Jon as A. Stone - -
'Villiam Srtchc.:: - -
Eli Stewart - - -
Harmon Sutton - -
'Villiam Stockdale - -
Thomas Smith - -
TP.omas J. Still - -
Richard S. Sutor - -
William Smart -
Charles Sheetor - -
Robert Speddin - -
J aeob Schriver - -
'Villiam Seymore - -
Thomas H. Stevens - -
George Stanfield - -
Joseph Smith - . 
John Smith - - -
James Shanklin - -
Leonard Stevens - -
Alfred Smith - -
John Smith - - -




Rank. ment of pen-
sion. 
------- -----
Quartermaster - Feb. 20, 1815 
Ordinary seaman - Dec. 17, 1813 
Seaman - . Dec. 14, 1813 
Sailing master - July 27, 1815 
Boy - . Jan. 1, 1827 
Ordinary seaman - Sept 11, 1814 
Seaman - - Dec. 5, 1815 
Seaman - . July 19, 1830 
Marine - . June 5, 1817 
Carpenter's yeoman May 1~, 1832 
Ordinary sejiman - April 1, 1828 
Marine - - Sept. 2, 1805 
Marine - - July 1, 1831 
Quarter gunner - Oct. 20, 1829 
Master's mate - Oct. 8, 1829 
Ordinary seatmm - Mar. 15, 1836 
Seaman - - June 1, 1813 
Midshipman - Oct. 7, 1815 
Ordinary seaman - Aug. 20, 1833 
Captain - - June 23, 1812 
Ordinary seaman - Mar. 5, 1837 
Quarter gunner - Ap'l 14, 1832 
Seaman - - May 24, 1836 
Marine - - July 31, 1816 
Seaman - - June 30, 1836 
Master'!5 mate - Jan. 31, 1814 
Ordinary seaman - Jan. 14, 1838 
Gunner - - June 23, 1837 
Ordinary seaman - May 18, 1836 
Seaman - - May 1, 1833 
Ordinary seaman - Aug. 1,1828 
0Tdinary seaman - Jan. 1, 1811 
M::tster's mate . June 27, 1814 
Corporal m. corps - Nov. 16, 1835 
Marine - - Nov. 16, 1835 
Ordinary seaman - June 1,1827 
Seaman - - Ap'l 10, 1811 
Seaman - - June 29, 181!) 
Seaman . - Mar. 28, 1812 
Seaman - - April 4, 182:1 
Musician m. corps- Jan. 1, 1834 
Master's mate - May 20, 1814 
Seaman - - July 1, 1829 
Marine - - July 26, 1816 
Boatswain - - April 6, 1815 
Marine - - Jan. 1, Hl32 
Midshipman Dec. 16, 1814 
Ordinary seaman - July l, 182!) 
Boatswain's mare - Nov. 1, 1832 
Lieutenant - - Dec. 5, 1823 
Scam:m - - Mar.l5, 1836 
Seam an - - Feb. 17, 1836 
Mid::-hipman - Nov. 28, 1812 
Seaman - June 7, 1837 
Lieutenant - - Sept. 11, 1814 
Boatswain - - Dec. 31, 1837 
Ordinary seaman - June 1, 1813 
Sergeanl m. corps - Jan. 27, 1837 
Ordinary seaman - Sept. 27, I 837 
Seaman - - Aug. 31, 1834 
Seaman - - July 26, 1836 
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NAMES OF PENSIONERS. 
---------------------
James Smith - -
Thomas Stalling -
John Strain - ~ -
John S1evens - -
Jeremiah Sullivan - -
Horace B. Sawyer . 
.Tames Trumbull - -
Owen Tavlor - -
Henry Townsen t - -
David Thoma.~ - . 
Phillips Tnlly -
Isaac Thomas . -
'Villiam Thomlhou- . 
John Tarlton - -
James Tnll - - -
George Tunstall - -
James Thomp:,on - -
Thomas 'findley -
Julius Terry- -
B. R. Tinslar -
Peter Tooley - -
Benjamin Utulcn\·ootl 
George Upham - -
'Villiam Venabl e - -
Gabriel Vanhorn - -
Nicholas Verpla.st - -
Caleb Higgins - -
Charles F. Wald o - -
Peter vVoodbury - -
Reuben Wright - -
John \Villiams - -
John Waters - . 
WilliamS. 'Velsh -
Solomon \Vhitc - -
John Wright, 1~t - -
Charles W ecks -
James B. Wri~ht - -
Henry vVar<l -
Robert M. Wilson - -
James Vlines - -
Thomas Ward - -
"T"illiam W'illiams - -
'Villiam A. Wean:-r -
Joseph Ward - -
J aml"s Wilson - -
James Williamson -
William W'hitney - -
John A. Web. Lcr - -
William Wicks -
Charles Wilson - -
James WoodhOitse - -
'Villiam Ward - -
Charles Wheeler ~ -
John Wright, 2d -
William Wel:;h - -
Charles W. ·whire -
Marvel Wilcox . -
Elias Wiley - - -
R. D. Wainwright - -




Rank. ment of pen-
sion. 
--------- -----
Ordinary seaman Dec. 2, 1837 
0 rdinary ~eaman - Nov. 7, 1826 
Seaman - - Feb. 28, 1837 
Quartermaster May 21, 1831 
SeRman - - June 30, 183 7 
Midshipman - June 3, 1813 
Ordinary seaman - April 6, 1815 
Seaman . - Ang. 19, 1812 
Ordiuary seamn.n - Dec. 18, 1814 
Marine - - Jan. 1, 1806 
Seaman - - Jan. 10, 1816 
Marine . Ocr. 30, 1826 
Ordinary seaman May 20, 1826 
Ordinary seaman - Mar. 8, 18a3 
Ser;;eanr m. corps - .T nne 2!l, 18Hi 
SPatn:m - - Ap'l 11, l83fi 
Seaman - - June :lO, 1836 
Seaman - - April G, 1815 
Ordinary seaman - Aug. 3!, 1812 
Surgeon - - Jan. 31, 1830 
Marine - - Jan. 27, 1837 
Ordinary seaman - Ap'l 24, 1815 
Manne - - July 12, 1816 
Boatswain's mate - Mav 2, IEm4 
Marine - - Dec. 23, 1837 
Marine - - June21, 1835 
Ordinary seaman - May23, 1814 
Master's matP- - Mar.18, 1813 
Quartermaster - Mar.18, 1813 
Carpenter's mate - Ang. 30, 1814 
Seaman - - Jnly I, 1818 
Ordinary seaman April24, 1824 
Seaman - - May 1, 1827 
Seaman - - Feb. 29, 1812 
Quarter gunner - Sept. 6, 1835 
Seaman - - Feb. 23, 1830 
Quartermaster - 1\Iay 1, 1831 
Quarter gunner - May 27, 1833 
Master's mate - Jan. 1, 1816 
Seaman - - Mar. 28, 1824 
Captain of fore top Jan. B, 183:> 
Marine - - July 9, 1828 
Midshipman - June 1, 1813 
Seaman - - July 1, 1818 
Quartermnster Jnly 1, 1817 
Armorer - - Sept. 1, 1~31 
Seaman - Nov. 1, 1818 
Sailingma'lter - Sert. 13, 1814 
Ordinary seaman - AU"'. 4, 1813 
Qnartermaster - Oct. 1) 1826 
Seaman - - Mar. 17, 183G 
Seaman - - Aug. 1, 1832 
Seaman - - Oct. 3, 1836 
Quarter gunner - Nov. 7, 1836 
Ordinary seaman - Jan. 1, 1822 
Ordinary seaman - Feb. 17, 1837 
Carpenter's mate - Jan. I, 1821 
Ordinary seaman - Sept. 10, 1813 
Lieut. marine corps Aug. 27, 1810 
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N !-Continued. 
II 
Commence- >." Act of Congress .... o ...c::o 
NAMES OF PENSJO~ERS. Rank. ment of pen- ~-(jj under which 
sion. oo allowed. ~8. 
---------------------------- --------------· --- -------
William Wright - - Seaman - - Aug. 31, 1832 $3 00 April23, 1800. 
Thomas Williamson - Surgeon - - Dec. 31, 1835 15 00 do. 
Robert Woods - - Seaman - - Dec. 31, 183G 6 00 do. 
Job G. Williams - - 1st lieut. m. corps - J up.e 30, 18ZB 7 50 do. 
John Williams - - 1st capt. of foretop - Sept. 91 1836 1 87~ do. 
Edward Watts - - Seaman - - Dec. 31, 1828 3 00 do. 
Henry Walpole - - Seaman - - Oct. ~, 1820 300 do. 
Jack Williams - - Seaman - - Mar, 22, 1828 6 00 do. 
Francis Williams - - Landsman - - Jan. I5, I838 I 00 do. 
George Wiley - - Seaman - - Mar. I, 1837 3 00 do. 
Henry Williams - - Ordinary ~eaman - Mar. 3, 1838 5 00 do. 
James L. Walsh - - Ordinary seaman - April30, 1837 500 do. 
Thomas Welsh - - Quarter gunner - Feb. 26, 1820 12 00 do. 
Samual Williams - - Quartermaster - Sept. 1, 1827 600 do. 
William Wagner - - Quarter gunner - Dec. 3, 1819 9 00 do. 
Robert Woods - - Seaman - - Dec. 31, 1836 300 do. 
John Young- - - Lieutenant - - May 21, 1829 25 00 do. 
The number of invaliJ pensioners is 440. Annual amount to pay them $33,496 23. 
645 [I J 
~ 2. 
Alphabetical list of widow pensioners, complete to September 30, 1838. 
I 











Act of Congress 
under wh1ch 
allowed. 

















:\1ary Davis w 
Dorothy M. Evans -
Jane Evan·> 




Ann R. Edwards 
Mary Ford 
Abigail Fernald 




~\Iary Fon e:t 
Eliza l\1. Fortin 
Lucy Flagg 
:\Iary GriJhn 
::'.1argaret F. Green -
Eliza Grayson 
~<'phi a Gardnet· 
Elizabeth C. Gray 
Hannah L. Gamhl,! 




.Ann· T. Green 





.\hrv S. Gadsc1en 
Mary E. Holbert 
Phebe Hamersley 
Sarah Higgins · 
Diana Hardy 
nsan Harraden 
Ellen Nora Hanbury 
There-.:a Hoffman -
Eliza Henley 
Mary R. H;),tch 
Phebe W. Hoffma:1 -




































Captain m. corps -
Master commandant 
Boatswain -
Major marine corps 










Master commanr1an t 





Sergeant m. corps -






May 3, 1837 
Ap'l 16, 18:23 
May 20, 1R~S 
Dec. 19, IH31 
Ap'l 9, IS:3ti 
J nne ::!7, 183G 
Ap'l l!J, 1 'n3 
Mar. 2~, 1820 
Aug. 10, 1800 
Aug-. 3, 18~{() 
Ap'l 2:~, 1823 
July 31, 1823 
June 27, 1837 
Jan. 25, 1838 
Aug.3(}, 1837 
Jan. (j, 1820 
July 1, 1R23 
July !), 18:32 
June 2, 18~<1 
Dec. 20, 1Rl2 
June 2, 1831 
Ap'l 12, 1837 
Dec. 31, 1 06 
Jan. 1, 1838 
Ap'l 20, 1Rl5 
Feb. 24, 1815 
Oct. 1, 18"25 
Jan. 20, 183G 
Aug. 10, 1800 
July 24, 1814 
:VIar. 11, 1832 
Jan. 28. 183:~ 
Ap'l 20, lRHi 
Nov. 1, 1814 
Nov. I 1, 1831 
June :30, 182:3 
Sept. I, 1815 
Feb. 15, 183fi 
Sept. 11, 1P.3G 
July 25, 183-1 
Ap'l 2R, 1835 
Feb. 2, 18:16 
May 9, 1R36 
Aug. 2.1, 1Rl2 
Aug. 25, 1H13 
Mar.29, 1837 
DeC'. 28, 1R3l 
A p'l 28, 1825 
Oct. 1, 1837 
Aug.2R, 1812 
June :30, 1834 
Oct. 1, 1823 
Sept. 28, 1834 
Sept.lO, HH3 
Jan.. 20, 1818 
Jan. 4, 1825 
Sept. 19, 1837 
May23, 1835 
Feb. 5, 1814 
Dec. 10, 1834 
































































March 3, 1837 
March 3. 1817 















Jnne 30, 1831 
June 30, 1834 
March4, 18B 




March 4, 1811 
do. 
June 30, 1834 
do. 
March 3, 1837 
do. 
June :30, 1831 
March 3, 1837 
do. 
;,larch 3, 1817 
June 30, 183,1 
March 3, 1817 
do. 













June 30, 1834 
March 3, 1817 
June 30, 1834 
March 4, 1814 
.Tan. 20, 1813 
June 30, 183! 
do. 
do. 
Jan. 20, 1813 
Jnne 30, 1834 
do. 
June 20, 181. 
::-\A:\IES OF PEN;>IO:-.!ERS. 
Cornelia Hobbs -
1' 1ary Ann II. Holme~ 
Mary S. Hunter -
Hannah Hammond -




:\1 try A. Horsley 
:\Llry Hanna 
1\ nn J. Holmes 
H ·becca Hig3ms -
~·.uah.A . Huntt 
"'t!ary Hackle:on 
.ri.bigai l .Tone: 
Ellen Jenkins 
. \Iary Jones 
:\lar]a T. Johnson 







:\Jary Ar:n Jack.;un -
There!:'a Jones -
J\bigai l Kitchen -
l f::rriet .J. Kissam -
F.Jiza Kitts -




Frances .\1. LeY;i · -
-Diz: IPih La~dner -
S.uah nnn Lr·~tt -
Deborah Lindsa)' 
lJetsey Low - -
Susannah Lippincott 
Ann G. McCullon~h 
.T ane Moulton 
Ann l\f:ntin -
Phebe ~v'Jont!.:·o:11E'IV­
Lydia 1\Ia<.:abee · -
'Jarah Matthews -
Ann l\1 idlen - -
:Nin.ry E. t tcPherson 
;~liza Manry -
.Mary l\fe1 Tcl!y -
Catharine ,\1 i chell -
Ehzabeth 1Ja} - -
R~chel .;\-larshall -
Rebecca. McGee -
Elizabeth ~l\1cM tt nrie 
I Tc,· ter 1\lu rphy -
Catharine McLaughlin 
Elizahelh l\la.rtin -
/ '._bigail :\Torg·an 
Saroline Momei·h 







































Sea nan - -


















Corporul m. corps -









April 3, 1836 
Sept. 8, 1833 
Feb. 2·1, 1823 
Nov. 10, 1817 
Sept. 9, 1830 
May 1:3, 1811 
Aug-. 7, 1815 
May 25, 1834 
Septr. 8, 1831 
Jan. 17, 1837 
Aug. 2Z, 183G 
Hept. :30, lli37 
April 4, IR3i 
Dec. 5, 1812 
Ap'l ~0, 1815 
Jnne 2, 1825 
Jan. 29, 182!) 
Jan. 30, 1814 
~ov. 11, 1823 
Sept. 1, 1827 
Dec. ~li, 18:)() 
Ap'l 10, 18:17 
Aug.l6, !ROO 
Feb. 21, 1833 
Ang.ll, 1818 
iVlay 2, lR38 
Jtme 21i, 1810 
Au~. 16, 1800 
Oct. G, 1828 
Sept. 2i, 1Rl9 
Ang. il, IR37 
Aug. 1, lR:34 
Jnnt~ 1,1813 
June ::JO, 1~32 
Sept. 1, 1815 
J\Iar. 4, 1835 
Sept. II, lR2J 
May 11}, 1826 
Sept. 1, 1815 
Jan. 1, 1838 
Aug. 2"1, 1H14 
Apr. 20, 1815 
Apr. 20, 1815 
Jan. :-l, 1828 
Ang. (1, 1R34 
L To~•, 30, 1811 
Sept. 15, 1814 
Apr. 28, 18·21 
June 2-1, 1823 
.Nov. ~!1, 1831 
N'qv. 20, 1R3:3 
Sepl. 3, 18:~4 
Dec. 31, 1R27 
Jan. 2(), 1 8:30 
:Mar. '2:3, 183G 
Dec. 213, 183 I 
Feb. l.i, 1Fi37 
Sept. 1, 182!) 
i\lar.l2, IRJ:~ 
Oct. Hi, 1 l!l 


































































June 20, 18l:l 













Jan. 20, HW~ 
June 30, 1tl3J 
do . 
Jan. ~0, 181:1 
March 3, 181-; 
June 30, 1834 
do. 






June :30, lb3J. 
t1o. 
March ~. 1837 
do. 
J unc 30, IS:H 
Jan. 20, un:~ 
J nne 30, 18:!4 
March 3, 1817 
June 30, 183,1 
do. 
March ~:, L 37 
rlu. 
do. 
Jan. 20, 181:~ 
March 4, 181 ·1 
Jan. 20, lS13 
Jun~ 30, 1834 
do. 
Jan. :20, Hit:~ 
do. 
June 30, l'-134, 
March :3, 1817 












[ 1 ] 
Elizabeth H. Marshall 
.'osan McCullough -












'arab ll. Nichols 




Eliza A. Oli1·el: 
1\ argaret OsboUJ n -
r anc·y Patch 
Lucretia lVL Perry -
EIJza. L. Pierce 
1 largaret Por::-cll 
Sarnh Phillip:;; 
Georgiana A. Pt·a eo 
Fran_c:is Pottinger 
:lana Pnge 
E li za C. Pol tcr 
Henrietta P1 a.tlirr -
Eliza Page 
E~izabeth Perry 
::Vlary Ann Pn.ttt>rson 
Catr;arine Ann Pierc·~ 
Mary Preble 
Jnmes R. Palmer 
Francis \V. Parker 
J 1ary Pmcter 
.Abigail Parrntt 
J 'abhy Pippen 
Catharine Ros.,mmoin 
.Nancy Riggs 
Mary \V. Hose 
Mary Rus~ell 
.1\{artlta Ro.~e 




Catharine C. Read -













Hnsba.Hd '::. rank. 





.l\1 a .- ter-at-a rms 
0Hiinary ~earnan -
Quarter gumwr 
























































Dec. 11, 1P22 
Dec. 31, 1827 
Nov. 5, lt937 
Apr. 4, 1831 
Sept. 15, l 31 
Feb. 20, 1838 
Feb. 17, 1 :38 
Sept. 30, 1837 
Aug. 8, 1827 
Feb. 19, 182(i 
NO\'. 1, 18'25 
Oct. 2, 1823 
NoL 19, l 31 
Sept. 1, 1815 
Sept. 12, 1822 
Oct. 9, 1835 
Oct. !>, 18:H 
Sept. 9, 1814 
Dec. ~7, 1824 
Mar. 30, 1834 
Aug. 10, 18:~4 
Oct. ~!l, 1812 
May 8, 1832 
Ang. 7, 1822 
Aug. 20, 181!) 
Oct. 22, 183--t 
l\lay 23, 1827 
Feb. f>, 1833 
Mar. 15, 1832 
Sept. 2, Hl:n 
Sept. 14, lf;34 
Sept. HI, 1826 
Aug. 23, 1820 
Dec. n, 1336 
Sept. 10, 1R2!) 
Ann-. 2~, 18~7, 
Au;. h, 18.)o 
Aug. mi, 1830 
July 1, 18:17 
Mar. :~, 1R32 
Apr. 20, 1815 
1 July 22, 1 8 1:~ 
Dec. 27, 1814 
Aug. 27, lR30 
July 7. 18:29 
f-'ept. w·, 1813 
May ::)1, 18:32 
l\Jay 21, 1R23 
Sept. 2~>, 1835 
July 10, 1 23 
Jan. 6, 1812 
Dec. ll, 1836 
Oct. 17, 1813 
Mar. 3l, 1823 
Jan. 9, 18:37 
Feb. 14, 1838 
Nov. 11, IR04 
July 1, 1815 
Scpt.IO, 1829 
Sept. ~G, 182G 
Oct., 18'28 































































Act of Congn.'>'" 
under which 
allovred. 
March 3, 1~17 









J ur.e JO, lt'l,l• 
i\Iarc:h 3, tsr; 
June 30, ltW 
\'arch ?.• lH~~ 





June 3D, H;:J• 
do. 
:March :J. 1817 
J ~:me :3o·, 1r<:l1 
l\1arch 3, 1811 
do. 







!\:.arch :1, li-.17 








.Jnn. ::o, lt-H:~ 
1\larch 4, lf-ll 
.l une :~o, lS:H 
do. 
i\Iarch 3, 1817 
June 30, lR3l 
March 3, 1817 
J nue 30, If>31 
March~· 1~1,}. 







Mar. 3, IRI7 
June 30, lb:~~ 
do. 
d('. 
Mar. 3, 1. !-
649 
N 2-Contiuued. 
1,.nu:s or PE~;sw!\"ERli. Husband's rank. 
------- ---------- -----------
Eleanor Smart . . Seamnn . 
Harr~d Il .... andcrs - . L1eutenant - -
Clanssa B. Scott - Lieutenant - -
Mary Stell wngeu Sailingmaster -
Loui,;a Slterburne Lieutenant - -
Aun E. Sarclu - - l\1usn. marine corps 
El izaheth Se\ ier Capt. marjne corps 
Phebe A. Smith - . Master commandant 
.Mary B. Shaw Captain - -
Margaret E. Sha·w Purser . -
.lane Smith - - - Midi:ih '!'man -
Rachel Steele - - Ord. ::-ergt. m. corps 
1\IIarv II. Stockton - . Lieutenant - -
l\Iary Stevens - - Sailingmaster -
Sally Scllio. ~.er - - ;-'eaman - . 
Louisa H. Smith - - Lieutenant - -
Hannah Stnker - - Sergt. marine <·orps 
llannorah SullJran - - Seaman - -
Alice Smiley - - Seam:m - -
Sarah Smith Steward - -
Patty Smith, aiiiJ.~ \~. 1!sl1n Boatswain -
Catl1arine Smith - Private marine corps 
Mary Stone - - Seaman - -
Ma1y Ann Sprin~<·r- - Lieutenant -
Charlotte M. R. Thom - Surgeon - -
Ann E. Tingey - C::~ptain - -
Elizabeth Trenchnnl Captain - -
Mary Tanner - Quarter-gunner -
Elizabeth Trapna\1 - - i\larine -
Francis H. Thonms- - Lieutenant - -
Emma C. B. Thompson - Captain - -
Lucy R. Temple - - Lieutenant - -
Chatlotte Trant - - Lieutenant - -
Ann Tight - - - Seaman - . 
Elizabeth Tobey - - Ordinary seam::m -
Hannah Thomp:-on - - Seaman - -
Grizel A. Taylor - - Sailingmaste r -
Elila Toob€y - Sergt. marine corps 
Ann TaggeJt - - Gunner - -
Emily Tupper - Capt. marine corps 
Hannah Ulrick - - Sailingmaster -
Ann Vanderfien - - Ordir.a.ry seaman -
Lydia Van Horn - - Marine - -
Hachel Van PntleH - Ordinary seaman -
Hannah \-Vebb - Seaman - -
Catharine ·wise - Purser - -
J\llarvel Wilcox - Carpenter's mate -
Charlotte "\Vares - - Sail1ngmaster -
Electa '\V clvster - - Lieutenant - -
:\-1 argaret "\V ood .• - - Boat5wain - -
Hebc:cca "\Vinn - Purser -
Edna Maria Wood - - Passed midshipm::1 n 
Elizabeth "\Vhilc - - Master-at-arms -
Marv D. Wade - - Lieutenant - -
Eleanor 'V ills - - Laud5man - . 
Elizabeth 'Vestcolt - - Lieutenant - -
Sarah H. Willard - Sergt. marine corps 
Abigail "\Van·en - - Marine - -
Catharine Walling - - Seaman - -
The number of widow pensioners is 30:.?. 





Oct. 15, 1814 
Dec. 7, 1816 
Feb. 16, 1830 
Nov. 16, 1828 
Nov. 20, 1830 
Dec. 20, 1835 
May 9, 1837 
May 17, 1827 
Sept.17, 1823 
Oct. 17,1820 
Mar. 21, 1831 
Nov. 28, 1832 
NGV. 29, 1836 
Apl. 18, 1816 
Feb. 5, 1831 
Nov. 30, 1836 
Oct. 1, 1820 
June 30, 1837 
Feb. 27, 1813 
Dec. 19, 1820 
June 17, 1815 
Mar.1R, 1837 
Apl. 20, 1815 
May 25, 1820 
Aug.18, 1827 
Feb. 22, 1829 
Nov. 3, 1824 
Feb. 22, 1834 
Sept. 10, 1813 
Sept.10, 1829 
Sept. 2, 1832 
Jnne 23, 1830 
Sept.ll, 1820 
Mar. 24, 1834 
Apl. 30, 1813 
A pl. 9, 1835 
Jan. 2, 1820 
Nov. 13, 1837 
Dec. 13, 1836 
Jan. 18, 183A 
June G, 1822 
June 30, 1834 
Oct. 10, 1814 
Ap1. 23, 1&25 
Jan. 1. 1813 
l\'ov.2o; 1824 
Aug. 8, 1813 
Dec. 4, 1815 
Aug. 25, 1825 
Jan. 31,18:36 
Feb. 18, 1836 
Oct. fl, 1836 
May 18, 1815 
Nov. 15, 1816 
Aug.lO, 1800 
Mar. 25, 1837 
May30, 1837 
Sept. 12, 1812 










































































































30, 183 1 
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N 3. 
Alphabetical list of minor children to wlwrn pensions uere granted 
under the act of March 3, 1837, complete to September 30, 1838. 
NAMES OF PENSIO. ERS. Father's rank. Monthly Commencement pension. of pension. 
----------------------- ------------ ------ ----------
John Armstrong, 
Franklin Armstrong, 
V enerando Armstrong Sergeant marine corps $7 50 Jan. :2:3, 18Z:J 
William Anderson, 
Virginia N. Anderson Captain marine corps :.W 00 June n, 1830 
Thomas W. Adams _ Sailmaker _ _ 10 00 Sept. 10, l:-529 
Julia Ann Blakslee Marine 3 50 July 31, 1 ':n 
Emma Brown, 
Alexander Brown Captain 50 00 Nov. :2~, 182~ 
Margaretta Baldwin _ Surgeon 27 50 Sept. 1, 181B 
Susan E. Barry Sailingmaster .:o 00 May :3, 1830 
George T. Bassett Surgeon 25 00 Augu-.t ~0, 1830 
Walter M. Booth, 
William L. Booth, 
Thomas A. Booth Master commandant_ :}0 00 July ~6, 18'22 
Charles H. Budd Lieutenant :35 no l\'larch 14, lH~i 
James ll. Blade Ordinary seaman 5 00 Sept. 2G, 1834 
Nathaniel P. Bliss, 
Thomas J.P. Bliss Seaman G 00 July 1, 1838 
William B. Cunnin gham, 
Edward F. Cunningham, 
18, 1S2'l John R. Cunningham _ Gunner 10 00 April 
Gh:ules R. Chamberlain, 
Feb. 8, 182·2 Margaret T. Chamberlain Sailingmaster 20 00 
Ernaline Cousins, 
May 21, 18~9 Delia Cousins_ Seaman 6 00 
James Covenhoven Marine 3 50 Feb. 2G, 1837 
·william M. Caldwell Lieutenant 25 00 Jnne 5, 1827 
Emma Demarist Sergeantmarine corps 7 50 Augu..;t 24, 18'24 
Teresa Davis _ Carpenter 10 00 Jan. 11, 1~·2:1 
Nathaniel Downes Sailingma ter 20 00 June 1:1, 18:2:) 
Ellen E. Dexter l\tlaster commandant_ 30 00 Oct. 10, 181' 
Eliz:;~. A. R. Denni!'on _ Purer :20 00 Marc:h 15, 1 o:.l~ 
Francis A . Davis, 
Elizabeth C. Davis Musician 4 00 Jan. 4, 1822 
Franklin Wharton Desha, 
6, IS:2·2 ::.\Iargaret Frances Deshl'l. 1st lieut. marine corps 15 00 Nov. 
Mary Ann Fisher Corporal marine corps 4 50 May 18, 1829 
Eel ward Garrison Seaman 6 00 April ~. 18:2.) 
M. A. S. Grinke Lieutenant 2[1 00 Nov. 30, 18:2;) 
::\1ary Garret~on Purser 20 00 July 1, 1837 
Lewis S. German Lieutenant 25 00 July I, I Ji 
Stephen D. Hibbert - Gunner 10 00 July 9, 1F.i32 
John H. Harrison Seaman 6 00 August w, 1 31 
George 1. Hall Seaman 6 00 Dec. 10, 1S34 
Adolphus Beerman, 
Theodore Beerman, 
Valentine M. Heerman, 
Clifford Heerman, 
35 00 April 20, 1R:~7 Charles F. Beerman _ Surgeon 
Maurice J. B. Harrison Surgeon's mate 15 00 July I, 1S3i 
John D. Jones, 
Permelia Ann Jones, 
Daniel F. Jones, 
I 
l\1ay 21, E:2G James B. Jones - Sailingm~ter 20 00 
William Kidwell, 
Marine 3 50 July I, 1207 John Kidwell _ 




A:\IES OF l'ENSJONEllS. Father 's rank. Monthly 
pension. 
[ I ] 
Commencement 
of pension. 
-------- ---~ ---------- -------------
:\lary P. Linscott, 
Caroline \V. Linscott _ 
Cal:{lline Lord 
Adeline K. Low 
l~dgar Lightelle, 
Benjamin T. Lightelle, 
Jolm 0. B. Lighrelle _ 
Catharine Livingston, 
.Tames Livingston 
Robert C. Ludlow _ 
\Villiam Middleton 
Charles S. ~1acdonough, 
Au'-5u:,tm H.. Macdonough, 
Thomas Macdonough, 
Charlotte ~{. Macdonough 
:VIary Lomsa l\1ott _ 
Margaret R. Munroe_ 
James D. McCauley _ 
J\hry Ann Ml:Cloncl _ 
Alexander Moran 
John II. Mcintosh Madison _ 
James "\V. A. Nicholson, 
Frederick A. G. Nicholson 
Maria C. Norri~, 
Shubrick Norris 
J olm B. Packett, 
i\Iary Ann Packett 
Nancy B. Perry, 
Alexander Perry 
Mary R. Ritchie 
Snsan D. Robertson, 
Eliza B. W. Robertson 
Mary K. Reany _ 
Hannah T. Sanderson 
\Villiam Sinclair, 
Gilberta F'. Sinclair 
.:V1ary V. Timberlake, 
i\largaret R. Timbt>rlake 
Russel Trevett 
Virginia A. Towner, 
Robert Towner 
Mary Ann Thomas _ 
Eliza J. Trimble, 
Joshna vV. Trimble -
Emily Vandnchenhausen 
Silas D. Wicke~ 





















































































































I 2, 1834 
11, 1826 
July 28, 1824 
March 12, 1833 
August 21, 1819 
July 7, 1835 
The number of minor children pensioners is 105. Annual sum to pay them, $13,90 . 
N 4. ,.-, 
..... 
A statement showing the 1·eceipts and e:t·penditures on account of the ·navy pension fund, from the 1st day of October, L-.J 










I. Balance in the rrreasury to the credit of the fund, 1st of October, 1837, as 
per Register's receipts 
II. Amount rccci ved into the rrreasury since the 1st day of October, 1837, from 
whom, aud on what account, viz: 
From the president and directors of the Bank of the United States, chartered 
by Pennsylvania; amount advanced Secretary of the Navy for the use of the 
fund in May, .Tnne, and July, 1837, being in part for stock of the lnte Bank 
of the United States, and which was included in last report - $500:000 
For interest thereon to lOth October, 1837, as per settlement - - - I $10,353 90 
For balance due for the stock of the Bank of the United States held bv the 
Secretary of the Navy, as trustee of the fund - - - · - I 302,644 4.3 
President Bank of Virginia, at NoHolk, for balance due by him - - I 
Secretary of the Navy, for interest on 'Vashington corporation stock -
Do. amount refunded by John Laughen 
Do. for interest on Illinois bonds -
Do. for interest on Pennsylvania stock 
President of Bank of Metropolis, for balance in his hands belonging to the fqnu, 
being in part of interest on, and proceeds of stock sold, and inclnding bal-
ance recovered from the surety of J. D. Learned - - - -
President Commonwealth Bank, Boston, for amount due by him to the privateer 
pension fund, and which at the final settlement of his account was dednctcd 




















Secretary of the Navy, for this sum refunded by Jacob Schriver 
Se?retary of the Navy, for interest on Pennsylvania stock, which was included 
m last report, under date of August 28, 1837, but having been paid in bank 
notes was not received by the Treasurer until 2d October following 
The following sums havinD" been received during the stoppage of specie pay-
ments by the banks, wer~ not placed in the Treasury, but have been used by 
agent:s in the payment of pensions, viz: 
From Secretary of the Navy, for interest on Cincinnati corporation stock 
Do. · for proceeds of sale of Pennsylvania stock 
Do. for interest on vV u~hington corporation stock, due 
1st October, 1837, and January, 1838 -
Do. for interest on Pennsylvania stock - -
Do. for dividend on Union Bank stock, Georgetown 
Do. for this sum received from the surety of J. D. 
Learned - - - -
President Girard Bank, Philadelphia, for premium on Treasury notes 
President Union Bank, Maryland, for proceeds sales of Maryland stock 
President Bank of Metropolis, for interest on Washington corporation stock 
Do. for interest on Cincinnati corporation stock 
Do. for proceeds of sale of Pennsylvania stock 
Received into the 'rreasury, as before stated -







































III. Expenditures from October I, 1837, to September 30, 1838, inclusively, viz: 
Amount transmitted to sundry agents by the president and directors of the Bank 
of the United States, chartered by Pennsylvania, in May, June, and July last, 
in part of stock of the late Bank of the United States, held by the navy pen· 
sion fund, and which was applied to the payment of pensions, as stated in 
last report - - - - - - - $500,000 
For interest on the above, to October 10, 1837, as per settlement - - I $10,353 90 
Paid H. Scovell, administrator1 for balance of pension due John :Myers, deceased 210 20 
Paid children of John Harrison, deceased, late surgeon, arrears of pension under 
the act of March 3, 1837 - - - - - - -
Paid Ann Eliza Nicholson, only child of sailingmaster 'rlwmas, deceased, for 
arrears of pension - - - - -
Paid Mary Proctor, widow, arrears of pension -
Paid James Mount - - do. do. 
Paid Mary Jane Cahill, child of B. Cahill, deceased, arrears of pension 
Paid Polly Whitehouse - - - do. do. .:' 
Paid Robert Spedden, late secretary - - do. do. 
Paid Joseph Burnham - - - do. do. -
Paid Jane R. Palmer - - - - do. do. -
Paid Robert Berry - - - - do. do. -
Paid Garret Hendrich - - do. do. -
Paid I. D. Beers, for Illinois stock, purchased by the Secretary of the Navy, as 
trustee - - - - · - -
Paid John Romeo, ordinary seaman, for arrears of pension 
Paid John Hodgkins - - do. do. -
Paid Rebecca Ed wards - do. do. 
Paid William Napier - - do. do. 












































Paid children of Andrew Elwell, do. do. ao. 
Paid John Wright - - - - do. do. -
Paid Ellen Rodgers, child of gunner Rodgers, deceased, arrears of pension 
Paid children and widow ofthe late Capt. Otho Norris, do. do. 
Paid children of Peter Shackery, seaman, deceased, - do. do. 
Paid children of Banj. Callamore, - do. - do. do. 
Paid Jesse Elam - - - - - do. do. 
Paid Peter Grnn - - - - - do. do. 
Paid Edward North, adm'r, for arrears of pension due Daniel Frazier, alias 
North, deceased - - - - · - -
Paid children of Jerome Lincoln, deceased, for arrears of pension 
Paid children of Peter Bergen, deceased do. do. 
Paid Thomas J. Styli, for three years pension to 31st Dec. 1837 
Paid W. J. H. Robertson, child of purser Robertson~ deceased, for arrears of 
pension - - - -
Paid John Bennett, for arrears of pension 
Paid children of George Henson, dftceased 
Paid Eliza M. Finnamore, child of purser Wardsworth: deceased, for arrears 
of pension - -
Paid JaneL. Evans, for arrears of pension 
Paid children of Silas Gould, deceased, for arrears of pension -
Paid children of Joshua Roberts, deceased, do. do. 
Paid Jos. Mason, child of J. Mason, do. do. do. 
Paid Jane Blake (omitted the 9th) ~o. do. - -
Paid Charlotte H. Brown (widow of E. H. Rawson) for arrears of pension 
Paid Edward Hill, adm'r, for balance of pension due Silas Duncan, deceased -
Paid Susan E. Short (widow of John H. Short) for pension from lOth Sept. 
l829, to 3d Jan. 1831 - - - ·· 
Paid children of D. Hopkins, deceased, for a1:rears of pension 
Paid Stephen Phyfer, for arrears of pension 


















































Paid John MeGan, for balance of pension 
Paid C. Andrews, (widow of N. Andrews, late chaplain) for arrears of pension 
Paid children of Frederick Bliss, deceased, for arrears of pension - -
Paid privateer pension fund, amount due it from the president of the Common-
wealth Bank, Boston, and credited to the navy pension fund, in the final 
settlement of his account -
IV. Advances to agents to pay pensions, viz: 
To president of Mechanics' Bank, New York 
Do. Bank of Metropolis, D. C. 
Do. Commonwealth Bank, Boston -
Do. Union Bank of JV[aryland, Baltimore 
Do. Bank of Maine, Portland 
Do. Planters' Bank of Georgia, Savannah, 
Do. Farmers' Bank of Delaware, Newcastle 
Do. :Merchants and Manufacturers' Bank, Pittsburgh 
Do. Trenton Banking Company, N. J. 
Do. Commercial Bank, New Orleans 
Do. Bank of Virginia, Norfolk -
Do. Planters c..nd Mechanics' Bank, Charleston, S. C. 
Do. Farmers and J\iechanics' Bank, Hartford, Ct. 
Do. Commercial Bank, New Orleans 
Do. Moyamensing Bank (afterwards transferred to Girard Bank) Phil. 
a del phm - - - - - - -
Do. Farmers and lVIechanics' Bank, Hartford, Ct. 
Do. Commercial Bank at New Orleans 
Do. do. do. 












126 00 l 
36 oo I 
332 51 
5,000 00 
34s oo 1 
3 660 00 














6 -~ Do. Bank of the Metropolis, D. 0. 
7 · To John N. Todd, Boston - -





Do. Planters and Mechanics' Bank, Charleston, S. C. 
Do. Union Bank of Maryland, Baltimore 




To president Commercial Bank, Portsmouth, N.H. 
Do. Trenton Banking Company, N. J. 






Do. Planters and Mechanics' Bank, Charleston, S. C. -
13 - To George Loyall, Norfoik, Va. . - - - -
21 - To president Arcade Bank, Providence, R.I. - - -
25 - Do. Farmers and Mechanics' Bank, Hartford, Ct. -
Do. Moyc;~.mensing Bank, Philadelphia - -
Do. Girard Bc;~.nk, do. - -
30 - Do. Mechanics' Bank, New York -









Do. Commercial Bank, Portsmouth, N.H. 
Do. Moyamensing Bank, Philadelphia 
Do. lVIechanics' Bank, New York 
To Leonard Jarvis, Boston 
Do. do. 
To George Loyall, Norfolk, Va. -
To president Bank of the Metropolis, D. C. 
Do. ditto do. · 
Do. Union Bank of Maryland, Baltimore 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Fourth Auditor's Office, October 15, 1838. 
., 4,200 oo 
- 1,000 oo 
- I 845 00 - 9,123 00 





















- ; 2.000 00 - . s;ooo oo 
- 1 003 84 
___:. __ , $181,426 84 
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N 5. 
Alphabetical list of invalid privateer pensioners, complete to 30th Sep-




-,::::: Act of Congress ...C:o 
NAMES OP PENSIONERS. Rank. ment. of pen-
.....,,,.... 
under which S::rn 
Os:; allowed. SlOnS. ;:g& 
-------------------- ----·---- --------· ------ -----
Stephen Abbot - - Seaman - - Feb. J, 1813 $4 00 Feb. 13, 1813 
William Austin - - Captain - - Dec. 27, 1814 15 00 do. 
George Albree - - Cabin-boy - - Sept. 5, 1813 3 00 do. 
John Barr - - - Captain's clerk - Nov. 4, 1812 4 00 do. 
David Boomer - - Seaman - Oct. 10, 1823 3 00 do. 
John Boyd - - - Seaman - - Jan. 11, 1814 G 00 do. 
John Balster - - - Seair.an - - Ap'l 18, 1814 200 do. 
Martin Baker - - Seaman - - Sept. 4, Hll4 6 00 do. 
Edward Cole - - Seaman - - Dec. 7, 1812 4 00 do. 
B. H. Churchill - - Captain . - Nov.19, 1814 20 00 do. 
John Cook - - - Seaman - - Aug 29, 1812 6 00 do. 
John Carlow . - Pilot - - Jan. 1, 1828 4 00 do. 
Andrew Desendorf - - Seaman - - A R'l 1~, 1814 4 00 do. 
Lewis Demotte - - ~eaman - - Ju y 20, 1813 6 00 d(l. 
Samuel Elwell - - Seaman - - July 15, 1812 5 00 do. 
John Ed wards - - Lieutenant - - Dec. 6, 1812 9 00 do. 
James Fort - - - Prize-master - Jan. 17, 1813 9 00 do. 
Henry Fletcher - - Seaman - - Mar. 3, 1814 4 00 do. 
Joshua Gamage - - Seaman - - June 22, 1825 3 00 do. 
Isaac Good win - . - Seaman - - May20, 1813 5 00 do. 
Empsom Hamilton - - Marine - - Oct. 15, 1812 6 00 do. 
Edward Hurn - - Boatswain - - Oct. 1, 1835 10 00 do. 
Henry Lively - - Captain - - Dec. 2, 1829 20 00 do. 
Leonard Mattee - - Seaman - - Dec. 7, 1812 3 00 do. 
,Tames Miller - - Seaman - - Mar. 8, 1815 6 00 do. 
John Mantz - - Lieutenant - - Jan. 1, 1824 12 00 do. 
James Row - - - Prize-master - Oct. 19, 1812 3 33! do. 
Peter Roderique - - Boatswain's mate - Sept. 23, 1812 8 00 do. 
Benjamin Smith - - Master's mate - Oct. 20, 1812 8 00 do. 
Samuel B. Spence - - Gunner's mate - Sept. 1, 1821 6 00 do. 
James Sawyer - - Prize-master - Nov.18, 1834 10 00 do. 
Thomas Taylor - - Gunner's mate - Nov. 4, 1812 6 00 do. 
Murray Talbot - - Seaman - - Aug. 9, 1812 500 do. 
Benjamin Upton - - Captain - - Dec. 6. 1812 10 00 do. 
Richard Van Vorst - - Seaman - - July 13, 1829 500 do. 
Nathaniel Weston - - Seaman - - Sept. 1, 1812 3 00 do. 
The number of pensioners is thirty-six. Annual sum to pay them, 
$2,920. 
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N 6. 
Account of stocks owned by the navy pension fund, September 30, 1838. 
Pennsylvania 5 per cent. 
City of Cincinnati 5 per cent. 
City of Washington 5 per cent. 
City of Washington 6 per cent. 
Bank of Washington -
Union Bank of Georgetown 
State of Illinois 6 per cent. -
N 7. 









Account of interest and dividends received during the period from 
30th September, 1837, to 30th September, 1838, on stocks owned by the 











Interest on Cincinnati stock 
Interest on U. States Bank stock 
Interest on Washington stock 
Interest on Pennsylvania stock 
Dividend on Union Bank of George-
town 
Interest on Washington stock 
Interest on Washington stock 
Interest on Cincinnati stock 
N 8. 











Balance on the 1st of October, 1837 $94,202 36 
Repayments from the 30th of September, 1837, to the 1st of 
October, 1838 31,242 92 
Payments from the 30th of September, 1837, ,.to the 1st of 
October, 1838 - - - - - -
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0. 
List of deaths in the navy, as ascertazned by the department, since 1st 
of December, 1837. 
Names and rank. 
CAPTAINS. 
John Rodgers 
Me-lancthon T. Woolsey -
J. Orde Creighton 
LIEUTENANTS. 
Edmund M. Russell 
w·uiam Ward 
SURGEON. 
Audr,ew B. Cooke 
P ASS ED ASS'T SURGEON. 
Robert M. Baltzer 
ASSISTANT SURGEGN. 




William P. Gamble 
MAS'rER. 





August 1, 1838 
May 18, 1838 








Utica, New York. 
NearSingSing, NewYork. 
Bath, Maine. 
On board the North Caro-
lina 7 4, Pacific ocean. 
Nov. 4, 1838 Brooklyn, New York. 
Jan'y 4, 1838 Washington . 
June, 1838 Lost in steamboat Pulaski . 
Jan'y 2, 1838 New York. 
Sept. 3, 1838 New York. 
Aug. 30, 1838 Navy yard, Boston . 
Nov. 24, 1837 0n board the sloop Fair· 
field, coast of Brazil. 
Names anu rank. 
MARINE OFFICERS. 
Capt. E. J. \Veed, quarter-
master -
Capt. Charles C. Tupper -
NAVAL CONSTRUCTOR. 
John Floyd 
PROF' ESSOR OF i'tATHE-
MATICS. 




March 5, 1838 
Jan'y 18, 1838 
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Place. 
Washington. 
Westfield, New York. 
June 9, 1838 Portsmouth, N.H. 
Oct. 14, 1838 Norfolk. 
P. 
List of dismiss ions from the navy since the 1st of lJeceJn.ber, 1837. 
:'fames and rank. 
PASSCD MIDSIIIP.lHAN. 
Thomas A. lVInll 
~llDSHJPMEN. 
vV m. L. Parkinson 
Jno. Drooks Weed 
Denj. 'r. \Vilson 
BO.\TSWAINS. 
Jno. Dnvis: acting 
. Henry "\VeJton, acting 
Geo. 'Vilnmth, acting 
Charles Boardman 
Jno. Fisher 
:\1AH.INE OFl•'IC~RS . 
.Tno. P. Dieterich, 2d lieutenant -
James Broom, 2d lieutenant 
Date of dismission . . 
12th lVIarch, 1838. 
15th J nne, 1838. 
13th July, 1838. 
lOth January, 1838. 
18th December, 1837. 
12th May, 1838 . 
18th April, 1838. 
6th April, 1838. 
June, 18:38. 
27th April, 1 83~. 
6th July, 1838. 
.. 
~---
--- - ~~ 
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Q. 
List of resignations ·in the navy since the 1st of December, 1837. 




Temple M. W asbington -
A!3SISTANT SURGEON. 
John R. Peckworth 
PURSER . 
.T oseph Dwyer 
PASSED l\1IDSHIPMEN. 
Jchn T. Williams 
E. \V. Stull 
MIDSHI P l\l E N. 
\Villiam G. Benham 
Benjamin F. Anderson -
Eugene Boyle 
John vV. Bryce 
Charles M. Collier 
\Yilliam B. Douglass 
Robert Eagar 
Daniel D. HelOJ.rie -
J oseph Norvell 
Charles Richardson 
Henry Skipwith -
Ctement \V. B. Bennett 
Allen McLane, jr. 
BOATSWAIK. 
Yf m. Bnrgen (acting) 
GUNNER. 
Alex. Russell (acting) 
I -
"\Vhen accepted. 
18th September, 1838. 
25th August, 1838. 
17th August, 1838. 
13th November, 1838. 
25th June; 1 8:3~. 
13th September, 1838. 
19th November, 1838. 
22d August, 1838. 
23d Jnne, lo38. 
14th July, 1838. 
1st September, 1838 . . 
7th August, 1838 . 
14th February, 1838. 
4th September, 1838. 
5th June, 1838. 
1st May, 1838. 
16th February, 1838. 
6th April, 1838. 
8th Nm.,.ember, 1838. 
~Gth November, 1838. 
6th :March, 1838. 
Gth April , 1 83u. 
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Q--Oontinued. 
Names aml rank. \Vhen accepted.. 
CARPENTER. 
David Marple (acting) 
SAIL 1\lAKEH.::). 
John P. '1\ltcm (acting) -
Gcorcrc D. Blackford (acting) 
NAVY AGENTS. 
James K. Paulding 
Dauicl D. Brodhead 
Dn. 
8th June, 183S. 
19th September, 1838. 
20th September, 183S. 
30th June, 1838. 
5th l\Tareh, 1838. 
R. 
Nov. 23, 183d. To bahtnce in the Treasury - 810,763 74 
I~ o dislmrsemcnts have been made from the 'rreasnry for the suppres-
sion ol the slave trade since 23d November, l837, the date of last report. 
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REPOI~T 
OF 
'TH"E POS'l'lVli\.S'I'ER. GENEHAL. 
PosT OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 
December 3, 1838. 
SIR: The post routes of the United States in operation on the first day 
of July last were, as nearly as can be ascertained, 134,818 miles in extent. 
The rate of annual transportation on that day was abont 34,580,202 miles, 
nnd its cost $~,131,308, viz: 
By hon"e and sulkey -
By stage and cottch -











This is exclusive of transportation by steamboats and other vessels, under 
the fifth and sixth sections of the act of 1825, which costs about $16,000 
more. 
The lettings of the present year have been at a cot1sidcrable advance on 
former prices, except those of the express mails, which have been at a saving 
of about 29 per cent. 
To avoid danger of embarrassment from the recent check on the revenue 
of the department, retrenchments and suspensions of service have been 
made to tbe amonnt of $359,641 per annum. Great care has been taken 
to make them in service which \Vas of the least value to the community. 
The report of the First Assistant Postmaster General, herewith trans-
mitted, furnishes interesting details as to the mail service. 
On the 1st July last the number of post offices was 12,519, being an 
increase of 752 during the preceding year. The pnmber established was 
1,104, and the number discontinued 352. During the same year the ap-
pointments of postmasters \vere 2,068. 
The number of post offices on this day is 12,553. 
The number of contractors in service during the last yfar "'ns about 
1,947. Of this number 592 have been fined, or had deductions made from 
their pay, on acconnt of delinquencies and omissions. The aQg-reg-ate 
amount of fines and dsdnctions, exclnding remissions; was $67,128' 51. 
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The revenue of the department for the year ending June 30, 1837, 
was - $4,100,605 43 
The accruing expenditures were about 3,303,428 03 
Excess of revenue 797,177 40 
The revenue of the department for the year ending 
30th June last is estimated to have been $4,262,145 00 
The engagements and liabilities of the department for 
the same year were - 4,680,068 00 
Excess of engagements and liabilities 117,923 00 
The surplus on hand has prevented embarrassment from this excess of 
liabilities. 
Compan~d with the preceding year, the revenue has increased about four 
per cent. This is an unexpected and most gratifying result. 
The cash on hand on the 1st instant was as follows, viz: 
In banks, available, or expected to be so after the 1st of 
January next 
In draft offices, and due from the Canada post office 
Total 
$84 220 01 
229,848 74 
314,068 75 
It will be seen that the surplus funds of the department, which at one 
time exceeded $800,000, have been greatly diminished. 
The determination of Congress not to reduce letter postages, -as suggested 
in my annual report of lf::l3o, was considered in the light of an instruction 
to apply the cash on hand and the increasing current revenue to improve-
ments ot the mail service. It was estimated that the 700 new routes estab~ 
1ished in 1836, and the improvements of service on many old ones, in con-
junction with the usual annual increase of business in the country, would 
ndd at least 15 per cent. to the revenue for the last year, which would be 
maintained with a still further increase during the present year: The 
extension of mail service was accordingly carried far enough to consume 
this anticipated increase, and also, in the progress of a few years, reduce 
the surplus on hand to tbe lowest amount consistent with the convenience 
of the department. The general financial disasters of last year have not 
reduced the revenue, as might · have been expected, but have prevented 
most of the anticipated increase, and thrown the department upon its sur-
plus to sustain a large portion of its extensions. The indications now are 
that there will be a slight improvement in the revenue of the current fiscal 
year over the preceding; but not enough to produce any material effect. 
An advance somewhat greater may be reasonably expected next year, but 
not great enough to meet the increasing cost of mail service, and put into 
operation the new routes established at the last session of Congress. It 
will hence be seen that, for more than a year to come, the curtailment 
rather than the extension of service on routes now in operation is to be 
expected. 
In general the accounts of postmasters are rendered, and the duties of 
contractors performed, with the utmost fidelity and precision. Indeed, the 
world may be chall::mged for any similar establishment embracing so muc:h 
[ 1 J 666 
intelligence, activity, and energy, and yielding to millions of mankind so 
much unqualified good. The chief obstructions which it has recently 
encountered in its career of usefulness have arisen from the deficiencies and 
unreasonable demands of corporate bodies which it had employed, or 
deemed it useful to employ, in the public service. 
In managing its funds through the public agents, who are under bonds 
for their security and removable at will, and in dealing with the individual 
freemen of the States and of the United States in competition with each 
other, it finds all its operations easy, safe, and prosperous. 
At their last session, Congress enacted "that each and every railroad within 
the limits of the United States, which now is or hereafter may be made and 
completed, shall be a post route, and the Postmaster General shall cause the 
mail to be transported thereon, provided he can have it done on reasonable 
terms, and not paying more than twenty-five per centum over and above 
what similar transportation would cost in post coaches." 
'ro avoid further trouble with the railroad companies on the main mail 
lines, it was determined to pay them, upon renewal of existing contracts, the 
highest price which this law would admit. But there was difficulty in fixmg 
on that price. In the first place, it was to be ascertained what Congress 
meant by the phrase "similar transportation," ·and, in the next place, what 
that transportation wo'ltld cost in post coar.hes. . It was obvious that they 
could not mean a transportation equal in speed j for that would be impos-
sible. They could not mean the sarne transportation) or the transportation 
of the same mail upon the same route; for, in that case, the word swnu: 
would have been used instead of the word "similar." It seemed probable 
that they had reference to the ordinary post coach transportation in the 
same section of country, and to the points of similarity between that and 
railroad transportation, intending the additional 25 per centum as compen-
sation for the increased speed. This construction would have given the 
railroad companies as liberal a compensation as they had a right to expect, 
inasmuch as it would have materially increased the cost of mail transporta-
tion, while in respect to passengers, produce, and merchandise, the cost i:, 
everywhere cheapened by them. 
But upon a careful consideration of the words of the law in connexiou 
with the mail service existing at the time of its passage, the department 
felt itself constrained to adopt a construction more favorable to the railroad 
companies. 'rhat the word ': ~imilar" should be construed as having no 
rcierence to speed, was a position which, according to legal as well as just 
rules of construction, could not be maintained. From New York to Baltimore 
the great southern and western mails are nnited in one. At the latter point 
they separate, one portion (believed to be the larger) going west: and the 
other south. It could not be doubted that the transportation of the vVestern 
mail was, in its bulk, its wei.f!,·ht, its importance, and also in its speed, more 
"similar" to that on the main southern line than any other appertaining to 
the department. 'rhe department, therefore, felt constrained to take the 
cost of that transportation as its guide in fixing on the basis for the allow-
ance to railroad companies on the main southern line: provided for by law. 
The average cost of this line from Baltimore to Cincinnuti was fonnd to be 
8190 per mile. To this sum 25 per centum was added, and the ag-gregate, 
$237 50~ wus offered to the railroad companies between Fredericksburg, 
Virginia, and the Roanoke river, as the highest compensation which could 
be allowed them by law. The same rule was intended to be applied to nll 
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railroads under like circumstances. It was not doubted that this provision 
would be readily accepted as more ample than the railroad companies had 
a right to expect, and that this troublesome matter would have been forever 
adjusted so far as regards those roads. But the proposal of the department 
has not been acceded to, and not only is a higher compensation demanded, 
but conditiol'lS are insisted on as extraordinary as the concession of them 
would be impolitic and illeg~:~.l. The department is, therefore, engaged in 
making provision for the transportation of the great Southern mail by other 
means after the lst of January next, not being at liberty under the law, 
even if it were otherwise disposed, to accede to the terms demanded by the 
railroad companies. This cannot be doue on the same line without public 
inconvenience in the loss of time; and although a rival line may be raised 
11p in the course of a few months, fully equal in speed, yet it will not be sn 
convenient to the department, or in ~u respects so useful to the public, as 
the one in question. But having offered all that the law admitted, and 
more than justice and good policy would have sanctioned had no law been 
passed, the departmen-t does not feel itself in any way responsible for the 
public inconvenience which may ensue. 
These details have been given that Congress may correct the construc-
tion given to the law of last session if too liberal or too strict, or resort to 
such further enactments as the public interest may seem to require. The 
priuciple that Congress may constitutionally make roads for the transporta-
tion of the mails, once entertained by some, seems to be generally aban-
doned; but that they may use for that purpose all roads constructed under 
the authority of the States, has hitherto been universally conceded. ,-rh e 
' cbaitcrs of railroads are granted for the public convenience, and in their 
conslrnction they are considered so far public that private property is taken 
at a valuation for their use without the conseat of the own('rs. "\Vhether 
these roads nre to form an exception as to the right of use vested in the 
United States by the constitution, is a question which it may soon become 
necessary to consider. 
The valuable books and parers of this department are in constant peril 
from the combustible nature of the building now occupied. It has a shingle 
roof and much wood work within, and in the department and the Auditor's 
ofllce there are daily about seventy fires. It is, perhaps, in greater danger 
from the proximity of stables and other wooden buildings, which could 
hnrdly burn, in some directions of the win&, without involving the whole 
structure occupied by tbe departmP.nt in their destruction. 'The conscious-
ness of this constant peril is oue of the most painful incidents to the 
administration of the department, and I can only relieve myself from a 
weigllt of responsibility by requesting you to bring this subject to th( 
serious attention of Congress. 
"\Vith the hio·hest respect, your obedient servant, 
AMOS KENDALL. 
To the PnESIDEX'l' OF THE UNITED STATES. 
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AN~U.AL S'T'ATEMENT OF THE FIRST ASSISTANT POST-
MASTER GENE RAL. 
· The length of post roads in operation in the United States on the 1st 0f 
July, 1838, was 134,818 miles; and the state of th~ mnil service on that 
day indicated an annual transportation eqnal to 34,580,202 miles: at the 
yearly cost of $:3,13 1,308, as exhibited iri detail in the following 
Table of mail service for t/1e 1st of Jllly, 1838. 
ANNUAL TRANSPORTATION. 
Length of 
S:ates and Ten itories. roads. 
Horse and ~tage and Stt'amboat Total. 
sulkey. coach. and railroad. 
--------- -------- ------ ---- ----
Maine - - - 3,420 216,164 687,088 - 903,252 New Hampshire - - 2,561 12·1, 12'1 782,756 - 90G,880 Vermont - - - 2,38R 86, ll2 864,604 
274,GG4 
950,716 
Massachusetts - - 4,443 84,864 1,55a,2:Jo 1,918,748 
Rhode Island - - 21a 11,232 68,Ga2 79,~24 
Connecticut - 2,134 104,624 611,416 2!),120 7·15, 160 
New York - 12,4.16 951 ,GOO 3, LJI ,82-1 542,360 4,645,78-! 
New Jersey - 2,159 318,136 428,324 166,344 912,801 
Pennsylvania - - 10,603 981,448 2,089,412 17G,472 3 ,2-1i ,332 
Delaware - - 607 27,144 1t!O, 712 24,232 192,088 
:i\1aryland - - - 1,70R 268,37~ 273,468 136,968 678,808 Ohio - - - 10, .154 a22,212 1,414,608 32,032 2,368,!)12 
Virginia - - - 10,253 906,880 !J43,3R4 113,308 1,963,572 
North Carolina - - 6,375 608,244 R08,49G 
92,924 
1,416,740 
South Carolina - 4,147 - 425,724 607,984 1,126,63'2 
Georgia - - - 6,250 588,276 778, 1~8 
109,301 
1 J 366,40t Florida - - - 2,761 53,300 8i,916 247,520 
::\1ichigan - - 3,371 277,368 327,704 23,296 628,3tl8 Indiana - - G,897 581,018 7l9,056 1 ,300, 10-! I'linois - - fi,578 386,014 1 '151 ,072 37,908 1 '574 ,!J!).J Wisconsin - - 1,577 13fl,448 115, IRO - 251 ,6~8 Missouri - 4,532 373,:160 ::114 J 168 - 687,528 Kentucky - - - 7,009 646,516 752,804 230,880 1,630,200 Tennessee - - 6,915 689,416 769,548 66,144 1,525,10R Alabam1. - - - 6,~6R 697, 1l2 66G,R48 58,314 I ,422,304 
Mississippi - - 4,7~6 !i68,776 313,768 I88,240 I ,070, 7R4 Arkansas - - - 2,737 3:H,%8 152,1172 - 484,G4fl Louisiana - - - 1,517 207,376 15,340 110,552 333,268 
--- ----- ----- ----- -----
Total - - 134,@18 11,573,918 20,593,192 2,413,092 34,580,203 
--- ----- ---- ------ ----
Compensation - - - $831,028 .$1 '889 '792 $410,488 $3,131,30) 
The foregoing is exclusive of the conveyance of letters and newspapers 
hy steamboats on Long lsland.sound, and Lakes Erie, Hluon: and Michigan, 
under the 5th nnd 6th sections of the act of 1825, the Rggregntc length of 
which is about 1,229 miles, and the amount pnid for u·hich, at the rate of 
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two and three cents a letter and a half cent a newspaper, is about $16,000 
for the year preceding the 1st of July last. 
The late annual letting of routes in September last was for the section em-
bracing Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, the 
present contracts therein expiring with the present calendar yeu.r, except in a 
few ca5es in which they extend to the 30th June, 1839. Of the 557 routes 
of this section, 448 were then placed under contract for the ensuing four and 
a half years. They comprise 2,286,648 miles of annual transportation by 
horse and sulkey, 22364,856 miles by stage and coach, and 193,648 miles by 
railroad and steamboat, at the annual compensation of $474,915. The 
present cost of transportation in the section, as computed for the lst July 
last, is $585,546. 'rhere still remains to be pet under contract in the 
southern section the following service: 299,208 miles of horse and sulkey 
mail, 688,324 miles of stage and coach, and 441:272 miles of railroad and 
steamboat transportation. . 
The average prices per mile for mail transportation in this section are-
Horse and Stage and Steamboat 
sulkey . coach. and 
railroad. 
----------------·-------- ---- --- - ----
As now paid 
As let for the next term 
5 cts. 
6Th·" 
9% cts. 9 cts. 
10 lo" 12-f0 " 
The routes not let will raise this scale of prices, as they embrace a large 
portion of the most important and expensive transportation in the section ;. 
and the compensation asked bears a much hi~her proportion to the service 
than on the rou,tes disposed of--so extravagantly high as to prevent, as yet, 
their assignment to contract. 
The express mails are not embraced in the above statement of average 
rates. Those on the southern line compare as follows: As now in operation ,. 
28 cents per mile; as contracted for the next four years, 19! cents. 
As to the improvements of mail service, and the curtailments ordered 
since the 1st July, 1837, the balance of reductions down to the present time 
amounts to the annual sum of 8359,641. . 
But few of the new routes created by the act of Congress of July 7, 1838, 
have been put in operation; and, where done, it has been upon the con-
dition that the revenue derived from the new offices on the route shall be 
received in full compensation for the service-a clause in .the act author-
izing a postponement of these routes till 1st July, 1839, unless offers are 
received to carry the mail upon them on the condition stated, and the want 
of surplus means at this time rendering such postponement necess:uy. 
S. H. HOBBIE-. 
PosT OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 
Contract Office, November 28, 1838. 
